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ABSTRACT
MONIQUE 1s a very s nple, pseudOpersonallzed

computer-assls%ed program for Freneh. It is written in BASIC for use
in the Hewlett-Packard 2000 C* ox the HP 2000 Access system .
computers. The program, in its simplicity, allows for a great degree
of variety in the types of drills which can be included--grammar and
“‘culture. MONTIQUE is not designed for computer-assisted instruction or
testing but for supplementary.drillwork, affordlng the student.
unlimited access to ‘drills. #ith minisal editing MONIQUE can- be )t
converted into computerized drills .in any language. The cost factors

involved. in n51ng MONIQUE are relatively small. The time factor for -

the teacher is equally small--it involvés nc more time than th?t
needed for creating a 20-25 item daily classroom quiz. Benefits
gained from dUsing the program are primarily motivatjomal sincel it
provides the student with readily available drills based on'na#erlal
currently beinq studied 1n class and with ungraded nlnl-tests for |
practlce. (Author) / ) o : N .! i}
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THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN.

ATHMG)IT POINTS OF VIEW'OR CPINIONS

STATED OO NQT NECESSARILY RERRE- . -
SENT OF FICIALNATIONAL msﬂwte of .
EDUCATION POSITION DR POLICY = : -

S \ MONIQUES-THE ASSISTANTE .

MOK IQUE %is a t;relessfw good-ﬁorker:

mistakes She is very cows1stent

and she

'AFEbr

you tell her to. {et, she is ba51cally quite dumb{

all, MONIQUE 1s a series of cdmouter-assrsted French drills

which I Flrst began to use 1n 1974, Slnce'lﬁ74 the ba51c, .

i program H\E been refined byt the orlglnal concept and pur-

pose have been retalned / 'S CL v,

/ R y
L . . P Y

N ~ .

, A very cemmon‘reaction to hearing about a computer for
s B . N
R Y
Hege's

N ‘ c, ! -
» use as-an instructional device in FL study is "Uh
another attempt at reolaclng the teacher with a machlne D wer

not!

st

insist on 3ro11Ferat1no machlnes and undermlnlng—-even dehuma-

- .

nrzing 9yr,}nst1tut10ns or "Well someone hae chnd?agbther
toy." . j L ‘ ) ’ - )
; JAu cont galre The criginal Sflurry of NDEA-Fiﬁanceﬁ . , -
. language laboratcrles has sub31ded and teachere were not :,.
) replaced: + The utopian laboratcries and original audiq~lingcal'

materials'Have been replaced by rationally and realistically

desiéned methods which incorporate these same laboratories

or at least the pr1nc1ple UF these labg, and whlch use them to

much greater benefit Teachers do not c0n51der 'tape and cas-

sette recorders, overhead, Fllmstrlp and mqv1e(b o\]ectcré,L Lt

x

~

.

and videbtape equipment as attempts on their lives and live-

lihood,

.

but as,welccme additions to the dasfc hardware ta be

" ' : v ) R « 'A,

&

4
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f’used in everyday classrcom situations and.activities,-

) So“should it be with ,the computer, since it comblnes the

- o 1ndeFat1gab111ty of tape,“the selmrcdrrectlng features cF pro-
gTammed texts and the novelty OF video-tape equipment, After <

‘all, it is a lot more interesting for a student to use than
¢ . . 1 ] ~

5 . . . R . "

any one of the other machlnes we. have at our dlsposar. -,

Vevertheless, the‘ccmputer can never replace the language

,

laboratcry slnce it deals &1th -a totally different sk111 area==_

&ral language ‘versus wrj ten language Nor can it replace the

teacher, 51nCe personal

v

ontact with the teacher cannot be . ‘s

.o replaced by a ccld, 1mpe‘s0nal unsympathetic machine, ‘'Even

-

pseudepersonal response made by a.computer lack the personal -

[ @' .

warmth Ln a good studen -E/acher relaticnshlp.2 ;\ " A ..

