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ABSTRACT ', i - . . '
T, = A survey gpestionnaire was adnidiiféred to aen and

vomen um graduates who wgze classified .as mascull

androgynous, or undifferentiated depending upon whether they were --

above or below the median on segarate measures of masculinity and

feainity. Classifications were based cn both the Berzins and Welling

{Welling, 1975) and Spence, 'Helmreich, and St@pp (1974) sex role

- scales. Examined were four hypotheses suggesting ‘that andrcgyngus

persons of both sexes, @more than the traditiona11y~$ex typed _
(rasculiné men and feminine woamen), jwculd express greater feelings of °
polztlcal efficacy, be more politically active, less copservative,

and less dogmatic. Mixed slipport was found for the first two
hypotheses dnd the second two were not -supported. FPeminine persdns of |
both’sexes were the most conservative and most dogmatic. This study,

. found that androgynous persons have greater feelings of efficacy and

.sex role types. (Author) ) .

are more politically actzve, while feminine persons are the- most
traditional and most jsolated froa political affairs. The study also
ofifers: support for the use 0f sex role scales that distinguish four
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.:Why a better understanding may result ffom examining the variable of sex

' Yole.

[

~

!

’ “that several reéently ,de.veloped sex role scales include separate measures -

L]

-

A A

»

» bipolar comtinuum,

o ,(Lane, 1959),
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.In order to better undefstand political behavior and attitudes, past

studies have often examined sex differences, But there are two Teasons ~

First, if sex differences oxist, few persons would suggest that- .

But a*more\ reasonable

’

such differences would be due to biological factors.
explanatiop would be that men-and women are socialized into different- .

rolea, and‘9 it is these roles that may be related to politica'l behavior —

-

and attitudas. Ther\efore, @ better method to exahine aocializAtinn wonld .

¢

» - > -
be to look at, role identifigation rather tham physical gender.
A secord reason that sex roles may be related to political.betia_vior is

¢

of masculimity anci femininity rather j:han ha;e both combined into a single R

N

These scales allow men and women to be classified as '

either ;nascuii‘n‘é,‘ feminine, androgynous or indeterminate, Studies by

Spence, Helmreich and Stapp (1975), and Wetter (1975) have showa that
differences across these four classifications exist for aelf-esteon. Sex
role may, ther‘efore, be‘related to political behavior because h:l.qh se £
esteem haa _been asdociated with interest and involvement in Ap\oli 362

\ R

These new acales may also be related to a mojiél of sex role ’
& ?f..v
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K Quartez, 1976, included the sex y.e/ cales of Berzinjsnd Welling

. P ) "\7» 'n:'.‘ N re. 2
.\4 . .-\\\;ﬁ i . [ / .
developmsnt proposed by Rebeccs, Hefner, Qand Oleshansky (1976). Rebecca

-

'et al, ‘state tha.t pecple either polarize or transcemnd sex roles.

a

Transcendsnce- mightj .therefore, be Associated.gith the classification of

v 8 person as andxogynous. D&elopment into the atranscendence staqe has not

y ’ been strongly supported by olar societx, and 80 the minority of persons who

. * e

j\ave reached this stage might be expected to be not as traditioml

-

conservative; or dogmatid. :

[

.Four‘hypctgeses were examined. Because androgymous persons have been

shown to have the‘ highest l_evel of self-asteem. an(d indeteminates the

least, and becduse self-esteem is reloted to,political efficacy and politiocal

involvenient then the first h,ypothesis is that for both men and- women, i
andx‘,ogynous persons will be the ‘most politically efficacious followed by

Inasculine, feminine and then indetermina.te personst The second hypothesis

is that for both men and ‘women the same order will hold for political .

activism. k‘ third hypothesis is that androgynqus men and Wcmen are less

’

conservative than masculine men end feminine women who behave in agreemeat

e -

fourth hyp_othe_sis is,that androgynous men and ‘women are not as dognatic as
‘¢

the traditionally sex typed since more rigid persons might a3t tolerate

the ambiguity of their having 'both masculine and feminine qualities.

») g .

gbjeﬂs. Questionnaire respondents were 85 male and 128 female

undergra.duates in day and eveninq psychology clesses at an urban university.
. Males ranged in age frcm 18 to 45, with a mean of 26.2, and femles ranged’
K . a!
in age from 18 to 50 with a mean of .24, 5.,

,” PrOcedure. A questionnaire distributed neayr the end of the Spring

* with the society's cun'ent standards of polarized sex differences. A '

(Welling, 1875)- and Spence et al. (1974) a ten-item political efficacy .



- .

measure, & twelve-item self-report meae"re of frequency of political : *

behav1or, a twenty-item conservatlsn scale adapted from Wilson and ,
h

scale (Trodahl and Powall 1965),

4
I
A
K

e v —and—demographic—Questionsi["Factbr‘anal §Hias © mpuféa (prinéIble axis

H

Patterson (1968) a twenty-ltem dogmatlsm

, . solutlon, varlnax rotat1on) ‘for .each depe dent measure W1th males and ¢

fermales COﬂblned and two factors of efflcacy, two factors of act1v1sm7

- ' three ractors of conservatlsm, and two faétors of dogmatism were computed.

i
—— ’ ‘ “

Dependent neasures were tnen composed of a&l,ltems fron each.scale, and
"i ! 4 y ) - } H ) - ..' B ‘
. . -also the items fror each factor, for a total 'of thirteen dependent measufes.

