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FOREWORD

Tie souvtas wkky of the Southern States has recently aroused
unwonted attention on the pavt of the people of the United States.
That cconomic conditions were mnsatisfuctory: that social serviees,
ineluding edueation, were wholly inadequate; and ‘that these conditions,
with the isolation nrevalent in mountain sections, combined to set
the people of these nreas apart from normal farming communities,
has Jong been a nmtter of common kuowledge.

Definite undertakings looking toward rehabilitution on a region-
wide seale were not, however, nntil recently, seriously contemnplated.
The Federal Government, in the establishnient and maintenance of
the Tennessee Valley MAuthority, has now entered the region with
plans for reconstruetion of at least a lurge part of the area on an ex-
tensive scale.  I[nterest in edueation, as perhaps the most important
of the socinl services so long Inadequate, motivated this study of
educational conditions in the area. [t is believed it will serve a useful
purpose in furthering plans for continning the iniprovements in social’
conditions, now so nuspiciously begun, through providing authentie
information not hitherto available.

Brss GGoonyrooNTz,
ssistant Commissioner of fiducation.
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- EDUCATION
IN THE SOUTHERN MOUNTAINS

COAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Tue SourneERrN [1GHLANDS—-
A Favonrre TreMme oFr News axp Fierion -

AccorpiNg to an author and student of mountain life, there is no
section of our country of which there is “so much known that is not
true’” uws of the Southern Appaluchian Mountain regions.  Much of
what is “known’ about the southern hill country, its inhabitants, and
their education, is derived from fiction and colorful newspaper and
magazine articles.  [n order to eaptivate the intevests of the publie
or to arouse a desire to do something ubout prevalent conditions,
writers dealing with such problems naturally portruy the unusual and
the extreme. The discovery in 1929, for example, of an isolated
mountain community in which edueational opportunities were still
undeveloped suddenly hecame the subject of picturesque sccounts
spread far and wide by press and rostrum.  Yet school conditions for
the county as n whole of which this particulur hill community was a
part, were generally good. The people of the United States have
drawn from such sources and episodes the general and often mistuken
idea thut the conditions portrayed in these unusual localities are
typical of the southern mountains as n whole,

A mountain worker recently voiced his compluint of this mistaken
attitude toward this area as follows:

For many years the southern mountaineer has been the butt of
much highbrow ridicule.  ITe has been seandalously misrepresented
and often shamelully maligned. There are two main reasons for
this (reatient.  What the outside world has known about us in the
pust has been gained from reading hooks and magazine articles
whose scenes are laid in our mountaims,  The writers of these books
lwve puinted the mountain people as being feudists and moon-
shiners; as ignorant people living in fearful squalor and degradation;
as descendants of criminals in whose bloody footsteps they still
follow; as ignoramuses who resent the least appearance of anything

L 18045 — 58— 1
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modern.  Mountain books, short stories, novels, pictures, plays,
and collections of ballads galore have recently appeared--nearly all
of which are of an unsympathetic nature.  The authors ol these
productions chose to write about exceptional nnd isolated cases, or
moaginary cases, and brand them, without warrant or excuse, as
typieal mountain conditions.!

Although fully recognizing the tendeney of popular writers to
depict the extremo and thus to overdraw the picture, it is, neverthe-
less, true that scliool conditions n the southiern mountains constitute
a difficult problem. Reliable accounts of the type quoted below,
calling attention to the neglect and failure to bring educational
opportunities worthy of the term to such communities, could be
multiplied:

Unattractive and aninviting though this bleak little school build-
ing may be, to the mountain folk it brings a contuct with the out-
gide,  Within, the barrenness was somewhat dispelled by bright
pictures adorning the walls, But even theiv cheerfulness could
not conceal or counteract the meagerness of furnishings and equip-
raent; no teacher’s desk or chair, no shelf or drawer for books and
supplies, five desks for some score of children, four rough benelies
(one serving as teacher’s chair and desk), a blackboard limited to
one wall, » map of the world (Mercator’s projection), n defective
stove, a water pail, and a wash basin?

* + 4+ Those ol us who are working in schools on the secondary
level appreciate the reasons that have caused our boys and girls
to be poorly preparved for the work of the standard high school.
We know that m literally thousands of the one-room schools
throughout the mountain counties the children do not have text-
books. In Keotucky alone 30 percent of the boys and girls in the
rural schools lust year weve without textbooks; in many schools
not more than 10 percent were provided with schoolbooks. In
these same sehools there are no supplementary readers, no charts,
no maps, no material for educational seatwork. The blackboards
are so shek one can searcely niake a mark with a piecce of chalk,
and pieces of old felt hats are still wsed for erasers.  Under such
conditions we find great soul lunger and little food with which to
satisfy that bunger. 1t is perfectly apparent that boys and girls,
whose educational opportunities have been such as these, have not
had a faiv start in flife. Their retardation is castly understood.
Those of us who work in these schools, those of us who have studied
the educational problems of this seetion in comparison with those of
otlier sections know thut in the mountain counties boys and givls
do not enjoy equal educational opportunities.?

1Soutberland, K. J. The chaneing southern mountaineer  Virgima journal of education, September
1930,

3 Hiteh, Margaret. Lafe In the Blue Ridge Uollow  Journal of geography, 30° 309-323, November 1931,

3 Baird, W.J. Educatien  Mountam life and work, vol. IX, no 2, July 1933,
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ExteExT AND CHARACTER OF THE SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS

The area designated as the Southern Mountains is composed of a
variety of communitics.

and economie survey ol
Southern Mountain area

The region recognized in a recent social
the Departnent of Agriculture* as the
and consideved in this bulletin, embraces
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Frounre - ~Location and expanse of the Sou hern Appalachian Mountaing and

205 counties.
Caroling, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia.
Smaller sections of Maryland,
frequently classed as belonging
are not included in this study.
acres.
Southern Mountains are a part

¥ Beonomie and so¢al problems and conshitions of the southern \ppalachians
Department of Agniculture, 1945

O

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

the connties seleeted for speeial study.
It lies within six States  Georgia, Kentueky, North
See fig. 1)
South Carolina, and Mabama are
to this general area but these units
The total area comprises 55,375,580
any of the six States ol which the
and i greater in aren by 13,000,000

It 1s larger by far than

Washiglon, 1°, 8,
hscellaneons Pabhoanon No 2050 pp 12
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acres than all the New Enghad States combined.  Tts greatest
fength is about 500 miles; its greatest width 200 miles.  The total
arca has a population of nearly 5,000,000,

As a whole the region is sparsely populated,  Low population
density, as will be seen later, is one of the chiefl difficultios to be met
in providing suceh social services as publie edueation.  While sparsity
of population is characteristic of the area there are two eities, namely,
Chattanoogn and Knoxville in Tennessee, each with more than
100,000 population.  Six other cities, namely, Clarksburg and
Charleston in West Virginia, Roanoke in Virginia, Asheville in
North Cavoling, Johnson City in Tennessee, and Ashland in Ken-
taeky, have populations ranging hetween 25,000 and 100,000, There
are several other eities such as Charlottesville and Bristol in Vir-
ginin; Bluefield, Fairmont, and Moreantown in West Virginia; and
Rome in Georgin, cach of wliieh has a population of more than 15,000,
Moroover, there are within the area connty seats and minor industrial
centers with populations ranging between 2,300 and 13,000, In the
arban centers the edueational services and faeilities are as a rule as
well developed as in other urban communities of the Nation.

ABiLiTy TO SUrrowr ScHoOLs

In many communities in the more sparsely settled mountainous
seetions, facilities for publie edueation are inadequate or entirely
lucking. In laree parts of the area the farms ave extremely small] " T
1930 almost one-half of the farmsdn this hightand region were less than
30 acres in area,  Fully one-third were less than 20 acres,  Their size,
lack of fertility, hillside location, and eroded condition make for low
neomes,

Data are available from a variety of sources showing the prevailing
sitimtion,  ‘The Department of Agriculture survey states:

On more than 50 pereent of the 383,870 farms, the firm value of
all farm produets sold, traded, or used by the farmer’s family was
under $600 per farmy; on about 30 pereent the value per farnu was
undler $400, I about 18 pereent of the minor civil divisions comn-
prizing the Southern Highlands the average valne of the farm prod-
wets traded or sold was under $200 and in about 3 pereent it was
under $100 per farn’

The amount given represents the gross production of the farms
studied.  More than 40 pereent of the farms in the region were elassi-
ficd ns self-sufficing, meaning that the value of the produets used
directly by the farm family was equal to or gremer than (he value of
all erops, livestoek produets, forest produets, or other farm produets
sold or traded during the year.  In other words, on two out of every

Ihidd, . #1,



E

five farms all of the conunodities produeed were necessary to supply
the imuedinte needs of the fandly, leaving no cash witle which to
purchase the “all else” ¢ so essential to a good life,  Moreover, the
produets available ave so liited in variety, if not in quantity, as to
afford subsistence farm fwnilies only a low stundard of living.

Table 1 shiows the average income of farmers of the mountain coun-
ties compared with that of all counties within the respective States.
If certain mountain counties were separated from the group average
for comparison, the value of production per farm would be even less.
According to a study of a group ol representative mountain famihies in
Kentucky, “the total cash income *  * * amounted to less than
$45 per family * ¥ * the average dwelling house was wortlt $110
and the entire capital, including land, buildings, Hivestock, tools, and
other items of equipment was 83517

PanLie L—-Average jarm incomet of mounlain counlies compared lo tolal counties

|
! - . '
Net production: | Cash value of sales
vilue per farm ¢ per farm person
person 102 1929

State R - -—- - ==

i Ul l Mom- Moun-

[ fam 1 e tain
. conntics ] counties | counties connics
L 2 ' 3 { H

o e DR N e - . L = A R [
(leorgin, - . . $179 | 12 3126 393
Kentucky.. . . © 200 115 s 54
North Carolina . 83 " 131 63
‘Tennessee . . | 190 880 - 12 h
Virginin - 05t 19 138 129
West Virginla. 7t 161 105 . 85

1 8pillman, ¢ 0,
Jnmary 1934,
3 Net. production value emials value of ¢yery tng produced minus feed produesd for liyvesloek.

Rome econmpie problems of woantain farmers  Mountawm life mud work, 91 22-23,

The situation for one section of Northh Carolina has been sun-
marized as follows: 8
In our immediate seetions the average (annual) income of the
smull farmer is between $85 and $90. The farmer has, of course,
his garden and his land from which he gets most of his living, but
$90 does not offer much margin for taxes, clothes, books, education,
secds, fertilizer, ete. For a single trip from the county seat we pay
the doctor $7. * * * The topography and history of the
mountain country expluin why over large areas our elementary
schools have been very poor.  While they are improving greatly,
8 (ross, John O Al ebse.  Mountain life and work, vol 10, July 1934
7 Nicholls, W. D), Famulles on subnnwgtial and - Mountan hfe nnd work, vel 10, April 1934

# Carnphell, Mrs. Olve 1. Adjustment to rurid industrnd change with special reference to wmonntain
arens. Proceedings of the Natjonal Edueation A~-ocrihon, 67 181 5y, 1920,
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they ure still very inudequate. s woresult we hase a large popula-

tion wliiely, if not getually illiterate, 1s yery limited in education,

This population presents a special educational problem of which

we hear mueh, and whiclh must always be consulered, but whicl

cannot be considered apart from the economie and gocial phases of

p() ve ].t y * b l-'

Evidenee presented lanter in this study indieates that the taxable
weurlth on which schools draw in lavge part for support is less adequate
in mountain than in the nonmountain areas (see p. 32) of the same
States. A number of studies comparing State tax resources indieate
that the Southern States” which inchule the mountain area are gen-
erally less able economieally to support schools thun {hose in certain
ather seetions of the country,  Since both loeal and State sources of
income are inndeguate as compared with other areas, the mountain

Home on the road to Old Rag, Vi,

section appears to have a double handicap from the point of view of
schoal support.

Socianl axn Kcoxoae CoNprrioss

The eauses of bhackward social and economie conditions in the
southern mountain areas have been discussed widely by many
authors and need not he considered at length here.  Conditions
have been rapidly chaneing during the last 23 years.  lmproved

SHmaneitae pabbe e dacster . Woshineton NVitienal balueion Assoctation, 37 Resewreh Bul-
letim, vol NV, No 1o



schools, public and private; roads; hospitals; telephone and telegraph
lines; eleetrie lighting; and modern home conveniences are among the
influences now oyercoming isolation and social backwnrdness.

The program aund activities of the Tennessee Valley Authority '
have recently given encouragement to the people of the southern
mountains, Efforts are being made through its Division of Social and
Eeconomic Development to study the resources of the aren, develop
its potentinlities, and plan u program of action. This program is
designed to improve the general soelal and economic welfare of this
seetion of the Nation, as well as to exchude from eultivation the por-
tions undesirable for the muintenunee of homes and community lifé,
The effeets of these changes upon edueation should be signifieant.

