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Who Is the Urbanvantaged Child?
I am tired of terms hke culturally deprived, disadvgritaged. educa-
tionally handicapped undgrprivileged etc . used 1o describe inner-
aty children We should think positively when S})‘éakmg about urban
children | have comed g hew term the Urbanvantaged Child

ters His home may be a cold-water fJat. two rooms oveér a store, a
new high-rise apartment building. #r a spacious one-familv house
His tather 1s a lawyer, custodian Jdctorv worker or shopkeeper Or
Bus father may be out of work ¢ he may have no father at Rome at
all "His mother 15 a housewde. seamstress, domestic. waitress. or
teacher He likes sports, mbvies, aimals pnd ice-cream sodas The
urbanvantaged child ydually attends Sunday school, catechism
tlasses. or Hebrew s(b(/ml. He has belonged to the “¥ "scouts. boys’
club, com‘munny center. or a neighborhood gang . .
Helsluckyto}&:’noara‘museum library, theater stoce, zoo. civic
center, and coflege He hikes to shop with his mother. explore inthe
park, play g es, and watch people He enjoys trucks, trains, buses,
traffic, and'noise Rys school 1 either a shining new edifice of steel,
glass. apd brick. or a (@presqlng three-stqry stricture condemned 20
vears, 480 On his way to school and play e meets people of every
colgr, creed, and ethnic background Hers excitéd over retdevelop-
nfent. human renewal, and thange His aity-worldisathrilling place
/V He resents being called disadvantaged, deprived, or poor He 1s
/ urbanvantaged and 15 proud of 1t ,

-
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For clany and €conomy we ase the maohim form ot pronouns throughout thic
N
fasthack when nospurctie gender s mnphed While we recoumze the trend away from
this practice we see nepr ctul altermati e We hope the tcadern witl impite no sexis
Tmotives certamnly no sexiem ontended = The Bdirors

" Who s the urbanvantaged child? Ho;?z{}v be black. brown. vel- . *
low. of white He lives in one of our largeindustnal pepulation cen-

. .



" How Do You Whip Apathy and Hostility
in the Innes- Clty School? ¢

lt v extremely ditficult perhape rmpnmblv tor the mner-city
school to truly educate its students without the aid and suppaort of
their parents Yet it is tar more ditticult 1o generate active parentin-
feresg—parent imvolvement—in an fner-aity school thann, forin- ,
stanct.\S suburban school Many parentsin the inner Aty tace se-
veresoddal and financial pr()hl(:rp&? education in these circumstan-
ces is g lowprionty iem
Further though mner-aity parents may be just g u)n(('rn(‘(tas
other parents about a good education tor their children many har-
bor deep-ceated negative attitudes toward the < hQ()_l These atti-
tudes may be hsed on personalesperiences or may simphy be dueto
lack ot tormal education In etther case these parents are apathetic
at be<t and ar worst consider the school a hostife place .
It s uptothe prnopal andstatt of evers inner-aty school to com-
bat this upathy and rhhl)a()mht\ ~They must work hard—often, ins-
nally with a nue®us oFinterested parents—to promote the school
within the commumid The s hopl should be a place the cgmmunity
sviews with pride —a place where chitdren are happy dnd/ndlfslrl()us F4
while recening 4 quahty education .
Thisis not easy toachieve How do vouwhip apathy dnd hostitity?
One answer Based on my experience istommohe !h(/pdr( ntsinthe
school's programs Butthisraises another question Hbw do vou ;)(*f-

\ V suadetparents to become vl bd?
v . Ve have tound some of the answers to the latter question here at
. Winchester Commumity School annner-ainy schgolin New Haven
Connecticut 1t s about 997 black and it s lh(‘A(arL{('sl elementary
«*hool m the Gty Winthester has 550 pupils and about 50 statf inem-
bers Most ot the children come from a large public housing project

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




Winchester-undertook a series of projects to promote patent in-
volvement and encourage community support Thesg programs
have produced worthwhile results Attendance at pareft meetings, -
up. vandalism 1> down, student absenteeism has dropped. studet
academic achievement is gaining. and parents are taking agreatgr in-
terest and are participating more fujly in school programs The Win-
chester projects were not aimed sokely at parents, but included the
total schoot community—parents, students, and staff
Changing some staff attitudes was the first step and an essennal
one Staff membess were made to feel th hey were worklng to-
ward a goal, that dedicated teaching would pav dinidends, that in-
ner-city children could learn, that administrators were Jnlerested
and would back staff members Staff members were also encouraged
to experiment, to plan gooperatively, and, when they faced prob*
fems. 10 use the “open office door” policy established by the.princi-
pal A cabinet elected by the faculty met perindically to consider
‘proposed projects and toformulate school policy Aweekly staff bul-
letin published excerpts from current articles dealing with the prob-
lems of innertaity children yA School-Community Council made up
of elexted parefits, teachers,and paraprofessionals was organized It
meets morithly with the prinaipal and assistant pancipal
" A schogt’s best “salesmen " are 1ts students In light of this fact, a
»  Winchester student council was orgamized and a school newspaper
was launched Students began to help teachers plan assemblies A
coloy guard composed of fifth- and sixth-graders was formed and
opened every assembly with a salute to the flag and the singing of a
palnotic song Additionally, administrators and community leaders
now give "pep talks” to both students and teachers over the school
public ad(!g o systern and at assemblies The talks deal with such
subjects as Citizenship. humén relations, and positive attifudes, At
school assemblies students are awarded certificates for scholarship,
cmzonshlp Attendance and safety practices
Al of these undvrtdkmgs have helped foster in the students a
feeling that Winchester is “their "« hoal Parents soon began to feel
the safnesway Thev were 1old. at meetings and tn a monthly Parents
Bulletin, that the welc ome mat was out at Wing h(‘slf‘x}hm were en-
couraged to come to the school at any time if they had a problem
and bpth the teaching and nonteac hitg staffs made sure that visiting
parents receved attiendly greeting

