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The data ;Sresented in th/s report are from the Cur-
rent Population Survey conducted in July 1975 by the

. Bureau‘of the Tensus. Supplementary questions beat-
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic

mg on language usage and on education were included
in the suryey at the request and with the support of
the National. Center for Education Statls,gcs u.s.
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. This is
an advance report and is to be. followed by a mo
detaited Census ' Bureau report on,the same subje
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these peopl also spoke Ergghsh as’ the usu,al language. -
ln fact, thg survey showed that a rather significant
proportiory (20 percent) of persons in these households
reported English as their individual language.

The dge dlstnbutlon of the populatron m *the various
language groups reflects the varlatlons in tructure
among ethnic grouwps rather than pecuharn e mherent
withiri the language. Nevertheless it 1s ofNhterest to

later-this year.

‘As x Nation, few Americans are bilingual. Nine

’

In addition to questions o‘nxthe current usage
lariguage by -individy the su
the Ianguage generafly use

/ Thése hop’se

Contained close to 5 million pefsons, (48 million) 4

years old and over, but it

@

Fho d be noted thai

 exa me broad age patterns of various language groups
because of different consequences resulting from lan-
guage problems at various points, .afong the life dycle.
Al ough most Ianguages shown here have beén re-
ported as the. usual language of too few persqns to
pfovide estrmates/that are reliablée ¢ enough for analysis

Y- age groups, there are, however, some significant

eviations. * For example only about 5 pergent of per-
sons whose usual language 1s Italian are o elementary
and high school age—between the ages of 6 and 17~
compared with 21 percent of those whose usual lan-
guage is Spanish. Also although onty 11 percent of the
total population are 65 vears and over, 44 percent of
those whose usual language is ftalian are In this age
Tgroup. .
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The survey also asks‘questrons about the drffrculty
with Englisk, and of the 8 million persons 4 years old
or over for whom English was not reported as the usual
Ianguage around 5 million (approximately 60 percént)
reported difficulty in _speaking or understanding

» English, Difficulty with Enghsh was reported by 54
‘percent of the 4 million persons whosé usual language

was Spanish , an tween 300,000 and 400,000 of
these reported themselves rolled in school at some
time during the 1974 75 schobl year,
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Of the approximately 450,000 persons 4 years old
and over who reported ltalian as their usual language—
the next largest group after Spanish repoyxing a usual
fanguage other than English—about two-thirds repbrted.

,difficylty with English,

in general, for pérsons whosé usual language is other
than English, the percentages havmg dnfflculty* with
English tended to be lower, among persons of sele-
mentary and high school ages than those of other age
groups, Presumably there 1s a greater expo§ure to
Enghish among persons in the 6-to-17-year age group,
virtually all of whom are enrolled in scﬁool In all, -
s there were 46.6 million persons in the 6- fo-17-year age
“group, of whom 14 miliion {or 3 percent) reported a
Jusual language other than English. Anci of the 1.4
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million, approxnmately 600,000 (or 45 percent) re”
ported dnffnculty with English.

The estm‘ates inthis report are denved from a
sample and are therefore sub;ect to samplmg error,
The sampling errpr is primarily a measure of sampling * *
vartability, that is, of the variations that occur by
chance because a sample rather than the whole of the »
population s surv.eyed However, all the" statements
of comparisan in this report are statistically significant
at a level of more than 2.0 standard errors. This means - ,
the chances are at least 19 out of 20 that a specified
difference.cited In the text indicates a true difference
in the population, A more complete statement on the
varlablhty due to samplmg, as well as more detailed
information about Ianguage usage, will be issued in a
later report in this series. * .. . ’

S I - &
. . .
§ * [
. ~
’ P ’_ . . A .
[ * [} -
¢ - . . . . . ¢ N =
s ., R ,o .,
.
. . * ©
4 LA . - <«
L4 B 2
. M . o 8
. S, . .
. . . o . .. 4. .
-~ > .- .« . ’
¢ . - e . . . .
~
7
. -
-
i . N
- ) N "
P .
. -‘ : . v
[ -
- N 3] .
. . . . v
N - 4 '
Q‘ .
. v
{7
v N
A)
. ) .
'
.
0
. . .
*
-, .
R
- >
- ° .
. LI
- »
- - -
-~ .
2 .
¢ ~ "
¥ . .
-
- .
. ) .
Y e
.
-
.
. i
.
e »
r -
—r . , .
!
3\ - :
3 . + 4
/ - \A {
.
, : /
s ~ LIRS 4
. < e -
[
.
P ? ~ .