In an intensive study of 428 representative families living in the
mountain areas of castern Tennessce, eastern Kentueky, and western

Home of family of 10 which has been on relief for 18 months,

North Carolina, Prof. Lester R. Wheeler ' gathered data showing
changes during the past 25 vears in the home, community, and
economic life of the sonthern mountaineer.  [e coneluded that during
these yeurs the average mountain family has decreased in size from
mlmr B, The Tennessee Valley looks to the future  Jonrnal of the Natiooal Edueabion
Assoelation, 23: 233 15, December 1931

It Wheeler, Lester R A stindy of the retnote motnt an people of the Tennessen Valley  Jou nul of
the Tenpesseo Acidemy of Sewenee, 20 J unmry 1945
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about 10 members to 85 that the average mountain home has changed
from a “one-roomi and lean-to-structure’ to a two-story, frame
building of five rooms; that the very limited stock of home-made
furnishings has been replaced by factory-made Durniture, including a
sewing machine, a vietrola, and a cloek; that in every 100 families
the number of home owners has inereased by 4, the number of renters
has inereased by G, and the number of squatters has deereased by 10 in
place of one cow per family which constituted the average possession
inlivestoek in 1910, practically every fumily now has two cows, n hog or
two, and several ehickens; wagons and trueks have largely supplanted
the wooden slip-drags and the horse and the automnbile have to a
large extent supplanted travel on foot,  Where travel by train was
practically unknown 25 years ago, 67 pereent of the mountain people
now report having ridden on a train. The influence of more and
better schools is seen in the inerease of the family librarvy {rom the
Bible and an almanae in 1910 to 32 volumes, a weekly or monthly
magazine, n fountuin pen and ink in 1935; improvements were also
noted in such basie things as home sanitation, the place of women in
society, and the general standards of living,  The study summarizes
the situation by pointing out. that the social and economic status of
the average mountain home of 25 vears ago closely resembled the
lower 10 pereent of those found in that region today.

1t appears probable, therefore, that the extreme conditions com-
monly depicted by the lllmuluw dealing with the southern mowntains
represent accurately only the lower 10 pereent (according to the author
just quoted) of the homes and commnmnities of this region and vot the
average.  However, this estimafed pereentage involves o large
number of hovs and girls for whom the presence or absence of an
opportunity for an eduecation is a matter ol real hmportance. It is
the pirpose of this study to present datn to show educational con-
ditions both in the more backward mountain commuunities and in
the soufifern mountain regions generally,

L4



CHAPTER 11

SCHOOL CONDITIONS IN THE
SOUTHERN APPALACHIANS

Praxy or e Sreny

Tiis coaPTER presents the following information concerning echiea-
tional conditions and eflicieney of the school systems: (1) The average
odueational practices in the five counties of cach State which are
generally regarded the most mountainons and consequently present
the greatest difficulties in the development of public edueation;
(2) the avernge echieational practices in five representative counties
in the nonmountainous area of each State; (3) the average edueational
practices in all of the counties of ench of the States commonly regarded
as forming o part of the Southern Appalachian area; and (4) the
average echicational practices in each State as a whole. It isapparent
that the total mountain region of each State contains all gradations
of mountainousness and that the averages for the total mountain
counties will include the data for the most mountainous counties.
Also the averages for the States as wholes include hoth the most
mountainous and the nonniowntainous counties,

A comparison of conditions among type arcas in each State will indi-
eate the extent to whieh mountain conditions have retarded eduen-
tional developments.  The comparisons will, of course, not be as sharp
nor will the differences be as great when the measures are reduced
to averages for groups of counties as il data for cach county were
presented separately.

The statistics in this seetion were gathered in part from the pub-
lished reports and files of the six State departments of education
which exercise jurisdietion over the scliools of the area. In some
cases statistical adjustments in the data available were essential in
order to seenre comparability,  In a few instances, additional data
were gathered directly from the schools.

The data eniploved are for the most part for the sehool year 1929-30
and pre-date the period of the depression,  However, other studies
ol educationnl changes indicate that the sealing down of sueh public
services us education has been fairly proportional between mountain
and nonmountain commumities, the poorer school distriets suffering
somewhat greater peductions. The differences between the educational
situations in 1929-30 and now are not, therefore, as great as one might

L8ULS ey 9

ERIC oAb

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



expeet,
to year,

Ordinarily school conditions do not vary greatly from year

The 1920-30 data have the advantage of heing comparable

to the datn published by the United States Census Report, a souree
(The data deal with educationat
conditions among white persons unless otherswise indicated.)

Scope and Selting of Swurvey.- The names of the entire group of
mountuin counties as well as those of the counties seleeted to represent,

frequently drawn upon in this study,

the most mountaimous

follows:

and the

GLRORGIA

nonmountainous seelions are as

Monntam conaties

Nonmountain

coutties
Uartow *Fannin Ny Walher IFufton
“(aloosa Floy«d Likens White Laarens
Chatooga Gilmer Polk Wit Geld Liberty”™
Cherohee Cordon Rahun Putnam
Dade Labersham * Powns | Randolph
*awson *Lampkin 1 nan .
'
KENTUCKY
. — - —— e —

Bell Harlin Lotelier Powell Barren
Boyd *Juehson MeCreary Pulask Bullett
Breathitt Johnson Maueoflin Rocheastle Daviess
*Carter Knoft Muartin Rowan Frankhn
Clay Knoy Menifee Wuyne (lraves
(*linton Laarel Morgan W hitley
*Elhot Lawrence *Owsley Wolfe

JONETI Lee Perry

Floyd *Leshie Pike

NORTH CAROLINA
[ l J—

Aleannder Cherokee Melowell Swain ! Beaufort
*Alleghany Clay *Macen Trunsy Ivanin (aswell
“Ashe Cleveland * Maddon *Watauga Columbus
Avery Graham Matehell Wilkes Moore
RNuncninbe Haywood Yolk Yancey Wake
Burke Uenderson Rutherford

Calawell Jackson sy |

TENNESSUE

\nderson Frankim Loudon Roane Berford
Bledsos Grainger Medmn *Heott Davidson
Bloant Cireene Marton Nequatehlo Hardin
Bradiey firundy Mews Sever Henry
Carphell Hamblen YMouroe Sullivan Lauderdale
Carter Uannlton “Morgan Unticol

Clatborne Hancock Overton U"nion

Cocke Haw hins Pichott Vian Buren

Coffea JefTerson Polk Warren

Cuntberlan:d *Johnson Lutnam Waslungton
,Fontres Knay Rhen White

'

i

tldicutes counties seleeted to represent the most mountainous sections of these States.,
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VIRGINTA

Mountnin counties :\'“z‘;:}‘[‘]‘;i‘:‘g“l"

Alb¢marle Cralg Loudouu Russell Chesterfield
Alleghany Diekiwsou Madison Seott Fairfay
Amhont I"puciuer Mountgomery Shenandonh Halifax
Augusta Floyd Nalson sSmyth King Willinm
Bath *Franklin Papgs Tarowell Southampton
Bedford Frederick *Patrick Warren

*Bland *(Hles Puluski Washington
Boutetourt Grayson Ruappahannock Wisg

*Duchanun {ireene Roanoke Wythe
Currolt Highland Rockbridge
Clarke Lee Rockingham

WEST VIRGINTA

Barhour Uardy Mineral *Randolph Cabell
Uerkeley Hnarrison Mingy sunuuers Jackson
Boone Jolferson Monongalia Taylor Obio
Broxion Knnawha Monroe ‘Tucker Rutehio
Clay Lewis Morgen Upshur Tyler
Faystle Lincoln Nicholas Wayne

Qilmer {.ogan *Pendleton Webster
*Crant MeDowell Pocabontas *\Yyoming

(ireenhrier Marjon Preston

Hgpshire “Merger Raleieh

*[ndieates connties selected to represent tho most mountainons sections of these States.

The counties constituting the total mountain area included in this
study are marked out with o heavy broken line on a map of the south-
eastern quarter of the United States. (See fig. I.) On this map are
shown. through distinetive hatchings, the location of the five counties
selected to represent the most mountainous sections, as well as the
five counties selected to represent the nonmountainous areas of each
State. The former were selected from a group ranked by school
officials {rom each State as areas which are most mountainous and in
which mountain conditions definitely influenced educational develop-
ment. The latter were selected at random, care being taken that one
connty in each State contained one of the larger urban centers and that
all nonmountain sections of each State were represented.

The six States with which this study is concerned constitute an avea
of 253,617 sque:a miles (see table 2), 85,356 of which are included in the
area known as the Soutbern Highlands.  About two-thirds of this area
is in three of the States—West Virginia, Virginia, and Tennessee.

The arca within the Tennessee Valley Authority is outlined in figure
I. Itineludes 23,477 square miles, or 27.5 percent of the total South-
ern Highlands. More than three-fourths of the mountain section of
Tennessee and about one-half of that of North Carolina are included
under the Valley Authority.

11
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Tasre 2, Sgaare mdes i the varoons groups of coundies and in those scelions of
the Tennessce Valley Authorily ieluded in ths study

'

‘Type ofare: Georst li\l:‘l';l) ‘ (:rhrllnlnh 11{\::'(- 3 “"i"” ) }:L'tl\rfm Slhﬂll\v\
' i
PR - . - ‘ .
1 3 2 T 6 7 ]
. : ! o D
| | ‘
3 most mountamons counhies, ' I i o J ’
Total e . Ly 1,048 1,013 4,532 ! 2,125 ‘ doNT 12, %32
TVA . S o 0. LM Lt 33 R N b
Hnonmonntan counties: i : | | :
Total 2405 20 RN R I 2,006 1 1,632 11,771
TVA U 0 ™o, T u! 0l 1,583
Entire mouttain conntes: i ' ; | !
Totd . J N (AL P02 S0, 1T, 1,8 18,091 1 3, 350
TYA i 1,534 4 0 o120 1 13, 107 S H2 ) 4] DATT
ntire Stale: , ; , ! | : !
POUL - e e : 5,0 L0150 B0, fLesT o2 ] 20w oss 617
TVA .- .- Lot B2 Euor 52 0 33,418
Percent of total State i moun- i | ! 1 ‘ t ;
Lau et ! 1"y 0! 2y 1L 181 ' W0 3.6
Tercent of nountun area in ] ' . | i i {
TV AL . R 00 19 4 TTag wol 00 ’ LA
Tercent o tatal 86 ute 1 TV A 2h 2 1"t s T (] 132

Tar BovoatioNal ProsreM 1x TeErMs 0F NUABERS

The first aspeet of education in the southern mountains to be
examined here conecerns the number of children of schiool age living
within tlie area.  The age groups as given in the table roughly corre-
spond to the periods of elementary and. secondary education. (See
table 3.) In the 205 mountain counties of the six States, slightly
more than a million children 7 to 15 years of age and somewhat fewer
thau halt a million of those 16 to 20 years of agelive.  From the stand-
point of potential school atteidance, therefore, approximately a
million and a hall boys and girls ave 111\'()1\'0(1-»11(\1111\/ 40 percent of the
children of the designated age "‘l()ll])S in the six States. About half as
many children of school age live in the most mountainous as in the
nonmountain counties. The differences are particularly marked in
Georgin and in Tennessee.

The duta ])10%011[0(1 in table 3 shiow also the distribution of the youth
by nge groups in the mountainous and nonmountainous sections of
these States. The proportion of children 16-20 years of age to the
total group is considerably greater in the latter than in the former, the
differences heing greatest in Tennessee and least in Virginia. This
indicates the tendency of older children to forsake the mountain com-
munities to find homes and occupntions elsewhere.  The differential
is not affected by persons attending schools away from home because
the children were enumerated where they reside rather than where
they attend school,  The general tendeney for children of the post-

12

i3



E

O

elementary school ages to leave the mountain conununities is more
evident when the factor of sparsity is considered than when population
data only are compared. (See table <) The natvral sparsity of
population in the mountain counties and the tendeney of the children
to leave home carly together constitute one of the chiel diftieulties
in making suitable school facilities available, partievdarly for secondary-
school children. Of course it 1s possible that il better educational
opportunities were accessible, the mountain ehild wounld not lenve home
so early.

Tanur 3. —Population by age growps and by the varivus groups of counties !

