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1. Introduction

'Scope . . ‘ ' .

This survey has set out to provide a description of currently active British
research into child psychiatrlc disorder and the normal -social development
of children. The following areas have been specifically excluded:

mental subnormality - a major sub-speciality;

delinquency;

cognitive and linguistic development, except where this has been linked
to the study of social development, or to -abnormal processes in disturbed
children; . -

animal research. 3

The criterion of 'currently active research' may have led to apparent -
inconsistencids. The aim has been to inclucde only those studies in which
strategies or methods were being act1ve1y formulated and piloted, or studies
in which data collection or analysis was in progress. It was decided not to
include studies in which analysis was complete or investigations which were
being written up ‘or were awaiting publication. The survey therefore -
includes studies in which data analysis is continuing even if preliminary
results have been. published, but excludzs completed studies even if
unpublished. .

Method

An initial postal-survey was carried out in the autumn of 1974. ‘This set out
the aims and limits of the survey and requested titles of relevant progects
Postal enquiries were sent to:

all child psychiatrists attached to-a postgraduate or” undergraduate
medical school; the heads of all academic departments of psychiatry; ‘
the heads of a11 academic departments of child health; the heads of

all academic departments of psychology.

Similar enquiries were made to the follcwing organisations:

Medical Research Council; Social Science Research Council; Department of
Health and Social Securlty, Department of Education and Science. Home .
Office; National Children's Bureau; Tdvistock Institute; National Foundatio:
for Educational Research; Nuffield Foundation, British Epilepsy A59001at10n
° Mental Health Trust and Research Fund.
In addition relevant research in several departments of 5001ology social
‘administration and education has been included.

All the child psychiatrlsts who reported research interest were visited and

interviewed and the resulting abstracts are an amalgam of their written protocolt
and"the information that they provided during interview. A similar procedure
was adopted with a selected number of other departments. ~Abstracts of other
research projects were prepared from wrltten protocols submitted by the
researchers themselves.

Presentation -
The bulk of the survey is in the form of abstracts. These have been arranged
under 11 main headings set out as separate sections A-K. Individual abstracts
are referred to in the text as (Al) etc. They are preceded by general ‘comments
on the research (chapter two), and followed by a critical review which

emphasises general strengths and deficiencies.

No classification can be completely satisfactory; there are treatment studies”
which will have implications for psycho-pathology, methodSlogical studies which

—_ 1
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will have implications for t.rcafman, and so on. Many of the studies® set out
to ook wt more than a single problem.

An.attempt has been made to reduce the
effect Oof this uverlap by cross-referencing at the end of each section,

,

All abstruacts were returned to the principal research worker, who was dsked to
verify points of. fact and vm'phusis. Any amendments have been incorporated in
the present version of the survey.,  The survey was carried Jdut in 19%5, and
inevitable delays may have rendered part.of this study out of,date by the time
of publication. . : :
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2. The Research o .
& ‘ :

Methodological stu'dies {see chapter 3, section A) . .

Much of the research referred to in this review has involved the development

of methods to study problems particular tO a given projuct. ' .

However, section A deals with studies which systematically cxumine methods and
instrumerts which have a more general application.

The widening of child ‘psychiatric research over the past-decade has been ]
associated with the development of new methods far measuring normal and disordered
child and familys behaviour. In carrying out this review, it beceame apparent that
certain of these methods were widely used and that in scveral cases the

rexistence of measures or techniques acted as a stimulus to begin a study. The
development of methods therefore not only serves to. improve measurement, but ualso
has an important effect on widening the basc from which rcesevreh work is carried
out. !

. o . . .
Much methodological work has been directed towards devising instruments-with which
to measure disorder. In the United Statés the emphasis has been an the develop-
ment of 'behaviour inventories' such as the Peterson Quay Behaviour Inventory and
the various scales developed by Conncrs andshis associates at Massachugetts
General Hospital. In these cases the scales weré derived empirically from a wide
range of problem behaviours and were subsequently refined by statistical
techniques. Their development has allowed for increasced sophistication-in the
planning of drug studies, and a compendium of scales bus been collected and -
circulated by the National Institute of Mental Health tJ interested workers.:
Although reasonably .sensitive to showing change In the more Timited setting of

“‘the. school classroom, these instruments remain largely insensitive to change

at .home with its wider range of behavioural possibilities and the gredter
involvement of the parcent/rater. Questionnaire measures have also been .
developed in Great Britain, the most frequently used being the-Rutter classroom:
and parent scales and Stott's Bristol Social Adjustment Guide (BSAG). The
former were developed as screening instruments for use in large scale surveys,
the latyer.as an instrument to predict future delinguency. However, the gumand
for readily administered behaviour measures has beer such that both the Rutter
scales and the BSAG have been used in-a wide varicty of studies as diagnostic
instruments without due regard to their limitations.

The Rutter scéies have previously been validated with reference to a multi-faceted
psychiatric evaluation. Rutter et al. at the Institute of Psychiatry (Al12) are
now working to prepare a manual which will provide validdtion and reliability data
for children of different ages and in different settings as well as correlational
data with tests of intelligence and attainment. Kolvin and his colleagues (A8)
are er -mining the degree of congruence or overlap between thei Rutter scales and
other school based measures of disturbance. The validity of the BSAG has not yet
been tested in the same way. The Guide was used at age: 7 and 11 on the 1958 -
cohort in the National Child Development Survey and in many other studies listed

.in this survey. This Guide is long and includes inferential- items which increase

the likelihood of unreliability. Ghodsian (AG) at the Nationu% Children's Bureau

is now working on the internal consistency of the scale, an ex‘rcise which may

"lead to its abbreviation and simplification, and on cross-referencing scores
~against other mz2asures of disorder.

An important British contribution to methods has been the work by Rutter, Brown,
Wing and Graham over the past decade in decveloping zn interviewling technique which
draws upon the clinical skills of the intervicwer whilst at the| same time imposing
a structure and rating system that permits a high dlegree of inter-rater
reliability. Interviews have been developed.for the assessment of problem
behaviours in children, for parental psychiatric state and for quality and
characteristics of home life. Brown and his_ associates at Bedford

College, whose interest is primarily in the determinants of depression in women,
are continuing to develop and refine interview measures (A2) which will ultimately
be of value in the measurement of parental interaction and familly support systems.

] . - . 3
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The interview process is itself being studied by Cox and his associotes who are
investigating the effects of interviewer Style and behaviour on the amount and
type of information obtained during diagnostic assessment.  This study is also
intended to be of value in clinical practice.

'

the measurement of individual ('temperamental') differences in the child-has
rclied largely on interview techniques or the use of the Carey Scale, Concern
about the validity of this approach is leading Dunn and Wooding (A17) and Wolkind
et al. (Gl7) to cross-check interview data against naturalistic observations of
the child® Douglas et al. (A16) whose primary interest has been in infant
effects on mother-infant interaction, have devised a series of automated devices
tor cross-checking on mothers' accounts of both infant and interactive behaviours,
Observational methods are widely used by mother-infant researchers, often within
the artificial confines of the experimental laboratory. The range of behaviours',
that can be noted is large and this in turn.imposes a stress during the process

of data reduction and handling. Id a linked series of mother-child observational
studies Schaffer and Crook at Strathclyde are working on the preparation of.a full
repertoire of mother—infant behaviours as a preliminary to their later

simplification and abbreviation (J17). Hinde ¢t al. (Al18) are -studying nursery
school children in order to prepare a method for coding obscrvational data on
pecr-pecer interactions. A number of investigators are concerned about the

validity of behhviours scen in the laborafory or in brief observation sessions
at home,  Blurton Jones (Ald) has planned a series of experiments to measure the
impact of -the observer's prescence and the effeet on reliability of different
recording techniqaes. Mitchell and Coleman (A10) and Coleman et.al, (A1l59)
intend to standardise and adapt obsoervational techniques so that they may be used
clinically to assess-chahge in young children at school and in aurseries.

The Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at the Institute of Psychiatry
(A3) is refining-a c¢linical item sheet and developing a computer program to
facilitate the extraction ot case, record material. The intention is to make

these methods available to other, interested clinics and some 6f the work is beirg
done in collaboration with the Department of Nemropsychiatry at The Park Hospital,
Oxtord (development of EEG rating systems).

A quite separate-arcen of methodological concern is that of the classification of
psvchiatric disorder in children, Up until the past decade this was a barren
arca - reflected by the allocation of a single all-cncompassing coding
"Behaviour Disorders of Childhood' in“the eighth version of the International
Classification of Discases (ICD)Y - with all the concomitant barriers to
cffective desceription and communication.’ Rutter, working with colleagues of the
WHO and in the Department of Child Psychiatry at the Institute of Psychiatry
“initiatedsproposals for a richer diagnostic scheme which permitted coding of
individual cases along a number of different dimensions. This was tested
systematically. and as a dircet result of that empirical work,a revised schemc
was adopted for inclusion in the ninth version of the ICD. The Department is
currentsy engaged in examining the properties of the reviscd version and an
associated glossary (AlLY) in a balanced design experiment involving over SO
child psychiatrists.  The experimental design developed for this stady will be
uscd in replivation studies in’ other countries, Classification is also the con-
¢>rn of Freud and her co-workers at tbe Hampstead Clinic, whose scheme makes use
of psyechoanalvtic concepts. Work is in progress to prepare ua cofiprehensive
review and gunide to the nse of the Diagnostic Index and Profile (A13).

Prevalence and natural history of disorder (see section B)

The organisation of: social and medical services in Great Britain has
faciltitated epidemiological wnd follow-up studies. In the field of adulf
psychiatry, epidemiologists nave made extensive use of psychiatric case

registers as sampling frames for their research. However, in discussion,

workers on all the major British case registers agree that they are of.limited

usc in child psychiatry. This is "largely because childhood disorder, -
regardless of type or severity. is assessed and treated by a variety of both .
medical and non-medieal agencies, and a medically based register will not .
provide a represcentative base. A more.appropriate base for child research is
provided by a 'births register’'. There.are very few of these and it was a

matter of particular regret that the Waltham Forest Births Register,
previously used for epidemiological rescarch into cinildhood disorder, has now
been closed.

% i - .
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.(B3) and the 1000 Newcastle Families Survey of .Brandon et al. (Bl) were

“.(now aged 30) and is now relating later psychiatric ‘morbidity to earlier i

-
v .

-
°

Prevalence studies in child disorder have been carried out” d4fter screening
total populations defined geographically or by date of birth. Using these
methods, British research.has provided a unique body of informatiou on

relationships between social’, educational an’ family factors and - .
manifestations of childhood disturbance.

.

Richman et al. (B6) have used an approach similar to that employed by the
survey on the Isle of Wight, to study the prevalerce of disorder in very young
children in an avea of outer Loandon. A short-term follow—up will permit the
exsmination of continuities and changes between the agas of 4 and.?7. Their
sample was identified through the Waltham Forest Births Register. A study by
Rutter et al. (B7) extends the earlier Isle of Wight findings to an urban

arga to examine the possible cause of regional differences in the prevalence
of childhdéod disorder.

The National Child Development Study (NCDS) (1958 cohort, B4) and Child Health .
and Education in the Seventies (CHES) (1970 cohort, B2) are both very large
scale longitudinal studies which have set out to study a national sample of
children defined by their date of birth. . Ip,both cases the original samples,

were collected to study factors which contributed to maternal and infant’

morbidity in the perinatal period. These were then elaborated to provide
longitudinal information that would relate demographic variables and early
medical and obstetric events to later development. They have been and will
also be used cross-sectionally to describe the prevalence of medical disorder °
and. behavioural deviance. By virtue of their size, these studies must

depend on self-completed questionnaires and on data obtained by a very large
number of interviewers - mainly health visitors - with varying degrees of

" skill and commitment. The benefits of sample size are inevitably

mitigated by the quality of the data. In the case of ‘the NCDS (1958 cohort),
the basic measure 'of behavirur at the ages of 7 and 11 was a score on the
Bristol Social Adjustment Guide. This is a questionnaire completed by the
teacher and will not reflect disorder confined to home. The external
validity of the test has not been systematically -evaluated so that analyses
whHlch use this measure are ¢ifficult to interpret. . The most récent follow-up
of the 1958 cohort at age 16 expands the behavioural enquiries made with
parents ard uses externally validated questionnaire measures. The later CHES
(1970 cohort, B2) places more emphasis on behaviour, vand collects informa-
tion on problem behaviours at home and at school and or the mental stute of
the mother, an important factor in determining child disorder.

Longitudinal studies also provide an opportunity to examine the natural
history .of disorder in childhood. Douglas's (1946) British National Survey

large scale longitudinal studies started shortly after the end of World War ,
.II1. The cohorts were studied at frequent intervals during childhood and ) {
adolescence. Douglas remains in contact with 86 per cent of the 1946 sample /

childhood problems and experience (B3). The 1946 cohort is also being used
to examine behavioural-continuities between and within generations. Subjects’
who have themselves become parents are being interviewed when thcir children
are aged 4 and 7 (B3). The Newcastle study ceased when the cohort reached
the age of 16. Brandon is now undertaking an exercise to examine the /

feasipiliiy of relocating the sample to study the relationships between eatiy
and later discrder. West and Farrington (B10) followed a group of boys f?bm

- a high delinquency arez. during middle childhood and later adolescence.

During that time behavioural assessments were made at regular intervals. ' The
-cohort was further examined at age 21 and 25 and these later assessments will
provide information on continuities between childhood disorder and adjustment
in early adult life. Zeitlin (B 11) is using case notes from a clinic popu-

lation to study continvities between child and adult psyghiatric disturbance.
A very different type of study is being curried out in Mauritius but is being
supervised in York by Venables in collaboration with Mednick and Schulsinger

(B8). The investigation aims to follow subjects whose patterns, of autonomic

reactivity are held to resemble those found amongst adult schizophrgénic

patients, through childhood and adolescence. ;

>

General clinical studies (see section C)

. A . ‘/"‘ . ! )
ftudies in this section include those concerned with the deflnlylon of dlaénostlc
entities or the investigation of causal mechanisms. Intervent;on studies are
described in® section F.. . /
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The survey found surprisingly little sy%stuntiul wonk being done on th‘affect{be
disorders in chitdhood, wn area iu whigh there is confusion about',both pheno-
menology and treatment. Berg and Butler (C1l) are continuing_their investigations
,into aspects of the psychopathology and background of children who refuse to go -
to sghool. Lena (C2) has made interesting proposals to study the children of
parentb with manic-depressive psychosis but is working with limited resources .,
and inadequate access to ¢dntrol c%ées. A study by Walker et al. on self-injury
(C3) is assessing a consecutive greup of 10-14-yedf-old children who have
attempted suicjde. Blllv\un (A1) /is working to develop a quesﬁlo\na1re measure
of depression appropriate for USU/“lth children.

‘v

LI
- v

The concept of hyperucLiv1Ly 1s/aﬁ'1mportan} one for it carries . at ledst as A}
used in the United States - rmportant implications for treatment and aetiology.
There.-was only one study on this condition - that of Taylor et aklk. (CG), who are
examining thé relationship ui//naychophy51olog1pal measurés and meusures of- -
attention to hyperactivity in 2 group of disturbed boys. Kolvirand his = . e
collcagues (CS5) are stud;)ng/d group of chlldren with anti-social disorder —
identificd at school widh a Tiew to examining "the classification of this type of”®

disorder Both of these studies should prove valuable in clarifying existing
wver-ine 1us1\c diagnostic concepts. . .

o .
Thoxu wre a number of studics ‘taking place on the- syndromo of infantile 4utlsm

Previous estimates of th( prevalence of autism have becn criticised for . !
generalising from alleged over-estimates found in surveys carried out in areas
with o disproportionate number of middle ¢lass families. 1In order to examine

this possibility Wing and Gould (C19) are carrying out a prevalence survey in 2
geogruphically defined arca with u predominanced ofiworking class families aid,
if the -sume ~tudy, are investigating the pIU\dlunLC of autistic-like behavlour
in children with severe subnormality. S .
The aectiology of the condition and the contribution of genetic anafbio]ogical
factors are being studiodiby Folstein and Rutter (C10), who are examining the
concordancce for gpgniLivo'igmairmunt and for social autism in twins. By
simultancously esamining anamnestic data, this study allows for the investi-
gation ot rthetinferaction between neurological and fenetic factors in the

aut istie syndrome. Relationships between social agnd cognitive aspects are also
being studied h} wing and Gould (C19) in their total'population,survny.‘and, in
a sepacote study (C20). the same workers are examining relationships beéuween
Social skills and educational achievement »  Rutter and Clark (C18) are
investigating the relative importance of poor motivation (negavivistic beha-
viour) and cognitive deficit in accounting for” autistie children's poor
perfoymanee during psychomgtric testing.

. N Ty
The role of environmental factors - in purticular disturbances in parent-child
compunication - in the actiology of autism is being studied by Lennox and *
Rutter (C13) who are investigating thought disorder in the parents of

autistic children and in coatrols.  The same problem 'is being examined by

Kolvin ot al. (C12), who have used a range of self report attitude and
bebaviopr scales to compare the parenting .received by autistic children with
that ofsother children with communication disorders. Rutter and Bartak (Cl17),
examining . similar yroblum have dndertaken a detailed :obs:rvational and
1nLvl*1v“ comparison between autistic and aphasic -children.

-Rosvﬁrrh in-the field of developmental-disorders is being carried out by Shaffer
who ‘is~invpstigating the relationship between bedwetting and psychiatric dis-

order. In.onc study, enurcetic children with and without associated psychiatric
dlfturbangu are compared on a number of background indices and measures of bladder
function (C25 In another, behayviour change, is being assessed after successful

‘treatment (C24) Berg ot al (C22) "are interested in diurnal incontinence and
ure acquiring normative datua on functional bladder vclume and on the motor
‘behaviour adopted by da\txv* enuretics for controlling micturition. Fundudis

et al. (Cll) are examining the behavioural and scholastic correlates of delay in
speech devetopment.

A number of psychol.gists, namely Bryant and Bradley (C26), Frith (C29), Miles
(€31) and Richardson and Zangwill (C32), are studying percepual and linguistic
differences in children who have difficulty in reading. Russell and Slade (C33)
are examining the corrclation between backwardness in reading and in calculating
in a clinic group. Clark (C27) is cxamining the value of intelligence and
language tests in predicting later reading difficulties. Studies con the relation-
ship between purcly school or educational factors and learning difficulty may not
have been fully represented in this survey, which included only a selected number

) 6
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©0f academic departments of education. Relevant “tudies include those by Fogelman
(C28) who is matching NCDS aud municipal data to relate regional differences in
attainment to eaucational expesaditure, and Wedge and Robinsgn (C35) who are con- .
,trasting the attainment of children who started school b'P(oi'e and after their fifth
birthday. More ‘detailed and complex school influénces’ onlattainment are being
examined in the stuydies by Rutter et al. (H6) and Réynolds et al.(H5), described
%atér in this section. The impact of anxiety on learning at schbol is being
studied by Jones and Currell (C30)." 3.Worrall (H8) "is studying th eXfects of . -
spen feedback between pupil and teacher on.cldssroom behaviour anﬁ achievement ~ 7
. a3

' - .
. - . B

- N ’

- . -

‘i’s'ychiatric disorde: in children with physical illhess‘(see section D).

