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Part I - The Conference

by ’
: A
A John A. Nesbitt

/ » The White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals, May 23-27, 1577,
provided the means whereby people who are handicapped could press their

,/ concerns before the President, the Congress, the Federal-State Bureaucracy
/  and the American People themselves. i .

!
[

<
The Conference was mandated by Act of Congress in 1974. . ‘The White House
Conference had as its purpose: 1) to provide a national assessment of problems
and potedtials of individuals with mental or physical hahdicaps; 2) to generate
a national awareness of these problems and potentials; and 3) to make recommen-
dations to the President and Congress which, if implemented, will enable
~ «jpdividuals with handicaps to live their iives independently, with dignity and

with full Participation in community life to the greatest extent possible.

e

During the one-year périod prigr to the convening of. thie White House Con-
ference, 56.state and trust territory conferences were held. Participants in
these Xtate and territorial meetings adopted 24,000 recommendations and resolu-
tions that were forwarded ta Washington; D.C.. to create the agenda for the
White House Conferepce. These state and territorial meetings also elected
State Delegates who calried forward to the nations's capital the concerns, needs

. and aspirations of people who are handicapped at the local level. . \
., The White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals was a major attempt
* the Federal -government to learn and understand the concern of 35 million -
handicapped persons in fhe Unit®d States. Eight hundred delegates from all
/ over the nation and more than 1,700 observers attended the*five-day Conference.“
Pifty percent of the-delegates were kandicapped; twenty-five percent were
oot parents or guardians of handicapped; and the remaining twenty-five percent
were professionals and others involved in the field of thé handicapped. Equitable
delegate ripresentation was provided for all categories of disability aad for
-, all handicapped minorities. ‘ b4 ‘ . '
Means wefe provided for the formation and verification of statements,
position papers, resolutionssand recommendations. The Conference staff distilled
the 24,000 state level recommendations into, a series'of "jssues/concerns/recommen-
-s’rdations" preseated, in printed workbooks. In turn,’ the Delegates ranked these ~
items. T@ﬁ/ﬁgﬁiective ratinigs will be published. New resolutions were generated
through the workshops and the state caucuses, for adoption by the entire Delegate
Assembly.at the closing plenary séssion. T




-

e

. sought for a long time to take advantage of these jprograms which t
\\\and my predecegsors in the White House have passed have often ha

i
The Conference =~ _
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The Open{ng Session of the €onference was a-highpoirnt. President Jimmy,f>
Carter and the Secrgtary of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, :
Mr. Joseph A. Califano, Jr., cited recenf advances and spoke from their hearts
promising more progress. T Lot -

=
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" ///” The following is extra®ted from President Carter's speech. - J/
JI //, o

“"For too long handicapped people have been deprived of a right to am
education; for too lorig handicapped people havesbeen excluded from the possi-
bility of jobs and employment where they could support themselves; for too
-long handicapped people have been kept out of buildings, haye been kept off
of streets and sidewalks, have been excluded from private And public--transpor- ) *
tation and hav¥ been deprived of a simple right in many j Stances just to . L
communicate with one another. . ' e

- wn_ .1 say to you tonight the time for dis%?imiﬂﬁ on against the handi-
capped in the United States is over. , !

"The Bill of Rights For Handicapped was spelle ,
Rehabilitation Act of 1978, and we are going to epforce the regulations that
are specified in that bill. We are going to”enforce the regulations that /
tear down the bayfiers of architecture and we going to enforce the regula- //
tions that teat down the barriems of transportdtion. T

"It is almost inconceivable, and it is g reflection on all of us in
leadership positions that these basic righté have been delayed so long. ?hq;’§g§ﬁ{
are not times for thanksgiving, but for a ASustained demand and a time to as §§§g§,
other gpportunities’ in the future. : o ,,'1;&a;j/um

. "The civil rights of handicapped pérsons is not the only element of the A% < -
laws that have been put into effect. We have more than 100 different programs i
in the Federal Government already for the handicapped. They are adgj 'ytéred 3
by many different agencies. There are a lot of different kinds. of" i
for the handicap of the same person, and that means that many of yg%\

out -in Title V of the

or five or six different agghcies to get the simple treatment or¢
which you deserve under thé law. ] ‘ o
"It is time for us to.change that, and one of the very goo benefitsy
the reorganization authority that Congress has now givem me is A¢ briug al
those programs for th "handicapped together ;nto one agency sg*you can.
-stand them and take/ésvantage of them. : o B , »
"Your confe;zﬂbe is important. You a:é intelligent, czﬁrageous leadersj:' . _
but because you héve experienced suffering and because .you have overcome it, I j{ '

think the recommendagiony that will be coming from you that will affect the - ‘ﬁg, ) zgl
R

lives of many millions ofeffeople now and/in the future will have that same
extra dimension. . . .

"Our country needs. you and I know that you will neve ‘disappoint those’who 'y
look to you for leadership.”™ . - f Lo .

4
Y . - ‘ ]
+ Thé.following is reflective of nz; action—orienﬁed character of the Con-
ferenge. The next day, in respons€ to President Carter's comments on coordinatien,
Se?2tbr Jennings Randolph of West Virginia‘along with Senators 8tafford of Wermont,
JavAits of New York and Williams of New Jersey introduced in,the Senate a bill to-
egtablish a National Center for the Handicapped to serve as’ a‘’céntral office to
oordinate programs for the handicapped. ) o )
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,// The Secretary of the U.S. Depatrtment of Health, Education #nd Welfare,
/ Mr. Joseph A. Califano, Jr., ,spoke next saying, )

S

A4 7]
ili%ation Act of 1973. As yousell know, Section 504 prohibits discripinatio
solely on the basis of handiap against otherwise handicapped individffals, i
prograis receiving Federal financial assistance. . ' .

"The 504 regulationd%is a° landmark in the quest of handicapped citizens ,
for equal treatment, and it wiltl be a fundamenta]l ‘guidepost to the new era of
civil rights for the handicapped." ) , ‘

(See full text of speech, Appéndix A.)

"Last montH, I signed a reg lation implementing Sectioh 504" of the RghabR
n

]
’

-

‘During the next three days, the Conference wa¥ addressed by a parade of
. . national leaders such as Senator Jennings Randolph, Housing and Urban Develop- -
ment Secretary Patricia Roberts Harris, Education Commissioner Ernest L. *Boyers,
Veterans,jdministration Administrator Max Cleland, Department of Transportation
' Secretary Barbara H§rris and A. Dean Swift, President of Sears, Roebuck Company.
v 1
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. Leisure, Recneation:\The Arts .