- i

- o 1 . i
Ages by type of area | Georgin l}l‘l:,',‘\‘; (~,\”':,r|li|,'m . '"lf.‘(“"‘" Vi | \}:E‘“}“ ; Total
i i i I
' } f i ;
1 b I 5 6 Y
, .

i i ! { { } 1

5 most mountainous countes: ' ‘1 ! 1 | * j’
=15 .. Lo . | TOTE e 1 17, 790 16,565 | 16,929 ‘ 25,900 Gy, 562
16-20. - FU 3, 857 l 6, 238 | i i 7,72 1‘ TR0 12,197 ! 15,378

i nonmeuntain counties: } ! | f : [ :
=15 .. . . 10,082 | 22,00 29,175 | 1,600 ° 15,605 | 36, 152 P18, 06
16-20 .. PN ILTH0 TR TR 1 I A Y SR (Y 100, 445

205 mountain cotunties: ! ' ‘ ‘ - !
715 . P ) GTeNAA 196,287 141,200 ‘l 212,067 182, WY 249, 205 1 1,080, 010
0620 . L - 30, 112 THOoNE T ST UT1 T 109,712 0 TT, M3 127, 249 475, 350

Entire State: ; | \ '
70 . . vous0, 300, ANL TEE 0 ISONTH ¢ 1T, 800 ¢ 349, 82 $37, 561 2,518, 881
16 20 [ HuR 20,00 Voo oo 25 100 1N E23 162,658 1, 187, G2

! Data from U8 Census Report, 1930

TasL 4.~ - Children of elemeniary and secondary school ages per square nuale, 1930

f

1. North by U Wes
Ages by 1y pe of area Georen l}x::ll‘l:: i Caro- ‘I(‘\'L“}‘“" 1.'\ulll;;\ i \ch‘
H | f lina ‘ | 1 ginia
——— - ! b i - :_._«.__
1 A A
e P
, [ ! i ’
5 mpst mountalnous counties ! , { ’
3 F A, G020 9B vl 65 sul a3
1620 ... . T 'R S B T R N I
& nonmountain counties; | ! ' ; | |
TolBaan. - . 196 113 S0, dad) 6L G
1-20ics e - ) wa o ET Wy i uao 1 du 23
Fatire mountain connties® ' i ] I !
T e . . SToomse Wl oy, i 131
16-20 mecr oo 1 61 53 63, 10 [
Entire Stale: : |
Tt ae e . . 6t e 1w is, K7L 1L
6-20.... . _ 3 o 19 80, a4 [
i
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Avarnaninrey axo Accessiminiry or Scenoons A Geyeran View

Perhaps the most importunt consideration relating {o school condi-
tions in the southern mountains is the question of whether or not there
are schools available within reasonable distances of the children’s
homes.  The factors involved in this question are many and complex.?

Comprehensive information concerned with school aceessibility is
not available.  Data which provide certain sigmificant indices are,
however, presented as indicative of the situation,  They concern Uw
propartion of children of school age enrolled in school; the comprrative
enrollments in the elementary and secondury grades; the average num-
ber of square miles per elementary and per secondary sehool; and the
per-pupil expenditure for transportation.

Proportion of children aticnding sehool. - The proportion of children
ol school age enrolled in school 1s considered a practieal measure of
school availability. 1l the proportionsin caclivof the several age groups
compare favorably with those in other communities, it may be as-
sumed that schools are availuble.  However, evidence of enrollment
does not necessarily mean that the schools are readily aecessible or
that the children attend regularly.  In table § data are presented
showing percentages of persons attending school in the several types
of arcas for the age groups 7 15, 16 20, and 21 years and over, cor-
responding roughly to the periods conmonly associnted with the ele-
mentary school, the high school plus junior college, and college plus
any organized efforts in the field of adult education, respectively.  In
order to get an index of sehool enrollment for the entire school age
group, the total number of children 7 15 years of age and those 16 20
veurs of nge were combined and pereentages found for the proportion
reported to have been in sebool in each type of community studied,

These data indieate that of the childven 7 to 15 yews ol age, the
period st closely affeeted by thie compulsory attendance laws,?
from 5.7 to 19.7 pereent failed to attend school during the school year
indieated.  For the counties representing the most mountainous
sections of these States, the proportions not enrolled in school ran
consistently higher than those of the representative nonmountain
counties of the same States,  In the mountain counties of Kentueky,
nearly one of every five children of elementary school age lailed (o
enroll In school; attendance in the nonmountain counties of this
State was 12,6 percent higher than the average lor the mountain

ook, Ratherine A, and Gaumnpite, W 1L Avadability of schools riral commumties, fn the
Status of Wural Edneation. Bloomington, 1, Public School Pabhshie Co L 1930 (National Socety fo
the Study of Edueation, doth Yearbook, Parf 1)

Chummtz, W L Ay ndabiity of publiceseliool ednestion in rural connumtios,  Waslungton, Govern-
ment Printing Ofliee, 13t (4 & Departinent of the Intenor, U{Yl ofh(lumtmn Bullefin 1930, No 31)

3 The compulsory Liwe of Kentiekhy, Tennessee, and West V' lr;:mm requare the attenduncee at school
of all children 7 16 yeurs of age, Viemimy, 715 North Carohan, 7 11, awd Georgia, 8 1
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counties, closely puralleling the percentages in the same age group in
the nonmountain sections ol the other five States studied.  The non-
attendance was wmore than 10 pereent in the most mountainous
counties of all of the States except West Virginia,

Tanwr 6. Percentages U of white persons of various age groups altending any lype
of school during the period from April 1929 o JApril 1930

! P Do - -
R I R
1 t
[ - - P ) e ) e ma a— R ——s
1
1 Lo l 50 ! 3 6 7
e+ ‘ : i ,,,,, | —
5 1081 IMOUNEAINOUS COLt oS, | i
15 . 88 ‘ 50 8 80 87 0 813 3.2
w20 . . . R i M,7 el wma 2.6 6.3
Totnl, 7-20.. Gy R GR3 271 03 67.2 75.0
Over 20 . . - Ly Ls L 1 Lt 14
5 noumountianous coutities i | .
7-15. . . . Poouny YL 5 92 9 ot 2 04,3
16-20 ] ] R I TN 3L 35 6
Total, 7-20 . Tlu] T w2 Tl T Th
Over 2. ... ‘ - e 13 N 10 1.3
Entire Slate: I ’
715 .. 1 LTI 59, | 91 N 00 3 00 4 02,5
1620 . . . } CooE0| By 3 s 312 427 3.5
Total, 7-20 .. ! (BT { s T W09, 0.7 o
Over 20 ! 1t I 101 L3 1 L4
1 | i {

I For the Untted Rtates the follow mg pereentages attended school from the several see groups: 7 to 15,
03 3; 16 to 20, 35.0; 7 to 20, 73.49; over 20, 1 L. Data from U, 8, Consis Report, 1930,

Of the children 16-20 years of age in the mountain sections of the
several States, approximately two-thirds did not attend schiool during
the period.  This compares fairly elosely with percentages found for
these Southern States as wholes, as well as with percentages for the
entire Nation. But when the perceutages for the most mountainous
and the nonmountainous counties are compared, substantial differ-
entials may again he noted in favor of the latter, West Virginia again
providing the exception.  Among persons more than 20 yvears ol age,
the percentages show relatively small differences among the various
types of areas.

The differcuees between the percentages for the most niountain-
ous anl nonmountainous sections ol the various States are less
marked among older children. They are no doubt able to walk
greater cistunees.  Those going to colleges no longer travel daily the
distance from home to school, MNoreover, some ol the schools for
pupils of high-school age are boarding schools, especially in the more
mountainous seetions.  Private und philanthropic enterprises make
a great effort to bring older persons from the nore backward com-
munities into contact with edireational opportunities.

Elementary and secondary school enrollments—.\ccessibility should
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be considered also from the standpoint of the grade level attained.
Data preseided in table 6 show that only o small proportion of children
ol the more mountainous sections arve enrolled in high school,  While

Nehool consolidation and aceessibility must contend with roads like these.

the figures upon which these percentages are hased do not include
data from the missionary and philanthropie schools, it does not
seem probable that the incliusion of children enrolled in thein would
materially alter the situation.
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In every State the nonmountain counties show much lnvger per-
centages of tho entire publicsschool envollments attending high school
than the mountain counties. I all the children old enough to attend
the last 4 years of the public schools were enrolled in these erades, the
percentage should approximate 30. That this pereentage is seldom
reached is indicated by the fact that the Nation’s schools as u whole
average only 17.1  In city school systems it tends to approach more
closely the maxinuun than in ruval communities.  This fact nccounts
largely for the 30.6 pereent of the school population found in high
school in the nonmountain counties of Georgia,  Fulton County, Ga.,
contains the city of Atlanta, in which envollment in high school is high
compared to that in other aveas of the State.

TABLE G- -Purcent of enlire public-school enrollment found in clementary and
in secondary grades?

! 1

t ' i
"Fypes of sehools by 1¥pe of aren : (reorgia | ‘&2{\“ “ (;3:}(12” ! l‘l;"(,"‘_“b' [ Vi | \‘»;:l;:llm
———— e e e A ! L —
1 ” 2 3 ! i 3 # 7
e . [V SR .
| | i !
5 most mountainous connties, !
Elementary . . o 1y 80 1 97 92,1 86 7
Secondary. . : by UC R (' 53] 7 18.3
& nonmeuntatn cotinties® 1 ,
Elementary. .. . [ 69 1 . RN X3l l RYiN| 1 83 3 83.6
Secondary. ... e : 306 10t 169 10y 16,7 36,1
Entire mountain countics. ) . ! |
Blementary ... H WS 038 s L 80 1 . 8061 881
Secondary...... . .. i 2 G2 139 10 4 139 14,9
Entire State: | . H
Elementagy. . . .. . 20 N2 87 LR st LY}
Secondary., . . ' 17 6 s 1.3 124, 16 6 ) 145

t For the United States us a whole 82 9 percent of the pubhe-sehool enrollinent was in the elementars
grades In 1930 anl 17 1 percent was in the secondary grades, “The secondary grades are here defined as $he
last 4 grades of the yublic-school organization,

Comparatively few of the ehildren inschool in the most mountainous
counties, particularly in Georgia, Kentueky, or Virginia, attend high
schoel, unless they go to nonpublic schools or schools outside of their
home counties.  Opportunities for secondary education are probably
not available in the howe counties.  ¥While fairly high pereentages of
those 16 to 20 years of age are attending school (see table 5), many
arve eyvidently still in the grades, and are either marking time beenuse
no high sehools are available or are retarded.

2hrea per school in square miles und transportation erpenditures.-—
Further evidence that the opportunity to obtain a secondary school
education al public expense is not generally provided in the most
mountainous seetions of these States may be found in the data showing
the average area per high school (see table 7). It secius reasonuble to

-
18045° - Bymand . 1%
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assume that, barring the use of boarding and {ransportation fucilities
as means of overcoming distance from school, the average area served
by the secondary school of a given conununity should not be much
greater than the area served by the clementary schwol.  The arcas
per elementary school are, therefore, likely to represent closely the
maxinwm attendance arcas of the high schools. Tt may be noted
(see table 8) that in the moimtain counties comparatively little money
is spent for pupil transportation, thus indicating that the accessibility
of the schools provided 1s not materially improved through this means.
And, so far as is known, provisions are seldomt made {ront public funds
to pay the board of pupils who attend high school away from home,
If, therefore, the hasic assumption is granted, it is clear from the data
presented that compareatively wide areas of the most mountainous
counties are not within reach ol schools oflerine high-school work.

Tante 7. <tecrage nunber of square miles por public sehool

)
Ty pes of selinols by 1y po of aren Goorgia 115('{‘3 (“:\l;::ltllxlm . l"::ﬂ"" Virginia \':);;Tntiu
{ ] 3 4 3 [ 7
5 host moetintaions counties '
Al ~ehools . PO [ L3 6.8 9.3 7.3 5.0
1igh seliools W e . . IYAR 106 5 25,6 159 105, 4 55,0
5 nonmeountain countios: l
Allschools L . . 138 5N 151 84 15.8 3.2
High sehoolsonenoneean. ol . - 3.7 516 N7 61,0 08, 6 i1 7
Total State: :
Allsehools_ . 183, 54 ot 8,3 1IL3 3.9
Nigh schools.... ... .~ . . i 6 550 63 6! 65,3 67.0 54.8

TBLE 8- Average cxpenditures for pupil iransportation per public school

5 most 5 non-
State t mountun- | mouninm § Total Stafe
jous countivs} counties
|

1 ] 3 f 4
Georgn ‘ $o0 $as | 53
Kentuehy ! ! 2 At 38
North Carolina j 135 6896 616
Tennessee . . . 63 st | 159
Virginia i ~ 1 435 H 971
West Virgin i . : 32 106 85

tRums spent for pupl transportition were partially estitnted hom expenditires reported for asndliary
agerncles

The average area in square miles served by all schools in the non-
mountain counties is greater in (reorgia, North Caroling, and Virginia
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than in the mountain counties of these States. However, the non-
mountain counties in these States show unusually large expenditures
for pupil fransportation. In the other three States the average areas
vary comparatively little for all schools. The area per high school is,
however, considerably greater for the mountain counties of all six
States than for the nonmountain counties.  In Kentucky and Tepnes-
sce the average area per high school is nearly twice and in Georgia
more than three times as great in the most mountainous counties as
in the nonmountain counties. Ifven if the secondary schools were
centrally located and if the children could travel to and from such
schools in a direct line “as the crow flies”, those living farthest away
would obviously have to travel long distances to school. In the most
mountainous countics of Georgia, for example, the distance might
be more than 6'; miles cach way. High schools in the mountain
counties are as & rule in villages not often located in the geographical
center of the respective counties. Moreover, the more mountainous
the arca, the more likely it is that a given point ean be reached only
by a circuitous route.

