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LR INTRODUCTION

5 .
oy pat“ P{ow did you come to school today?
al :
S%; Most of you either walked or rode a bus,
[
gk car or dicycle. Each person began his

journey on a rpad leading to the school.

These roads came from all directions:
north, east, south, and west.

Look at & highway map. Locate your

O

town. How Many roads lead to and from your

town? These roads were not always there.

What was it 1ike to travel before good

‘ﬁ][
[) r0ads were built? Why did people need roads?
“How did people build early roads?
Wagon roads
|

D

f (i] The story of roads started a long time
0t by

ago. Let's qo back to a time when people had

6 only trails to follow in Horth America. }
horse trails EZZD

E |
| -



PATHS AND TRA”_S A]ong tine ago before Indians came to

WORDS TO KNOW eastern United States, there were only animal
I, crisscross—when paths cut acros: paths. Some of the paths Ted to water holes
other paths. _and to places where the animals found faad.
2. drafnage—water flows sTowly away The paths became wider and deeper as animal
from the path. h9ﬁ9§ ssed them more often.

3. Europeans—people who People made patns also. Historians do

came from Europe. not know exactly when Indians came to this

4. foes—enenies. -area. By the time Europeans arrived, the

5. ford=to wade

[ndians had many trails crisscrossing the

land.

at a shallow place. Sometimes the Indians traveled along

6. herd--group of animals. animal paths, But most of the time they

7. ﬁiiEQEiiﬂ;'a person who studies or made their own trails.

writes about things people did in the The Indians were very good trail makers.
past. | They chose the route carefully. Hhere

8. route—the direction of a voad or possible they kept the paths on high, dry

path that is taken on a trip. | ground. When the path had to cross a Stream -

the Indians chose the best place ‘o ford.




The Indians made most of their
paths just wide enough for a man to walk.
Some'paths were only half the width of a
modern city sidewalk.

Indians made different kinds of paths

for different reasons. They had paths for

| hunting, visiting,'trading, and fighting.

When the tribes were at war, they
needed to protect themselves from their
enemies. Usually the war paths were made
through dense woods. The thick trees and
brush would hide the Indians from their
enem{es. Whenever possible the war paths
ran along higher ground. From this high
point warriors could watch for their foes.

If they wanted to visit or trade with
other tribes, the Indians tbok the most
direct route to the village. These paths
were usually dry. They had good drainage
with no hidden springs to wash away the

surface,

‘ERIC
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The Indians built shelters along these
trails. They used the shelters if the weather
was bad or the journey too long. They often

left a piece of smoked bear meat hanging from

" the roof to help a hungry traveler. The

Indians were not in a hurry when they traveled

Q“,

'/-v

\‘, .’,m iy
l’illllll

() 4
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The Indians did not need road signs. They

were skilled in finding their way through the
and knives

forest. Men carried bows, arrows

on a trip. Hikers today follow well marked
trails. They take watches, compasses, matches
and food. If they plan to stay on the trail

overnight they take sleeping bags, tents and

cooking equipment.



MAP WORK ABOUT "MAIN INDIAN PATHS

T OF PENNSYLVANIA"

r

Use the map about Indian paths to
answer the following questions. Circle
the correct answer.
1. Which path is in western Pennsylvania?
Venango Tioga Minisink
2. MWhich path goes from Maryland into
southern Pennsylvania?
Wyoming Nemacolin's Great Shamokin
3. Which path is in northern Pennsylvania?
Raystown Alleagheny Pine Creek
4. In which direction is.the Great

* Shamokin Path from the Raystown Path?
North East South West
5, In which direction is the Portage Path
from the Pine Creek Path?
North Fast South West
6. In what two direétions did Indians
travel over the Paxtamg Path?

North-South  East-West  North-West

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

7. In what two directions did Indians

travel over the Raystown Path?

Horth-South - East-West  North-fast

8. What are the'dfrections the Indians

traveled over the Wyoming Path?

Northeast-Southwest North-ﬁast
Southeast-Northwest

9. MWhat are fhe directions Indian warriors

traveled over the Iroquois Main Road?

Northeast-Southwest North-East

Northwest-Southeast

10, What is another name for the Great

Minquas Path?

Conestoga Allegheny Venango
11. What western path crisﬁcrosses the
Frankstown, the Nemacolin's and the Raystowﬁ
Péth?

Allegneny Catawba Virginia Road
12. Which northern path joins the Great
Warrior's Path and the Iroquois Main Path?

Great Shamokin Paxtang Ferbidden

-

Lo
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EQUIPMENT FOR THE TRAIL

1. Study the pictures below. Which

objecté would Indians have carried on the

trail? Put a big | over each object.
2. Put a circle around the equipment
nodern hikers might carry on the trail,
3. Pyt a big XX over the items that

neither the Indians or modern nikers

would use on the trail.

PICK A TRAIL

The story tells about different kinds of
trails that the Indians used. Hrite the name
of the trail the sentence describes.

[ This trail is hard to see. It passes
through a thick growth of bushes.

2. An anima1‘has nibbled the leaves from the

busnes along this trail.

3. A trail stops in the deep grass near a

small pond.

4. A small shelter stands along this-trail.

5. There is a wide meeting place on this tra

On the ground are a few grains of corn and a

broken clay pot.

6 A warrior on this winding trail can look

down to see 1f anyone is following him,

7. This trail is between friendly villages.

19



“WIDER TRAILS

WORDS TO KNOW

1. company—a group df people working
together in a business for money.

2. detour—to go around when the main
way is blocked or closed.

3. exchange—to trade an object for
another object.

4, macadam—smooth, hard road ﬁﬁde by

roiling stones and tar together,
5, pass—a narrow way between mountains,
- 6. pelt—the skin of a furry animal.
7. trader—a person who exchanges one
item for another itenm.
1.he Indians were skilled at trabping
fur-baaring animals Tike the beaver, fox
and rabbit. In Colonial times people
- wWanted these furs to nake cloaks, beaver

hats and slippers. British and Colonial

Q
ERIC
iV

&

companies sent fur traders to Indian

vi]fages to trade for pelts. The traders

carried a supply of goods, such as cloth,

“quns and iron kettles. They exchanged

these articles for pelts.
As traders traveled to Indian villages

in western Pennsylvania, they rode horses

and led packhorse trains, Where possible,

traders followed paths or streams through
passes in the mountains. When the passes
were too narrow for the packhorses, the
traders had to find new routes over the steep
mountains. In this way trails used by pack-
horses became wider than footpaths.

Travel was not easy or pleasant. In
the summer mosquitoes made fur traders
miserable. In the winter sleet and snow

storms made the trail slippery. Fallen trees

~and flooded streams often forced the traders

to detour. - If they had to spend the night

along the trail they slept on beds made of

) St
PU—y



hemlock or balsam branches. The traders ate

the food they found in the forest. Boiled

rattlesnake was a good meal for a hungry man.

The traders soon found that their pack-
horses could not carry enough trade goods.
The companies decided to fui]d storehouses
and haul small wagon loads d% kettles,
hatchets and knives to these places.
lace, hairpieces and other fancy articles
were added to the necessary supplies.,

Now men who were stationed at the
posts could get furs whenever the'Indians
Were reaﬁy to trade. The companies sent
trade goods to the posts and collected the
furs.

After tradirg posts were started small
settlements gqrew around themﬂ Many trips
Qere made over the trails to the trading
Historians know

posts and settlements.

trading posts stood at Harrisburg, Carlisle,

Beads,

Beaver pelt and hat

Shippensburg, Bedford, Ligonier and
Pittsburgh,

The trails became wider as more'men and
wagons used them. Still the roads o the
trading posts were hardly mofe than rutted,
dirt paths. No one paid to have the roads
repaired.. Trips were made in the summer
and fall because the trails were mud hoies
in the spring and frozen ruts in the

winter. There were no hard-surfaced roads

of macadam, concrete or cement.



AP WORK OF "E.RLY TRADING POSTS'

1. Use a red'crayon £0 make an arrow
to show the direction tie Indians ﬁdved
from eastern Pennsylvania.

2. Color the Ohio River blue.

3. Use a modern map of Pennsylvania

to find the cities which are now
located where trading posts were built.

Label them on the map beside each post.

FOR THE EXTRA CURTOUS

1. Furs were shipr2d across the Atlantic
Ocean to‘Eufope by the companies. How were
they used in England and France? See what
you can learn about Eurépean fashions during
the 17005,

2. Study the history of macadam roads.

3. How did the Indians trap the furry

animals? 01id they use traps )ike modern ones?

EARLY TRADING POSTS

WE/\f\

[
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Number the ftur trading prctures in orger.




TRAILS TO FORTS

HORDS TO KNOW
1. fortify—to make stresprr sginast st
2. navigate—to rravel by water.

3. portage-—rcu e to carry boats and supplies

ayer Yapd betweon two waterwiys.
4, territory—a Tavoe arag of lond.
5. threat—a warning of danger,

anth tao French and English troders

followed the Indians into the Chio Valley.

traveled up the 5t Lawrence River into Leke

Optaric and lare Erie.  The French iomoved
their canoes xad suppiies from the water af
Presaue [sle and corried them 20 miles to @

breach of twe Allegheny River. Ther they

navijated the river tovthe Farks of the Ohio

——

River. we Frerch traded with the Indians

ERIC 3
ote

and sept the 1o1ts back through the rivers

st Takes to Quebec. From Quebec the
pelts were snipped to France,

Tne French found the English had
ate: eoe to the Ohio Valley to trade for
fre Traders for the English companies
crossad the Allegheny Mountains by foot
and\pack horse. Many times they followed
indian freils,

Roth the French and English believed
thai their explorers had been first to claim
the Ohio Valley for their countries. To
arforce their claim the French built a
chain of forts from Lake Erie to the Forks
of the Ohio River. They p]anned to hold
the Ohio Territory by m111tary force.

Because of the French military threat
the traders for the English began to
jqft{ﬁi their trading posts. To support

tie Cnglish claim the Governor of Virginia

b T
-
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sent a messenger to the French at Fort Le
Boeuf. Tne messenger was to deliver a

letter which said that the Ohio ya]ley

- belonged to England and the French nust

leave,
Each side prepared to defend its claim
to the Ohio Valley. Each would fight'to

keep its fur trade with the Indians. This

would be difficult for the English. First
they would need to build roads across the
mountains to the Ohio Valley.

MAP WORK OF "FRENCH AND ENGLISH CLATMS TO
THE QHIO VALLEY"

Use the map tq answer the questions,

1. The Ohio River flows through the Ohio
Valley. Find the Ohio River on the map.

Draw a green circle around the name. of

the "Ohio Valley.'

2. Two rivers meet at the Forks to make

[:R\j:

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

the Ohio River. MWhich river flows

south? Which

river flows north?

3. The story tells about the route of the
French into the tho Valley. A long arrow
marks this route. Color the arrow blue

4, Color the portage between Presque Isle
and French Creek green.

5. The French built fo~ts along the way.

Use the key to locate the six French forts,

Color each marker blue.
6. The traders for the English moved
westward across the Allegheny Mountains.

They started near the Atlantic Coast and

followed two main routes to the Ohio Valley.

Color these two arrows red.
7. The traders for the English fortified
their posts. Use the'key to Tocate the

posts. Color them red.

L
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WILDERNESS TRAVEL

WORDS TO KNOW

1.

frontier—the Tand where people are
beginning to settle.

interpreter—a pefson who changes
words from one lanquage to another.
plod—to travel slowly. |
scarce—not enouqh;'hard to find.
shallow—not deep,

wilderness—an arei where there ave
very few people; the land has not been

changed by people.

The Governor of Virginia sent a young

man named George Naéhington to carry a letter

to the commander of the French. It was

near the end of October, 1753, when Wash-'

ington left Williamsburg, Virginia, to

deliver the message.

He tf?ve]ed the new road that had just

O n built through the wilderness to Fort

14

Cumberland. Along the way Washington bought
horses and supplies for the wihter journey,
From the fort he would have to follew trails.

Washington needed to hire a quide who
knew the area. Christopher Gist, who lived
in the wilderness and worked for the trading
company, agrecd to Tead Washirgton's qroup
of six men to Fort Le Boeuf,

Seven men started by horsebéck over

Nemacolin's Path. Rain and heavy snow made

the trails wet and muddy. Dhj wood was

scarce. Cold winds and Tow temperatures

mgde the journey miserable. The high, swift-

moving streams were difficult to ford.

Finally the weary men and tired horses

" plodded into Fort Le Boeuf.,

'After thefFrenéh commander read the
tetter, he wrote his own message’for Wash-
ington to take back to Virginia's Governor.
He sfﬁted that the Ohio Valley belonged to

the French and théy would not leave.

' /

el
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The horses were too weak to carry fd]]
packs on the return trip from Fort Le Boeuf.
Washington sent some of the men and the horses
ahead to Ft. Machault at Venango. Hith the
rest of the party, he canoed down French Creek.
The canoes were filled with the supplies.
0ften the men were forced to wade in freezing
'water at places where the stream was too

shallow for the loaded canoes. It took nearly

@ week until the two groups met again. %
ron Véﬁango, the men rode their horses.
reezing rain caused an icy crust to form on
top of the smow. [t cut the legs of the
i horses when they broke through the SNOW.
Because travel was so slow, Bist and
Washington left the group and hurfied ahead
on foot, They planned fo wa 1k acrogs the
| frozen.Allegheny River. Nhenﬁthey reached the
river it was not completely frozen. They
| hastily ouilt a raft. In crossing Washington:

Elii(jthrown into the rushing water. He clung

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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to the raft until Targe chunks of ice

forced it onto an isiand. Here they spent

- the cold night in frozen clothes.

The next morning a solid sheet of ice
had formed on the river, and they were able
to continue the journey to Frazier's trading
post. Beside a blazing fire Washington and
Gist rested and regained their strength.
Borrowing two‘horses, they rode back to .
Fort Cumberiand over Nemacolin's Path.

It was not until January 16, 1754, that
Washington was db]e to hand the French
6ommander's message to the Governor of \
Virginia at Williamsburg. | /

Travel was very slow. It took a lot~

~of time to deliver messages in the frontier

with few or no roads. Today, it would take
on]y'two days for a letter-to be sent from

Williamsburg, Virginia, to western

‘Penns;T%gnia. A messenger traveling by

car could make this trip in a'day.

17
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Map of Washington's Journey |

KEY -
" Indian Trafl
e Direction the River flows
[] French Fort
A English Fort or Trading Post
2& [ndian Village

%2 Return route through the woods

Whe @ person sets out on an important
mission he often keeps a daily record of
the trip. The record is called a diary.

George Washington Fept a diary of his

“mission to Fort Le Boeuf. Others who went
with him may have kept a record, also.
DIRECTIONS: Read Christopher Gist's diary.
Follow the trip. Write the dates on the
map to show where each event happened.
Use a different colored pencil to
write the dates of the return

trip from Fort Le Boeuf.

-~
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‘Nov. 14 - Washington arrived at Ft.

Cumbek]and with horses, supplies and a
French.interpreter; hired me to be his
quide and four others to help.

Nov. 15 - set out from Ft. Cumberland

over Neméco]in's Path; crossed seven
mountains and forded many streams; heavy
snows and rain slowed our travel.