Selection bias is a major problem in tne-evaluation of psychiatric disbrder in
epileptic children. An opgortunity to overcome' this arose with the NCDS -
(1958 cohort) from which it was possible to extract a tota)l sample of children
with convulsive disorders. Butler and West (D3} have uséd this to compare
_educational attainment and social gdjustment of children who bhave had febrile and
othey seizures. They have examined additional medical records for these” '
children, but behavioural assessment has been limited to data obtained during .
the Ng)s-».' - . ) _ _ .
The relationship between early neprologiéal dysfunction and later behaviour
remains a confused area with most follow-up studies using perinatal abnofmqiity
rather than any direct index of neurological dysfunctiop as their starting
point. Drillien and Tanompsor (D5) have the opportunify to follow up a large
representative series of low birth weignht children who had documented neurological
disorder in the first year of life. Regrettably, -tha value of this study will be
limited by 4 somewhat restricted foilowqup evaluation of behaviour. . .
‘Nen-localising 'minor' or sofit -neurological signs and a number of physical
'stigmata' have previously been ‘found to -be, associated with learning and
-behaviour difficulties. However, tlLi€se signs are alleged to be more common in
"ehildren with 'a history of perinatal complications and it may be that’the
apparent assaciation is an artefact of social disadvantage. Shaffer and Sandberg
© (D14) are examining this possibility by studying thbe relationship between '
neurological signs, physical -stigmata and 'social and family .disadvantage in a
. school population.’ C. . . ]
The search for 'm:chanisms linking brain dysfunction and behaviour disorder has

" been the focus of a number of studies in the Child‘'Psyvchiatry Department at the
Institute of Psychiatry. In the latest of a sceries o1 related, investigationa i
Shaffer et al.(D12) are carrying out a controlled follow-up of children who have
suffered head injury. Particular emphasis is.being given to obtaining a.
satisfactory baseline wf pre-accident behaviour and on ‘examining environmental

~and rearing changes which might account for the high rate of disorder that has
been found te follow brain trauma. . In a closely linked study Rutter :and Chadwick
(D1l) are studying the effect afTage and cognitive reéovery“after'severe brain

* injury. . . ) . :

v 4 . * . - »
It is probable .that at least some of the psychiatric difficulties experienced*”

_ by epileptic children follow from the unwanted effects of anticonvulsant drugs.

. This remains & very under-researched area. Corbett (D4)*is relating anti-

" convulsant blood levels in institutionalised°severe epileptics-'to.their
educational achievement and behaviour. Hutt (D8) at Keele is examining some
specific cognitive effects of anticonvulsant and other, drugs. , .
The practical difficulties .experienced by children crippled with spina bifida
are being examined by Butler et al. (D2), Spain (D15) and Harper et al. (D6). /

" Improvements and refinements in EEG téchniques are leading to increasing
scepticism about earlier-studies which suggested specific behavioural correlales

. of given electrographic patterns. This area is of interest to Harris et al.

(D7) and Shaffer et al. (D13), each of whom is engaged upon referring type of

EEG abnormalitw to psychiatric syndrome in somewhat ditferent clinical populations,
and to Stores (D16, D17}, who is examining EEG correlates of .educational and
school adjustment difficulties. _ 1)

f Many clinicians working with epileptic children feel that the high raté of dis-
order is .at least partially attributable to social stigma. Research into attitudes
is being carried out by Bower and Ward ¢D1) and West*(D20). But this type gf
;resé}gﬁf is extremely difficult and may require a more ‘sophisticated methodology.

7 -
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.carried ouL byt Harvéy et all (FE4)-und Richards and Brlmblecombe (E9) in noting

.
. . .
A}

-~

Several (of the studies on the psychiatric status of physically i1l children |

(section D) imply the changed nature oft DdlunL -child interaction. A novel and-

interesting design is the expertmental and®observational study by Markeva and
Forbes (D26), who are investigaling ovcrp;otectlvc évhuviour among ‘the parents - .
‘of haemophilic chlldro Wolff and Wills (P30) are carrying out a psychtatric

survey of a group of adolebcent diabetics previously studied in early childhood.
Baum and Gath (D21) are examlnlng the relationsaip between poor disease control in
diabetics and their pS)thatrlC sL&Lc» ) .
The impact of. hOSpl~allSdllon dur1ng carly chlldhbod has prov103,1y bcen :
examined_by Douglas using the British «National Survey (1946) data.- These ﬁ
studies arc-Yeing extended (D24) to examine possible sorrces of bxas and to CoN
investigate whether effects have persisted into later adolescence and early

adult life. The effects of meiical treatment are also being studied by

Standen and®Waugh (D29) in uan uncontrolled and. selected study on children with
congenital dislocation of the hip and by Howarth and his collcagues (D25), who

are studying behaviour change over a.one year pvr;od amongst children -
receiving renal dialysis at home Several paediatrjcians ave concerned to ..
lessen the stresses imposed by huspltqllsatlon Evans et al. (F12) are N

studying the impact on the familices of -handicapped children of interventipn by
4 special Children’s Centre.and Smith. ¢t al. (D28) are examining the effects

of play leaders on ward play activities.® .
. ‘:

Later effects of obstetric and permatal abnormallty (see sectlon E) . .

Various obstetric and perinatal 1aciors, in partlcular deficient ?ﬁtra uterine
grovvth, obstetric analgesia and the quality and amount “of early mother- ‘child
sontact, have been Weld to influente the child's later social and.intellectual v
development.  Several longitudinal studies have been established to examine o

these effects and some of these are still active. Findings from these studies

have often been contradictory,- few  have taken account;of family and socisl

factors which themselves prcdlbpose to porlnatal and intra- -uterine ‘abnormality and

which may, longtafter Birth, ‘continue to operate to the child's detriment. JIllsley
et *al. (K3) are concerned with this issue and are ipvestigating the ‘early soc1al

as @vll as L]lnlLdl C\pCFlLﬂ(OS of low birth weight infents. . )

"To some extent Lhesu'problems can be e\amnned in the maJor longitudinal studies,
pamely the NCDS 1958 cohort (B4) and the CHES 1970 cahort (B2)f, ‘where. large - :
umbers aliow for the statistical partiallifig out of lnLcrleldtcé fLC(f 2 ‘Infants
oI low ,birth weight 1n the CHES sample (B2) will have been exam1ne¢ on a humber

of deve]opmvntql measures gt 22 and 42 months (Chamberlain et al., El). Although
there was little emphasis on behaviour at the time of these exam1nat1ons the data
will be 1xwkod to. (e richer social and behavioural ‘assessment at che dge of 5. '".

s N a® ' .

In- propar;ng this survvv,_uw routine, onqu1r10s were ‘made with academlt depaftments
2f obstetrdes, and it is likely that several of these are following up children-
~ith- reféron<o LQ dn"lndldl 01 périnatal features. ’

. . -
’
‘

Flum the p&ldldll]( dvpallm(nls surveyed Pobbing and Whltfuvld (ﬁ&) at the
Unlxtxsll\ nl.uan(h(sl(r and SL(“JlL and Strang (E10) at University College
Hpspxtdl Towdon (LCH) are concerned-to assesg the later cffcets of intra-uterine
dngl pvrinutul'disordcr and treatment.  The Masichester-upit collates very complete
sodial and ultrasonie¢ fetal growth data du11ng pregnancy. THe UCH unit prov1des

'caninuuu5 automdted rocords of the treatment and state of ill neonates in an
,tgtuqslvu'cum- unit. The programmer Has _been ongoings for. spme time, but lays most

smphasis on.regular ypsychometric cevaluation with relatively little enquiry into

“behaviour or social and family IILfors The follow-up programme ¥t Manchesteér

has not Yot hvuh vstabllshcd A . : . [\ !
The Britisho-Births:® Survey showed that an inerodbing propériion'of newborn
Jnfants arenspondlng Lfmu in spPlel care units. . The effects of tgg
Separathp from mother: which ma3 accompany 1nten51\e care are of cdncern to a

1umbder® of, developmental psthOlOngLS and paediatricians. > Pilot work. i& being .

.he amount of cdontact thal. morherb have with th&r infants receiving special g
care, Jaques et ale (E6), nﬂb-gontraat1ng the éevelopment of children treated

“in units ‘in whlch';onta(t w1Lhomother was. maxrmlbed with infants who receive
convent1onal eare . .

. - LoX ’ N ’ Lo T

R Y - . hY
Studles of thi$ sort are ulear13 of interes% and may well,.reveal effects of

-ﬂarlv separatlonMOn'p&rcntxng' wacver it. is by Mo means certain which

- Co



\lmaSuros might be sensitive Lo oftects on the infant's social development.

Hemce the vatue ot Mills' study (E8) into the cffects of dbstetric analgesia.
This: employs a very wiae range of oulcome meusures to investigate the short or
medium term effects on the infant of Uh%lLlrlu analgesia.

-
. ¢ .
.

Treatment studies (see section F),

Little .psychopharmacological rescarch was being carried out at \he timé of this
study. Grabam and Richman's study on sleep disorders (Fl) is examining the
hyprotic rather than the psycnotropic effects of drugs in a mixed group of. ’
children with slcep disorders. The study by Kolvin et al. (F2) on anti-
depxessant treatment of school phobia is a much needed repiication of the wprk

'of Klein et Ql. in the United States, but suffers from the .absence of checks on
drug consumptjon ‘with a drug which has been shown to nave a low acceptrnee rate

in children. Theve is no work being undertaken on the use of stimulant drugs.
Shaffer et al. (F3) arc cuirrying out ldboratory studiés into the effects of
imipramine on bladder function.. . '

Behaviour. therapy research includes the use of imaginal desensitisation in
asthmatic children (Norrish and Godfrey, F19) and ¥ehu et al. (F15) are studying
the value of behavioural treatment of children in the care cf social services.
With the ‘high pPO\qlen e of psychiatric disorder in childhood and & he thortage
- of skilled prdutltlon(;sﬁ it is understandable that there should be an interest
in developing treatment techriques for use by non-specialists. Pinkerton (¥21)
is ‘engaged in training nurscs to counsel families, but has not yet develeped a
satisfactory evaluation programme. Coleman et al. (F11) are tra1n1ng nurser
nurses in behaviour management. Rufter et al. (F22) are assessing the uf}ccts
of working through parents Lo manage behaviour problems of autistic children
“Yule et al. (F26) are carefully evaluating behaviour thorapy administered -
through teachers and this is also part of the ambitious treatment study, being
“carried out by hoTVTn (F16), which contrasss the value of a variety of school
" pased interventiops. Not all treatment studies examine Lhe treatment inter-
actions that actuilly take pluce rather thdn those which dre merely intehded.
Careful documentation of/ thestderapeutic’process is especially important in
studies of pbychothcrapy and it is rcgrettable that neither Lask*(F17). nor
Lindsay (F18) nor Canmeron (F{0) 'plans L5 -examine the naturce of thc treatment
interaction in his psychotherapeutic.studies. . o -,
Ounsted ' and Lynch (F20) are attempting to 'prevent child abuse by using intensive
nurture and support in 'at risk’ families.” However, this is of necessity a
small scale study and its impact will bes dxft16u1f‘to 1%soss A more systematic
approach to prevention is being applied by leard—ot al% ‘(F23) who aive
painstakingly examining thce impact on mental and physical hecalth of comprehensive
children's centres sct up to serve defined geographlcal areas. .

. . . v

Development of children with family and %ocual disadvantage (see section G)i -

—

number ‘01 studies 1nxcst1gate the concwpt of 'the cycele of deprivation’

tter and Quinton Y(Gll) are enqu1r1ng into the childhood expor1ences of‘a con-—
secutive group of mothers who aro placing their own children into. care. They .-
will then go on to investigate a now adult pdpulation, whose childhood '
deprivations had been .clearly documented in an-carlier study of children in
institutions. ' This study pxow1des an example’ of how a uel;—dcflned problem which
requires longitudinal study cah be-researched cconomically by using- ‘data obtained -
in.a previous investigation. Tonge and Lunn, (GI6) will also capitalise on an
earligr study by examinjng the second and Lh]xd generation of a- group of deprlved‘

famllleé, vho were the subject of earlier rescarch.

. Ll
An a1t¢rnat1ve approach is to 1nvvst1gatc the second generation of tH¥ cohort in
a longitudinal study. Brandon et al. (Bl) would be interested in doing this, and ..
are undertaking a feas1b111ty exercise to determine how readily the original
1000 Newcastle Families' coljort can be traced. The principal aim of the British
Natignal Survey's (1976 cohort) Second Generation Study (B9) is- to-examine
continuities of disorder in different generations. The 11m1tations of the origin:
sample - which, for example, excluded 1lleg1t1mate births - wonuld make it @ 1less
suitable base-for the study of continuities of deprivation.

) . . -
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McLaughIﬁn et al. (G8) use an interesting strategy to examine inter-generational
continuities of parenting. They examine similarities in the parenting behaviours
of sibling sisters brought up by the same mother. :

These invesligutions address themselves to the basic question of whether there
are continulties of deprivation. A study by Wolkind et al. (G17) examines how
such continuities might be mediated. Carefully constituted samples of
disadvantaged women and controls are being studied during the early years of
their first child's deve-lopment.  This study, as well as any in this review,
illustrates the advantages of ¢olltaboration between the psychiatrist and the
behaviourat scientist. It combines the psychiatrist's awareness and concern
for individual differences and clinical problems with mathods derived from
deveropmental and cthological rescarch. Another study which examines
mechanisms of disadvantage is that by Mayall and Petrie (G7), contrasting the
social behaviour of minded children when with their baby minder and when with
their nother.  The offects of deprivation on the child are being

tnvestigated by Dixon and Rutter (G3) who are examining classrédom behaviour

5t children who have been institutionalised since an early age.

.

There is & close link between parental psychopathology and childhood disoraer.
The studices of Brown and Harris (Gl) and Rutter et al. (Gl2) are in some respects

. complementary. Brown is using cpidemiological methods to examine the
vulnerability to and proglpittlion of depressive disorder in women. Rutter et
al. have ocen investigating ‘the impact of depressive and othor mental disturbance
1n parcats on their chitdren. Another investigation examining maternal
influcnces is that by Gath (G1) who, in earlier research, noted the particular
Jdifficulties experienced by older mothers. Her current controlled study examines
“Lhese probléns systematicalty” and also looks at their impact on the behaviour of
the child.

A number of investigators coxamine rcelationships between child state and changes

in family circumstance. Tizard and Hodges (G15) are examining variations in the
social dm\qlnpmvnt of children - all initially in institutional care, but
differing in their later nurture. Streather (Gl4) is using longitudinal data Trom
the NODS to contrast the development of children who start life with a single
parent but whose mothers then marry or cohabit, with children born legitimately,
who £ on to lose a parent by death or separation Pollock (G9) is following a
‘cohort of children in a -disadvantaged urban community with particular reference

to changes in hou\xng and material circumstance.

School influences on behaviour (see section H) i
The survey of academic departments of education was limited to those with chairs
in psvehology. For this reason certain relevant projecis may have been over-
lovked.. . N

Sevcerul studics cexamine the contribution that school may make to childhood dis-
tress or disorder. Pinkerton and Hughes (H1) are examining the emotional impact
of part-time nursery education, which, whilst appearing to provide educational
benefits in an cconomicial way, necessarily involves disruption of routine and
discontinuity of care for the very young child. Thesc workers arg also examining
“tke prevalence of problem. behaviours during the first few weeks af school (H3)

and their relationship to early care and other background variables. In a further
study they are contrasting the quality of communication butwee very young
children and lhvlr teachers and mothers (H7) o

Both Rutter et al. (H6) and Reynolds et al. (HS5) are examining the cffects of
secondary school on the behaviour of older children. An earlier study: by Power
suggested that Jdong recognised school differences in the prevalence of disturbed
or delinquent behaviour could not be explained solely by variations in their
pupil intake. This was later confirmed by Rutter in a longitudinal study in wh1cn
it was possible to take account of difference in intake. Both Reynolds and Rutter
ire now contrasting the social organisation, curricula, teaching methods and

. amount of pastoral care in schools with high and low rates. of disorder.

In an elegant serices of experiments, Connolly and Smith (H2) have studied the
effects of class sive and density and teaching style on the behaviour of young
children. + This is likely to provide useful information tor the planning and
organisation of schools and also to be of more general relevance to the study

10 _ .
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of ecological influences on children's social development. Worral (H8) is
studying the process whereby children and teachers form initial impressions

of each other. As part of this research it is proposed to examine the effects
-on pupll attitudes and behaviour of impression feedback. This issue is
directly relevant to certain psychotherapeutic methods.

Finally, Butler et al. (H1l) in their extensive survey of school and care
provisions for young children linked to the assessment’ of individual children in
CHES (B2) will hopefully provide information on the impact of different types of

provision for deprived or handicapped children, and more generally on the child
population.

“Personality and individual differences (see section 1)

The stability of individual differences over relatively short periods of time is
being examined' in the longitudinal studies being carried out by Richman et al.
(B6), Costello (J3), Wolkind and Hall (G17), Richards and Dunn (J16) and
Blurton Jones (J1). Wood (I5) is studying the stability of activity and
attention during the first 10 months of life. These are attributes which are
thought to be relevant to some forms of behaviour disorder in childhood and
their early correlation and continuity will therefore be of particular interest
to child psychiatrists. Powell (I4) is examining the association between
Eysenckian parameters of personality and behaviour disturbance.. Little (1I3)

is contrasting certain psychophysiological responses in childremr with
predominantly conduct and neurotic disturbances. -

Iong-term stability is being examined in the Institute of Education's

longitudinal study which was established primarily to examine the stability of
_ personality traits. Data collection has been complete for. some time.and
Giuganino and Hindley (Il) are now analysing scores on the Cattell Inventory
collected during adolescence. ‘Venables (B8) is examining the consistency of
autonomic variables during childhood as part of his study of risk factors-in
schizophrenia. Kolvin and Scott (12) have acquired data on temperamental
chdracteristics of monozygotic and dizygotic twins during childhood and early
adolescence and analysis should be valuable in assessing the genetic contri-
bution to individua! differences. :

Development of communication and socia! relationships within the family

(see section J)

_Blurton Jones is using adaptations of Ainsworth's techniques for measuring
‘attachment to carry out a longitudinal study of Telationship formation in middle
class children (J1). The special coutribution of his study has been the duration
and frequency of follow-up and the attention paid to ind:i—idual differences in
the child and mothér. This method is now being extended to a working-class group
and to mother=infant pairs in other countries. )

The notion of attachment has traditionally been linked with response to
separation. Hinde's work with primates has suggested that the infant's response
to separation is to a large extent determined by the quality of its prior attach-
ments. Dunn (J5), now working in Hinde's laboratory, is examining an extension
of this proposition in human infants. Toddlers' responses to the stress imposed
by’ the birth of a younger sibling are being related to measures of attachment
obtained before the second child's birth. Sturge (J19) is examining a similar
‘situation, the emphasis in her study being on the temperamental and behavioural

~ characteristics of the first born child. Although these studies are being
“carried out at different centres there has been a good deal of early cooperation
so that each will provide limited replication data for the other. .

