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Chidren of Working Mothers Ma/ch 1976

-Almost half of all chlldren N
have mothers in-the . I

labor force.

ALLYSON SHERMAN GROSSMAN

dren, the proportion. whosé mothers’ work or look -
for work has -also increased, rising/from 29 to 37
percent during the 6-year period.! /

» As a result of the particularly-sharp drop in the
birth rate since 1970, the number of children in
families has declined by 6 percent to 61.7 million

(table 1). At the same, time, the number of children’

with ‘working mothers has risen by 10 percent to
28.2 million, reflecting, in part, the steady, long-
term increase in the labor force participation rate of

‘marnied women' with young children. The growing.

incydence of marital disruption also has been impor-
tant, because divorced mothers have higher labor

. force part|c1patlan rates than other women with

Q

children. -
The'increase in dlvorce'hld separation has had a

significant impact on famlily composition; mere

children than ever bef®re are noaw living with a Sin-

gle parent. In ‘March 1970, nearly 9 of 10 children -
: - . . {-
1

v

Allyson Sherman"Grossman 1s an economist tn the Offite of Current
Employment Anafyns. Bureau of Labor Statistics -

i ! i . 1 ’ ‘.h e a]
Reprinted from June 1977, - , . o ‘ .
7onthl_y Labor Review . ’ i v U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR -
R ot Bureau of Labor Statistics

‘Socioeconomic chmcteristies

lived with both of their parents, but by March
1976, thisratio dropped to slightly more than 8 of
10, with black children far mage likely than whites
to be in -single-parent families (44 versus 12 per-.
cent). Of the 14.5 million mothers: working of seek-

ing work in 1976, 29 million headcd théir ow?

' - families.?

Whether 4in ope- or two—parent famllles, the oldcr
the children, the more apt their mothers were to be
in the labor force. Among all children in husband-'
wife families, '35 percent of-preschoolers figd work-
ing mothers compared with 46 percent off:&jlzciren 6
to 13 years old and 53 percent/of children 1410 17
years old. These proportlons were substantially

.greater for children .in families headed by women

(table 2). - )
X

At every age level, a smaller proportlon of white

than black children in husband-wife famllm had * -

working mothers. In families headed by women,
however, white children were much more likely to
have a working mother than black children (table
*3). More detailed data available for the first time
reveal that in 1976, 7.5 percent of all children under
18 -years old were in families of Spanish origin.
However, Spanish-origin mothers were somewhat
less likely to be in the labor force than other moth-
ers. Thus, 38 percemt of the children in these fami-
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lies had a working mother compared with 45 per-,

cent onhe white children and 53 perce‘n&« of the
black children. .

Regardless of race, ethnic origin, or family type,
children, whose mothers were in the labor force
were in families with considerably higher income,
on average,"than were children-whese mothers were
not in the labor force. For all husband-wife families
with children,\x&dian income in 1975 was $17,200
if the mother wor]

did not.3 ° ¢

White children, on average, were in-families with
higher income than were ‘black children. Among
white children with both parents present, median
family incomé€ was about $17,600 f the mother was
‘in the labor force and $14,800 if she.was not. Cos-
rgppndmg medians among blqc‘k families with chil-
dren were about $14,500 and $8,900 - o

The economic benefits many mothers are able to
provide their children by means of paid employ-
ment can represent a major share of therr off-
springs’ support. In March 1976, 23 percent (#4.3
million) of all children were in families 1n which the

ked compared with $14,300 if she
\ v

More than half of all black children were liviag in
one of these situations as Wwere nearly one-fifth of al
white children. Over the year, the total number of
children in these cifcumstances did not change, al-
though the number whase fathers were .dnemployed
declined while the number whose fathers were not

in the labor force gréWw. : _
-.In each of the above circumstances, children were:-
better off in terms of family income if their mothers °
were 1n the labor force. For such children, median
family income in 1975 rangeq from $11,400 wh S
the father washunemplpyed to $10,600 when the fa-

ther was out of the labor force€ and dropped to.
$7,100 when the family head was a working
woman. When the mother, was hot in the labor -
force, .corresponding medians were $9,500, $6,500,
-and $3,900.

.

D : .
N

.

Family size shrinking . .
From 1979 to 1976, the average number of chil- °
dren in families with children dropp€d from 2.29 to
2.05 for husband-wife families and from 2.29 to
2.03 for those headed by women. As in previous’

father was .aflent (9.4 million), unemployed’ (25---=y&375, there were fewer children, on average, in fam-

illion), or no¢ in the labor force (24 million) - jlies with working mothers than in those in which

B : N ¥ . — * .