Nov. 22 - arrived'ét the mouth of Turtle
Creek where John Frazier has a trading
post. Youghiogheny River was too deep for

fording. The horses had to swim; got a -

canoe from Frazier so two of the men could

canoe the baggage the next 10 miles to the

~Forks of the Ohio.

Nov. 25 - came to Loéstown; friendly
Indians told us that the shortest and
easiest a{1 was too muddy to travel;
ogstown Path; some Indians

joined us.

I VAR

ﬂ":I‘;QISTOPHER GIST'S DIARY AS A GUIDE

fall a

Nov. 30 - traveled in very bad weather®

along the trail to Venango.
Dec. 4 - arrivid at Venango. The French
had chased Frazier out and fortified his
trading post. They renamed it Ft.
Machault. |

Dec. 7 - left for Fort Le Boeuf,

traveled through rain and snow which made

the trail very muddy. French Creek was E

too high and swift to ford or cross by
raft; traveled along the stream,

Dec. 12 - met the French-at Ft. Le Boeuf.
Dec. 13 - waited for the Frenéh answer,
studied the fort and Saw many cannons,
counted 50 birch canoes and 170 pine

canoes. The French were preparing to

haul their forces down to the Forks of
the Ohio in the Spring.

Bec. 14 ~\sent the weak horses back to

Venango becalse the snow was beginning to

gain; got an answer from the French.

 emeermam—— “‘%Q——_“J 1
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Dec. 16 - began a dangerous trip down French

Creek in canoes; was still snowing.

Dec. 22 - took § days to canoe 130 miles

down the crooked creek; met the weak horses
at Venango; contihued soufh‘on Venango
Path.

Dec. 26 T‘QraveT was s0 slow; Washington
and 1 left the other men and horges and

set out on foot through the woods. Washing-

tor was in a hurry to deliver the answer

to the Governor at w1f1iamsburg, Virginia.

Dec. 27 - a party of French Indians fired

at us; we captured one and held him as a
hostage until 9 o'clock that night; walked
all night to get ahead of the Indians.

Dec. 29 - arrived at the Allegheny River

“near Shannopins, an Indian village.

d Dec. 30 - built a raft with one poor

hatchet; began to cross the swift river;

|| Hashington was pulled into 10 feet of water

but saved himself by hanging onto the raft.

Ice forced the raft onto an island;

spent the cold night on the island;

froze my fingers and toes.

Dec. 31 - Teft the island and walked
across the frozen river; arrived at

Frazier's trading postﬂ |

Jan., 1 - Teft Frazier's house.

Jan. 2 - reached my place before dark,

Washington bought a horse and saddle

for the last leg of fhe journey.

Later I heard that Washington arrived
at Ft. Cumberland on Jan. 7. He
delivered the answer from the French
to the Governor at Williamsburg on

Jan. 16,

There was only one day on the entire
trip that it did not snow or rain,
The weather was cold and wet for the

whole mission,

|




A ROAD IS NEEDED

WORDS TO KNOW
1. assemble—to collect together in one
place,
2. commission—to be given a job to do.
'3. rade—-the slope of a road.
b, jut—to stick out.
5. recruit—to sign up.
6. urgent—calls for quick action, very

important. Y

\AJhi]e the French worked'on their forts,

the English and Colonists began to fortify
their trading posts. A man named Captain

Trent was commissioned by the Governor of

Virginia to build a fortified trading post
at the Forks of the Ohio River. The
English hoped this post would help them
control the river§ in the Ohio Valley.
Then they could stop the French from

trading with the Indians.

O

19

Trent left the trading post at
Redstone Creek for-the Forks. He had
seventeeh packhorseé loaded with supplies
and'matg£f§1s. Several families who wanted
to settfg.the regidn traveled with him.

Before Trent's qroup finished the
post friendly Indians arrived. The Indians
brought word that the French were preparing
to attack:}bgntfs post. Trent sent an
gggggg'mesggﬁg;;6 the Governor of Virginia
asking him to send troops for protection. |

The Gove}nqr sent for George Hashington
who had just rafurned from seeing the

W 4 |
French ‘at Fort Le Boeuf. He had Tearned

abowt the kind of

‘htry that troops with
mi]it%fy supplies mu;t cross to reach the
Ohio Valley. The Goverhor asked Washington
to recruit men and get supp1ﬂ§; to save

the settlement. Washington assembled his
troops at Fort Cumberland. Before he could

leave, another messenger arrived. He said

i 'u;aézs

. ‘I‘



that the French had alfeady captured Trent's
trading post. The French changed the name
of Trent's settlement to Fort Duquesne,
However, the joung leader decided to move
hfs men through miles or wilderness between
Fort Cumberland and Redstone where he
p]gﬁﬁed to fortify the trading post at
‘Rédstone.

Washington knew the trail to Redstone
would be too narrow to move his supply
'wégons. Men‘with axes were sent ahead of the
troops to widen the trail. Thfs wider route
was still 1itt}e more than a vough path. The
~ roadbed was the forest floor. Big rocks and
tree stumps jutted from the ground.

Horses could not pull the wagons up the
steeper grades. Men had to put their
shoulders along the sides of the wagons and
shove. When they were going down hill some

men had to stay beside the wagons to keep

them from ralling too fast.

O
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Every foo; of the way was a struggie.
Weary men dropped by the campfire in the
evening. Their clothes were torn by branches
and briars. Their hands were cut by rocks
and tree stumps.

Fina]ly the wagons rolled down Laurel
Hi1l into the Greét Meadows. They had
crossed the last of the Allegheny Mountains
that blocked the Ohio Valley from the
settlements along the Atlantic Coast.

‘washington's men had chopped the first
roa¢ leading into western Pennsylvania.
Never before hiad wagons entered the Ohio
Valley. This road was wider than the
packhorse trails. But it was still rough
and full of ruts.

It took Washington and his men over
one moath to reach Laurel Hill. They con-
tinued to widen the trail to Gist's home. Here

news arrived that the French p]anng¢'f6hattack

S0 washington.reireated to Great Meadows.



1.
3.

0N

protected French settiement o the fruntier

i

name of the French fort su lie Foves of Liehd

number of packhorses irent used
to stick out

British trading post on the Monongahels River

deep track worn inte a path
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FORGSS

¢, cholish trading nlaces

6. very fuportant, needs guick action
Lo sign up men to join an aviy

5, Dritish fort where Nemacoiin's Pach

ooted across the Alleghenies westward

5. divection a path or road tikes

tools used to clear the forest

Captain's'name who went to the

Forks of the Ohio River

19



cleared a rough road into the Ohio Valley

'RUSS THE MOUNTAINS

DS TO KNOW

he was sent to advise Braddock. How

difficu]t it would be to take an army

advance—to move ahead.

ggliié-to give knowledge to another.
boast—to brag; to speak proudly.
defeat—fail to win.

engineer—person who is trained to
build a road.

retreat-—to move backward; to go back
to a séfer place.

\A{ashington and his men left the Ohio
ley after they were defeated by the

nch forces. The French now controalled
rich fur regions of western Pennsylvania.
One year later, the English king

acted General Braddock to force the

nch to leave the Ohjo Valley. To do this
ddock would have to capture Fort Duquesne
m the French.

3

Because washington and his men had

22

and supplies over eight steep mountains'

Braddock's force of 2,200 men marched
from Fort Cumberland in early Juné, 1755.
English supply wagons that followed needed
a road twelve foot wide. The heavy cannons
needed a firm roadbed.

At the head of the army 600 men moved
with axes to clear and widen the road
started by Washington's men a year earlier,
New arowth of young trées and blackberry
brambles had to be hacked away. Men and

equipment could advanrce only as fast as

. the axmen could chep ana engineers repair

the road. Sometimes i\ took ten days to
move tweaty-four mi]Fs.

It seemed that making fhis road would
stop the srmy. Large supply wagoas were

broken trying to move over the rough road.

(w11



_ Sometines those that got off the trail sank !
axie deep in mud. Horses that became too weak
to pull the Toads were left by tne roadside,

The sbldiers were weary and discouraged.
On dry-days, dust from the wagons in front
covered their coats and made breathing hard
for those in the rear. At night mosquitoes
came in swarms. [Day éfter day the men faced
the same hardships. Somehow, Braddock urged
his men forﬁgrd.

After struggling over many mountains

Braddock's army viewed the Ohio Valley near

Fort Duquesne, The Governor of few France -
[ : Drawing of Fort Duquesne
v had boasted that not enough English seldiars
N

could cross the Allegheny Mountains to were badly géjgated. Braddock's battered

bother the French. But he was wrong:
Braddock's army nad built a mifitary road
across the rugged mountains!

The road was soon used for ansther

purpose. Braddock's troops were not prepared

to fight the way the French and Indians of .

the frontier fought. As a-result the Enoiish

Q
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army'[gggggggg back to Fort Cumberland.
They used the saue road they had worked
so hard to build.

Today, a main highway follows the same
route Braddock's men chopped tarough the

forest. Cars and trucks travel along the

smooth surfaces.

03



FIFTEEN PROBLEMS ON THE WAY

" Find and circle fifteen words that are hidden

ir the letter puzzle. When you find 211
fifteen words you will have a Tist of
problems that Braddock and his troops faced

- 0n the journey to the Forks of the Ohio

River,

AWZFORES TH
LKTSRZPW (L
CJIDSKMFEN B A
0SPTUDQF H W
PBUTMDCY 0P
MOSQUITO Y F
ATBZIDRREM Q6

! WCHOMOQOUN HT
SNSCKCTR A
TREESKSSB SN
BDFLESQ®G 08

TIRED MEN
Mitch each word in Column T with the word

it describes in Column 11,

: !<weak7\\ axles
| \ , '
"~ broken N\ men -
N
rough horses
defeated roads

24

the Ohio River.

stee axes |
p\ X -
N

heavy N stumps

N A
danse ™ grades
dull cannons
jutting forests

MAP WORK ON "MILITARY ROADS ACROSS THE
ALLEGHENY MOUNTAINS"

1. Use a yellow crayon to trace Washington's
road building trip to Gist's home.

2. How many times did Washington cross the

Youghiogheny River?

3. When Washington retreated from Gist's

home he built a fort in the Great Meadow,

What did he call the fort?
4. When General Braddock prepared to leave -
Fort Cumberland he believed it was only 15
miles to Fort Duquesne. ‘Was he right?

5. Was it 15, 50, or 110 miles to the

French fort?

6. Name the two rivers that join to form




!

~ v+~ ashington's road, 1754
_ Braddock's march, 1755

[
" ——y gt

MILITARY ROADS ACROSS
THE ALLEGHENY MOUNTAINS




WASONS ON FORBES ROAD

F:our years after Braddock's defeat
the English General John Forbes and Mis
army set out to capture Fort Duquesne.

| He struggled to open anofher military road
When he arrived at

over the mountains.

Fort Duquesne he found it deserted.

05'6

201 ,
[T — g
Seale in Mies . n

In Othef battles the French were defeated

and forced to give up all claims to North
hmerica. At last the English and Colonists

could settle the Ohio Valley and trade with

the Indians.

O
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WORDS TO KNOW

i. navigable—boats are able to travel

over a stream gr river.

™o

sturdy—strong.

3. vehicle—wagon used to carry supplies.

-~ Pioneers Move Westward

The frontier was separated from
eﬁstern cities and towns by the rugged
F1legheny Mountains. Becéuse of the
mountains there were no ggyigg@lé\{ivers
flowing toward ‘the Ohio Valley from the
eastern coast. There had been only Indian
and packhorse’traifs for pioneers to
follow. After Forbes' Road was built it
became the best way for settlers and

supplies to move to western Pennsyivania.

For the next thirty years a few people

~ traveled along Forbes' Road into western

Pennsylvania, A string of trading posts
was started westward along Forbes' route.

Slowly people began to settle around the



posts. Forts were .built to‘protect these
frontier settlements fr0m~1ndian raids,

. 0 -
~From Packhorse To Conestogas
he growing Settlements of western
© Fennsylvania needed many supplies frow Lhe
- eastern cities and towns. Packhorses ware
not able to carry all of these itous,
Sométimes; the tools and goods setilers
wanted were too heavy for the patthorses to
carry.
Tike ‘naded with heavy bavrels of fiour!

A sturdy wagon was needed to hao!
trade items over the rugged meuntaing,
Suchla waqon was found near Loncastier,
[t was first built and used by ?enus;lvania
Duich farmers in the Conestoqa River Viiley.
[t was called the Conestoga wagon.

The Conestoga wagon was used alveady
for heavy trgde in eastern Tennsylvanis.

Farmers hauled their products frow Largariny

to the market in Philadeiphia,

,\)

Some men used the Conestoga wagon for
frade with the Indians. The Indians
rogceived Gunpowder, salt, rum and other'
seods. In réturn they traded skins and
Furs

&

The fonestoga wagon became a very

Ctapartant vehicle, It was used to carry

cypplies to the pioneers who settled
Frontier feansylvania. There are many

fnteresting stories ahout this wagon,

A GAGOH LOAD OF SUPPLIES

e frontier settiers needed many supplies.

aw @ 1ine under those you think were too
heavy for a packhorse to carry.
hoots a0 shoes tobacco

Pawier dishes blankets

Tacksmith forge bars of iron

salt and sugar grindstone
cotton materiaq buttons

hareeis of flour carpenter's tools

Fe10rs with-strops nails



side. Homespun white cloth made from hemp

‘THE STURDY CONESTOGA

was placed over the bows to protect the

WORDS TO KNOW goods inside the wagon., The sides of the
1. bow—piece of curved wood. finished wagon.were painted blue, The
2. hen -;a plant that is used to make running gears underneath were painted red.
rope and coarse fabric, The iront wieels were smaller than
3. homespun—cloth that is wover at home. the rear wheel'. Smaller front wheels

4. socket—an opening into which

something is placed.

B, teamster--a person who drives a team
of horses and wagon. 1 s
; /
.{he Conestoga  wagon Tooked like no . ' / /7?/ |
. i \ “ \ - ,J"'//' [
other wagon of its day. It was Shaped “:-’ ) R S |
‘ \ fl 1

1ike a boat. The body .curved upward and

outward at the front and rear ends. This
| shape kept most of the dust and rain from
entering the wagon.

Bows of bent wood were arched over the

~top of the wagon. These wooden hoops were

fastened into iron sockets on the wagon's Color the wagon the way it was painted.

28
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made it easier for the wagoner to turn ih
wagons, Blacksmiths put iron rims around
the wooden wheels to make them stronger.

The Conestoga wagon had a long iron
lever on ﬁhe left side of the wagon. [Mhen
a wagoner wanted to brake he pulled down on
the lever. This pushed Targe wooden blocks
against the rear wheels to slow the Wagon,
The driver sometimes rode a lazyboard. This
narrow piece of wood was pulled fromlthé
left side of the wagon. He rode near the
brake lever,

A gégmgggg found 1t necessary to carry
some important equipmeﬁt. A water buciet
was needed to provide the horses with water.
A feed box was placed across the rear gate of
the wagon, At feeding tirme the wegaulr
carrieg the box to the:horses. facn wégon
had a wooden tar pot so that wheel axles

could be greased with pine tar,

A number of tools and Spare parts wers
29

in a wooden toolbox on the left gide of the
wigon, The waqon also carried a jack. If
2 wheel needed replacing a man found it wuch
easier to raise three tons of supp]iés with
& jack!