There is a great deal of interest in the ways in which attachments or refationships
are formed in the young infant. The methods of study owe a great deal to ethology

; and to receat lingui-tic research with its emphasis on the microanalysis of
sequences. In nearly all cases, interactions in a standardised, sométimes

artificial, sometimes semi-naturalistic situation are filmed or videotaped and

the recording is then analysed. -Sequences generate a groeat deal of data which

may be cumbersome to handle. Yet this approach to child development. research

is clearly attractive and in jnitial execution perhaps simple. In preparing

‘this survey, one encountered a number of such projects being undertaken for

masters and doctorate theses. Many of these appeared to over-simplify the

. : ) ' . 11 . :
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issues, paying little heed to individual diff-:rences in mother or infant and
minimising the likely problems of data reduction and analysis. Studies of that
sort have not been included in this review. However, Bruner (J2) in Oxford, -
Newson and Pawlby (J15) in Nottingham and Schaffer and Crook (J17) and

Schaffer and Messer (J18) at Strathclyde University use these techniques with

a major investment of resource to look at how mother and infant become engaged
in an interaction and how the needs and intentions of each are communicated to
one another. Bruner is particularly interested in whether these pre-linguistic
communications are continuous with linguistic structures which appear later.
Newson is interested in the role of intent in infant behaviour and the workers
in Strathclyde in the very detailed identificatdion and analysis of subtle
communicative signals between mother and young child. Foss and Wells (J6) are
examining a rathier more specialised aspect of early communication and are
interested in the process of imitation between mother and infant.

It is likely that the. degree of sophistication and complexity of early
communication is linked to the stage of the infant's.perceptual development. In-
genious studies by Mills (J11) at Bedford College and Murray (J13) in Edinburgh
set out to identify the developmental stages of the infant's visual and auditory
discrimination. Mills uses an operant technique and Murray a general dis-
turbance in the inlant's behaviour as markers of infant recognition. These
responses are noted at different ages with reference to minor alterations of the
mother's appearance, voice and behaviour.

It is now generally acknowledged that the infant's behaviour may initiate inter-
actions with its caretaker and determine their length and nature. The infant
role in a relationship is a subject of wide interest. However, because there
are many factors operating in a relationship, it is experimentally difficult to
identify those which originate with the infant. Contrasting a mother's behaviour
with her different children is one approach but is contaminated by birth order
effects. This has led Costello to use twin pairs in his longitudinal study of
relationship formation (J3). Another approach to the study of ‘infant effects is
to look at children with known abnormality and to note how these affect the
mother's behaviour. Newson et al. (J14) and Newson and Pawlby (J15) are using
deaf and Down's syndrome children to look at compensatory or alternative -
behaviours in the mother.

Perhaps it is not surprising in a field that is very child centred that, whilst
a great deal of attention is paid to variation in infant state and temperament,
there is apparently less interest in the effects of fluctuations or
Aifferences in the mother's state. However, in view of the high prevalence of
mood disturbance in the motiicrs of young children it would presumably be an
added strength to many infant studies if the mother's state were to be
systematically noted. Two modeést studies examine maternal stress. Geber (J7)
contrasts maternal control techniques with and without a time stress and Mills
‘et al. (J12) examine mothers psychophysiological responses to infant crying.

Bruner (JZ) is interested in the relationship between carly prelinguistic
comaunicative behaviours and later linguistic cognitive development. This is
also being examined in Richards and Dunn's Cambridge Longitudinal Study (J16)
in which 77 mother-infant pairs have been examined from pregnancy until the -
age of 95%. During this study Dunn noted that parent participation greatly
increased the child's persistence.in play. This finding is being pursued (J4)
with reference to social class, for it may be that play provides a useful
rehearsal for skills and behaviours that will pe¢ valuable at school. Social
class differences in child rearing practices have been the focus for a
longitudinal study by Newson et al. in Nottingham (J149). Their cohort, now
aged 16, is.being examined for the last time during childhood in 1976. For a
variety of reasons, data have so far been presented in a primarily cross-
sectional way. Use of the SSRC data bank will make it easier to examine
longitudinal continuities in the future. The examination at age 16 will
“include an interview with the child on attitudes and activities. Instruments
devised for this study have been translited and are also being used (J14a and
J14b) to study-.child rearing in groups of immigrant families. . -

Development of éxtra-familial relationships: attitude and role taking _
formation (see section K) ot

This section covers a mixed group of studies which have in common the child's \
behaviour in and attitudcs towards the world outside his immediate family. It s
excludes studies which focus on the specific influence of school (see section H). 3
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Manning et al. (X11) in Edinburgh have completed a small but original
observational study on patterns of aggressive behaviour amongst 4-7-year-old
children which they plan to replicate on a larger sample. This was the only
experimental study of aggression in young children encountered in this survey.

Similarities between social behaviour within and away from the family are being
examined by Blatchford and McGurk (K2) who are studying social approaches that
very young children make towards cach other, and by Fluck and Phillips (K5),
who are interested in the effect that experience with siblings has on
children's social skills. Martlew (K12) is examining continuities between
speech fluency at home before starting school and later use of language in

B

Methods for gauging empathy in younger children are necessarily difficult and
would Seem to require a great deal of preliminary methodological work. Light
and Antonis (K8) use games developed by Flavell to study the development of
role~taking and its relationship to cognitive development. Hoy (KG) uses a

mor¢ direct. approach to study a similar problem aad observes children performing
a task which requires some degree of empathic communication.

Attitudinal research is beset with methodological problems and research on the
Eysenck Personality Inventory suggests that these increase through childhood and
adolescence. Nethertheless, children's attitudes to their careers, sex etc.

are being sought in both the Nottingham Longitudinal Study (J14) and the
National Child Development Survey, 1958 cohort, (B4), with examinations at age
16. Jahoda (K7) is cnquiring into pubertal children's attitudes towards

alcohol and Davey and Pushkin (K4) into children's attitudes towards other
racial groups. These workers are using a number of different techniques to
enquire into attitudes and the researches <hould be of interest from a i
methodological point of view.

Finally, Louden (K9) is examining the self-esteem of minority group adolescents
and is relating this to the racial composition of their school.

13
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A - Methodological studies

(a) Abnormal

Al Birleson, P. (Department of Psychiatry, University of Edinburgh)
DEPRESSION IN CHILDHOOD

The aim of this study is to devise a reliable questionnaire for use with
children which will provide a measure of depression validated against clinical.
assessments. The first stage has been to examine test-retest reliabilities of
children's self-ratings on a list of symptoms thought to be indicative of .
depression in a group of children resident in maladjusted schools. The second
stage will be to give the questionnaire to clinic attenders who have been
assessed by child psychiatrists for the presence or absence of depression and
for whom information is available about onset and precipitants of current
disturbance, family history of depression, suicidal behaviour and alcoholism.

A2 Brown, G.W., Kevlin, M., and O'Connor, P. (Sccial Research Unit, Bedford
College, University of London)- DEVELOPMENT OF MEASURES OF MARRIED WOMEN'S
CURRENT LiFE STYLE AND SUBJECTIVE EXPERIENCES : :

The work of this Unit in studying vulnerability to depression has been based on
interview techniques developed earlier by Brown and Rutter. These have been
widely used in child psychiatric research in Great Britain and abroad over the
past decade. The technique consists of an’ interview in which 2 large number of
areas are covered, with open-ended exploration of any particular topic
continuing until enough information has been collected tc make a rating. The
principal methodological problem consists in devising reliable rating scales to
deal with ‘.i1e richness of the interview material.

The Unit is currently engaged in developing scales for rating a woman's sub-
jective feelings of_self-worth, control, commitment and competence in her domestic
roles and for rating various dimensions of the marital relationship, in = .
particular measures of emotional and practical support and the contribution that

a woman's husband makes to her feelings of self-worth. Similar measures are

being developed on the extent, quality and meaning of extrarfamilial relation-
ships, contacts and activities. * ' ’

The methodological process involves the construction, modification and revision

of measures following lengthy interviews and the provision of detailed notes and
anchoring examples for each rating scale. :

The work is hning supportéd by an MRC project grant.

A3 Chadwick, O., Shaffer, D., Rutter, M., Harris, R. and Stores, G.
(Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Institute of Pgsychiatry and
Maudsley Hospital,- London and Department of Neurophysiology, Park Hosptital,
Oxford) DEVELOPMENT OF ITEM SHEETS AND RETRIEVAL SYSTEM FOR CLINICAL CASE
MATERIAL" .

Item sheets have beep used at the Maudsley Hospital for many years to code
diagnoses and other clinical features of case malerial. They have facilitated a-
rumber of case note studies. The present project entails the refinement of item
sheets to increase their acceptability to clinical personnel - and hence -their
reliability - as well as the development of a computerised filing and retrieval

System, which allows for the later attachment of investigative apd follow-up in-

formation. The.EEG item sheet is being dvveloped jointly with Stores at Oxford
and will enable clinical material from toth.centres to be pooled for further
research.
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A4 Cox, A., Rufter, M., Hopkinson, K., and Egert, S. (Department of Child and
- Adolescent Psychiatry, Institute of Psychiatry, London) INTERVIEWING STYLES IN
-DIAGNOSTIC INTERVIEWS WITH PARENTS .

Semistructured interviews have been widely used in research done at the lastitute
of- Psychiatry, and inter-rater reliability has been shown to be consistently high.
However, a pilot exercise by Cox suggested that different interviewing techniques
.might have different- effects and. elicit different sorts of informant responses.
‘The-present investigation was planned to identify the- advantages and dis-
“advantages of various good interviewing techniques.

. The study is in three parts. The first involved the development of systematic
‘and reliable measures of interviewer techniques, informant responses and
sequences of interviewer-informant interaction. The second consisted of a
naturalistic videotape study of initial assessment interviews of parents attending
- a child psychiatric clinic undertaken by psychiatrists in training. The findings
- showed that certain techniques were significantly associated with fuller expressiormr
.of emotions and feelings by the informants, while other techniques were associated
.with a better range and depth of factual information. .

-~

The third stage consists of an experimental study in which four main techniques
‘are being used in order to systematically examine their effécts in a controlled.
fashion. Each informant will be interviewed on two occasions by different inter-
viewers using different techniques in a balanced cross-over design. s

The study is supported by the SSRC., .

3

" A5 .Freud, A., Hayman, A., Sandler, J., and Yorke, C. (Hampstead Clinte, London)
PREPARATION OF A MANUAL FOR THE RESEARCH AND SERVICE USES OF THE HAMPSTEAD .
DIAGNOSTIC INDEX AND PROFILE K o : e

The Hampstead Diagnostic Index is a classification systeﬂ that ‘has been devised
over the past 15 years to code both surface symptoms and underlying psycho- 4
pathological formations that become manifest during the course of psycho- ~ ,\ .
analytical "treatment. Its development has been done in conjunction with work \
done at the Clinic on the refinement and definition of psychoanalytical concepts.

A . .
The Diagnostic Profile is a classification system for individual patients which
aims to provide psychoanalysts with a basis for comparing.case’material'and for
i the development of methods for predicting likely outcome” and response to treat-
‘ment. _ . - : N - e
The workers at the Hampstead Clinic are now collating 2 manual to serve'as a guide\\
. to the use of the Index and Frofile. .7 " ) S

N

This study'is being supported by the United States National -Institute of Mental’
‘"Health. o e - - : ]

(.
[y

A6 Ghodsian, M. (National Children's Bureau, London) THE INTERNAL .
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BRISTOL SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT GUIDE (BSAG)

“. The BSAG has been widely ‘used in. survey work; in some cases as a predictive
instrument, in other cases as an index of maladjustment. The Guide was used in :

. the National Child Development Study (1958 cohort) at age 7 and 1l. -The present
study examines those data and_includes a factor analysis of all items, % number
of cross-reference exercises with the BSAG and the Rutter A and B scales, and’
validation exercises relating scores to delinquency and psychiatric referral.

This study is being supported by the DES and DHSS.

" A7 Heim, A., Unwin, S., and Watts,K. (Cambridge Psychplogical Laboratory,
"L Untversity of Cambridge) THE BROOK REACTION TEST IN MALADJUSTED AND DELINQUENT
-\ ADOLESCENTS S . » ' ' '

“The Brook Reaction Test is a word-association test in which .the stimulus words
ar~ ambiguous. It has been used to examine the personal interests of older
children and adolescents. Certain deviant forms of responses had been noted
previously in psychiatrically disturbed adolescends. The currenc study

15
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comprises a comparison oI responses in delinquent, psychiatrically disturbed
-and normal teenagers, matched for IQ.

’ o
The study is supported by the MRC.

A8 Kolnin, 1., Garside, R.F., Nicol, A.R. Leitch, I., and McMillan, A.
- (Nuffield Thild Psychology and Psychtatry Department, Newcastle upon Tyne)
A COMPARISON OF DIFFERENT METHODS FOR SCREENING CHILD .DISORDER

The aim of this 1nvestigat10n is to compare the identification rates of
different screen1ng measures used in a school population. . The study is being
carried out in conjunct1on with an investigation of different forms of school
based treatment (see Fl6). .
Approximately 500 7-8-year-old children were screened using the Rutter B scale,

‘a group test of educational achievement and sociometric measures of peer accept-.
"ance and rejection, and by examination of their school attendance record. Direct
interviews were held with a suo-sample of these children and their parents. It
is proposed to examine the extent to which these ‘measures overlap and to :
calibrate their validity with reference to the direct interviews.

The study is supported by the DES -

A9 McMillan, A., Kolvin, I., Garside, R.F. Dand Walker, L. (Nuffield Child
Psychology and Psychiatry Department, Newcastle upon Tyne) DEVELOPMENT OF
SOCIOMETRIC TECHNIQUES FOR THE IDENTIFICATION OF ISOLATED AND REJECTED CHILDREN

The aims of this exercise are to contrast different sociometrlc,techniques and
to validate them against other measures of .child disorder. Approximately 500
8-year-old and 500 12-year-old children have participated in the study._ The
techniques used have been a 'Companionship Choice' medsure, and a techn1que which -
requires the child to fit a known peer to a pictorial stereotype ('Guess Who').
Children's Scores on these measures are being cross-referenced with their scores
on the Rutter and Deveraux Teachers' Questionnaires, the McFarlane Honzik
" Parents' Questionnaire measures and the Junior Eysenck Persona11ty Inxentory
The study is supported by the DES.

Al0 Mitchell, W., and Coleman, " (Départment of Psychiatry), London Hospitdl
Medical School) DEVELOPMENT OF OBSERVATIONAL TECHNIQUES TO INVESTIGATE THE
EFFICACY OF TREATMENT IN DISORDERS IN PRE-SCHQOL CHILDREN ’

The aim of this study is-to develop a standardised, assessment technlque based
on a direct observation method, which could be app11ed to young children in a“
school.or nursery setting. The instrument would.be used to measure short-term
change ‘within the same setting after intervention.

The instrument consists of a range of observed behaviours coded at 20-second -
intervuls. Assessments are being made, by testers with differing degrees of .
experience, of its applicability and stability across .different settinge and
its valid1ty through reference to teachers' global ratings of behaviour.

LY

All . Rutter, Mf, and Chadwick,DO. (Departhent of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry,
Institute of Psychiatry, London) EVALUATION CF A MALAISE INVENTORY

The 'Malaise fnventory is .a 24-item self-completed questionna1re derived from-
the Cornell Medical Index. It has been utilised in a number of child and family
* studies to.identify emotional disturbance in-parents' and in ‘adolescents.

The present exercise is concerned w1th compiling validation and re11abi1ity data
from studies within the Department of Child and Adolescent Psydhiatry.

Al2 Rutter, M., Chadwick, O., and Yule, ¥. (Department of Child and Adolescent
‘Psychiatry, and Department of Psychology, Institute of Psychiatry, London)
PREPARATION OF MANUAL FOR THE RUTTER 'B2' SCALE

The 'B2'" scale is a 26-item teacher questionnaire on children's 'behaviour which
is now extensively uséd for screening purposes. Means, frequency distributions

16 .
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_and individual item prevalence rates have been established from longitudinal and
ctoss-sectional samples of 10- and 14-year-oldscm<}he Isle of Wight, and for 7-,
‘10- and l4-year-olds from an inner London borough. Data on the scale's
reliability and validity, together with correlations of overall scores with non-
verbal IQ, readiag age and social class, are being collated.

"'Al13 Rutter, M., Shaffer, D., Shepherd, M., and Sturge, C. (Department of Child
and Adolescent Psychiatry, Institute of Psychiatry)  EVALUATION OF A MULTIAXIAL
CLASSIFICATION SCHEME- AND GLOSSARY FOR’CHILD PSYCHIATRIC DISORDLR

An earlier exercise carried out at the Institute of Psychiatry compared the
reliability and discriminating properties of the eighth version of the Inter-

--pational Classification of Diseases with a multiaxial scheme which incorporated a
number of new.codings appropriate to child psychiatric disorder. "As a result of
that study a number of innovations were put forward to the ICD and these have to
a great extent been accepted by the WHO for inclusion in the ninth version of the
ICD. .

~The present study involves a systematic evaluation of the psychiatric section of

- the ICD and of a glossary especially prepared for use with that section. The
inter-rater reliability and discriminating powers of the new. scheme are being
examined by means of case history exercises in which approximately 70 British
child psychiatrists are taking part. The value of a glossary is being
systematically examined in a balanced design which compares the reliability of
diagnosis before and after use of the glossary.

.This study is being supported by the WHO. - o

(b) Normal

Al4 Blurton-Jones, N. (epartment of Growth and Development, Institute of Child
Health, London). INVESTIGATION INTO METHODOLOGICAL PROBLEMS OF HUMAN'
__ OBSERVATION STUDIES . ' ' :

Blurton-Jones is involved in a number of observational studies of .mother-child
behaviour ((see J1). As part of that programme experiments have been designed:

(a) to assess the influence of instructions and of certain situational variables
. on observed behaviour; (b) to compare the reliability of film, videotape and 'live'
direct observation; (c) to compare detailed operational descriptions of '
behaviour with intuitive interpretation: of interactions; and (d) to develop a
,simp}ified‘observational system for c¢linical use-. . :

¢

C

The project is being supported by the SSRC.

Al15 Coleman, J., Laishley, J., and Pond, D. (Department of Psychiatry, London .
Hospital Medical School). DEVELOPMENT OF AN. INSTRUMENT TO MEASURE ATTITUDES OF ~~~~-.._
-CHILDREN'S CARETAKING ' . .

<

Work.is in progress to develop a semantic differential test of attitudes towards
child care. It is hoped.that the instrument will be of value in contrasting types

of professional child caretaker and in measuring change brought about by caretaker
" counselling. o . : :

The study i5 being supported by a grant from the Goldsmiths' Comp’axiy.~

A16 Douglas, J , Costello, A.; and Hoare, N. (MRC Unit for:the Study of
Environmental Factors in Mental and Physical Illness, London) DEVELOPMENT OF
_INSTRUMENTATION FOR THE MEASUREMENT OF CERTAIN INFANT AND MOTHER-INFANT BEHAVIOURS

. -

For Costello's twin study (see J3) interyiews and mothers' diaries were used to
obtain indications of the timing of infant wakefulness and 6f the amount or ’
physical contact between mother and infant. These measures cannot easily be
validated by observation, and the following instruments have been devised which
‘are being cross-referenced against the mothers' reports. B .
(a) A device to record the times and amplitude of whole body activity. A .
detector coil is placed under the infant's mattress. Activity produces a change

~ 17
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In the resonant frequency of an oscillatory circuit and allows a recording

to be made of both amplitude and times of activity and respiration.