" Dr Cec11 Nood at| the Unlversity cF mlnwesctaf.has inw .

~ - f‘%r German course\ " the preFace to his handbcck he_makeg
a statement whlch redu es tHe/lntlmldatlng, all knowing, never= .
'err1ng ccmputer to a 1mple,/dumb machine - o : .

IF you take the CAl German course, you wlll '

: o ~ expect, a mlraqle I doLmyselF Ne}ther’of us
)

e L Lwild get it - Hope alwa s exceeds reality, : ) Q

. . jfj The. omputer‘should teach you grammar, the . ‘ f .
‘ | X .
telev1 10n oral comprehenelon and vccabulary} the o

r

.o |
- : classgoom should blend them‘lnto language. Ac-.

) . © tually th1s is what will happen--not as perfggtly

‘ ' - 1
. - o as,éither*of us hopes,~ but pretty well (.:..) - i
I :' When Tope exceeds rea11ty, then you are a human /..' ’.
VTSRS S IR MR, ’fli g A . - . L ~{
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'being (slapg for homo sapiens)} iFylt dld\not, you .
would be -a computenh(slanq for ép-;gggg).

Computers, nodtmally, do not'make mistakes.
ﬂefthercdo they eat pizza, make‘love}:cpange their .
minds or dream, 'They canqot;speak;*eithere-not N\

German, not any other language, ° .

Y ou can,3 . . ) N ) -
. e S a . .
In'a Carnagle Cdmmlsslon report on ngher Education pub—~ ©
b

llshed 1n 1975 it was remarked:that “tHe real truth about com-

* . .
puters in higher gducation lies more in the pessimism of edu-“ .

"catots agalnst u31ng the computer than in the opt1m1sm of

[ aa

.technologlsts toward its use, i,e.,y 2ny one kind of tecwiology
- IR . g A '. ~

. LA

"is quite appropriate for cefEﬁiT’disciplines and,certain'types

I

. N ,a

of subject matter, and qulte 1nappropr1ate for others In
other words, does——om\can-—thé computer find~a niche An’TL study?
Even wlth the plloht of FL study at’ the college and un1-

A}

versity IEvels, w1th depreased enrollments and reduced culties

Ls a general trend do we have suFFrclent t1me For each student
[ ¢ " - o ™

who comes to se€ us with h1s humerous requests f'or help, and -

"cbmplalnts such as "I don't understand this’ stuFf .Can you

help’ me?: What else can 1 do?"--and the "stuFF" he does not

N 4

understand is a grammar/polnt you ha\ begnwdlscuss1ng For two .

olid eeks in class, replete with’ [ 1zzes and several vgin at-

' o8, . . o o
tempt at rephrasing’ 6'31ngle-grammar

AN

oint gg naugeum ‘ R
i B
‘Therefore,.lm ‘an attempt to hélp the students and to aFFord

;.'s"

them moTe drlllWork I deslnged MONIQUE - The name 1s:not an

ecronym for an esoterlcally-named prpgram, but s1mply the Flrsb

-
H . . . LI L TN - .
~t ‘

" French name that-came to mlnd, . M T
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"mowzauz

lts'simplicity” it,

* (1)

Many

plex-and expensive,.

1

~Also,

teacblno situation in the specific environment in which they were
‘developeo.

. . ] o, .
readily adaptable to other learning situations angd environments.

'

ny»s, 'alternate forms),

It
It
to
It
on

Of

these pra

a
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of course, has its limitations, stch as

is a very simole computer procram in desicn,

°
’

does not allow for variables in ansuers (syno-

s

.

has an invaripble format, . - .

’ . g k. L
does not direct students, based on their error§,

N -

relevant portions of the grampar text.,
ddesﬁnotlbranch students to ‘'simpler problems based
the same grammatical concept.