Fach Conestoga horse wore an iron
arch of bells bn its harness gear. GBells
were negded on rarrow roads to warn other
traveiers of an approaching team, Teamsters
*,0k qreat pride in their bells. A wagoner
gave up his bells when he became stuck in
the nud and needed help from angther passing
teanster,

Theiblacksnake whip became another
nart of the wagoner's gear. It was about
sever feet long and made of leather. The
sound of the cracking whip was a signal
for the horses to move faster. lowever,
no wagoner ever struck any of his horses

with the whip. The team and wagon were

very valuable to the wagoner.



|

EQUIPMENT FOR A COHESTOGA WAGOH | ACTIVITY 1. Write the name of the object
under its picture,

Homespun cloth Lazyboard Tar pot

Iron rimmed wheels Bells  Feed box
Blacksnake whip Brake Lever °  Jack
Wooden hoops Wooden blocks bucket

ACTIVITY 2: Write the Tetter and number

of each object beside the words that

describe its use,

45[2! nade the wooden wheels stronger

~>

___used to water the horses

____lifted the wagon in need of repair

___held the canvas top in place
___protected goods inside the wagon
_used by a wagoner tired of walking

carried greasy stuff for the wheels

used to give grain to the horses

warned other travelers

cracked a message to the horses

__was pulled to slow or stop the wagon

‘;...;Lﬁ ke ____rubbed against the rear wagon wheels

" ERIC 30 | ' 67
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THE CONESTOGA HORSE

WORDS TO KNOW
. enormous—qreat; very much.
2. merchandise—items to sell or trade.

t took a sturdy kfnd of horse to
haul Conestoga wagons;—the-tonestoga
‘horse.. Lancaster farmers first used these

| N

animals to plow their fields and to haul

their prodscts to market. Later, wagon

roads opened to Pittsburgh and the Qhio

Valley. Conestoga horses pulled heavy .,

lToads over hundreds of miles of poor
roads and mountains.

What was the Conestogs horse 1ike?
This animal was friendly and had‘
enormous pulling strength, A team hauled
from three to four tons of merchandise.
One farmer owned a Conestoga horse that

pulled three tons of goods a number of

mites by himself!

31

to the bit of the lead horse.

Conestoga horses were very important

to farmers and wagoﬁers. They were well
fed, never overworked or treated unkindly. y
Six horses were used to pull a
loaded Conestoga wagon. The driver
cbntro]]ed the team through the lead
horse which was always on the Teft front
side. A single jurk Tine was connected
He was
trained to obey the driver's commands.
The word "haw" meant turn left. "Gee'
meént to turn right, and "whoa" meant stop.'
~The driver did not ride in the wagon.
He walked on the left side of the wagon

or rode a saddle placed on the left rear

horse. Sometimes, he sat on the lazyboard.

69



HARNESS THE CONESTOGA TZAM
Write these labels on the drawing of the
Conestoga team.
1; jockey stick
' b ‘\w‘ 2 N 2. lead horse

3. saddle horse

4, jerk line

FIND THE SECRET HORD "oy &
Fi11 in the answer to discover N W ' ' ' ol
| \ | | - \f&M /!' ﬂ
the secret word in the puzzle. y ‘ "o ! '
= N ‘

1. trade items carried in the wagon oy !‘;/, V\\

2. command to Stop - /
3. driver of the team !
4. The horses had great ;__“ﬂ‘ 5 -
5, number of horses in a teanm y
6.7 Hhere was this horse first used? I
7. animal traiﬁed to obey commands )
8. command to turn right | !
9. command to turn left i
| .

- ERIC? | | I
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 THE CONESTOGA WAGONER

WORDS TO KNOW

1. jgggxgggg-a large, flat boat uséd to
float vehicles across water.

2. hardship—a problem that made the
journey difficult.

3. stogies—high black boots.

Vwcgoners were a hardy bunch of rough
men who feared nothing. Most of these team-
sters wore wide-brimmed black hats, home-made
suits, stogies and beards. They puffed
on foot-long cigars and usuaily lived to
d ripe old age. Teamsters did not carry
weapons on the trajl.

Wagoners were very proud of their teams.
They often Stayed in the rdin with their
teams when no shelter for the horses was
found. In summer many of them Tiked fb

sleep on the ground next to their horses,

Thase men were very strong. One wagoner
1 .

ERIC
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once 1ifted one-half ton of pig iron on
his back.

Wagoners faced many hardships.
They drove their wagons ovér roads full
of ruts. Teamsters did ndt Tike cold
nights. To stop wagon wheels féom |
freezing in the mud the rig was driven
onto wooden Togs. However, the horses
had to stand on the soft g;ouﬁﬁ all night.
Sometimes, by morning their hooves were
stuck in the frozen ground. In springtime
wagon wheels sunk into the oozy mud. This
made it very hard for the horses to move
the heavy wagons. |

Conestoga wagons were packed with
care so that the weight was. placed evenly
on the wagon floor. Otherwise, during a
long journey over rough roads the goods
would shift. Sometimes this extra heavy

strain hroke an axle.

Loaded wagoﬁs could not be held back

13



with brakes on steep downhill slopes. -
Some wqgonefs jammed free poles into the
rear'ﬁhee]s to Tock them into place.

Other teamsters chained the rear wheels to
the wagon floor. Then,the wagons were
skidded down the hill.

During Conestoga days there were very
few bridges over rivers. Ferryboat
crossings were started in some places to
float wagons acress rivers on a large raft.
One famous boat crossing on the Susquehanng
River was called Harris Ferry. Often
wagoners had to w»ait several days for their
turn to cross i hioterry.

At othsv tines vjagoners forded places
along streams andt rivers at creat danger,
Sometimes th. aoods they carried oot wet.
What a headacis *:r a Conestoga wagoner if
his Toad of fleur gct wet!

rhare were other dangers aloav the

Conestoga trail. Wild animals ~urh as bears,

) . y
‘E[{I(jes and wolves scared .he team. Sometimes,

IToxt Provided by ERI

" TiE CONESTOGY HAGONER

horses became lame from slipping on smooth
rocks. Wagoners. had to watch for men who
were réady to rob them of their goods.
Although there were many dangers in.
the wagoning business, men still made.
noney. Their job of hauling goods across
the rough Conestoga roads to waiting
pioneers in the Dhio River Valley was

very necessary,

Fipish this drawing so
fhat the aan Tooks
like 2 Conestoga

driver,




SOME JOES ARE STILL THE SAME!

] ead the 1ist of nouns in the Conestoga
dagon column. Think of the job that each
noﬁn did. In the Modern Vehicle column

write the name of a word that has a

similar purpose.

Conestoga Yagon Modern Vehicle

y
|

ol d)

tavern

=

hells

" iron-rimmed wheels

wagoner |

o ik

- horsepower

|
: brake Tever |

—— ’[

! ,
~grain and water

[

~ pine tar

-
1
1

reins

- Tazyboard
L -

Jerryboat
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WHICH DOES NOT BELONG?

~ Three words have. something in common.

Circle the one word that does not belong
in the group. ‘
1. valleys;.taverns, mountains, forests

2. lazyboard, jack, hammer, axe

3. beaver, deer, fox, tréut

4. bedroll, feedbox, grain, waterbucket

5. tongue, saddle, axle, running gear

6. bells, wooden bows, lazyboard, toolbox
7. barrels of flour, bar iron, salt, jack
8. inns, boulder, tree trunk, muddy rucs

9, cigqar, tonque, stogies, whip

10, wooden wheel, spokes, harness, iron rims
FOR THE EXTRA CURIGUS

1. How were the Conegfoga wagons different
from the covered wagons used to cross the
prairie to the Pacific Coast?

2. How were ferryboats used in the past?

Are they stil) used today? How is the

present use different?
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MIND YOUR F'S AND 0'S

()]d Bullwhip Barney Harper was hauling
a 1oad of food supplies from Harrisburg to
Pittsburgh. A1) of the drivers agreed that
Barney was the best bullwhip man this side

of the Ohio River.

Bullwhip had just.sbent a hot and tiring
fourteen hqurs driving his team over the dusty
road. By sundown he had reached his favorite
tavern along the route. Bulluhip was halfuway
to Pittsburgh,

Jonas Carter had opened the hilltop
tavern in 18100 The inn became a favorite
stopping place for wagoners.

Barney fed and watered his team of

horses. Then, he headed to the tavern to get

36

a good meal, to drink away his big thirst
and to talk with his friends.

Bullwhip felt good that eveniﬁg and
treated his friends to drinks. Every
time Bullwhio got a pint of whiskey,
Jonas marked a P on g
slate beside Bullwhip's )
name, Jonas marked a
) for each quart that

Sarney and his friends

drank. After sc mdny

P's and Q's were added,

Jonas reminded the big

wagoner to "mind your P's and Q's." 01d

Bulluhip pulled out his money pouch and

| paid Jonas for the drinks.

It was a happy time for telling
stories and singing. Jonas told the
other drivers about the time Bullwhip
showed his great driving skill. Barney
1ay‘on his back in the middle of a field.

By giving his horses commands, he guided



the team and wagon over his body. He
ordered them to turn around and called them
back over him again. The horses' hooves and
the wagon wheels never touched 01d Barney.
Jongs also re bered the tine 01d
“Bullwhip Snapped a “igar stub out of %is
mouth. The old teamster stood seven feet
away and cracked his blacksnake whip. Not
a whisker moved on Jonas' beard as the whip

yanked the cinar butt from his teeth.

The tired wagoner went fo bed feeling

pretty good. He placed his bedroll on the

qynund near s team of horses. Tomorrow
\‘ -
ERIC
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would be another long, hot day on the
dusty trail.

Before sunrise Bu]lwhiﬁ crawled
from his bedroll. First, he fed and
watered‘his horses. Next, he ate a hearty
breakfast at Jonas' inn. By sunup, his
team was harnéssed and ready to begin the
day's journey.‘
FOR THE YOUNG AUTHORS
The stories tell about what it was Tike
to be a wagoner, incTuding many of the
he~dships and difficulties along the way.
Write your own tale about a Conestoga
wagoner, Choose one of these hardships
and write your own adventure story. You

may want to use one of these titles.

The Wolf Attack

Barney Nearly Loses His Bells

Elam Escapes a 3and of Robbers
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CONESTOGA WAGON DATA SHEET

1. Time built: about 1750 to 1850
2. Mhere first built: Conestoga Valley

in Lancaster County by Pennsylvania Dutch

- farmers

3. Length of wagon bed: 26 feet
4, Heioht of wagon: 11 feet
5. Width of wagon bed: 3% feet

6. Length of 6 horse team and wagon:

00 feet

7; Number of wooden bows or hoops:

'8 to 13 depending on wagon length

5. Size of front wheel: 3 to 4 feet high
9. Size of rear wheel: § to 6. feet high
10. Weight of one wooden wheel: 150 1bs.
11. Weight of empty wagon: 2000-3000 1bs.
12. leight of goods one wagon could haul
to market: 3-5 tons or 6000-10,000 1bs.

13. Heaviest weight of goods one wagon was

14,000 155~

{

known to haul:

N e
14, Cost to build: §$250

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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5. Amount of c]oth‘used to cover a
large wagon: 20 yards

16. Length of tine to build: 2 months
17, MNumber of barrels one wagon held:

30 barrels of flour

18, Average one day's journey: 15 miles
19. Cost of six horse team: $1,200
20, Freight cost charged: S1 per barrel
21.+ Salary of wagoner who did not own
his own team: §$8-10 a month

22, Cost of good meal at a tavern: 124%¢
23. Ccsf of 2 sfiff drink: 3¢

24, Cost of toll bridge: 1d4%¢ for a
wagon and 6 horse team

5. Gost of tol] road: 2¢ for 11 miles
26. Average time it took to travel Trom
ohiladelohia to Pittsburgh: 20 days

27. Cost of overnight stay at a tavern
§.75 to §1.50

for a wagoner and team:

28, (ne hand of horse's height = 4 inches



EVEN A WAGONER NEEDED TO KNOW HOW TO DO "RITHMETIC

~ -Use the Data Sheet to answer thesé questions.
HARD
1. Could you 1ift one wagon wheel without

any help?

2. What was the wagon distance from Phila-

delphia to Pittsburgh?

3. Could a merchant ship 13,000 Tbs. to

market in one wagon?

4, How much larger were the back wheels

than the front wheels?

5, If a wagon maker wanted to cover 8 wagons
how many yards of homaspun cloth would he .

need?

HARDER
1 How much‘would it cost £ buy a wagon

and 6 horse team?

2. How many wagons would a merchant need to

hip 500 barrels of f]our to market?

§. How many cars would fit beside a

wagon and 6 horse team?
5. How many classmates could fit lengthwise

(from head tn toe) in a wagon?

HARDEST

1. How many square fect was the floor of

an average size wagon?
2. If a wagoner who did not own his own
wagon saved all his salary, how Tong would \
it take hin to buy his own wagon and

team?

3. Uhat would be the cheapest cost for a
wagoner who crossed 4 toll bridges and

spent 4 nights at taverns on one trip?

If he carried a'wagon load of flour to-

& merchant, what would be his profit?

3. How many days would it take to haul a Toac

of goods 240 miles?

‘ 39
5 1 |

4, Change the measurements of the

Conestoga wagon to the metric system.

T



CONESTOGA WAGON ROUTES
MAP WORK: Place your answers to these
questiors on the map below.

1. P]ace‘a C in the area tiie Conestoga wagon
Was first built. .
2. Trace in yellow the wagon route first
used by Conestoga wegoners to carry farm
products to market.

3. Draw a circle around the place where

Bullwhip used a férryboat on his trip to

Pittsburgh.

4, Pyt an X on the place where Bullwhip
spent the night ir the story "Mind Your
P's and Q's." ;
.

5. The northernmost wagon route to the
Ohio River Valley was the least traﬁeled.
Trace this route in red. |

6. Trace Braddock's road in green.

7. Forbes' Road was the most popu]aiv
route west. Trace this route in blue.

9. Place a capital R along the main route

that was not built for military reasons.



FIRST NATIONAL ROAD

WORDS TO xNOW

1. caravan—traders leading animals to
market,

2. Congress—a group of people elected to
aake Tews for the United State:,

3. .hibernation—q period of time with very
little activity. |

b, lgggggggggi-a feur tane highway that
crosses many states. ‘

an‘the garly 1800"s heavy fraffic
crowded the main -oad westward throngn

Pennsylvania. It often took 6 weeks t9

]
|

travel from the eastern cities o2 "hite-
de'phia and Baluimo;. to the Ohio
Territory. [t took 8 davs for maal to
.be carried by -orseb. ok to the settlers,
The natiy® was growing rapidly,

roads were hecomina necessary. Many people

proved .

h

urged Congress to set aside money for a good
hard-surface road that wou]dliink the |
western settlements with the East. In
J806, President Jefferson signed a taw

to build the first national road.