‘Among the 800 .elected State Delegates attending the Conference,-there were

six known recreation professionals and board trembers. Of the 1,700 observers -

attending, recreation was represented by four full-time obsgrvers and six part-

+ time observers. e Arts ~for Handicapped movement—«as represented by a number
of .delegates and oyservers. The Recreation and Cultyral rkshops were attended T
by ‘about 200 delegates and observers. _ - o S - -
- A) . ‘. % - .

e The patt'fﬂatéleisure plays in the life of the person whe is handicapped

was an.important aspect of the work agenda’ The major features of the Conference
‘ dealing with leisure included: -

- .‘. - [

[ . =
*Major One-Day Workshop on Regreational Concerns. \

) ?Major_Onp-Day Workshop on Cultural Concerns. ’ ’

N

*Artistic and Musical presentations by Peoplé Who Are Handicapped

xSpecial Exhibits on the Mountwood”Park for the Mandicapped, West Virginia;
the Children's Experimental‘Workshop (pgrforming and applied arts training),
Washington D.C.; Arts for the Handicapped Projeds, New York; and National
park Service, Washington, D.C. X \ Co
" Leisure.is st:ll often perceiéed as a secondary social need ‘or probléﬁ.
by too many handicapped okespersons, the public and service providers.
_However," recreational ltural opportunity were among major social concerns’
_addressed by thé Confewg The other major social and special concerns
“included civil rights, seVog 1y and multiply’disabted, attitudes, architectural
Naccessibility, service delfJery, 'minorities, transportation acgessibility,
+ veterans, communications, pgychological agjustment, qusing and aging. "
The two one-day sessions dealing with leisure, that is the Recreation
* = Workshop and the Cultural Workshop, dealt with a number of problems of dgfinition,
delivery, unmet needs and goals - but, all from a consumer point @f view. T?re
were 175 cecommendations in the Recreation and Cultura) Workshops prepared by the

White House Staff based on the state and territorial recemmendations.

)

A




... -UAs one of my first bcmmitﬁentsa I would like-your White - - o

$ L ’/#,.' S
1] »
!iﬁ ) 'lﬁr. .‘;“‘g‘.iv - »/J,,_-, . . e

These two comments are suggestive of thesd madeyby consumers in the Cultural
and Recreation Workshops: . \i' . . oo

. : . 1
"Therapy is our work for the day. What we nindicapp%d need and
. want is a cultural activity. We.doqig\zggt more work Or morey
therapy which we get plenty of.'l < - . . A
. - . . - )
“My two sonsy are mentally retarded and they want, and I want v
for them, the -opportunity just to participate i not ito have
- therapy, or education, or anythig, but just<to participate and
enjoy." : 1 . , NY
A} M A ~
_The major action taken in those two Workshops was the -adoption of a reso-
lution which criticized the U.S. Bureau of Outdoor Regcreatidn for its general %
inactivity in relation to hgddicapped and urged the Bureau to take on a substaﬂﬁi_
tive role in relation to the nation's 35-pIlus million handicappdd. This was

done on May 25. Within two hours, the-new director of the Bureal, Mr. Chris .
Delaporte, appeared before the Workshoﬁ'to discuss the issues that had been ° ]g¥§€
raised. (See Appendix C.) Cy . : . k% A

.. ‘ . & . 3
The next day, May 26, following Mr. Delaporte's official swearing i gp ///,
Director of the Bureau, he wrote the following to Joseph J. Margalis,” Pe 1-

vania Delegate, Wilkes-Barre Recreation Board' Members, and a member of the¥ .

Recreation Workshop. ) L o
f ’- . =

"

use Conference on Handicapped Individuabssto know that -
/ ag Ditrector I will be open, responsive and sensitive to
' ydur needs-and desires. - ’ :

.

"There will be specific action taken on all your recommen- L\
dations." ! ) - . " i i
;. \\' Chri%_fi Delaporte ,
. J- - i Director : L »
g . _ Burgau of Outdoor Recreation
< U.S. Department of the Intj;ior .
. : '« - -Washington,”’D.C. 20240

Civil Rights and the Handicapped * L ‘ -
- Aoy iy Do LI
The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, P.L. 93-112" (amd amendments, P.L. 93-516)
is the "first Congressional Act protecting the rights of the handicapped."
This law. and the regulations_that have been issued place the .responsibility for.
assuring the civil rights of .the handicapped squarely on the Federal government

" and the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Wélfare. The 504 Regulation

of the Rehabilitation Act. of 1973+joins Titde VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 °

and Title IX of the Education Amendments df 1972 as basic social efforts to

assure that minorities experjedce\equality of opportunity im our society.

However, handicapped consumers. and handicapped advocafes must undertake a massive

gRgssroots effort arrived at 5uppofting the Federal law if we are to achieve the

s§Eial progress envisioned in the” law. HEW Secretary Joseph A. Califano, Jr.,-

U L
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lpft no doubt that he truly understood and éubborted the law and the regulations
that he had signed. ‘It is unrealistic to believe that laws and regulations can
be implemented based simply on‘Federa} initiative. 'Handicapped consumers must

go to-work at the local level. . . . i
. ' -
»

New Coalitions ¢ . -

.
-

« 7 4 : -
There were Many new groups that came forward during the Conference. For
example, the National Disabled Women's Caucus held its first major meeting at
the Conference. The meeting was attended by 150 women (and g sprinkling of -~
- men) who discussed issues such as double discrimination in ¢#¥Jcyment, housing,
p ;g’sex education, gynecological and obstetric care, bearing and raising children,
[% ~ K\ ¢ 4 consumerism, and advocacy. Major advances were made for disabled women by
;ﬁk )'Ff{ providing an opportunity for personal exchange, among disabled "women apd theZI>
7 . _credtion of a national communication network. . e
. % -

l;;\Other new groups thqt”céme(§orward'included the Religious Caugus; headed ~,

' bysHarold H. Wilke of New York; the Child Non-White Caucus; and the Dissident
Caucus that arrived in Washington with tags-saying, "I'm Dissatisfied With
This Conference.." B C7 N

- P ’

/
» .
- . -

Legislation Discussed . )

. A number ofelaws and regulations pertinent to recreation which affect the
handicapped were discusst and/gr criticized. Discussion focused on: o

*Affirmative A tion Obljfations of Contractors and Subcdntractors for
Handicapped Wgrkers. /(See Appendix B.) ’ i

*Affirmative Action/Obligations of Contractors and Subcontractors for
Disabled Veterans/and Veterans of the Vietnam Era. ’ .

>

*Proposed Regulaftion for'P.L. 94-142Z, Educatidn for All Handicapped Act.

. . LY

During the tiiree work days, the various Workshops and the étate‘Caucuées
developed over 100 new resclutions and recommendations which were to he’ voted -
on at a final Pl nary'Ses§{0n. However,,due to the depth and complexify of
the issnez involped the Conferende decided to take the resolutions back tw
their respectivd.states for study and subsequent voting for or against by mail
ballot. For some this was a disappointment - ndt bringing the whole matter
to a dramatic close. Others saw this as a blessing - being forced to keep the

wheels turning badk home where it counts.
-

The White JHouse Conference or’Hgndicapped Individuals was a resounding
success. Handicapped consumers and handicapped jadvocates .truly had their day
", at the seat of the Federal government They were attended to by the President
and senior officials of the.Administration. Elected leaders attended the Con-
ference and welcomed delegates to their offices. They witnessed the Federal

.government responding.