Table 1 Children under 18 years oid, by age.sace, type of family, and labor force stitus of mother, March 1970, March 1975, |, ° -
March 1975 revised, and March 1376 : , ! ‘ ]

[Numbers in thousands] ’ /

Chidren under 10 yeers Children under € years Mlbﬂy)! .
4
Hom . 1975 , 1975 1975
. " 1475 _wm L W5 | rneed " "y 1975 g | 1
v \

Total chadren’ - 65755 62725| 62770] 61697| 19606 18150| 18134| 17639| 46.149| 44575| 44636] 44058 <

Mother 1 labor force 25544 27619 27650| 28159 6539 6512 -6433| 199 Q081 211380 270, |

Mother not niabor force 395501  34213| 4332 32828 114811 11632\ 11120| 256f7| 22732| 22800( 21708 |
Husband wite famiees «58399| 52611 | 52813 5%,535 17920) 15687| (5732 15332 4040S| 36924 37081] 36258

Mother m Jabor force 219821 22595 6371 228681 49471 5439 "Sa31 " 5380| 17035] 7155 172061 17488

Mother ek i taber force 36417)  30016| 30176( 28718] -12973| 10248 16302  9952F 23444) 19769| 19875| 18767
F arrvhes haaced by women? 6695) 9221| 9168 9401 1593 23331 2312| 2227|" s102| . 6889| 6856 7173

Mother i iabor force 35621 sout <513| 529 6431 1099 1081 |- 1059 2919| 3925| 3931] 42}

Mother ot labor force 3133|4197 418%]  adl0 950, 123 | 12301 1168 2183 2963| 2925).° 2942
Othertarwes hoscd by men? 661 892 788 710 93 130 % 80 568 %2 699 630 -
Wtechadran ol |, S6903| 53601 53605| S2447| 16940| 15550| 15503 | 1s016]° 39963] 38050| 38102 37431

Mother 1 labor force . 1194 | 2292 22922| 23367] 4459|5322 5266 - S192| 14735 17680| 17656] 18175 |

Mother 00t nlebor force 35244 298951 30023 28490 12424| -10127| 10166{ - 9761 | $22820| 19768] 19857 18728

forkes 52336 47086| 47227| 4S972| 15975| 14008| 14028, 13634| 36361| 33078 33200 32338

Mother 1 l2bor force v 1B865{ 19646 19626| 19789 4083 460} N4572] 4532 14782) 15044 | 15054| 15257

Mother not n iabor force » 3300 | all 27602) 26183 11892] 940 9456  9102| 21579 18034! 18.146| 17.08]

F amives hyded by women? £102| 5770 5717 5888 908 1440 pa08)] 130" 3i94]c «3%0| 4313] 4565 A

Mother i labor force * 2329 336] 3296 3579 376 7200 ‘69 660 4953 2596 -2602] 2918 _

Mcther not n labor force . L sl 207 23w 5§32 720 71l 660 Ll 17| 1| . 164y
Other tarilees headed by men? ‘ 465 44 661 590 57 102 n 62 408 62| 5% 52
Biack ot 8054 8093 8106 8098 2381 a6l 228 ' oaas| sE¥  se17| ssre| st

Motwmisborome | 40151 41601 4209 L 4270) 1o31| pror|  riie|  ri0e| 298|  30se| 3090 3169

Mothar hot wviabor foree 3849 3791| -378| ‘377 1S 1149|1153 Llo1 e 2534  aee2] 2622 262
Husbend welg famibes - 5335 asem| 46l2) a570] 1es3| 1377 13S| 12| 3es2| 3222|321l i2em
™ Mother n labor force, 2810 2508 2529] 2613 775 729 735 N9l 2035 1779 1794 1898

Mother not 1 iabor forts, 255 2090 083( 1956 908 647 §50 603{  I617|" -1443] 1433 1383
# amais huaded by women? 25291 . 3383 73| 34y 663 873 | eas 880| 1366 2480 2485 2547

9| Motwrmiaboriorce ’ 10| fes2| 1680| 1687 25 37 e 383 949 1osi| 129 {.zn .
711 o Mothar it minber force 13| . 1700 1892 1770 Y] 504 7 AT 19| 1189 m
tytarraes haaded by man? “19d 2 122 102 35 6 17 13 155 116 108 LT}
N Crddron e gefond 8 o of the famdy hesd and mcde nevef memed  Wdowed 3a0erated, and nevers memed famdy heeds ,
§ons and daughters, stepchdesn, and chidren  Excluded are other relsted chedren
Such a8 grandcividean, reces, nephews. and cousins. and unvelated cheidren o foundng, sums of "MM"’”?M
b . . s \
) 2 g D ¥ ’
o_." ' ' ! ¢ 7
ERIC ¢ ' ‘ J \ . . _
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the mother was nbt in the labor force. .

