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We live in an epoch when special offices in almost

all conntries of our globe precisely register the new-

-born children. ‘Birth rate i carefully examined be-

caase of its significance both\ on a national and on an

international scale. In no inatitution, however, data

can be obtained that would inform us wkether and to

" -what extent the birth of a child ‘constituted a happy

event for both of the pafents. That seems to be certain
is only the fact that the birth rof a child creates &
completely new'and different situation for the narents

as well as for the older brothers and sisters. The

_structure of the family changes and 8o does the network ..

of interpersonal relations, while. numerous duties arise

}'toward the little human being, helpless and dependent

‘for 'a long time to come. Horeover, the financial stand- -

ard of the family is also affected, thus determining to

a considerable extent the future cf the new—born badby.



) ?he ﬁainufaotor, héWéver, which is decisive gor tHQ
1éve1,of oppprtunfty and for the future happiness of
‘thé child is a set of moral, social and cultural in-

>, -’“fluences, as has ‘been demonstrated 'in numerous re-

searches from the field of psychology, nedicine, soci-

o

ology and education.

The scientific domains mentioned abova have also
demonstrated for_sgveral decaqéswpo far, tﬁat the
‘proper psychic and physical devéiopment‘of ‘the child

" aged O to 6-7 depends mainly on the educational milieu
end on the organized ‘educational activity. It is quite
sufficient for us to stafe that broadly meant it prin-.
“cipally influences the child’s personality. This means

" that owing to its impact both the stimulation of in-
born dispositions and.the'steering.process are possi-
ble as well as_compensgting or ellmuinating deficien—
ces, counteracting develupmental deficits anc. harmful
influences. It should also be reminded that infancy o
and early childhood are .considered Yary.important for
the whole of the future adwlt life, although wé;ggnl%/’///
tend to ascribe any fataligtic character to any of
them. We woulé like, however, to give due'emphasis-to
the thesis of a significant role of|the”per16d.0-to 7, /

recognizing all the cunsequences resulting from this /
. 2 .




at?tement.
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N The atgrting point hﬁbve requires an'analyais of

~:-fhe objectives in the educational #ctivity oriented to-
ward the small child. Douﬁtleqaly, the clarification of
tasks and values to be considered of primary ihportance
in the educational process deteiminee.to a great exéent

both the content and the organization of the activity. _

Educational teleology, tbo =ir of which is to clar-
ify educational ébjectives, 18 one of the mos£.cpmp1ex
branches of the educationél science. This is so, be-
_cause many factors ére affecting the deciaion-process;

Three of them are of fundamental significance, i.e..

fic character of socio-economic condi-
.tibna in ¢h the—young generation ia going to func-

S

in terms of who he is and who he can become. The dif-
ference in the ahﬁbp of the threa factors mentioned -
above constitutes a redscn underlying discrepancies$
as between thé educational objéctivea in many coun-
" tries of the-world. This confirmg the merxist thesis
- concerning the historical aﬁd class character of edu-

cation and upbringing.

In Poland the most precious ideals common to the
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whole humanity are being stressed in the educational ~ .
process. Hopes .are connected with them as far as peace'
preservation, is concerned, the sine qua non condition
of safe and’friendly coexistence, of human develop—
mental opportunity based on thq mutual reééqctAof var-
tguskcountries. which is at present subjéct>to iptensé
Ul\\l\EbiCO activity. {. '

N\ . : - ! |
If\}s interesting to notice that countries of the?
world ara in accordance on tﬁe subject of clarifying
educétiépa oBJectiVes for small children who wiil in

future take ‘the authority in their own hands and shape

their adult l.fe reality through their own work. Let
us remind a we 1-known truth here - children.are the
most important d the most prectggs treasure of every
nation. No wonder, so much attention snd care 1; given
+o them, care of}parents.as theinvnétural protecto;s,
of stétd authoritiesnresponsible for the future of the
* society and of scientists and research.yorkers, espe-
‘cially from “the fields“of‘educationwaiq\ggychology.
All of them céncentrate on the formulation of” educa~
tional deectivéﬁ with the‘kiew to the child’s well-
~being in reiation to the well-being of the nation and
stat;,and that of whole human kind. Even a superficial
'revie;\would demonstrate that representatives of vari-’
A 4 "
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~ : -
'ous socio;economic systems of-various continents

LN : '
stress similar values and set them forth as the lead-

ing educational . objectives.