- ot

the currently avallable CAl programs are both c¢om-

-

" A

.ment sucH as plasma dlsplay units, audlo- and+visual comoonen%s.
[}

A ]

3rams were developed and

In other words, these "canned " pro rams are not.
’ X .0Q

' faar schopls hav1ng a more restricted budget and more 11m1-

!

They call For more elaborate computer equip-

esigned Fbr use in the .

ted computer resources, NDRIQUE can be used, 51nce, For its

operation, the basic hardware heeded is obviously a computer
§

(such as uhe Hewlett- Packard ZUUDC'), and a teletype termlnal--.i

’

.
-

A

»

b

either d1rect -wired or-with an.acoustlc.coupler.

Most teletype termlnals do'not allow for upper-

casé letters or accent marks,

»

L

I find this a minimal

.the consideration,of adoptirg such a device,

At the

A1

treme is CARLOS [Computer~Assisted'Reuiew Leégons on

syntag], which artificializés Spanish orthography by

and lower- B

drawback for

dther ex-°

‘Spanisb

using an

apostrophe 1n the ne«t space aFter a letter to 1nd1cate the

accent mark

N "’f
)

o o
& K / - 9 ) N

or an asterlsk after N . to Fepresent a tlldef
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CAN*O'N , Although~1n1t1ally the lack-bﬁ-upper- and lcwer-case
AN

‘.letters and accent marks,may seem 1naccurate or mlsleadlng,itha

'ba31c practlce in. us1n0 the correct Fcrms--past participles,

"~

. o adgsctlue agreement position- oF conJunctiue ob;ect Dronouns,

etc --mlnlmlzes this relatluel§ small drawback 5 .

. 1

Many of the 11m1tat10ns‘I have mantioned,are@superseded

.0 : by the Factjthat MONIQUE-isﬁﬁot ccmputer-assisted.instructfon
s . - .+ but: computer-asslsted ﬂrlllwork The‘drilis~are for review or
+ - 0

‘are supplementary work ccuerlng cnly one,basic point cF grammar

IR " :

cr . that can. easlly be located in the. textbook and the drills are
e ° never- 1nserted before a polnt is to be or‘has béen studled in
I : class. ; f‘- ‘-. ' SN i‘\_ - , o
o - . mowiaue, \even with ‘its limitatibns, is a highly Flexible
¢}7' instrument sane its Flex1b111ty stems d1rectly From 1ts very
; . slmpllclty.‘”The program 1is a totally cptldnal aCthIt! Fcr those

students who want;and need supp;ementary wcrk.s Granted, it does-

n0t~give the-student the‘personal cbntact with the teacher and
. s the beneflt cF 0ne-tc~0ne tutorlal sesslcns, but 1t,dces glue ‘1

‘s

them (1) a convenLently accesslble seriea oF pract1ce drills

,releuant to the sUbJect matter beln%/}tudled in class;’ (2) an -

7

auailabte reulew cF problem areas in FL learnlng, .and (3) im= '.

, ‘mgdiate re&nforbement uerlflcablon and ccrrectlcn of both cor-

. d .
© . * ’ L -~

. - rect” and 1ncbrrect answers. O . ’

’ ¥ - . . !

wlth ‘minimal, work and uery mlncr changes, MONiQUE can be
. ﬁ?}

MARIA4 HELGA SOPHIA FULVIA or NATASHA--that rs, a

™
< R
.

