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T HADPFNFD in wnsmmefou pc. -

< .
H1stbry was made ny -the White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals -
‘in Washington, D.C. The recent—gathering 6f 3,200 participants was planhed,
coordinated and s:;:izzf%llxﬂstaged by and for handicapped people. Delegates
from every State 1re1essly to make the conference an event to remember.
- The rea] stars o__j#&Lcanference were the hahd1capped people tlkmselves, who
L participated in workshops and panels, staffed booths, and hammered out recom-
mendat1ons on key issues.. ;
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The de]egates -were welcomed to’wash1ngton by President Carter, Members of the
Cabinet, and Congressnonal 1eaders
_ News cenferences were covered by AP.,U.P.FE., metropolitan da111es and
. television cameras from NBC, CBS, ABC and‘PBS. Radio correspondents provided
'added special event coverage and interviews with conference participants.

Delegates met w1th*the1r 1eg1s]ators and estabTished a dialogue with government
profess1onals Pros and cons on major issues concerning the handicapped were
rev1ewed and redommendat1ons prepared for study by the Council Task Force

Never befOre in the h1story of the Nation's Capital had ‘there been a-conference
of handicapped peop]e from every State--assembled to~achieve the right of, every
citizen to pursue 1ife, liberty and the pyrsuit of happ1ness<
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Dzlegate: from every comner of rhe United States conventng Jn Washihgton's
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/- REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT TO THE .
HITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON HANDICAPPED |vamum§
‘ o May 23, 1977 -

Do ;pu think we are making some pgogress now? Do you think we have a- long, way
"to go? Do you think we are going to get tnere? Right on. =

© I am very proud to be here tonight in what I think .is,an:historic occasion that

will perhaps go.down in the history of our country as a tuening point in the
minds and hearts of the American people in their long overdue concern about a
large group of Americans, about 36 million, who in the past have too often beep
ignored. < : : ,

.This is the first White House Conference on Handicapped I#dividuals:- I-know
that this is a tremendous assembly of leaders who have fought a long and some-
times discouraging baktle to arrive here in Walhington tonight. But this i3

~ not the first meeting. / There have been dozens of meetings attended by thou--
sands of people in the 50 States of our country, and you have already brought
to the consciousness of Tocal and State officials an reness of potential.
change for the better and many improvements that have already been made.

Labor and industry can work together with government toumakegSUre that jointly
our efforts are successful. There is hardly a national leader on earth in all
the 150 nations that span.the globe who  are not now thinking:about two words:

) "Human Rights." And now we in our own country ace applying those two wgrds to

the handicapped peopte of our country. :

.

It is long overdue. - For too long handicapped people have been”deprived of a

right to an education;/for too long handicapped people have been excluded from--

the possibility of jobs and employment where they gould support themselves;
for too long handicapped .people have beem kept.out of buildings, have been kept
off of streets and sidewalks, have been excluded from private and public trans-
portation and have been deprived of a simple right in many 1nstance5\iust to

\ communicate with one anather. : .

When 1 was inaugurated Governor of Georgia in January'of-P971, I made\a speech,

and I said 7n that Souythern State the ti
and T say to you tonight thel time for di
in the United-States is over.!

(4 :
It would be a mistake for the rest of America to think that the benefits are
only going to the handicapped becduse when you get freedom, we share that
freedom, and when the handicapped get benefits of education and a 'job and a
purposeful 1life, we all share in the benefits of that education, that job and
a purposeful life. . ’ - ) . -

me)for acial discriminatien is over,
schimindtion against the handfb{pped

The Bill of Rights for Handicapped Individual3.was spelled out in Title V of
the Rehabilitatidn Act of 1973, and we are going to enforce the regulations’
that are-specified in that, bill. We are going to'enforce the regulptiops that
tear down, the barriers of architecture and we are going,;g\fjforce'the regula-
tions that tear down the barriers of transportation. . ~ . ~

-.3--

oY

L4

N




-

~

Brock-Rdams about the Trans-Bus, We have spent milljns of 1lars--the
Federal Government has. spent millions of dollars--i vesting in the kind of -
' public transportation that would ser"vg your needs:” And I am going to really &
enjoy in the $uture--as soon as these buses can come off the assembly line,. v ._. —
and all of the new ones are going to be these kindg of buses--when they can .
come up to you on the -sidewalk agd kheel down to let you get in: T L
’ P \\ - -

I knoﬁ you have heard the announcement made by Sei;:;gry~of raﬁsportatidn
13

As you know, Section-504, of which I am sgre you have all heard and~ef which ™
I am sure now that Joe Califano has also heard, has provided a framework for =
the regulations that have now been adopted, and Joe Califanoc assures me and "
he assures you that these regulations are going to be.epfogced. - :
- . . ¥

. They require that when programs are made available to the public that those - 4
Programs are made available to the handicapped public; the employers will “give
a handicapped persoy a fair chance to correct the hqq&icg?é?qd‘to become .

Qualified fvr-an available job. ) ’

- e "
They“require the tearing down™sf the barriers that I have already described to Blad
. You. When Federal funds come to the Health, Education, and Welfare Department, :
and,ia?e on without delay they will apply to all programs of a similar nature;
they w Lgkprgvide that a handicapped child, for the fifst time~in the 200 year
existence of our country, has the right to go to free public pchoels, and that 4
+that child has a right to go to-free public schoolsin a regﬁgaf classroom with :
other students. .- S N : - -
- It is almost inconceivabTe, and it™§s a reflection on'all of -us in leadership.
positions, that these basic rights have been delayed so long. These are times -
for thanksgiving, but for a sustained demand and a time. to assess other oppor-
" tunities in the future. : . [ )

The civil. rights of handicapped persans are not the on]?’eleme ts of the laws
that have been put into effect. We have more -than.100 different programs in
the Federal Goverhment already for the handicapped. They are administered by
many different agencies. There are a lot of different kinds of definitions ¢
for the handicap of the same person, that that means that many of you who have .-
sought for a long time to take advantage of thesg programs which the Congress
and fy_predecessors in the White Heuse h :passed have often had to go to
four or five or six different agencies vgngt-the simple treatment or oppor- -
‘tunities which you deserve under the law. . .