o)




. 7 . N B
I3 ‘ = ~ * - A - ~ .
- - . 4 r N
. .
Table 1. USUAL LANGUAGE SPOKEN BY PERSONS 4 YEARS OLD AND OVER . )
’ . BY BROAD AGE GROUPS: JULY 1975 D
’ - -
: ’ - M "t Persons Percent by age i } v
- ’ N * F T n N 1 > . "
. Usual language of person sumber | L s |6 15 [ 6 t0 17 | 18 to 24 | 25 to 447 45 to 64 | 65 gehrs
X ! . (thousands) | w ana over years years years years -years and: over \
. f . K .
All languages..,. Cpreereianas 196,796 100,0! < 100.0 3,% 23.7 13,3 26,7 21.9 10,8 ’
. - . P N <
f. English, . . uurnensnsnnsinecnnnnses ® 188,799 ! 95.9" " 100.0 N 3.6 24,0 13,4 26,5 22,0 10. %
) Spanish,, H e 4,027 2,0 1¢0.0 5.5 21.4 12,5 W7 18,0 . 7.9
4 Chinese. .. . 280 ~0.1i 1000 4.8 o~ 128 29.3 2620} " 146 .
Filiptno,,... . 112 « 0,1 100.0 ° 1,3 12,5 %,2 3.0 30.1 15,7 M
. French..../. . . o270 ‘0.1 1000, . 0.7 2.2 10,1 18,01 - " 35.3 33.8 A
. Gersman, . 132 0.1] " 100.0 2.5 «7.5] 3.5 29.8| » 30,3 26,5
Greck,,,, .. .. .. 124 ¢ 0.1/ 1000 1,1 17.2 5.5] . 30.7 25,1 20.4
italian,, 447 0.2| 100.0 0.7} 1 4.5,  18.1 28,0 43
Japanese, m 0.1] 100.0 40 7.3 0.8 43.1 21.8 22.9 .
Korean.,.,. . % - 100.0 2.2 20.4 7.4 49.3 |+ 10.0. 10.7
Par tugudae, > 110 0.1} 100.0 7.5 8.4 6.4 38,51/ 25.8 13.3
. Other.,,.,.. 812 0.4 100.0 1.7 109 8,7 28,3 20,6 ¢ 30,6 -
N Not rcported..............‘.. e 1,477 0.8}, 100.0 3.1 21,4 17.7 25.3 20,7 "7 -
- = Represents zerg, or rounds to zero, ’ , . . . .
A ~ - . -’ .’ - .
- ’ o . - < - -
. ) ° . - - [ l
+ ) " i . b ’
d
@ . ¢ v . Py . ]
M : Table 2. USUAl,LANGUAGE SPOKEN iN HOUSEHOLDS . .
. 3 . s
.. -. . . JULY 1975 (REVISED) . -t ey T
. . - . . C o
- ~ - B
, . - - 1 Persogs 4 years and . .
.- y * Hot‘xseholds over in households?®
. - Usual language of household .
. ' - / *  Number Nuzber s M
vt c . ' R N (théusands) | Pereent (thousands) | PoTeent - ' o
e £ =
. ¥ . . ’
‘ s . ' Al Tangusges£.... . 71,537| " 100.0 196,796 100.0 co
T . English...... e . 67,308 94,1 185,545 94.3 ’
. * . Spanish. . . g 1.448 2.0 T 4,822 2.5 .
0t . ' Chinese............ P T ) 11 0.2 353 0.2
- J - Filiptino. . 43 . 0.1 122 0.1
French,.¢ ; 125 0.2 285 v 0.1 P f
Germanl v el ¢ 59" “ 0.1 157 0.1
Gregks .o v, ceen V' sof . o Loer 0.1 o
: . Italdanl..c........, .. . 195 o.q 522 0.3
® , Japanese.,, . ' 43 ‘0. 109 0.1 '
. Pl Korean...... 35 ’ - 123 , 0.1 R _
* Portuguese. . 43 0.1 14317~ 0.1 L2
. other....s... 397 0.% 966 0.5
. . ., Not reportede.s.ocssscesccncennss b 1,680 2.3 3,487 g 2% - BESRPY -
R - 5 - —
~ . '~ Represents zero or rounds to zero. ‘
. b4 !Number of total houscholds adjusted to agree with Current Population Repor 5,
* Series P-25, No. 623,
* c. 2This distributlon differs from that in table ! because persons are clpssified here by
. . . ° , the usual langusge for the householad, 'horou table 1 classifieca porsons/by their dwn usual
<. language, .
- A ~
/ . Al ' . 4
-
.., - - - e