(b) - A device to record the mother's proximity to her infant. This consists

of a receiver mounted near the infant which is used in conjunction with a
transmitter worn oy the mother.

(c) A sound analyser extracts the dominant frequency of d cry which can be used
to distinguish a cry from adult speech and-background noise.

Al17 Dunn,“J., and Wooding, C. (MRC Unit on the.DeveZopmént and Integration of

Behaviour, Madingley, Cambridge). VALIDITY AND STABILITY OF THE CAREY SCALE OF
TEMPERAMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS ~

 This investigation is being undertaken in the context of a study on the effect
on first-born children of the arrival of a sibling (see J5). The Carey Scale of

, Temperamental Characteristics is widely used to examine individual differences
in young children. In this study the stability over time of a shortened version
of the Scale is being examined on children included in Dunn's study on
children's responses to the birth of a sibling (see J5). Scale scores are being
evaluated with reference to home observations. °

Al8 Hinde, R.A., Roper, R., and Hinde, J. (MRC Unit on the Deve pment and

Integration of Behaviour, Madingley, Cambridge) PEER-PEER RELA1 .JNSHIPS IN
3-44- YEAR-OLDS ) :

This is a pilot study aimed at devising ga-method for describing the, quality,
content and stability of relationships between nursery school children.
Observations are carried out daily in a local nursery class. In due course it is _
hoped to relate these data to observations op relationships within the families

of a sub-sample of children.

A19 Hindley.,, C., and Medjuck, R®. (Department of (Child Development and
Educational Psycheulogy, Institute of Education, _University of London)
THE STABILITY OF MEASURES OF PERSONALITY IN ADOLESCENCE

The Study”utilises data from the Cattel Inventory obtainéd.qf ages 15 and 18
during the course of the Instituie of Education's longitudinal study (see I1).

.

The study has been funded by the SSRC.
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B - Prevalencé and natural history of disorder

-

3

. Bl VBrandon; S., Miller, F., and Kolvin, I. (Deparﬁment of Psychtatry,
" University of Letcester and.University of Neweastle) A FEASIBILITY STUDY INTO
__THE. FURTHER FOLLOW-UP OF THE NEWCASTLE 1000 FANILIES SURVEY :

The Newcastle cohort of children born in 1947 waz studied annually until the age
of 16. A feasibility study is being undertaken to investigate the proportion of
the cohort that can now be traced. If it is feasible, Brandon would hope to
investigate relationships between early childhood deprivation and maladjustment
and later psychiatric disturbance and parenting cifficulties. %

The research group additionally proposes to undertake a feasibility study of
—.research into-the transmission of deprivation (threc generations). Assuming the
“co-operation of_a sufficient number of families, the transmission of indices of
deprivation could be traced from the parents of the proposSiti- to_the propositi,

first as children and secondly as adults and then to their own children. An
attempt might be made to evolve an index-of deprivation using social, intellec‘ual
emotional, physical® and economic criteria.

DéWling, S., Howlett, B., and Osborne, A. (Departmcnt of Child
ty of Bristol) CHILD HEALTH AND EDUCATION IN THE SEVENTIES
) 4

B2 Butlér, N.,
Health, Univgr
(CHES) .

. This is a llow-up study of a national sample of approximately 15 000 children
born during a week in April 1970. This cohort was the subject of the British

~ Births Survey (Chamberlain and Chambcrlain) and a sub-sample was included ir the
British Births Child Survey (Chamberlain et al., E1) Children bora in Northern
‘Irelsnd have been excluded from the rollow-up study. :

" “lhevdeciared aims of’:CHES..are:-.-(a) fo examine the development of children
 idéntified in the-British Births Survey as being at risk because of adverse
‘birth or obStetric factors;.and (b) to survey the use made of child health, care
-and educational facilities=during the first five years of life. However, because
of the nature of the sample 2nd of the data being coliected, iv is 1likely to act
..as .an important reference point for a wide variety of other studies, of both

"éducational and psychiatric interest.

_...Although resembling the earlier British National Survey (1946 cohort) and the

- National Child Developfent Survey (1958 cohort) in scope and size, it differs
in emphasis and’in the instruments used from the previous investigations. The
British Births Study gave special attention to the state of the Zufant after
birth and to the nature and extent of infant-moiher cortact. 7The current
study (cohort aged §) investigates the children before :hey start infant school;

* and includes a study.ief coptefporary developinental and hcalth dauta from health
visitors, child health,--and Séltild welfare records and a direct strdy ¢f the
pre-schonl facilities used by_.the children. 1t is using a number of previously
standardised and validated instruments to investigate both the mother's and

- child’'s psypholggicalrftatg. : ‘ .

Data have been collected by health vi%fiors, the majority of whom have attended
briefing session§}, ‘The interview wixp;xhe mother was piloted on a sub-sample
of 1000 children-living in' the South=West and in Glamorgan, and certain of the
novel assessment instruments have been subject to test-retest exercises.

“Phe measures-.used are listed below in outline detail.
-(a) Interview with mothers - includes sections on (i) family tomposition;
(ii) the child's medical history and present health; (iii?) <elevision
and reading practices; (iv) nursery, playgroup and school experience;
(v) education and occupation of parents; (vi) questions about living
conditions and social environment; and (vii) family health and smoking
habits. ’ )

.
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(b} Abstracts of other health records (see above) - cover (i) the extent, nature
and tinies of health contacts and screening procedures; ~nd (ii) whether or
not the child has cver been placed on an at.-risk or handicapped register or —
has been suspected as suffering from a non-accidental injury.

- . (c) Questionnaire for completion by mothers - comprises (i) the Rutter Child's
Behaviour Questionnaire; (ii) the Mother's 'Malaise Inventory'; and (iii)
a set of attitudinal questions ma1n1y relating to child rearlng practlces
whlch has been completed especially for the survey.

(d) Tests administered to the child -~ (i) Engllsh Picture Vocabulary Test,;
(ii) Graded Word Reading Test (Schonell); (iii) Profile Test (Kal'enboer),
(iv) Copying Designs Test; (v) Draw-a-Man Test.

(e) Physical examination - child's height and head circumference.

Tne investigation is being funded by ‘the- MRC, The National Birthday Trust Fund
and the Readers' Digest Association.

Seé,alsd;
R -
- El Chambz2rlain, Davey and Simpson - The British Births Child Study
Hl Rwtler et -al. - A national survey of British pre-school and day care
ovizion. .

-

B3 Douglas, J., and Wadsworth, M. (MRC Unit for the Study of Environmental

Factors in Mental and Physical Illness, Londom) BRITISH NATIONAL SURVEY
(1946 Cohort) : ’ '

The dkit is .involved in collection and analysis of-data from the original 1946
-~ weighted (for social class) cohort of 5362 single, legitimate births. . During
childhood, information wis obtained on the cohort at 2-yearly intervals. This
included items concernirg behaviour, school adjustment, hospital admissions,
court appearances, etc., and 86 per cent of the sample, now aged 30, remain known
to the Unit. A number of studies uare now being undertaken in the Unit, of which
the following are of direct relevance to child psychiatry:’ ] .
' (djﬁ~tater Psychiatric Disorder and Its Relationship to Childhood Strebs
. and Disorder” (qun, S., Douglas, J., and Wadsworth M.) PN
Indiv1duals in the 1946 cohort were interviewéd at the age of 26 and
. details were obtained about specialist treatment of psychiatric
o : disorder. Psychiatric diagnosis was obtained directly from hospitul
: noles. The data are now being used to examiné the relationship
between early stress and disturbance and later psychlatrlc illness
which necessitated hospital admission.

- (b) Early Predictors of Later Delinquency (Wadsworth, M.)
This is an examination of the antecedents of convicted members of
. the cohort. Wadsworth is interested ipn contrasting convictions in
terms of their frequency and degree of social acceptability.

s

(c) Sécond Generation Study (see B9).

B4 kellmel prxnglc, M., Wedge, P., and Fogelman, K. (National Children's
Buredu, London) NATIOVAL CHILD DEVELOPMENT STUDY (1958 cohort) ’

Tue NCDS (1958) had 119 or1g1n in the 1958 British Perinatal Ydortality Survey
which was designed to investigate factors in the perinatal pericd which might
have a bearing upon the early death or abnormality of the baby. The- sample -
comprised ail of the babies born in England, Scotland and Wales during a week
in March, 1958 ( 17 318 subjeccts).

. ., The cohort has since becen followecd up on three OCC&SlOﬂb, in 1965: 1969 and most
- recently in 1974. .o
(a) In 1965. when the cohort was aged 7, 92 per cent of known survivors were
contacted. Information was obtained from each child’s school and this
included a teacher's assessment on the Bristol Soc1ak Adjustment Guide.

(4] S < S -
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’ ' ' ' : . ‘s
performance on the Southga.wu Reading Test, a copying design, a draw-a~man o

and.a problem arithmetic test. DParents were interviewed by health visitors
and provided social and demographic information, history of separations,
pre-school care, médical history and reports of behaviour. - A medical
examination was carrigd out by local authority doctors. )

The §tudy was funded by the DES.

(b) - In 1969, when the cohort was aged 11, 95 per cent of the original cohort
- were traced. School data were broadly similar to those obtained at age 7,
‘with the addition of a questionnaire completed by the child concerning his
or her interests and aspirations. .The parental questionnaire also )
resembled that given at age 7, with additional information being obtained WA
- on sotial circumatances. The medical examination was unchanged. -

. -The study was funded by the SSRC. : . -

N N ]
- (c) In 1974 when the cohort was aged 16, approximately 87 per cent.of the
: . original cohort participated jin the follow-up The infermation included

a reading and mathematics test, a. questionnaire completed by the teacher,
incorporating the Rutter Clas.room Behaviour Inventory. and .items concerning
parental involvement in schonl activities, overall evaluation of ° ’
personality and contact with social and therapeutic agencies. A
questionnaire completed by the children enquired abouy, attitudes. to school,
work, marriage and leisure activities, tobacco and alcohol. The parents'”
questionnaire included questions on d1sagreements between parent and
adolescent the Rutter parent Behaviour Questionnaire and a medical history.

- ' This follow-up is b~ lng supported by the DES and DHSS".

-

Data analysis on the 11 -year-old group 1s cont1nu1ng w1th proJects which 1nc1ude

A6 Gbodsian - The irnternal characteristics of the E—Istol Socjial AdJustment Guide .
" C7 * Calnan - Children with speech ems .

C28 TFogelman - Age of. starting scﬁggghihq}attainment.and adjustment

C35 Wedge and Robinson -Study of regional} differences in educatfonal attainment

D3 Butler and West - A natioanal study of convulsive disorders in childhood

G6 = Lambert and Essen - Children who have been in care :

Gl14 - Streather - A study of illegitimnte and adopted children

B5 Mc€lintock, F.H. (Department. of Cfiminology, University of Edinburgh) .
. YOUNG CRIMINALS BECOME PARENTS: FOLLOW UP OF EX-BORSTAL BOYS N

s . .

- This follow-up, through admlnistrat1ve records, official agencies and by interview
_ aims to ascertain current life styles, 'socfo-economic problems, family life, etc
+ of former delinquent boys. : - L

-

.y . -
- s

The &tndy is being Supported by the S3RC. : ' )
. K : r~ s,

B6 Richman,. N., Stevenson, J., and Graham, P. (Department of PsychOZOchaZ

Medicine, Hospital for Sw.ek Children, CGrent Ormond Street) BEHAVIOUR ?ROBLLMS

"IN PRE SCHOOL CHILDREN . -5 . .

7

. The’ aims of this longitudlnal study are to examine the“prevalence of.behavioyr 3 ,
., problems and language delay in a .re-school population, to study the natural .
* . history of disorders at that age and to note its associations wiin suck factors

as family relationships and social stresses. **A random sample of 3-year-clds

was obtained -from the Waltham Forest Family Register. The totwni-sample was 828
" children, which for the purposes of analysis has been subdivided into the
7 'ghildren of British born and immigrant parents. 1Initial assessmept. included a

structured interview with parents and completion- of a behaviour check list. Four

groups have been selected for more intense study: (a) a behaviour problem group

of approximately 10C children matched for sex and socio-economic status with

(b) a non-problem group; . (¢) a group of children with language delay; and (d)

children of ‘West Indian parents Subjects have then been investigated more fully

by means of interviews,-psychometric and neurodevelopmental tests, and have been

followed up at tbe age .of 4.

3
’

Richman and Stevenson are now undertaking a number of analyses ‘on the data they
have obtained, e. g examining the factors wh1ch lead to persistence of disorder
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between tne ages oﬂ,5 and 4 and the GCVhlopmehtal correlates of'behaviour prpblems.
Stevenson is examining the- relationships between'adverse family and environ ntal

_ factors and «¢hild problems. Instruments such ‘as the Bebaviour Check List and an |
interview developed specifically for .this study are being’used in other, studies -

at other centres.: ' - o ot o

i
‘

~
- - - ‘ .
.

A grant has been made by thE’SSRC to re-examine the same children at the'age of 7.
This will allow for the.investigation of ga) continuitie§*bétween eaylier prgblem
behaviours at hoge and“later schoolXebchaviour, (b) factors which are’ #ssocigted
with the persistence.of problems and (c) the valle of early developm&ntal dssess-
ment in predicting later reading difficulties. . :

sor
.

L5
v .
A - T
.

The iﬁve§tigatigﬂ has been supported by the DHSS and by thqusaci.y - . \
.. PRI R 4 - ’ . '
. - S - . " N . Ve : :
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B7 Rutter, M., Berger, M., and Yule, W. '(Department of Child and Adolescent . o
Psychiatry, Institute of Psychiatry, London) PSYCHIATRIC DISORDER. AND .
-EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT IN A METROPOLITAN AREA AND ‘AN AREA OF SMALL TOWNS . Lt

An earlier epidemiological study on the Isle of. Wight suggested that rates of
classrqom disorder on the islana were considerably lower than. those found for
children in inner -London. Differences could have been avtributed to either -family
or cducational factors and the present study was designed to provide  a systematic
comparison between the two geographical areas to investigate.these possibilities.
The total population of 10-year-old children 1n both areas was screemeéd ¥iti -
attainment tests and behavioural questionnaires. Random Samples of the total
populations and samples with high abn6rmal scores on the behaviour questionnaire
were chosen for further study. Further samples were chosén to investigate
particular problems (e.g. children of West Indian parents or children with
reading delay). Systematic and detailed parental interviews were undertaken, te
assess disorder in parents and.children and to' evaluate disturbanc of family
interaction and relationships. The children were seen for individual psycho-
logical testing.. Data collection is now complete and data are currently being
analysed. . . . ) LI - =

The project was Egjported‘by the SSRC and the Feaudiai:on for Child\Development,
USA. . ) S N : ‘
. -~ . ;

o Venablzsg P.. (Department of F:rchology, Yark University) STUDY OF THE, TRANS--
MISSION OF AUTONOMIC ABNORMALIY, ! SELECTED MAURITIAN CHILDREN AND IN ADULT
SCH170PHRENICS - . : T -

. -x . [
'vestigation originates from the findings-by Mednick and Schulsinger in
Denmafk that amongst children who are genetically at risk for the later, develop-
mentfof psychiatric illness ge.g. the offspring of 'adult schizophrenics), those -
i1l later become ill are more likely o have-certain skin conductance and
iac response patterns. The aims of the present study are to determine. .
¢a) the stability during childhood of these characteristic patterns of response,
“ (b) whether stability during childhood can be:affected by environmental ° ’
: ‘manipulation, and (c) the extent to which characteristic autonomic response
- g patterns are shared by the parents of the index children. i

\

The study has been supported by the MRC\?nd subsequently by the Mauritian . -
Goyernment and the Wellcome Foundation. y- e T

-
a .

-B9 Wadsworth, M. (MRC Unit for the Study of nvirornmental Faéfors in Mental and -
Physical Illness,' London) A SECOND GENERAT * STUDY :

~

First born offspring of ,the original British National Survey cohort born after
1969 are being studied during home interviews at ages 4 and 8. Information
atout separations, hospitalisations, and some family rearing patterns is being
obtained.by interview at the age of 4, and then again at 8 years of age, wlHen
reading and vocabularly tests are also given at home. Assessments of clasgs - A
room behaviour are to be obtained through the child's school. The instruments

<+ being used are comparable with those used with the original 1946 coheort, but °
the aim is to collect much more detailed information about family life. At this
stage it is thought that the‘'main interest of this study will be in examining
continuities between generations and between ages within the second generation,
as well as in deseribing how members of the 1946 cohort with different sorts of
home experiences go about bringing up their own children.

E]{j}:‘ ; : - : : -
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"ﬁlO' West, D.J.,, and Farrington, D.P. (Institute of Criminojogy:_Cambridgqj.
CAMBRIDGE STUDY IN DELINQUENT DEVELOPMENT R e

This is a longitudinal study of 411 bors, the total number of B8-year-old boys
at 6 primary schools if an inner London borobgh. The cohort,was examined at
intervals during childhood and adolescence, the principal aim being to
investigate predictors of later delinquengy. The cohort was re-examined at
the age ,of 18 and a section of the sample seen again at the age of 21. Early
behavioural and family data on this cohert are extensive and.further analysis
should provide information on the natural history ot childhood hehaviour®
disturbances. : ' S ’

Ve -
.

- . . s B : . °

L]

Bll Zeitlin, H . (Department of Child Psychiatry, Westminster Hospital, London)
A STUDY OF RSYCHIATRIC PATIENTS WHO ATTENDED AS CHILDREN AND AS ADULTS .
: . o L -
The aim of this study is to elaborate on the natural history of didferent forms
of child psychiatric disorder and in particular to develop early predictors of
persistent difficulties. .

. . o /
The case notes of 161 patients seén first in the children's department of the
+ Maudsley Hospjtal and -then again.as adults are being analysed and compared with

age ‘and sex matohed controls who (a) attended the same hospital as children,
but not us adults, and (b) attended as adults, but not as children. It is
hoped that "verification of later non-attendance.of the child controls in (a)

“will be obtained either Wy direct interview or through arwr examination of GP
records. - .. . "

- A . . ) " .