. K ‘o . v e . ‘

2 It is time for us to changé that, and one of the very good benefits of the
reorganization authority that Cangress has now given me is to bring all of
thosé programs for the handicapped togéther into one agency- so you can upder-

i stand.them,and take advantage of them. ‘) . e ’

As 1 1ook put acrosslihis tremendous auditorium, with manj'diff:Lent kinds of

handicapst represented here,, I know that many of them could have\been-prevented

in your early life. And we are not just concerned about the correction of :

", an egisting handicap pr an opportunity for those who are hand1’cappe\d't we want
to prevent the handicaps that might occur in the future, . R
— +n . . . oy ’
o : -4 - l *
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We have a]ready proposed to the Congreéss™ a- program f“?’%he’!%reen1ﬁ§ the "
. health screening, of poor ch11dren, and within“just a,¥bw y@ars we will multis
r’p]y fiveé timés the riumber of poor, you children ho‘have a chnce to see a
T doctor early in their life so their potent1a1 'ércap or affliction m1ght be
£ rgrevented or corrected. ‘. /

- - e

" e now have 35 percent of the young cb11dren 1n thisg, cou\try who are nat evep
*. /immunized or inoculated against preventable.diseases. ' When I was a.child many
’ years ago almost 100 percent of all Amer icah gh11dren were immunized. We have
-started a new program now unger Joe Califano's,leaderghip.,and have asked the-
Congrees for authority to increas eatly this wmunization program so'that -
within just a short time we intendﬂfg approach the 100 percent 1eveV again.
Ay <€
There is a hope that there will nLver be any lack of memory for the struggle /
thet has been effect1ve in mak1ng this night and this. conference ssible. We
want to be sure that we’Hon't forget the handicapped among_us wgﬂpzannot’ho1d
a job, who cannot respond to a fu]]{éﬁucat1on, but we want to mdke sure that D
[/« , even when they are dependent for co stast,he]p ‘that they have:évery chapce to :
grow and to learn and to take advantage of whatever great-or sma]T’ta]qpt or
- ab111ty God might have g1ven them We cannot forget them. .-
. \.r
In closing, I Wanzvtb ask yourto do oné e th1ng, and fhat is that since you
have bound yourse]ves togethér in a_common Purpose, understanding one anbther 1
androveﬁcom1ng thedd1fferences that .ex#s among “you, that now you try to uader- -
and the. shecial needs, of the nonhand1q£ ped, to understand the needs of other' v -
sk’%mcappe\d people. -.

*

It s not\a t1mg}for hatred or lashing out or recr1m1nat1on or condemnat1on of
the-?onhand1cappEd gor the 1ang delays in meeting your needs, because many

- people who are not handicapped cannpt understand those special negds. So it

* s a time of education bdth ways, arnd for lﬁZat1on_that oply when, we work .

tggethier--the haudlcapped>who are 1eaders,%zhe hand1capped'who will always be .

ependent the potent 11y handicapped child who wants to pave that prévented '

., and ‘the n’nhand1ca$ped adult leader--when ye work together we can continue 0.

make. even greater progress T , ) :

%

I kneu\that in my own life I have been insBired by the courage that exists

among mapy of you. “ne of my most proud moments was when we administered the - "
oath of office to Ifax C]el@nd a young mgn who now heads up a tremendous "
Federal agency, the Véterans' Administration: When, he was.a tiny chil¢g’he used

to always ask God someXawto let him-work for his c0untry and- serve other

people. He went t4 Vi m bs 'a voluntedr after he was qualified, having _
finished college.for his own professional career. He stepped out of a heli- = =
copter one day and saw a hand grengde on" the gr0und and try1ng to protect his
fellow servicémen, he lost two legs and one arm. He stays in a wheelchair.

But I have never beem around Max Cleland when < rea11zed.or*thought that he had
iany handicap. that con§¢ra1ned ‘the full realization of hi 1y prayers, , b
because he_serves in.government and he .sérves h;? fellow humah beinds. He is ’

-

an inspiration to me, and his js an exhibition constant courage,wh1ch many - s
»  of you also exh1b1t so well. > . ) o - .
‘ Nhen I made my 1naugurat1on speech JUSt a ﬁew monthi agoy, I quoted a. schoo]-
‘\’. ' - ¢-=<5- ' ‘ CLs .
"" . ~ . b -‘
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téacher of mine, Miss Julia Coleman. ‘She was a principal in a tiny school
where J]attended when ‘I was-a ‘country boy.. - She taught me abave and beyond the
classroom how to write themes and how to debate and how to appféciate Qprkﬁ of
s ari and how tb understand good music :and how £o0.read bqoks' that I-would other- "

wise never have known to exist. s ' o
' S . ( . S
- She was Eripp]ed; and she couldn't see the children in her classroom. [ think
she would have been a‘good teacher had she not -been handi apped, but ¥ think
thagwknowing abdut_her own shortcomings in a physical gave an extra =
dimension and deptﬁ to her caring about otHer people.
’ S ' S
Your conference is ismortant. You are intelligent, courageous ledders, but
because you have experienced suffering and-because you haves overcome it, I
think the recoimendations that will be coming from you that will affect the
Tives of many millions of people ndw and in the future will have that same .
‘extra dimension. .. . . . , '
. ’ . 3 . :

" Quar county} needs you and I know that you will never disappoint those who

Took to you for leadership. Thank you %ghx.much. .
! e g

Dr, Henry Viscardi, Jr., Chairman of the Wkite House Conference
on Handicapped Individuals and Setretary Joseph A. Califano of
HEW discuss conference .
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"REMARKS OF HEW SECRETARY JOSEPH A. CALIFAND, JR.
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T o ATTHE - . '
. . WHITE-HOUSE CONFERENCE ON HANDICAPPED INDIVIDUALS
- e 0wy e ! ~

-

Good evening, and a vé%y warm welcome to the Whtite House Conference qh Handi¥ \ )
capped Individuals. } o .

A White House Tonference is a catalytic event--one that-focuses concerns an&
gevelopq an agendpdfOr action on matters of the greatest national importance.

" Tonight you embark on this Conference"With thfee vital goa_}s:'

=" First, to'provide a natjonal assessment of the problems ‘and the po-

’ tentials of individuals with mental or physical,handigaps; T . e
< Second, tonggérate a national awareness of theée'probleg§#which have
&  ~ meant that handicapped individuals have in the -past been"an oppressed
' minority, -subject unconscionable discrimination, beset by demoral-

o ., izing ~indtgnities, ®etpured out of the mainstream. of rican life and
y unable -to secure their rightful plJace as full and indep&ndent citizens;
anﬂ . . . N ' L j

Ve

- Third:\xo make. recormendations.to the President and tosthe Congress °
. ~-which, if implement®d, wiTl enable individuals with handicaps to.lead
| proud and productive lives, despite their disabilitiess ; ;2;$ .
. - - . * ~ I .3 v
Too often, hdwWever, the promise of & White House Conference has not\pggn’realized.

- ’

* after the hotels have.emptied and the media have 9arn1ed away their cameras and -

.typewriters: o \

But I know*that‘this‘Conference will-be different. g S ,

I know it will be different, in part, because of the fine leadership ﬁ?gvided =
.£0. you by Henry Viscardi, Jr., Chairman of ‘the White House Conferénce, and by
Jack R, Smith, Executive Director of the Canference. They, and their many co- ,
workers, have bsen sensitive to the strong demands from all 6f you here to- ‘
‘night--and from the millions of handicapped citizens whom you represent--

that the Conference emphasize practical, substantive issues-that directly

affect the 1tves of Americans with disabilities. , . .

»Bﬁt the p?omiée of this Conference will be realized for another, more profound
reason. “We areé now entering-a new era of givil rights for the handicapped
individuals of America. And we will Mt turn back. .

- FqQr too ]oﬁg, America's handicapped individuals have beer victimjzed by de- v
meaning practices and injustiges. But now there is rei:gnition that st

obstacles to self-determination and fair treatment must fall before t rce
of Jaw--an understanding tHat the Nation as a whole must end the shani _
neglect of handicapped citizens and help translate many of their legitimate
needs into legal rights and meaningful programs. .

