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' omy as well as to family income. In many’instances these working.women
,raise family income above the poverty level. Among those working mothers

One of the most' striking demographic changes that has taken ’place 7 ;
in tilg post-World War II era has:been the increase'in labor force par-
ticipation ofswomen with children under 18 years of age. Since the t.
period jmmediately preceding World War II, the 'number of. women workers

. bas more thap doubled but the number of working mothers has increased

-

‘more than tenfold. r Y . \

Nearly half (49 percent) of all mothers were in the 'la.bor fo;.'ce in.

March 1976 compared with '35 percent in 1965, 27 percent in 1955, and only A

9 percert in 1940. AltMough the labor force participation rates of all

women have increased markedly in the postwar erd, the growth among mothers \
has been substantially larger, so’that by 1976 their rate actually sur-
passed that for all womexd. ’ s > y

Working mothers make substantial contributions to the Nation's econ-

with husbands present, 20 percent had husbands whose incomes were below -
$7,000 in 1975. Also, income is of crucial importance to a significant ot
number of women who are raising children in homes whexe the father is *

absent; 2.9 millio/n working mothers were widowed, divorced, or separated -
in 1976. ° . N 'Yy . .

‘Near:ly hal€ (46 percent) of all children under 18 years of'ag\.e have
mothers,in the work force. While the number of childremr in the population

[l

,has detlined sharply since 1970, the number of children with working mothers
has risen cotgsiderably--‘by 2.7 million. . - :

~

0

{ .
. { f ’
" Of the nearly 38 million womem in the labor force in Hari;ﬂ976, 4.6

. MOTHERS TN THE LABOR FORCE \ ' - s o

~million had children:under 18 years of age. Some 9.2 million of these

mothers had children 6 to 17 years of age only, representing over. three--
fifths of all working mothers. About 5.4’millipn had children under age
6,1/ dccounting for nearly two-fifths of all working mothers. . Of these .
mothers, 2.8 mfllion had children 3 to § years and 2.5 million had chil-, _
drxen under 3 years of age. o

hd .

", Mothe¥3 with husbands absent (widowed, divorced, separated) were mote ,
likely to be in the labor force than wer ,'those with husbands presént;
regardless of the ages of’ their childre‘rzf Even with very young children: .’
(under 6 years of age), mothers with husb;nds absent had a labor farce ~
participation rate of 56 percent; the rate for thoge with husbands present
was 37 pefcent (table 1). . 'L . ]

. . <t . . : P

1/ May also hawe older children. - e

Note: "Mothgfs"'refa?rs to‘(\those with children %er 18 years of age.
Unless otherwise indicated, data are for March 1976 and apply to women 16 .
years of age'and over. ) { : Va
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}_/ May also haye older children./\
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. \ Table 1.--Mothers in the Labor Force, by ﬁ!‘ELtal Status of Mother ’ N
f P AN and Age of Children, March 1976 ' | -
.' v €. . v
-~ (Mothers 16 years of age and over) . .
’ ‘ - . ,
- Lo . , As percent of
y - all evér- o
B o R . v Percbnt  married women :
Marital, status of mother-  Number | distri-' in the
and age of children e (in thousands) bution population §
4 ~ . .; » \ . i .
Mothers with chlldren under 18 Years | . 14,598 100.0 . 48.8
Married, husband present . 11,693 80.1 " 46.1 . :
Widowed, divorced, or separated 2,904 19.9 3.8 v
Mothers wigh children 6 to 17 years only © 9,239 163.3 56.2 ,
Married, husband present 7,270 49,8 53.7
Widowed, divoiced, or separated 1,970. < 13.5 68.1
4 . ’ ~’ 4
Mot:he»rsfwi.th childrén under 6 years 1/ . 5,358 36.7 ) 39).7‘% N
Married, husband present ¢ 4,424 . 30.3 37.4 .
Widowed, divorced, or separated —~ y 935 64 56.2.
S . - "L
Mothers with children 3 to 5 years/ v {
(none under 3) 1/ - . 2,827 19.4 47.2 !
' Married, husband present 2,227 15.3 4.1 3
- Widowed, divorced, separated 600 - 4,1 63.4 i
Mother,s with children under 3 yea%s 1/ 2,531 17.3 _[) 33.8
Married, htisband present. 2,197 15.1 32.4
WJ.dowed 335 2.3 46.7 ) »
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- '. Minority Mothers 2/ - . 7 . . - ’ ,
’ ' 7 = . . e
9f the 5.9,mifliod minority women workers, nearly 2.2 million were mothers
of children under 18 §Q§rs of age. About 1,2 million of these mothers had
chilqr?n 6 to 17 year only; and 944300Q had children under the age of 6 (table 2).
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Table 2.--Minority Mothers in the Labor Force, by Mﬁ;ital_Status