The reduction in average family size is ‘a direct
_ reflectiomrof the declmmg birth rate. In 1970, there
- were 18.2 births per 1,000 persons in the population
and 87.9 births per 1,000 women'15 to 44 years of
age,/the prime childbearing ages. By 1975, these
-birth and fertility rates had dropped te the' lowest
level$ ever recorded, 14.8 and ,66.7, respectively,*
apd provisional statistics for the first }0 months of
1976 indicate that the birth rate had dropped fur-
ther to 14.7 and the fertilify, rate to 65.7.5 -

Evidence from® a recent study indicates that *

young wivesytoday expect to have far fewer children

than did their mothers and grandmothers and that"

birth expectations are related to a woman'’s laber
force status.¢ In 1975, young women (18 to 24 years
of age) réported the average number of births they.
expp;:ted to have dunng their lifetimes as about,two

» #
Table2. Children under 18 ymold.by age, type of family,
lt\dempioymom status of parents, March 1976 .
[Nu'nborsnmwsancs] ,
. Under ‘Obnnn
om | Tow Syon | Towd, \w‘: 11?7
L T ., . yons
Total chadren! 61697 17639 44058! 28378 15680
L Mother m tabor force 28159  6439f 21720 13458 v, 8262
Employed z;ggs 5593 | 20035| 12311 77
Urlernployed . 531 86| 1685| 1147 538
Wother notn lorce. 32828) 11120| 2708 16| 7071
Husbang-wrie tares 515861° 153327 36255| 23389| 12865
Mother 1 kabor force 22868 5380| 17488| 10719] 6769
Employed 21049| 4746 16303[ 9916] 6387
Unemployed N 1819 634 1185 802} @83
Mother not i lbor force #718| 9952{ 18767| 12670 609
Father empioyed JA455761 134197 321561 20753| 11403
Mnmw 20412| 4736| 15676] 9590 6086
Employed 189%| 4230) 14726 8943 5783
Unemployed . - 1457 507 950 647 303
“Motherhot n st force 25163 B683| 16481 | 11164 2317
Father m Armed forces 1092 a3 59| war| ' 152
“Mother in tabor force 429, 14 285 2091 76
Employed ¢ m 133 265 192 n
v Unempiod , 51 E) 2 17 3
. Mother ot nlsbor force 663 ug k] 238 75
Fother , 2486|  942| 1saa] 1080 a5
.mnmw. 1133|369 764 536 8
W ;gf . zg; 62; A3 8]
14 9% , 4
mmnwuw : 1353 573 781 554 227
rm.unwusa L, “33 78] 4955( 1099 - 856
wwm . 8 30 763 |/ 39
. 813 ‘?,’in 692 342y 350
, 8| 1 a2, 2
+ Wother not i lebor force 1538 :g; 1192 714 an
haeded by wormen? ga01 | * _Ssn' 18| 4206 2468
n labor force . 5.291 l.u; 232] 2138 193
. 4579 732 234 1338
~ Unempioysd 12 2)2 '500 U5 155
Rpher not niebor force ao| 11 2942, 1967) - 975 |,
. 1 :
Other tamiies headed by gen? .70 0| | 630 283 W
! Serfootnome I-table]  *
2 Sen footnote 2, table | *
NOTE mammmamummm '
LRV T e
S . f N w*

(2.2°dn average) compared with nearly three (2.9)
for women the same ages in 1967. The percentage

"+ of woren whq expected to have no more than two

children rose from 44 in*1967, to 64 in. 1971, and 74
in 1975. Furthermore, mothers who work or look
for work expect to bear fewer children. The €ollow-
ing tabulation shows the average number of births

and expected births per 1,000 wives'in three age’

groups as of June 19757 .

. . .
.