1
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..+ vAgeRcies, adminfstrators and professionals listened and learned. The )
Dglegates learned from.one anothe& and about one another. Many people said
they saw more clearly the wéz)ahead, how to groceed.

. s o ‘ . é

However, there were many points ofisagreements amongwelegates ?nd there
was wide€spread dissatisfaction with the "Service Btirgaucracy' (Federal’, state
,aﬁdiloctt gOVernment,~%61untary agencies and the "professionals.') "Many
assistance progrdms seem to be degemerating rather than becoming better, more .
effective. Public prejjudice, health care, housing problems, the economic *
squeeze, unemployment, barriers of all kinds, Kén-compliance with the ''Law of 7.
the Land" - takené;oget r these factors mean that beyond the difficulties and
pain of daily coping wi?ﬁ disease and disability, that being handicapped in )
.our society predispose§ a person to hundreds of problems - big and little - I
which greatly reduces his or her‘ability'to live independently, to live in .
‘dignity and to,participate in our society to the degree actually pessible. - ,

* Thus, 'hile'inggédible gains have been made medically, scientifically; and @ .
socially, it appears that challenges and problems lie ahead of no less magnitude
that those-that are hehifid. Years of life, or life itself, have been achieved

. and recognition must be given to those who have, through their research and ‘skilts,

Al

made this possible. Now, the shandicapped and‘their advocates must éonfronf,apd -
.overcome the attitudinal, economic and social fiandaries tb;tfconfrbnt us.
. -t ! . / .
Thig conference ﬁielded new awareness arfd new insights. L One thing that \as
brought about was a renewed awareness of the underlying gdal of many delegatgs
simply for self-determination. o \
. - L . - ';A

¢

Progiess\in Leisure and Recreation

. Leisure, recreation and the arts had a-d stinct part in the‘.hite'House ° e

Conference program. Appendix C reports majo Recreation Workshop resol@tions.
Appendices D, E, and F report resolutions p esented at the Open Forum. Appendix
reports a resolution adopted by the‘piss'dént Group. Addi;ional resolutions ¢

and statements related to “leisure, recreatidn and the arts have been and w (N

be .formulated by various Conference bodies. To gain a full.sense of the- i 2
sentiments of the Conference one must read the final report which will be L
available in the fall of 1977. The report will contain all firal resolutions

and will be formally presented to the President and the Congress, T

In varions ways, the White House Conference represented many, advances in
leisure for the person who is handicapped. The Workshops on Recreation and
Culture, the Workbooks ol Recreation and Culture, the new Recreation Resolutiongﬁ
.the exhibits on parks, arts and play as well as the entertainment all served to
demonstrate a growing awareness of the importance of leisure, the arts, ;ecreation
and’ parks and culture .in the life of the person who is handicapgég. '

N

' »
-

The Future C’ . . *
] The following observgtions are made:

- . Ve . . L
1. Based on the wide attention given to leisure, the arts greatxpn and
parks, play and culture, it is clear the nation's first White Conference

' y; L

. 6 . 55 . .
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. on Han@jcap;éd Individuals perceived leisure fulfillment for the person who
is handicapped as important. It is significant that comments and resolutions
addresded the lack of programs and services-and called for the initiation or

. expansion of programs. o . : - N '

. ’

9

BESEN recreation parks such.as Mountwood Park in Mgrkersburg, West Virginia, 'the - "% -
Recreation Center for the Handicapped in San Francisce, Special Arts Programs, |
" .zSpecial Play Programs, etc., are being started in many communities.
» , T . . ~ -
3.  The handicapped consumer andf%anaicapppd advocate wants equal Oppor-
. tunity “for “a normal leisure lifestyle, equal opportunity in leisure, and basic .
fulfillment or fun from leisure activity. The aims and methologies of community --
-, recreation for handicapped are consistent with the leisure aims and needs
expressed by the Conferengg Delegates.: - - y

2. Community recreation for andicappig; in the form of special outdoor

+

gt
fondi’}+1eaders such
-as Senator Randolph, Sehator Culver, Sgpator Hatch, ‘SenatdT StéfﬁBrd as well
, ‘as House Members such as Representative- Harkin, Representative Floed and
Representative Brademas and the tremendous deficits that exist, we%can anticipate
. distinct, new Federal legislation and programs which address specifically and , ¢
solely the 170 million daily hours of enforced leisure for handicapped., . i

. 4. Based on th¢ Senate testimony and statements of-

a 5. The comments and the views of ‘the handicapped and parent Delegates . - , -
may herald a new era ik recreation for handicapped. The traditional providers
. of leisure and reereatipn segvices, that is instittitions/agencies and the pro- )
“_ . fessionals (such as acfivity therapists, recreational therapists, therapeutic ' g z
" ¢ - recreation dpecialists’ art therapists, dance therapists, music therapists, . ‘\
bibliotherapists, horticulture” therapists, and so on as well as teachers, social
workers, etc.) may have to reorient their philosophy in terms of a client-. r
S participant who wispes to pursue self-determination in~leisure, who wants equal,
; opportunity~in leisuPe and who desires to live a normal lifestyle similar to and
-~ comparable to other people. Often, in the past, instif¥utions/agencies and Wany tb
professibnals have delivered programs and services that were determined Yased on

institutional, professidénal and administrative priorities rather than consumer
priorities. This institutional approach may not be acceptable in the future.

S

‘0, . . [
6. Further, we.can expect in the near’future from the. Federal government:
a) Actual planning, coordination f]pm the Federal government through . ~
o ' a designated agency such as the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation; - N

. - .

o ‘ b) Increased attention and funding by Federal agencies and units such
as Vocational Rehabilitation, Develépmental Disabilities, Bureau of Education
. for the Handicapped, etc.; | . ’
- .£) A leng range Federal ptan for program, research, traiming, technmical
' assistance and grants in aid so that handicapped may achieve leis:}re fulfillmenty’
equal opportunity in leisure and a normal leisure lifestlye; - ) N
. d) ‘The énforcement of Federal regulations regarding accessibility to - -
Federdl recreation facilities and accessibjlity to recreation facilities in.
Federally supported institutions as well as Affirmative Action for employment of ‘\
. _handicapped in America’'s $200 billfon annuai leisure industry. . L
- ~ - - .
- ¥ It -is appropriate to consider in light of the White House Conference the

- philosophy and programs of agencies such as the Committee on Recreation and

- ’
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~ "leisute of the S, President's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped, .
. thegNational Consortium oy Phygical Edecation and Recreation for’Handicapped
and the U.S. Bureau of Edacativr;mi,g&‘/%a€ Handicapped program in recreation. ’