, ‘ of Mother and Age of Children, March 1976 . © o, 5 oo
. . . ) . .' . , n’. 3
* ’ C. . (Mothers 16 years of ag¥ and over) N )
’ L ~ . ) ;
. ' iy - . * .
, ' ) - « As percent of ,
K \ o ) ' ’ I ever- .,
\, ° . AN - S ‘ Percent married women
. Marital status of mother " Kumber - distri~ ©  in the '
and-age of children " (in thousands) - bution population ;
. . ‘ ‘, - ‘ . - rr \ i
—Mothers with children under 18 years . 2,154 « ,100.0 . 58.1. ' ¢
. Married, husbagg present . 1,438 66.8 58.3 | ;
Widowed, divorced, or separateg\\\h~ 716 . . 33.2. ¢ . 57.7 7 I
Mothers with 'children 6 to 17‘yeags'on1y _ 1,210 ) 56.2 62.4 }
} Married, husband present “ 753 . 35.0 . 63.8 . R
Widowed, divorced, or separated. , 457 21.2 60.3 .
R et . ' - . v :
Mothers with childrén under 6 years 14 944 - 43,8 53.3 i
Married, husband gresent : © 684 31.8". -~ 53.2 o |
Widowed, divorced, or separated , 259 12.0 ., 53.8
, ot R .
‘ 1/ May also have older children. K i ’
! } - T .- : T
. - L ‘ , - T . . , e N 3
R . o ' ) oo L = I
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. . In. contrast tq‘all mothers, the participation rates of min;>}ty mothers with. :
children ynder 6 were abouf the same’ for those with husbands present and husbands = - ’
absent--53 and 54 percent, respectively. ’ : ‘ ’ ¢
. - ) RS » , ]
i X Y ’ N 4 -. . :
. )h'i . ‘(C?‘A‘ e - - ,) M . . LX)
¢ 2/ ‘Includes those of:gA\l races other than white. 'Spahfbhdériéin mothers * - %
- Are included in' the white pbpulations - . - " © TS
; F d “ \ ! * q 3
. \ . j

——~ .
~




' - . I . ’ ' . . - }c ’i

\ - - . * (S

& ' . \ ' S
Trgn&s ip. Labor Force Participation 'y; . ’ ,/ : é

L D - / . ny . . 3 A

Betweer 1940 and 1976 the labor force participation rate of mothers o
increased glore than fivefold, reflecting the most 51gn1f§tant change in 5
the Zabor /force this country has.ever experienced.'.In }940 the 28- -percent K
rate of all women was over three times the 9~percent rate of all mothers. ) 4
However,/by 1976 the situatien had changed dramatically. the rate for . i
mothers / at 49 percent was 2 percentage‘points. hlgher than that for all T
womer, (table 3). , 2

: , S |
. ' ' ' —\C

- v .