German, Italian, Latin or Russian program BER S N
. — ., ... . 3‘%} \
. v - - ,',' < & . . R , . i
:&{ . . . .'
\ . ~ §
; * ’ _8 L . e -

e o, o -

— ¥ :
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COST ANO IIHE FACTORS . © %~

Of primary concern to potential computer users, surpassed

- . only -By the qualm of usthg!yet enothet machine' in FlL.class-

)_ rogms, are factors of cost-benefit,~c0st-éffectiqeness'and\$~—w/ .
.0 . , 5 ' M . '.“‘ ' N
. .72 time, St _ Ly ‘
N With ‘the @;ﬁespread prollferatlon ‘of cggputers and computer , ,

technolooy, the cost of hardware is rapidly declining, Even
: ‘;ommﬁnldabion,costs--the usé oF phanesrand/or phone l}nes--are é
Failing Ente,acceptable ranges The major cost tdmpenent‘rs‘\ o
. : iy,
B | associated with the software (Xhe 1nstruct10nal materlals)

~

the lower the .costs to elen
b 4 ° ———

LR e e " .
a.patentlallyninslgnlFlcant number of cents per student hour,

. R i
- The'more widespread they become,

dne of.the basic costs, aside from both the hardware apd
> - .

sothare- is ternﬁna> user. time, and storage aésed§on financial’

‘ records for ay jﬁm Drogram in 1975 7n,—and for my ouwn classes,' 1 ‘_. .
SR "~ if all 74 of ay students had used the conputer, the c03t per '
h S student would have been about 97 50 For'lﬂ months
L TEACHER USE - T STUBENT USE —
’ oo DATE Tost - RomRs - COST HOURS COST RER HOUR
;i975-7e'\@§s375n;_ " 27.89 '$338.87% . 293,91  ° $1,12 )
1976277 §210.34  © —--%*x 3106,11%% 92,85 ' $1.14
- ’ : o : _ o ‘ .\
ol ¥Includes Flrst- and second-year sﬁadents 2
' }f ;*Includes only second-year students* f‘ . A
:5”***Informat10n not’ aUallable r-.' . ) t 1
- \ flost of the teacher-use ‘fime is devoted to .inserting new’ °
- ’ . drllls,/maklng changes in the frane program anp correctlnd er=

-

_ ~rars in the_;nserted_drlll 1teMs.

(NSNS,

Actually, "much of this work




. v

could be dore by a studgpt asslstant

.

.The only purely tsaohef-

' controiled activ1ty~1s the wr1t1ng oF the drllls (based ‘on-

. _:’ ) . . .. N B - . . r
‘ ' . _ TONIQUE - Page T
v - » . . ) \ .

.

current classroom. matérlals), whlch takes no more ‘time. than.

S

’

that to create

20-43 ltems dally classroom qu1z

PN

LY

FORMAT OF PROGRAW

.

In’an attemot to "pseudopersonallze" the program, the stu=

3

dent is asked his- name and is addressed by thls name ‘for the du-

-

“~n

[

-

-

.

ratlon of the program l . ’ ) : :.

~

The orogram ds presently belng used for, second-year students

¢

as a portlon oF an 1nnovat1ve course in 1ntermed1ate French,

- *

entire program, except for. reJolnders, is written in Fremch,. .

I

The

Students are addressed by TU .and carry out’ same relatlvely s1mple

dialogue with MONIQUE befaore they begin‘the actoaL‘dtill.

-

o

4

\GG-GR:

puter,
(

L]

3. NAME:

IDENTIFICATION OF

as MONIQUE.
Etudent.. \

N\

PROGRAM:

~

It then

*

_\The stJdent is tHen

-

\

The program is identified in french

4

v

asked his name,

A}

.

IS

2
.

I

states that it is here to heip the

4

[

DIALOGUES

~

The dialogue is constantly changed to'suft‘the
-, : '

season of.the year or situations on ctampus,

-

~

/

Studbnts

¢

answer either by yes or no, and statements are made

identification of ths user For link-up with the com-" """

A

- -concerning their answer,

° . 5, ARE YOU READY TO WORK? If the student says yes, then ‘the

drill program c%ntidues

‘._IF he "answers no, the program

termirates.