D 1. g | L
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]

A

[
I




5 . e \ - ] Y IV A

rd
» L

~ Last month, I sigﬁgd-Q redulation implementing Section=504 of -the RehabilHea=>y —- -
tion Act of 1973. “ As you know'well, Section 504 prohibits dfscriminaﬁbn—'/' )
14

¥

.solely on the basis of handicap against otherwise ‘quaTtfied haridicapped in- b

_ dividuals, in programs receiving federal financialyassistance. o .
st The 504’regu1$§$on is-a lammark #n the:quest of ‘handicapped citizens for,equal
b treatment, and it will be a,fundamental guidepost to the new era of civil * .
' rights for the handicapped. It calls for the following dramatic changes in
. the actiond and atpitudes of* institutidns and individuals who are recipients,
- of funds from the-Department oﬁ.Health, Education, and Welfare:
. - - . : ¢ -
- A1l new ficilities must be barrier-free, i.e., readily accessible |
to and-usable’ by handicqued indixidua]s.. ) .
: [ N - . ' ]
- Programs or activities in existing facilities must. be made accessible
to the handicapped within 60 days, and, if no other alternatives--
.sush as teassignment of classes or home yisits--will achieve program
accessibility, structural changes in the facilities must be made- k6 -~ — .’
- within three years. No exceptions to the-program actessibility re-
quirement will be.allowed. . ' - f :

- L] ‘—. \i -
oL VT : N - '
- : ngémployers~may not refuse to hire handicapped- persons, if reasonable
accommodations can be made by them to an individual's handicap and
- . if the handicdp does not -impair the ability of the applfcant or .
- ‘employer to.do the specific ‘joBY e . -

¢ . . o
U - Employers may not require pre-emptoyment physical examinations .- - --- - -~
‘and may. not make a pre-empleyment inquiry about whetier a person is v ]
handicapped, or the hature or severity of a handicap, although ’ , :
“employers may make 4 pre-employment inquiry into an-applicant's™
ability to .perform job-related functions.

°
.

) : , ’ . ‘
- Every handicapped child will be entitled to free public education .
appropriate to his or her 4ndividual needs, regardless of the :
natyre or severity of the hapdicap. . In those unusual cases wheré
. placement in a special residential setting is necessary, public
.- authdrities will be financially responsible for tuitiof, room and ,
' board: ‘ T ' ) : , s
, ‘- Handicapped children must not be segregated in the public schools,-
' put must be educated with_the non-handicapped in regular c1dssrooms
. to the maximum extent possible. . . :
- Educationalxipatitdtiqns and other social service programs must
- provide auxiliary aids, such as readers 4n schoo™ 1tbraries or inter-
preters for the deaf, to ensure full participation of handicapped
persons. . S . :

Rt e e

a L4

' + A1l recipients of HEW funds,must complete within one year a self-
¢  evaluation process, in‘consultation with handicapped individuals
and organizations, to determine which of their policies and prac-

tices need to be changed to assure equal opportunity for handicapped.
Americans. '

.t * .
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Section 504 and the 504 Regulatiap constitute a striking recdgnition of the

civil rights of America's'haridicapped citizens, just as Title VI of the Civil
_Rights Act of 1964.and TitTe IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and

their companion regulations, are critical elements in the structure of law -

“ protecting the ciyil rights of ragjal-minorities and wfmen. Byt we must now

- begin the process ofsmaking the new regulatien a reality for handicapped
Americans.’, : . ;

.
- . -

'f pledge that this groéess will be menitorgd’ forgefully, fai}1y and expédi-
tiously by HEW. There_are firm timetables ip gh_-regu1ationa We should stict)

w

to them. ' -

B - 4 . .
et me briefly share with you'some of the gteps we havé’ta&;ﬁlor‘ﬂiiT] take to
ssure compliance with the 504 Reguldtiofnl. We have an outsiakding.new team of

lead®s*in HEW}s Office for Civil Rightg, headed by David Tatel, a distinguished .

* attorney with broad civil rights experiesle. We: hate begun wotk with the other

Federal agencies and departments which will bé issuing rébu]at;oqs similar tQ
the -504 requlation and that” will-apply te all recipient®-of federal- funds.

We have already bedun 1asﬁ%:eek to'mail out 36,000 assurance of compliance —

forms to HEW recipients.- ese are due back on July 5th. ‘And,-if we do not
get a timely and adequatg;;esponsé; we wi1l move immediately to enforce this
srequirement.. - We,will be egdy -to begin processing complaints brought under
Section 504 by June Ist.

, Over 200 complaints nge been}fd]ed with the Depart- = -

«ment. . s

We have -prepared, %nd begun te distribute, braille and recorded copies of the

f504~Regu1at19nc§o hat handicappéd ¢itizens can Yearn firsthand of their rights.

- T, ~ ki
We have planned--and will soon begin--a major public awarenéss campaign that .

, will inform hMandicapped individua}; of their rights, ‘recipiegts of their oblj-

" gations, and the American people, including business and ‘labor, about the”
striking new change' in law. Schools should undegstand mainstreaming; colleges

* should learn about the program acces¥ibiTity requirementsy other retipients,
should understand how to restructure jobs; and myths about, haidicapped and |
disabled people must be dispelled. A manual explaining 5?4 will soon be - _'.
ready for wide distribution. A :

. We will develop a technical assistance unit to assist recipients in comb]ying =
* wjth important requirements 1ike mainstréaming and program accessibility.

We have established a new pgsition in the Office for Civil Rights--the Deputy
for Program ReView--who will work ditkctly with.the other divisions of HEW

., .so0 that -program officers include civil rights compliance requirements in their
baic operations. Through these and other meéasures, the Section 504 Regula-.
‘tion can work. N : » :
But voluntary compliance, aided by deep involvement of handicapped citizens
‘and groyps, will make the regulation work far more quickly. If handicapped
individuals, recipients, leaders in public and private 1ife, and the Fderal iy
Goveinment,'pan be guided by sensitivity, fairnes's and common sense, then -
the regulation can‘iqpediatg]y become a charter of equal opportunity, not an .
invitation to litigation. L
’ .8 ~ . oo

.
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© But ending discrimination is only the fi
o Citizens can assyme their rightful role
> possjible, in-Ameri%an sqciety. As the n

-

a . ) . .',', . ' .
rst step in assuring that handicapped

as- partiicipants, to the fullest extent
ext three days will deponstrate,.the. -

-

Soci i i .
. ~-Secial Egcurﬂty systﬁgare§torgd N

task of quaragteeing th@t-handicapggd individuals have equal opportunities *
it fact, and not just under the-taw, will require fnitiatives in many facets
of -our social and eConomic life. | ’ P

D
-»

For example, the Disability Insurance prqgram, part of HEW's Social'Security '
Administration, faces serious finafngial problems. The program provide$ monthly
cash payments to severely disabled adults who have workk experiénce coveéréd by °
Social Security.s Four millign disabled .individua]s and their families, receive,
benefits from-+the Disability Insurance program. More than $7 hillion is paid ., °
out_annually to thesgﬂbeneﬁiciariés. \ E