See . also?
-

B6 Richman angd Stevenson - Behaviour problems. in pre-schocl children
C5 Kolvin et al. - Prevalence and classification of aggressive behaviour in
adolesceu’ boys - ST R Co. - :
. C19 Wing and Gould - An epidemiological survey of severe subnormality and child-

* hood psychosis in an inner London area : L
D24 Douglas - The relaticnship between early hospitalisation and later emotional
disturbance ' : ' <

v
N

El Chamberlain et a}. - The British Births Child -Study
G9 Pollak - A follow-up of 'today's three year-olds'
Gll Rutter and Quinton - Children in® residential care

I1 Giuganino and Hindley - Personality continuities during’childhood’

12 Kolvin and Scott - Long-term folldw-up of temperamental characteristics.in

- [ 4

twins ) . -
J14 Newson et al. - A longitudinal study of child rearing in Nottingham .
e . . r
* ’
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«. € = General clinical studies

(a) Affective disorder °

Cl Berg, 1., and Butfler, A. (Department of Psychiatry, University of Leeds)
PROPOSER STUDY INTO THE‘ROLE OF FAMILY FACTORS IN SCHOOL PHOBIA

The hypothesis under investigation is that school phobic children are poor
'copers', and lack adventurousness and indéependence, and that these qualities
are reinforced by factors in the family. The children are more emotionally
"reliant on their parents, but not necessarily more emotionally attached. Berg
proposes to investigate a series of children presenting with school phabia by
.Qf enquiring systematically into how much each child is chaperoned or helped, and
%{ the relative proportion of time spent with the parents compared with that spent’
, with peers. . -

C2 Lena, B. (Charles Burns Clinie, Birmingham) CONTROLLED COMPARATIVE STUDY

OF THE CHILDREN OF MANIC DEPRESSIVES : - . '
The-aim 6f the study is to examine the nature of psychiatric disturbance in the
children of parents with manic-depreéessive psychosis. ‘The hypothesis is that
this disorder is inherited and that there will therefore be more disturbance

] amongst the children of manic-depressive parents than amongst the children of

., . parents with other forms of psychiatric disorder, and further that the type of
disorder will differ in its periodicity and symptom cluStering. The study
utilises questionnaires and interviews developed by Rutter and Graham.

C3 Walker,;L., Morgan, G., and Judelsouin, F.” (Department of Mentai Health,
Jniversity of Bristol Medical School) ~SELF INJURY IN CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS

Morgan has undertaken a fcllow-up study of all adult patients admitted .to
casualty departmerts in the Avon area during a three year period for. treatment

. of self-poisoning. During the final six months of the inception period,
children aged 10-14 were also included and have been investigated with a
structured interview. The scope of the investigation is limited and will not
include a sy&tematic follow-up or routine school or other'external' enduiries,
although this information will be available for .the large proportion of cases ..
who are taken on for clipical. treatment. ' . : .

ERY -

C4 Wolff, S. (Department of Psychiatry, University of Edinburgh) A CONTROLLED
FOLLOW-UP STUDY OF 'SCHIZOID' CHILDREN S

This study involves a follow-up of 74 children Seen at a child psychiatric clinic
whose problems were characterised by difficulty in peer relationships, bizarre
'p;eoccupations,-social insensitivity, under-achievement at school, and over-:
‘sensitivity to feferences to themselves. The follow-up will take the form of a
reappraisal of social adjustment and current psychiatric state. The aim of the
-study is to examine-the apparent coherence of a 'schizoid' syndrome and to
describe its natural history. . :

See also:

Al Birleson - Depression in childhcod g
F2 Kolvin - A controlled study of the treatment 'of school refusal with anti-
depressents ' o .
F4 Berg - An evaluation of length of stay in an in-patient unit on the outcome
of adolescent school phobia - :
F10 Cameron — A trial of an ego-supportive technique of t:eatment'of children
with school refusal - . . . '
Gl Brown and Harris - Studies of the part played by life events, long-term
difficulties and family relationships in the onset of depressive illness.
> .
’ M .24 vi
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"{b)  Aggressive behaviour.und hyperactivity syndrome

c5 Kolvin, I., Day, K., Garside, N., Nicol, A., Iveson, S., vhittle, J.,
and Osselton, J. (Nuffield Child Psychology and Psychiatry Lwit, Newecastle upon
Tyne) PREVALENCE AND CLASSIFICATION OF AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOUR IN ADOLESCENT BOYS

The dims of this work are to study the prevalence of aggressive behaviour in

" schools and to use the identified sample to: (a) investigatc relationships
between groups defined behaviourally, aetiologically and statistically; (b)
study the relationship between aggression and home and social factors; (c)
compare teachers, peers and self ratings of aggression; and (d) examine a number
.of ‘aetiological hypotheses, namely that aggression in adolescence is not a

- homogenous phenoinenon, .that in some children .it is a response to frustration,
that in some it i3 a tension-lowering phenomenon and that in some it is due to
faulty learning. . :

Adolescent boys i thirteen secondary.schools were. screened on a teacher's
_questionnaire and a peer sociometric scale. Boys with extreme scores or in whom
“ theére was unequivucal evidence of aggression were chosen for study and matched
“for age and social class with controls. This group is being investigated first

on a number of. beh:viour, personality, attitudinal and intelligence scales. A ‘

sub-sample of these investigated in greater detail, both psychiatrically and
electrophysiologically, will be compared with children referred to a psychiatric
clinic and assesséd in-a similar way. - :

.o

C6 Taylor, E., Sandberg, S., Rutter, M., and Shaffer,-D. (Department of Child
and Adolescent Psychiatry, Institute of Psychiatry) INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE
) PSYCHIATRIC AND PSYCHOPHYSIOLOGICAL CORRELATES OF HYPERACTIVE BEHAVIOUR

- It is widely held that the hyperactivity syndrome is a distinct clinical entity,

- strongly associated with organic factors, and especially responsive to stimulant .
drug treatment. However, earlier work in the Department has suggested that,
hyperactive behaviours are a non-specific feature of conduct disorder. The
present study aims to re-examine this possibility by investigating differences
between conduct-disordered children“with and without hyperactive bchuviour. Pre-
adolescent boys attending the Maudsley Hospital Clinical Department are screencd
on the hyperactivity and conduct disorder sections of the Conners’ Behaviour
Inventory, and systematic behavioural observations are made during psychological.

- testing. Children with an abnormal rating on these measures are then examined
"in more detail using a variety of psychophysiological tests and. tests’of attention
Piloting of thé 'Conners g. 'stionnaire has been undertaken in several British
schools.

-

" See also: ) -

A7 Heim et al. - The Brook'Reaction Test in maladjusted and delinguent adolescent.
- B36 Wadsworth - Early predictors of later delinquency , :

BS McClintock - Young criminals become parents: follow-up of cx-borstal boys

D7 Harris et al. - Electrographic patterns of girls on remand

F6 Kolvin et al. - Survey of special classes for disruptive children w

F9 Berg et al. - Truants coming before juvenile court. A controlled trial of

management of outcome -
F16 Kolvin - A comparative study of different interventions in disturbed children
K1l Manning et al. - Investigations of patterns of hostility in children

s

(c) Autism, language and communication disorder

C7 Calnan, M. (National Children's Bureau, Londen) CHILDREN WITH SPEECH
PROBLEMS " ' ‘

>

This study utilises data from the, National Child Development Study (1958 Cohort).
Teachers, parents and doctors were all asked for information on the children's
speech at age 7. A number of children were identified by only one or two of these
informants. ' '

+ .This_study will cdmpare the characteristics of the discrepant and ‘congruent
groups. It is hoped that an analysis of:this sort will reveal any defects in
different screening programmes. An gdditional aim of this study is to examine
the relationship between #peech delay and early reading difficulties.

. This study is being supported by the DES and the DASS

BN
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C8 Cogher. L. and Stevenson, P. (Newcomen Centre, Guy's Hospital, London)
SYNTACTIC STRUCTURE IN LANGUAGE-DELAYED CHILDREN

This is an investigation into differences between the syntactic structures of
language delayed children and normal controls. The speech of language delayed
childrén, identified during clinical contact, is being analysed using the system
dévised by Crystal, German and Fletcher. Normal controls, seen at a day nurséry,
have been matched for expressive I?nguage on the Reyrnell Scale. "

C9 Cromer, R., and Dodd, B. (MAC Developmental Psychology Unit, Ingtitute of
Education, London) SYNTACTICAL DIFTERENCES IN THE LANGUAGE OF APHASIC AND DEAF
CHILDREN . '
This Unit has been concerned with the study of cognitive deficit. In general,
. : the strategy for doing this has been to take a well-defined psychological
: pnenomenon and to study differences in function in children with a variety of
diagnoses. Diagnostic differences have therefore been used to explore inter-
ferences and disturbances of development. .
Both deaf and aphasic children are usually taught language "y eye. A comparison
between the two groups therefore offers an opportunity to examine differences
in deviant language development uninfluenced by differences in the mode through
which the children have acquired their knowledge.
R -3
Writing sumples are being collected on, subjects matched for age, social class and
1Q and these are being analysed with respect to a number of grammatical variables.

CiO Folstein, S., and Rutter, M. (Depavtmeni of Child and Adolescent Psyechiatry,
Tastieute-of Poyeniatry, London) A TWIN STUDY OF INFANTILE AUTISM

A wide variety of sources (including twin registers, records of the National
Society for Autistic Children, and approaches to colleagues) were used to
identify possitle cases of same-sexed twin pairs in which one-or both twins showed
the syndrome of -infantile autism. Twenty-five possible pairs were found and
persanally studied. When all information was obtained, 21 pairs met the

"diagnostic criteria. Diagnoses were made, blind to both pair and zygosity, from
casc summartics without identifying information. Concordance for cognitive impair-

- ment (including autism) was much higher in monozygotic than in dizygotic pairs.
‘Discordance for autism (but not cognitive impairment) was often accounted for by
perinatal biological huazards. '

The study is supported by the MRC.

Cll Fundudis, T., Kolvin, 1 , Géorgc; S. ~Garside, R.F.,Van Der Spuy, H.I.J.,
and Nolan, J. (Jurricld hiod Poyehology and Psychiatry Department, Newcastile

"

upos Tyit)  PSYCHOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT OF SPEECH-RETARDED AND DEAF CHILDREN

tl .
The aim of this studv has been to relate delays in early speech milestones to
later behavioural and cognitive difficulties. The subjects were identified in a
total population longitudinal study in Newcastle (Neligan, Prudham and Steiner)

" and their later cognitive, educational and language development and behavioural
adjustment are being examined with reference to eéarly speech milestones. The -
sample of children is also being used to examine the classification of speech
delay and to investigate the concept of a '‘development speech disorder syndrome’.

"

Cl2 Kolviﬁ: 1., Gonzales, P., Garside, R.F., and Leitch, 1. (Nuffield Child
Psychology and Psychiatry Dropartment, Jeweastle upon Tyne) REARING ATTITUDES.
OF PARENTS OF HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

The aim of the study is to contrast intra-familial variables and child rearing
attitudes in different groups of children with commpnication disorders. The
groups chosen for study are deaf, autistic and .electively mute children. Xeasures
applied to the parents include Ravens Matrices and the Mill Hill Vocabulary Test,
Hogans Empathy Scale, the Maryland Parental Attitude Scale, the Walling Neighbour-
liness Scale and a Family Type Semantjc-Differential Measure. :

26
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€13’ Lennox, .C., Callias, M., and Rutter, M. (Departmentsof Psychology and of

. Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Institute of Psychiatry, London) COGNITSVE

N

CHARACTERISTICS OF PARENTS OF AUTISTIC CHILDREN

GSeVéral American studies have indicated that'fhought disorder' may be a comnon |
- phenomenon in the parents of autistic children. - However, the groups have some-

——times—been ill-defined, the refusal rate has been high and there have been

suggestions that the presence of thought disorder may be an artefact of either
‘anxiety or the test situation. Moreover, different studies have used different
tests of 'thought disorder' and it is uncertain whether they assess the same
characteristics. This study was designed to examine.these matters more
thoroughly. Two-'different tests og"thought disorder' (the Object Sorting Test
and the Kelly grid), together with measures of anxiety trait and state, and of
intélligence, were administered at home to the parents of 15 autistic children
with a non-verbal IQ of at least 70 and to the parents of children from the
general population. The latter group was weighted-to include a large proportion
of middle class parents (as in the autistic group) to examine possible social
class. differences .in 'thought disorder’. : :

"
N

The study is supported by locally adminiscered DHSS funds.

Cl4 Martin,fJ.A.M. (nyfieZd Hearing and Speech Centre, Royal National Throat,
Nose and Eap Hospital) DETAILED SEMIQUANTITATIVE STUDY OF FACTORS RELEVANT TO
--THE PROBLEM OF THE LATF. TALKING CHILD ) : :

~ This is a clinical research study based on 500 childreu with language disorders

in whom hearing loss is not part of the problem.

The study is being supported by the DHSS. -

C15 McGinley, M.  (Department of Education, University of Leeds) THE TEACHING
QF SIMPLE SKILLS TO AUTISTIC CHILDREN

This individual research project is designed to assess both immediate and .

generalising effects of teaching certain basic skills to 3-10-year-old autistic:

children.: The project includes an assessment of some of the strategies used by
‘'the parents of autistic children. . ’

. °

C16 Pollak , M. (Department of Child Health, King's College Huspital Medical
Sehool, London) INVESTIGATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SOCIAL DEPRIVATION
,AND DELAY IN SPEECH DEVELOPMENT ' .

. Pollak is interestéd'in thevfelationship'bet&eennsnciél deprivation and'speech
delay. Social background, IQ and language development are-investigated . .
"routinely in all children attending a special clinic because of speech delay.

* In addition, a number of children from deprivec backgrounds who are thought to

“be 'bright' are seen for a similar assessment. It is hoped to draw comparisons
between groups of deprived children who differ with respect to speech deveiop-
ment and speech retarded children who differ with respect to social .

deprivation. . i ‘

[
|

3
2

C17 Rutter, M., and Bartak, L. (Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry,
Instituta of Paychiatry, London) FOLLOW-UP STUDY OF AUTISTIC AND DYSPHASIC
CHILDREN OF NORMAL IQ. |

This is a continuation of an earlier study which set oyt _to delineate
abnormalities in autistiic children using a contrast group of dysphasic children
and hormal controls matched for language age. Thig sample would highlight,
factors relating specifipally.ie autism rather than to speech or language
disorder alone. The study has in wddition set out’'to examine whether differences
between the diagnostic groups could be attributed to parental behaviour '

characteristics. - 7

The children were first Seen two years before the present study. The follow-up

assessment repeats most ¢f the'measures obtained during the first study (which

‘{nclude extensive psychometric and language testing and detailed interviews with

the parents), and has ing¢luded as a new feature, parent-child observations, and

.tests of motor coordination and speech articulation. It is hoped that the

additional data will further define ‘the characteristics of the different groups,
.’ 1

) )
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differ entlating bedween transient ‘and persistent phcnomena and addlng to knowledge
.un mother-child interaction in this coandition.

N .~

This study is being supported by the Maudsley—Bethlem Research Fund. e

C18 Rutter, M., and Clark, P. (Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry,
Institute of Psyciiatry, London) MOTIVATIONAL FACTORS AND THE BEHAVIOUR OF
AUTISTIC  CHILDREN

The aim of this study is to examine the relatlonshlpc between cognitive and

social ahnormalities in auutistic children. The. first set of experiments is
investiguting the extent 10 which poor performance during formal cognitive testlng
is due to motivational rather than cognitive factors.

Twenty-one HpvdklnL antistic children with intelligence in the ESN range are

bheing examined, using a discrimination learning task. Negativism is identified
_in terms of scores significantly worse than chance. Further experiments to

investigate compliance and cooperation ¢luring cognltlve testing are boeing Lo

carried out’ by systematicaldy observing the beha'viour of a Ch]ld performing
tests of differing complexity.

"This study is being supported by locally administered DHSS funds.

Cc!'9 Wing, 1., and Gnuld J. ke Soecial Poyentairy Untt, Inutztute of PsychzatrJ,

London) AN lPlDI“LOlDGl(AL SURVEY OF SEVERE SUBNORMALITY AND CHILDHOOD PSYCHOSIS
IN AN INNEE LONDOL AREA :

The aims of this study are: () to establish the prevalence of childhood'autismegs.
in an ared with o mixed social class constitutionr (it having been argued that
other prevalence stndies have failed to take ful. account of sociul class bias);
' (b) to clarify the relationship Between sovere subnormality and autism; and
. (¢) to note associations between ind: vidual elements of the autistic syndrome - N
and specific cognitive, duvelopmoniul or other abnormalities. -

An extensive svarch has been carvied oat to identify all severely subnormal and
autistic children whose parents tived within the- confines of the defined area on
a given day. Interviews were then held with both. a parent and a professional
work'er associated with the chiid, to obtain information on past history and

- current status. The children have boon examined neurologically and psycho-

- metricaily on a number of tests of copnitive and lunguage function.

-

“ ¢+ C20 Wing, 1... und Gould, J. (XiC Social va‘ﬂ’afru Unit, Inctitute of 7°JchLdth,
- " London) . INVESTIGATION INTO RELATIONSHIDPS BETWELN SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AND
- _EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT TY (HIIDHL‘ “ITH CO“HUVlCATION DISORDERS
- Three groups ol D=8=ye.ay d ¢hildren with communication disorders are being ]

examined. - Theso are gxuup~ of scevercely retarded. autistic, and receptive aphasic
children. The runge and quality of their social behaviour at school is being
assessed by dircet observation.  This will then be related to the rate of
their educational prosress during a 12-month period. o

C 21 Woolley, .., wal ©ooneend, Do ooparteions of Socloloyu, Susoox Univcrsity)
A COMPARISON 0 ED D 0 Foes AU IIL CHILDREN IN TWO COUNTILS
td
s L This ipvestigation yioes to cxamine the reasons for 1ho apparent. deficit in pro-
) vision 6f'1n\u1 autherity serviees for autistic children and its relatdionship to
difficulties cer delays 1o dinggne <1, ramilies of autistic children arce being
{dentificd through the loeal aurbority and are being interviewed in order to
obtain an account « f ke aliagmos L1 process and their expericnces in obtaining

special provis oo HCNE 1 L L
. 1N
This study is be ne sppor od L0 DHSS .
See also: . ‘
F22 Rutter ¢t al. - in evaluation of a behuvionral approach to the treatment of
N autistic chilcrean - :
J13 Murray - Che eff ¢t of perruarbations of mother-contact on infant behaviour
. o 28
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(d) Disorders of habit, {2eding and elimination"
1 o

022 Berg. 1., Fielding, D., and Bell, S. (High Royds Hospital, Legds) .
IBLADDER DISTENSION ,IN NORMAL DIURNAL AND NOCTURNAL ENURETIC CHILDREN: AN
'OBSERVATIONAL STUDY .
This observational study is concerned with the relationshlp between functional
;bladder capacity, the motor features of urgency and patterns of urinary in-
| continence. The aim is to investigate the 'day enuretic' child's apparent
‘failure to respond to bladdeér \oiding -sensations, and it is hoped that this may
“in turn lead to a more raticnal approach to treatment. o,
-Incontinent children are studied with respect to bladder capacity and 'urgency
"behaviour’.. Comparisons are made with a control group of children. Relation-
ships between these measures and behavioural .state are assessed.