+
O

Hypotheses weré analyzed using'a three-way afalysis of variance for each °

sex role scale and each dependent measure_witn the three independent -

-~ variables being sex: class (self-reports dichotomized into working and ¢

- b
S

~ rmiddle class), and sex role classification. ’ S
- : . ’ o .]‘ o "-' . .
Results. Some support was shown for the first hypothesgs Ysee . ?

-

. . Table 1), & main effect of sex role was signlflcant for two of the

/)
efficacy meagures and the Spence scale., Androgynous or masduline persons

were hiqnest in political efficacy and indeterminates low in efficacy.'

.j - by sex role interaction was significant for'these sage two measures, .
’ v

|
|
For- the Berzins scale, however, no main effect was signifrcant but a sex g
Femlnlne males and masculine females were hzqhest and the traditlonally

sex.typed (masculine males and feminzng femalesf were lowest in feelings'

- /o »
- of efflcacy. . g . ) (// ’7 “ -, ;? b
o . . The second hypothesis was partially sﬁpgorted ~A'significant nain , .
'effectléf sex role was found fox all théee meadsures-and the S;ence scale : N
' and fwogmeasures and the Berzins scale. The order ‘of most to least ‘ o 8

-

politically active was, for the Berz1ns scale, androgynous masculine,
f- " -
indetermlnate and femlnine ,énd for the Spence scale masculiné R

o
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androgynous, indeterminate, and feminine.

4  The third hypothesis was not supported. A significant main‘pggggf o
. g

* Of sex role was.found for three of the four conservatism measures andfthe

S

.

e
For three of -the four measures, feminiqg persons were the most conservafiv?
? LAV

-~ .

Berzins scale, but for only one of the measures of the Spence scale.

s Y

and indeterminates the least conservative. In all four measures ,

-

androgynous persons were more conservativq—than masculiné persons.

The fourth hypothesis was not supported. A sfghificant main effect
hY : ’ N

A

of sex role was found only for two measures of dogmatism and the Berzins ' .
v ‘. ¢ ® \,' . _ . .
scale. Feminine persons were the most dogmatic and indeterminates loweéﬁﬁ{'

in dogmatism. : . ' -
: ; P

Post hoc tests (Newman-Kuels, .05 level of éignific e) were computed
s ’ _—’599 _

where main effects of sex role were significant for the dependent measures .

in arl’ four hypotﬁgses. ‘In general, only the extremes were significantly

different. T

®

J

-

- , - movre - .
‘conservatism. Men were wot politically active,, and women mg're xconservative.

Significant”ﬁifferendés for men and-women were fbuna'for two of the

three méasures of poI%Fibil activism, and one of the fbur measures pf

1

P

A significant main effect and interaction with social class waéﬁ%ound for _

o .

several measures

3

of the four hypotheses. . '

Conclusions. This stud& found support that sex fqle is related-to

but social class generally. did nof &ffect the examirmation

. ! - - - - . -'\
political behavior. Androgynous persons are thé highest or ‘next highest

e

in political efficacy and bolitical act}visgy.and indeterminates are the

leést.efficéc%ous and feminine persons the least active. AHbWevei,

androgynous persons are not-as well differentiated in their attitudeé'éf

v ‘ ° B} 4
conservatism and Sogmatism. For these attitudes, it tends-to be the

.
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feminine perscn ‘who is most conéervative and :most dogmatic, and(the T

. 1ndeternunate person who is the least conservative and least dogmatic.

) And . so in summary, this study found that, f\irst feminine persons

are the most traditional and also the most isolated from political affairs,

They aze low in political efficacy, the least politically activeLLrnq the

most conservative and most dogmati;. And second this study may also g

1nclude an 1ndication of potentially wlder citizen partlcipation in

'polltical affairs in our society in the ‘future.‘ It is qenerally recognized

that rigid sex role stereo,types 1n our society are breakinq down. As our

" society comes to more greatly i"eward flex_ibility in sex roles, nore people‘

w‘ill become what teday is labeled as androgynoug ) Since this study found'

androqynous persons to be among the most politically efficacious and " t
suggestion *

act1ve, th1s leads to a gueseﬂbm that citizeR. particlpation will increase

as more people come to be* typed as and.rogynous._ It may be, of course,

. that td be classlfied as androgynous today is to _be‘dis.tinctly d.i"fferent *

.in 'some manner that may not be the case-in the .future. B.ut' it céuld also
.well be, that a person riqialy n_a-équline. or .feminine "is'restrict'ed in..what )
they will attenmpt to ;o, and as it is the androgynous peison today that
- will ‘exterid themselves into greater pdlitical invoivement, this pattern

- of behavior may ooﬁtinue in the futurs. ‘ h
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