IRST, the philosophy and prog of the COMMITTEE ON RECREATION AND LEISURE
%F the U.S. President's Commiffte¢ on Employment of the Handicapped coincides

. closely withsgoals and expectitipns of Delegates who were consumers Or parents. .4

. The Committee ha§ beensactivef in ﬁiémnt of handicap‘s;ifn leisure service*

occupationsy has been active fin p1 ting,leisure, ,recreataqn, park,- cultural
) and’ play opportunities for cjpildreft, youth and adults who are handicapped, ahd, _ »
L - very\significantly, has takep the lead in Washington, D.C. in exploring the .
human 3hd civil right to le¥sure #f peoplé who are handicapped. During the T
last year the Committee hasfconducted. both a ‘confrontation meeting' between |
copsumers-and providers of professional Leigure”§ervice and a meeting on the 2
human and civil’ right to pyblic leisure opportunity. e Committee has been ..
.- othe foremost Federal agencf in premoting and advocating/Tecreational, cultural,-‘
arts, parks and play oppofftunity for handisupped children, youth and adults.
.. Generally, the Committee'j philosoppy and program coinides with the philosophy,
needs and desires of the fonferencc belegates, the Conferehce's 175 or so .
/”‘Trecommendationﬁ and statgments as presented in the Recreational and Cultural .
Workshop Workbaoks, and.fesolutions and recommendations advanced by the Work=
shop sessions. ’

F

\UA

o ' \

— §. SE®OND, the NAFIONAL CONSORTIUM ON PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND RECREATION "
‘ FOR HANDICAPPED is comgosed of individuals from some 40 colleges, universities
e and state and nationaljagencies. All of these individuals are fessionals
(\\ i%%; actively iavolved in fre-service training, in-service training, esearch, *
“~demonstration and spefial projects: The orgdnizdation is a reélativély new one - - - o~
#edicated to edchangy of professional information and the promotion of adapted ° .

' physical education apd therapeutic recreation service. The gbals and program .
of the Natienal-Congortium are compatible with the aims and expectations « | 7 p
expressed by the Co fe;enceéDelegates.- But, by no means does. the National ’
Consogfium purport fto repreSent handicapped consumers or parents and friends -
of handicapged. us, one might(observe that ghe Conference points up the '
needs generally fq a'national effort, possibly a national organifation, that " -

) would represent cgnsumers, parents or guardians of ‘handicapped and those with =« |

- broad interests i the needs and interests of peopie who are handicapped.

. S _ i - ‘

- e pa t0 be ,touched on~is the NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON COMMUNITY

RECREATION FOR m PPED\projéct as an example of projects funded by the

U.S. BUREAU OF EDUGATYON FOR THE HANDICAPPED. .In general, a number of the ’ (

+ ‘special projecfs supported by the Bureau (the national Project Aquatics Main- ~ -

streaming conducted out of Longview, Washington with the assistance of the

+,  'Nat¥onal Staff of the YMCA, th& New Jersey State Demonstration of Statewide

) In-service Cgmprehensive Training in Community Recreation for Handicapped and
‘ -so on) are highly compatible with tbe aims, needs and desires expressed in . 0
' xarious way§ by and through the White House Conference. " For example, the
. National Inftitute on Community Recreation. for, Handicapped which we are con- . . ! -
" ducting atfthe University of Towa places primary emphasis on consumer models
. and consumer leisure cogpetencies whi® lead to individual choice ‘and self-"-
determinagion in leisu:SPby the person who is handicappéd. , It aéio emphasizes
Jleisure gdvocacy modegls and new programs and services such as th® Recreation #
, Ceriters _for the Handicapped San Franciscq\anﬁ in Washington, D.€:, the
> Park for the Handicapped, in parkersbyrg, West Virginia, and so on. «

)

~

1
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Based og the strong support that the U.S.' Burgau 'of Education .for, th
. capped has provided for récreation t}qining, rpseaxcﬁ”qnd specigl. pr
would appear that the greatest need at ‘the present time is for greag
ness among consumer and advocacy groups of the gains that have been

through and by the Bureau. o . -

10. It was dramatically shown ;hr&ugh the White House Conferenc
leisure and recreation needs of the nation®s 35 million handicapped
priority' on list after lists Theslefsuge needs of the handicapped
'low priority! list of every Federal agency. - every single agency.
needs of the handicapped are on the 'Mow priority' list of every nat

,voluntary health agency - every one. And, 'the leisure neéds of,the
consumers themselves and their parents or ,guardians are on the low '
list of every professiaomal.or rehabilitation organization. Only gro
the National Wheelchair Basketball Association or the National. Blind

» Association put leisure needs, and aspirations.of handicappéd:number

. -thése organiz&tionS'dd not deél, by definition, with the braad recre
cultural and.leisure feeds of all 35 million handicapped - the unemp
abled woman, the inStitutionalized person or the multiply or severly

e Handi-
ojects, it
er aware-
made A_ .

"

e that the

is 'low |
are om the
The leisure
ional .
handicapped
low priodrity’
ups such -as
Golfers’

oné and
ational,
loyed dis-
haqgicapped%

person. There is a need for a national omganization which. would serve ‘the . X

- leisure needs and desires of handicapped consumers and advocatés. T
wgre “to be employed in establishing the composition of an organizati

f a guide
b
on such as

an, American Special Recreation Association, the formula-mightube similar -to !

tHe one.u5ed'by the White House Conference, ie., 50 per cent people
~handicapped, 25 per cent parents and guardians of people who are-han
“4nd 25 per-cent.-people th‘are‘hrohdiy gnterested in the field. “The
broad based national oxganization in the United States that champion

who are
dicapped . .
re s no

s the

lefsure needs, rights and desires (that is, leisure, arts, recreation and -

parks, play and .culture) of people who are handicapped.
T 2‘ N h -

. , y
v . . Ky ‘
y , o~
] - -
- [ » .
’
- (Y ~
.
! e
L =
LY
= ' f . Y
. -
. ’
ot LY
Y - »
) . -« -
e - '
- N *
e ,. ™
. 1
~ - . ® fy N .
' - 1y
- « ’
\ " .
) 11 .o
”, . ' ’
- »
5 9 — ¥
.
’ -
[ ] »




- e

, ~ . ’ P, e !
* an RELEASE -UPON’, DBLIVBRY (App‘koxm;_\TBL{ 8:30 P.N.T
' . [ . , -
_ - fREMARKSQE . S
. SBCRETARY JOSBPH‘A CALLEANO, JR.’ \
-., . ATTHE .
vmm'ﬁ HOUSE CONFBRBNCE ON HANDICAPPED mnIV,IDUALs
O May 23, 1977 . ' C
- ."" ‘ .' et . -k " ¢
Good even1ng, and a very-uarm welcome to thé White

PR

-

House Confe?ence on Hand1tabbed Individuals.