)
v Births .. Addonal Total births
todate births expected  expected
Wives age 18to0 24 ¢
M labor force 511 1.551 2.062
Not in labor force  1.205 . 1,099 . 2.304
Wives age 25te 29 , ' - . e
In labor force 1,225 829 2.054
,. Notn labor force 1.966 / 503 2.469
Wives age 30t 39.
In labor force 2,518 116 2,634
Not in labof force 2.889 L2 3.000
“ ?
Table 3 Children under 18 years oid and median family
income in 1975, by age, type of family, labor force status of
mother, race, and Spanish origin, March 1976
[ Husbendwie faphes Faies heeded by women?
Hem .
Speneh Speng
. White u’u orgn | W | Geck | O
i Numbers in thousands, March 197¢
Chdrenunderage 18! | 45972| 4570] 3670|° SE| 3427| - sl |-
Wothemigborforce | 197891 2613 1429 3579 1657 u7
Mother not in tabor
. force 2183 13;3 2;4! zg% 1.;;8 ;}?
under age 6 13634 1 133 ]
mmu:uw 85321 NS 451 660 383 76
Mothes not in tabor
wioroe 02 603 872, 660 97 * 185
Chvidren age 610 13 20834 2104 1673 2956 1708 450
Mothersnisborforce | " 9285 | 4227 680 1854 857 177
ummunw
{ o 11549 8761 - 993 1002 ~ 85Pf . 274
Chmn anl? ’ | .
- TN | nsa| o] oen] s e
mmw . 5971, 667).4 298 1 ﬂ( 94
Mother net n kabor \ . A
. o . 5533 an n an 115
Modier famlly ncome, 1975+
Chidronundwragel§' | $16080 | $11873 | $11.356 | $8967| $4.569| $4730
Mother n lebor force nsu. ~l446T| 13886 ,7778| 5752| -6049
Mother not n lsbor , o .
force, . . Ty 796 8912 9.849 3975 3764 4,306
Ciwidren under age 6 13.678 NOSg 9957 4H14 3914 3941
«  Mothermisborforce | 144771 1332 11,808 5340 4946 4787
Mother not in lsbor .
force 1713290 t8630|° 8810 3154 3542] 3s23°
Chidrenage 610 1Y 16496 . 11.858| 11 8371 6164 4775 4875
« Mothermisborforce | 17804 | 14570 19991 1786 58l5 6214
Mother not n lebor -0
' 15268 8917 49,389 41411 3915 4529
Chidrenage 1410 17 18623 13131 13213} 7873 4949 5677
Mother nisbor fece | 19.779 1 15781 | 16.073 /9.478 . 5426 6.904
other not n tabor .
force, 17,224} 10028| 10603 5 162 4055 a7
1 See fooinote 1. table | -
" 2 Sen footnote 2. tablg |
NOYE mammammﬁmw -

U
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Child care ‘ . ’

Althodgh a substantial, amount of data 1s avail-

. able on the social- and écofiomic charactenstics of
children with mothers in the labor force, little is
knowyg aboup.th® current demand for and supply of
_child care services and facihties Of the few recent
child car¢ studies undertaken,® a survey of daytime
care of childen 3 to 13 years old in Octoher 1974

_~"and February 19759 revealed-that among children

of women who were employed full time, 54-percent
of older children (7 to 13 years old) compared with
41 percent of younger children €3 to 6 ‘years old)
were ‘usually cared for bya parent when they were

g n.OL m school.

Q

;b : \

. ]f care by a parent was not féasible, other ai‘
rangements weré made. Equal proportigns (about
17 percent) of school age chll;{r{:rn cither cared for

b

-own J;Jme by someone else. However, ycﬁnger chil-
dren were most often .taken to sog:eone else’s home.
- Organized day care ceqters were used infrequently.
Only. 6 percent of the younger children and ‘1 per-.
cent of-the plder chlld}'en weré cared for in this type .
tting."
Although the effects of mcrmsed availability of

. child care facilities on the labor force participation

of mothers remain uncertain, newly enacted tax leg-
islation may provide some’impetus for mothers to
-%join the work force. Under the provisions of the
Tax Reformt Abt of 1976,1 parents who meet the
established criteria will receive a tax tredit of 20
pércent of their child care expenses (to a limit of
$400 ‘for 1 child and $800 for 2 or more). Unlike
previous years, no income limit is in effect. This ‘
change may provide an additional incentive for
some women with young children to remain in or