Table 3.-+-LaPor Force Participation;Rates of Mothers and
. All Women,l/ Selected Years, 1940-1976

T
Year , Mothers 2/ . . All women 3/ ‘
'\‘. , N | L . ‘ -

1976 48.8 '4‘6*.8_ ’
1975 - . 41.4 46.3
1974 # 45:7 » 45.6 .-
1972 42.9 ~43.9 )

PR 1970 : 42.0 "43.3 _

2 1968 39.4 41.6
1966 " 35.8 38.9, . )
1964 34,5 37.4
1962 T .32.9 36.6 . .
1960 . 30.4, 36.7 Sy
1958 29.5 '36.9 .
1956 . 27.5 35.9 o N |
1954 : T 25.6 . 33.7
1952 . ° : 23.8 o 33.8° . )
1950 ’ 21.6 ' - 334 . - o
1948 20.2 r 31.9. s «
1946 : 18.2 ‘ .. 31,2

o 19400 - . 8.6. - 2}7.2 A F
- . . . - %‘b
- ; . . : & / . i@mf p

. A - <
1/ Includes women 16 years of age and over for 1968-°+ \'
1976 and 14 years and over. prior to-1968. .

- ~\ .2/ Data are for March excepy 1946- 1954 which are
. for April. o ‘ C :
3/ .Annual averages. - )
+ . P A ] -
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"Although the presepce of very young children in the home “tends to
affect the labor force participatidn of mothers, an inc¥easing proportion
of these tothers are entering the work force. 'For example, frqm 1971 to

. 1976 the labor force participation rate -of mothers with' children under 3
years of age rose 7 percentage points--from 27 to 34 percént; for those -
with children 3 to 5 years the rate ipcreased 9 percentage points--frbm
38 to 47 percent. ' However, the rate for motgers with children 6 to 17

» rose only 4 pefcentage peints over the 5-year period--from 52 to 6 per=
cent. In 1960 the [labor force participation rate of méthers with' children
under 3 was 17 percent; with chi%dren 3 to 5, 27 percent; and with chil- '

- dren 6 to 17, 43 percent. ’ '

,
:
~ . | . . 5
~ Age ’ 2
T . < 7 k3 ’ .
. v

- The median age of workih& mothers was 35 years--the same as that of
all women workers. Slightly over -one-fouggh (26 percent) of all working
. mothers were between 25 and 34 years of age, and nearly one~fourth (22 .

- percent) were between 35 and 44 (table 4). ) .

L3
3

' . -
Table 4.--Ever-Married Womenm 1/ in the Labor Force,
‘ by Age Group, March 1976

-

- *

] ' o ' .As percent of
Number . ,' . all ever-
in!labor Percent married women
o force distri- i in the
(in thousands) bution "population
, )

4 . . b

Age group

16 years of age and over 28,734 100.0
16 to 24 years ) 3,648 12,7
25 to 34 years ) . 7,497 X 26.1
35 to 44 years " 6,386 . 22.2
45 years and over 11,204 . 39.0

-

~,

T
- ~

1/ Ever-married women with children under 18 years of age.,
: t
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‘ Work Experience = . ' e Y

x
’

; Among mothers *(husband presefit} wit[h work Experiegce in 1975\ those
with children aged 6 to 17 'weye more’ likely to be working on full-time
schedules 3/ thad were those with preschool-age children (undet 6). Of.

the total mumber with childrén 6 fo 17 years old, 4,9 million were on -
- full-time schedulesy with 64 percent working year .ro\md (table 5). Of
the motherg with children under 6 years of age, 3.6 million were' on full- .
. 'time schedules but on{y"l»() percent worked 50 to 52 weeks.
) v ' L ' g ¥
About 341 million mothers with 'chi}drer(é to 17 years of age were om . % 74
part-time schedules 4/; 2.1 million (&i percent) of. them worked 27 weeks. '
or more. Of the 2.0 million part timers with children under 6, half .
worked 27 weeks or more. . ) o , . .
's Unemployment ° L ) ,: o . <t
- - ~ )’

. , “ o .
The 8.6-percent unemployment rate of mothers was i\i'gh r than that of
.all ‘ever-marsied women (7.5 percent) but was about the same as thag of all
fvomen wor s (8.5 percent). The rate of ma.z:ried women with husbands
present was 7.9 percent, substaptially lower than the 1l.3spercent, for
those who. were widowed, diworced, & separated.. Mothexs who had children

under age 6 and whése husbinds were present in thgyhome weré ployed at
a rate of 11.2 pert¢ent, COr{siderqbly lower than the 16.9 percent rate fdr
mothers with husbands absent (table 6). ' " © ’
4 .
Occupations ’ Yo o '
4

The occupational ’/distribu—t'nzn of working mothers with husbands present
was quite similar to that-of all womén #a March. 1975 (latest ‘date fqr which
data -are available). Among working mothers, 34 percent were clericdl work-
‘ers, 18 percent were service workers (except private household), 17 perceat . |
rwere in professional and technical jobs, and 13 percent were operatives. v
-Only 5 percent were managers and gdministrat&'s\(table .