.
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A “We Are Proud’ bulletin bgard has been set up in the main
hall, with pictures of our students. adlumni. parents; statf and conk
munity leadgrs who have rec ened recogmtion and newspaper clip-
pings about them Peripdic hall dcsplau of pscturgs ot famous black
Americans are hungsup for studentsto'see, to study, and to build on .
indeveloping positive self-rmages Artand literary work done by our
students are also displated on hall bulletin boards, ' ’

A distinguishing feature ot Winchester Community School is 1ts
diversity of teachers, teaching. slﬂestand philosophies.Despite these
dlfferences the starf gets along together and cares about children
and the learning process Above all there 1 a genuine parfnership
with the parents and with the community Winchester Community
choplis areal family —vtaft students, and parents working together
with ‘detinite goal in mind’

-~
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) community problems This marshahng of all forcesint
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The Inner-City School as a Community Schgol

The community school concept 1s a movement and netan estab-

hshment Ezra Cornell describéd the community school (oncépl b

when he said, “Twould tounda s haol where any person could tind
Instruction In any subject . /

Community school education 1s a comprehensive and dvnaml(
approachto publlc education ttis aphilosophy that pervades all ség-/
ments of theschool and directs attentian to lhe needs of the com-
#Munity The community schoolservesas a catalvtic agent, providing
Jeadership 1o mobwize commumty resources for the sdlunoy(’:)f

“e (omn){mny
helps to bring about change as the school extends its servicgs to all
people .

How does a tommunity school differ from a traditional type of

school? The community school 15

.

1 An education center—a place where children and adults have
opportynities $8r study, learming, and cultural enrldﬂ'nﬁm -

2 A neighbarhaad cammunity center—a place wheérg aitizens
of all ages may participate. for example, in sports, physical fitness
programs, intormal recreation, arts and crafts, musical programs,
civic meetings adult education, home économics, tutoring, andlei-
“sure-time a(m_m(s ’

3 A center for community services—a place where individuals
and famllms mav obtain health services, counseling services, legal
aid, emplovment services, and homemaking help

4 A center ot neighborhood and community lite—a place that
can assist cimizens in the studv and solution of significant neyghbor-
hood problems ’
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An effort has begn made to achieve feedback between the day-
time education programs an(‘i the after-hours programs In ordertQ
do this the teachers and the aftet-sc hoo! staff are being encouraged
s coordinated with asin-

to view-the various services and program
and better integrated ser-

gle purpose’ to provide more adequate

vices tQ the total community and school populanon—preschool,

regularaschool. after-school, and adult

_ Whatshappening inside a community school? From8am 1010
v ty school 1s a beehine ot excitement and activity

pm acommuRy

erﬁester.wa:\mh as a community school 1n 1952, replacing a 68-
year-old structure It includes 30 classrgoms, a full-size gvnﬁnasmm
withsbleactters, locker roams. and showers, a 540-seat auditorfum, a
large cafeteria, a 100-seat theater, a 9.000-book hbrary. the city’s de- .
' ucation. a medical and dental suite..

partment of audiovisual ed
v -
arts and crafts. musics and recgeation

rooms tor home economics,

and many smalt offices and meeting reoms
The success of a community school depends on the cooperation

and involvement of the people it serves “The principal and assistant

principal work closely‘with a nuléus of neighborhood professionals

and parents who vonstitute the 'Team " The Team's mamn jobisto .

promote a positive image of the commumity school as a friendly

place for all neighborhood people, regardless of age, interests, or.

nt. and to provide programs geared to the

all Gtizens i the nesghborhood The Team

dropping unsuccessful actvitiesand

*

Yo educatianal achieveme
' needs and concerns of
conducts a constant evaluation,
. adding qew programs that fill nesghborhood needs .
" Childreri, teen-agers. and young adults share in these after-
school programs in the Winchester S(h()()l-rDl‘(w(’H community

Boys’ gym (afternoon and evening)
Gurls’ gym (afternoon and evening)

Neighborhpod leagues and games . \
» - - Tutonng: Y . . *

Cooking dass ~ - 4

Sgwing c‘ass‘\ R e .

Gospel Choir . T

Instrumeméll music lessong , . - )

Dl Team °_ ° . -

saence and Rocket Club T ,

' [

’ Ballet class
AN

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




‘Modern dance (Ias.s .
*Arts and craftg o . .
Sculpture class i
Brownies and Girl $écouts . ’ (AU .
: Cub and Boy Scouts . v -
Benjamin Banneker Advancement "Academy . ..
Softball, touch football, and basketball seasohaly - )
Indoor field hockey . .

° Ceramics . v -
Story telling . ) ‘ . N ¥ .8
Readmg games ‘ ’ . b
Math games - .
’ Children’s theater . .
- " Chess Club « ’
Career Awareness Club  « i s

. Charm dlass for girds ’ : A
Gameroom
Civecs Club R . .

2z “Photograpy Club ¥ -t ) .
© Many summer programs operaté at Winc hester, for the school s

open 12 months avear including the regular one- week vacation -

penods at Chrigmas, in February and in Apnl Summer programs in-

clude day camping with swimming at nearby beaches and state
parks. a tiny-tot building recreation program. gameroom, outdoor
recrealion, sewing neiy mmhood MOovVIes, aml outdoor night rec-

< _reation - .