. themselves after school or were cared forin their ‘enter the labor force. . » 0
M |
) -
' L 4
. —FOOTNOTES——
L Iy - Iy
' Unless otherwise indicated, these Yinglings are from the annual sur- } Income 18 reported for 1975, labor force status 1s !or~MA£c—lz 1976
vey of mantal and family chmctcnsua of workers in the population o " / [(
16 years old and over The survey was conducted jn March 4976 for Advance Report Final Nitality Statstics. 1975, Monthly Vita
the Bureau of Labor Statistics by the Bureaw of the Censys For an * Statisucs Report. (HRA) 77-1120. Department of Health, Educaton,
analy$1s of previous data, see ‘Elizabeth Waldman, “Children of work. and Welfare, National Center for Hal:_lz S“t'f'm‘ December 1976
ng mothers. March 1974.” Monthly Labor Review. Janvary 1975, pp $ "Births.. Marnages, Divorces, and Deaths for October 1976,
64-67 *Additional tabular information on thus subject will appeas in a Monthly Vita] Statisncs Report .
forthcoming Special Labor Fora'Repon Estimates based on » sample. ) ¢ Fertihity of American Women June 1975 Current Population Rc«
such as those shown 1n the tables, may vary considerably from resylts ports. Senes P-20. No 301, %"au of !he Cznsus. 1976 .
- obtained by a complete count 1n cases where the numbers shown.are
small Therefore. dfferences between.small numbers or percents based © ' Femility of Amencan Women. p 25 . ’
on them may not be significant For- more information. see Howard *Some cusrent studies on child care are Jack Detmorgand W R
Hayghe, "Manital and family charactenstics of workers, Magch 1975," Prosser, A Study of Day Care’s Effect on‘the Labor Force Patticipation
< Monthly Labor Review, November 1975. pp 52-56, repninted with ad- of Low Income Mothérs (Washington, D C . Office of Economic Oppor-
Y dittonal tabular data and an explmatory‘ note as SP&IIJ Labor Force tumty. Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation. 1973), slr Lewi-
,Report 183 / tan and Karen Cleary™ Alderman, Child Care and ABC’s Too
Because of recently introduced refinements in. the computer process- 4{Baltimore, Thc, Johns Hopkins University Press, l?75), Richard L
ing: of the sample results. data for March 1976 are not strjetly compa. Shorthdge, Jr , "Patterns of Childcare Utilization Among Women With
+ rable to previously published data ‘In order to evalaate the overall im- Preschool Children,” Dual Careers, Vol 4. R & D Monograph 21 (us .’
pact of the new procedures on the mantal and family data obtained Department of Labor. Employment and’ Traiming Admnistration,
fromfthe Current Population Survey. the dats’from the March 1975 1976); pp 119-39. and The Hypotheucal Labor Marker Response o
' survey were proccued again, using the_new 1976 procedures Thus, a Black and White Women to asNational Progmm o/ Day Care. un.
"1 “bndge year” companson between results from the previous and re- published ) )
vised procedures 1s provided (tablg 1) * Daytime Care of Children October 1974 and Fébruary 1975, Cur- = >
/ * Data exclude o' small number of subfamihes ‘A sublamily is amar- ol e T 00, No 298, Burea of the Census,
neg couple with or without children. or one parent with one o more 1976 P ports. < » Bureab OV "
single children under age 18, living i1n a bousehold and related to, but, ‘ ) .
not including, the had of the houschold or his wife 0 Publ_lc law 94-455 | 4 ) T .
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Region |
16C3 JFK Fedaral Builaing
Goverrment Center

© Bostan Mass (02203
Phone 617 223-6761

:Reg'lon 1] ,
Suite 3400
1515 Bloardway
New Yok N Y 10036
Prane 212 399.5405

Region Il .
3535 Marke: Streat,
PO Bor 13309

. Phiarieiphia £a 191‘01

Phone 215 59¢-1154
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Regton |V

1371 Peachtree Street NE
Atlanta Ga 30309
Phone 1404 881:4418

Region V '

Sth Floor

Federal Ottice Building

230 S Dearborn Street .
Chicago Il 60604

Phone ‘312‘_353-1880

Region Vi

!
Segond Floos’

555 Ghithn Square Building
Daltas Tex 75202
Phone - 214 749-3516
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Regions VIt and VHI*'
911 Wainut Strget .
' Kansas City Mo 54106
Phone /816) 374-2481

Regjons 1X and X**
450 Golden Gate Avenue
Box 36017 .
. San Frapcisco Cahf 94102
Phone 1415.556-4678
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“Regions Vil and V11l are serviced
hy Kansas City
“*Regions tX and X are serviced

by Sqn Francisco N

REGION-I

O
> <[ ¥
E
i
o

‘L;\h f