" The above opinion is also presented in a well-
~known UNESCO report concerning the situation of the
small child, that'ig so much differentiated according'
to countrieé and systems. Nevertheless, it is not al-

.ways and. not fully implemented in the educational
praxis of all the countries. Mutual understanding on

v an international scale ii/being formed as between
\scientists as well as'followers of the view in ques- .
tion. Its content can be formulated very briefly in-
dead- the all-round devrlopment of the child’s per-
sonality. -Such .a general approach, however, calls for
a more precise explanation. In our opinion, it means
a proper development of physical skills, good health /////

.
and a maximum intensification of mental capabilities,
i.e. of the child’s intellect, his emotipaal, moral,
.social and aesthetic .spheres. The formation of each
. of these spheres as personality aspects should recogm
R nize the child’s needs and his charactepistic creative
-activity owing to-which he gains experience and thus
. enriches his psyche. The all-round personality devel-

opment is closely connected with the child’s prepara-
i . . ,
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tion for the future social life - if we tend to ap-
proach this-problem from the point of view of the so-

-

cial interest. -

192 . o 1 . 2
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The idea of the child’s preparafion for the life

in the society is«certainly the oldest one in. the his-
orz/gf’/ducetion. Its present-day meaning\pas, how-
//sfer, changed in consequence of considerable .advances
;’“//' in ﬂcience and technology accompanied by immense so-
cial trsnsfo:mations. A fsr-reeching ooint of view is,
thereiore, dominating in the concept under discussion. :
Stress is given mot only to cognition and edjusting to
the surrounding reality in the adaptation process but
"also to the readiness to compexently tracsform envi-
ronment according to humanity’s nost precious ideals.
Important consejyuences can be noticed. in the set of
generel educetionel proplems which pertain to the edu--
cational activity orienied toward the small child. In .
the field of the educationsl objectives the& pertain
_Ato patriotic and intermationalistic feelings, respect’-
for working people, nature, culture and art, tnet is

to say - respect for general hunsn valtes.

It is worth mentioning that in the Polish concepnt

of smsll children 8 education the problems mentioned

6 Y ,




abeve have .been grouped in three sphéres,_sociei roles

. te be played by the children in futnre being the main

. grouping criterion. Thus, we - give ettention to the child
in the role of a femily member, of a peer-group member
and of a person perticipeting in 4 brocder community of

~a local t&pe, in the nation and in the whole mankind"
It is obvious that the, three. roles are.typical for each
human being throughout the whole of its life span, al-
though the content and role—prescriptioﬁ chenge with‘
ihe changing age of the 1ndividu&l. The all-round per-
sonality development is feciliteted by these roles. if
only & proper balance between-their specific espects is

‘mainfeined. It should also be added ihat in our opinion

the 1nteg}atibn'of‘sociel roles with t.: all-round de -

yelobﬁen} offpérsouelity leads te a befter quality of

* .both‘the 1ndividue1’s and the éocietyfs,life, prevents
the domination of egoistic 1nteiesfs over the common
ones and vice versa, as both phenomehe ere:considered:

harmful in the 20th century.

_ Considafetioes of the'educet;onal obJectiées deion-
strate very clearly that tpeir impIementatioh requires
.8uch a content thet would help the goﬁrae of the pro-
cess. We. ars of an epinion that even the ﬁost beautiful

‘and lofty objectives do not function automatically. On
. 7 N
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" the contrary, they oall for reconsideration and" analy-
sis of what should be selected Trom a variety of sub-
Ject areas in order to fsciLdtate the attainmant of
the objectives set forth 1n the smsll child’s educa-
tion and upbringing.