. I
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- ) '. Community Involvement:
: T A Positive Approach in Choosing Teachers '
T . for Winchester Community School i A

*o many educaloﬁ.,&omn}uhny imolvement means community
control, with paregts taking ot er the schools and teHing teachers and -
principals what to teach and how to teach Thisis not necessarily the
cate Community involvement can be very positive, helping the
pnn(‘npal and his staft to do the job and to do 1t better

- Wlnchesler Community School has been drawing from commu-

* ity r&ourc(‘s for the past nine years Parents help select new ‘teach- "
ers.for the school J.Every time a new teacher 1s éent by the office of
", teacher personnel to be interviewed. the principal arfanges a small )
committee of parents and sc hool staff from the School-Community
= Councl jo helpin the screening and Interviewing process P
: After the teacher leaves. the committee discusses Ris merits and
: weaknesses The committee hds been unanimous In accepting and
re;é‘ttmg applicants If two parems wanted an individual andthe two
school people did not.'the prihaipal would break the deadlock "~ =
Aboyt 50 teachers have been hired by this committee, nfethod tg - .
'teach at Winchester during the past nineyears All of lhese teachers .
have been successful and are still teaching 1n the school system

. . r 8 .
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Start Rtght with K*der‘garxen Reg|strat|on

. Wlnchester has ingiated a successful JLLommunity health pro;ect
whereby parents ca&mer their (hlldren for kindergarten and
- have the childrecejvea complete health screening at the same tme
First, the project was oxplamed to PTA representatiyes, thé school
staff. and students Then physicians, a dental hvg‘emst speech
therapist. nurses, parent voluntee#s, S(hoolpersonnel and nutrition
experts were ‘asked to become involved Finally aletter was mailed
to‘each parent whose ehild would be entering kmdergarten gIving
S aII detals of the project and the day and tme for the child’s
. . appontment The day before the appointment a phone call or visit
A was made by anumPers to remind the. parent
+ Monday, W od yesday, and Friday of a week inApril were sét aside
for reglstrarlon Afflow chart of the steps was made and copies’
duplicated. 5o that each parent would know where each health
service would be provided ) : o
‘} Monday came Smh graders acted as guides A sludem guide
7 stayed with each parent and child, takmg them from one health
ser@hice to anothér . v
tipon enfering the school, all pa reats and children were asked to
go io phe y. where they were welcommed by the school’s
community anons worker, the principal, ,and several
paraprofessronals whd were also parehts ||vmg n thefcommumly
There were coffee’ and refreshments. and a television set was turned y)
on for the waiting parents, children, and younger <ibhrigs (Parent
- voluntoers took care of these youngsters while parents (*;,lﬂer(*d i
thelir kmder;,arten childien ) Nlitrition experts from the University
of Connecticut demonstrated inexpensive after- school snacks and
drinks that parents might make Recipes and health bobklets were
sdistributed l ’

- . N .
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After the brief orrentation the screentng went as follows

. AMain othice—Registration by school secretary and guidance
“ counselor and beginning ot child's school and health file

Audhtorium stage —\sual examinations by pdrenta olunteers and
"School paraprotessionals trained by the school nurse

Speech therapist's ottice—Hearing testing by a therapist using an
audiometer -’

Dental room—Complete ¢ he' kup ot teeth and gumis, cleaning of
teeth, and a tluonde treatment by the «chool's dental hy giehust Each
child was given a toothbsush and toothpaste atter the examination®

Nurse's othice =Physical exasination hy a local pediatrigian with
inoculations for those w ho needed them

Comnterence  room-- Conterence with school nurse on any
physical or tamily problems ‘The nurse recorded all results of the
health and screeming intormation on ghe childd’s headth card,

—_—

What were the results of the project? The iindiggs indgded one
child reterred tor glasses one hyperactve child - three cases of
hearing loss 22 childfren with caviies and one with serious tooth
decay 33 boosters and three vaccinations administered.

tn past vears the number ot chitfdren who registeréd during the
regular April kindergarten week had numbered between 13and 18
out ot a possible 70 to B0 The majonty came in September at a very
busv and hectic time tor school othicials This vear out of a possible
72 children who were contuc ted 58 kept their appointments and
were screened S children wete il and tive had moved from the
neighborhood Only three parents did not respond

s

>
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A PTA ‘Fur'l‘ctiv‘ity Nite® -

t ~ Draws a Large Turnout of Parents . "

-

When an enthusiastic teachingstaff joins with |mer‘estedhrems;
the result 1s a successful parent/teacher program A “PTA Activity
Fun Nite” was held last year at Winchester Community Schpol
Parents had the opportunity to choose two workshopsdromthese 10
reading games, math games, arls and crafts, cooking. physmal
education games, science fun with microscopes; browsmglhrough
Y black history books, woodworking, .community singing. and

%’udance services These workshop activities, led by teachers, .

cilfary staff, and paraprofessighals. were similar to subjects talight
o the children during the dav Parents learned and had fun domg
and making things N . -
Staff members also expenenced satisfaction and joy inwatching.
. the happy faces of parents as they«created projects in arts and crafts,
baked miniature pizzas, looked at protozoans under a microscope,
-practiced on the gym's’ trampohine. varnished decoupage wood

pictures, sang songs, square-danced. made reading games to take .

home, and strung Cheerios on strings to use in teaching their young
«children to count bv.tens One pagent was overheard l(’lhng her
friend, “Boy, what fun' | hope theéy do this again next week ' .
School p(’op!o should plan creauve, fun-filled. and novel
programs to get parents to come to PTA meetings Most PTA
meetings are drv and boring which may be one reason attendance
"nationwide 18 way down PTAs need a good “shot imethe arm '

» e
s

El{llc ‘ 15} () ' ) b ‘
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"Sex Education and Family Living.in Grade 6

* .