- . . . : -
C Ad you knows President Carter ﬁ&s’recept]y'sent Congress a proposa]’for re-: ~
" storing the.sound financial status of the Social.Segurity system, and the most
urgent. priority in that-package is. restoring the fiscal integrity -of the Dis-
ability Insurance program.. - Without the legislation which we are sending to
Congress, the Disability Insurance Trust Fund would be Tq'default.iqx]979,'

\bankrupting the Disability Insurance prog%am.' - g

“~

-

~

! —r

At

- - » . ) ) ‘;'\' 4 '
Rresident Carter plads to correet the deficit in the Disability Trust Fund,
not by. adding to the tax burdens of the Tow-income werker, but by raising the
“wage base for employers and mére_equitably spreading the costs. ’ ‘
R .~ ’ -

.
Iy

" . With your support, ﬁreéjdent Cartep's proposalg can‘gnSure that drsa%]ed
individuals covered by Social Security contigue to‘receive cash bene its. .
. Millions of handicapped Americans deserve to have thgir confidence.in the

During the next, few ddys; you wi]]~d%SCuSS and debate many issdes that; Tike
‘the health of the Dfsability Insurance ‘program, are of great significance to
handicapped Americanss : 4 ‘ - «,-

. -* On Thursday, I hope #0 return to you éﬁd'discuss the work of the Confedence~~
and where we go from here. KR : . Ve

to you, tqQ echo .

' .Butzqu now I just want to stréss the, warmth of:my welcone’ .
Pregident Carter's strong words of’ suppdrt, and to thank you--for thi wisdom
you will share-wi-h u$ and for’thé courage you have shown us, and all the .
-~ Ameritan people. ' R - /7
‘&m \ ’ \ .
L -
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REMARKS BY HUD SECBETARY thcT‘UBm'rs HARRIS

. / .+ +7 . AT THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE , ' - s
“( N FORJ-I DICAPPED INDIVIDUALS . T
e e L, May 25, 1977 .

. o * v
2 "A persen whoﬂs‘ séverely impaired," He]en Kéller, noted, "never knows is

Hidden sourcés of strength until he 1s*treated hke a norma’l human be1ng anq“‘

:-encouraged to sha'pe\ his own 1ife.’

* “ ’ , ’ \ LI \ L - -- /j‘ ’
~ t shﬁre mph the e1ght hundre#izlegateseio this conference, Jhe cphwctaon S ‘
that it is time to ask every of goveFnment to ye-examine its 'programs.and s

pohcies to deterpine whether they encourage the hand1capped tO shape the1r own/
hves and to. 11Ve~1ndependent1y e - . o

. ’ " . v
o -y »

N \ S
. % Dr."Henry V!sc’ardf Chainr of the Cbnference, has stated the ca'se sutcmctly,

'\

»

L]

/%s, Palsy Assoc1at10n, susan Wets:Manes of <the &:twﬂ’a] Assotiation, for Retarded

N ‘to demonstrate

Lo Amer1cans with disabilities. The new Office of’ Indepenq,ent Living will work to

"The message from handicapped’ individuals and their families -is very ‘clear. . - - o
They want act1on They want foHow througn,. They want ‘commitment . = 7" N o

" As the Secretary of -the nepartment of H(ﬁsi'ng and Urban Developnent, I'am. here
today to tell you thit, Amer1cans mth d1sab1ht1es~ml'1 get actmn and follow- = |
through- -from HUD. - SN Y . ' =y N :
. . .. :h? ‘. . . - .
Four months ago" HUD began the pmces’s of rev1ew1ng wrent programs and explor- ‘
" ing new, housmg options~ for people with.disabilitie A group of qonsumers met
with me andrtfreu,\started to meet, on an inforal bﬁs, with HUD personnel who- .
»- share their>conmitment to the handicapped. B P, : ._' : A
' N

" Qlat, group of consuners/ ludeq Dr. Frank Bowe/and Jan“ﬁ‘acom ‘hf the Amemcan e, T
Coalition of Citizens mt‘ﬁsmsabﬂltws, Ms. Eunice Fiorito from the Mayor S - -
. Office for the Handicappeq W New-York; Clarke Ross from the United Cerebral ‘

Citizens; Cheryl Davis from the Massathdsetty State Department of COmnunity
~ Affairs; and Robert Conklin of the Nationd] Assocxatwn of the Phy!1caHy o, M
Hand1capped‘- \ . _ ' ( I
The prel 1m1nary reconnendatwns wi\u:h resul ted f’rom th“is 1nterp1ay of i s are.
being reviewed by the Department Today, . I.would tike to announce some
~immediate dec1sﬂ‘ons, which re a produet oﬂthls dialogue, tt]at have« ds*“*”‘
UD s commtment to Amer1cans with d1sab1Hties o ‘
F1r$t,)effect1ve June- 6th,.1£77 a new O fice of Independent Living for the —
Disabled will be established_ in, the fficé of Housmg This o¥fice w1H be T
headed by David.Williamson, a career employee. &f‘ the Department, and wilt’;
report d1rect1y to Assistant.Secretary Simons, 'This will be the first time that o
.=the concernt_ifor the disabled wil) be‘treatz(separatély from those of the
. elderly. Thds will be the first time thiat the housing concerns of the d1sab1ed
- Wil have d¥rect’ attention to HUD s principa} production divis‘ion.

I know Dave WilTiamdon and Larry Simons w1H produce more housmg bppons for £

.

5

e . e, Y
S e . 7 *
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. )),~’for use by the disabled. The Departmént currently assists.in the productifin

‘ B \ Y s ’1'~" ) e
L ' T
’ make HUD more sens1t1ve to the needs of the d1sab1ed both at the Central
- Office and in the Field Offices: It will also be responsible  for the activities
of a departmental work group that will draft HUB's regulatory response to the
“"Rehabilitatioh Act ofs197:3. The Carter Adm1n1strat10n considers these hew
504 Regulations to.We ehap"C1v11 R1ghts ﬁct" for Amernca S d1sab]ed . f'_n‘

» -

Second HUD 1s,estab11sh1ng a goal that" 5% pf a11onew’fam11y hous1ng un1f§
. constructed under the' Section 8 and public- housnng programs will be desrgned

% . of specially designed dn1ts for the e]der]y-d1sab1ed ynder the Section 202 DR

. - Section 221-(d)-4 and public bousing programs as well as other programs Thxs
* 7 Will be our first maJor comm1tment to the non= e]der]y disabled. ‘

’Th1s new housing goa] will mark the first pf a ser1es o(isteps by HUD to p?ﬁﬁide s

¢ proper]y designed, accessiile housing for the mdn- elder]y handicapped: Thea
Department ‘will soon pub11sh an amendmént to the current Section 8 -.existing

. . program, Small,group homes.and comnunity residénces, with-shared kitchen and-

¥

4 bathroom facilities, will be an eligible and viable houSIng option under thgf
amendmerit. Additionally, I am working with the Counsel to the Secretary tosg -
develop other—innovative approaches to the Section 8- existing pregram which

Cwill promote the deinstitutionalization.of the menta]]y hand1capped -

T would a%so-1ike to note that we are well aware hat hQus1ng~w1th0ut services

" is not ‘adequ®te housing for people with disabili ciwﬂ'l work with the
Secretaries of ‘Health, Education, and Welfare, La or and Tradgportation to

-deve]op comprehensive service programs for, our. houslng programs -

)4

Th1rd the Department-will begin 1mmed1ate1

cpmmun1t1es to spend a greater. share of t
Funds for the elimination of. architectur barrfers, and the construction of

rehap1]1tat1on facilities for the hand\ pped. It is the Department's beliefie
as-recently outlined by Assistant Secretary Embry, that the, handicapped-repre-

a major effort to encourage logyl
ir Community Development Block Gr nt

- sent a significant portion of the population for which-the Community Deve]opmentf ‘

. Program was intended. We be]1eve that local ‘expenditures for the handicapped
constitute an expenditure that is beneficial to low and mdderate income
people~ HUD is comm1tted to an active leadership role to raise the turrent
leve] of local expend1tures toa ]eve] cons1stent with demoris ated need.