The Naiional Road began at Baltimore,
Marylond. At Cumberland it followed
Graddocr's youte over the mountains and
hranched wescward to Wneeling on the Ohio
River. Later, the Pike was continued through
%ia, Indians and part of I111inois.

Tia pike bui1dérs followed the ideas
cf_JgHENMEAdam, a famous road builder in
tialand,  First, the old route was dug up
and raxed smooth. Next, a layer of small
stones 3 to 9 inches deep was laid, Stone
breahers? working'for §1 a day, broke them
into small pieces. They used an iron
hammer shaped Tike an apple with a hictary
”wobd handle to crush the stones. The new

roadbed was 30 feet wide. Ditches were
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~Stone Bridge over Wills Creek

“dug along the sides so water would drain
from the road surface. Stone bridges were
built ‘over the rivers. HMcAdam's metheds
marked the beginning of good hard-surface

- roads.

It was faster and cheaper to use the
new Naitional Road. During‘the day there was
a constant flow of Conestogas loaded with
nerchandise, Un a busy day as many as 30
stage coachis rolied alang past one tavern.
Caravans of sheep, hcgs, cattle, mules and

i e b .

horses were led to market. Sometimes the
Q v
ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

.U. S. military used the road.‘ Mail coaches
raced the mail betueen Baltimore and Wheeling
in 48 hours. |

Life wés busy for people who lived
along the new National-Pike. Men opened
taverns for the travelers. Blacksmiths
spent theiy nights shoeing horses and
repairing wheel rims. Stable keepers
tended fresh horses for the coaches.
These men who worked along the road were
called Pike Boys.

By 1850, traffic on the National

~Road became Tess and less. Peopleshad

bequy to use another way of travel. The
Pike Boys sang this song:

We hear ro more of the clanging hoof,

And the stage coach, rattling by;

For the steam king rules the traveled

world,

And the old pike's left to die.

The steam king was the railroad loco-
motive. Tracks had been laid across the

nountains. Merchandise was ‘being hauled



on the railroads, Many nagoners retired

from the business. Others moved westward

to places beyond tne reach of the railroads

where théir driving skiils were still needed.
The iron horse caysed the hiternation

of road building. HKowevar, the invention of

motor vericles changed that! Cars and trucks

needed gnod modern roads.

The route of the

otd natiopal Pike was
not forgotten. Many
years later, it became
part of the first roac
"o ¢ross the United

States, This coast to

Today, drivers follow

narts of 0, S, 40 and

interstate 70 along the

route of the first

national Aiiruay, the

ild Pike,

Ccoast road was U, S, 240,

PIKE PROBLEMS -

'Search the story for clues to help you

solve these problems.
1. How many days faster was the mail
delivered between Baltimore and Wheeling

over the National Pike?

2. Most coaches carried 9 passengers.

00 3 busy day how many passengers traveled

past one tavern?

3. A stage driver earned $12 a month,

What was his ‘yearly wage?
4. How much money did a stone breaker

make in one year?

5. How much more money did a stone breaker -

nake than a stage driver?

6. A stage coach cost between $500 and

§600, Which Was more expensive, a stage

coach or a Conestoga wagon?
7. 1t took 10 jears to build the 129 miles
between Cumberland and Yheeling. What was

the average, number of miles built in each

year?
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AP WORK O THE NATIONAL R0AD

1. The heaviest traffic on the road
was between Baltimore and Nhee]ing;
Trace that section with a red crayon.
Was its distance 100, 260 or 812

miles long?

2. Was the milepost in the picture
located at Washington, Pa., Cumberland,
Md., or Indianapolis, Ind.? _
3. ‘Was the entire length of the 01d
Pike 129, 605, or 812 miles? |

4, Use a green crayon to trace the section ‘/
of the road that was most difficult té\BUTTa
‘because of the mountains,

5. Put an X on the place where the 01d

" Pike crdssed the Ohio River,

WHAT MIGHT A TRAVELER SEE?

Sometimes we play games about the things we
see when we travel. Find fifteen words
hidden in the puzzle that name tﬁings 3

stage coach passenger might have seen

g~ traveled along the National Road.
RJS: | 45
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FOR THE EXTRA CURIOUS
1. Make a study of early railroads. Hhy
did people prefer to use them instead of
the roads after 16507
2. Roads became more important again
with the invention of motor cars, What
can you learn about these inventions and
their inventors?
Horseless carriage—J. Frank Duryea
Diesel engine—0r. Rudoiph Diesel
Steam car—Francis and Freelan Stanley
Gasoline povered car—George Seldon
3. Interview several older people who
live in your town, Write a report about

what kind of roads and vehicles they used

when they were young.

v



SUPPLIES FOR A FRONTIER POST

The Conestoga wagon brought needed

merchandise to frontier settlers,

hardware carriec in the Conestoga waqon.

~the 1ist of groceries, dry goods and

Set up a frontier trading post in your

classroom.

Read you collect? Organize your store into

“and the hardware.

How many of these items can

areas for the groceri®s, the dry goods

GROCERIES, DRY GOODS AND HARDWARE

Broad cloth

Best hyson tea
Jeans-and nankeens
Corduroys, velvets

Linens, all widths and prices
Carpenter and shoemaker tools

Chocolate

Loaf sugar

Molasses

Cotton handkerchiefs
Silk, thread and cotton
Pepper

Muslin

Hats of all kinds .
Blankets of all kinds ™
Coffee

5hoes and boots

Umbrellas

Waist coat buttons
Sealing wax

Flour

Hauled in the Conestoga Wagon

Ink pots

Writing paper and quills .
Locks & hinges of all kinds
Pewter dishes, plates & mugs
Saddles and bridles .
Gunpowder, shot and bar lead
Candle sticks and snuffers
Surveyors' compasses
Scythes and sickles

Shaving boxes and brushes
Ostrich feathers

West Indian rum

Razors and strops

Knives and forks

Cinnamon

Cloves

Tooth brushes

Hair powder

Snuff in boxes

Smoothing irons

Salv

Nutmeg

Almonds

Hooks and eyes
Needles and pins
S0ap

Raisins

Figs

Spectacles

- Money scales

Frying pans
Gridirons

Steel spurs

Prunes

Tin kettles

Bar iron

Nails

Fh'nt:

Hair pins .
Tumblers and glasses
Knitting needlas
Cross cut saws

Q 14
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Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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A STORY WITH NO ENDING

- \%u have followed the story of

roads from Indian patns to the beginning

of modern roads. You have learned about
paths and early roads that were used mostly

for trade and travel.

Today, a road map of the United
Stles shows a network ofyhﬁghways connecting
every part of our nation. New roads are
under construction and older roads are

constantly being improved.

The history of roads has no ending.

Yau can follow 1ts story into.the future. . .

1l

Aruitoxt provided by Eric
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TEACHER'S OVERVIEH

The story of roads started before the time of written history. Whenever man left a record of his
activities, the account has shown a positive correlation between the advancement of his society and the
development of roads. [n North America the gradual change of Indian footpaths to hard-surfaced roads followed
the settling and expaase of the Colonies.

When the Indian arrived in North America he first used animal paths, later, to satisfy his
increasing sciial and economic needs, he added his own trails. However his transportation needs never
developed beyond the footpath,

Tha first Europeans settled along the Atlantic seaboard. As their numbers increased the Europeans
appropriated more land already settled by the Indians. This pushed the Indians, with whom the Colonists traded,
farther from the coast. Since furs were the Colonists most important trade item with Furope they had to follow
the Indians to secure pelts. The fur trader used Indian paths for journeying to the Ohio Valley. Soon the
footpaths were not adequate to support the increased traffic to western Pennsylvania. They were widened to
accummodate packhorses.

‘Most of the fur trade was organized by chartered English companies. As trade expanded these companics
fourd that their rights to land in western Pemnsylvania overlapped with the territorial claims of French fur
traders. BSoth factions appealed to their home countries for aid ip expelling the other from the Ohio Valley.

Now it became a military necessity for the British army to build a road into the wilderness. lorse
trails were inadequate for the movement of troops and supplies. Beforc the army could reach its goal a wagon
road had to be constructed over the Allegheny Mountains.

' Population pressures, as well as social and economic factors, forced most pioneer families to seek
western locations. Rraddock's Road, Forbes' Road and the National Pike were all used by settlers heading
west. As the settlers advanced beyond the Ohio Valley they wanted a connecting link with families, friends
and markets. The rutted, muddy surfaces were no longer adequate. Better roads would permit greater exchange
of products which in turn brought a demand for all-weather highways.

An improved network of roads meant time and money to a growing America, People in authority felt
~the governnent should become responsible for the construction and maintenance of highways. Laws werc passed
authorizing the national government to build a pike. Congress designated sums for this use and taxes were
levied to maintain the roads. Highways had become a top priority in the life of the young American nation

and they would increase in number and size as the country grew.




PLANNING OBJECTIVES
This course of study is designed to:

1. promote an awartness of the important_historical rol~ that early paths and trails had upon the development
of roads up to 1850,

. show how economic competition spurred early traders and settlers to establish fortified trading posts and
military forts.

3. emphasize the contributions of traders, military personnel and settlers in road development.

4. depict the arduous hardships men encountered while traveling through the wilderness without the benefit

of roads.
5. portray the physical difficulties men faced in constructing roads through the wilderness.

6. emphasize that faster and better meens of transpertation was needed in order for various sections to
emerge as a united nation,

7. examine the role the Conestoga wagon played in westward expansion and road development.
8. describe the characteristics of a Conestoga wagon and types of equipment used by a wagoner.

- 9. describe the beginning of modern road building techniques as used in constructing the federally funded
Naticnal Road.

CENERALIZATIONS
The following generalizations are explored in this course of study:

1. Transportation develops in direct relation to the demands of a society. The more advanced a society, the
more complex its transportation network.

2. Roads satisfy a basic need of man to move from one place to another. Roads help man satisfy some of his

physical, economic, military and social needs.
J. Physical terrain affects the flow and direction of men and goods.

4. Economic competition spurs men to take direct action in road building.

ERIC 50 1.4




5. Political pressure provides organizational structure and funds for rogd building.

6. The drive for econonic resources expedites the technological expansion of transportation systems,

7. A technologically more efficient method of transportation causes the decline of a less efficient means of
transportation. (i.e., The locomotive supplanted the Conestogza wagon around 1850.)

BACKGROUND OF TiE CONFLICT BETWEEN TIHE FRENCH AND ENGLISH
The discovery, exploration, and settlement of the New Horld were the direct results of social,
re’:gious, economic and political situations in Europe, This brief outline of events pives the teacher

background information of historic happenings preceding the French and Indian War,

BASLS OF FRENCH CLAIMS 1N THE NEW WORLD

The voyage of Giovamni Verrazano, financed by King francis I, in 1524 pave France its first claim,
Verrazano sailed along the Atlantic coast from the Carolinas to Nova Scotia and entered the harhor of New
York. This cxploration encouraged France to consider opposing Spanish power in North America, Spain had
prior clains based on the voyages of Columbus, De Leon and others.

francis | conmissioned Cartierin 1534 to follow-up the voyage of Verrazano. Cartier was to scek a
route to the Far Fast by water and then to start a settlement., lle explored the Saint lawrence River area but
did net sueceed in his other assipnments.

Then in 1603 Champlain, a pilot and experienced seaman, was appointed by the French king to sail
with others to the New World. He became one of the dominant figures in the history of New France, Champlain
convinced his superior to make the rock of Quebec the stronghold of Freach power. This site was far from
the English scttlements and controlled the Indian trade around the Saint Lawrence and Great lake water system,
Through the explorations of Champlain and his followers the French influence reached from the lands of Labrador
to as far west as Wisconsin,  Their journevs went as far south as the Mohawk and Hudson Rivers.

the czplorations of Jean Nicolet, Pere Marquette, Joliet and others provided France with her claims
to the Mississippi River and Gulf of Mexico area.

BASLS OF ENGLISH CLATNS TN THE W WORLD

Probably the Norscmen preceded Cabot to the Newfoundland waters and the Spanish Basque undoubtedly
fished here prior to his voyage. lowever, Cabot's records present the first documented discovery on the Novth
Amer ican continent.
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With the voyage of John Cabot in 1496, the'English joined other European nations in their attempts to
find a route to the Orient by sailing westward. England also entered the search for wealth in the New World.
Cabot landed somewhere near Cape Breton Island. '

The "War of the Roses" and the need for the Tudor kings to consolidate their power retarded English
interest in developing its claims in the New World until Elizabeth I occupied the throne. England, under the
reign of Elizabeth [, envied the power and prestige of Spain in the New World., Secon Britain would challenge
Spain's power.

JUSTTEICATLON OF CLATS

Only a few sections of the New World had been crudely mapped by the exploring parties. Both nations
had but vague concepts of the boundaries of the land they claimed. A look at parts of the charters of two
trading and colonizing companies, one for the English and one for France, showed how conflicts could arise.

In a review of the 1606 charter granted by King James to a British trading company, Cheyney
(1904, pp. 148-149) commented, "The region to which the grant applied was the territory stretching four
hundred miles along the coast, north and south from Chesapeake Bay, and 'Up into the land from sea to sca
westward and northward,'" :

Likewise, ho (1904, p. 157) provided a description of the boundaries contained within the charter
of 1628 ziven to the company of Canada by France's Louis XIII with these statements:

The region to which they extended was 'the fort and settlement of Quebec, with all
the country of New France, called Canada.' Tt was described as extending along the
Atlantic coast from Florida to the arctic circle, and from Newfoundland westward to
the sources of the farthest rivers which fell into the St. Lawrence . . . .

These indefinite boundaries were certain to bring a confrontation between the two countries. Yet
the first struggles between Frenchmen and Englishmen started many years before at the Newfoundland [ishing
ground with the Devonshire Cod Fisherman on one side and the Basques and Bretons on the other,

There were three major conflicts between the French and English, both in America and Europe; Queen
Ann's War, King George’s War and the French and Indian War. The outcome of the French and Indian War
determined that the language, customs and social characteristics of the New World would be predominately
English,

QUERY ANNE'S AR

The defeat of the Spanish Armada was directly responsible for the decline of Spain as the leading
world power. The French and English would contend for Spain's former position.
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The English trade ameng the Indian tribes of the Ohio aud upper Great Lakes had become a serious
matter to the French. The Saint Lawreace colony had pleaded with its home governmeat for support against the
intruders. However, France was in no position to aid the colony. The French king, Louis XIV, had died.

The War of the Spanish Succession, called Queen Amne's War in the New World, had just ended. The French
nation was impoverished. France had lost the war and under the terms of the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 gave
all of Nova Scotia, also termed Acadia, to Great Britain. This treaty embittered the French colonists. Soon
they were claiming the term "Acadia" limited the English to the peninsula of Nova scotia. This boundary
dispute led to continued fighting. The French started to involve the Indians in this dispute between the

two nations. Both English and French colonists distrusted each other and used many ways to hacass the other side.

KING GEORGE'S WAR

ﬁ

In Europe the French and English were again rivals in the War of the Austrian Succession, 1744-1748.
This was was called King George's War in the New World.