~

P S

3/ Worked 35 hours or mpi'e a week/during a ;najority of ,the weeks
. - .

. worked. ~

= ﬁl»_/ . Worked less than 35 hours a week during a majority of the
weeks worked. ! - s
\..
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. Table 5.--Work Experience 1n1.1{5 of Married Women (Husband Prese\n-t),
Age

-
| - . . by Presence and of Children, March 1976
. : .
e P . (Numbers in thou;.ands) .
Percent of o " - < )
] clvilian non- - ~ ‘ . oo . .
T + . institutional ’ - ¢ e ' .S
) \ = . population Lo Worked full time” 1/ . .Worked part time 2/
Presence, and age ° with work - : 50.®0 52 27 to 49 1 to 26 ~* . 27 weeks 1 to 26 o
of children . experience = Tetal = Total weeks sweeks weeks ' Total or more weeks
No’ children under' 18 years , 1;\9.4 ‘11,118 8,148, 5,46 1,378 . f,lllo .. 2,970 2,‘)\87‘ 883
. . . \ * . - -
Children 6 tCl'T years only 59.5 . 8,058 4,947 3,175 . 928 . 844 . 3,111 2,121 - 990 *°
! . : . . . « .
~ Children 3 to 5 years - . - ) . . " T R (
' (none under 3) 3/ 50.7 20558 1,566 ~ e 800 333 434 ‘991 * 553 438.
_¢  Children under 3 years 3/ 44.3 <« 3,003 1,990 605 , 552) 832" 1,013 453 560
T PR . . / o ~ 4 . 'J;' P - ) B ’
\' - 1/ Worked 35 ‘hours or more a week during a majority of ‘the weeks worked. i N ,‘”" J
' 2/ Worked less than 35 hours a wéek during 3 maJ?rity of the weeks worked. - , )
3/ May also have older children ' ! L ' . o '
- ‘ ) ) " %
" . — ud
: . ‘ N ' ‘
. , - [ o ¢ . . ~ ~ 14
[, N
i - -
B LS 1 - ) ) - t ’ 11 :
. J@ . -~ v ., \
- N \
v E,M%qi" ‘ 7 ! \\‘(
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'Table, 6.--Employment Status of Ever'-Marrleﬁ Women 16 Years of Age and Ove;:,
by Presence and Age %f Children, Marph 1976

l [ T -
Mgt i
~ (Numbers in thousands) ; & ARV

Yy

i

[AATTR SO

Children under 18

’

6 to 17 " Under 6 vears 1l/-

N I/ﬂ'years e - 3 to 5 years,

Employment statug _° ' L : al’ only Total none under 3

3 el '

_Under 3

M

years

] P ! -, . 3 ‘ - / N
All ever-married women ) .. 65,425 ,509 29,916 16,434 13,482 5,990
In labor force - . 28,73 14,137 14,598  9,239° 5,358 - 2,827 °
“Unemployed » ’ - 2,149 897 1,252 599 ' 654 © 276 °
»  Unemployment rate ¥ - . ' 7.5 . .6.3 8.6 6.5 12.2 9.8 .

! . ) \ hd - . )

~Married (husband present) 47,852 22,49&’25,361 13,543 11,819  .5,044
In labor force . .21,5% 9,860 11,693. 7,270 4,424 2,227
Unemployed S 1,530 607 923 427° - +496 .193

~

UnempLoyment Trate T h6.2 7.9 5.9 ¢ 1.2 o8

L . 3 . .
Widowed, divort.ed or separated 67 573 13,019 '4,332 , 2,891 1,663 » 946,
~1r4 Jabor force . ‘7 181 4,276 2,990 1,970 935 600
Unemployed ° . Co 619" ° .290 329 . 171 158 © 83
Unemployment rate - 8.6 - 6.8 11.3 8.7 . 16.9. ~ 13.9

]

7,491
2,531,
378
14.9

6,774
2,197
303.