Although the data presented thus far are somewhat general and
indirect in character, they indicate that public schools, especinlly high
schools, are not as available in the mountain as in the nonmountain
arens of the States in question and that inaccessibility is more serious
in the most mountainous counties. Tt also appears that many
children of high-school age attending school are still in the elementary
grades.

SoME MEASURES OF THE AMOUNT AND QUALITY OF SCHOOLING

Grade levels attuined.—Table 9 presents data concerned with the
grade levels to which the children in the different types of areas are
retained in school. Taking the third grade as representing 100 per-
cent attendance, percentages were computed which show. the extent
to which the children are still in school when the sixth grade, the first
vear of high school, and the last year of high school, respectively, are
reached. The third grade is used as n basis beeause, by the time the
child reaches this grade, he is normally 8 or 9 years of age.  1eis old
enough to withstand the hardships entailed in traveling reasonable
distances to school and not old enough to be kept home for work or to
stay away from school because he thinks himsell too grown up to
attend.

The data indicate that there are about two-fifths as many pupils in
the sixth grade of the schools of the most mountainous counties of
Kentucky as in the third grade.  In the nonmountain counties of the
State fully two-thirds of the pupils are retained to the sixth grade.
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In Tennessee and Virginin also the pereentages of pupils retained to
tal b

the sixth grade are higher in the nonmountain counties,  In North
bl b

Curolina, however, a lurger proportion of pupils of the most moun-

tainous counties stay in schoot to the sixth grade than in the

nonmountain counties,

TusLe 9 Ratios U of pupils enrolled {n sicth grade of the public clementary selool,

e first year of high school, and the last year of high school to cacl 100 pupils i
the thord grade, 1930

Grade levels reached by type of nrca Guorgny 111::1'\1\ ('T;;:flll‘x:,n 1 ‘f:,"l"'”' Ve ' \.}I\_u‘;":m
N oo . -
{ . 2 3 4 5 8 E 7
: ! : ‘ |

P - - heo | C | I
5 most mounbanes connties ! ; | !

Sinth ginde S s 1 792 s T2 LN

First year high school . . . 190 16 3 ’ ooy | 243 25,7 152

Last year Wgh <chool . 70 ki IS 1.2 v 16,8
d noumountain counties ' ! ! |

Sixth grade W } Gtn T w22 BN St

First year high sehoa AN Coowal ma Aln

Last 3 ear high sehool. . B ;47 2045 wy, o3 25,3
Intire meuntain counties: | | ' ’ |

Sivth grade v 7 82N LN 705 EEER 2

First year ngh school . 32, RINI 1y 328 301 341

Last y ear hich sehool mns Hhe 17 2 154 ’ 150 H{IR]
Fntire State: ! , j

~ivth grade - \ . i3 60 & Tt 732 ™3 N3

et ye i tueh sehool (W] 30 tv 4 47 2 125 HI

Last 3 car lugh school [T U 03 I 208 177

i

t Por the publieschools for w ntes of the Natton as o whole the ratiosare, respectively, s 4, 72 1, and 36,1

Ratios of enrollments in the first year of high school to those in the
third grade are higher in the nommountain counties of all the States.
Indeed, comparisons for both the first and lust years of high school
show the effeet of mountainousness wupon pupil retention. If the
datn presented in table 10 are representative, there are whole mountain
counties i the six States in which only about two of five ehildren
receive as nuich as a sixth-grade edueation.  Even the best of the more
mountainous counties seldom keep niore than three-fourths of the
children through this grade.  With the exception of West Virginia and
North Carolinn, the sehools of the more mountainous counties lose at
least three out of every four children before they reach high sehool
and only one-fourth to one-half of those who enter high school remain
until the last year.  The nonmountain connties of these States, other
than West Virginia, retain about twice as many to highi-school entrance
and hold a mueh lurger proportion of the ehildren until they reach
the fourth vear of the secondary school.

Tenerally spenking, the schools of each of the six States as a whole
consistently show hetter records in retaining pupils to the higher grades
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than the mountain secfions,  For the high-sehool levels the differences
are for the mwost part marked, The highest percentages retained in
schwool, even in the nomwnountain areas, are considerably below those
found for the Nation ns n whole.  Some Stuies i wlich the sclwols
are developed beyond the average would, of cowrse, show retention
indices higler than those Tor the Natiow as w whole,

Length of school term wnd days altended. 'Two indices of the anwunt
of school edueation provided in the mountain comumunities are the
nuntber of days per vear schools nre operc and the number of duys the
pupils netually attend sehool.  Data presented in table 10 give infor-
mation ol the types indieated.  They may be read as follows: In the
five most mountainous counties of Georgin the elementury schools are
open an aveeage of B days per vear; it the five nonmountain
counties they are opert 179 dayvs  neavly 2 juonths longer.  In the
formuer the pupils attend o an average 98 days anally and in the
Intter 142 days. The actual period ol instruetion reecived by the
avernge child in the most nwuntainous counties of Georgia is nearly
9 weehs shorter caehy year than in the nonmountain coundies. In
at least three of the States the disadvantage of short ternwe in the most
mountuinous counties s ngeravated by irregular attendanee.

Canie 100 -Tom length and wowmher of days atbowded por pupil enrolled
i} ! ! K pHl
in public elomentary schools ¥ {n 1930

i
Vleasttre cottipare U by ty pe of are P ,f‘m'\'\ (.}\“f:flll":.l “‘3,’(‘,"" \drinin k \‘?}'z(.i'\nliu
. — . [P
1 Coa 3 [ S T N |
' |
P T ! I
5 tost mountanons counties f X i .
wverage day s sehoals were i sesston m 13 it 155 164 156
Days nttended per pup! | N g7t 100} 05, 134 l 123
& pommaotnl.un counties: ) ' ' i ! ]
Average days seliools were i sessian 170 151 1510 1 T 1684
Days attendad per pupil N e IR JANY 188 1 Ui 131
Entire mountin counties ! : [ I .
Avetage days sehools were i session s e iy 6l . 169 160
Days attended per pupil. ‘ 05 104 it 123 13 127
Entire Stale :
Aserage diuas sehiools were i seeston ] i 7 162 173 160
Daoys attemded per piami fag L 120 12 1 128

tI'he ayepnee lenetlt of the sehool term for the white schools of the Umited States and of States not segre.
gating pupils on the basis of rees, was 197 days; the s erage nuimber of davs attended by the pupils of such
sehools for the Nution was 11y

Iliteracy.—Two types ol illiteracy datw are discussed in this study.
(See table 11.) The illiterney of persons 10 20 yvears of age may be
thought of as the present responsibility of the schools. The illiteracy
of persons older than 20 may be regarded as evidenee of the past
failure of the schools. The fact that the percentage of ‘illiterates
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shown for the younger age group is in every case very much lower
than for the older group, indicates that a greater effort is being made
than formerly to achieve some education,

Tansuy UL Percenlages illiterate ¥ by age groups

] . o | o —
Age groups hy type of nrea 1 Georgla lf‘“"{'; (Il\“f:,rllln“! .l l::,l(‘,"\' \ Virgima \'}:é}?fia
1 d N A L 7
. o S,
e e ,, - N | —_
5 most mountainous counties i !
10-20 years... - N 16 } a9 30 1. 6 05 1
Over 20 yeurs. . , 52 ; 13,3 10,0 12 16 6.
5 nonmowntsin countics: I ‘
10-20 years . i i 25 2.1 L2 3 1.0
Over 20 years. k s | 70 6.9 31 50 3t
Entire mountain counties: E
10-20 years.. .. o 23! 1.2 2.4 2.8 3.5
Over 20 years, . dal 95 8.4 8.9 6.3
Wntire State: i !
10-20 years : i 2y, 20 25 2.4 1.4
Over 20 years it 5y T o6 59 5.6
I '

! For the whita population of the United States the percentages were, respectively, 09 and 5.3, Dala
from 1", & Census Report, 1030

Data for both age groups are favorable to the nonmountain coun-
ties. In the most mountainous counties of Kentucky, Virginia, and
Tennessee, approximately 1 in 20 of the children of sclool age were
reported as illiterate in 1930; of those over 20 years of age in the
most mountninous counties of + States, more than 1 in 10 were unable
to rend and write. There is some evidence that the more backward
communities are now improving more rapidly than the nonmountain
sections. In any event, the duta presented in table 11 do not show
as much illiterncy in the most mountainous sections as the general
reports from these regions would lead one to expeet. Due to the high
literacy rate of Fulton County, containing the city of Atlanta, the
nonmountain area of Georgin is the only type area included in this
study in which the illiteracy now “in the making” is lower than that
of children 10 to 20 years of age for the Nation as a whole. The
nonmountain countics of four of these States, however, show a smaller
percentage of white ndult illiterates than the average for the Nation.
[n ull but one case, the illiteracy percentages of the six States, taken
as wholes, are considerably higher than those for the Nation,

Age-grade status of pupils.—A measure commonly used as an index
of the effectiveness of schools is the age-grade status of the pupils.
Assuming that a child 6 or 7 years old should be in the first grade,
one 7 or 8 years old in the second grade, one 8 or 9 years old in the
third grade, and so on, table 12 shows that the percentages of children
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who are above normal age for their grades are higher in the most
mountainous counties than in the nonmountain counties of the respee~
tive States. Retardution is apparently nearly as great a problem in
the high school as in the elementary grades. No data wholly com-
parable are available for the Nation as a whole, but a sample study,
based upon data for 1927 ' involving 116,651 white pupils in the
elementary grades ol 70 representntive city schools located in 35
States, showed 13.4 percent over age; another study made in 1928 8
of 7,632 pupils in the elementary grades of 45 representative eonsoli-
dated schools showed that 15.2 pereent of the children were a year or
more retarded; still another study made in 1930,° ineluding hoth
clementary and secondary sehools located in the rural comnumities of
22 ecounties of § representative States, showed that of the 52,574
pupils involved, 17.6 percent were T or more years retarded.

TanLe (2.~ Pereeniage of children above normal age for grade in which enrolled!

{ {
vy X . N Ken- | North | Tennes- | .
‘Jl_‘) pos of sehools by 1y pe of area tucky | Carolina | sce | Virginin
- s - v—y ~v-——-—-—-) - A-a‘ e —
|
i t 3 | 4 i 8
Ve etk A trrd = v e - - -— - - - - w._-—..i —-——-—-—fw—-——-—.—
' '
5 most mountainous counties: H
Elementary. . .. .. . . . } A 47. 5 30.0 62 2
Secondary,... . . R LU T PP 48.1
& nonmountaln counties; !
Elementary . . . PR . 36 3 40 9 2.3 48.8
Seecondary... .. . .. . . 2004 4.9 . ool 136.1
Entire mountain connties: ! i i
Flementary ... . . 139 49,1 l (T 47.
Secondury....... . R . 313 18.6 e 42,9
Entire State: i , {
Elementary. . . e e - 3671 3.9, 37 2 4.8
Secomdary . . .. 26,6 30 . 35,1
|

1 No dala available for Georgin and W est Vireima or for secondary schools of Tennessee.
7 Lialifax County onutted beeause of apparent inacearsey of data reported.

Table 13 offers additional data concerning retardation. It should be
read as follows: 64 percent of the 10-vear-old children of the most
mountainous counties of Kentueky are retarded. Of these, 23.6 per-
cent are retarded 1 year; 21.1 pereent, 2 years; and 19.3 pereent, 3 or
more years., In the nonmountain counties of this State, 37.8 pereent
of the 10-year-old children are retarded; 19.4 percent, 1 year; 10.9
pereent, 2 years; and 7.5 percent, 3 years or more. Lt is signifieant to

1+ Blose, DI, and Segel, Dasid  Theschool life expectaney of fnflures tn tho elementan y gravies  Amencan
Sehool Board Journal, Mareh 1033,

5 Dlose, T 1. An age-grade study of 7.682 elementary pupils in 43 consolidated schools  Washington,
Goyermment Printing Offiee, 1430, (UL S0 Departient, of the Interior, Office of Edueation, Pamphlet
No. 8)

& Gautnnitz, W IL Asvadubilty of publie education in rurnl cominunities.  Waslungton, Government
Printing Office, 1930, (¥, 8. Department of the Interior, Office of Edueation, Bulletin 1430, no. 31.)
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note that the differences between the percentuges for the {wo types of
cotmmunities become greater as the number ol years of retardation
increases.  The proportion ol the children retarded as well as the
nuntber of years they are vetarded is considerably greater among the
l4-year-olds than among the L0-year-olds.  Not only are larger pro-
portions of the children retarded as they become older, bub the number
of years the average child is retarded inereases as he becomes older.
These facts probably account to a considerable degree for the compara-
tively small number of pupils shown by tuble 9 to reach the upper
grades of the school. 'Theve is a tendency for vrtarded children to
become discournged and leay e school.