.

- In the relation of objectives to coﬁ?snts we can
find proportional elements, e 8., the broader the'ob-
jectives the richer the contonts, the strnnger the '
orientation toward psychlc features fu.u.téna, the e
'more content ipcluding values in que=ii.a. 3efure ‘we
demens rate the working programme - it ought to be re-

' minded that the family, the creche &hd the kindprgar-
‘ ten are basié areas *®2 the -children’s iife thus form- -
. ing the object of our interestsy In many countries tHe
group of institutions mentioned above is completed by
the school. dn the situation when beside the family a v
'4 umber of other institutions participate in the child@
educational process, snd .his is the case in many
'countries, emphasis should be given to the necessity
of a uniform educational activity, i e. a coherent se-
4 lection of the content which would be approved of by
- all the educators 80 that the cpild could develop prop-'j
erly without emotional conflicts. Lhis means also.that |
8 need arises of a cooperation as.between parents and

v ‘8 .4'
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other oducationnl institutions and of the promotion of
the educational culture in the society. Irrespective
of who in eech particular country is responsible for
-the educetional progr&mme, this duty must be accom-

plished.by educatoxs, physicians and psychologists.

It is 8 nopuler solution now to commiasion both
theoreticians and prectitioners who work out a concept
“of the educational activity together in full considor—

.etion of the social and economic conditions end with
regard to the educetionel obaectives already formu-"
lated. X review of such solutions and of writings ¢6n h
the suhject reieels a number of features charecteriﬁ7
tic for the selection of educational contents which are

. common both for theé countries'with lo%g and beautiful
~tradition in the'fiel;;ot the small child’s education

_ and for those which sTe just starting the educational
activity in this field. Let us consider the most im-
portant of these features. » .

-
»

fhe first one of them is that sociel and cultural
nedn of/the cﬁild are>considered elongside the biolo-
»gical/ones and moreover, Ell of them &re given atten-
: tid:/et the same significance level. A parellel con- '
//gideration of all those needs as equelly important \\




- brings about a8 new situation: from the very beginning
oi’ his life the ¢hild is provided with the proper con-:
ditions for full physical development ac, for instance,
rational diet, proper, cloting, a neceasary amoant of
aleep, required hygienic standarda and movement but
also he is encouraged. to get acquainted w1th the world
of people and:with the world‘of objects, nature, art‘!9
.ané tuchnology. Thus, adulta.elicit and stimulate fie.

development of/;ﬁecificaily\human needs. We can say

'/of the contents owihg to which the child'

ized“ are part of hia n\arest environ-
ment, stilA they have to be found and oidexed as other-
W1889:37/ch11d is confronted with a huge mads of stimu-

li, % all ‘of them favourable from the developmental

A
int of view.

Gare provided by parenta and professional educators
pn crechea and kindergartena which is imbued with edu-
% ‘ Eational values in the modern underatanding of the term

is the moat‘impo*tant guideline pointed to by the edu~.

s

cational aciencea.

\~, . ‘Fhe second feature ia cloaely connected with the
tormar one ‘and deals with 8 ayatematic broaden}ng of
“the acope of the educational contents. The biological
£ - A0
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espect of the child’s growth makes 1t poFaiblé to en-
rich the content. Therefore in most of the programmes
the grouping of content is carrisd out according to the
following elements, i.e.lhealth education, intellectual,
éocial, moral, aesthetic and technical education. It is .
easy to notice that the above men}ioned:elementﬁ cor-
respond to personality aspects on the 6ne hand and to
the fqui;?menta cf th? life in the present-day situa-
tion on the other. This kind of grouping emables u#lto
“unqpratand how many different aspects have to be‘in-