The largest so-called military engagement between the French and English colonists was the attack by
the English on Louisburg, the French fort on Cape Breton. There was much to question about the performance of
all sides in this battle but the outcome was the surrender of Louisburg.

The French made two later attempts to harass the New England coast with a fleet ¢f ships. The first
reached American waters and was destroyed by a storm. The second was defeated by English admirals off the
‘coast of Rochell, France. British supremacy on the seus was established. '

The rival fur traders continued the struggle. There vere skirmishes initiated by hoth sides. A
bloody border war was in progress along the international frontier between Canada and New England. There were
raids by the French and Indians and reprisal raids by the British and their Indian allies. In 1748, France
and England agreed to end this cevastating war that seriously weakened their countries. All conquests
achieved during this wer were restored.

AREA OF BRITISH INFLUENCE AT START OF FRENCH ASD TNDTAN WAR

- The English settlements were confined to the Atlantic coastline partly because of the difficulty
crossing the Appalachian Range to the East. Consequently, there was pressure for expansion among the coastal
colonists because of increased population and the continuous arvival of immigrants. Most of these newer
arrivals desired land of their own. Since the best land aleng the coast had already been claimed more
territory was needed to meet this demand.

' ¢
The Scoteh-Trish had joined forces with some of the English colonists in penetrating the frontier.
These men and their families pushed their way through the passes of the Blue Ridge and 4llegheny Mountains.
They had very little military support in their eiforts to settle the frontiers of Pennsylvania and Virginia.
Also the British government was not teo concerned as most of their military efforts vere directed to maintaining

their position on the Furopean continent. The colonists who were already established in business or owned large
plantations had no desire to aid these less fortunate pioneers.
[€ i
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THE AREA OF FRENCH TNFLUENCE AT THE START OF THE FRENCH AND INDTAY WAR

Furs were the most important export of New France. It was necessary for French Lladers to range over
great distances to supply this demand. The eastern area of New France was increasingly less productlve in pelts
because of over-hunting. The French voyageur had to search for new sources. He traveled by waterways to the
interior lands between the Alleghenies and the Rockies., His canoe had traversed most of the tributaries and
rivers flowing into the mighty Mississippi. The Ohio Valley had become part of his trading ground. The French
in America were thinly spread over a large area. |

The Frenchmen who explored the New World knew that the land must be settled if it was to remain a
French possession. Those in authority sent appeals to France for men and supplies. They met with little success
because France was having difficulties in holdlng her position as a world power in Evrope. She could spare
neither men nor funds.

THE COLONTSTS

The nationality of the British colonists was predominately English with Swedes, Dutch, Finns and
Cermans forming minority groups. The English jails were often emptied of all but those convicted of serious
crimes to supply settlers for America. Protestant and Catholic groups came to the New World to escape
rersecution. This diverse group furmed the British Colenies.

New Frafice was settled almost entirely by Frenchmen. This picvided a uniformity of religion and
national background. Many of these settiers quickly adop ed the Indian wav of life and became excellent
traders and explorers. All the enterprises in New France were the property of the king and his nubles.

THE FINALE

The military action in Pennsylvania during the French and Indian War is briefly dealt with in the
pupil's booklet. After General Braddock's retreat, the Ohio River was for a time French territory. Other
English reversals included the destruction of the English forts William Henry and Oswego. The plans for the
capture of Guebec and the attack on Fort Louisbourg failed. The years 1756 and 1757 showed the French in
command of their possessions in the New World. However, the British had learned from their failures.

1In England William Pitt becase prire minister and he was convinced that England's death blow to the
French colonial efforts around the world could best be accomplished by defeating them in the New World., His
strategy followcd chat previously used but with different generals in command. There was to be an attack on
Louishourg and an expedition anainst the Hudson River—Lake Champlain Forts.

General Forbes was to lead an attack on Fort Duquesne in the Ohio River Valley. Forbes started
over the Allegheny Mountains from Fort Bedford in the summer of 1758. His army built a new military road
to the vicinity of Fort Duquesne keeping supply lines open and comsolidsting resources. Near the fort, the
French launched two successful attacks. But the damage to the superior English forces was minimal.

5
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By November, the Franch position was less than temable. Ligneris, ihe French commander, had only
300 men to defend the fort. He was not receiving supplies and reinforcemenrs from Canadv. In aadition, his
Indian allies had returned to their villages for winter hunting. Rather than sce the Inglish capture Fort
Duquesne, Ligneris ordered the stockade demolished and the buildings burned. The French retveated to Fort
Machault.

There were some reverses, but the French strongholds of Quebec, Fort Frontenac and Louisbourg
finally fell to the inglish. On Septeacer, 1703, the war ended and this area of conflict gave its allegiance
to England.

OFrench Posts - . -
A A British Posts .

A RN Louishourg
R Beausejour & -

H.Frontcrgc /

I .

-
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SCRIPT TO ACCOMPANY FILMSYRIP UEARLY PATHS AND TRATLS T0 CONESTOGA RoADS™*

Thesc notes are intended to give additional information, You micht want to place chem on i
cassette tape. '

1. In order to get prime pelts like this deerskin, traders journeyed to western Pennsylvania and bevond,
Fringed buckskin jackets and moccasing werc made from deer hides. The pelts of beaver, Tox and weasel were
usually shipped to Europe. There they brought & good price on the market,  This demand Tor furs would be
one reason some footpaths vradually charged to wagon roads,

2. A [ootpath was o trail made for those who were walking, Tt usnally took the most divect ronte from one
place to another, Some rrails climbed steep mountains, passed through narrow gaps or moved through thick Torests.

3. This nath was never cleared of fallen leaves or twigs, fecause the footpath was eftn used, brasi and prass
were worn away. A well-traveled pach was easy to follow.

b, The trunk of this fallen tree was not removed. Travelers just stepped over the log. il the obstacle was
a biy rock or a large branch thev went arcund it.

S, As the fur trade increased men found that horses formed in pack trains werc a better method for transport ing
pouds. Tt was easy to see hool prints on the trail.

6. Usually widened horse trails developed from footpaths. However, the pack trains would have to hy-pass
parts of the trail too steep or narrow for Joaded horses to use.,

7. After rains, water collected in low places on the trall, Loaded horses were led through these wel areas,
The pack trains could not forge through the thick brush at the sides of the path. This decpened the places
where the water lav,

8. The trails crossed many crecks. Fording creeks was not difficult in the summer or fall. After the snow
melted or spring rains [ell, the streams became swollen and dangerous to cross. This wis ane reason travel
was restricted to summer and fall.

.
9, Better transportation was needed as the fur trade expanded and the settlers needs increased. llorse=draw
wagons replaced the pack train. Wagons could not travel over all parts of horse paths. Changes were made on
the trails. Again they had to be widened. Obstacles were removed and muddy places corduroyed on wagon roads.
Wagons went around steep prades. Gradually these changes were made,

10. Wagon roads between castern towns and trading posts were well traveled. ALL this travel caused the suriace
ground te wear way leaving a fiemer roadbed. However, in some places rocks were exposed which jolted the

e o s e s

wagons.

*This filmstrip can © ordered from: College Bookstore, Shippensburg State College, Shippenshurg, A 17257
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11, Larger wagons were used on the roads when settlers joined the traders in the westward movement., Soon
these settlers in the Ohio Valley were sending their products to towns in eastern Pennsylvania. There had to
be space where two wagons could pass. Roads werc improved to meet new demands.

12, A dependable, heavy wagon was needed to haul freight many miles over newly developed roads. Such a
vehicle was known as the Conestoga Wagon. This wagon acquired its name from the Conestoga River Valley near
lLancaster vhere it was first built by Pennsylvania Dutch farmers,

13, From 1750 Lo 1830, the Conestoga wagon échieved fame and glory, 1t was the only practical means of
bringing all kinds of merchandise to the people of the outlying settlements in the Ohio River Valley.

14, This vagon could be easily identified, It curved upward and outward at both ends and was patriotically
decorated red, white and blue.

15, IE you were i bareel of flour looking skyward after being placed in the wagon bed, this is what you
‘would see. Curved cnds and homespun linen or hemp cloth protected the trade goods from dust and rain, This
tightly weven cloth made the top of the Conestoga wagon almost waterproof,

16. Iron rims were placed aroind the wooden wheels to make them stronger. Larger rear wheels made it easier
to turn the wagon.

17, Adriver controlled his team from the left side of the wagon with reins. He used the long iron lever as
a braking device to stop or slow his wagon, American drivers operate their cars from the lelt side. This
practice had its beginning with the Conestoga wagon.

18. As the brake lever was pulltd towards the ground, large wooden blocks moved to meet the iron rim whoel
at the rear of the wagon,

19, Somctimes, wet grass, mud and moisturc made the wheels slick and greasy. It took longer to stop this
heavy vebicle under such conditions.,

20, To help slow the movement of'a wagon on a steep, downward slope, rear wheels were chained to the wagdn bed.
Drag shoes were attached to the tire and the wagon was skidded downhill.

2L, Another feature of the Conestoga wagon that extended from the left side was the lazyboard, A teamster did
not ride inside his wagon. If he was not walking, he could be found roosting on the lazyboard or . . .

22, perched in a saddle on the left rear horse. The reins were at least 25 feet long. They were attached to
the left front horse,

23, The teolhox was' located near the lazyboavd., It contained meny essential tools and spare parts such as a
hammer, pinchers, nails, bolts and horseshoes. These items were used to keep the wagon in good traveling
condition.
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M. During o trip, a wazoner had to take care of his team of horses. When it was time to feed the animals, a
foedbog kept at the rear of the wagon was removed and lastened to the tonpue—a straight piece of oak about
twelve feet lony attached to the front axle of the wagon,

A wooden bucket was carried so that horses could be watered from a rearby source.
D wooden txr pot was hung Trow the rear running peac, A sticky mixture of pine tar and lard was used to
greas the wagon's axles, A wagoner fnvited serious Lloub1L if he Teft nis tar pot at home.

260 To prease an axle, a wheel had to be vemoved.  To Tift sceveral thousand pounds, a wagon jack was needed

(as seen above the toalbox).  The jack was stored inside the wagon among the goods that were being hauled,
Can vou Ldentify the other wagon qumeonL?

2. dere s a front view of the rumning gear on the fonestoga wagon,

28, A team of Dhorses was harnessed in pairs.
29, A Conestoga team had its own warning syster.  Drass bells were fastened to a wrought iron frame,

30, Each horse had a set of brass hells attached to its harness pear. The sound of bells could be heard many
vards ahead on the road. :

3L, It was a custom of the time for a wagoner to give up his bells with embarrassment if he nceded hely, from
a passing teamster to {ree his wagon from the mud. From this early custom came the American expression, "1'11
be there with bells on."

S

i
32, This bullwhip, fancier than most, was the trademark of many wagoners. Most bullwhips were all black.
Although the stock was made of wood, the main part of the whip (7 feet) was made from one piece of leather.. A
small piece of skin of ecl, called the cracker, was attached to the eighteen inch long lash at the end of the whip

33, This was a safe fording location during the dry summer season. The same crossing place could be very
dangerous during the spring of the year.

34, After traveling an average of fifteen niles a day on rugged roads in all kinds of weather, a weary
wagoner found some comforts at a friendly tavern.

- 35, After the horses were cared for, a wagoner looked forward to a good meal, some drinks, and songs with

his friends and an evening of storytelling. If the night was not too cold, he left the warmth of a fireplace
to sleep near his horses.

3. After a faster means of transportation was developed, the Conestoga wagon slipped into the shadows of
history., It is now a vehicle of the past. It is seen mostly in museums and at local festivals.

37. %o one can deny the importance of this vehicle to the many traders and pioneers who settled the frontier
regions, The Conestoga wagon era was responsible for the gradual improvement of existing roads as well as
for the construction of many new roads. Because of its achievements, the Conestogz wagon is now part of an
American legacy. It remains as one very important link in the historical chain of economic progress in the

o
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SUGCESTED PLANS AND ACTIVITTES FOR READING SELECTIONS
INTRODUCTION and PATHS AND TRAILS

Materials:
1. Student activity book—"Introduction" and "Paths and Trails," pp. 1-6.

Overail Concepts: .

1. People living in North America before Europeans came had a well-defined system of trails.

2. -These inhabitants made their trails for the same purposes roads are built today—economic, military and
social.

Content Qutline: ‘

1. Hunting path: hidden path; located near game; used by hunters; traveled quietly and cautiously.

2, Var path: difficult to travel;well hidden; used ouly by warriors, traveled quickly and cautiously.

3. Trading path: easily traveled; open; used by groups carrying trade articles.

b, Visiting path: wider path; used by individuals or families; accommodations often located along trail;
traveled leisurely.

Purpose: Students will:
1. explain the relationship between a type of path and its social, economic or military purpose.
2. read a map of main Indian trails in Pennsylvania with understanding.

Suppested Activities: :
1. Read and discuss the selection. Review geographic concepts such as North America, north, south, southwest, etc.

I~

Complete the activities on pp. 4-6.
3. Invite a backpacker to demonstrate his equipment and show his supplies. Make a comparative study of the
weight and quality of canned foods and freeze dried foods. Compare focd and equipment used by hikers
today with the supplies an Indian took when he traveled a trail.
4. Work with outdoor skills used by hikers, i.e., identifying and understanding trail markers and compass reading.
5. Write to a State Park for maps locatinr trails in your area, Then organize a hiking field trip.

6. Make dioramas ol sceres along Indian trails.

7. Locate Indian trails in your area and find out if there are legends associated with them.

59

C et
Co
—




WIDER TRAILS

Materials: Ay

1. Student-activity book—"Wider Trails," pp. 7-10.
7. Teacher's Cuide—Filmstrip and seript "Farly Paths and Trails to Conestoga Roads," frames 1-11, pp. 36-57.

Overall Concepts:
1. As sottlers claimed more of the Indians' hunting grounds, the tribes were forced to migrate to the Ohio
River Valley.
Originally Indians brought their furs to trading places along the Eastern coast. Now traders were forced
“to follow them across the mountains to get pelts.
3. Fur trading became very lucrative and rivalry developed among the trading companies for pelts.

i~
-

Purpose: Students will explain:
1. the cffect that increased trade to and from Indian settlements and trading posts had on trail improvements.
2. how the Indians' way of life was affccted by increased trade.

Suppested Activities:
1. Read and discuss the seiection,

2. Develop the concept of exchanging., Create a language experience chart of items your students have
exchanged.

3. Show the filustrip "Early Paths and Trails to Conestoga Roads," frames 1-11. Use the script to further
explain the transition from footpaths to wider trails. (Review the filmstrip when needed. )

4. Complete the activities on p. 9.

5. Explain how increased fur trading brought about changes in footpaths:
a. in relation to paths:
1. less undergrowth
2, wider .
3. well-defined, easier to follow and locate
4. muddier in spring and dustier in summer
b. in relation to fur trade:
1. more horses [ollow the trails
2, more packhorse traing with heavier loads
3. trading posts erected along the trails

6. Study the value and abundance of some fur-beaving animals trapped today. Related questions: How did
5 John Jacob Astor become famous? How did Indians trap animals? What are some recent trapping techniques?
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7. Discuss how fur trade vas changing the indians' way of life—
a. the ecological problem stemming from over-iunting
b. Indiaus leaving their tribal hunting grounds as traders open the way for settlers
¢. Indians wanting certain trade items such as rifles, kettles, metal and knives

8. Sequence the picture cards about the fur trader. (The cards visually present a story about the steps
it took to get pelts from the American {rontier to Europe.)