(

Fourth, I will continue the inf ’aﬁalogue that now exists between the

* consumer &dvocates the the Depar . I'will also explore the possibility v

-af establishing a.Consumer "Advisory Committee on Ingependent Living to help
us make better use of our existing programs and to develop new programs so
that there w1ﬁ{\be continued progress in this ared. ' .

1

. . . o
Finally, I want all of you to know that I am committed, and the Departm

is committed, to doing all that is in our power to eliminate the barri \§\;\ '

‘which prevent Americans with disabilities from enjoyung the fullest poss ble
part1c1pat1on rn programs, and in the activities of our ?bc1ety :

J,\?g Conc]uswn I have outlined today some 1mmed1ate steps ’chat the Department
p? Housing and Urban Deve]opment has taken om behalf of persons with dis-

dé‘ b111t1es - - e

Ky d -~
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"He all recognize that-_these steps are JuSt the beginning of a much ?onger
ourney -that will lead to.the fiinal elimination of the barnerx‘tha’t }mprison

LY

J
ﬁ'O% of ;our popu]at;wn, this lost minority of Americans.

L]

It- “rs up to aH of us‘to k to change- th1s SOc1ety des1gned‘~by the ab]e-
. bodied, primarily for the ablebodi®d--into.a society that encourages and
supports sat1sfy‘ing life sty]e for peop"leknth d1sQ-ﬂ1t1es. Thank you.

HUD Secretary Pamcfz Roberts Harris meets the Press with Amslanr Secretary
Larzy, Simons (left) ‘@nd David Williarmsop, Off ice of Indepen@:t “Living

\ -
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.STATEMENT OF U.S.*SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION
BROCK ADAMS AT PRESS CONFERENCE ON TRANSBUS

. * May 19, 1977 e ! )
1 am ann0unc1ng today my decision to require all new pubhé buses purchased -
yith Department ofypTransportation-grants-to be des19ned for easy access by
e]der’]y' and hand1capped peréons. .

¢« 1 am dqrec.tmg -the use of a new bus spec1f‘cat1on, requiring a1l buses offered -
for bid after September 30, 1979, to have 3 floor height of not more than 22
inches capdbla of kneeling to 18 inches a . be equipped with
a ramp for faardmg Ty .

:\/




bag
v . . .
A « . . N .

! , ) o . : '
) . ) N ’ ] * b >- ’
This decision is based on a public hearing held by shis depdrtment_on March 15 . -
and my review of the information and views submitted by bus manufacturers, v
rs groups represénting the elderly and Handicapped, the Américan Public Transit
[ ) , ¢ L

*',  Assaciatipn, and others. C ] g
. . - . \ N

A review of The history of the Transbus ‘program.convinces me that simply.en-

) couraging <Transbus.may not resylt in iQS introduction now or jn the future."

- Even after this department invested about $27 million in the Transbus program;,
all serious efforts,toward producing.Transbus stopped when the Urban Mass
Transportation Administration -announteq in Jaly 1976 that it would not be man-
dated. e ] N : ! .

’ - - o . ~

As most of you are aware, the TransBus program enlisted.fhe aid of the ‘three _
"méjor domestic pus manufacturers to produce prototype buses that would attract °
greater riflership,-be accessible.to all passéngers, including the elderly and
physically handicapped.- ~ o W\ ' - -
. s - . LT . . - ' Y .
. <[ am aware that many who.are opposed to mandating Transpds argue that it is )
4 not now within our ability to produge a low-floor, ram bus which can Lt
" " operate safely and efficjsa in day~-to-day transit service. These oQ%é)tions
- are discussed in depg}*’%ﬁntzz decision document and are, jn my judgment,
satisfactorily refuted, * . . ) ‘

N s . ) - - i '
Additionally,\a Transbus mandate does not, in gy judgmeﬁt,’interfere with the
‘réﬁponsibilityfof local officials to plan for and implement mass transportation

4 brojects. Trans?us, in fact, will permit faster ahd more efficient bus .
©_"service by minimizing the' time required to fake.on and discharge all passengers,
including fhose who .are elderly or handicapped. ‘ w s A

o -

; S 2 . N 4 o ‘ :
- I pelieve it is my responsibility to’insure.to ‘the.extent feasible tha£>no

-#~%¥. segment of our population {is ng;d]ess]y denfgd.access to public transportation.
It is now'within our technoloyital capability to insure that elderly and
handichpped persons are accorded access to wrban mass transit buses.. Thijs

- access is,fundamental to the ability of suclt persons to lead independent and
productive livey. We canngt deny them rights €hat so many others enjoy, when

© it is, within our ability t accord.them such rights.. 2 e

L S N R -

* A review of the record convinces me Eﬂat; at a minimum, the three major domestic
bus manufacturérs could begin Transbus deliveries wjthin thrée and one-half
years. This date allows almost two and one-half yefirs for development before

" biddfng would begin, and approximately/T5 months thereafter before .the buses
l are actualPy delivered. g ‘ : 4
. L] . .
Ag, 1 said in my opening-remarks at the Transbus hearing, we pavé a.very com-
petent bus manufacturing capability in this country as well as abroad, and I
believe competition, as-well as inpovation, must be encouraged. I am certain
that these manufacturers can meet the challeme of producing Transbus. ,
Additionally, I-believe the pressure of effective competition among the manu- N
facturers will resu]t~in—z prompt introdlction of "this needed imprpvement.
If one manufacturer substantially beats the effective date of the mandate, we
will consider sole source procurements to get Transbus pon the streets .as soon
as it is available. .

A
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Further, I have decided to 1eave 1n effeqt the interim pa11cy on access1bi]1;y

s for-the e]der]y and handicapped. That is, manufacturers must centinue to
of fer optional wheelchair 1ifts_and local transit authorities Jjnust eith® U "
purchase, buses with 1ifts on provide spec1a1 services for elderly and handi-

/},/»~ capped—passengers " \ j . T . , \ o,

. .o / *’{***ik******
Lo ,
For. further information, gontact: . U.S. Department of Transportat1an
. o Office of Public Affairs
Washington, D. C‘ 20590  * .

N - ot i \-C‘@“ % /
- . | ) . . - % .
e e e — ’ ,‘ ' ’
i STATEMENT BY DR HENRY VlSCARD| JR CHNRMAN '
WHITE HYUSE CONFERENCE ON HANDICAPPED |ND|V|D‘UALS ‘
T » v .