Wh\ can'tbovs have sahwd My other smokés wall she die of
cancer? Whidt i< heroin? What 1« rap®? These are just a few anxiety -
filled questions that my sixth-graders asked a popular New Haven
pediatrician who conducted a series ot weekdy sessions on health
and physical development withea class of Inelv normal inquisitive.,
healthy boys and girls

In spitg of a busy practice the doctor ac cepted a grant by the
Connecticut State Health Department to service our school one day
a week Hit-purpose was to instll good health practices among ghe

“communits school families and at the same time create a friendlgand
“helptut image of the physican He telt thatdow-income_families

regarded phyacans with distrust and tear and would consult a
physicaan only 1n the most serious ot emergencies Besides trwr‘\ifz all
this.he handled the upual cuts and bruised and any senious cas®thai
required attention w hile he was in the schood building He aldo gave
phvacal examinations to thoseswho gould not g6 to pravate
physicians '

It all started when the dogtor visited a snth- ;,,rdd(' dassro
engaged in a uniton the human body He came in while thete
was descnbing the heart and the circulatop system and offeffd 1o
bring in a model ot the heart (‘!,(alk to the children ab
teacher agreed and was delighted at the prospect da real doctor
coming into taltk tothe children The mext dav hew asback arq_;.,a\o a
very stimulating lesson on the heart 1o a group _of wide-eved
children They flsoded him with questions and he answered each
orte truthfu‘H\ an# at thellevel ot the children he was addressing
Immediately after the lesson the same idea occurred 1o both of us

Why not go thes kind ot actinity on g weekly basis? .
) \ )
‘IC : ' 16 1 "
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After the tirst ff’ix class sessions. the doctor and the teacher
discussed possible topl(s andhints were soinetimes planted at the
end of gsession The doctor concluded one session by writing the
word radrum on the board and asking the children to find
information about 1t At the following week's session the children
_eagerly repdrted their indings Questions were raised W hat does
radium look like? Where 15 1t tound? How doesit cure capecer? Can it
Cure otper diseases too? W hy did Madanyve Curie die frx)m it? These
-sessionf motiated the ¢h: IdrTn 1o do research and helped develop
skills apd understandifgs thal swege heing taught in othar subjects
Duting the "cold and sniffle season the doctor »kvabbedagorm
cuhuré from the throat of Achild who had asore throat He put the
germ tulture into a Petri dish and placed the dish over the room
radlator The children checked the dich dailv and watched in
wenderment as the germ colonies gritw The.next session r]ar(all\,
revolyed around (r)lds sneezing germs, prehentien of colds, and,
athe mnportanf% of covenng vour nose or mouth when vou have to
snee;e or cough ¢ .
Fyom time to ttime the teacher brought in films to use with
'S(ler{
next' time the doctor came, the children wanted to know about
eieph&mldsls tvphus, yellow tevert malana, and othgy diseases
carried bv msects Again, the children’s questions were ahswered .
frankly and in ssmple terms  as rh’\ had been in previous_sessions
Each child was alwavs satistied with hisansper, and the dottor soon
wonghe conhdence and trwndshlpot the children, as hetad hoped
There were sessions on smokmg on the harmtul effects of drugs and
alcghol. tuberculosis, tabies. pasteptization, ot*milk, leprosy. the
heart, allerglm the care of the body and thd teeth The children
looked at blood samples ynder a microscope, and lhov saw an x ray
of a stomach ulces - - -
In April Yfter enlisting the help oflhe s(hqol nurse, we doclded
to tackle thg area 6f sex d family iving We Began by ardgring
three films trotn the Ce ctieut Smr(- Department of Fduc $hion

“"Human Growth dnd Dev@opment:” The Story of Menstruatign,”
and ' As ﬁnvs Grow ’ Tho ¢ arranqod an ovonmg showing 0 lhe

ceunits Onesuch tilm wasonthe rofe ot insects in disease The,
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to their children One pareq said that this was one subject he
couldntexplan to his childand was e 'mbarrassed even 16 talk about
it Others agteed and teht that the vxperts could do 1t so much
better ' Permission notes were sent home and parents agreed to
allow their chitdren to see the films We showed "Human Growth
and Development” to bat bovs and gitls, ‘The Stow of
Menstruation” to girls and s Bovs Grow™ 1o bovs We are now
using "'Bov to Man’s and Gnrl to Woman "instead -
The girls saw therr nlmsilrst and the school nurse led the
discussion The boys sdw their ||m\nexmnd the dactor conducted a
discussion. As a follow -up-hemetwithyroups of eightor 10 children
grouped.by grade and sex, without the classroomiteather present,
onad weeklv basss He discussed the HIms and ansyered questions In
, these small- -group sessions the children .treely asked revealing
', questidns, some surprisinghy, mature. about puferty, human sexual
relations. dating <exual relations among3nimaly laws on sex acts,,
and tlinesses that can develop from sexual relations : ) ‘
The doctor cleared dp man “old wives' tales’” and primitve
1deay
mformalxor) Answers picked up from other children-had-creajed
misunderstandings wrong ideas, and un}wallhy atutudes’ toward
sexual development and marnage. Our efforts were atmed at
‘developing positive attitudes absut sexual devglopment 3 .that
these children will have healthy and wholesome attitudesw on“they
reach agulthowd . ¢ -
Often ch4l/1r( nfrom low séc 10ec onomic tamlllevha\,e no one to
turn tdfwherfthey nbedqnswecs to social and phvaical problems Our
program, 1sgontinuing now without the doctor, but the Board of
Health reso

involved in Wgrking with th%;oacher; students and parems SRR
* . . . . ‘
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Why Not a Social Studles Fair?

L%

Elementary schools for vears have held sciencedfairs, art fairs, and
book fairs, but never asocial studiés fair, so far as | know Why not?
The questlon was answered this year when a.few staff members de-
cided to plan a schoolwide social studies fair at Wichester The staff
felt that social studies was the neglected subject andneeded a boost.

The $ocial studies fair was held in June Parents, students, and
school officials from Winchester and other schools came to view the
exh|b|ls Besides the usual murals. relief maps, models, and dio-
'rar'has some very ynique projects were dxsplayed Athird-grade class
made a large table model of the entire neighborhoed, building the
high-rise apartments and streets out of cardboard boxes Two elec-
tric quiz game-boards for matching stateNh capitals and informa-
tion about theth were built by fourth-graders A light turned on
when the wire toughed the night answer There were Indian tepees,
a model of a medieval castle, maps and booklets about each state_ A
klndergarfﬁ class drsplayed atable illled with different kinds of Intter
picked up around Zhe nelghborhdod' A second-grade cliss made
papier maché orangé-head puppets after studving about the Israeh
kibbutz A first-grade class creatpd a three- dimensional map of Italy
from a prece of foam rubber There were booths on ecology, elec-
tricity, and pollution that related science and the social studies One
class made a tape recording of noises that charactenize the school
community and neghborhood .