Ao

Ath1te House Con£erence 1s a, catalytic event .- one
5 »

‘ that foduses concerns and develops an agenda for action on -

natters of the grea&est natlonal importance.

“Tonight You embark gn this Cbnference with three vital

» '.:f“l N . . 13
goals: . * - . \ T~
. | v v N ]
.. l .
° ﬁ1rst,.tq Yrovxde a national assessnent of -
1 . “—

the problems and the potentials of individunls

with mental or R5&51ca1 handicaps; |
v

° Second, to gcnefafe a national awareness of
these problems wh1ch haye meant that handi-
] .'capped 1nd1v1duais 'have in the past ‘Yeen

N an Oppressed m1n0r1ty, sub)ect to unconscion'

. ' able d15cr1m1nab10n, beset by demoraljzing
- . /’ . . 10 ‘ A ." .
S ) " - i '12

4}/-
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v

’ .indignitm detpured out of the mainstream of .

Y
.~ * -+ -«Amerkcan life and unable to secure their rightful
<. ¢ . place as full ‘and - independent. citizeﬁs; and -

V% Y Le *Thxrd to make recommendatlons to the Pre51dent

e ™ .
" e *.‘": ¥ ‘Sﬂ E " “and to the (Congress whlch‘,. if 1mp1emented will
e b:“:7 | | -enable 1nd1v1duals with handlcaﬁ% to 1ead proud'
v " %nd productlve 11veﬁ( desplte their dlsab111t1es.:
ﬂ Too often, however, the prom1se 6f a'White House ’ ' )
Conferenee-has not been realized efter the hoteis have .’-%
R \emptled and the media’ heregtarrleqkawayﬁtn:}r cameras and ’
typewr1ters.* o o ) k ' ., |
d ) But I know that this Confﬁrence will be dlfferent

Kot

'I know' it will be dlfferent, in partw‘pecause of thet

ﬁéa fine leadershlp prov1ded to you by Henry Viscardi, Jr.,*

o

* Chairman of the Wh1te House Conference, and by/JacR F.
¢

Smit*! Executive Director of-the.ponference. ‘They, and

"3

their many ‘co-workers, have been ‘sensitive to the strong

demands from all of you here tonight, -~ and frem the

-millichs .of hgndicapped.citizenb whom y%u represent -- that
<f3 the Conference emph351ze practical, substantive 1ssues that”

directly affect the. 11ves of . Amerlcans with dlsabilitles.

But the promise of this Conferente will be realized for

. P . ¢ -
' another, more profound reason.

. .
s 2
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k,;We are now entering a new era of ivil rights for the
- \ ) ’, . . Y R - - . .
handicapped individuals of America..'_” : .

f; And we ‘will pot‘turn back. - LT

9,
For too long, America's. hand1capped 1nd1v1dqg§3 have

Kl '¢
been v1ct1m;zed by demeaﬁ;ng practices: and 1nJu::}t”-§ut ..
now, theng is reéognltlon that unjust obstaqle} o selfs— \

. “determination and faar treathent must ‘fall before the

%

of ¥aw.-- an understand1ng that the-hatlon as: a whole
‘.end the shameful neglect of hand}capped citizegs and hé
'

translate many of the1r legrtl e needs into legal rights -

-~

.
» -

and neagingful programs‘ o ) . ,
Last month I szgned a regulatlon 1d§lement1\g£;lct1on

504‘ ‘the Rehab111tat1on Act of 1973s. As you , know?(ll
Section 504 prohibits dlscrlmxnatlon solely on the b351s of ~
handlcay?agalnst otherwxse-qua11f1ed handicapp%d 1nd1yfﬂuals;"

, in programs rece1v1ng federal financial assistance.

The 504 regulat1on is a landmark in the quest of handi-

+

e

guidepost to the new era of civil rights fbr.the handicapped. <
It calls for the fOllOWlng dramatlc changes in the actxons and
attltudes of 1nst1tut10n; ;Ké 1nd1v1uuals who are recipients
‘of funds from the Department of Health Educatlon and Welfare
e .A1l new fac;lltles'must be barrier-fréee, 1.e?, :

', readily accessible. to and useable by;hand{capped o

- individuals. BT ' .
’ . : % 7y

<

'
K
- - N 'm
. .

capped c1tlzqns for equal treatment, and it will be a fgnganentalf'



.
. . . .
. - .
) . ) - . . ' Lo . 6(
. L L v g

. g . e ‘ crias Y
Programs or activities 1n existing facilities must
o "be made accessible to the handicapped within 60

\ . ’ rd ) .
.y days, and, if no otherialtérnatives --such as
L T " [ 4 N 1 ~ . ’
* - a2 & +
v reassignment of clas8es or home visits
. . N

};‘ achjeve program accessii¥lity, structur
= ; . A . O . AN
;~ . ﬁ& " in the facilities must bepmade,yithi

- , . ’ No.eXceptions to the program acces

- ment w111 ‘be aﬁfoWed

s”s,

//df"—'7 mployers may nat refuse to h' e handic pped

persons, "if reasofhable accommodations can be made,

’. . by,them to an ;n@1vgdua;:\§hand1cap and if the
’ ) handicap does.not impair the ability of the: / .

5 , 'appliqgnt or'employeg'Yo do‘;he specific}job.
) |

- . .
l “

. 4 ¢ )
e g Employers mey not require pre: employment ‘.,

physical examlnatlons and may not make a pre-

. , : -2

employment 1an1ry about whether a person~1< 4

d ' Ar handlcapped or the nature or severlty of %iﬁ* j
’ R o handlcap, althou;h employers may make a pre— / o

n employment 1nqu1ry into an app11cant s ab111tv

*, to,perform‘job-related functions.
- ;o= .

- , -
. ~

vy . . -

= . X Bvery handlcapped child will be: enbltled to free

o ' / public educatxon approprlate to his or: her




&

i
- > L} ‘ L . L3 r
ind1v1dual needs, regardless of the nature or
severity -of the handicap. ‘In those nusﬁai

cases where placement in a speciad T sidential
) ) . s -
settfng is necessary, public authorities will

be fiﬁancially responsible for.tuition, rgom . -
ard. . . 1 _, .

, #
. " ¢

and

-
-

Handicapped children must ‘not bergegrega;ed in

. v . v
‘the” public schools,;but myst betéducated with -

o
¢ .

¢ the hon- handlcapped in regular ‘tldssrooms to

the maximum extent pOsi@b§% LA o7

-
.

\,/{L : Educational institutiqgsﬁand other social sexvice

programs must prov1de aux1llary aids,” sbch as
readers\ln school libraries or 1nterpreters for

the deaf,‘to ensure full participatlon of handi-

d ‘ ) . e .
capped persens. ‘ . -

3 »
.

All recipients of HEW funds m&sm combl%te within

S

one year a self- evaluatlon process, in consulta-

.

t tlon with handicapped 1nd1v1duals and organ;zat%

to determine which of thelr poizzzés and practttes- .