Variation: Write short statements describing cach picture card. Direct your students to match each
descriptive statement with its respective picture card.

9. Have interested students select topics such as ways of trapping, corduroy roads, macadam roads, etc. to
present to the class.

TRAILS TO FORTS

Yaterials:
1. Student ac:ivity book—"Tra:(s to Forts," pp. 11-13.
2. Teacher's Guide—"The French Struggle on the Portages," pp. 63-64.

3. Teacher's Guide="Backgrcund ‘of the Conflict Between the French and Eng]lsh,” pp. S1-5L.

Overa]l Concepts:

1. 'In the New World, reprcsentatives of the French and English nations were striving to gain excliisive
monopoly of the fur trade with Indians in the Ohio Valley. All factions realized that military force
would be necessary to setrle the issue.

Prior to a military confrontation, supply routes needed to be established.

Orly a small part of the New World had established Colonial ties with either the French or the Engllsh
nations.

LR SN |
- -

Content Outline:
L. The French:
a. used the water ways and portages to reach western Pennsylvania. This worked well for small numbers
nf traders.
b. soon faced the problems of transporting large numbers of men and supplies from their main base at
Quebec on the St. Lawrence to the Forks of the Ohio. —
¢, had extreme difficulties at the two footpath portages—Niagara Falls and Presque Isle to Fort
LeBoeuf on French Creek.
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a.
b.

o

‘?. The English:

heard about Lhe French fortifications and realized their claim to the Ohio Valley was being challenged.

responded in two ways:

1. prepared for che conflict by fortifying trading posts.

?. stated their position and claim to the French.

soon learned that the existing paths over the Allegheny Mountains were Inadequate.

Purpose:  Students will:
recognize both the English and French nations and Colonials had ceononlc interests in the Chio Valley.
2. explain and trace the English and French routes into the Ohio River Vallev,

1.

Read and discuss the scicetion.

al

C .

Make word vards of geographic names and have students place each card by its proper lucation on the nep.

Develop and/or reinforce some may reading skills (cardinal and intermediate directions, scale) by
constructing an activity sheet to accompany the map onp. 13. Sample questions might be:
1. What lake is located north of Presque Isle?

2. In which direction is Lake Ontario from Lake Erie? B
3. About how many miles is it from Fort Machault to the Forks of the Ohio River?

Use a large mup to locare places mentioned in the sclection or in "The French Strupgle on the Portapes.

Develop the.concept of portage. In a simplified versiom, record important concepts from "Thi French

Struggle on the Portages" onto cassette tape (or present the material in story forn),

Make a language experience list of different words and their meanings using port as rhe yeor word.

Some words could bet transport, transportation, porter, portress, portable, imporc, vsjwrt, porcfolio,

deport, carport, airport, ete.

Variation: Create a bulletin board visually depicting some ¢f the "port" wovds.

If a canoe of French traders arrived al a portage, what must they do in order to get to the other side.

3

Complete the activity on pp, 12-13.

Find out if a furt was ever built in your locality. See if your stulents can pinpaint its fovation znd

can determine reasons why Lhe site was chosen. (creative inquiry) Discuss the Lypes of paths and/or

roads that linked the fort to the area. . 5
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€. Are there many traces of the French people in the lhlo River Valley? Make a tally sheet of the French
names of towns, rivers and natural teatures,

7. Have students make puzzles using vocabulary from the reading selections and “Words v Know." (on-going)

"The French Struggle on the Portages”
France handed the task of maintaining her territorial claims in North America to the Marquis Duquesne.
The French possessions stretched from the Saint Lawrgnce Valley to the mouth of the Mississippi River, The
Marquis envisioned a chain of forts linking these areas with a strong iort at the Forks of the Ohio River.

Duquesne appointed two men to help him accomplish this task. To Captain Charles Pean he gave the
problem of securing the transporting supplies. The post of field operations was given to Captain Marin. The
Marquis began collecting his forces and by the early sping of 1753 he had an arny of 400 regulars, 3000 militia
and 600 Indians ready to move towards the Ohio VallL)

The harbor of Presque Isle on Lake Erie was chosen by Duguesne te be the [irst fortified supply depot.
Captain Marin went ahead of Pean's supply force. By June his trocps had joined the Freach engineers at Presque
Isle. They had alread, laid the foundation and with the help of Marin's troops the walls of the stronghold
went up rapidly.

Back at fuebec, Pean started the enormous task of moving 2000 men, equipment, supplies and armament
over [ive hundred miles of stormy water to Presque [sle. The first land barrier o overcome was Niagara Falls..

A steep, rocky descenc made the portage path avound Kispava Falls very treacherous. Because the
troops arrived in the storm-ridden moath of Fehluaty the trail was even more daungersus. Blizzards obscured
the path. Many men were forced to carry burdens of ninety pounds down the slippery path to bateaux, special
houts, waiting several miles below the Falls, Smished legs and broken arms were every oy happenings. Hungry
soidivrs deserted at this tercible portage. They chose the howling vildernoss to rhe chance of a slov death
fren injurv. Zven the penalty of beiny chained and sent to overseas galleys as varsmen did not stop the

. desertions.

Arter the canoes and hatcans weve loaded below the Falls the lnn journey began over Lake Lrie.
Frequently this lake was whipped by storms that struck with Little warning. Often the weary troops had to
fntecrupt ohe fourney and pull Cov cheir Tives to some sheltcr along the shore. ir was olready lite summer
whets Vresque Tsle was reached, This journey had tiken tvo lomg by the timetabic Duquesne had established.
He had plannes for nis troops to be at the Forks by late September.

The warchouses 4t Presque isle were stocked with barrels of flour, hard biscuits, lyed corn, wine
and apounicom, Ses Cantain Mavin must transport this hugh supply dump over a twenty-mile portage to Fort
1o Meuf, the next step in the voute to the Onic Valley.

ERIC . )
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There was trouble at the start of the journey to Fort Le Boeuf. The horses requisitioned to transport
the heavy bake ovens and smithies had died enroute or had become too weak for the job. Their burdens had to
be carried by the weary troops. Among Marin's men were Canadian fur traders who could backpack two ninety-
pound sacks over difficult trails. Cven these hardy Canadians dropped on the portage trail.

Gnats in the area plagued the troops, continually stinging the hands and faces of the men. Constant
.use of the trail through swampy areas soon transformed these places into quagmires. The soldiers often sank
to their knees in mud, The Indian problem was always at hand. At any time the "friendly" Indians might
break rheir alliance and attack. Poor food and impessible conditions soon brought on scurvy and dysentery.
Every day victims were buried by the trail. TFever raged through the ranks. In spite of all these trials
- Marin brought his army to Fort Le Boeuf. Here disastrous news met the Captain.

Marin had planned to canoe his troops down French Creek to Venango. But the hot summer that failed
to dry swampy places on the portage trail had lowered the creek bed. French Creek's waters were not navigable.
Marin tried another way. le bargained with some Indians to carry his army's supplies. The Indians loaded
their horses with the supplies and then disappeared into the wilderness. There was nothing for the Captain
to do but return to Presque Isle. His ravaged troops could never continue to the Ohio River.

The terrible ordeal of the past months had reduced the men to a pitiful sight. Inadequate food and
shelter made the men easy victims of an epidemic. Even Duquesne was shocked when he saw the tattered remnants
of the army that struggled back to Canada. The Marquis would have to postpone his plan of operation.

Because Duquesne could not obtain his goal in the fall of 1753, France's plagfzor the control of the
Ohio Valley would be seriously hampered.

WILDERNESS TRAVEL

Materials:
1. Student activity book—"Wilderness Travel," pp. 14-18.

Overall Concepts:

1. The mode and rate of travel were directly dependent on the conditions of the route.

2. Written and verbal communications between the coastal colonies and the frontier required days to dellver
Road conditions determined the speed of communication. :r\

Purpose: Students will:
1. identify physical hardships encountere. hy travelers during the early stages of road development.
2. understand the relationship between travel conditions and the time involved in delivering communications.
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-Suggested Activitieq:
1. Read and discuss the selection,

2. Complete the activity on pp. 16-18.

3. Make phrase cards describing the events that Washington and Gist experienced on their trip to Fort Le
6 P P
Boeuf for students to classify. Tor instance,

EVENTS THT HAPPENED EVENTS TIAT DID HOT HAPPEN

1. fell into freezing water 7. made apple cider

b, snowy weather 10, caught in a bear trap
8. frozen feet

9. forded streams

4. Develop the concept of diary. Allow each interested student to keep a diary.

5. Compave and contrast the different preparations needed for summer and winter travel during colonial days
with those needed today.

6. a, Discuss with students how weather conditions can interrupt communications and travel today.

b. Allow them to relate their experiences of how snowstorms, hurricanes, floods, etc. affect the
ato ementioned.

7. Develop the concept of frontier. Have your students identify some of today's frontiers. Compare them
with the colonial frontier to find similarities and differencos.

A ROAD IS NEEDED

Materials:

e ———

1. Student activity book="A Road Is Needed," pp. 19-21.

Qverall Concepts:

1. When the economic interests of nations collide, they turn to military means to support their interests.

2. A military campaign involves the movement of troops and supplies. Military roads become a basic necessity,
3. When the need for a road is established, the road will be built regardless of difficulties.

Putpose: Students will begin to prepare a list of the hardships encountered by men in buildirg & military
road, h
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Suggested Activities:
1. Read and discuss the selection. Differentiate between a fortified trading post and a fort,

2. Continue to locate places mentioned ir che selecticn (see Activity 2, "Trails to Forts").
3. Complete the activity on p. 21.

L. Keep a record of the hardships mer faced in building a military road over the mountains® (see Activity
Jc, "Across the Mountains").

Let interested students (or groups) construct a model fort (or fortified trading post). Each one should
.design a fort so as tn give a military advantage over his opponent.

(W3 )
-

LI , (193 . . ,
Activities in relation to road building are suggested in "First National Road."

ACROSS THE MOUNTAINS

Materials:
1. Student activity book—"Across the Mountains," pp. 22-25.
2. Teacher's Guide—"Braddock's Forces Against the Mountains," pp. 67-68.

Overall Concepts:

1. The Allegheny Mountains represented the greatest obstacle Braddock encountered in moving his troops,
supplies and heavy artillery to Fort Duquesne. . |

2. Building the road across the mountains was the worst "enemy" Braddock's forces faced.

Purpose: Students will:
1. identify and categorize the hardships faced by men in building a military road.
2. realize the impact a wagon road ovev the Allegheny Mountains had upon the westerr movement of settlers.

Suggested Activities:
1. Read and discuss the selection.

2. Complete the activities on pp. 24-25.

3. a. In simplified Form, sresent the important concepts from "Braddock's Forces Against the Mountains"
(see Activity 3a in "Trails to Forts").

b. Continue with Activity &, "A Road Is Needed."
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. Make phrase cards for your students to categorize into one of three major areas o£ difficulty that
Braddock and Washington encountered as their men built a road over the mountains.” (Some hardships
" may be categorized into more than one realm.) For instance,

Transportation Problems Geographical Problems Physical ProBlems‘

4. heavy wagons 2, mountains to cross 1, fever

b Allow interested students to report on topics such as:
a. What kind of field gear was carried by soldiers during the 1750's?
b. How did the fighting style of the French differ from the fighting ways of the British on the frontier?

*jetivities in relation to road-building are suggested in "First National Road."

"Braddock's Forces Againét the Mountains"

The British government appointed General Braddock to remove the French from the Ohio Valley. Braddock
left England with some troops and sailed to America where he assumed command of the combined Colonial and
British armies. By the time he arrived at Fort Cumberland Braddock was aware of the many difficulties facing
him in transporting his army over the Allegheny Mountains without benefit of roads. Here is an account of
the transportation difficulties, the geographical problems and the physical hardships endured on the journey.

In preparation for the conflict with the French, Braddock brought from ingland heavy siege guns,
eight-inch howitzers, twelve pounders, six pounders, many smaller cohovn mortars and a special type of vehicle
called the "King's waggon." Braddock now had his artillery and army but he had to gather from the countryside
enough food for the campaign. .

The Colonies were to furnish most of the food supplies. For various reasons the sr:nlis; were limited
and of poor quality. The main diet of the troops was salt pork, usually carried on wagons. Hewevzi, on this
journey all the wagons were needed for milita'y supplies. The salt pork was taken from the barvels and packed
on horses. The sweating horses gave the pork an unpleasant taste. A few live cattle were herded along the
route. These quickly lost weight, and when slaughtered, were so tough that the men could hardly eat the meat.
Flour was soon replaced by mouldy Indian corm, This bread was baked in holes in the ground and eaten covered
with sand and dirt. The exhausted men slumped on the ground after a,hard day's wazch. Because of the poor
diet the men had lost their endurance.

The horses supplied for hauling proved unfit for the job. The supply :¢ fodder brought alesg was not
enough to feed them properly. Most of the work horses died or bacame oo weax to carry loads. Braddock
thought he had gotten ali the spavined, winé-broken, and crippled beasts in the Colonies. It was mo wonder
. the herses were unable to do their jobs since rhe American breed was too smiil to pull the King's Waggons.
ERIC ; 147
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It was a Herculean task for horses to pull the heavy English artillery over the steep mountains on a newly-
built voad. Soldiers and horses had to work together to accomplish this feat.

Over most of the one hundred and ten mile route the builders encountered geographical difficulties.
Gullies had to be filled, wet spots corduroyed, brush cleared, and trees chopped. Even at the start of the
journey an entire day was required to move all the troops over one mountain, a distance of two miles. The
soldiers had to hefp push the heavy wagons up the steeper ascents and brake them on the descents. Sometimes
the men lost their hold on the wagons. Then the vehicles rolled down the mountain and were shattered on the
rocks below. The horses hitched to them were dragged to their death.

Siege guns were hoisted by rope and pulley over the ranges. Rafts had to be built to ferry supplies
over river crossings. The constant passing of men and supplies over the new rozd-bed raised clouds of dust
in dry weather. Hard rains mired the roads. At wet gpots tramping feet quickly turned the road into a mudhole.
Almost every foot of the way laurel slick, brush and brambles closed around the men. In these places the
soldiers were fearful of an ambush. ~The food privations and the geographlcal difficulties seem small compared
to the physical hardships the troops suffered.

The men had to endure much bodily discomfort on this march to Fort Duquesne. Almost every man, including
the officers, had the "bloody flux," a type of dysentery, as a result of the salt pork diet. Monthsof sleeping
in the open without proper bedding gave many soldiers a burning fever. There wer: a number of typhoid cases
in the camp from polluted water. All the men had to drink from untested springs and brooks. There was an
outbreak of scurvy among the men from lack of fresh fruits. Swift thunderstorms drenched the soldiers and
their clothes had to dry on their backs. Bugs and insects made life miserable for all. These bites became
inflamed or ulcerated from constant scratching. The road passed by rocks where poisonous snakes sunned
themselves, and men were bitten, These bites took a toll of lives. Under these adverse conditions it was
a major feat of endurance for Braddock and his men to have arrived withia sight of Fort Duquesne.