A sixth- grade class conducted a survey in the neighborhood on
how residents felt, e area could bemproved The greatest number
of persons respondod. “cleanmg it up " "More policemen on the
streets” ran a close second Answering the question, “What business
would vou like to sed open up in the area?’” the majonity of those in-

\
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- terviewed replied, “a large discount store,” “'tood markets,” and

“more black-owned businesses ' in that order The questions and
answers were all displayed on charts at the fair Over 300 persons
were interviewed by the students .

A highlight of the fair was.a gigantic trade exhibit showing pro-
ducts and goods manufacfured in the area Students in the three
sixth grades wrote to 300 largé companies in south-central Connecti-
cut asking-for samples of what the companies manutactured Over
200 responded with letters, literature.’ and products Students
stopped by the office datly asking 1f any mail had arrived Thev wrote
their owm letters, thus correlating language -arts with sociab studies
Sample products sent to the students included a redwood bird
.house, a wall lamp.a ulver and cryvstal candy dish, display Charts of
buttons, hardware toals, metal wire. curtain rodd asix- pack of soda.
ball-point pens. mustc records. rubber g gloves. razor blades. codmet-
ics. chemicals, buckles. and-focks Al the items. hterature. and fet-
ferswere displaved atthe fair Atthe end of the fair the students were
allowed to keep what thev had receiyed S .

Willtam James once said “"There can be no impression without
expression ' By wniting reading. drawing. and building, children
have the oppartumity to collect historical and current data, geo-
graphic details, do research, and execute plansin order to create ex-
pression insome form Children need to'satisfyv their innate curigsity
about people and places Thev love to express themselves The
teacher needs to capture this spirit and guide'it conslrucl(ve‘ly What

better way than t gh a social studies fair? ‘
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Eatmg Lunch wnth the Pnncupal——A Special Treat
(¢ ’
unch with the prinaipal loddv has become a pleasgnt and
prosttgl(ms tme for students at the Winchester Communtty School .
Exch day t'choose six or seven students to have lunchwithme around
" the conterence tabld i m\. oftice Istart with each sixth-grade class,
choosing students until mor\()no has had a chanee to cat with me
Thén | go to the next grade untl all the students n our 550- pup!
school from grade 6 through grade 1have edten tunch with me This
1s accomplished by the ent of the vear o
The rewards are many | get a thance to kno\%&f@ach student by
name and persofality Students have a chance to see me as a normal,
friendlyhuman being and not as the “mean old printipal "’ empha-
size with the studéntsthat the principal is their fuend and | show
them the word Prm(lpal 6n asign in my office and underline the
word pal i principal ‘&lso, having unch with the prlnc1pa| in his of-
fice becomes a pleasant and positive experience for each guld
At one luncheon session; cooked carrots were served as the vege-
table The seven children with me ate everything except'the carrots
When | asked why they didn’t like carrots one child rephied, “Theéy
Jook nasty!” | told them how nutritious and mmportant cooked
carrots and all vegetables are for growing boysand girls and for good
health | told them that I ate my carrots and showed them my empty
tray | coaxed each child, one by one.totry the carrots Each child ate
his carrots and admutted they didn’t taste bad atter all’ Fating to-
gether s another way to teach children to eat their entire lunch At
each luncheon session | remind d»kh'en that | expect the,m to join
my “Clean the Plate Club " 5 WY
After eating we hold “Bip ™ sessions |
personal problems and [h(ur fikes an o
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weachers (information | keep-secret), and school policies Children
also have the opportunity to interact socially with each other and talk
freely, joke, andsharendeas

Once, after finishing lunch, a group ofsuxth grade bbys@%wthelr
teacher’s picture, taken the yea’before Ina schoorﬁcture album,
One of the boys remq,rkted ‘Hey, here's a picture of Mr } He looks
‘like a white man in this pictur&!” His friend next to mm said, “You're
stuptd Mr } 1s awhite man!*It's true, Mr. J.1s white and the Al
dren are-blagk This incident was a tremendous compliment to the
teacher; because it demonstrates that the chldren accepted hlm )
completely that skin talor was not an 1ssue ¢
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Bright 'a‘nd Talented Winchester -
- Students Are Not Forgotten

Th? Benjamin Banneker Advancemenrtt ’\( lemy 15 a unique.pro- ’
gram for academically talented and creative Students at Winc hester .

The program provides * supplementarv schooling” for a selected
grodp of about 40 students im grades 4, 5. and 6 Whilewe offer com-
pensatory programs in reading, math, tutoring, etc . we often forget

. about our gifted and more able students

The Benjamin Banneker Academy 1s named tor a black sgennsl
wniter. and imventor of the Revolutionary era This s but one of the
community school'simany attempts to allow children and their par-
ents to 1dentfy with their black heritdge 1n a positive way

The program 1s under the direction of, a day-sc hoalloa(her who
works as partof the after-school community school staff, assisted by
volunteer tutors from Yale University, Southern Connecticut State
College, and Hopklns Grammar Schogol, a private preparatory school
in the area "The academy stresses the importance of§’~ ning profl-
crency in Enghsh, particularly through creative writingand the sluciy
of lterature Each student s required tg study either conversational
French or Spanish Fach student.chooses one elective froM ballet,
Chess Club. modern dance, Science-Rocket Club, arts and crafts.
sculpture, cooking, instrumental music lessons, sewing, CHildren's
Theater. Gospel Choir.and others These electives armalso offeredto
the entire student body as part of the regular community school pro-
gram Nonclassroom actvities indude field trips thrOUghout the

- school year,

The pmgmm ‘n( hed vyllh a $1 500 gram from a foundation

'elgh! years ago, I1s n()w funded through the regular school budget .