N \w‘

need to be changed to assure efjual opportunity tqr

.
s ~

handicapped Americans.

»
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fairly and expeditiously by HEW. . There anﬁ firmftimeﬁgbles

'504 regulation_and that will apply to all recipients of

4+ ,
1 . -, -

o '.:@;‘, ' -~ . . . i ) t L .
: . L ‘ - ‘ v
Se¢tion 504 and- the 504 Regulation constitute a'striking

recognltlon of the c1v11 rights of America's handlcapped

citlzens, Just as Title VI.of the Civil nghts Act of 1964

A J

and Title IX of the Educatlon Amendments of 1972, and the1r
companion regulat1ens,*are cr1t1ca1 elemeqts in the structure o

of law protecting the civil rights of racial minorities and . °
! ,

women, , |

-

But waaust now begin the process of,makihg the new

regulation a reality for handicﬂpped Americans. ' /// ' gg/r

I pledge that this protess will be monitoreﬁ forcefully,

-~

in the regulation. Ve should st1ck to them

. 4

Let me briefly share with you some of, the steps we have
taken or will take to assure‘comp11ance with the 504 regu-

1at1on . r

- ’

We»have an oqﬁptand1ng new !eam of leaders in HEW's
Office for Civil Rights, headed by David Tateﬂ, a distinguished

. / .

attorney w1th broad civil rights experience. v -
He,have begun work with the oﬁi‘r Federal agencies and '\\
departments which wili‘be issuing regulatlons 'similar to the
federal funds. - ) -
B We have already begun last week to maid out 36,000

-,,_’7* ’)4

assurance of compliance fprms to HEW recipients. - These are’

-~




_mainstreaming and prdgram accessibility.

due back on July Sth\ “And, 1f we do not get a timely and

adequate response, Wwe will move 1mmedlate1y to enforce thla

+

requirement.
. We will be ready to begin processing complaints brought
under Section 504 by June tst. Over 200 complaints have

been f11ed with the Department. .~ = ) .- ..

—

We have prepared, and begun to distribute, braille and

recorded coples of the 504 .Regulation so that handlcapped

Y

citiZens can learn f1rsthand ff their rlghts

) We bave planned -- and will soon begln.-m a;major o
public awareness ‘campaign that will inform hanaicapped.
individugls of their riéhté, recipients of their’ ob11gat10ns,
and the Amer1can people, including bu51ness and 1abor, kbout
the etr1k1ng new changeQi?/iaw Schools should understand

7.

ma1n~tream1ng, colleges should learn abOut the program
accexs1b111ty requirements; other recipients’ shgpld‘understéhd
th to restructure jobs; and myths about handicapped and .
disabled people must be dispelled. K manual(expléréiqg'50¢

will soon be recady for wide distribution.

*We will develop a teéegjcal assistance unit'to assist

“recipients in complying with important requirements like -

We have established a new position in fthe Office for

Civil R1ghts -; the Deputy for‘Program Reviay/(- th.will.
work d1regt1y thh the other divisions of H%W so that pro-
gram Offlterb include civil rights compllanée roqu1rements

in their basic operations( .- N .

»

18
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. Through these and other measures, the Section 504

a

Iy
. 3 v . ’

. _r )]

-

..
.
R
. .- - . * .
. . «
. P
-

.

reguldtion can work.

But voluntary complience, aided by deep involvement of

uhaﬁdicapped citizens and groups, will make the regulation

¢
[y

‘work far more quickiy. I1f handicapped individuals, recipients,

leaders in public and private life, and the Federal govern-

ment can be guided by sensitivity, fdirness and common ;

sense, then the regulation can immediatély become a charter

of equal opportun;ty, not an invitation to 1% tlgatlog. .
But ending dlscrlmlnatlon is 6nly the first step in

assurlng that handlcapped C1tlzens can assume their rlghfful

“*role as participants, td the fullest'%xtent p0551b1e, in ==

American society co.

% . Q

As the next three -days will demonstrate, the task of

guaranteelng that handlcapped individuals have equal opp01’

tunities in fact, and not just under theéd law, will require

initiatives in manyigggets of our social and economic life.
For example, the Disability Inéurance,program: part of
> HEW's Soci#l Security Administration, faces serious fiﬁshcial

problems. , o . - P

-

The program provides monthly cash, payments to severely

dlsabled adults who have work experlence co?éred by SoC1a1

N .

Securlty Four million disabled individuals and tbelr

families receive befiefits from the Dlsab;llty Insur&nce

- program. More than §7 billiom-is paid out annually tdkthese

beneficiaries. : ' T

3 Load
;"

As you know, iPresidgnt:Carter has recently sent Congress .

‘a proposal for restoring the sound financial status Jof the ’ .}

17 19 . i .

- . 3 - . , ;
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' - "\. o ) » .
/A N oaom
“ .
- : ! o & L . |
. e.‘ @”@ ' oo . . b} .
- 8ocial. securlt?'system, an9 the most” utgent pr10r1ty in that .

package is re%torrng the fiscal 1ntegrqty of the Dlsabll ty

- v

Insurance program. Withput the législation which we are

.

ding to Congr sé,.the Disabi}ity Insurance Trust Rund
g erf

RS P

be in default “in 1979 bankruptlng the D15ab111ty\*¢ .

-

! A TN
Tnsufrance _program._ Cy,

4 ) ° .

President Carter plans‘ to correct the d%;1c1t in the

Dlsab111ty Trust Fund, nat by adding to the tax burdens ‘of\

the.jow-income worker, but by .raisdgg the wage base for \x g B

. ) 3 ‘ \ , .
employers and more equitably-spreg ing the costs. 2 ;o
* N/ .

With your 'support, President Carter's proposals can J .

-

)

ensure that disabled dndividuaIS'covered by?SociaL Security
continue to, Yeceive cash benefits. Millions of handlcapp d

Amerlcans deserve . to have the1r confidence in the- Soc15¥

v

/
Security system restored. Aﬁ/ oo

4 .
During the next few days, you will discuss and/debate, ..

many 1ssues that, like the hedlth of the D15ab111ty Insurance

. : L |

program, are of great g}gnlfxcance to handicepped Amerleans. .
On Thursday, I,hope to return to yeu and
work of the'Conference and whére we go from here. |
But for now I just want to stress the warmth 0 .
welcome to you, to echo President Carter's: strong words.ofww et
support, and to thank you -- for the wisdpm you will share-.
with us and for the courage you have shown ﬁ?ﬁ_ﬁpd'all the
American peeple. : Q ;. )
- o ' &, )
5* ) N
18 “ 3 [

T
.‘*?’
%,




r
Appendix B |

U.S. Departmént of Labor L
P{ogramHighlights o | (4))

" ; , _ - ‘ 5 ;
Consumer information LeafletNo  76-34 (ESA~10) June 1976
FACT SHEET / 4 !