Tanes 13 Nuwbo of gears ADoyewr-old chilidrcn woud A j=year-ol Uil en

wee pcturded

T

Kentihy ' North Caroliny Tennessee Viania

; 5 ‘ : 5 ! 3 . 1 :H? o

. \ L Ty ep i Gmost | dnon- Smost o dnon- Saost dnon- A most | non-
Vet retanded, By vegeonn i ean- | moun- | moun- | motis | moun- | noans | motos

fapotis,  tuan L tuboost tain Luanons tatr  jtamons| tamn
Calns | toline ooeolis - oconne  coun- | oconn- | ocoun- | coun-
ties o bies e des e ties ties ties
! |
" . 3
{ 2 3 { 3 [ ! 7 , % 9
- ' - e e SVl SIS
1 3
Total -y ear-oil ehildren LG neR RUNED RE o Le2 8610 L5 | 1000
- T R

Pereent of Tofal retarded srot Tslosenl ogzulons I a1l ss 0
Lyew W8 W 229, 230 i 30.4 9o

2y 0ary 2000 Wwe, M6 12w, 23 ¢ e

1§ years or more w3 TS 07 T R 2

.
Total t1-year-old eluldren LG 210 LIS | RTT | L088 f 2, U6t [ [ Rin
Percent of total retarded . [N IS A I A R 1 LT ’ 620
e - -

1 year wmu' 172 TR 2l wmo
2years. .- it 2 M7y o welb w7 28 9 18,3
Zyears .. . O I R T SR PR Is 1 101
fyears. . .o .o nn" A3 Nd, 6 67l 45

5 yedrs or more . 1rn Al St 34 107 4,6

[
i

Onalifications of teachars.  Edueators generadly agree that the most
important fuetor in school efliciency is the teacher. Other things being
equal, the teacher most thoroughly trained should be the most suceess-
ful. It follows that the quality of the edueation provided by the school
is (o a degree determined by the amount ol training the teachers have
received,  In order to examine this axpeet of the education provided in
the southern mountains, data are presented (see tuble 14) to show,
first, the proportion of the teachers serving these schools who have
high-school education or less and, gecond, the proportion who have 2
vears oF more ol college education.  Those in the first group are above

VL
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the level of the general populntion of these communities, but inade-
quately trained for teuching.,  The seeond group have training now
widely accepted as a minimunm standard for teaching certificates,

TasLe Lt —Percent of leaching stafl having Iigh-school eduealion or less and
percent hoving 2 or more years of college cdweation !

' ' [l

Awmount of education by Ltype of aren 1 Georgny lll\l((\l\‘) : (‘:\u::l!nlr:n P "::":‘“\“ Virginm | \'}I\';{eihlflf\
{ H
PR . - ) i e
§ ] 3 4 5 6 1
e o e~ e o . _ - [V
|
& most mottulainons counties
Ihgh-sehool graduation or lew ! [EAON! Tootp o 3L (R DTy 19,5
2 years' collego or triore. . . 94 ? 19 1 411 ! Rl 20,2 562
5 noumntountutn counties: : | ‘ . |
High-schoul graduabion or less 07 ’ 2.3 Ty L0t [ 1923
2 years' college or more,.. . ™31 3T t TG w01 30 4 { 43,1
Kntire mountiin counties: ' ! I ' !
Higheschool graduation or les 60 3 ] WOy 4162 oy sl vy
2 years college or more. .. . WS 57.8 [N M4 10,4 1 817
Entirg State: ' ! '
High-sehool graduation or leas 3.8 ‘ 37 4 1 LR 210 ? 8.t 417 8
2 years' college or more. . i1 ! {73 "y [ER W 36 al 2
H i

A ecording to the Nattonad Survey of the Edieation of Teachers, only (2 percent of all thy teachiors of
elomentary and secondary public schoods reported + years of hivh-school eduention or less; 812 pereent
reported 2 years of college or more,

?Loss than 1 year In college.

Mountain school and teaeher’s cabin,

With the exception of West Virginia, the differences between the
training of the teachers of the most mountainous counties and of those
of the nonmountain counties are favorable to the latter. (See table
14.)  In the most mountainous counties of Georgin and Kentueky,
for example, more than three-fourths of the teachers have o high-
school edueation or less,  In the former, the percentage of teachers
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with this training is more than seven times as great in the most moun-
tainous counties ns in the nonmountain counties. In Virginia the
percentages of such teachers in all types ol areas are snwller than in
any of the other States, but in the most mountainous counties the
proportion is nearly six times as great as in the nonmountain counties.

In the nonmountain counties of the States having the best record in
teacher preparation a considerable proportion of the teachers ave com-
paratively unprepared and necarly one-half full below the accepted
standnrd of 2 years of college education.  The recent oversupply of
teachers is resulting in raising the certification standards and con-
sequiently inlowering the percentages of undertrained teachers.  While
comprehensive comparative data are not availuble, progress along this
line in the mosf mountainous coynties appears to be less satisfactory
than in the nonmountain counties as indicated in the table,

Experience is usually also considered an important measure of the
efficiency of teachers.  Studies of experience as a factor in teaching
efficicncy verify the general observation that especially during the
first 5 vears of service in the schools a teacher gains in knowledge und
skill through professional reading, coutacts with fellow teaclers, and
similar types of experiences.  Although the differences are compara-
tively small, the percentages (see table 18) show clearly that in all of
the six States, excopt Virginia, the schools of the most mountainous
counties employ a larger proportion of beginning teachers than those
of the nonmountain counties. Conversely, the nonmountain counties
of all but West Virginin attract and hold a larger proportion of
experienced teachers, A study of 150,182 7 teachers employed in 1930
in schools located in centers of 2,500 or fewer population in the United
Stutes revealed that 17.4 percent were teaching their first year, while
68.4 percent had taught 3 or more yvears. For the most part, the
available data show that stability of the teaching force does not differ
widely in the six States from that in the Nation as a whole. The
slight advantage shown by some of these States in this respect would
probably disappear entirely if, as in the Nation-wide study, data from
city schools were excluded.

Anotler factor which determines to some degree the quality, train-
ing, and fitness of the persous employed as teachers is the salary paid.
The average annual salaries of teachers and supervisors of the various
tvpes of counties in 1930 are shown in table 16, The average teacher
cuployed in the most mountainous counties of Georgia was paid $436
per year;in Kentucky, $510;1in Virginia, $588; in North Carolina, $654;
in Tennessee, $716; and in West Virginia, $988. The sularies are

T Glaummity, W, B, Status of teachers and prineipads employ ed i the rural sehools of the United States,
Washington, Government Printing Offiee, 1042, (17 8. Departwent of the ITnterior, Oflice of Edueation,
Bulletin, 1932, No. 3
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Ligher in the nonmountain counties in all States.  Omitting Georgia,

the differentials range approximately from $250 to $400.

Tanne (3.-—DPercent of teachers new fo the profession and those having
3 or wmare years of experience, 1930

! i 1
Tearhing experience by 13 pe of ares l Givorta | l[\\ulf) : (\\‘;:flllll’m | l“\':,"',"\' j Varens | \\u“';‘m\ Jr
e e - ‘ N ! ; -
1 SR SR I PR 1
. ' I
e ‘ e -~ -
5 most mountainous eounties 1
Firsl ¥01res ovaee oo Yowy t 21t 0.0 13 s 10.9
3 orinorg years.. ... ! 604 351} TlLL a7t 046, 6 725
5 nonmouuutain connties” \ .
Firt yerr... - - i (R 1 1 R 3o w5 7.2
3 or more years. . : (SR 6.9 0t 63,5 s 8 6.9
All mountain countics: | | 1
First year . ..... - . ' 13| 178 56 13 9.2 9.5
3 or moro yenrs S 5.0 67 2 61 3 TLb L5
Total Rtate: | *
First year. T 52 181 1l 82 9.6
3 or more years 7 sLL -ma’ w3’ @mol s
t Partinfly patomated 2\ hitte and Negro.

TasLy 16.—. loerage annnal salaries U pawd to leachers and supervisors

- . bop [J—
o o e | KOI North | Tennes | e West
Type of aren Gieorgldt ey Caroling | see Virglnia | v iprpinia
e o - . - R — -
! ; ' !
1 2 I P | 7
IO o ; }
§ most mountainous counties t 36 $al0 1 651 $716 3558 3088
5 nonmountain counties . ! 1,712 876 1,051 1, 123 836 1,358
Entlre mountain counties a8 : (1] gl1 1 78 1, 052
Entire State. .. si6 s USRS 99 032 H 939 1,000
, )
i ' |

t T'he avernge annnnl snlary of 4l teaehers and supervisors of pubhe sehools in the United States, meluding
Negro sehools, was 31,120 in 1930

Frxaxcial, Mrastres or EpcearioNan OprporTUNITIES

Average annual exrpenditures—When the educational opportunities
of two or more comniunities are compared from a financial viewpoint,
two major considerations are: The amount spent annually to support
the public-school program; and the money invested in housing and
material equipment.  To secure measures whereby the various groups
of counties may be compared, annual expenditures for the public
sehools for whites, except funds invested in new sites, buildings, and
equipment, were totaled by counties and by groups of counties,  (See
table 17.) These were then divided (1) by the total number of white
teachers employed in the schools, (2) by the number of white children
97
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6 20 years of nge living in the respective counties, and (8) by the num-
ber of pupils enrolled in the publie schools for whites,

Tapue 17~ leerage amounts? spenl for public clementary and sceondary education
tn 1930 by lypes of arcas

1"t of measure by 13 pe of nrea Gronna lh:‘ll\lx ('};()irlll,lll‘.l l'::,'(l"‘* \irefnia ! \.}:’!“leﬁm
1 ey s 4 H 3 1
1
5 most mountmmnous cottnbies, , | . 1
Per teacher . 232 11, 803, 7Y 702 1 $1,200
Per ceusus cluld ‘ 14 3! 19 1y 16 4t
Per pupit enrolled 16 - 19 24 26 2 i}
& noumountain cotinties: }
Por teacher g Lot el Lal e 1, 800
Per consus chuld 1 a2 24 32 30 30 ¢ 33
Per pupil earotled | i3 31 12 "' 12 74
All monntam counties, i ) ' ) '
Per teacher . ' ey a0t a2 Loy 1, 139
Per ¢pnsus cluld ) 14 10 A 2, 22 I 41
Per pupll earollod 20 g 37 33 30 54
Total States, 2
Par teacher 1,081 1,312 1,378 Lo1gs 1,333 1,489
Poer eensus eluld a5 21 3, T 3l 42
Per paptd enrolled 33 3n 11 36 12 56

'

L Compuied on the follow g Iuises. Per teaeher émploy ed in publie elementary nid high sehools, per ehild
6 10 20 years of ago lviog 10 each ty pe of area tndieated, and per child earolled fn pabhe sehools  Duta are
for whitesonly. "Teachers, as the tern is bereused, menns the cutire instructionalstatf and includes teachers,
supervisors, aud prineipals

Comparable per eapita figures for the Uniled States as a whole are, respectis ely, $2,245, $51, and $77.

While each tvpe of divisor has its own peculiar significance as a
measure of the amount and ¢uality ol edueation provided, the anminl
per-teacher cost is probably the best of the three meuasures of finaneial
support in a given community. 1t overcomes somewhat the differences
due to sparsity of population. In one-teacher schools it is roughly
equivalent to all the money spent for school purposes.

The measure of comparative costs most commonly employed in
the United States is the average expenditure per pupil.  Siuce this
measure does not consider the ehildren of school age who live in a
given area but are not attending school, the per-capita costs wore
computed also on the basis of all children 6-20 years of age who live
in each group of counties as given by the United States census
report.  The three types of data are presented in table 17.

Great varintions in public-school expenditures among the States
and between similar types of communities are shown in the table.
In cach case, except for the nonmountain group, Georgia shows the
lowest anmial expenditure for public editeation; West Virginia the
highest. The sehools of the most mountainous counties of Georgia
and Kentueky spent less than half as much on education as those of
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West Virginin,  Insofar as greater expenditures mean better sehools,
comparisons between the most mountuinous and the nonmountain
counties reveal significant differences in favor of the latter. The
differences in expenditures shown are from 45 percent higher in West
Virginia to nearly 300 pereent higher in Georgia.  When comparisons
are made to the United States as a whole, even the highest averagoe
expenditure found in these six States falls below the national nverage.