3R
717
335
75°

22.3 ;

1/ Ma;’rwals'o.havo olde’;‘ children.
Y ]

)
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Table 7.--Occdbationai Distribution of’Working Mothers (Husband Present)',‘E
o T " by Age of Chlildren, March 1975 : .
o » Y N .

- ' \-
. . Children .
. Under 18 6 to 17 Under 6
years - years years 1/-
- . N

\

Occupation group

.
<

| £

Total (in thousands): - 10,286
Percent - . : <. 100.0
7
Professional and technical workers
Manager and adflinistrators, nonfarm
Sales workers
Clerical workers
Craft and kindreé’workers
Operatives, including transport
Service workers (except privéte
~"household) *
Private household workers
*Farmers.and farm managers
Farm laborers and supervisors
Laborers, nonfarm

&* .
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1/, May also have older children.

INCOME OF HUSBANRS * -

- * ) L

. A significant propqrﬁion of working mqtﬁgis have husbands whose in- .f///
comes are below the low-income or poverty level.5/ In fact, among the 11.7.
million working methers with hysbands present, 2.3 million had husbands-
whose 1975 incomes were below $7,000. Included were 595,000 whose husbapds'
had incomes below $3,000; 671,000 whose husbands had incomes between $3,000
and $5,000; and about 1 million, whose husbands had incomes between $5,000
and $7.000. LT e e . g

¢

Among workd’ mothers with schodl-age children (6 to 17), 1.2 million
had husbands with incomes below $7,000; almosﬁ as pany (1.0 million) with
preschoolers had husbands in that income \Q‘r cket. -

-

LS . N

v

’ 5/ The low-income or poverty level is based on the Social ‘Security
. Admini'stration's poverty thresholds, adjusted annually in accordance with
changegrin”the Depafftment of Labor's Consumer Price Index. Classified as
poor in 1975 were t ose nonfarm hoﬁggholds where total money income was .
less than $2,724‘for an unrelated individual; $3,506 for a couple; and .
$5,500 for a,family of four. (The poverty level for farm families is set '
~at 85 perdent'pf the torrespondiné'levels for nonf?gm families.) '
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Among mindrity mothers i the labor fot‘Ce, ‘about 475, 600 (33 percedt)
{ad,:busbands with 1975 incofiés below $7,000. - Of these mothers, 102,0
ad husbands with incomes %ow $3,000; 158,000, between $3,000 and $5,000;
and 216,000, between $5£00 and $7, QOO. About 265,000 minority methers .
with schooldage children and 210, OOO with preschodlers had husbands whose
incomes were below’y 000Q. , _ U

CHILDREN OF womcmc MOI}fERS Y = o

. -" 1

Of the 61.7 millior children under 18 years of a,ge, 28.2 gillion

. / . (46 percert of all children under 18 years) had mothers in the labor force

(tdble 8). Although the t;otal number of children in the'population has .
¢ decreased by 4.1 mJ,lllon since 1970. (a result.of the overall decline in .

the birth rate), t’he numbér - of children with mothers in the labor force

has riser by 2.6 million., The increase occurréd mostly in female-head
* families--1.7 millign; in husband-wife f&f81lies the increase ‘was 886,000.