After this tremendous struggle over the mountains the General was certain of victory., But the battle
turned into a complete rout and the army retreated. However Braddock's road showed the settlers that a way
could be opened to western Pennsylvania. Transportation lines could be established and the Ohio Valley reached
by settlers.

WAGONS 0N FORBES' ROAD

- Materials:
1, Student activity kook——"agons on Forbes' Road," pp. 2627

Overall Concgpts:
1. With the French military threat removed from North America, English settlers slowly accumulated in the
1A8 frontier regions surrounding the Chio River Valley.
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2, Packhorses were not able to adequately supply the ncads of growing settiements.
3, Improvement of existing roads to accommodxti: Conestoga wagon traffic was triggeved by social and
economic pressures rather than military priorities,

Purpose: The studeats will recognize that growir: scttlements leading to the Ohio River Vali v increased
“the need for a more adequate means of traneportation and stimulated road development.

Suggested Activities:
1. Use a wali map to trace the route of Forbes' Road. Help students to locate other piwro . iiicated in
this selection such as Conestoga River Valley, Lancasier and Philadelphia.

2. Review with students the transition from walking trails to Coneétoga roads, Stress that instead of roads
being built for military reasons, they were now being built to serve rapidly growing settlements leading
to the Ohio River Valley.

3. Complece the activity on p. 27.

THE STURDY CORESTOGA

Materials:
1. Student activity book—"The Sturdy Conestoga," pp. 28~30.
2. Teacher's Guide~—Filmstrip and script "Early Paths and Trails to Conestoga Ro ads,’ frames 12-37, pp. 57-58.
3. Teacher's Guide—Drawing.of "The Conestoga Wagon," p. 71 (from which a thermofax ditto or transparency
can be made).
.. Student activity book—"Cenestopa Wagon Data Sheet," p. 36.

Ovrr'L _ Concepts:
1. 0 heantifully designed Conestoga wagon was a practical, sturdy vehicle with many distinct characteristics.
2, h&xétlns road conditions required a vehicle thac possessed the Conestoga wagon's design and durability.

Purpose:  Students will understand:

!, the function of various features and equipment associated with the Conestoga wagon (which made it the
nos: prnutiua‘ venicle of its time for transporting supplies). ' '

2. hov v ¢ and travel conditions required a v0h1L1L that possessed the Conestoga wagon's design and
des e oY

Supgested Activities:
1. Snow the filaetr.» "Early Paths and Trails to Conestcga Roads,” frames 12-37. Use the script to explain
and discuss the various characteristics and features of the wagon. (Review the filmstrip when needed.)




2. Read and discuss the selection, Complete the activities on p. 30.

3. Usiﬁg a transparency of "The Conestoga Wagon," have students orally identify specific features and
objects located on the wagon,

b. As a reinforcement activity, students may make a learning cenﬂer:

a. Use the transparency to draw a large picture of the Conestoga wagon. Number the different parts and
features of the wagon.

h. On a set of cards, write the names of the parts. Provide a method by which the student can place the
card next to the appropriate part on the large picture. '

c. TFor self-correction, number code the reverse side of each word card to covrespond with its respective
Conestoga part.

St

5. Encourage students to use the "Conestoga Wagon Data Sheet" to answer factual questions and to gather datu
for interpretive questions,

6. Point out differences between the Conestoga wagon and its modified relative the prairie schooner (covered
~ wagon).

7. Take a field trip to a museum that displays Conestoga wagons.

Museums That Display Conestoga Wagons (see Shumway and Frey):

1. Pennsylvania Farm Museum of Lancaster

2.  The National Geographic Society of Washington, D. C.

3. Fort Bedford Museun in Bedford, Peansylvania

4. Pennsylvania Dutch Folklife Museum in Oley, Pennsylvania

5. Hershey Museum cf Hershey, Pennsylvania

6. The Smithsonian Institution of Wasiingten, D. C. .
7. Oglebay Institute of Wheeling, hest Virginia

8. Hagley Museum of Wilmington, Delaware

9, Franklin and Marshall College of Lancaster, Pennsylvania

10. Historical Society of York County in Pennsylvania |
11, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania
12. Ponderosa Museum of New Providence in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania
13. William Penn Memorial Museum in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
14, Henry Ford Museum of Dearborn, Michigan

15. National Highway Museum of Zanesville, Ohio

16, Fort Ligonier Museum in Ligenier, Pennsylvania

o 0 70
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THE CONESTOGA HORSE

Materials:

1. Student activity book—"the Conestoga lorse," pp. 31-32.

2. Student activity hook—"Conesinga Wagon Data Sheet," p. 38
3. Teacher's Guide—"The Conestoga Horse," p. 73.

Overall Concepts:

'1. The Conestoga horse became a very important investment for the farmer, businessman and wagoner.

2. Tt took a special breed of animal with tremendous pulling power to haul tradn items over many miles of
crude road. | |

Purpose: Students will:

1. realize the importance of the Conestoga horse in hauling trade supplies over rough road to and from
western settlements.

2. describe the Conestoga horse.

Supgested Activities:
1. Read the selection.

2 -, 2, Develop discussion questions with students.

a. Fow were Conestoga horses used” : -

h. Why was the Conestoga horse such an wusual brped7 What made it so different from other breeds
of horses’

¢, Why is the Conestoga horse EEEEESE today? (Belgisn horses, smaller in weight and height than the
Conestoga horse, are shown in the filmstrip.) Rev:ew the concept of extinction.

d. What was the height and weight of an average sized Conestoga horse? How much did each Conustoga
horse cost? What was the cost for a team of horses’ would you Lon51der the cost to he too expensive!
(Use the "Conestoga Wagon Data Sheet.")

e. Allow students to measure and compare the heights (in hands) and weights of other people or items
with the average beight and weight of a Conestoga horse (possibiy. a learning center activiry),
Meastre and compare a car, refrigeritor, stove, walls or a hene, other classmates, parenls, etc.

3. Complete the activitiés on p. 32.

4, Have students compose a list of ways horses are used hy people (experience chart). Perhaps some pupils
would like to compare and contrast other breeds of horses with the Conestoga horse.

5. Allow a resource person ("old-timer,” museum curator, etc.) who is familiar with horses sad harness

equipment to relate his experiences as a youngster. He/she can demonstrate how a team of locses is
' harnessed, identify and explain the function of each piece of harness gear, ete. Ask students why a
tean of horses was harnessed in the manner shown on p. 32, (Ans. for maximum pu.ling power)
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"The Conestoga Horse" '

Because many members of society looked upon record keeping with disfavor during Revolutionary times
and because much information became entangled in contradictable historicsl accounts, there is a lack of "hard
evidence" establishing the emergence of the Conestoga horse as a distinct American breed.

To be sure, the story of the Conestnga horse is not based upon flimsy conjecture. This animal was
described as being a well mannered, wuscular bay with long legs and a small head, Tt weighed on tle average
of 1700 pounds and stood on the average of 14.5 hand: (ove hand = 4 inches) in height. Tt was a well built
animal with incredible stamina and strength,

The Conestoga horse was a very vseful ‘reature to Pennsylvania farmers. it was expected to do light
and heavy farm work and to serve as a saddle horse for riding and hunting. However this breed of horse
gained historical prominence for its long distance hauling of the Conestoga wagon,

The Conestoga wagon and horse compiled an imnressive record in a-one hundred year spai. But the
emergence of the iron horse and canal systems ushered into the annals of transportation a technologically more
_efficient means of carrying trade goods to and from western settlements which, in turn, expedited the
Conestoga wagqn's departure from the American scene. As for the durable animal that had done 30 much to
move these famous vehicles many arduous miles, its remarkable development came to an even more abrupt halt.

THE CONESTOGA WAGONER

toterials:

1. Student activity book—"The Conestoga Wagoner," pp. 33-35.

2. Student activity book—"Conestoga Wagon Data Sheet," p. 38.

3. Student activity book—"Even a Wagoner Needed to Know How to do.'Rittmetic," p. 39.
4

. Student activity book—"Supplies for a Frontier Post," p. 46.

Overall Concepts:
1. Wagoners were a distinctive group of men with hardy qualities.
2. They ¥aced many daily hardships and dangers in hauling trade supplies to and from wastern settlemenis.

Purpose: Students will:

1. describe the fuactional appearance cf a wagoner.

2. 1identify some of the hardships and dangers a wagoner ewcounuered

Suggested Activities:

1. Read the selection. Discuss the appearance of a wagoner. Encourage pupils to indicate how a wagoner's
clothing helped him to do his job.

. '1-{
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2. Enhance comprehension of other concepts in the reading through a discussinn and/or a worksheet.

a. What is pig iron’ How many pounds are in one half ton?

b. What two job names were piven to a wagon driver? 1. 2.

. ¢, What kinds of problems did the wagoner have with his wagon und tcam on muddy ground during winter
weather? - '
During spring weather’

d. How did a wagoner stop or slow his wagon on a level road?

e. Wagoners could not use their brakes going down a steep hill, Why?

How did they slow their wagons going downhill?

[. What was the weight of an empty Conestoga wagon’ ‘ 0f a Qagon
full of goods? {Use "Conestoga Wagon Data Sheet.")

g. Why was a Conestoga wagon carefully packed?

R

h. Name two ways wagoners crossed rivers. and

i, What tool did a wagoner use to move his team of horses faster?

3. Explore with your students ways in which travelers and wagons crossed rivers. Stress that as vehicle
traffic increased, there was greater demand for more adequate ways to cross rivers.

a. Discuss the concept of fording.
b. Review \lashington's crossing of the Allegheny River on a hand-made raft ("Wilderness Travel").

¢. Discuss how a ferry operates. Stress that during a time of few bridges, ferrying wagons across rivers
was very practical and safe. If possible, have your students relate their expeviences with ferryboats.

4. Review the hardships and dangers of travel during the Conestoga wagon era.
5. Completé the activities on pp. 34-35, 39 and 46.

6. Construct mutals depicting some facet of wagonering.

14
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1. a, Wa”owerlng was a definite cccupation, Have the class make a list of other occupations related to
transportation during the Conestoga era. Compare this list to one of jcbs related to "modern day"
forms of transportation (for example, wheeluright, blacksmith, stable owner versus auto mechanic,

_servive station attendant, tire salesman, etc.).

b. In addition, explore the qualifications and/or skills needed to perform the various jobs.

MIND YOUR B'S AND Q'S

Materials:

1. Student activity book-— 'Mind Your P's and Q's,” pp. 36-37.

2. Teacher's Guide—script for "Farly Paths and Trails to Conestoga Roads," numbers 17 29-31, pp. 37-38.
3. Student activity book—"Conestoga Wagon Routes," p. 40.

+
'

Overall Concept: The Conestoga wagon era contributed a rich folklore of interesting custons, sayings and
life style to our American heritage.

Purpose: Students will:
1. learn about the colorful life style of wagoners.
2. learn about several old customs and sayings that were started during the days of the Conestoga wagon.

Suggested Activities:

1. Begin by discussing what customs and sayings are. Compose a list of familiar customs and sayings.
{1his could serve as a basis for further study.)

2, Ask students if they have ever heard the saying "Mind your p's and ¢'s." Discuss what it means. Read
~ the story to find out how this saying first began.

3. Discuss the story., Ask literal and interpretive questions such as:

a. literal—What was the name of the tavern owner?
In what year did he open his inn for business?

b. interpretive—If Barney was halfway to Pittsburgh on a trip which began'at Harrisburg, in what
town did he stay for the night? (Use the map on p. 40.)

4, Cite other American customs and sayings that were begun during the Conestoga days (review the seript
for "Early Paths and Trails to Conestoga Roads," numbers 17, 29-3i).

! .
5. Locate a resource person who knows the intricacies of a blacksnake bullwhip, Allow him/her to
demonstrate how the whip works. Perhaps. students could try to operate it with supervision.

15 | | 1
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6. Complete the activicy on p. 37,

\

1. a. Usingvisual devices, explain that road and geographic conditions determined the distribution of
inns. That is, a wagoner could travel on an average of 15.miles a day if road conditions permitted.
However, mountainous land, rutted roads or rainy weather slowed wagon travel to an average of 8-10
miles a day. In mountainous areas, inns were located at much closer points along the route.

- |

b. Trace on a relief map one or more wagon routes shown on b, 40, Students could indicate desirable

locations for inns based upon geographic features. For instance, a tavern might open its doors for
business near a fording location. '

In addition, list other factors that would encourage the establishment of an inn.

c. Compare the average distance a Conestoga wagon traveled in a day to the average distance a tractor
trailer covers in a day.

FIRST NATIONAL R0AD and A STORY WITH NO ENDING

Materials:

1. Student activity book—"First National Read" and "A Story With No Ending," pp. 41-47.
2. Map showing the United States during the early 1800s.

Overall Concepts:

1. The first national road resulted from an urgent need to unite the eastern and western sections of the
expanding nation. :

2. It represented the first time the Federal Government was involved in the planning and financing of a road.

3. It was the first major road built using modern construction techniques.

Purpose: Students will:

1. exhibit an awareness of how the move toward modern road technology in America was a result of expanding
social and economic demands.

2. compare modern road building techniques with those of past periods.

Suggested Activities:

-1, Use a map of the United States to show the growing areas of settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains
in the early 1800s.

" 2, Read and discuss the selection. Complete the activities on pp. 43-45.

3. Make a mural showing the traffic and life style related to the 01d Pike.
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. 4, Add additional 6ccupations to the list from Activity 7, "The Conestoga Wagoner."

5. Make a large flow chart in which students compare present day road building factors with those of the past.
Use the time periods: 1) Braddock's military road, 2) First national road, and 3) Roads of today. What
does one need to know in order to build a road? Some possible factors for comparison are:

Deternine need ;

Surveying route

Methods of acquiring materlals

Tools and equipment used

Construction techniques

Terrain problems and how to handle them

Road surface

Effects of weather

Accommodations for workers

Amount of land used

. Cost and method of financing

P e T OR O rh (D B 0O O D

6. As a resource person for Activity 5, invite a highway engineer to speak to the class about present day
road construction.

7. a. Prepare a time line bulletin board/center at which students can sequence main cvents from early paths.
to modern highways. Some events ave: |
1. 1751-Nemacolin established his path.

2, 1754=Lt. Washington led his troops to the Crear Meadow.

3. 1755~Braddock's forces chopped out the first military road across the mountains.

&, Early 1800s—Forbes' Road became a major route for settlers to the Ohio Territory.

3. 1811-1821—The First National Road was built.

6. 1850s—Increased traffic moved westward on the railroads.

7. 1890s—Traffic declined on the National Road; the 01d Pike was in bad need of repair,
8.

Post World War I1—The route of the Old Pike became part of the first coast-to-coast highway.

h. Other apnroprlate evans mey be revealed as a result of student research and may be added to the
time line, i.e.
Lo 1845—First pldnk road was built between Syracuse avd Oneida Lake (New York).
2, 1893—First brick surface was laid between Cleveland and Woostey (Ohio).
2, 1903—First concrete road was built in Wayne Co., Michipan, o

8. a. Challenge students who are involved with projicts "Por the Extra Curious” to substantiate or refute
the H,yotnﬂnlg A nore efficient system of transportation replaces a less efficient system.

bo A gvoup could cxplore present transportation preblems as they relate to the hypothesis.