Value of bwaldings, grounds, and school equipment.-—Duta to show
the amount of mouney per teacher und per child 6-20 years of age
invested in school buildings and sites and in permanent school equip-
ment are presented in table 18, The value of school property reported
by local school officers is in part estimated. Tlowever, it is believed
that the counties in question {ollow the same method of determining
and reporting the amount of money invested in school property. The
data are therefore assumed to be comparable nmong the several States.

. . L
: - i
14 . i
:

Modern high school located in the county seat of a typical mountain county.

Certainly they permit comparison between the groups of counties
within each State. In the case of West Virginia separate data for
white and Negro schools were not available for either the value of
school buildings and grounds or for the equipment. Hence the data
presented for this State are for both races. The same is true of
equipment values recorded for Kentucky.

The five most mountainous counties, as well as the mountain coun-
ties as u whole within cach State, have apparently invested compara-
tively little in school buildings aud equtpment. If it is assumed that
the averages for the nonmountain counties represent the amount a
communtty should invest in school buildings and equipment, it may
be concluded that the more mountainous groups of counties fall [nr
short of the need. In Georgia, for example, the most mountainous
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counties report an average investment in buildings and grounds of less
than $800 per teacher as compared to more than $5,000 in the non-
mountain counties—uw ratio of 1 to 6. In Kentucky the most moun-
tainous counties show an investment less than one-fourth that of the
nonmountain counties. In Tennessee and West Virginia the difference
is less striking. But even in these States the nonmountain counties
have invested nearly 1} times as much money in school buildings and
grounds per unit of measure as the most mountainous counties. The
entire mountain counties of the several States, with the exception of
Tennessee, show consistent and marked disparities when the average
values of school buildings and grounds are comnpared with those of the

TasLE 18.-~Jdverage valve of buildings and grounds and of school equipment
per Leacher employed and per child 6-20 years of age't

) ; .
by \ . { 1 North | ! . West
Buses by ty e of aroa ! Georgin .kuxluck)[ Caraling i louuexnoor Yirginin Virginla *
b
e e
t R T T T A S B |
.- G L
‘ : : | | f
& st ountwinous connlies \ i '
i )
Buildings nod grounds: ‘} ; '
Per teacher. . T Y1 A Y4 § . $LTI0 2,437 $t, 602 $3, 085
Per child.... ' T 15 ] 54 30 121
Equipment: ‘
Ler teacher. B "2 LG | 223 24 191 418
Per child .. 3.1 ! 3.0 5.3 5.7 4o b 13.8
5 nonmonnlamn connlus !
| ! !
! H
Ruihlings and grownls; | A ' ‘
Per teacher. .. I 1oa0ss o g2 |50 3,178 3,200 5,075
Perehidd. ... . B 126 i 61 ! 1 08 8t 151
Euipment: i : |
Per tencher. o o mw  ram s 318 469 186
Per child.. . J G.1 1 7.0 I8 2 6.2 0.3 14,4
! 1
Fenlire monnlain counties ! |
1
! |
Buildings and grounds: | I f
Per teacher.. - . ... ., LS 1,793 ' 4,350 3,402 3,220 3,010
Per child. .. . ! 10 33 99 75 7 12
Equipment: |
Per teacher.. - .- - 208 2218 437 357 308 402
Per child ... . i t 1.3 14,0 9.8 7.6 6.7 14.0
Fntire Sute ‘
+
Buildings and grounds |
Per teacher. ‘[ 2,90 2,999 4,001 3, 385 o+, 259 4,035
Per child. . 60 65 > 112 7t ™ He
Equipment: I
Per teacher_, - ' 337 1321 560 827 e 821
Per child - . T 2445 12,7 7.3 0.5 15.0

J
t Comparable figures for the white schools of the United States as g whole are, respectively, $7,013 and
3604 per teachier, or $17% und $15 per child 6-20 years of age.
? Ineludes data for both whites and Negroes.
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States taken ns wholes.  Compared on the per-child basis, the
differences are greater than on the per-teacher basis.

Generally speaking, both in the value of school buildings and grounds
and in the amount invested in school equipment, the mountain
countics full below Stute standards as well as below those maintained
in the nonmountain counties of the respective States. When national
averages are taken as standard, these shortcomings of the mountain
schools are still more apparent. Averages do not, of course, show
extreme conditions, Insomecommunities visited there were no public-
school buildings; church buildings and benches were used for sehool
purposes. Equipment consisted of the few books and materials the
children brought from home or which were provided through the
resourcefulness of the teacher. NMany public sehiools observed in the
remote mountsin communities are plain square buildings in poor
repair, containing very little equipment.

TUnder the local system of financing public education, widely prnc-
ticed in the United States, the presence or absence of cducational
services, and the conditions of the schools in general, are found to
bear a very close relationship to the wealth of the communitics in
which they are located.® Since the cconomic conditions of the southern
mountains are below standard, the school buildings and equipment
provided arc also unsatisfactory.

Iistimated tarable wealth available for the support of schools.---Some
idea of the differences in taxable wealth among the types of com-
munities in the States studicd may be obtained from table 19, show-
ing the estimated wealth per teacher employed and per child 7 to 20
years of age. The data include figures for both whites and Negroes.

The differenices between the average estimated wealth per teacher
for the most mountainous and the nonmountain counties are for the
most part significant. The differences are somewhat less when com-
puted on a per-child basis than when computed on a per-teacher
basis. A comparison of the average expenditures and the per capita
wealth suggests that the several groups of mountain counties levy
slightly higher taxes for school purposes than the average of the
respective State of which cach is o part. Similar comparisons between
these States and the Nation reveal, however, that school tax rates are
somewhat lower in the six States than in the Nation as a whole.

Financial aid for schools from State sources.—1t is of interest in this
connection to note the extent to which schools in the States studied
draw upon State funds to supplement or equalize the funds available
for school purposes from local tax resources.  Informationis presented
to show the amount of money contributed to the publie sehools romn
State sources computed on the basis of the number of teachers em-

f Cowden, Susie E.  They Don’t 'ay “T'axes  Journal of the National Education Association, 213 259-61,
November 1032,
31
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Howard's School in 1933,

No repairy were made until 1934 when Federal relief fuuds were used.
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ployed and ou the basis of the number of children 7-20 years of age
ltving.in the various counties,  (Sce table 20.)
(=4

TABLE 19~ lverage amounl of wealth v estimated to be available for lazation for
schools for 1930, by types of areas

. " . [ ' !
Uit of measure by type of area 1 teorgia 3 t&fl(:\ f (‘Ts;gllllxlm r'\;:,‘:,"s‘ E Virging i v l:g}:\L:u
et e e [P, - L I ' oo ! ———— -
: ‘ ‘ !

1 2 R 50 6 o
ARG R S 0 S 0
5 most mountainous caunties: . * | : ) i

Per teachor, . . voc covurnns . { MO 861,457 | $107, 108 | $1l5,007 | SUIL 450 | $180,015

Porchlld...ao.. ; 1, 154 1,463 | 2, 758 2,770 3, 133 | 6.311
§ nonmountain counties: ' i i

Per leacher....... e e ee - 413, 7h6 ‘ 2056, H3 1 192, 188 475, 188 157,315 | 266, 138

Perchild. ...u... . ... - . 0, 118 | 4,073 4, 320 9, 502 3,478 8§, 166
Entire mountain countles: ' | I

Per teacher, .. ... . . 107,12 1 109,671 | 156,51 210, 760 212,777 183, 217

Perchild.. ... . ... . © 200 miseloga7] 4% s0m ) 850
Entire State: ¥ i : | i

Per teacher . . 166,317 ' 228, 614 L 200,636 | 210, 733 m, 00 | 188,546

Por child . T b | 4, 663 5612 1 ‘ 5,822

; | | .

1 Estimates of wealth shown ure for both whites and Negroes and were computed on the following bages;
(¢) Estimated trua wealth per teachers employed in all elementary naod secondary rehools. and (U) the
estimated wealth per child 7-20 years of age living in each type of area,

? An offort o find comparable estitates for the Natiort as 1 whole resulted in $236,311 tavabie wealth per
teacher and $6,235 per ¢hild,

In West Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessce, and Georgia an
effort is being made through State aid to offset the limitations of the

R

¥,
3
»

Abandonment of old elapboard buildings.
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mountain counties due to inadequate taxable wealth, Tn West
Virginin, and probubly also in North Carolina, the favorable differ-
entinl in State aid enjoyed by the most mountainous counties fully
oflsets the unfavorable dilferential in per-eapits wealth.  In Vieginia
there are comparatively small differences between mountuin and non-
mountain communities in estimated taxable wealth,  In the other
three States the alds provided from State sources for the schools of
the most mountainous counties do not appear to offset the disparities
in their ability to support schools,  In Kentucky, for example, State
atd per capita iv, il anything, greater in the nonmountain counties

Replacement by new consolideted schools.

despite the fact that the per-eapita wealth is more than three times
as great us in the five most wmountainous counties.

In recent years mueh progress has been niade in the equalization of
the educational opportunities through the use of State funds; West
Virginia, North Carolina, and Tennessee are examples.  If compara-
tive data were availuble showing State aid in mountain and non-
mountain counties for a date later than here presented, ehanges in the
situation would probably appear in these States.

Thiman resonrecs as a fuctor in school support. - The ratio which the
number of adults 21 years of age and older bears to the number of
children and youth to be educated is sometimes considered ns a factor
in a community’s ability to support schools. Tuble 21 shows the
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uumber of adults 21 years of age und above per child 7 to

of age and per adolescent 16 to 20 years of age.

15

years

TaBLE 20.—Financial aid per teacher employed and per child 7-20 years old con-
tributed from State sources for the support of public education, 1930 1

Unit of weasure by type of are. Clenram l];\l(("ll\l;' ('ﬁr‘x’l‘ilx:u ’l‘o;mcs- Virginta ‘ \?ﬁ:{;"m
1 ) 3 § 3 ] 1
t t - T N
4 most monntuinous counties: i
Por teacher 2., EEP PR S8 00 1 $306 00 | $1300 ] S3.00 ] R2.00 $172.00
Perchild ... .ol coanianan. .. H 63 6 0t 11 10 8,20 820 6,27
5 nonmountain counties: l |
Pertencher,. .. ... . ... . LNR00 307 00 l 250, 00 I 232 00 403 00 57, 00
Perehlldeaeeeiaovne o ceviin L s PR 6,07 t 563 5. 687 9.01 1,81
All mountain counties: { | ]
Perteaehera. .o . .. . L BBO00 L BI0.00 | BIA00 | 2n 00 350.00 | 127.00
Perehlld.oepmnn on oot I 718 65,89 | 754 0.67 1 82 3 89
“Total Btnte: i | | !
Per teachor, . ... 31t 00 § S3L00 T 267.00 273. 00 389 00 112,00
Per child. .. .. . G465 T2 803, B3 R 2 347
1 | !

T Amounts of financial nitt contributed Includes data for both white and Negro schools,
#'The comparable figures for the Unlted Suites are $375 per tencher and $0.87 per child.

TaBLl 2

L~-Number of persons 24 years of age and above per child 715 years of age

and per adolescent 16-.20 years of age, 19801
] U v
Ao groups by type of area } Quorgln ll‘:&?} 1 (:r‘:)rllihu T‘:}"‘f”' Virgnia | ¥ ;(;‘;r';l}; ir-
—————— -t et~ e - - 1-4 ) B _‘~ — - : - - s s———
1 N 6 ' 7
i i
UG U ———e N b B R
5 most mountainons cotnties: . .
7=1h ... PN 2.2 17 2.0 2.0 1.9 22
16-20 i . 16 Lt 4t 4.2 t1 4
& nontmountain counties: |
7-15.. .. N 37 29 2.4 K 2.7 3.2
16-20 ... P, 6.4 1 9 7 19 5.8 5.5 6.0
Entire mountain munuc.s. I
Tethl o .. 234 190 17 21 24 2.3
90, aae u e 1a! L 15, 7 5.6 4.5
Entlre State: ‘ . i
[0 L O ¢ 200 e8 21 2.8 25
1620, .. .- (e 56 (7 45 5.4 5.1

i
i
(

1 Far the United States as o whole contparablo ratios of adult whites are 3 11 to children 7 15 3 cars of nge

and 6.54 to thoso 16- 20 years of nge,

Dhata from U7, 8. Census Report

In each of the six States there are substantially more adults—poten-

E
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tial producers— per child of school age in the nonmountain counties
than in the most mountainous counties. In the nonmountuin coun-
ties of Kentucky, for exainple, there are 2.9 persons 21 years old or
older to every child 7-15 vears of age; to every child 16-20 vears

35

O xy H’\ 4 L

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
O

old, 5.7 adults, In the most mountuinous counties, however, the
rutios are 1 child to 1.7 adults for the younger group of children, and
I to 4.1 adults for the older group. 1n the nonmountain counties of
this Stale there ave, therefore, 1.2 and 1.6 adult producers more per
ehild of elementary school and high-school age, respectively, than in
the mountain counties,  Georgia and Tennessee show very similap
disparities.  If the effects of this factor on the inequality in ability
among the various types of counties to support an adequate sehool
programn are added to those previously mentioned, the lack of edu-
cational progress is more casily understood,

Rupert B. Yanee ? points out the significance of this factor in his
study of the relationship of regional resources and human adequacy
when he calls attention to the fact that 11 of the Southern States,
with less than one-quarter of the Naotion's population, have fully
two-fifths of the Nution'a childven to rear and educate. 1f only the
children living on farms ave considered, it appears that the rural arens
of these 11 States now rear and edueate nearly two-thirds of all the
farm children 5 20 years of age of the United States.