IC i 28 .




it 1s hoped that this addifional enrcchment schoaoling for our
promising pupils will provide them with a sufficient background so
that they may be able to enter private schools on a scholarship or be-
come®part of the Ulysses S Grant program at Yale University Even if
they should not.we believe we have an obligation to sumulate bright

-

students to become future leaders N
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A Wmter Vacation Camping Program
\ .
A wintevacation camping program is not a new idea Agencies
hke the YMCA, YWCA, and Jewish Community Center have been
conducting them for years. but it wasunique foraNew Haven public
school to have such a program durlng a Christmas vacation period
Our school offered physical education, recreation, and social activi-
ties that week, but for upper elementary and junior and senior high
students. Then someone suggested a camping program‘for elemen-
tary students during the vacation period
The neighborhsod planning team approved a schedule for the
camp as follows . :
Tuesday—9 30 am to 12 noon assembly, bowling (entire (a'mp‘)', 12 30

pm.to230pm tlm festival at Yale University Art Gallery {

Wednesday—9 30 ¢ m 10,12 poon, song fest, gymnastum program. 12,30
pmtd? I0pm swimming fyounger campers) ice skating (older rampers)

Thursday—9 30 am o 12 noon, arts and crafts gymnasium program,
preparation for talent show, 12 30p m to2 30 p m , swymming (entire tamp)

Fridavy—9 30 am to 12 nodn mystery bus tnp, 1230 pm (6230pm,
New Yeat's Party, performance by magician, camp lalenL show

tach day from 12:noon to 12 30 p m. was lunch time During this
time tampers engaged in low-activity games The counselors were
paid by the Park and Recreation Department and by college angd high
school work-stdy programs Funds for transportation were pro-
vided by the ggmmunity school transportation budget

Because other community school programs were offerad without
charge, some individuals expected the carhp to be a free activity

"However. a $2 activity fee was set up to help pay the cost of bowling,

ice skating, arts and crafts, and milk and dessert for the campeys who
brought their lunches with them each day

233 O ‘.
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Flyers went out to parents of children i1n grades 2 throligh 6 and
the response was overwhelming Staff was hired and program ar-
rangements were completed tn a few days the quota of paid regis-
trations—one bus load—was reached However, aff& camp started
other children asked 1f they (ould.lom, no child was refused By tfe
end of the week, two'buses were needed %o transport the campers
Chitdren in camp were from eight different public and private ele-
mentary schools in the area

On the Friday afternoon before the,vacation camp began, a
counselor orientation period was held. at which the staff reviewed
games, songs. camp activities, rules and regulations. handling of chil-
dren, and the philosophy of winter camp

It was decided to run the program much ltke a summer camp.
Each child was made to feel as if he were taking part in a summer
camping experience the classrooms used for meeting in the morn-
ing were called bunks Each counselor had erght to 10 campers di-
vided between bovs' bunks and girls” bunks by age and grade Morn-
ing assemblies in the gvmnasium were used for learning camp songs
and games, Yollowed bv major activities for each morning and after-
nobn period

On Fridav a ystery bus trnip took the®campers to a chicken
hatchery 1n a nearby town The campers saw eggs incubating and
through a special ight were able tosee differentstages of an embryo
inside anegg The high point camewhen cam
plavy’ with, and examine three- day-old chicks Public
trip reached the local newspaper. and a ph()logr‘aphqr 1o
of the children with the chicks The pictures .)bd story appNNg
few days later ! 4

A New Year s party withspecial re freshmvms and 1ce cream spin-
daes highlighted the last afternoon A Magictan p( rforme dand each
burk participated i a tdlvm show thdt Wwds open 1o pajents and
friends in the communyty
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The Winchester Exchange Plan

C ’ LY .

When do you hut alow pointun the school year? Usually, it’s Janus-
ary, February. or Aa.ch When ar® vou most enthusiastic? In Sep-
tember. at the beminring of the vear Why not repeat September
enthusiasm 1n fFebruary? The Winchester Exchange Plan helps a
teacher do that | T

Second- through fifth- grade teachers exchange classes with
anotherteacher of the same grade Tea¢her A teaches ore classf‘rom
September until januarv and then switches with Teacher B unhl june

The change seems to benefit both the teacher and the student

Studentsare cured of winter dqldrums A child who's pot domg well

wuth one teacher getsa fresh stgrt with the Qther Of course the plan
Is flexible The child who's (x;berlen(lng success with one teacher

may remain in one class all vean However, most of the sludems gdin,

frorwthe strengths and skllls qf not one teacher but two

A new classin February 15 a Thot inthearmtoa nred‘ea(hg;; Two
teachers work (Iosol\ togetherjand study the progress made ch
Child Also, Teac Her A works h eror to prepare his class for Teacher
B The bud of team teaching]bBlossoms b((Juso.l'theaghers are
forced to ralk to cachother pldncooperative programs, and find oyt
abaut new children ‘

What better way. (‘S[)(‘(Idl" in our. Wbansschool systems whore
regding and arghmetic su)roq have dropped. ta stmulate creative
teaching? The Winchester Fxc Tngo Plan 15 an answer —and the prlce
is fow Infact 1t doesn’t cost the Board of Education or the taxpaye rY
an extra cent- ‘ ! @

A
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~fave cgnts brings pleasure to hundr
«chdol
- The popcorn projectcan be thougky
minlature company Since all the chil
“ has definite responsibilities, and jobs a
+f Ingtheraw materidls (carn kernels. bag
ing the popcorn. bagging the popcorn.s
.} financial records, and depositing the pr
% codnt Some of the children have been
¢, positions such as president, secretafy, an
-* not onlv gain valuable business experienc
ically. but are able tp develpp individual p
Each student comesTito contact with other
community, and this interaction helps him t

en dre

'

money for bus trips, tor purchasing artandscie
. special events . e
What better way to learn the laws ot eco
money, vocationpal requirements. and basic arit
. aweekly pdpcorn project? Moreover, a popcor
child to emjoy school andtoffers him valuable s
e educational expf?rmnces\
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Popcorn Project:
vate Special Class Students