-

" ,C23 -Crisp, A., Kalucy, R.,‘and Hartmann, M. (Department of Psychiatry, St

“.George's Medical School, London) ENDOCRINOLOGICAL STUDIES ON PATIENTS WITH
;ANOREXIA NERVOSA .
A variety of endocrine function tests have been carried out on anorectic patlents,

. including a number of adolescents. The studies in this programme 1nvest1gate
‘changes in endocrine state both at the tlme of d1agnos1s and also during the’”
phase of Weight recovery- *

v -

..C24 Shaffer, D. (Department- of Chtld and Adolescent Psychtiatry, Inetitute of
Paychiatry, London) BEHAVIOUR CHANGE IN" ENURETICS DURING THE ACQUISITION OF""
CONTINENCE

M <
Psychlatric disorder occurs more commonly amongst enuretic children than amongst
children who do not wet the bed. It is -not known to what extent the association
is coincidental, whether disturbance arises as a, consequence of wetting or
whether enuresis is a symptom of underlying disturbance. i
The aims of the present.study are to investigate the association by mon1tor1ng
changes in behaviour during and after the acquisition of continence (through

i, treatment) in a des1gn which c¢dntrols for the non-specific effects of clinic

. attendance. It is hoped that measures developed for thdis study will have a more

general application for treatment research.

g

The research is being supported by an MRC project grant.

C25 Shaffer, D. (Department of ‘Child and ‘Adolescent PeJchtatry, Institute of.
PeyChtatrJ, London) THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN BIOLOGICA] AND PSYCHOLOGICAL
FACTORS IN ENURESIS -

. .The aims of this programme of research are to delineate the relationships’ )
" between what appear to be biological and what appear to be psychiatric factors in
enuresis. More specifically, the programme of studies sets out: (a) to K )
~ assess the reliability and stability of a clinical measure of functional bladder
. volume_and to relate this to the psychiatric state and wetiing behaviour of a
. group ©f out-patient enuretics - the validity of the test is also be1ng examined
with reference to cystometric measurement carried out in incontinent ch11dren
‘admitted to the Shaftesbury Hospital; (b) to study changes in functional bladder
volume during treatment and to relate any such changes to’ changes in continence;
(c) to contrast family,social and symptom factors in "enuretic’ children with and
~without a psychiatric disturbance; (d) to contrast psychiatric state of enuretic
~! children with known anatomical abnorma11ty of" the bladder with enuretics who have
~ no detectable abnorma11ty . . . T
These studes are bclng carr1ed out in out- patlent c11n1cs of a local school
medical service and in the Ch11dren s Ward of the- Instltute of Urology. * : -

-

The study is being supported by a grant from the Maudsley-Bethlem endowment fund
See also:

F1 Graham and R1chman - Trlal of difiering treatments of sleep disorders in young
children: ) . ) . -

.
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73 Shaffer et al. - Investigations into the mechanisms of action of imipramiae
- in enuresis : ) e : S
F13 Graham and. Richman - Controlled trial of family therapy and benaviour therapy -
in encopresis . . ) :

¢ . . o+ -

'e)'Lenrning'disorders . o : ‘

.

526 "Bryant, P., and Bradley, L. (Department of E:perimentai Pgsuchology, -
University of Oxford and Park Hospital, Ozford). SPELLING AND COPYING DIFFICULTLES
N BACKWARD READERS ' : ; o

)

The overall alw of these studies is to identify perceptual difficulties in back- .
. ward readers referred to a child guidance or child psychia%ric clinic. One

:xperiment aims to look at the frequency with which poor readers lose their place

shen copying and how a marker helps them, and in another children are being tested

_in their ability to" recognise rhymes presented orally and visually.

The -research is supported by the Cxford Regional Hospital Board.

“

« €27 'Clark, M. (Departmént of Psychology, Strathclyde University, Glasgow) .
. THE PREDICTION OF LATER READING FAILURE. :

The aim of fhis study is to examine whether later reading failure can be vredicted
from the natutre of. pre-school.educational experiénce, or from tests of intelligence .
.. or language ability .done on entry into infant school. Three cohorts of infant o
s¢hool entrants differing in previous experiences and entering one of two schools
_.were tested on sub-tests of the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children (WISC) -
~and TIllinois Test of Psycho-linguistdc Abilities (ITPA) and a variety of other
teésts thought to be related to reading progress. Behavioural informatior is
available- from the teachers but there is no demographic or neurological information.

ieading and spelling aitairment has been assessed two years later. -
The study.was Tunded by the Scottish Education Department ..

C28 Fogelman, K. (National Children's Bureau, London) AGE OF STARTING SCHOOL
AND ATTAINMENT AND ADJUSTMENT AT AGE 11 C

. National Child Development Study data on attainment and adjustment at age 11 are
oeing exgmined with respect to age of starting school. Approximately equal pro-
nortions of the sample were allowed.to start school 'during the ¢.months before -

. and the 6 months after their 5th birthday. i :

'

‘The study is being'supported By the DES and DHSS.

Cc29 -Frithh U. (MAC -Deveopmental Poychology Unit, Institute of‘Edﬂéation;
Unive}sity of London) ~ STUDIES INTO REAPING SKILLS ¢

- . . rd .
Frith's interest is in the study of the components of reading, i.e. recognition
and output and the contribution of visual and auditory (phonetic) processes to
each of .these components. .

LN, Her sf}ategy is to éontrast«children'Who are either good or bad at boik reading
: _and spelling with children who show discrepancies between their reading and
spelling abilities. ’

Both poorjspellors uand poor readers may have inherent difficulties in storage,
recognition or rctricval, but those who are discrepant for spelling' and reading

ability may have access 10 strategies which allow them to ameliorate their
difficulty. :

Thé.members of each group are being tested on visual, memory and récoghitiOn
. tests and are being watched for style of reading and their response to their .
own and deliberately introduced errors. N ‘ . . ) T

o R _ 30 )
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c30 Jones, D., and Currell, D. (Department of Psychology, Bzrkbe k College,
Unzveratty of London) EFFECTS OF ANXIETY ON ACADEMIC ATTAINMENT IN PRIMARY
SCHOOL CHILDQEN . 3

A pilot study suggested a relatlonship between anxiety in class and poor academlc

" performance. It also seemed that the influence of anxiety on attainment varied
- with school subject and was in part a function of the degree of formallty of
-teaching method.

o

-t

"The aim of the present study is to develop an anxiety scale for use with prlmary
-school pupils and to develop a measure of formal/informal learning situations.
"With these instruments, it is then proposed to investigate the relationship

between anxiety, 1ntellectual ab111ty, attainment and type of learning environ-
ment.

~ . N

1

. C31 Miles T.R. (Department a2f Psychology, University College of North Valea)
~ PROBLEMS EXPERIENCED BY DYSLEXIC CHILDREN AND ADULTS

“he aim of this study is to investigate the nature of 1nformat10n processing .
iefects in dyslexic children.

hildren studied are those with reading and spelllng retardation who also show
a number 6f otiher abnormalities, such as difficulty over forms which 1nvolve
r.equencing, right-left confusion, etc. The present focus of interest is on
describing difficulties' in 1dent1fy1ng stimuli of varying complexity ‘displayed
for differing lengths of time.

ACSZIIRichardson C.,'and Zangwill, O.L. (The Psychological. Laboratory, Cambridge)

AuPECTS OF PERCEPTION AND LANGUAGE IN CHILDREN WITH SPECIFIC READING DISABILITY

This study sets out’ to evaluate a number of hypotheses concerning v1sual per-
ception and oral language in children with specific read1ng retardation by
comparing .them with a group of good readers carefully matched for verbal I1Q,
performance IQ, social background, size of family, schopl, and length of
schooling. Aspects of visual perception being studied include’: (a) the
incidence of- letter reversals and .inversions, (b) the effects of spatial trans-
furmatlon on..form recognition (faces and words), and (c) the child’s conception”
of spatial relations. In the sphere of language, attention is being directed

- to: (&) genegal vocabulary, (b) comprehension of bipolar relations, (c)
~ +implicit knowledgp of form classes (d) serial learning ability, and (e)
.syntactlc development :

bl

.C33 Russell, ‘G., and Slade, P. (Department of Psuchtatry, ROKZE Free Hospital

School of Medicine, London) RESEARCH INTO DEVELOPMENTAL DYSCALCULIA

. The aim of this investigation is to studg the relationship between severe

arithmetic and reading disorders and-to -study the clinical and psychological
correlates of each and the relationship between them. Assessments are being

carried out on clinical referrals.

The study is being supported by the Wellcome Trust.

K}

034 Thakur, B. (Departrent-of Social Science, City University, London)
COMPARISON -OF. SCHOOL ATTAINMENT OF T®O GROUPS OF ENGLISH-BORN WEST INDIAN

" CHILDREN WHOSE PARENTS WERE OR WERE NOT RESPECTIVELY INFLUENCED BY WESTERN
HISSIONARIES WHILE STILL IN THE WEST INDIES

The hypothesis being te ited is that underachievement amongst immigrant children

is & function of previm s culture experience oOr lack of it. Comparisons are being
made bétween non Afro-Caribbean children and Afro-Caribbean children whose
parents were brought up in either a Western European or a Caribbean cultural
background. The children are attending secondary school and are. being tested on
a number of attainment tests and tests o. equivalence and accultiurgation.

.

»



.

C35 Wedge, P., and Robinson H, (National Chzldren 8 Bureau; London) STUDY. OF
REGIONAL DIFFERENCES IN EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT ~ ) '

',This study utilises data from the National Child Development Survey (1958
cohort).

. A preliminary analysis of educational dttainments at age 7 and at age 11 showed:
significant regional differentes. The present investigation is looking into -
these differences using municipal statistics to examine whether the differences ~
reflect major differences in such variables as per capita expenditure on ’
educatlon, the nature of the housing stock, teacher turnover, etc.

v
L.

This study is being funded by the'Centre for Environmental Studies.

2
. 2

See also:
B4 Kellmer Pringle et al. - National Child Development Study (1958 cohort)
F16 Kolvin - A comparative study nf different interventions in disturbed
. children '
F25 Wright and Payne - Evaluation of a school psychologacal service .
- H5 Reynolds et al. - Sécondary school .influences inlpupil development
H6 Rutter et al. - Secondary school influences on children's behaviour
J4 Dunn - ‘Mothers' behav1our and the quallty of children s play
S -
s MR .
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, .
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D — Psychiatric disorder in children with physical illness

e (s) Psychiatric disorder associated with CNS disease -

. ..

o

D1 Bower, B., and Ward, F (Department of Paediatrics, Radclsze Hospital,:
Ozford). THE IMPACT OF THE DIAGNOSIS OF EPILEPSY UPON PARENTS
A consecutive series of-parents of children with newly diagnosed. epilepsy and a
group of parents whose children have had diagnosed epilepsy for more than two )
‘years are being ipterviewed about their knowlédge and preconceptlons
concerning epilepsy. The largely unstructured interview also aims to.assess the
parents personality and background. By rontrastlng the' two -groups it is hoped.

: to see whether received attitudes persist it the face of actual experience.

The project is being supported ‘by the British Epilepsy Ass001atlon

D2 Butler, N., Gill, R., and Pomeroy, D. (Departmcnt of Child Health,
Untversity of Bristol). HOUSING PROBLEMS OF NEUROLOGICALLY HANDICAPPED PERSONS
IN AN URBAN COMMUNITY ’ " M

A study is being carried out amongst a sample of famllles who include a physically
hand}capped adult (n=108) or-child (n=115 - predominantly children with cerebral
palsy or spina bifida). These families were the subject of an earlier
1n6est1gatlon in the Avon area- whlch identified type of handicap, dwelling and
degree of dissatisfaction with housing. The present study is investigating
- these families using a semi-structured interview to study: (a) the cop1ng )
behaviour of families or individuals faced with physical difficulties; - (b) their’
stated reason for hou51ng discontent; .,and (c) the extent to which the families

,. are aVaillng themselves of agency a$51stancp ) :

The 1nvest1gatlon is belng supported ‘by the Housing Dlroctorate of the DeparL—
ment of the Environment. !

D3 "Butler, N. and West, P. (Department of Child Hezalth, Univcrsity of Bristol).

" ¥A-NATIONAL STUDY OF CONVULSIVEL DISORDERS IN CHILDHOOD " . . .

. The aims of this study are in pari to establish the prevalence of convulsiver
disorders in the child population and in part to define differences between

# children-"with established epilepsy and those who have had isolated febrile
seizures. The sampxe is drawn from the National Child Development Survey
{1958 cohort). ' A sub-sample of all children who werce reported by their parents

"~ to have had a convulsion by ages 7 or 11 has been selected for imore intensive
investigation. Diagnosis has been confirmed by GPs and paediatricians, and the
groups are beihg compared on their performance on the Bristol Social Adjustment
Guide, on educational attainment tests, as well as on demographic variables.

&

This study is being supported by the British Epilepsy Association.

-D4 Corbett, J., Trimble, M., Nicol, T. Dugh\\ ., and Wiseman, M. !
(Maudeley Hospztal London and LGgfzeld School Sussex) INVESTIGATION.INTO THE
ASSCGCIATION BETWEEN SERUM ANTICONVULSANT LEVELS ANQ NEUROLOGICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ™
SIDE EFFECTS IN CHILDREN WITH SEVERE EPILEPSY \\

Corbett and his colleagues are interested in assesslng\the prevalence of unwanted
anticonvulsant drug effects and their reJatlonshlp to serum drug levels w1th1n the
therapeutic range. . N

The entire populatlon of this res1dent1a1 school for children with severe

epilepsy was stabilised over a perlod of approxlmately 6 weeKs. The children

were then examined neurologlcally and psychometrically Behaviour ratings onk

v
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the Rutter scales were obtained from bouseparents and teachers. Serum anti-
"convulsant and folate levels were obtained at the time of.testing.. -t
The project has received support from the Lingfield Hospital Research Fund-

. . . L . )
D5..Drillien,; €., and Thompson, J. (Depantment of Child Health, Univereity of
Dundee, and Department of Special Education Services, Lothian Region, Edtnburgh’
AN EDUCATIONAL AND SXHAVIOURAL FOLLOW~-UP OF CHILDREN WITH EARLY ABNORMAL
NEUROLOGICAL SIGNS .

A sample of 300 low birth weight children was seen intensive]y during the first
year of life and was categorised with reference to transient or persisting
neurological disorder. These children are now belng re-examined between one and
two years after their entry._into’school. Assessiment includes testing of
intelligence and educational attainment and a teacher's evaluation of behaviour &
m the Bristol Social Adjustment Guide.

»

)6 Harper, M., Kolv1n, I. TWeddle,; ., Noble, C., Van Der Spuy, H.1.J., and-
Osselton, J. (Nuffield Child Psychology and Psychzatry Department, Newcastle
upon Tyne) A PSYCHOSOCIAL STUDY OF SPINA BIFIDA :
The aims of this study are to examine the behav1our and temperament of a group
of children with spina bifida and to assess the 1mport of the1r condition and
handl-ap on their family. -
’ \
Forty fam111es with 3 7 year -old ch11dren with spina blfida ,have been studled
Self-rating questionnaires and detailed family interviews weére used to investigate
the parents and families.. The children's behaviour and temperament were studied
using ine*ruments devised in the Department. Findings will be compared with data
obtained on a random sample of non-handicapped 5-year-old children. Cognitive
development has been assessed on standard test measures.

97 Harris, R., Corbett, J., and Gibbens, T. (Mauasley Hcspital,,. London)
ELECTROGRAPHIC PATTERNS OF GIRLS ON REMAND )

A preliminary survey of adolescent girls admitted to a remand home showed that
a'large proportion had EEG ‘abn~rmalities and that these abnormalities were C
- . significantly more common amongst glrls who had been subject to an ‘'unruly order*.
. . It is hoped that a follow-up study will evaluate the pred1ctive value of
o 1dent1f1ed EEG abnormalltles

--- . .. D8 Hutt, 8.J., Grant, R., and Lewis, D. (Department of stehology, Keele .
. Iniversity and Centrec for Epilepsy, AZderZy Edge) THE EFFECTS OF PHENOBARBITONE °
' - AND SOLIUM VALPROATE ON THE COGNITIVE FUNCTION OF EPILEPTIC CHILDREN

_ % variety of tests on perceptual, hotor and problem solving functions are
being applied to institutionalised epileptic children receiving sodium valproate .
but without any anticonvulsant drug. A further group of children who have:been
treated with phenobarbitone thrice daily for long periods of time are being
changed to a larger single dose of phenobarhitone. A battery of cognitive tests
ig ‘being applied to- |he Lh1ldrcn undcr both conditions.

5

D9 Hutt, S.J., Newton, J., and Cooper, R. (Department of Psychology, Keele
University, and Department of Pavdiatrics, North Jtaffordshire Royal Infirmary)
GTHE EFFECT OF GENERALISED SPIKE WAVE DISCHARGE ON COGNITIVE AND PERCEPTUAL MOTOR

PERFORMANCE

uar11er studies by lutt ‘on children with generalised spike wave discharges

suggested that the occurrence of these discharges significantly impaired reaction
. vime on a task. The oim of the vresent investigation is to study whether

delay in response time reflects impairment of detection, execution or short-

term memory and to what oxtent delay depends on task complexity. The children
studied are drawn from institutiung for epilentic children. Each child acts as - .-
his own control. An LEG recording is obtuined during the course of psychological .
testing.. . : . L . )

-~ | ' : . _342£,i
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D10 Lansdown R. " (Department of Psychologieal Medicine, Hospital for Sick Child-
ren, Great Ormond Street) INVESTIGATION INTO THE PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF
RADIOTHERAPY AND CHEMOTHERAPY GIVEN TO CHILDREN SUFFERING FROM AGCUTE LYMPHO-
BLASTIC LEUKAEMIA 5 . -
This study is 1nvest1gating clinical observations that leukaemic children suffer
from a decrement of school achievement after CNS irradiation.and chemotherapy
It is proposed to establish baseline 4nvestigations of vehaviour.and '
. achiévements in a group of newly diagnosed.leukaemic children. (aged 23-7) and to
repegt this test battery one year later. Controls will be other children
~guffering from a chronic physical disease and ‘a group of healthy children. It
is proposed to use parts of the McCarthy Intelligence Scale, tests of reading
and mathematics, a structured interview to assess the current beh“v1our of the
~ child, and a battery or neuropsycholog1ca1 tests.

K3
4
Fl

D11 Rutte?¥, M., and Chédwick, 0. ,(Departﬁent of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, -

Institute of Psychiafry, London) INVESTIGATION INTO DEVELOPMENTAL ASPECTS OF . .
RECOVERY FROM BRAIN .INJURY _ ~ :

Cldinical observations have-sugg ‘ested that recovery from-train-damage is related “to
age at injury and is greater in young subgects The ‘evidence for this is derived___
° mainly from retrospective studies *of chiildren with ‘language disorder. The present
prospective study aims to examine the process of recovery from .more generalised
" brain 1njury in ch11dren o£-d1fferent ages.