' - . ) ’ ’ o " -
* . -
M ’ ES r) . -
. .
. -~ .
b3 -
4 1, ‘e * ’ o ) ;
r\ - »*
* Ty N ‘ ~* . - :
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Table 3. SECOND LANGUAGE SPOKEN BY PERSONS 4 YEARS %I.D AND OVER: JULY 1975
. ' ' - dPersons 4 years and over
o Second language of, person Number’ bercent ;
. (thousands) n '
* R T B )
LN ~ = L4
X v Totaleseosoee cedesanas et escesenresamessesansaneons 196,796 100.0
. . With second language€.....’ ..... oo ceanee P 17,369 8.8~ .,
b En'glish......‘...........;.?. eseereanes . Cene s . 4,942 - 2,5
N SDANISN. e e s sy aere eanteisanerennrasnenenneeis | - 4,284 2.2
; o Chinese..ouvusensiny e Fresesesessapesestenaaaannt . les | g.1
) F11ipino.t e uepessnemsssnssesansans . Ceene cee 210 . 0.1
French.secrvveenanns eese st s mensctses ettt sssans e 1,187 0.6 .
3 German..... veean . . .o P TN s 1,277 0.6 .
. Greek.. ... Y SREE TR Norreeaan cresanaas - 4265 ~ . 0.1
[ o Italiani.oveeoeeeeen Dot . et eresenaas - 1,462 ° -+ 0.7
. " Japanese......g..s e eersesesesenene cesesersaens A . 267 0.1
. . .- Korean!...;ieunann. . Ceeseasepeasansasans ceresnaas ~ 92 .=
w ¢ 7 PortugueSe....... Taeaeen P 173 0.1
. + 411 other languages,...... Ceeestesereneetaaaattianetas ) 3,033 . 1.5,
. No.second language...... NN DI teeenetrsanteennngs - 177,964 90.4" )
i * " Not’ reported whether second 1aNgUALZE. e e sssssessoseananas > t " 1 ﬂ63 - 0.7 -
s d e - = r
N - Represents zero or rounds to ze:ro. i .
. & '
. 4 - <
' . : .
! |
Table 4. SECOND LANGUAGE SPOKEN IN HOUSEHO L 1975 (REVISED) s
Persons 4 years and
LC.} ) . . . . Householﬂ\ ‘I over in households?
! . Second languagé of household 1T = T T < e - -
- s Number Number ) : .
P . - (thousands) ﬁez:cent: (thousands) Percent .
he . | L
- . | ,
® TOtal.eogeceseseanssscanas Geseesennnane 71,537 1 100.0 196,796’y ~ 100.0 -
with seco:::Janguage ............. B ' 8,369 11.7 24,810 12.6
Englishadl......ovun Ceeesaraasans Ceeeanes 2,224 | - 3.1 6,993 3.6
Spanish.eesen .. T TR TR R ey * 1,610 23| ¢ 5,189 2.6
ChineSEe.eeesoescsnsnsobasasassaannns . 68 0.1 196 0.1
‘Filipino........ cereensane cesienanes . 70 0.1 255 ¢ 0.1
FrencCh. eeooeveseesoesnsenssacssnsenss . 683 1.0 1,990 1.0 .-
GEeYMANeesssosessnrns cees e reseenes © 822 1.1 2,131 1.1
Greekessssasosasass csessescessrsananiten R 105 0.1 . 327 0.2
s D £ 2 S R R R TR R PRI . 785 1.1 2,331 1.2
¥ JADANESE. . gy ensrrnernns Ceree i, . 119 02 418 0.2
KOrean. «eseeeseeess R 40 0.1 126 0.1
* __Portuguese....i.oue.s D VI 87 0.1 . 206 +0.1 .
Alfmther languages......;...z../%‘..... . 1,756 2.5 4,648 s 2.4 ’ 1
No -econd banguage....seresdonacbedeiinnne. 61,347 85.8 168,191 85.5
— _,Not reported whether second 1anguagé...... 01,822° 2.5 . 3,795 1.9 ,
1“«'umber ‘of total households ad.)us%ed td agree-with éurrent Population Reports,
. Series P-25, No. €23. "~ * ' X h |