Disability is- nothing new to me--1 was born _with it. f\\ﬁved w1th 1t as’a
- child and young mag,. . Born without 11mbs, I came to know a]l the pity, pain,
© . frustration, and disillusionment that is the Tife of the disabled. To me and
. millions of disabled+Americans 1ike me, freedom is the opportun1ty to seek the -
challenges of 1ife and not the stale calm of some subsidized utopia.. The -
White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals represents the cu1m1nation,
of my work in theé fields of education, rehabilitation, and advocacy for
phy51ca11y and mentally hand1capped ch11dren and adults .;
)"'wh1le it has been a very grat1fy1ng exper1ence, it is more jmportantly a |
proltogye for the future. As we move into our’ tb1rd century.as a*free nation
“of diverse people, it ig vital that handicapped“individuals express their - ™~
- needs and potentials to elected officials and fellow citizens. . -

The White House Conference of Handicapped Individuals is a- praduct of tens-of .
thousands of man hours of effort. State and regional conferentes throughout
the ‘nation have Ted us to this moment + We stand poised on the threshold of-a
new era for America's disabled. By working" together, I am confident that we
will achieve our ultimate goal of d1gn;ty, i#dependence, and freedom of
* participation in all of life's act1v1t1es Ia
A . -,
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» ., HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE WORKSHOPS -
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‘workshqp on Barriers . . Toa . »

He must put aside personal ‘needs and. 'deal with a1l needs and this should be -
unap1mous, agreed delegates at tﬁ1s workshop. Mark Frangis, Oregon delegate,
said action should be "all fer one and one for all," rather than "just me
_first." "We're all here"to deal with ‘the problems of all the handlcapped ¢
" not just specific groups," Francis continued. The blind (Prancis is bl1nd)
are extremely well- -organized. and have a strong lobby, he said. They‘ll
more attention.than some with other disabilities. According to the de]é ate9—~y
1n every State/ the blind have a separate agency looking after their ds,
"white all other dlsabled people have only a (single) agency to Took ‘after

. their needs." Francis:beljeves that the White House Conference has been a
success. He feels that gn 1mpg_}ant resul® of the Conferepce is a gPeater
public awareness of Just ho the handicapped péople arg. . . *

>

"+ Joe Brown, Chief of thelCal1fbrn1a State Department of Transportataon, com-

4

’ .

~

mented: "I think there s increasing polarization among the delegates because
" they are frustrated with trying to cover. oo much.” Brown $aid Congress_and |
-the California State Legislature must héve spec1f1c legislative propgsals, r
not general recommendat1ons . ‘
/ \ .
Delegate Carlyn Landsbxg from D‘ware exp‘resse,d oppos1t1on to the Admn-
istration's plans to tax larger "gas guzzi ing" automobiles. Since-host nd1-
capped, persons must use larger cars ‘in order to- havie adequate space, there
"should be an' exception made for them, she pointed out. ’
¢

‘Dennis Gannon, delegate from California, sa1d the ﬁhite House Conference on

Ed1capped {nd1v1duals'd1sapproves the Ameri¢an Public Transit Association's
(A assertion that haffdicapped persbns are\dfvided on whether they want
Specral ‘transportation-or transportatien ac ible to everyone. Cannon, who
is Chairman of the Consumer Advisory Subcommittee to the Mobility for lderly

and Handicapped Committee of APTA, and a cénsultant to the Southern C 1fornu¥
Rapid TnagE1t Distkict, refeﬁ{ed to APTA's publicly ahrounced oppos1t1on to .
full access in pybTic’ trans1t ‘¥n_favor of "full mobility," which-is separate =/ .*

elderly and handfcapped to have  the. safie righfs as other pe to use public
transportation facilities and servicesd4 ing\for a long-term obJect1ve of
requiring adl systems to be fully accessible, the resolution requ1res all
transit vehicles purchased with UMTA funds after february 15, 1977, " . . to be
access1ble to the maximum extent technolog1cally easible."” T

\

services. The transportation uorkshop passe§ a resolution@®lling for the

Horﬁshop on Econom1c Issues

The maabr topics in the Etonom1c Workshop were economlc opportun1ty and
econoiMc security. ' , ,
" Under econqﬁ;c opportun1ty, the delegates called, fer a te-evaluation of

,pnysical ening requ1rements for employment 1n the Armed Forces to assure

—




-

/
against discrimination. Strong emphasis was also placed on estab11sh1ng re-
quirements to get employees and' organazat1ons 1nvkoeﬂ ear]y Jn_the vocational
+ehabilitation process.

¥

On the topic of ‘economic secur1ty, Susan Spealberg, a V1rg1n1a delegate, pushed iy v
for a revision of existing service e]fg1b111ty laws to prevent families of -

“unempToyab]e handzcapped individuals from being forced to lower their living

standard by using their income and savings to ensure® econom1c security for

. d1sab1ed family members. . .

A delegatesfrom Hawaii,-Ann whfte, said, " . . more interest should be taken
in unemployable handicapped people." She urged an exploration of situations
where unemployables may be able to assist other hand1capped people, and support
of specjal radio and television programming to provide maximum opportun1t1es

_for individual growth and development of unemployables.

Mack Freeman, Florida delegate, commented on mod1fy1ng negat1ye attitudes”
toward handicapped persons. Freeman. stated lack Pf exposure was & big prob]em
and attacked the businéss community, catling for & resolution beamed at .

. "Madison Avenue" which would mandate tHe use of handicapped people in adverise-

ments. "After aTl," he explained, "if handicapped pebple can eat Kellegg's

“Cornflakes, wash the1r clothes with T%de and use other.advertised products, -

they should be 1nc1uded in the advert1sements of these products." - \

Lou Stark, a de]egate from N1s§ons1n, ?rged strong suppdrt for a recommendation
requiring all colledes and trade schooTs with an_architectural curriculum to | r

‘require a segment of instruction pertaihing.to accessibility.
‘ , ; }

L]

-

ﬂorkshop on Health P - . E -

Dr. J @ona]d MiMar, panel rfember in the wonkshpp on Prevent&on, sa%the .
was "inspiréd to have-a dialogue with the receivers of servicés te the handi- ;;“
capped.” Mnl1ar is Director of the Bureau of State Services of the Center for:
Commun1cab1e Dzsease Control, Atlanta, Georgia. o

"Success comes in degrees," said New Jersdy delegate Diane vtchér. "Handi- P

capped peop]e are” now ready to fight for equal rights " CET
N :

Deaf delegates to the workshop demanded that mere doctors, nurses and teachers h

Tearn sign fanguage for communicating with deatrpeople. Jacqueline Shield, =

from Maryland ahd the parent of a deaf daughtery said“that "training pro- -

fessionals and greater wareness in. spitals and scho about disability

n = &

will make screening, dgtection, iden f1cation and tr€atmint more possible . ™

Dur1ng the workshop Health and Social Issues, the de]egates demanded an - L
"open world" for the handicapped. Instead of being "tax-eaters," they sha]] .
become taxpayers, delegajes said. There is confidence in the futyre and it
will produce:more gytherings such as this Conference, according to the
delegates present. Ak

N

Delegate Lyh Meeks from.Georgia a]so stressed the need for diagnosis ahd pr.