5 =
. -

.SubJects are children aged 5-16, who incur sevére head injuriés resulting in a
period of.post-traumatic amnesia of not less than one week. They are bein
investigated on a variety of tests of learning ability, short-term memory, .«
attentipn and other cognitive skills. Baseline measures are obtgined as soon
after recovery from coma as 1s permitted by their clirical conditipn. The group .
.I's then being retested at 4,- 16 and 24 months. Results are contrasted with
~those from controls matched for age,*sex and social class who»\ere involved in
-accidents which d1d not damage the central nervous system. '.

k - . . -
The study is being supporLed by a grant ‘from the Merntal Health Trust and
Rebeagch Fund. ®

. . s
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D12™ Shaffer, D., Brown,~G., and Chadwick, O. (Departme1t of ChLZd and

AdOLQoCGNt‘:byCHLQtrq, InotLtute “of Psgchza&rj, London) A CONTROLLED PROSPECTIVE
STUDY INTO THE LOGNITIVE AND BEHAVIOURAL SEQUELAE OF SEVERE HEAD INJURY IN CHILD-
HOOD

Th1s study arises from a series of 1nvest1gat1ons 1nto the psychiatric correlates
of CNS abnormality in_childhood undertaken in 'this Department. An epidemioldgical
study had shown that pqychlatrlc -disorder was much more prevalent in suclh . . o
children than in the general population. Further invest1gat1ons were designed '
—>t0 examine whether the high rate of disturbance could be attributed to non-
specific physical and social han&1caps - in a large sample* of children wrfh
locdalised head 1n1ux1es - or to the locus~of damage, or age at injury. It ) '
emerged that a large proportion of these injured children had a hand1capp1ng
psychiatric disturbance and also that family d1sturbance was common in that group.
" The question then arose as to whether the hlgn ‘rate of disturbance could be
explained by the high base rate of abnormality in ch11dren -who are involved in
accidents, whether it arose de novo as a consequence of the accident,_or whether

the acc1dent increased the vulnerability to disorder in otherw1se dlsadvantaged
children..

R AN . - . s

-

The aims of the present study- ‘are to exam)ne behaviour changes in a_group of
children on whom informatipn is available on pre-accident status and to compare
these with changes in a gontrol group of children who have been involved in
accidents not resu1t1ng ip~ head injury. Thé research group obtains information

on children who have. been in coma for one hour or more, admitted to a number of ~
London and provincial hospitals after head "injury. Parents are interviewed q}thin
a fortnight of injury to obtain informatiofi about behaviour and adjustment. during
the period before thé accident. Follow-up interviews and psychometric test1ng

of the child is repeated at 4, 12 and 24 months after the accident. The
‘structured interviews are used to cbtain information on changes in behaviour,

35
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child rearing praEtices.and fahily and marital adJustmgnt.3 The school is con-
tacted directly to obtain information about social and scholastic progress.
‘ ‘ .

This'project“is'being supported by a grant from H.S. Weavers and Co.

D13 Shaffer,'p;, Kaufman, K., * Harris, R., and Rutter, M. '(Departme;t of Child o
and Adolescent Peychiatry, Institute of Psychiatry and Maudsley Hospital, London,
and Park Hospital, Ozford) THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PATTERNS OF ELECTROGRAPHIC

)

ABNORMALITY AND TYPE OF PSYCHIATR1C DISORDER IN CHILDREN

This work is an attempt to replicate previous studies which suggested that amongst
disturbed epileptic children, generalised spike and wave abnormalities are
‘characteristically associated with neurotic disorder and focal temporal dis-
charges withk conduct disorder. The study consists of a retrospective analysis
of case records of children who fulfil predetermined electrographic criteria.

:

The study is being assisted by the British Epilepsy Association.
D14 Shaffer, D., and Sandberg, S. (Department of Child and *Adolescent.Peychiatry,
Institite of Psychiatry, London)  THE ROLE OF NEUROLOGICAL SOFT SIGNS, MINOR o
STIGMATA AND ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS IN DETERMINING PSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS IN CHILD-
JHOOD AR ° : . ol ..

Research in thevUniteﬂ'S;ates,suggeéts an increased- prevalence of psSychiatric

~—~—____disturbance in children with certain perceptual and motor signs, and the  minor

I

" | Thig research is funded jointly by the DHSS and ILEA. o

‘\Ettgmata.of Down's Syndrome (without associated chromosomal abnormality). . To

date, studies have largely lacked control for family and social .adversity. 1In
the present study a large number of 7-9-year-old boys are being -examined

. physically and their parents are being interviewed. Behaviour is being assessed
at school and at home with Rutter and Conners' Behaviour Inventories. It is

"hoped in this way to contrast the importance of biological and environmental factors
in /determining disorder. . . .

. -

D1 8pain, B. (Research and Statisties Group, Inner London Eaucation Authority) °
GLC SPINA BIFIDA SURVEY : : - . )
N L3 . .
With the increased survival of children with spina bifida the ILEA wished to b
obtain indications of the special educationul &nd other provisions that might be
quired to meet their needs. A total population sample of spina bifida survivors
ag identified during the first year of life. A longitudinal study has been
dertaken of 180 children between the ages of 1 and 6. The study employs the -
jehman Pre-school Behaviour Problem Questionnaire and the Rutter Classroom '
ehaviour Inventory, as well as a semi-structured interview to enquire into
amily stress and:the, relationship between such. stress and the degree of handicap
gocial problems and é@mmunity support. The children's developmental progress ‘'was
exsmined using the Griffiths and Reynell scales, and at 6 years they were given a
battery of psychological tests in school, incliding the Wechsler Pre-school and
Primary Scale of Intelligence (WPPSI) and other tests, with the aim of identifying
specific learning problems. - .

N .

A [
v

D16 - Storeé, G. (Department of Pesychiatry, Univerefty of Ozford) BEHAVIOURAL
PATTERNS IN EEG SUBGROUPS OF SCHOOL CHILDREN WITH EPILEPSY : \
Theré are some'indications that specific types of behavioural disturbance are
. associated with particular types of epilepsy but much of the evidence is
impressionistic or-based on highly selected groups of patients.

.
-

‘Relatively unselected subgroups of epileptic children attending ordinary school
have been compared with non-epileptic children on teachers' ratings of various
aspects,of behaviour. Different patterns of disturbance have emerged in the
different focal and generalised epilepsies. A contragt is seen, for example,
hetween right and’ left temporal spike subgroups, the latter heing the most dis-
turbed of all. The differences are not attfibutable to differences in age, ..~
-seizure frequency or drug treatment. The, question of how far these éistinct
patterns apply in both boys and girls is now Peing examined.

-

This atﬁdy is being éupported by the Briq;sh-Ep}lepsy Associatiosn. “y

-
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‘D17 Stores, G. (Departrent of Psychiatry, University of Oxford) FACTORS

ASSOCIATED WITH EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT INoEPILEPFIC AND NON-EPILEPTIC CHILDREN
ATTENDING ORDINARY SCHOOL .

;Although certain factors appear to be associated with poor school progress in

. 'children‘with epilepsy, their rekative importance and their possible .additive

effects are mot known. Information has been collected on arvaricety of behavioural

- factors and epilepsy variables (such as age of onset, clinical ,and EEG type,
" frequency of seizures and drug treatment) for a group of epileptic children whose

.reading levels range from well abpve to well below the levels expected on the
basis of age and intelligence. The predictive value of these factors taken singly
and in-combination is being determined ‘with the aim of identifying children at
greatest risk of educational failure. In addition, a comparison is beinig made
between these epileptic c¢hildren .and a group of non-epileptic children (with a

. sinmilarly wide range of attainment) in terms of the relationship between

behaviour at school and reading levels.

This study is being supported by, the British Epilepsy Association.

D18 Taylor, D. (Depértment of Psychiatry, Park Hospital, Oxford) STUDIES ON THE
COGNITIVE EFFECTS OF TEMPORAL -LOBE EPILEPSY : Lo

‘This study involved the examindtion of case material obtained at the Maudsley/
Guy!s Neurosurgical Unit on 296 cases of temporal lobectomy. The data being
studied consist of pre~ and post-operctivé psvchometrir~ test results. It is
assumed that where temporal lobectomy leads to an improvement in cognitive and
verbal skills the' removed temporal lobe was redundant and that alternative areas’
of cortex were subsuming the original function. Where temporal "lobectomy has

led to a reduction in psychométrio.performance it is assumed that undamaged’ areas

- of the temporal lobe were of continuing importance. A furthér assumption is

-

. This is a descriptive study to investigate concepts of‘epileﬁky-among parents”

that histological evidence of mesial temporal sclerosis allows the .onset of the
lesion to be datéd to the time of the first seizure. The analysis of pre- and -
post-operative data should therefore enahle Taylor to draw conclusions about -
relationships between- age  at injury and transfer of cortical function.‘

8

D19 Taylor, D.. (Department, of Psychiatry, Park Hospital, Oxford) PHYSICAL - .o

- GROWTE' IN CHILDREN WITH EPILEPSY

The stuwdy originated with a clinical observation that, compared to other patieﬁf
groups, a disproportionate number of epileptic children were of low stature. 1In _—

. a pilot exercise Taylor analysed the clinical material at the Park Hospital. - .

(250 children) and studied the relationships between stature’, age of first seizure,
IQ,«birth weight and social class. His. preliminary findings are that height in
this population is unrelated to social class or birth weight, but is related to
‘age of first seizure and TQ.---Taylor proposes to replicate the study on a larger

" and more -representative sample, obtaining more background infoprmation on each’
‘child. : : ‘

D20 West, P. (Department of Child Héalth, University of Bristol). AN INVESTIGATION
INTO THE SOCIAL CONNOTATIONS -AND CONSEQUENCES OF THE LABEL 'EPILEPSY’

of an epileptic child, the manner in which this genérates coping strategies

both within and outside the family, and the consequences for the child's identity
and behaviour. Twenty-four families -~ drawn at-random from a paediatric clinic -
have been interviewed to elicit the nature and origins.of ideas about epilepsy,-.
interaction.patterns, and their evaluation of the child. ‘In addition, parent-
doctor consultations have been ob.'erved . and documénted to discover how epilepsy
is 'managed' in the clinic context. In.A related ‘exercise, aistreet survey was

.undertaken to investigate public knowledge and images of epilepsy.

" The study is being supported by the British Epileps& Association and the SSRC.

" See also: _ k -

.

Eg Davieé‘—_Long;term fulluw-up of low birth weight children
E3 Dobbing and Whitfield - Manchester perinatal! growth and development study.

) El
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D21' Baum, D. and Gath, A. (Departm-'nt of Psychiatry, University of Ozford)
PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS INFLUENCING CONTROL OF DIABETES IN CHILDREN OF SCHOOL AGE
, y - " ; ;

-It has been suggested that psychological factors are important in diabetic”

.. ¢hildren who repeatedly 'fall out of control' .and Mequire hospital.admission.
'Thi's study is inyestiguting the problem by 6btain}hg information on current
behaviour and farly background of appioximately 80 diabetic children between
ages 5.and 15 ahd a classroom control group. Data are obtained by interview .
and classroom.questionnaire. Behaviour variables a;e,then-being-rélated to a’
number of indices of.diabetic control. T e ;

- .. o

: . . : R . - “ wia, .

This study is being supported by tke British Diabeti& Association.. e ‘Hf—
. ' .. ' ‘. i . ) ' * . . ’ v : ,
D22 Bentovim, A. (Department of Psychological Medicine, Hospital' for Sick
.Children, Great. Ormond Street) RETROSPECTIVE CASE- STUDY OF CHILDREN REFERRED
TO A HOSPITAL AFTER PARENTAL .ABUSE Lt : R '
éentovim leads _a hoépital committee which examines all cases' of abuse diagnosed
dt’ the Hospital® for Sick Children. One hundred such .cases” have been Seen since:
1973. .After the first 50 cases, an iftem sheet was devised and cases are now °
routinely.rated on this item sheet. It is intended to describe the abused ¢

population &een at ‘the hospital. . .

N . ‘.'-' . ° . . 1 § -
D23 Davis, D.R., Apley, J¢, Grimaldi, C.,Fill, G., and Hartog, M. (Departments
of Mental Health and Child Health, -Universit® of Bristol) THE STUDY OF GROWTH,
RETARDATION IN YOUNG CHILDREN T ’ )

.
- .

A series of children of short stature’'referred to a:growth clinic without |

demr-nstrable organic disease or dysfunctign are investigated by a multi-

disciplinary team, which includes a- psychiatrist and a dietitian, in respect

of diet and parental attitudes to feeding. Comparisons are made with a control
. Brgup. : ’

- The study is supported: by various local grants.
- \n 1 ‘-." . l .
ﬁ24'yDouélés. J. (M3C Unit for Rescvarch into Environmental Factors in Mental .
and Phaysical Ilincss, London) THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EARLY HOSPITALISATION
AND LATER EMOTIONAL DISTURBANCE . ' ) : - .
. Findings from the 1946 British National Survey relating early stress events
to emotional disturbance in childhood have alrea been published. The study
is being extended to examine the association between early hospitalisation and |
probléms in late adolescence and adult life. Emphasis is being laid on reducing
bias through selection factors. arising from the type of illness and through
selectiveé admission to hospital.

D25 Howarth, R., Barratt, M., and.Hawks, G. (Duvpartment of Renal Medicine and
Depariment of iwycholegical Medicine, Hospital for Sick Children, London)
CH1LDREN 'ON RENAL DIALY§IS AT HOME - PSYCHOSOCIAL IMPACT ON CHILD AND FAMILY

THe aim of this study i$ to examine the social and behavioural effects of home-
based renul dialysis treatment. Measures of recent child behavicur and emotional
_state and the¢ mental state of parents and family are obtained using the measures
developed by Rutter et al. i - ,

Twenty-four ¢hildren are being seen on two occasions with an interval between
assessments of one year. .

This study is being supported by the DHSS.
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D26 Markova, I., and Fofbes, C. (Department of Psychology, University of
Stiriling and Department of Medicine, University of Glasgow) ‘THE MOTHER-CHILD
RELATIONSHIP IN HAEMOPHILIACS OF PRE SCHOOL AGE R

’

: Haemophil1c ch11dren - especially vulnerable to the effects-of aecxdegtal injury-

]

4

, This study is being supported by the Haemophilie‘Society.‘

4

-,

CE )

often appear to be handicapped by over-protection. This problem is being looked
at in an observational study of all haemophilic children aged 3-5 in the west of

Scotland. The study aims to examine; (a) verbal and non-verbal manlfestatlons
of maternal anxiety, (b) the techniques used to excrcise control over the child's
behav1our, and (c) the contingencies of over- protective bchaviour: -,

Children and mothers*are being videotaped in the laboratory 1n a ser1en of play
situati)ns which include differing degrees of hazard. Comparisons are ‘being

made with a group of otherw1se matched mothers and children without medical dis-
order. '

}

-_,.927 Mérkbva, I:,'and Forbes, C. (Department of Psychology, Untversity of

S;zrleng\and Department of Medicine, University of Glasgow) SELF PERCEPTION
ANb RISK—TAKING BEHAVIOUR IN HAEMOPHLLIACS AND OTHER HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

The investigators are 1nterested’ﬁn the acqu1s1t1on of concepts of 1ntentlonallty .
and respoqsibility in young children in general and how these concepts might be__
diStorted -in, children with conditions which result in parental over-protection.

It is$ also hoped that the investigation wili lead to a better basis on-which to
provide “a coun§e111ng service to the families of children with haemophilia.

- Children with mild -or moderate haemophilia or other non-visible handicaps are
being compared with children with severe haemophilia- and severe visible handicap
and with children without medical problems The children are interviewed about
their interests and triendships and are given a projective test designed Lo
‘measure ratlngs of 1ntent1ona11t3 and responsxb111ty The ‘familics are inter-
viewed to determine levels of anxiety, and to enquire into their use of child
control technlques and the extent to which they curb or encourage

1ndependencc. . .

This study is being suppcrted by the Scottish Home and Health Department.

St Charles Hospital, London) THE EFFECT OF A PLAY THERAPIST ON CHILDREN'S PLAY

.IN HOSPITAL

The amount and typge of play will be observed in children admitted to hospital.
*The study will be conducted over a period of three months. During the middle
month the play therapist on the ward will be withdrawn. This will c¢nable an
assessment to be made of the effect of play workers- on pla) and the e¢xtent to
whicb nurses can make up for their absence.

D29. Stanaen, P.,, and Waugh, W. (Department of Psychiatry and Orthepaudic Surgery,
University of .Nottingham Medical School) LONG-TERM EFFECT OF HOSPITALISATIOW FOR
TREATMENT OF CONGENITAL DISLOCAT1ON OF THE HIP (CDH)

The intention of this study is to examine the long-term etfects of prolonged
hdspitalisation. The study is at present uncontrolled and includes patients
still attending the CDH clinic. Families are interviewed in a standard fashion
about the child's stay in hospital and subsequent adjustment. The sample is
selected in that not all children treated for CDH are followed up at this clinic.

D30 Wolff, S. and Wills, P. (Department oY Psychological Medicine, Royal
Hospital for Stek Chz»dren, Edinburgh) PSYCHIATRIC STATUS OF CHILDREN OF &MALL
STATURE

The aim of the research is to examine the social correlates of small stature.
The Department of Child Life and Health in-<Edinburgh is currently ‘sufveying all
Scottish children below the third percentile in helght with the intention of

- determining the prevalence of human growth hormone (HGH) deficiency. The

Department of Child Psychiatry is examining the children with a view to
39

42

~

"p28 Smith, H., Harvey, D., Harvey, 3., ard Prince, J. (Department of lacdiatrics, .



identifying the sacial, - psychometric and behavioural correlates of small
stature. It is proposed to question 70 children identified in the low stature
study, and investigate them with the Rutter Parents and Teachers Behaviour
Questionnaires. and Wolff's Behaviour Inventory for uce with parents, as well
as making further enquiries.about family and social background

The ‘HGH deficiency study is supported by ine MRC.

See aliso:
F8 Bentovim and Clements - Controlled evaluation of 2 handbook for parents £hose
. children are undefgoing major heart surgery

F12 Evans et al. - Communication, 11alson and support for parents of the handi-
capped child

F17 Lask - A controlled trial of family therapy for asthmatic children

F19 Norrish and Godfrey - Behaviour modification in childhood asthma

F21 Pinkerton - Establishment and evaluation of a serv1ce utilising nurses ' to
counsel families of psychiatrically disturbed physically 111 children

F23 Tizard et al. - Evaluation of = comprehens1ve medical and social service
for pre-school children and their families
J9 Gregory et al. - Interactxon between mcthers and their deaf infants
?
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"E .- Later effects of obstetricf‘a\ni’d perinatal abrormality _ .

e .

*E1 Chamberlain, R.,” Davey, A., and Simpson, R. (Departmcnt of Paediatrigs,
St Mary's Hospital Medical School, 'London) THE BRITISH BIRTHS CHILD STUD

fThe aim of this longitudinal study has been to assess the effect of fetal malQ
putrition and a variety of other perinatal .factors on subsequent physical and

" mental development. A randomly selected sample (n=1609) consisting of 1 in 10

of all children born of married parents during a week in 1970 (The British
_Births Survey) has been examined at 22 and at 42 months by community medical
officers. This sample was boosted by all legitimate children whose birth weight
was below the 5th percentile for length of gestation, all legitimate postmature
children and twins in the griginal BBS sample. There had been an attrition rate
of approximately 25 per ceijt at each examination. Developmental measures were
devised especiallv for. this study and their agreement with previously standardised
develophental scales was tested during a pilot period. ‘Piloting also ‘included
an assessmept of inter-rater reliability for the examination. The investigation
included a limited social enquiry, information about illness and hospital admission:
a physical and developmental assessment and a limited assessment of behaviour.
The sample investigated in this study will have been re-examined at the age of
5.in the Child Health and Education in the Seventies investigation (see Butler

et al., B2) in which there is greater emphasis on behaviour. It should there-

fore be. possible to link later findings with data obtained in this study.