g cluded in the small child’s education so that he can
?gét ready.for the duties éo come éa well as be success-
ful. Multitude of contonts requires a careful sulection,
as contents have to be regulated gccordiné to thé pay-~
chic and physical cépabi}itiealdf~eadh individuel child.
Too many contents will cause tifedneaa, indifference and
-neurosis, too few will brimng about inauffioie;Q'progress
and the lack of knowledge. Another question is also of |
importance here, namely that_of estimating the relative
difficulty of the contents. Those which prove to be aasy
eiicit no iﬁtereet frsm the pa;t of the child; while
thoée which turﬁ out too difficult discourage the child
thus. forming a aourcelof stress—That is why the stream

‘of contents ought to be coastantly supervised by parents
. . . 11
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and educators, irrespective of whathes contents in-
cluded in the programme. cr those spontaneously arising
‘from the gﬁvironment are concermed. This is, however,
by no means synonyﬁpus with blocking the natural read-
inesa to learn or to get to know the environment. Con-
trarily, such readiness gshould be strengthened in the
educational process which will then he;p in the forma-
/H@“Jiion of interests and in the development of abilities.

Another feature <smmon to many programmes ge;red

to the small child is the domination of positive con-

_tents. The children's tendency to identify with what
gh;j—see and learn, which has been empiricall& demon~
strated in more than one research project, calls for
their confrontation with the most beautiful and most
precious of the humaen values. Therefore, in each par-
tiéular sphere of heaith, intellectual, sqcial, moral,
assthetic and technical education patterns to foilbw_
are presented. Such a présentation, if accompanied by
a'prdper explanation of falueg and patterms, elicits
emotions and desires of a higher order and pelps_to

. understahd complex phenomena. Emotional commitment'in
.valugs and rejecting ever& form of evil vecome synony-
mous, thus leading to the attitude of opposing eny wrong
activity. No unnecessary moralizing is here neqded,.as -

12

. & ‘
. i




' ‘meny examples are instructive by themselves showing
how to behavo, what to choose and which pattern to
.~ follow. ' |

An important feature is also the clarity of the
content _The oharaoter of the ohild 8 cognitive abil-
: ities, of his emotional and volitional sphere causes
-that authentic pictures and situstions drawn from the
every-day life are accepted as convinciné:‘becanse they
affect the senses. In such & way the cognitive mecha-
nism star*s to function, data are collected for per-
ception, comparison, annlysis, synthesis and general- : oD
izations. ¥With the view to the significance of the
thinking process in “the child s all-round deveiopmon
a proper selection of the eduoational content is indis-_
pensable. Contents will then provide information of -
people, objects, phenomena and nature, elicit and ao- .
tivate perception and imagination on which the thinking
prooess ‘is based What seems to be of specoisl importance
.is the development of reproduotive imagination .as well
‘as of the productive one. Owing to those kinda of imag-
" ination the child expresses his needs and desires in

" movement, music, words and art. a

It is commonly mocepted that creativity is typical
, '3 ,
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for'eech child, eo'if ought to be cultiveted'end devel-

_oped without unnecessary limitations. Cere\for the

child’s creetivity is an educational imperative for all
the edueaxors. Adults’® intervention should consist 1n

providing an encoureéing atmosphere and necessary ma-

.terials. Interest in what the child creates and praizes

stimlate and enrich creation making the child happp.

Prom:what has been said above an important conclu-
sions can be drawn: toe educetiohellconoents cught to
stimulete the child’s activity owing %o which they. de-
velop their 1noorn dispositions, acquire knowledge, heb—

Eits and skills. Three forms of ectivity\cen be here- dis-

tinguished, 1. e. play, learning and work, the flret -one

‘of them being dominant in the early childhood. Although
- scientists vary in their op;nions of its etiology, mech-~

anisms, kinds and functions, they agree on the -point of -

its greet educat*onel significance. It has been defini-

- tvly steted that 1n the course of child’s tlay not’ only

the senses but also all the peychic processes ere being‘

developed The quality and the: developmentel scale of

'-these processes depeno on the content as well as on the

kind of.pley. Practically every play beare a diductic
cherectef, although it ¢an obviousiy be more or less

svident To put it simply, during each pley the child
N , 14
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becomes involvgq>ih the learning process in tﬁé broad
mesning of the term. Learning is here undexrsfcod as ?he
independent acQuisitioﬁ of knowledge owing to which in-
formation obtains a duxabie position in the learnmer’'s
min& and becomes a stimuius for further information

sesking.