A L

,, FEDERAL EQUAL EMPLOYMENT,/CPPORTUNITY REQUIREMENTS FOR HIRING AND ™
PROMOTING THE HANDICAPPED / . -
What are!they? Section 50:€of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 prohibits

@oét emp.ioyers do@ng businefss for federal government from discriminating
in employment against the handicapped. These employers must also take
measures to hire and promote qualified handicapped ‘persons.

-

Enforcement: Primarily by the Office of Federal Contract Compliance
r ams, Employment Standards Administratioh.

° i

Colderage: 7
Employers/ Those with a.contract or subcontract with federal
government for $2,%00 or more of supplies or services or use ef\
property. -
Handicagped. Persons who#:(1) have a physical or mental impairment
which substantially limits one oxp mdre major life activities, (2) have
' - a record of such impairment or (3) are yegarded as having such an
impairment. A handicapped-person is "substantidlly limited® if likely .
to. find difficulty in securing, retaining or advancing in employment .
because of éandicap. . L g
N - /

Affirmative action: Affected employers must take affirmative action
£ to hire and promote qualified handicapped persons. Affirmative action
measures cover the gamut of enployment and personnel practices, such
» as rec¢ruitme:.t, h.ring, rates of pays upgrading, demotion and

selection for training. . (

,—‘""‘“"“:;g;:gfed employers must include in gach federal contract a sectiom,
. & s8¢t by regulation, called an-a {rmative-action clause.:..This
clguse commips the employer to heeding federal reqyirements for
hiri?g and promoting the handicapped. -
- DR Employefs with a contract of $50,000 or more andeb50 or more
' amployees must prepare and keep on fite a-written affirmative action
- program for each establishment. The programs -$hall be reviewed and

updated annually. A . >

/' Complaints: lFfle persénillyior by authorized }epresentative w;thin

Iﬁg days from the date of. alleged violation with Director, Offlge of
Federal Contract Compliance Programs, U... Dept. of Labor, Washington, |
D.C.* » ) ’ |

- S

Ths 15 one o' 3 cgnes of fact sneets ignigptng U S DepartmentofLabc 3 grams Ifisintendeaas a general descriphion
~—~ . oOnlyanddoesno' arr the force oflegg opir Cf . . . .

- ) * n ) 19¢ * : -




Further inforPmation:

Compliance Programs,
Department of Labor,

Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter 60,

z
-

. . ’
_Available from local office of Federal Contract
listed in most phonebooks under: U.S. Government,
Employment Standards Administration. ' See &lso
Part 601g41 (published in

Federal Regidter, April 16, 1976.
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Appendix C

”

. ST,
i

the Héndicapped Resolution (May 25)*

.BOR and

- * '

The fo}lowing resolytibn was adopted by the WHCHI Workshop IV Social Congerns (2),
RECREATION: : - }' . -

WHEREAS, recreation amd.leisure opportunity and services for America's 35-plus
million hahdicapped individuals havg been assigned very low priority or
no priority by Federal ihencies, notably the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation,
Rehabilitation Services Administration, the Commission on Aging, and the
Office of Handicapped Individuals; and.. ™ - ! )

’

’WHEREAS, ;he Nationwide Outdoo; Recreation Plan pqppared by the Bureau of .‘
Outdoor Recreation purposely deleted ratiorialé, planning, and attention
to the needs of America's 3%-plus.million handicapped individuals; and -
. : 0, ~ ’ .
WHEREAS,‘the Plan sidestepped operational and fiscal reéponsibiliry by assigning
. this function to State and. local governments; and , v
WHEREAS, these "o actions are wholl} inconsistent- with the philosophy and- ) .
’ responsibility exercised’'by the Federal government in other are such as
employment, education, health care, and social security; amd
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation shall
' . immediately undertake the preparation of a revised Nationwide Outdoor
Recreation Plan to meet the needs of America's 35-plus million handicapped
individuals; and -

v

, . ’

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the President of the United States of America
mandate a report from all cabinet members on existing progfams, their
level of authorization, and their level of funding; and that a Plan be
developed which will address the needs of the Nation's handicapped, that
authorization/funding levels of programs and services, research, training,
technical assistance, and demonstrjtion programs be provided and that
responsibilit{ be assigned to the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation with the
directive that other appropriate Federal agencies and commissions shall
cooperate with the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation to achieve the goal of
meeting the recreation and leisure~needs of the total population.

. J . ’_' - .
The resolution was introduced by Calvin Jondle, Iowa Delegate, Waterloo,
* Iowa.' Following the adoption of the resolution by the workshop session,
delegates from the following states obtained copies df the resolution for their
state caucuses; Alaska (Mark Oliger), California (Mickey Christiansen),

Colorado (Janet Anderson), Delaware nie Fairchild), Florida (Sara Hurdle),

Ifidiana (Norton -H. Biown)y¢tska (€dlvin Jondle), Kansas (Kenneth Clark},, z

Kentucky (Wilma VanLandingham), .Lousiana (Perr Tillman, III), Maine (Jan K.

Repass), Masgachusetts (Franck Rebstad), Mighigan. (John Hogg), New Jersey ,

(Patricia M. Shillingbury), New Mexico (Frzé Shanks), -North Carolina (Glen

VanAndel), North Dakota '(Ruth E:r Erickson), Ohio (Myrtle McGland), Oregén

. 1
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(Dennis Celorie and Terry Hooton), Pennsylvania (Joe Margalis)= Puerto Rico
(Iraida Cortes), Tennessee fCloyd E. Litle), Tekas (Don Drewry), Virginia:

"Wisconginﬁ(M.’Lashook). A sufficient number of State Caucu$es'passed the
résalution to have,it' placed before the Delegate Assembly for adoption by that

' «body also. This additional vote will be’taken by mail ballot of the State

© . Delegations. T ‘ ?

% v °

\/ .7 ] ¢ ﬁ\\ ' ¢ - ] .

*STATUS OF RESOLUTIQN

. This resélution was adopted by a sufficient number of State Caucuses to
the White House Conference to pe among the 100 and more resultions submitted
" to the Delegate Assembly for fsrmal adoption by the confer®nce at large. The
resdlution was' among those printed and sent to,the 56 Statfe and\Esrritorial
Delegations for final vete. % K

&

b ' s ¢ ' .

(Joseph.F. Lytle, Jr.), West Virginia (Florence Merow'and Ed Lehew), and . ’

-
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Open Forum on Issues, Needs & } ) ]
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Two special sessions wére held during the Conference devoted to hearing !
reports, resolutions and statements on issues, unmet’ lems and needs.
These sessions were held Tuejday and Wegneédhy,\May and '25. The following =
resolutions- were introduced at the Open Forum sessighs. Following the Con+
ference, they are to be studied by'the-Natioﬂal Planning ‘and Advisory Council
"

to the Whitg House Conference on Hand}gggged,lndividuals.‘

~ W . ’
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Leisure Equality for Handicapped Resolution (May 24) . '
: . ‘aﬂfﬁ- ."/| 3 .