re
/ Among famllieg‘vilf schooi -age children only 6 90 17 years) the N
. increase in the number of children with workfng mothers was also greater
\ in female-head families, where ghe number rose by 1.3 million. In husband-
wife families thecincrease was 453,000, However, among faffilies with pre- .
s school-age -childfen (under 6 years), the ‘increase since 1970 in ,the number
- of children with mothers “in the, labor. force was slightly greater in husband- d
,wife families (433,000) than in fanale-head families (416,000).
- Table 8. --Number of ‘Children Under 18 Years ‘01d, by Age, Type of Family,,
y and Labor Force Status of Mother, March 1970 -and 1976 °
- 2
- . Number of ehildrem, 1976 .Number of children, 1970
Type of fapily and -~ (in thousands) : v (if thousands)
labor force - . """ Under 6 to 17 Under .-Under '6 to 17 Under
. status of mother * * . * 18 years ‘yea‘rs 6 years 18 years yeats 6 years
Total Children 1/ * 61,697 44,058 17,639 65,755 46,148 19,606
Mother in labor fgrce - 28,159 21,720 6,439 25,544 19,954 5,590
Mother not in labor.f3rqe 32,828 21,708 11,120 .39,550 25,627 13,?{23'
RN . ) N s *
Husband-wife families , ..51,586 36»,255 15, 332 . 58,3994 40,479 17,920
Mother in Mabor foxce . 22,868 17,488 ° 5,380 21,982 |, 17,035 . 4,947
MOther not” in{}abor-force 28,718 18,767 9,952 36,418y 23,444 12,973
. . X . ) .
Female-head f;illes 2/ 9,1&)1 7,173 2,227 6,6 945’\ 5,102 1,593
Mother in labor force 5,291 4,232 ° 1,059 3,562 2,919 643 ‘
Mother not in labor force.- 4,110 . -2,942 1,168 . ~3,1%3"' . 2,183 950
N - b . .
ﬁ_ a A . N C e ;» 5. }
1/"Children are def1ned as ,"own" cl'irldren of the family head an{n‘élude ver i
. marrled sons and daughters, stepchildren, and adopted children. =
2/" Family heads are Yiﬁowed, divorced, separated, or single. o Do
.. —p Y : ) 4 )

P ; . : ,
rn' ' -—‘10'-"" ;/.\J-
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" CHYLD CARE XRRANGEMENTS ‘ / o ‘
. N - -

- of particular ¢toncern today“is the.availability and quality of child ‘
care arrangements which are offered working mothers. With the increase in .
labor force participation of mothers, especially those with children under. _
6, there is a growing need for lower cost ‘and more readily avajlable day
care facilities for children in the formative years. In l975?here were , /
over 16 million children 3 to 13 years old of working mothzs, but only v -

. 279, OOO (1.7 percent) were enrol]gd in group care centers (table.9). -
Table 9.--Child Care Arrangements, by Number and Age of ¥
~ Children of Employed Mothers, 1975 .
. T (N'umbers in thousands) : o N A
. , -
~ " . Children . . .
) . 3 to 13 3toéb 7 to 13
i Arrangement years years years v
> > —~t_' . i T = .o N . ’
Total childrem . 16,046 4,658 11,388
Care in own home - 13,354 3,027. ‘10,327,
‘Child's parents , 9,797 2,514 -~ 7,283
Child cares for self 1,595 20 1,575 ,
/ - Other relative 1,504 346 1,158
Nonrelative . , 458 147 311
Care in someone else's home 2,097 , 1,342 755
Relative . 932 570 ' 362
. ‘Nonrelative 1,165. T 772 ' 393 |
Group care center S L0279 193 - - 86 '
Other - L FT 72 — 72
Not reported - 247 - 98 - 149 ,
. X , ‘ A :
Ty . * < e ‘ B e e
) ‘ IO ‘ f
Despite the fing trend in moms «1gbor forcé participatien,’

stud!leg characteristically find th@t the presence of young childxen’ in the
home tends to be an inhibiting fac or in the mother's Mbor force actlvity
It wou d seem to follow that expandmg day care facilities would not only
‘ permlt more women with young childrermto enter the job market in search of

- . work/ if they so wish, but would also alleviate many of the difficulties

that mothers who Rresently work have in““arranglng for ghe care of their .Y
children. . i ( N

.
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Sogrce' Data.in this report are from the U.S. Depd‘rtment of Com-

merce, Bureau of the Census, and U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of
Labor § atietics. . fus cov:nuuun PRINTING OFFICE: 1977~720.065/8713 3.1
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