- 2Thib distr,ibution diffé}’s from that in table 3 because persons are classified here by. - s«
] ’ . ,the second la‘nguage for the household whereas table 3 classifies persons by their own -
. second language i . ‘
1 / . ) -‘ . e . , , :. )
’ ‘\)4 —.“’ *w. " M ' - ) g i
’EMC . . . .. - ) N 5 ' se . ,
> r - -4
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.. Table5. PERSONS RéORTING ENGLISH OR SPANISH AS USUAL OR SECOND LANGUAGE,
- IN TOTAL AND IN COMBINATION: JULY 1975 . ..
> €
. Persogs 4 years and over )
- 5
N . - 2
s Usual and second language‘\ I Number percent
. ‘> (thousands) . 4
’ N - " * -
Totaleeevuiinnnans R L LR TR RV PO 196,796 100.0 .
N Usual' 1anguage of person. . 8 - ,
- - : usufil” language English, total....... tetecesaraieanaiens 188,799 -95.9
« Usual language English, sccond language Spanish.. 4,212 2.1
. - Usuxl language Spanish, total...... feeeaeeaas 4,027 2.0 M R
. Usual language Spanxﬂ:, second language English...... 2,934 1.5 .
Usual language other than English or Spanish........... 2,493 1.3 ?
Usual language not reported...i.o aceecancnnenas R 1,477 0.8 .
. * -
Second language of persone B =
. ‘ Second language Eaglish, total................ 4,942 2.5
\ Second language Spanish, total. . 4,284 2.2
Qther second language...>.... . 8,143 ¢ 4014
. No sccond langumge........ veeeae. Sl ereeieaaees C? 177,964 90.4
Not reported whether‘secohd language...... fesresannenns 1//;63 0.7 *
—— e o e e e —— - = Iy - — - -
. 7
i . . .
)
.
. \
-~ 4
Table 6. PERSONS 4 YEARS OLD AND OVER WITH USUAL LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH,
<Y BY DIFFICULTY IN ENGLISH AND SCHOOL ENROLLMENT STATUS: JULY 1975
. ‘ . ’ {Nuzmbers gn.thousands) . = . e
i . “Enrolled in school Not enxolled
. d Total ) at anytime since ; . in school since
* . . so: September 1974 . September 1974 °
Charactoristic > p:r s .
years Pe Percent
- and over rcent rcel
v ) . s ’ Nunmber of Nuaber of
. M total total®
‘
-V =
Language other than Englishk, total........ 7.997 1,935 24.2 6.062 N 75.8
. o . :
¥ith difficulty n Englishl... 4,913 930 18.9 3,983 81.1 - .
Percent with diﬂzculty.... 61.4 & u8.0 (x) 65.7 (X) -
. - " N ) [ . .
. Usual language of person with difficulty: ™ N . ;
Spanish........ Pereteeteneannoes 2,17¢ 359 |a . 1635 1,817 + 83.5
Chinese 147 11 7.8 136 92.2
Filipino - 23 . (B) (B)- (B) (B)
French. 83 2 2.2 81 97.8 —
R German kx) (B) (B) (B) (B)
Greek. .. o 75 12 16.1 63 83.9
italtan...... 300 2 0.5 299 99.5
Japanese. ... . . 85 8 > 9.9 =76 90.1
Korean.......... . * 57 (B) (B) : (®) (B)
. Portuguese 80 - - L n
E I+ T 399 56 14.0 343 . 86.0
Not reported............... PR veeen 1,454 455 31.3 999 . 68.7
With no difficulty in English?............sose.. . 3,084 1,006 32.6] " 2,078 o 67.4
- -Represcnts z;ro or rounds to zero. L° . )
. B Base 4ess than 75,000; no subsets shown. . .
. + X Not applicable. N ¢ . ) 2