I N 3 o -, ’ P T
WHEREAS, people who are handicapped do not have equitable acgess to the American
leisure lifestyle, and which represent $200 billion in Gross National

Lelsure Consumption annually; and P
, ,

. ) R ) -
rd

+

‘WHEREAS, people who are handicapped, are not provided professional recreation

service by 90 per cent ‘of public-recreation and park departments; and -

-WHEREAS, people who are handicapped’ are denied access to 9) per—tent of the

nation's local, state and national recreation facilities and parks; and
. f

WHEREAS, leisur€ 1s a prima{z means of achieving personal fulfillmeﬁi for
millions of unemployed handicapped men, two miilion unemployed handicapped

: women and millions of handicapped employed only part-time; ?nd

WHEREAS;- people.who are han&icappe& are entitled to equal opportunity for
leisure fulfillment and are entitled to a normal leisure lifestyle;

THEREFORE,’ BE IT RESOLVED THAT the White House Conference on Handicappéd
Individuals urges the Congress and the President to take measures to
assure to people who-are handicapped that they achieve leisure fulfillment,
that they achieve equal opportarity ip leisure and that they achieve
a normal leisure lifestyle. <

- *STATUS OF RESOLUTION

This resolution was heard by an Open Forum Specia™Rapel and submitted

.to the National ‘Planning and Advisory Council to the White House Council on

Handicapped Individuals. If adopted by the Council the resolution will appear
in the report of the White House Council Conference on Handicapped Individuals.

- ’
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Open Forum on 1553;55 Needs, - ) : - : Y

. Two special sessions were held during’ the Conference devoted to heanfng ;
reports, resolutions and statements on ig3ues, unmet problems and needs.
- These segsions were held Tuesday and Wednesday, May 24 and 25. The following
S~ resolutions were introduced at the Open Forum sessions. Following ‘the Con-

. . ference, they are ‘to be studied by the National Planning and AdVisory Council - 1

to the White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals. . :

. - - "
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Recfeatioﬁ Facility Accessibility for.Hanaiéapped Resolution (May 25) S - )
- . \ .

.
~

L 4 o
_WHEREAS, "the Public Hearings conducted by the Architectural and Transportatiof
Barriers Compliance Board, October20-21, in Boston depicted massive
. . . non-compliance with the legal right of the haridicapped to access.to rec- -
reation facilities;, \ Y o ;— . ’
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT immediate measures be taken to proyvide direct i
organized disabled consumer review of progress on compliance with the
Rehabilitation Act- of 1973, Sections 504, P.L. 93-142 and the Architectural .
Barriers Act of 1968, P.L, 90-480. ; L T :
= »

. . .
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. *STATUS OF RESOLUTJON o
) o Lo
This reésolution was heard by an-Ogen Forum Special Panel and submitted |
to the .Natfonal Planning and Advisory Council to the White House Council on . ) i
Handicapped Individuals. : If adopted by the Councf&/;he resolution will appear v
in the report of the White House Qouncil’Conference on Handicapped ‘Individuals. - ‘
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N THEREEORE{ BE IT RESOLVED THAF the means be established to’fgcilifate funding '

Appendix F_

o 3 \ - . . -

~

o ~ 4
Opén Forum on Issues, Needs

Two ‘Special sessions were held during the Conference devoted to hearjng
reports, resolutions and statements on issues, unmet problems and neéds.
These gessions were held fluesday and Wednesday, May 24 and 25. The following -’
resolutions were introduled at the Open Forum sessions. Following the Con- .
ference, they ate to be studied by the National Planning and Advisory Council |
to the White House, Conference .on Handicapped Individuals. )

- 1‘

’ M . B ~
s/ * ~ \ . . .
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Federal Funding for Local Recreation for Handicapped Resolution {(May 25). E

. \

WHEREAS, local community recreation and leisure programs an
urban and.rural, are very limited or non-existent for .
handicapped; and . : . o

.

ices, both
e who are

v
I

, e
on a trlat)/

35, " ~

WHEREAS, those new programs and services that aré being developed
. basi$ rely heavily on non-local or state-federal funds; and

" WHEREAS, stiate level funding, technical;assistancé and trainingﬁ"support
- of local recreation and leisure service flor handicipped aréfvirtually . »
non-existent with but few exceptions; an e ‘ -

-
&

WHEREAS, Federal programs such a$ Vocational Hehabilitation, Developmental
* Disabilities, Bureau 6f Education for thé Handicapped, Commission on '
Aging, and Social Security have provided precedent setting, but very \
limited funding for state and local recreation fog'hqndicapped programs
and service; : '

"by the above cited as well. as other appropriate agencies for fecreation
_and leisure opportunity and services for handicapped; and ~

BE IT #GE:gER RESOLVED that guidelines for the dispersment of such funds

- include an emphasis on encouraging consumerism afid consumer groups,

encourdging employment of handicapped in full-time and part-time roles /~\//
and_due consideration of “assumption of fiscal respomsibility by local 1
authorities. / - - ,

N T

*STATUS OF RESOLUTION ~ - - .

This resolution was heard by an Open Forum Special Panel an&?gubmitted
. to the Natjonal Planning and Advisory Council to the White HOUQ Council on
Handicapped Individuals. If adopted by the Council the resolution will appear
in the report of the White House Council Conference on -Handicapped Individuals. . i
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' Fedgral Leisure Enffanchisement for the Handicapped Resolution (May 26) © ~

-
~

An informal dissident group met during the White House Conference.

Their meetings and activities dramatized the group's stand against op ression
of handicapped, against prejudice towards the handicapped, .against Federal and
tate bureaucracy, and against 'professional' ard 'institutional' herding of.
handicapped. The' following resolution was adopted by the dissident group as
part of a general statement prepared and adopted by the informal group.. =

LI

~WHEREAS, the leisure needs of handicapped children, youth, adults and aged °
are largely ignored by medical, educational, social, vocatiopal, recrea-
tionmal, arts and cultural services;(and .
. .
WHEREAS, 35-plus million handicapped daily accumulaté 170-plus million enforced,
* empty hours 6f enforced leisure per day, this in demial of leisure fulfill-
ment, denial of recreation, parks, cultural-and arts opportunity, depni
of equal opportunity, and dénial of a norqpl American life style; -

Y -

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT measures should be tdken by thé‘Presiden;,and
the Congress to ensure that all Federal agencies and programs respond
immediately ,to this massive disenfranchisement of 35-plus million Americans.

[y

il

4 ] .
- - .
.

¥

This resolution is p%rn of the @E::;;1 statement that was prepared by the
rdissident group.' The entire statement -was presented to the National Planning
and Advisory.Council to the White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals
with the request that the statement be published as
ence report. m . .

A o koL )

L 4 .
*STATUS OF RESOLUTION

part of the overall<Confer- .
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