]

. e
!
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N . . . ‘ . veoe ~
- e ‘ ' . S0 ' . .
. v . \ : ' \
; SRR - U LISTI« OF EXERCISESw . ?he\computer then lists the drills
o svailable by titlg, Nl
: J. CHOICE: THe student Ghoose's the drill Qy\title ‘
3 " . . \~ - A
© .0+ B, ORRLLS: - - z | cT N .
p : . a, 20-25 1tems . . ... N ' L \>f\ . ; .
. . BN : .. o R SN - "\
o b, All erlls havé an-identiéal Format--a one-line Ebmputér
' L N N
) . ‘prlntout of the question or stanIUs form 1mmed1ately
) s . : f ~e
., Followed\by the student's one-line input response, N
. * . N
e, »Corrept response: If (and when) the student respoands . S
> . . fcorrectly; the gomputer chooses a.réward statemen't

, ‘
A . N ]

from amono sevengfandomlzed statements which are
, \

wrltten in, colloqu1al Engllsh Jhese statements 7
: ' S ’

3~

4 are Frequently chanoed to av01d boredom . .o

- ¢ __—
d. Incorrett respdnse: . t , ’ L “ 7

- o, _ (f}-’Fifst'incdrrect:» The student is informed of the .

incorrectness of his answer,” but is giyeh a °°

. second chance, JThis is not counted as am,error,
. - i . L)

s - He is informed of his wrong,answer by one of,
’ — XY - . L)

. .. five randomized reprimand statemdnts,” If his
| " secomd attenpt‘is'dofrect, seeqbc.
-(2) Second incarréct: The‘student fs more Foréefully.
. ) informed of the wrongness ‘of hls second answer.
j n; ‘ Thls is now counted as an_ error and the correct
' answer 1s¢glven.: Here agaLn” there 1s-a‘ran-
- o domization -of .five reprimand‘statements.
. (35 ‘Regrite of correct answef: The stddent, upon
being given the carrect‘answer; mus} retype

the correct answer given, thereby reinforcing

dorrectness."‘this loop may'be{eontinuedl}n- LT

. R .
. v
. L g . _
. LIRS R A
X o : - e S . - .
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-
L]

A

. i . ’ 1 )
terminably until the correct answer is typed

ino l‘, ! . ."'_ *
. Time factor: The student is given .90 secands Tor the

= . . . N .
input of some response., If no response,is given,*
LT . . . Lo
this zero input is counted as an error, the cprfect

v answer is given, and it must be retyped correctly

beﬂare the prooran oroceeds ‘to the next item

5

EwD\oF DRILL The student is 1nFormed that the oartlcular

-

exerc1se he is worklno on is over, . He 1s 1nForwed of

*

he number ofxerrors ,made> Fdouble errors, the computer.

nas, ziven the correct responsel], He is then asked if
X b

he wowld like to do another drill, If he answers yes,”
- » $

.

the program is repea&d beginning with' the listing of

the drill t1tles, If he answers no, the program proceeds

'to terminatlon .

10, TER:ImATIOn. “The student is told to come back soon, and is
renlnded to type in '8YE' {a command For LOG—UFF, i,e,,
separation from the computer li%k—up]; Finally, the-

L

-atount of time spent at the terminal Is

' TYPES OF DRILLS

) The t

fill=ins the—blanks, translation, true/False, r responses to ques-.

g t10ns, ' . - N - sl

To date,.more than 50 leFerent drills on~widely ranging
N >
subject matters have.been Used by students. SUbJQCt Have included:

-

‘1 Verb ' tenses ' ' K Conditional sentences

Jx‘vr

Vero conjogations (regular and o Negation

LIPS

irregular.yerbs);= : ‘ Inte}rogation

Subjunctive mood . W Passive vaice ,
T . 10 .
-~ ™\




AK}

3

4

; CONCLUSIOh : o L _'

(

" s in Front pF a class of peers, Furthermore, I have used colloqu1al

~of perFormance with grading or as a measure of learning, _Never-.