. school wing near Room 27 Buvm \a bag af fresh buttered popcorn

of as a business venture ora

involved, each child

rotated. Jobs include buy-
otl butter, salt, etc ), mak-.
Imgthe popcorn. keeping
its 1IN a savings bank ac-
lected to administrative
treasurer The students
and advance academ-
le and class sohdarity

embers of the school

vercame any feeling

of inferority he may feel because of his spedjal class status
A popcorn business offers another advanfage The class raises

ce materials, and for

omics. the flow of
metic,thanthrough
project motivatesa
ml,emonon:al,ang
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‘ Some Successful Activities .
; , for the Urbanvantaged Child
O ' ’

f thewnany activities Introduced at Winchestep Community
School. most have become continuing or annual events Some of
these are

1A Papmha(k Book Fair This was held on two davs and one
evening, when children and parents had the opportunity # browse
new books and magazines. make pur(hasos and be stimulated to be-,
come acquainted with all kinds of reading matenials Special empha-
515 was placed on books by black authors and books about famous
*American vegroes A committee ot parents and teachers planned
and ran the book fair This has become an annual event
2 A Commumty Variety Show Bertent This affair was a variety
show benefit featuring local bgnds. singing groups. and dance
_groups from the community The program was imittatéd by high
“school wotk-study students who work in the atter-school program '
Teen-ceammittees werd organized, and the teen- agers signed up the -
local tatent twho performed tree of charge) and handled publicity, -
making posters and selling tickets Many parents helpéd as ushers
and chaperones Many neighborhood bands and singing groups use
the school for practice and rehearsal sessions

3 An Freht-Week Course in Negro History This course tor par—
ents, teachers. and adylts in the commumty beggm atter interest was
aroused at a PTA meeting where mulrsotﬁm?:nd Negro history
 mattrials used in dassrooms were exhibited and discussed A Yale

tican history major was hired to teach the course Each [pas0n
- ‘drew’ a high percentage ot parents This course was taught for three
vears " ,

4 Exhibits of Negro Histon, AMaterials Penodic exhibins showing
pictures ot outstanding American blacks are displaved in the halls -
and in the classrooms Much backgroundwork s done bythe curric-

m service teacher and classroom tvd(hvrs to develop ra(lal pride

ERIC 84
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and a good selt-image 1n each student, and to toster better learning
and study habits - . )

5 Wide Use ot Audiovisual Aids All types of audiovisual aids
such as filmstrips, fifms, urban study prints, pictures, and charts
showing black and ether mmomy group members in positive roles
, are-used effectively in the classrooms and at PTA meetings

6 A School Chorus A fifth? and sixth-grade chorus directed by
the music teacher ﬁerforms af PTA meetings and assemblies and
gives concerts at otherschools Parents are invited and encouraged
to attend all rpusical programs Many parents are present at each
sevent A Christmas concert and spyipg, concert are heéte each year

7 Parent Voluntedry tor School Tups Each classroam teacher
asks parents to accompany his class on freld thps These trip experi-
ences not only enrich the parents, but win friends for the school

8 Weekly Meetings with*Psychiatrists The school $taff had the
opportunity to meet with two psvchiatrists who volunteered their

-services for group sessions once a week. Ways of handling “prob-
lem" children wefe discussed techiniques and 1deas shared. and in-
sights gained

9 Discussion ot Achievement Test Scores At a PTA meeting par-
gnts and teachers were shown'the results of achievement tests given
to second- and fourth-grade students earliersin the year Median
scores were shown and compared to median scores for the city The
school scores were almost idgntical® with the city median, which
closely paralleled the national median Insome cases the school.did
better than the gty median This presentation boosted morale of the
teachers, who felt that their hard work and energy were paying divi-

dends Parents gained new confidence in the work teachers were \

doing with their children
10 An Art Fair Inner-city children are artistically creative, but
seldom does gne see the results of their labor Hence, an ali-school
“art Mair open to the public was held in the library for one week Win-

«chester Community School students visited the fair and had therr,

egos boosted when they saw their own creations on display (We
have also beld science. social studies. and learning fairs)

11 Lively PTA Meetings PTA meetings are interesting and
friendly gatherings The last meeting of the year is usually a supper-
soctal at whieh a catered dinner 1s served PTA service awards are
gcven to dedwated PTA and school people The program also in-

‘ -
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cludes installation of new PTA othicers, enterdinment, and specially
invited guests A novel table arrangement brightened the supper-
socials Twelve tables, representing each of the months, corre-
sponded with birthdays Each person<at at his birthday table In this
way parents and teachers were able to meet and make new friends
Apprépniate songs were sung tor each month ’

12 School Assemblios Frequent school assembhies are held i
which prominentlocal commaunity leaders are imvited to speak Also
difterent classrooms present pmgmm\ in which profewunﬂ&huld
and adult theatrical groups pertorm Parents are invited to alk&cem-
blies

13 Phyvsical Erducation Freld Dav Thisis held in the gyvmnasium. *

and practically evenn one ot the school s 550 students participates
.The physical educatian teacher teaches and supervises as the stu-
dents join In square-dancing, tumbling, gymnastics, and other ath-
letic feats A lkge number ot parents andinterested adults come for
this occasion We also hold an outdoor "Oh mpics™ in the spring, at
which students from eachupper-grade classtompete inrunning, re-
lav and other sports events '

14 Youth Serving hmrh Furernd Progrim The Black Fducatoss
Organization sponsored a new assistance program inwhich selected
inper-city high school students were paid to tutor elementary stu-
dents who neaded helpin reading and mathematics and in develop-
ing good self-images and pride The program h(’lp(‘d both the tutor

chmo Hnmmf Addinonal volunteer tutoring programs dr(@('-
ingX arried out as part of the regular academic school program and as
part of the atter-school program