AVAILABILUPY OF ScnooLs 18 Seniered Movnrary Counries

Plan and purpose of this phase of the study.—1n order to get a close-up
view of the whole question of the accessibility of schools in the South-
ern Appalachians, a detailed study was undertaken of a number of
selected mountain counties.  Data are here presented in the form of
county maps (see figs, IT to VI and tables 22 to 25), wlich are supple-

~mented with statistical data collected directly from individual schools.

The five counties named helow, witl, the State in which eacliis located,
furnished the information necessary for this part of the study: Lump-
kin, Ga.; Wolle, Ky.; Macon, N, (\.; Monree, Tenn.; and Mercer,
W. Va, These counties may be thought of as fairly typical of the
most mountainous sections of these five States. They represent,
therefore, those parts of the mountain areus in which the problems of
making public educational opportunities readily nccessible to all of
thie children are the most dilficult,

Factual data presented in this section were collected directly from
the sehools and the county superintendents of the counties in (uestion.
The purpose is Lo provide, by way of illustration, answers to the fol-
lowing questions: Just how many and what kinds of schools are there
in the most mountainous counties? Ilow are they distributed over
the arvea to be served?  How far are the elementary schools from each
other? The high schools?  How far do the children live from the

% yvance, Rupert W Human geouruphy of the South t niversity of North Caroliny Press, 1932 (Uni-
versity of North Carulin a Speml Study Series)
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schools provided? What provisions are made Tor transporting chil-
dren? How much schooling do the children of the more mountainous
counties get aunually?  To what age and grade level ave they refained
in school? 10

Obviously there is a muximum distance heyond which a child ean-

LOCATION AND ACCESSIBILITY
OF SCHOOLS, 1932

LUMPKIN COUNTY,
GA.

4

TYPES DF SCHOOLS
Elemenrary schocl with 7 or 8 grades
Elementary school with 7 or 8 grades, colored
Schoal building jaintly owned

FIGURES REPRESINT NUMBER OF TEACHERS [ *HIGN.
OO slementary sehoot with & yeur hgh schaot ICHOUL FEACHERS INOICATED OR RIGNT 510L }
ACCESSIBILITY AREA CONTUUR INPERVAL 250 FEET
““*~To schoots

Fraure [L—Location and accessibility of schools, 1932, Lumpkin County, Ca.

not reasonably be expected to wallk daily to and from school. 1t is
clearly more than a matter of miles.  Other important considerations

18 Daty somew hiat fess comnplete but sl in type were presented for § ather mountainons cotinties,
viz, Leslie, Ky.; Johnson, Teun ; Buchanan, Va;and Grant, W Vad in anearlier study,  Eeonouue and
Social Problems and Conditions of the Southern Appalachu s, Op. eit , pp. 113-19,
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are: The time requived and the effort expended in traveling to and
from school,  These vary with climate, topography, road conditions,
the age of the child, cooperation of parents and the like, In surveys
of city school systems, the practice followed in certain recent studies
is to fix one-half mile as the nuximum distance a child should walk
to school.  The maximum distance fixed in studies made by rural
edueators and by the compulsory education laws of most of the States
is usually cither 1'% miles or 2 miles, A maximum of 2 miles is the
basis used for purposes of this section.

Location and distribution of schools. “The schools within the five
counties were located on tha county maps as aceurately as possible,
with the help of the county superintendents, and a cirele drawn
around each school upon a 2-mile radius.  No home within a given
circle is more than 2 miles from the school loented at its center,
The actual distance children walk to school may, of course, be greater.
Mountain ronds tend to wind in and out with the valleys and creeks.
Precipitous mountains often act as barrviers.  Even where there are
areus of fuirly level country, the route from home to school will seldom
follow « straight line.

The cireles placed around the schools, together with the symbols
showing that they scrve the elementary or the secondury grades, ot
both, will afford some iden of the distanees the schools of various
types are from eacliother.  (Figs. [Tto V1) The schools are usually
located in valleys and on bottom lands.  In ureas in which the con-
tour lines are farthest upart, indicating little change in elevation, the
circles overlap considerably; in aveas in which the contour lines are
close together, indicating mountainous terrnin, there is compara-
tively little overlapping. TIndeed, parts of the more mountainous
areas are not included in any of the ecireles, indieating that such areas
are located 2 miles or mwore from the nearest schools. The small
cireles, squares, and other symbols locating the sehools, and the num-
bers within these symbols, show that almost all of the clementary
schools are of the 1- and 2-teacher type. The high schools usually
employ three or more teachers, indieating that they serve as central
schools for several elementary school distriets.  In Lumpkin County,
Ga., for example, there is only one high school in the entire county.

Transportation to either the elementary or the secondary schools
is provided in comparatively small portions of these communities.
One reason for the absence of transportation is that roads in the more
mountainous sections are as a rule undeveloped.  Where school bus
routes are maintained, peculiar markings have heen placed on the
maps to indieate whether they serve the elementary pupils, the high-
school pupils, or both.  Lines paralleling the few existing bus routes
were also marked out to show the teritory located within 1% miles
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of these routes, the assumption being that children who live within
1}4 miles of such routes may be thought of as being accessible to the
schools to which these bus routes lead. Symbols are used to show
white schools, Negro schools, and nonpublic as well as public schools.

Although these circles show that, even in these more mountainous
counties of the Southern Appalachians, the number and distribution
of the sehools are such as to place practically all arcas within 2 miles

L7 Junior-Semor rgh
Sohool, church owned
===Bus route fo privale
- R high Schoo/ :
O Etementary school with 7 I Accessibility  aree to pri-
rages or more vate buS rowule
é lementary school ond ~—~Accessibility area ro each
é} F-year high school . Schoo/
Elementary school and & Figures show number of
‘lﬁ-)/ear/;/‘q/; Sschool, reachers: Left, elemen-
church owned lary . right high Schoo/

Frauny L —TLocation and necessibility of schools, 1932, Wolfe County, Ky.

of some sort of un elementary school, there are arcas in each county
which fall outside of these cireles. In Lumplin County, Ga., and
Macon County, N. C., nonschool areas are comparatively numerous
and lerge.  Mercer County, W. Va,, on the other hand, has practically
no such arens. The question ol whether childven of school age live
within the areas outside the circles is very important. If these areas
contain no children they are of little interest to us so far as the problem
of the availibility of schools is concerned. Duata were gathered
directly from representative schools within these counties to show
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the actunl distanees the children live from their schools. Most of
the schools furnished mnformation showing the distances between
home and school of both the children attending school (see table 22)
and those of school age who are not atiending school (see table 23).
It may be assumed that those reported as living more than 2 miles
from school live outside of the cireles.  The data given in the tables
concern only the children walking to school because provision for
transportation involves changes in the problems of school necessibility.

Distances children live from school.— In cacl of the five counties
there are some children both in and out of school who live more than

LOCATION AND ACCESSIBILITY OF SCHOOLS, 1932

TYPES OF SCHOOLS
6 Elomentary school with
Tor 8 grodes
‘ Elementary schoo! with
7or 8 grodes, colored
o Elementary schoot with
4-yeor hugh school
BUS LINES
waw FOr high-school pupils
see For elementary pupils
we= £or high-schoal and elementary puprly
ACCLSSIBILITY ARLAS "
~To schoals
I Fo bus hines o MBU,
ricuacs TEACHDXS

Conleur interval SO0 feet

TEZACH:
WDICATED 0N A1GHT 1€ }

Freurs I'V.—Location and accessibility of schools, 1932, Macon County, N. C.

2 miles from the nearest schools provided. (Table 22.) Of those
attending school in these counties a total of 1,098, or 9.2 percent, live
from 2 (v 4 miles, and 143, or 1.2 percent, lve 4 miles or more from
the school.  Of the out-of-school children in the five mountain coun-
ties there are 489 children living from 2 to 4 miles from a school and
48 living 4 miles or more; or in percentages, 30 and 2.9, respectively.
There is good reason to believe that many of the out-of-school children
were not reported by the schools and that the proportions unreported
vary directly with the distunces they live from the schools furnishing
the information. If all of the out-of-school children were included,

40

, A



the percentages of children living beyond the 2- and 4-mile ranges
would probably be much lurger than those given, (The data available

~

Mites

@ Evementary ScrooL oF 7 GrApes oo More (5 Evementary Scioon o 7 GroAbes
(Fioure Sows Numser of Teachers) or. Mort == CoLoRred,

0T} Eremenrany Scroot anp Hisw School Depars- {:E] Junor-Senior. Hisn Scroon--
wenr tLert, Euevewrany Teacntrs; Riony, Hisn Scroold Pravate

é Ereueatany Scroon Ak 4-Tear. Hist Lo e 2-Mine Accessiiity Arta to Each
Senoot. . N Senoot
43ear. Hish Senool anp Jusion, Cor- seweeeseeee Bys Roure~— ELementany.
veee—Chyrcn Owxeo oo sy e s 2oMie Acerssisiury AxrA 1o
Eremenrdey Schoou of 7 Geaves os, Bus Route.

Moxg ==~ Jomtey Owwto
UIT Euementany Scugou ano Histi Scrool
Deparment ron. Cotonen.

O

Fraure V.—Loeation and aceessibility of sehools, 1932, Monroc County, Tean.

indicate that a large number of children live in the areas which fall
outside of the 2-mile limits fixed by the civeles on the county maps.)
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The distances reported for w few of those older than 12 years living
moro than 2 miles away were probably the distances to the nearest
high schools. Since thisis the level of education from which they could
profit most, the distance to high school is, for such children, the true
measure of accessibility to school.

In Lumpkin County, G (sce table 22), one child in seven of the
children 5 to 12 vears of age reported in school lives 2 or more miles
from school; of those 12 years or older, nearly one in three lives 2
miles or muore from schiool.  In Macon County, N. ('), the proportion
for the younger age groups is somewlut greater than in Lumplkin
County; for the older children it is nweh smaller, due to the fact that
transportation is provided to high schools.  For a large number of
children in these counties, no sehool is available within 2 miles of their
hontes.

TapLE 22,- Number and percent of nondransporicd children living various dislances
Jrom the schools they altend given by age groups for 5 of the most mountainous

coundies
! ] 1 }
Lampkin '+ Wolfe \aceon Moneoe L Mereer
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Distanees by age eroup . X . L : . _‘,} .
{ 1 : ! . i
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[ ' ! ! i i ! ! | !
[N B - | P
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' v ] 1 .
! X ' ) : ! i } i
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The data presented also reveal that some children of all age groups
must walk long distances to school. The pereentages living 2 miles
or more from school are higher among the older children. The

Wure Neao
—
(O ¢ Eempsmany Scnooc of Less Tuan <7 TN 2-Mit Acerssisuiry Anes o
7 Graots Fiounts Siow NuMBDL 0F TEACHERS? / A Eact School,
d (5 Crementany Scnoor of 7 ORADES Bus Roures
or. More ssetesesenns Euemenrary ap Jusior Hion .
{10 T Euemenrary Scuoou aso Jutiion, Hien =emsmimems  Frevexrany A Hion  Scrooe:
Sencor, Lot Fewouay, Rior, JHS Tracnas)  =vmawsmsmse  Fyrygypapy and Hist Seroot tNtero?,
ﬁ ﬁ Eremenrary  Scrool, axo Hiod Duoe o High Senoor,
Senos meseanesommors Jumor. Hisn o Hien Semoot,

|} “lumor. Hich Sciteor Ouwy wwmiwesse  Jopon, Hion Senoow
2-Mue  Accessimury  Asea 1o

6 Hietr Schoon Owiv. e Bus Routts.

Jowrer Owito ox Rewito
&

Figunre V1.—-Location and aceessibility of schools, 1932, Mercer County, W. Va.

differences may be partially accounted for by the fact that, as the
distances increase, fewer of the younger children attend school.

Many children of school age in these counties are not attending
school at all.  (See table 23.) Taking into account only those
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children who have at one time or another attended school, data were
secured for a total of 1,630 out-of-school children 5 to 20 years of
age. Of these, 1,503 were 13 years of age or older. Most of them
had probably discontinued school. Iowever, as will he seen in table
25, fewer than half of them had reached the seventh grade before
leaving school; nearly a fourth had not gone beyond the fourth grade.
Nearly one-third of all of these out-of-school children live 2 miles or
more from school. In general the proportion of the out-of-school
children living long distances from school is greater than that of those
attending school.  Many of the older out-of-school children lving
long distances from school are most likely not in school because there
are no high-school facilities near their homes; others, as will be seen
presently, have because ol the long distances and other reasons,
attended school so irregularly that retardation and lack of interest
have resulted in their discontinuing school before reaching high school.