. of 1ntim1dation,0r embarrassment of answering a ‘question wrongly

¢ - - O
. L
. . , ) . “

N ; . MON TQUE -+ PRGE 10,
4, ‘ - v . R - . : . |
. Conjunctive object pronouns: . Relative_pronouns o - f” e
Possessive adJectives ‘ _Prepositions. A
‘Determiners . "' Translation ve -
\Apjective forms and positions - Culture, C .

-

hd ’

_« Since there is virtually unlimited access to the terminals
bn campus and no proviSion for prohibiting multiple attempts on »1

an%ﬂpne drill, it(ys neither FeaSible nor practical to use the. “j
Yy o~ ’

xomputer program as a testing device-~that is, tests for evaluation‘

v [

theless, each attempt by a. studenj is, in essence, a mini test

sF .sorts with none of the Tisks of claserom evaluative tests.'
‘. N . ' N ’

No grades are givan, there is no. peer pressUre or competition,

there is no- real time limit For work at the terminal Since anyV-

e
. v

drill may be repeated numerous times: and there is. 1nstant Veri-
Fication of tHe correctness oF the student's response The work . |
is not required but = is optional so the student may use the come. . * -

puter when he wants to, as long as he wants to,‘if he wants to.
AY “ M N

The ready’ availabillty of supplementary drillwork helps both the -
student and the teacher, since it is there, and is not time -con-

'suming: a typical '20-25" 1tem drill takes only 10-15 minutes ’ o

One positive feature oF*ueing the'computer is the very

movelty of hav1ng a machine carry out a drlll sessionwind . S

- \

dialogue in French on an- ;ndlvidual basis wath pone oF the potewtials

,‘<s ~

¢

English reJoinders in the responses to right or. mrong answers ’

/‘ Y

-

"This’ psegdppersona1121ng,has been.criticized--nqt By’ students, L

,»“ . ¥ -
o o B ‘
[ 4 a .‘" ’ i . "‘

.
* . v . 1 . £y,
. LT . '
; . . -
. P N

.'\‘
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-

however, who find that such randomized reward .or reprimand state-

.
’ . v . -
L

‘ments are amgsing‘aqd therefore make the work less tedious and

Faustrating. Criticism may also be levelled at.more complex.

vr

computer?programs liks CARLOS which simply responds witb SI or <
NO; or certain tape programs which indiscriminately comment

TRES BIéN; even if the student has ‘responded wrongly’or with an

.

accent approaching that of Atilla the Hun speaking fTench, or even-
<if the student did’not;éven‘opgp.his moutht .’

It has been very impractical to'carry out a study -on the

-

effectiveness of ;his gomputer~assisted tutorial werk as would

M »

be seeq~in imoroved performance on tests, ‘}he main area of
. * . ' . . \ N
effectiveness appears to be'in the improyement in studeqt atti@uae,'

and motivation Extra work and practice are available, It can

. be done when neeCed and at the student's convenlence.' It is done

in prlvate and at a lelsurelyxpace The work can only help the
student by rev1ew1ng him and by aFFordrng'hlm extra practlce

7

And best of all, 1t is fun to do, If the student senses a

.benefit Fr0m thls type.of work, even if it is in the form of-x

. . . . * .
having performed an enjoydble learning activity, I"feel as if I -
. ; -" N PR \ 5 ) . .
have been successful to some.degree. Only tob often have.sﬁudents'il.

B

left ourﬂciassrooms3after two or so years~of langbage stedy with':'

4

“an intense d‘s1lK8 For the lanauage,‘and the sense of Hav1ng done

[} o
Ay

' very llttle that was relevant to them or that’ was interestlno

. The comouber“is not a panacea, but it 1s a p051t1ve learn—

ing exoerlence,-and p051t1ve experiences lead to learnlng..
. _ R' —
Robert M. Terry
. Asseciate Rrofessor of rrench
Box 25
Uniyersity of, Richmond
Virglnla 23173 . :
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