From this point of.view'play is also connected with
ﬁhe development of gpeech and its stesring. Speech ss
A means of communication that is exclusiyely human and
~serves the purposes of expressing thoﬁghfs and emotions'
cgils for a special carebfrom the part o2 educators.
Thereiore; althougﬁ the child is born with a fuliy
- formed speech and articulation apparatus, the very devel-
opment and acquisition of language depend on. special sti-
muli which evoke speeoh readiness and condition’ the ac~
qﬁisition'of vocabulary, its uhderstanding and. its prop-
er hsage. The. language of adults, if.it is corr€§t3 log~
ical ana clear, becomes a patterm that the ‘child will
foliow. Literary texts can also be used for thsvpurpose,
especially whenesar the content is suitable for fﬁe
~ohild 8 age and the text itself abundant in artistic
means ¢f expression. It should be stressed however,\\
that both in the learming to speak and in. the learning
to read and write the atmosﬁhere of friendliness is
15
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oruciai for the eduoational attaimnent, 8C eVery oppor-
tunity ought ‘to be taken in order ‘to express it,and -
) point to the usefulnesa of-language skills the every
| day life. Discussing play and its characte stios it is
-necessarytto'emphasize its important advan/age which is
the faét that it always takes place in a favourable at-
mosphere accompanied by the vivid interest of the child
in the aotivity undertaken during the play. The play
changes from the individual activity into the BOcial
- cooperation in the peer group acco*ding to the growing
age of the child and  thus a network of subjective and:
objective contacts is established which is arucisl for
the socialization'prccesé. Situationa appear in which
cooperation, leadership. and submiasiveness can be trained.
" Analyzing the play from this poirit of view it is easy to
notice its correlation with work as an activity, the

-,

_effects of which are characterized by the objective so-
cial value. The first_to be mentioned is self-service,.f“
that is the child’s skill to‘dress, eat and wash all by
himself. Later, howe er, the child should be encouraged
to undertake activities for the benefit of the family-
end ‘0of the local environmerit. Participation in simple
activities of this kind influences the formation of im-

' portant features as, for instance, will, character,~
’ ' 16 '
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'self-esteem and the sharing of responeibility for eve-~
rything that ia going on' in the surroundings. )

" There are numeroue educational errors~in this par-
..tioular field, as adults often tend o believe that the
child has plenty -of time to 1ea'rn to work. That is why
they frequently discourage ‘the child’s efforts and en-
' deavours. This is accompanied by a constant lack of
patience %o wait t111 the ohild pertorms a given task
by himself. Such an approach’is harmful for ‘the child
- ., who. finds immense sstisfsction in his participation 4in
various activities, if only they are appropriate for

his age as far ag the amount of effort is concerned.

The set of problems connected with the edicational
objectives and contents of activity oriented toward the
small child which has been the subject of the present

\;Fﬁaper demonstrates the complexity and gcope of duties

5£to be performed by parents, creohes, xindergartens and
lower school grades. The uniformity of the eduoational
influence exerted/by all thsse institutions confirms
'the ides of the educative society, the ides promoted by
politidians and scientists with the View to the future
of mankind to the well-being of ‘the child and to hu- °
mane relationships snd interpersonal relations. The i

- - "
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naig element ar the educative society is the educa—.

0

o

tional cul*ura, the promotion of which ghould be the
leading task of our Organization.
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