- vention., New 1egis]at1on should prevent discr1m1nat1on to any handicapped

/ :
- 17 - . 3 ﬂ"’

18

- ]



&

o :

, o ,
. -
« £
. - .
N . / \ - -
- - N . /\ . -
. . ‘ .

.

1nd1v1dua1 and’ br1ng more awareness to the non-hand1capped peop]e, she said.

Health -‘Workshop sess1ons expressed interest in a proposal 25 mahe health
servuces to deaf-persons linguistically accessible to-all.

Work shop on Educat10na1 Concerns , .

) V1rg1n Islands de]egate William Lomax sunnar1zed the three-day workshop as
Yenlightening," and stated that it was an "incentive to demand more from our
government for disabled'people." He said he found that problems which he
thought' peculiar to the Virgin Islands were, in reality, "similar to Stateside
proplems.” Lomax also praised the Conference in general for its "openness"
and for the encouragement it offered to every delegate to speak out even when
the delegate was "hard to understand.",

P

The de]egates to the Educat1on Workshop felt that teachers were presently ex-
cluding disabled children from the classroom. They urged that "mainstreaming"
techniques be used on teachers. They also suggested that more disabled

teachers wou]d also result in more disabled students in_the regular cla$srooms.

. Y.

Workshop on Aging ] . : .
/ .

- Senior citizens who also are disabled should have the right to work with an

income means test, according to delegates to the Aging Workshop. An Alaskan
delegate was cheered by the other delegates when he ounted the case of
an Anchorage hus driver who, at the age of 70, "can work, wants to work, -and
is working."

\‘ Delegates to this workshop also stressed the importéncezof_positive media

-

preséntation of disabled people. The need to combat stereotypes about older
people was stressed. B

workshop on Research \\ ' : g

F. Ray Finley, Associate Director of the Krusen Center for Research and ,
Engineering, Temple University, Moss Rehabilitation Hospital, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, called for expanding programs in basic research.. Both pro- .
fessionals and the handicapped themselves should cooperate--as they are at /’
‘the White Mouse Conference-*in pushing for additional résearch’funds. He A
S said that "it is very important for handicapped people to meet’ here and ~ .
identify their concerns in an atmosphere of mutual cooperat1on wi hea]th-\\\\

: Dep]ormg a downward trend in federal spending for research smce 1971, Dr. %

.y

profess1ona‘§ " s

/
/
-

Workshop on’ Housing

"Incentives should be provided t8 integrate featu deéigned’?br the handi~:
capped, along with those for regular improvements in\ all buildings and
remodeling," stated Harry Sparks, an architect and de]agate from Kentucky,

. at the Housing Workshop. He added that a large part of the architectural R
barriers problem for the disabled is the lack of awareness of these barriers .
among architects. Other delegates to the Housing Workshop called on the

. . 18- . ),
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government to provide f1nanc1a1 1ncent1ves to‘2911ders to meet hand1capped
people’s needs.. . =~ . o .

Workshop on Rec"eation"

-

A delegate in the Recreation Horkshop brought down the house wpen she sadd,
"Pr%fud1ce .is being down on th1ngs you're not up on." .

7The Recreation NOrkshoptdelegates demanded an end to prejudice and d1scr1m1na-
tion against. handicapped people in bujldings, ansportgtion, parks and all

>/f’ recreat1onaV faciligies. "Total acCess1b111ty" was their expressed goaTl.

=t

Horkshop on Soc1a1 Concerns ] (‘ ST A e

Deleg:£§: atténd1ng the Norkshop on Social ancerns maiata1ned that handicapped °

peopl ve a basic right to attend concerts, mov1es art exhibits and other
cultural eventg, and these events must be made attessible~to them. Educators-
nave the respo s1b111ty to promote events, not as\¢heraé%;>but as "an eanyable
experience."” i i »

y

¢

¢
4

S

A riew from the balcony as delegates pather for a dbmer meeting in the
ballrpom of the Shevaton-Park Hotel
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Qorksﬁgp on(;pec%al Concerns
)

Native Américan,, Black, Hispanic background, and Oerntql,delegates_spoke,out'for

cultural awareneSs training for service providers, multilingual staffing, and

role-model publicity for.successfu)- handicapped minority individuals-in‘the Work-

y,Shopon Special Concerns. SevepaT delegates, while recognizing the special in-
terests of minorities, were concerned that specialization not work to the detri- °

" ment all disabled persons. Delegate Ray Fitzpatrick of Connecticut said,
."Despite the special concerns that a1l of us have, it is important that we do

not-lose sight of why we are heré. My particular interest is nfental ratardation

--but we are here tor all the handicapped

4‘Dave Kelley of Utah sumnarized:. "We are ggl’hgré for a common cause, i.e., to

v

* these ¢

promote the needs and problems Bf handicapped people and to promote appropriate
legislation at State and Fedegal levels. We must oppose efforts to splinter
us. I ag white, in a wheelchdir all my 1ife, and a college studenti, Any of
havacteristics could be reason to be in a faction, but I don't give a
hill of bdans about this. I'm hiere for-a1] "handicapped people." ‘
One session- focussed on_the prob]ems’(h’disab]ed veterans. The group had a
rong feeling that the Veterans Administration should devetop job placement

_ activities: by elimina{ing time limitations for training, by mandating counsel-

ing of all disabled veterans at discharge, and by extending training in semi-
skilled and technical areas. - TN ) :

. _ - A L

Said delegate John Dean of New York: "I wasn't dounseledywhen I was discharged
-=it took me over a year t find out about vocational rehabilitation in the
Veterans Administration." The group expressed;a high interest in the develop-
hent of m&asures to retain persons who acquire disabilities in military service.
Delegate Dave Kelley of Utah urfed consideration of disabled civilians being ,
permitted to join the military. "I'm 4-F and I.don't like:it. 4 havesomething
fo contribute'téo." This drew spontgneous applause from the group, many of -

“whom were disabled veterans. .

-
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- REMARKS BY JACK SMITH EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

WHITE HOUSE CONEERENCE ON HANDICAPPED INDIVIDUALS

>

“ @

! J
We have listened to the voice of handicapped people through state confeM¥ices,
.and in planning the national conferenceé. ~Now, thé administrators and the -
Congress are ready to receive and act on your final recommendations--recom-
mendations that will chart a new course. : -2

o ' B

I believe this White House Conference will be remembered in very positive ways. ,
Health, social; economic, education and civil rights components affecting-
handicapped Americans will at last receive théir propgr focus in this country. !
Phrases like "separate bué equal" can and must. be eliminated from our vocahulary.
Human rights for persons with\physical or mental disabilities must mean inde-
pendence, dignity ahd\(y]l participation ‘in every corner of this nation'and in
everypactivity. : : . . )
. N, . _“ _ .
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The conference s National P]anmng and Kdmsory Councﬂ is ready to help you
- make thi$ the most productive White House Conference ever held. The achieve- °
. ‘ments of this conference can 11ght the way for future generat1ons

T s . . A

HARRIS ANNOUNCES'INITIATIVES
- +FOR THE HANDICAPPED "