- ‘only persons reporting ,& language ou% than English were asked about difficulty in English. * -y
Includet porsdns who did not report as to difficulty. - o
’ * . . Voo . ' ‘o ) . - “ '
3 . : .
. e ' - 'S - - . ’ .
K 2 . S A -
' ’ - T S .l ) * ’ - .
. . ‘Y y t ~ 4 : - B K3 =
. N a ' “ St
LT o0 o [ e Y ’ ’ .
] ; . A, e, ,
. . . T R . o ‘ e ’
- « . it v ¢ ’
. . . - 0 . ) . : :
° ., VC o " o q / - * 6 * - ."’
o \.1 . - e N fl\ 4] ¢ R ¢ e 4 4
Y . . N . L .
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. ‘ Table 7. PERSONS AT SELECTED AGES BY WHETHER USUAL LANGUAGE WAS ENGLISH" R ,
) AND WHETHER DIFFICULTY WITH ENGLISH: JULY 1975 . - .
. ~ 13 hal
7 , N
.. - N , Total _| . M ) i 2 N
- .. persons, 4 and 5 6*to 13 14 to 17., 18 to glg | 25 years s .
. . ]" Subject 4 ycars fears years yearg | yeard | and ovbr
and over |- Y v
- . ) . 1 L
’ . ' A . . . N .
" Total persons (thousands),.....sssessssssssssssenns 196,796 7,068 L. 29,879 | 16,762 2&,2'41 116,879_ . .
- 4 . . | \
’ ' vsual 1 ¢ English (th Y eveeneenennersasnnena d |7 186,799 | -, 6,743 ] | 28,902! , 16,335 25,260 ; 111,560
' + AS pergent of total POrsONS.,,ceesssscsosroses 2. 95:9 95.4 |, 86,71 ;) L 97.4 . 96'4. 95.4
Usual language other than English! (thousands),,., . 7,997 ¢ 322 977 |, 428 951 5,320 .
' A3 percent’of total PErSONS...ssssessssssssess . 4.1 4,67 3.3 2.6 3-6| 4.6 _
Mith difficulty in English? (thousands),.....sessessessens 4,913 223 ' 462 175 561 3,492 '
y As percent of persons with usual language other . r * ¥ ‘ ' M 4
‘ . than English.ssene.ssensesssossacnsconscncnssorsnnss 61,4 69.3 47.3 40.9 1 59,0 ) 65.6 .
< }includes persons for whom usual languageé was not reported. i .
20nly persons reporting a language other than English were.askeg about difficulty with English. * .
v . ~ .
». - .‘ ¢ . - N ’ i
n - - o ¢ & o - "
. v . P '3 - .t
. N R .
* ! 3 .
. - ’ . l'-
L - N - .
- " ‘ N M "
v ﬂ‘ < - - . . . .
, Table 8. USUAL AND SECOND LANGUAGE OF PERSONS REPORTING ENGLISH -
OR SPANISH AS USUAL HOUSEHOLD LANGUAGE: JULY 1975 - : y
- ’ . . .
’ . s Persons 4 years and ove#
. + - .
. C!:amcterisuc R R . Number oo . - .
(~thot:sands) reen
.
< - ) ’ . .o
Usual houschold language English, total.... 185,545 . 100.0
: _ L. -
., . Ysual language of person: . E '~ .
English.. . 183,547 98.9
Spanlsh.....‘.............. e 285 ¢ c o 0.2" .
. All other and not XePOrted.ssc.ssesssnsrnesnses f \ 1,714 ‘ © 0.9
- Second language of person: . ' . . N
- Spanysh.. 3,299 - * 1.8
. English,,. 559 ¢ 0.3
Chinese.. 112 0.1 * ’
Filipino... 180 0.1 - .
. Fronch..‘.... 1,128 0.6 » -
German. .. 1,212 ! 0.7 i
. Greek.., 220 0.1
. Italian.... 1,285 0.7 - ¢
. Japanese..ssanaae,s .. e 244 . 0.1
- - POTtUgUeSesSs. s vrrsseciaoss . 131 0.1
. All other and not roported.. carenne . ¢ - 4,130 2.2 ' .
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