-
Tyruy 33.—-Distance belween home and school of out-of-school children.
number and percent of children

1 1
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Relationship of school allendunee to arailubility.--Distance [rom
school probably influences the number of days per year and the total
number of years children attend school as well as enrollment,  Tables
24 and 25 concern, respectively, the actual number of days attended
by the designated groups of 7,152 children in school and the grade
levels reached by 1,604 out-of-sclivol children at the time they left
school. An examination of table 24 indicates approximately two-
thirds of the sampling reported attended school 130 days or lewer;
two in seven attended 50 days or fewer. The median days attended
ranged from 90 in Wolfe County to 142 in Lumpkin County, Of the
sampling of out-of-school cbildren reported (table 25) all but 100
were 13 years of age or older. Of the latter, approximately one-half
were in grades 3- 6 when they last attended school; a few had been in
grades 1-2 and the remainder had reached the seventh grade which
probably was the highest grade oflered in many of these mountain
schools. Both the poor attendance and the fact that so many of the
children fail to continue in school beyond the sixth grade suggest
poiniedly the cffects of long distances and related infiuences.

TABLE 24.—Number and percent of nonlransported children altending school the
number of days indicated during 1 year
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One recognizes the diffienlties involved in providing adequate school
facilities, elementary and secondary, Lo children living in remote
isolated communities, espeelally when those resulting from sparsity
of population are aggravated by the presenee of mountain conditions
and an inadequate ecconomic basis of school support. A permancnt
solution probably involves ‘undamental reorganization ol the system
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of administration and support in addition to initiative on the part of
officials responsible.  While some of the difficulties inherent in the
physical conditions indicated may be overcomne by more immediate
remedies sueh as adequate school funds and a more practical program
of studies complete solution will doubtless await the reorganization
indicated.

TasLy 25— -Children of school age not allending school classified according to age
groups and highest grade levels reached when last in school !
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1 Data foe 5 of the most mountainous counties.  Children who had not begiul sehool were onntted,
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CHAPTER [11

DENOMINATIONAL AND INDEPENDENT
NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT

In many southern mountain communities where there are no public
schools, or in which for many years there were none, missionary and
other philanthropic organizations have established schools.  Relinble
data showing how many children and youth ave attending such
schools are not available. 1t is, however, well known that sone of
the outstanding successes in providing an education suited to the
needs of these isolated groups must be credited to private and de-
nominational schools. One has only to think of such well-known
institutions as Berea College, of Berea, Ky.; the John C. Campbell
Folk School, of Brasstown, N. (.; the Asheville Farm School, of Ashe-
ville, N. C'.; the Berry Schools, of Rome, Ga.  Two excellent studices *
recently made of these nonpublic schools deseribe and evaluate their
services.

Types of nonpublic schools. - According to the studies indicated,
within thie 205 counties constituting the mountain area included in
this survey in 1932 there were 162 nonpublic schools. Of these,
143 furnmished information on the levels and types of edueation
provided. Fifty offered both clementary and secondary work and 44
elementary work only, a few of these extending through the junior
high school grades. A total of 21 limited their program to the
junior-senior or to the regular high-school grades. Fifteen others
offered junior college work and 12 more offered a complete 4-year
college program.  One, the John €. Campbell Folk School, of Brass-
town, N. (., rendered services to mountain yvouth without regard to
the graded system of education.  About 85 percent of these schools
maintain dormitories.  The majority, however, serve day pupils
from nearby homes as well as boarding pupils.  From the data show-
ing the innccessibility of schools in many of these mountain com-
munities it may be concluded that the opportunity to live at the
schools is an important service beeause it helps to overcome the ever-
present distance factor.

U Dunn, Faaoie W, Miaonary and plulinthropie sehools 7o Relizon i the nghlands, by Ehzabeth
Hooker, pp. 21335, 300 14 New York, The Home VMisson Cotnel, 1933,

Waller, . C, .\ survey of the chureh and independent sehools and colleges of the southern A ppalaclnans,
Knoxyville, Tenn.  The Author, 1410 Moasnohin Ay euite, 1931,

47

Q o

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

These schools are for the most purt loeated in tlie thore undeveloped
centers.s The medinn distance [rom a paved highway, {or example,
isntore than 4 miles and the medinn distanee to a large market or shop-
ping center is nearly 20 miles,  Sevenly-nine percent of the schools
are located in the smaller villages or in the open country.  In 56 per-
cent of the cases the nearest publie elementary school is ol the one-
and two-teacher type.

As o rule, private schools were originally established in the poover
and more isolated sections.  Howeyer, it is pointed out by Dr. Dunn®
that at the present {ime the relationship between the "location of
nonpublic schools aud the wealth of the conumunitlies is not always
very close. The Blue Ridge sections of Tennessee, Northh Carolina,
and Virginia, for example, have many of these schools, although the
public-sehool systems, espeeially the high schools of the counties in
which sueli schools are located, are often very much better developed
than those of many of the mountain counties in Georgin, Kentueky,
and the mining seetions of West Virginia, which have few or none of
the nonpublie schools. At the present time ;unny counties in which
missionary and philanthropie schools are located ave better able to
support public edueation than others in which no sueh schools are
maintained,

It is, however, becoming more and more common for the private
schools to discontinue all or purt of their sehool programs as rapidly
as public sehools are made availuble to serve the needs of the mountain
communities.  There are o number of cases in which private sehool
authorities deed their property Lo public-=school authorities upon
assurance that the property will be used for public-school purposes.

Cooperative relationships helween these two types of schools are
growing in frequeney. I some cases the publie-sehool system main-
tains the clementary grades and the private schools the high-school
and college grades; in others the public maintaius the sehool and the
private school authorities provide dormitory and boarding facilities.
Sometimes the missionary agencies maintain teacherages and thus
seerre the vight to participate in selecting the teachers for the publie
schools.  NMany other types of cooperation are found.  Such coopera-
tion, undoubtedly, holds much promise for the future; thongh in some
loenlities the presence of private schools actually tonds to delay the
proper Jevelopment of the publie-school progrant.

The purposes and functions of the noupublie sehools vary greatly,
as would be expeeted from the munber and types ol ageneles upon
which the sehools depend for support. The avowed purpose of
many of them is to make available to ambitious but needy boys and

2 Waller, K €.y survey of monaf un schonis  Monntun e nnd work, vol VI, January 1932,
3 Op.eit. Rebigionan the tehlands,  Pp 239 53
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girls of tho more backw ard arens the ady antuges of a type of schooling
which is either more advanced in charaeter, superior in quality, or
more closely adapted to the peeulinr needs of the people than that
provided at publie expense,

Curricular offerings. -The programs ol education most commonly
found in nonpublie schools differ very little from those ordinarily
found in publie sehools.  On the whole their educational oflerings are
those estublished by convention and tradition.  Dr. Dunn * sunuma-
rized this situntion in the missionary schools offering high-school work
as follows:

Every sccondary sehool exeept the Johin C Campbell Folk Sehool
and the Asheville Farm Sehool oflers o (nllvtrv -preparatory curricu-
lum, but curricula in agriculture and in hotne economics are fourd
in ()nlv 25 and 50 pereent of the schools, respectively,  Forty-thre
pereent have not even one course in agriculture, and 24 pereent
none in home cconomies.  On the other hand, 95 pereent ofler
geometry and 95 pereent levol)I a; 73 pereent mv mvmw 2 or more
years to algebrn.  Two see ()mlmv schools ace tlmll\' olfer trigononi-
otrv while ()nlv four give cconomies or sociology, or botli, \r\l\l(‘ 1s
plOVl(l(‘(l in 60 pereent of the schools, but Latin is offered in 84
pereent, -k years of Latin being given in 13 pereent of the schools.
()ﬂcnnvs in seienee are fnivly lwu\v l‘\(‘l v school giving nt lenst
one course, while 18 percent offer 3, 4, or § years.  listory ranks
next to K [1“‘11\1\ in number of courses offered, 3 years being the
mode. bl\tv pereent of tho schools ofler fu)ln 2 to o years of a
modern lnn"ungv usually Freneh, although in 9 pereent of the
schools Spanish is offered cither with or without another language.
In only one ease is this other language German.

However, necording to the study quoted, the nonpublie sehools
provide many activities, extracurricular and extraschool in character,
which have o marked effeet upon the eduentionat and sociul welfure
of the mountain communities served.  The home life provided through
hoarding facilities has no doubt greatly tmproved the tone of living
of the mountain people.

The boarding home is indeed one of the soundest educational
agencies of the missions, The hone life provided by the school
rather than the eurriculum deserves most of the eredit. * *  *
Contact in all the uspeets of daily living with the amenities of life, as
illustrated by the vefined, eultured, and soctally-minded teachers
wid house-mothers in many of the schools, is an additional eduen-
tional fuctor unequalled in the day schools.®
A number of the nonpublie sehools operate farms, dairies, lnundries,

and other industrial enterprises.  Some seliools are making an effort
to develop and promote crafts which are either native to the con-
munity or have possibilities for raising the ceonomie status of the

f Religion in the brchlids Op ettt pp 257 283
S 1bid, pp 240 NN
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people. Most of the industrial enterprises have as one purpose the
production of commodities needed in the immediate operation of the
school. T a few cases they serve the community also.  Earnings
from such industries go into the naintenanee of the schools, 1t is
obvious that both the routine duties connected with running a school,
home, and farm, as well a< those connected with (he other useful
industrics, have possibilities both in the educational growth of the
ehildren touched by thent and in the improvement of the social and
economice life of the people,  The important thing is, of course, that
the duties conneeted with such getivities be rotated in keeping with

A chuareh in the southern mountains.

sound educational prineiples and that the children be not overworked
by the participation required of them,

Nonschool educational activities.  There are also maintained in the
mountain communities a large number of nonschool educational
services.  Usually these services are in the nature of community
activities direetly associated with the nonpublic schoals.  Some-
times, however, such services as hospitals, howe nuesing, libraries,
aericultural and home extension activities, and other soecinl welfare
activities are provided at mountain outposts remote from the school

D Duan made awn etfort to locate activities of this type by States aned by eounties  Rehigon io the
Mighluwds  Op ot osevappendiy
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centors. In some centers Sunday schools and similar religious services
are maintained in cormmunities not included in the regular clhiureh
organizations. The regular chureh progran is, of course, also recog-
nized as an important educational toree. "The presence or absence of
well-developed chureh services is a subject too large to be even briefly
reviewed here, This problem has been thoroughly studied and fully
reported in other studies.’

In approximately a score of different communities sonie effort is
made by philanthropic or missionary enterprise to stimulafe activity
in handerafts® These crafts are not only affording opportunity for
artistic expression and cultural development in mountain comnumities
but their products have in many cases beconte an important source of
income. Consideruble socinl work is being carried on in more than
60 localities through settlement houses and conununity centers main-
tained by private agencies. Such centers help to distribute and re-
model clothing contributed for the needy. They serve as repositories
for circulating libraries, provide health and first-aid services, serve as
general meeting places for the social life of the comnuumities in which
they are located, and provide other services. In a number of local,
ities they foster definite instruction in bomemaking and in agriculture-
Such services, so important to the more backward mountain homes.
are promoted by philanthropie and missionary enterprise outside of the
program conunonly associnted with the schools.

The Frontier Nursing Service ® with headquarters at Hyden, Ky.,
is an exanple of this kind of service, Its major purpose is to prepare
trained nurses and midwives for the mountain conununities of Ken-
tucky and the adjoining States where medical services are inadequate.
This organization maintains hospitals, clinies, nursing centers, and
midwifery schools where mountain people may not only obtain health
services, but training adapted to the peculiar conditions and needs of
the more isolated and destitute mountain homes.

t Tookr, Ehzaboth., Rehgion u the Highlands, New York, The Home Missdon Counerl, 16933 The
church situntion.  Jr Beonotie and Roetal Problems and Conditons in the Southern Appalachians, Op
cit., po. TOR 52,

8 Nfenburg, Derthn M. Potential enruug power of southern mountaneer handerafts,  Sshngton,
Government Printing Office, 1935 (L. » Department of Labor, Women's Bureal, No. 128)

$ Poole, Fraest. Nurses on borseb ik, New York, The Macnulian Co, ju32

Wilford, M B. Incoms and health in remoto rur d ares A study of 100 fnghes in Leslis County, Ky,

Doctor's thesis, Columbiy Universty, 1912 )
Buek, Dorothy ', “I'he froutier tursing sorvice Mountain Lafe and Work, vol 4, January 1931
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