Patr1c1a Robéﬁts Harr1s, Secretary of ﬁtus .and Urban Devel ént, announced
that a new Office of Independent Living f the D1sab1ed w111'be established
in HUD. s

This new office will report d1rect1y to the Ass1stant Secretary for Housing,
and will work to make HUD more aware of the housing and environmental needs oft
Ameridans with disapilities. . ¢
At the same t1me, the Secretary amnounced sev‘era] other+actions that will bg
taken to- provide more atcess to Federal housmg programs for people with dis-
abilities.. . . . ’

» i -

Inc'luded in these 1n1l1at1ves éecre»tary Harris's decision‘. to?e.t the goal «

‘that five percent of adl new ily units constructed under the Section 8 and
publfc housing programs be des1gned for use by the hand/ta”pped

'This new hous1ng goal," she said, wﬂ] mark the first of a series of steps

] HUD to provide propexly des1gned, accessible housing for the non-elderly
handfcapped.” Other steps will be taken to remoye parriers that prevent the

d1sab1ed from’ partfcﬁpa ng more quy in normal act1v1t1es They are;

S‘ 12
- Local corrmun1t1es will ‘be urged to spend a: 1arger share of their =~ - -
- community development block grant funds toseliminate arch1tectura1
’ barriers and to build reh@nhtatwn facﬂit1es © s
9/ L .
- HUD will explore innovative approaches to deve]opmg a]ternatlve oy

hous ing environments for the waﬂy d1sabled
Through the new Office of Independent L1v1ng for the Disabl ed HUD, .
yill-make a greater effort to sensitize the Departmer\t to the needs .
“of ‘the disabled. =~

will be set up to draft,. in cooperation with consumer and advocacy
groups, HUD regulations spelling out Civil rights for .people with
b d1sabﬂ1t1es

(\;_‘ " “Under-the leadership of the Office of Independent Livmg xwork group -

3 " . Al

- The Secretary will continue workingwith the Ad Hoc Committee on
* Indepepdent Living that was established three months ago 1o work :
J. with consumers. . "
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- -She will also explore the po¥sifglity of estab11sh1ng .a consumer
advisory committee on independe living to make better use of
"ex1st1ng programs and to develop new programs tp ensure conttnued .
progress in“this area. s .
Secretary Harr1s also noted HUD's past accomp11shnents in providing h0us1ng
for people with d1sab111t1es under the Section 202 program. .

The Secretary p]edged that act1on will be taken toiconvert.HUD s commitment$
to persons w1th d1sab111t1es into rea11t1es.

.'a-a
A

, . . .,

“ACCESS AMERICA’”NATIONAL ' )
.. + PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN TO BE LAUNCHED

s

"ACCESS AMERICA" is the new trademarked slogan to bg used b§ the federaf, Arch1-’
tectural and Tr&nsportat1on Barriers Compliance Bodrd (A&TBCB) ina national
public awarepess campaign to promote access to and use of a]l bJ11d1ngs and

- facilities py all Amerf % GRS :

To be 1aunched within a year, the national campa1g o WAl create awareness of
architectural, transportation, and att1tud1na1‘barg{§;s affecting millions of
people and promote barrier-free design in the man-made environment. h

- The ALTBCB was created by Congress in 1@73 pr1mar11y to gnsure tompliance with
" standards prescribed under federal laws which require tha all buildings and
facilities owned, occupied, or financed by the Unitéd States Government be
accessible to and usable by‘phys1ca11y hand15apped persons.

The major gowernmental ‘force provilling national 1eadersh1p to .make the man-
made environment functional for altl people,’ the A&TBCB 1SJcomposed of nine?
federal agencies: Health, Educatidn, and Welfare; Transportation; Holsing ‘and
“Urban Development; Labor; Tnter1or Defense; General Services Administration;
Postal Serv152t and Veterans Admwnistrat1qn For further “information, contact.
" the Architectyral and Transportation Barritrs Compliance Board “Room 1014 MES
Bu11d1ng, 330 C Street, S.W., Wash1ngton, D. C 20201 :

By
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WCCESS TO PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND
TRANSPORTATION FOR ANDICAPPED

” .

Enforceifent of federal law requi ing 1ndeoe:d nt access- to pub11c buildings
¥nd transportation for handicapptd«persons ‘was theé major issue of a pubTic -
awareness cofiference recefitly conducted by the National Advisory Committee on
an Accessible Environment at tNg University o /Calajornia.in Berkeley. The

meeting was sponsored by- the University of Califor

a Disabled Students Unwon.

Enforcement and compliance processes u;gﬁ by the federal government’ s Archi-
tectura] and Transportation Barr1ers Compliance Board (A&TBCBﬁ were exd&a1ned.
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The A&TBCB ensures comp11ance w1th standards prescr1bed under federal laws which
raquire that all buildings and facflities owned by the United Statés Gevernment
be accessrb]e to and usgb]e by physically hand1capped persons . .

The Natignal Advisory Committee on an Accessible Env1ronment was estabhshed

to provide guidance, advice, arfd recommendations to the A&TBCB. /1t meets
quarterly -in different locations in the nation. The‘16 members of the com- -
mittee, which represents handicapped citizens, come from across the nation. Nt
The majority of them.are handicapped. ' i - -

The conference in Berke]ey was e f1rst of a series of such public awareness »i;

- ~conferences to be hald in var1ous reg1ons of the country.’

EW PAMPHLET TELLS HOW TO MAKE COMPLAINT -
ABOUT BUIEBINGS INACCESSIE!‘.E TO HANDICAPPED

4 A * 1
w pamphlet exp]ammg how to make a compl aint about an inaccessible
-federally financed building has been published by the Architectural and Irans~ ,
_portatwn Barriers «Compl iance Board (A&TBL;B) . .
Access Amer1ca' The Architectyral Barnﬁers Act and You.is a guide to the com- »
pfaint process and enforcement rules ufed by the A&TBCB to ensure compliance
with the Architectural Barr12ys Actzof 1968.

-

The pamphlet exph??ns that &y pers --1nc1ud1ng thote who aFe hand1capped--—
has the.r1g S Y 1ndependent access/to buildings and facilities constructed,

How to make a writtén complaiAt afd what happens to*it is ailJed. The panph- S
let puts”in eVeryday 1anguag the A&TBCB's "Practice and edures for Com-
p11ance Hear1ngs"€publishe e Féderal Register on December 20, 1976.

tl

~ ¢ RELATbN 1’0 THE HANDICAPPED
~ . -:. =
The booklet A Surrmarl of egted Leg1s]at1on Relat1 to the Handicapped:®
1975-1976 coutﬂns brief s¥nopses of legiglation enactéd by the 94th Congress
whi a fects fwswaﬂy ad mentﬂly handicapped personis. AIt is designed-to
hel anners,” syudents .afid interested, citizens gain insight . into laws
wh1ch a or'i /program with varied objectives benefiting hand!capped pérsons

n

Single copwes dre avai able from Office for Hanmcapped Individuals
/ , Department of .Health, Education, and Welfare

4 Room 338D “pouth Pomgal Buildingr =~ - - ,

Washingtor, D.C. 20201
3
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