15 A School Band A commuttee of parents working closely with
schaol people has helped to start a school band Forty fifth- and
<ixth-grade‘students now fake instrumentat music lessons The par-
ents, through different tund-raising projects, were able topurc hdw
many nstruments for the chddren These purchases supplement the
instruments bouuht tor the school by the Board of Education Our
school-commumity relationsworker with parents staff andstudents
helpmy saved 55 books o trading stamps to get d telesision set with
which to hold a rattle so that money could be raised to buy musical
instruments About $300 was realized trom the Yaffle Fhe followipg
vear the sanie wurk( rsaved another 55 books of trading stamgs and
_presented the s héol mth ate l(‘\l\:rm set
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Teachirfg Urbanvantaged'CHildren—A Summatioh

A’Weacher of urbanvantaged children in an inner-citv school will
face days of frustration exhaustion, excitement, and satistaction Ho
should forgesat he has learned about the disadvantaged child,’
“the culturally deprived child.” and the “econpmically impovei-

ished child ““He must have the strength ot Hereules, the patience ofa
a saint, lhe‘wgdom of Solomon. and the endurance of an astronaut

Teaching 1n an inner-aity school 15 an unending challenge*and
there 1s n0* cookbook™ forsuccess Hrequires freshness and vigor of
mind It requires confidence, stabihty. and a creative spark A strong
personblity 1s needed to draw out the intelligence and fashion the
character of voung people in the process of developmem R

A téacher must be sensitive to the needs of his students He must
tearn which words act as trrggers to set off feelingg of hosulity He
must talk to hisstudents so as to makg-them feel shat they are wanted
and ngeded Student values related to tamily. honesty cleanless.
and ambmon will not always be |dent|<a| with the values that the
teacher himself cherishes The ifiner- -city child wants respect,.not
sympalhy from his teacher Teacher and child should learn to bulld
respect for each &her's ideas and values

Te,!chers should carefully plan their daily lessons All activities
should be well organized, structured. and basic to the needs of stu-
dents Those activities relating to hife needs and problems, 1ssuesin-
volving family life, ecology, economic concepts. and human rela-
tions, and prablems affecting urban living should be incorporated
into lessons Teaching should be more thild- and hfe-centered than
subject-matter centered ‘

The constant objective should be to insure that all students will
learn to read, write, and speak the English language with some fly-
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ency Readingis the basic function of the school progrdm, and the
teaching of effective reading and langtiage skills are az‘ongthe most
|mpo#ant contributions inner-city teachers can make at this tme

A teacher should borrow from both traditional and “‘open”
methodalogies. The traditional approach contributes rudés, disci-
pline, authority, rote, organization. order. and strong demands for
achievement The open concept emphasizes humanism, explora-
tion, interest centers, motivation, learning by doing, projects, group
activities, and personal pupil/teacher and pupil/pupil relationships
Teachers must [earn to bridge the gap between theory and practice
They should encourage students to help in the planning of fieTd trips
and room projects, 1n the solving of some class problems, in the plan-

ing of units and activities, and 1n arranging physical aspectyof the
lassroom v

There 1s nosecret formulafor success as an inner-city teacher But
alove of children, high expectations, a sense of humor, a feeling of,
dedication, lots of hard work, and a sincere desire to teach will cer-
tainly help . .

While no two urban community schools will be the same, and
while no single school, evenone as sutcessful as Winchester, can be
a precise model for another community, guidelines do exist that may
be useful anywhere The current literature and the Winchester ex-
perience lead us to recommend particularly these 10 guidehnes

1 Teachers Daung traineg for servige in inner-city schools should
be encouraged to forget alt they had learned about the “disadvan*-
taged child,” the “culturally deprived,” and the “economically im-
poverished " Be a teacher!

2 Teaching in inner-city schools requires freshness and vigor of
mind In common with all teaching, the job implies the ability to
draw out the intelligence and fashion the character of young human
beings in the process of development.

3 Seminars should be held for teachers to stress the importance
of patience, forbearance, and the conviction that every child who
comes to school has the nght to be taught by a sincere and capable
teacher who really believes that all children can learn Cos

4 The constant objective 1s to make certain thatall pupils in their
classes can read, write, and speak the English language withsome flu-
ency

5 Each teacher should be his own reading specialist He should
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be taught how to use the basic reading skitls and should learn that

' there iy no great mystery involved in teaching those skills

6 Reading s the basic function of the icheol program, and the
teaching of effective reading skills1s tfw one most Impoktant contri- * -
bution that a teacher can make to an Jnner-cll\ school at this period
in our history . ’

7 Teachers about to start work ininner-aty schools would most
definitely bd®helped to understand that minicourses or demonstra-

" tons in black English. pve talk, street'dialect, and Swahih are not ac-

ceptable substitutes for competent performance in standard oral

and written!English ’ N )

» 8 Theacquisition of skills inintricate ancient tribal dances, cym-
bals. wood blocks, and tambounnes are I(‘Rﬁlmate uses of leisure
fime. but these activities should never lgko precedence over the fun-
damental skills of reading. writing, and arithmetic o

9 Teachers in inner-city schools should be given opportunities:
to meet and know the mothers. fathers. aunts, uncles, andgrandpar-
ents of the children they will teach This will give them 4 chance to
kriow the aspmmons and the drkams of those adults flrsthand
Teachers will realize that those parents want the'best tor therr chil-
dren Thev want their children to became better educated and ta
make ghe advances that they themselhes were dented :

10 Teachers assigned to inner-aty schools should be 'dynamic
agents of change sensitive to the problems of the here and now and
determined to help tind some of the answers New methods shduld
be devised to determine the titness of candidates for the teaching

. profession. hecausetis a waste of ime to have peaple insuchsensi- -

thve and essential positions who cannot carry out therfquirements of
the job
’
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