(AM/BOARD QUESTIONS ON "EARLY PATHS AND TRAILS TO CONESTOGA ROADS" .

Y

‘Procedures for gonstcuction

The foNowing questions are designed to reinforce concepts and skills for this course of study., You
may choose to addor delete questions.
1. Make question cards by cutting and mounting them onto sturdy oaktag.

2. Design and construct a thematically appropriate gameboard.
3. Provide $tudents with directions for playing this academic game.
b. The ansver kev found on pp. 83-84 may be placed between two pieces of acetate to be used
\ : by a monitor at the game center.
\ -
| \ 1, What word means to wade or drive a wagon across 9. When traders could no longer carry enough goods
\ a stream at a shallow place? | to settlements on one horse, they formed
.
\
\ 2. Name at least three kinds of trails the |
\, Indians made. 10.  Why did not wagons travel to and from trading
\ ‘ posts during winter months?

\ 3. What did the Indians build along visiting

\ trails to help them during long trips’ 11, Why did not wagons travel to and from trading
\ posts during the early spring months?
\
%. What is the word which means a narrow way
| between two mountains? 12, Uhat is a word that means to carry hoats and
\ supplies over land\between two watervays?

\ ' l
|

5., Animal skins are called

\ 13, The French and the English got to the Ohio
i River Valley by different ways. Describe these
6. \What does the word exchange mean? basic different ways.
‘ .
\ bome
: .
\
R What does the word macadam mean? 14, In vhat way did the French prepare to defend

their claim in the Ohie River Valiew?

8. What happened to the furs the trading
companies collected from crading posts? 15, 1In what way did-the Cnglish prepare to defend
W\ their claim in the Ohio River Valiev?

9 «68 \ | } | B | | 3169




16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Why was it so difficult for the English and
Coionists to get to the Ohio River Valley!

Why did the English and French fight for
control over the Ohio River Valley?

From which direction did the French come to
the Ohio River Valley’
a. north b. south e,

went d. cast

From which direction did the Inglish come to
the Ohio River Valley?

a. south b. east ¢, north d. west

Which river is not part of the {hio River
system?
a, Ohio
b. Allegheny

¢. Susquehanna
d. Monongahela

Which river is located farther east?
a. Susquehanna + Dhio

b. Delaware . Loghioceny

Which Creat Lake b ers on Jemnsylvania?
a. trie . Superior
b. Ontario . 4. liron

+

Did the French tvate
yien they headed to ...
from Quhec!

o ream or downstream
Vaio River Valley

Uhich Britioy trading ost was located
farther cast?
. Carlisle
5 Ligonier

¢. Bedford
d. Harvisters

21,

29.

30.

32,

Which word best described wilderness travel into

the Ohio River Valley region?
a. pleasant c. speedy
h. migerable d. happy

1

Who did the Covernor of Virginia send to Fort
LeBoeuf to ask the French to leave the Ohio
River Valley? '

Which words best described Washington's trip
to Fort LeBoeuf?

a. cold vinds d. s
b, dey e. rainy
c. dry

Which words best described Washington's trip
to Fort LeBoeuf? :
d. sunny

a. muddy
b. swift moving streams e. cloudy skies
¢. fording

A man by the neme of Captain Trent was

commissioned by the Governor of Virginia to

- ——

AMter the French took over Trent's settlement,

they changed its nane to -
\

A British fort was lccated where Nemacolin's
Path began to cross the Allegheny Mountains
to the west. Name it.

7o+ vashington's men chapyed the [irsi road
wver the mountains to the Ohio River Valley,
what happened to them!

I



i

33. . What Ceneral was ordered by the British King
~to force the French to leave. the Ohio River
Valley?

3. Name at least three hardships Braddock and
Washington had in moving their men and
supplies over the mountains.

35. What was the name of the mountains the
English and Colonial army crossed in getting
to the Forks of the Ohio?

\ i

3. Why did Braddock's army lose to the French
forces in their battle for control of the
Ohio River Valley? |

37. What word means to move backwards?

What was the name of the English General who
opened another military road scon after
Braddock's defeat?

39. Who won the French and Indian watr?

40. Why did not the British and Colonials travel

to the Ohio region by waterways? .

41, Which road was the best one for settlers to

use in moving to western Pennsylvania for
thirty years after the French and Indian
War? (1763)

" 60

43,

b3,

4.

47.

48,

49.

50,

51

‘.——‘

Why did the Engliéh want to control the water-
ways in the Ohio River Valley?

What structure was built around an English
trading post to protect its settlers from
Indian raids?

What was the main difference between a fortified
trading post and a fort?

What was the name of the group of people who
first built the Conestoga wagon’

Where was the Conestoga wagon first built?

Why was the Conestoga wagon so important and
famous?

Why was the body of the Conestoga wagon curved
upward and outward at both ends?

What is another word for wagoner?

What colors were painted on the Conestoga
wagon?

1

What material was used to protect the goods
inside the wagon’

Why were iron rims placed around the
Conestoga's wooden wheels?

RV



53. 1f a driver pulled down on an iron lever on 65. Why was the lead horse so important!
the left side of the Conestoga wagon, what
happened”’
66. Which Conestoga horse was the saddle horse?

5, True or False - The driver sometimes rode X
_in the Conestoga wagon. 67. The long rein conmnected to the bit of the lead
horse was known as the

55, Which word is most out of place?
driver teamster pike boy Wagoner 68. The high black boots that wagoners wore were
called

56, When a man tired of walking, he rode on the
' 69. What did wagoners do in order to stop their
wagon wheels from freezing in the mud during

cold nights”

57. What item on the wagon carried wheel axle
grease’ ¢
70. Why were wagons packed so carefully’

58. Where were the spare parts kept? :
' 71. Name at least two ways a teamster slowed his
wagon on a steep downhill slope.
59. What tool lifted heavy weights?

72, A place where wagons were floated across
60. Why were iron bells placed on the harness rivers was called a
gear of Conestoga horses?

73. Name the correct otder which identifies ways
*<f1,-Why~did the Conestoga wagoner use a blacksnake wagons fraveled across rivers.
whip? a. fording, ferrying, bridging
b. bridging, ferrying, fording «
c. ferrying, fording, bridging

62. Vhat word means items to sell or trade? d. fording, bridging, ferrying
63. How many horses were harnessed in a team! 74, Which item was not part of the Conestoga wagon?
' a. wooden wheel c. lever
b, toolbox ¢. stogies

64, Which Conestoga horse was the lead one?
O

-~

—
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16.

1.

19,

Which item was not part of the Conestoga
horse?

a. bells

b. lazyboard

c. harness gear
d. saddle

Which item was not a tool used by the
wagoner?
a.'tongue
b. jack

C 1] a.\'e
d. hammer

Which item was not part of a wagoner's °
gear?

a. broad-rimmed hat
b. whip

C. stogies
d. running gear

Name at least two customs which had their
beginnings with the Conestoga wagon.

Name the President who signed a bill into
law which provided money to build the
first national ‘road.

32

80.

81.

8.

83,

Name at least two ways in which the first
rational road was better than other roads.

Name at least three states through which the
first national road was built.

Place these kinds of routes in the order they
were used by traders.
1, footpaths

2. macadam roads

3. packhorse trails

k. animal paths
5. military roads

What invention "drove" the Conestoga wagon out
of business? '

g P
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10,

12

13

14,

. ane

ANSWER KEY TO GAMEBOARD QUESTIONS O EARLY DATHS AND TRALLS 7O CONESTOGA ROADS

ford

hunting, visiting,
fighting or trading

shelters
pass
pelts

to trade an . ect or
item for another one

smooth, hard-surfaced
road

They were sent to

England or Europe tec be

made into clothing.
packhorse trains

Roads were rozen ruts.
Roads were too muddy.
portape

The French came to this area
mostly by waterways from the
North, The British hac to
make roads into this area

mostly from the East.

They built forts.

15,

17,

18,
19,

20,

2,
23,
2%,
25,
2%,
21,
28,

29,

30.

They Lortified their
trading posts.

There vere no roads or
navigable rivers leading
to this area. '

Both countries ritimed this
area. They th:ivi, o this rich

fur region beiumaed ro them.

north
past

¢ - Susquehanna

b - Delaware
a - Erie
downstrean

d - Harrisburg

b - miserable
George Washington
all but ¢ - dry
all but d ~ sunny

bupld a fortified trading
post at the Forks of the Chio

Fort Duquesne

83

3L

9,

33

3.

3.

36,

37.
38.
39,

40,

41,

42,

43.

fort Cumber land

They retreated to Great
Meadows and built Fort
Necessity, They were
defeated by the Freach.
General Braddock

thick forests, mosquitoes,
brambles, stumps, tired -
scldiers, weax horses,
mud, dust, poor food, etc.
Allegheny Mountains

The British fought the
European way. The French
fought like the Indians.
retreat

General Forbes

British and Colonials

There veren't any navigable,
rivers.

Forbes' Road

to stop the French fur trade
and to settle the rggion

fort

[
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46,

4T,

48,

49,
50.

51,

52.

33

34,

The French built forts
for military reasons—
to defend their claim
with sci “lers. The
taglish built trading
poscs for economic reasong—
for trade and for settlers.
Later, they took steps to
make chese posts stronger.

'

Penisylvania Dutch farmers
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

At the time it was the
only wagon strong enough
to carry supplies over

rough roads to settlers.

to keep the dust and rain
out of the wagon

teamster (or driver)
red and blue

homespun linen or hemp
cloth

to make them strongér
Nooden blocks would rub
against the rear wheels
to slow or stop the
wagon.

false -

pike boy

6l
6.
.

04,

63,

66.
o7.
68.

6¢

10.

.. lazyboard or saddle horse

tar pot
in the toolbox
the jack

to warn travelers of an
approaching wagon

to make the horses move
faster

merchandise

six

the left front horse

The wagoner could control
the rest of the team
through the reins and by
giving commands to this
horse,

left rear horse

jerk line

stogies

They drove their rigs onto
wooden logs.

s0 the heavy weight would
not shift and break a wagon's
axle

11,

12,

13,

I,
75,
76,
1.

78,

79.

80.

81.

82,

f3.

a. put drag shoes on the
rear wheels of the wagon

b, jammed tree poles into
the rear wheels

¢, chained rear wheels to
wagon bed

ferryboat crossing

a - fordiny, ferrying,
T britping

d - stogias

b - lazyboard

a - tongue

d - running gear

a. Mind your P's and Q's,

b. 1'll be there with bells on.

¢. American cars are driven
from the left side.

President Jefferson

‘¢
crushed stones
wider road
. ditches for draining
stone bridges

£~ Lo o

Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio,
Indiana, Illincis, West
Virginia

aninal paths, footpaths,
packhorse trails, military

roads, macadam roads

iron horse or railroad

—_—
.
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ANSWER KEY FOR STUDENT'S ACTIVITY BOOK

"PATHS AND TRAILS"

Equipment for the Tr:il—p. 6

I = bow, arrow, Spear point

0 = canteen, watch, cucese, sleeping bag
XX = electric toaster, glass, gas can

Pick a Trail—p. 6
1. fighting
hunting
hunting
visiting or trading
trading
fighting
visiting or trading

— O Ly L o

Map Work About "Main Indian Paths of
Pennsylvania”—p. 4
Venango

Nemacolin's

. Pine Creck

borth

West ~ . v
North-South
Fast-West
Southeas.-Northwest
Northeast-Soutnwest
Conestoga

Catawba

Forbidden

—_
— D N OO~ O L T LD D

—_—
f Ny

"JIDER TRAILS"

Map Work of "Farly Trading Posts"==p. 9
3. From the cast—Harrisburg, Carlisle,
Shippensburg, Bedford, Ligonier,

Pitrshurgh

Sequence Cardslip. 10
Q 5 2, 3and b
ERIC ™ ™

- V 8.J

"TRAILS TO FORTS"
Map Work of "Prench and English Claims to the Ohio

Valley"—p. 12
2. Allegheny, Monongahela

"A ROAD TS NEEDED"

Fill the Ax—p. 21

Juwn Across
I, fort 2. posts
3. Duquesne 6. urgent
4, seventeen 1. recruit
3. jut 8. Cumberland
7. Redstone 9. route
9. rut. ; 10, axes
11, Trent

"ACROSS THE MOUNTAINS”

Fifteen Problems on the Way—p. 24

forest, dust, briars, Indians, heat, mud, ruts,
swamp, mountains, trees, rocks, vain, brambles,
mosquitoes, stumps

Tired Men—p. 24

broken axles, rough roads, defeated men,
heavy cannons, dense forests, dull axes,
jutting stumps |

Map Work on "Military Roads Across the Allegheny

- Mountains"—p. 24

twice or 2 times

Fort Necessity

Yo

110 miles

Alleghany and Monongahela

SN N B L o



"THE STURDY CONESTOCA"

Eduipment for a Conestoga Wagon=-p. 30

Act.vity | ~ Activity 2
A-1 blacksnzke whip | A-2
A-2 iron rimmed wheels .
A-3 homespua cloth (~4
A-4 wooden blocks Y
B-1 lazyhoard A-3
B-2 brake lever B-1
B-3 bells - C-1
B-4 hucker -3
(-1 tar pot B-3
C-2 wooden hoops A-1
C-2 feed box . B2
C-4 jack ' A-4
"THE CONESTOCA HORSE"
Find the Secret Woro=p. 32
l. merchandisc h. loncaster
2. whoa o lead horsge
3. vagoner 8. ree
4, strength i hav
3 six Conestoga

"TUE CONESTOGA L.«GONFR™

- Some Jobs Are Still the Sume—p. 35

motel casoline and oil
hotn reas.

tires stecring wheel
dmvetf‘"r Sedt

engine jack

brakes bridge

Which Does Not Belosg—p 3.

1. taverns 6. bells

2. lazyboard 1. Jack

3. trout 2, inns

4, bedroll, Y. tongue
o 5. saddle 10. haviess

86
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Even a Wagoner heeded to Know How to do 'Rithmetic—
p. 39
Hard
l. no
300 miles
not really
2 feet
. 160 yards
Harde1
1, $ls0
.1
3. 16 days
k., depends on car's length
5. depends on student's height
Hrdest
1. 91 sa. ft
2, between 165 months or 12 years to 181 months -
cr 13 years o
J. 9258
§26.41

™~

LJ'IJ_\W

o~

"FIKST NATLONAL ROAD"

Pike Fronlemg—p, 43
1. buivs
2. 270 passengers
3. 5144
L, 36 provided he worked all year
5§21
G, stage coach
12,9 or almost 13 miles per year

Map Wock on the National Road—p. 43
1. 260 niles |

2. Washington, Pennsylvania

3. 812 miles

What Might a Traveler See—p. 45
Ccnestogas, ditches, horses, wagoner,
milepost, mail, sheep, pike boys, caravan,
bridge, tavern, hogs, coach, mule, pass,

attle .
100
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