The study is currently funded by the DHSS, but previously received grant support
from the MRC. . ] .

4

E2 Davies, P.A. (Departhent of Obstetrics, Hammersmith Hospital, London)
LONG-TERM FOLLOW-UP OF LOW BIRTH WEIGHT CHILDREN .

Davies is .continuing to follow up a series of children of low birth weight.
Results of the follow-up of very low birth weight children have already beecn
“published and data are now being collected on children who weighed between 1500
and 2000 g at birth. Children are being assessed with the Denver
Developmental Screening Test and the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children. .

The study is being supported By the ‘Nuffield- Foundation.

-
N .

E3 Dobbing, J. and Whitfield, C. (Jepartment of Child Health and Department

.of Obstetrics, University of Manchester) MANCHESTER PERINATAL GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT STUDY .

This is an open-ended project which aims to plot the physical growth and social
and cognitive development of children whose gestational development, and in
particular growth, had been carefully an¢. systematical.y documented. They are the
children of mothers who attended the antenatal clinic at the University Hospital
of South Manchester where, at three-weekly intervals, feﬂal growth in general and
skull growth in particular are measured by ultrasound techniques. All datz
collected during gestation are stored on magnetic tape. Proposals for the later
investigation of these children are currently being formulated and in the first
instance will focus on anthropometry and neuro-motor development. However, it is: -
intended to introduce measures of cognitive, emotional and social development at

a later stage. Dobbing would like to include measures that have already been
employed in other large-scale Surveys, .thus providing an opportunity f{or cross-
referencing between instruments used in large-scale and smaller and more intensive
investigations.

- The current research programme is funded by an endownent from the National Fund
for Research into Crippling Diseases. .
41
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E4"Barvey, D., Pripce, J., Firles, M.,:and Norman, A.P.. (Department of . s
Paedidtrics, Queen Charlotte's Hospital, London) A STUDY OF BABIES IN .=
. INCUBATORS . : .

The aim of this study is to describg differences in how mothers handle .their
infants under normal care conditions’and in special care units for the newborn.
This is seen.as a preliminary phase of a further study into the role of early
. mother-infant interaction and the later outcome of babies who have received
special care. )

ES Illsley, R., Mitchell, R., Cater, J., Samphier, M., and Graham, R. (Medical
Sociology Unit and Department of Child Health, Aberdeen and Dundee) SOCIAL AND
HEDICAL FOLLOW~UP OF LOW BIRTH WEIGHT INFANTS ) :

This is a longitudinal .study of a total population of singleton deliveries,
born weighing less than 2.5 kilograms, matched with controls of normal birth
weight. The purpose of the study is to investigate the previously observed
differences in .the development and achievement of low birth ~#eight children by
examining their clinical and social experiences,.including possible differences
in methods of upbringing during the first year of Iife. The data have been

' collated and are currently the subject of analysis. :

The study is being funded by the MRC and the National Fund for Research into
Crippling Diseases. )
. :

'~

E6 Jaques, N., Richards, M.,. and Brimblecombe, F. (Unit of Researck on Medical -
Application of Psychology, Cambridge, and Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital,
Ezeter) AN EVALUATION OF THE EFFECTS OF INCREASING MATERNAL INVOLVEMENT IN THE
CARE OF CHILDREN IN A NEONATAL INTENSIVE CARE UNIT '

This study répresents.an extension of Richards and Brimblecombe's interest in
early mother-child separations resulting from medical decisions.

First born preterm infants of 35-38 weeks gestation, admitted to .a neoratal
special care unit are being randomly allocated to a group which receives con-
ventional treatment or to a group in which provision is made for the mother to
live in and provide general nurturing care.

The two groups are being followed up for one year during which time comparisons
will be made with respect to physical growth and developmenc¢, behavioural
differences in the baby and the mother's own feelings of competence.

The study is being supported by'the'MRC.

E7 Mcuurk, H. (Deparimcnt of Psychology, University of Surrey) A STUDY INTO
THE .EFFECT OF VERY EARLY SEPARATION BETWLEN MOTHER AND CHILD .

It is proposed to examine certain aspects of social behaviour in infants who have
undergone varying degrees of early separation from their mothers. These include
infants adnitted into: (a) a special care unit where no provision is made for
the mother's involvement; (b) a special care unit where handling and visiting

are encouraged; (c) a maternity ward in which infants are separated except during
nursing time; and (d) a unit in which infants are kept close to their mother
throughout the dav. :

Initial evaluation will include an interview wita the mother about her attitudes
to separation: The infant's response will be examined on a test of habituation
to redundant visual stimuli. Mother-infant interaction will then be observed.od
three occasions during the 6 months after the child's discharge from hospital.
This is essentially a pilot study. If justified by results, then a more
extensive longitudinal study will be undertaken. P

B8 Mills, M., Rosenblatt, D., Packer, M., Lieberman, B., Foss, B., and Oppe, T.
(Department of Fsychology, Bedford College, London and Departments of Paediatrics
and Obstetrics, St Mary's Hos;ital Medical School, London) THE EFFECTS OF
_OBSTETRIC MEDICATION ON NEONATAL BEHAVIOUR

N

The aim of this study is to examine the effects of analgesia used during labour
“on the behaviour of the neonate. _Attention is being paid to selection factors
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which might operate in the prescribing of different types of medication and also

‘to emotional variables in the mother, Women recruited for study are those with

no previous psychia}ric history,.who have had an uncomplicated pregnancy.’ yegsures
of the mother's psychological state include the Malaise Inventory, the‘Nowlls_
Mood Adjective Checklist, and a form of the interview devised by Wolkind et al. ~
(G17) - )

Blood .levels of analgesic are measured at birth and at intervals afterwards and
are related to a variety of behavioural measures. - The infant is observed in a;
time-sampling procedure for the first twenty minuteé?&iter birth, and its
sensory abilities and state of alertness at this time are assessed.. The
Brazelton Neopatal Behavioural Assessment is used on' days 1, 3 and 7, and again
at 3 and at/6 weeks of age, to examine individual differences and possible be-
havioural consequences of the drugs. Mothers keep a record of ‘their baby's
sleep and feeding patterns for the first week. Thé Prechtl Neurological Examin-
ation is carried out on day 6. The relationship of mother and infant is studied

~from a number of aspects, including the filming of a feed'before discharge from

hospital. Further data collected include recordings of nutritive and non-nutritive
sucking, and an auditory operant learning task at 3 and at 6 weeks.
. . . \

Various aspects of this investigation are ‘being supprrted by\ the MRC, Duncan,

Flockhart and Co. Ltd., the Wellcome Trust and the Nuffield Foundation.

E9 Richards, M., and Brimblecombe, F. (Unif for Research on Medical Applica%ioné
of Psychology, Cambridge and Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital, Ezete:r) THE FREQUENCY
OF PARENTS VISITING INFANTS IN. AN INTENSIVE CARE UNIT :

This study aims to examine the constraints on parental visits to a regional.-special
and intensive care unit and to survey the actual frequency of visiting by parents.
Two hundred consecutive admissions are being studied and a record of visits is
maintained. A nurse trained in research methods undertakes a prolonged home

interview with parents after the infant is discharged.

The study is being supported by the DHSS. .

~E10 Stewart, A.,‘and Strang, L. (Department of Paediatrigs,_ lniversity College

Hospital Medical School, London/) -A LONG-TERM FOLLOW-UP OF LOWiBIRTH WEIGHT
INFANTS WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO LATER EFFECTS OF PERINATAL EVENTS

» A1
The Department has developed a sophisticated Neonatal Intensive Care Unit in
which detailed, and-in some cases automated, records of the child's clinical state
and treatment are maintained. A systematic follow-up programme has been
initiated to monitor the long-term effects of early management. The groups

_currently being followed up include infants born weighing less than 1500 g,

infants-with serious haemolytic disease,-infants who have had hyaline membrane
disease requiring assisted ventilation, and infants brought into the Unit after
delivery elsewhere. Children are followed up with frequent cldinical, neuro-
logical and developmental testing to the age of 18 months. rsychological
testing is done at 3% years, 5 years and 8 years, at which ti..s different
measures of intelligence, language and social adjustment - and at 8 years
educational attainment and motor skills - are obtained. The measures do in some
respects overlup with those used by Drillien and Thompson (see DS). it is pro-
posed to follow the children to age 11 years.

The study is being furled by a grant from the DHSS and from Birthright.'

-

‘E11 Thomson, A.J., Searle, M., and Russell, G. ( lepartments of Child Health and

Psycrology, University of aberdcen) QUALITY OF SURVIVAL AFTER SEVERE BIRTH
ASPHYXIA: A LONG-TFRM FOLLOW-UP STUDY :

The outcome of a tatal group of infants born in a 5-year period in Aberdeen, anu
severely asphyxiated at birth, with an Apgar score of 0 at 1 minute or aof 0-3 a1
5 minutes of age, was compared with that of a control group. Secventy-onc per
cent of the survivors have been fully evaluated at ages 5-10 yecars and limited
information is available on a further 20 per cent. Follow-up includes assess-
ment on the Illinois Test of Psycholinguistic Abilities and the Bender Gestalt,
full development and neurological evaluation including hearing and vision testing
and examination of the school medical records. :

. 43
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Thehéiudy is supported by d& grant from the Grampian Area Health Board'RE§€hrch’
Fund. ' )

‘ See also:

B2 Butler et al. - Child health and education in the seventies

D5 Drillien and Thompson - An eduational and behavioural follow-up of children
with early abnormal neurclogical signs ’

J16 Richards and Dunn - The Cambridge longitudinal study of child development
and mother-child relationship :
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F = Treatment studies

>

(a) Drug studies : . : -

' F1 Graham, P., and-Richman, N. (Departmént of Psychological Medicine, The

Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street, London) TRIAL OF DIFFERENT
TREATMENTS OF SLEEP DISORDERS IN YOUNG CHILDREN o

The principal of this study is to examine the efficacy of drugs used 1n\treat1nc
sleep disorders: in young children.

Families with a ch11d aged betweep 18—24 honths »ill be identified through the

Waltham Forest Family Register. Using a postal questionnaire, 2 group of
children with severe sleep disorders will be selected. The efficacy of two
different drugs and a placebo in improving sleep will be compared. The

v possibility of affecting sleep through behavioural techniques will be .examined.
..Information will also be obtained on the developmental, témperamental, family .

and social characteristics of children with sleep disorders compared with-a
group of coatrols. .

The 1nvestigation is supported by the MRC. o

-

F2 Kolvin, 1., Berney, T., Bhate, S., Jeans, J _ Scarth, L., Garsidc,‘R..
and Kay, B.  (Nuffield Child. Psychology and Psychiatry Unzt Jeweastle upon
Tyne) A CONTROLLED STUDY OF THE TREATMENT OF SCHOOL REFUSAL WITH ANTI DEPRESSANTS

The aim of the study is to examine the efficacy of anti- depxessdnt medxcatlon
in the treatment of school refusal, and to note differences in the
characteristics of reaponde;s and non-responders indicative of psy-ho-
pathological differences in the two groups. Forty children aged b tween 9-14°
are being recruited into the study. They are randomly allocated to a drug or a
placebo group. Both groups receive the usual range of supportive treatments

and the treating psychologist is unawarc of the drug condition. Dosage is ad-

justed for weight or age, ana is graduated so that the maximum dose is reached
after a gradual, build-up. Pa‘ients are 'given a 6-week supply of drug and there
are no checks on drug cunsumption. Assessment measures inclule initial rating
on & symptom check list, and standard1sed rating at four weekly intervals after
treatment has started.

F3 Shaffer, D., Stevenson, J., and Thomas, v. (Derartment of Child and
Adolescent Psychiatry und Departmert of Pharmacology, Institute of Psycriatry,
andon} INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE MECHANISMS OF ACTION OF IMIPRAMINE IN ENURESIS

Imipramine succeséfully inhibits enuresis. It is hoped that elucidation of the
way in which this drug works will lead to a better understanding of the mechanisms

" which underlie the condition. The investigations consist of. a series of animal
.experiments in which the effect of 1m1pram1ne upon changes in bladder function

is monitored. The .focus of the study ‘'is upon the relative importance of central
and peripheral mechanisms. Clinic®] studies are also being carried out to examine
whether the actions of imipramine can be mimicked by drugs which possess some

but- not all of .the pharmacological actions of imipramine.

See also:

D4 Corbett et al. - Investigation into the association between serum anti-
convulsant levels and neurological and psycholog1ca1 side effects in children
with severe epilepsy

D8 Hutt and Grant - The effects of phenobarb1tone and sodium valproate on the
cognitive funct1on of epilaptic children

" E8 . Mills et al. - The effects »f cnstetric medicatioa on neonatal bzbaviour
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- aiming to have sixteen ch11dren in each group, eight boys and eight girls.

(%) School and in-patiént treatments

©

F4. Berg, I. (Hzgh ‘Lands Adolescent Unit, Buroey in Wharfedale, Yorkshire)
AN EVALUATION OF LENGTH OF STAY IN AN IN-PATIENT UNIT OWN THE OUTCOME OF

ADOLESCENT SCHOOL PHOBIA

Clinicians d.ffer in their view on whether it is advisable to return school
phobics to school at the earliest opportunity, or whether underlying problems
should betdealt with first. 1In the present study successive school phobic
referrals are allocated randomly to a three-month and to a six-month inpatient
regime. The children are not otherwise treated ‘any differently. Initial
assessment of the children includes a clipical ihterview which is rated on a
standard item sheet and a number of personality questionnaires as well as
routine psybhometry Similar measures are used to assess outcome. -Part of
the treatment is undertaken by specially trained nurse therapists.” Berg is

F5 Irwin, E., Powley, P., and Turland, D. (Department of Child Psychiatry,
Hollymoor Hospital, Birmingham) SURVEY OF TEENAGERS -ADMITTED TO CHILDREN'S
AND COMMUNITY HOMES, RESIDENTIAL MALADJUSTED SCHOOLS AND HOSPITAL ADOLESCENT UNITS
This is an 1nvest1gat1on into the similarities and differences between
«dolesceénts admitted to; (a) a psychiatric in-pdtient unit, (b) residential
provisions of the Social Services Department and (c) residential schools for the

maladjusted.

The project has received support from the DHSS.

F6  Kolvin, I., McM111an, A., Wrate, R., ‘Nlcol A.R., and Wolstenhome, F.
(Nuffield Child Psychology and quchz“try Unit, Newcastle upcn Tyne) SURVEY
OF SPECIAL CLASSES FOR DISRUPTIVE CHILDREN

This is an evaluation of existing fac111t1es that have been established to
contain aifficult children in ordinary schools and in special school-linked
nits. The survey will examine a sample of classes throughout Great Britain
and will study all such facilities in the north east. It will also focus on
management style. McMillan and Wrate are ‘currently piloting -both a research .

‘interview and direct observational techn1ques In addition, the research team

proposes. to participate in setting up a series .of special un1ts with either a
dynamic or behavioural approach, and it will participate in a comparatlve
evaluation of these pilot units.

This study has been commissioned by the DES.

f i .
F7 Wilkie, F., Gudim, M., and Borzony, P. /lepartment of Social Administration,
Strathclyde Iniversity) A SURVEY OF SCHOOLS FOR MALADJUSTED CHILDREN IN SECOTLAND

The aim of this ‘study is to develop indices of effect1veness which could be
applied to schools for maladjusted children. The research method consists

_primarily of interviews with pupils and staff, with enquiries bucing made about

the schools’ organisational structure, staff attitudes, tn. degree of staff and
school involvement with pup1ls and . fam111es etc. No independent outcome
measures have been used and in assessing effectlveness the team has utilised
overall evaluations by staff and older children.

“s

- This investigation was commissioned’hy the Scottish Education Department.

See also.:

~

Alo Mitchell .and Coleman - Developmenti of observational techniques to s
investigate the efficacy of treatmeat in discorders in pre-school children

_F16 Kolvin - A comparative 2.uay of different irnterventions in r‘1sturbec. °

children
315 Tizard and Hodges - A follow-up of 8- -year- -old children whosc early years
were spent in residential care N
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- (c) Other treatment studies

i

“¥8 Bentovim, A., and Clements, P. (The Hospital forr Sick Children, Great Ornond
Street, London, and Child Development Research Unii, Nottingham University)
. CONTROLLED EVALUATION. OF A HANDBOOK FOR PARENTS WHOSE CHILDREN ARE UNDERGOING
" MAJOR HEART SURGERY : . .

. Clements previously undertook an observational study on children admitted for
" major heart surgery.  Her feeling was that parents were inadequately prepared
for their child'c admission to the intensive care unit. The current study has
".involved the preparation of an explanatory handbook. Children, stratified by
age, are randomly allocated to a group with or without a booklet. The outcome
measure is a scale designed to assess anxiety in the child before admission
and again at follow-up. This is part of a more general study into communication
. between parexrts and paediatricians.. o o i

- F9 Berg, I., HUllim, R5—and-Tyrer, S. (Depgrtment of Psychiatry, University of
. ‘Leeds) TRUANTS COMING BEFORE JUVENILE COURT - A CONTROLLED TRIAL:OF MANAGEMENT

* OF OUTCOME . ) : .

. Magistrates in a northern English city were systematically -biased in their manage-
ment of casSes of tiuancy. Whereas some routinely recommended supervision by the
Social Services Department or Probation Service, others showed a preference for

~ a period of adjournment during which time school attendance was monitored. Berg
and Tyrer were interested in ‘taking advantage of these apparent differences to
study whether outcome varied with management. They studied 153 truants coming
before the courts in 1972/1973 and obtained indices of social deprivation and
other family measures. Their findings were that truants ‘treated' with adjourn-
ment were more likely to return to school than children treated with supervision.
However, an analysis of background factors showed that selection processes made
the sentencing procedures less consistently related to the ‘bias of the magistrate

" than .originally supposed. ’ )

As a result of these findings a prospective ‘study has begun in which proven
truants are randomly allocated to 'supervision' or.-‘adjourn'! groups. As well as
assessing outcome with respect to sSchool attendance, measures on the Rutter
" and the Conners Teacher Questionnair2»s are obtained three months after
-.sentencing. Analysis includes a stuldy of interactions between response to
treatment and background characteristics. The Yollow-up enquiry in the
schools is being undertaken by Berg with thé help of the Educational Wel ‘are
.Department. : -

F10 Cameroh;<H,C, (Depaﬁtmentvof Child Psyéhiatry, St George's Hospttal Medicai
Schocl, London) A TRIAL OF AN EGO-SUPPORTIVE TECHNIQUE OF TREATMENT OF CHILDREN
WITH SCHOOL REFUSAL " '

A consecutive. series of children up to the age of 14}% who refuse to go to school
is béing studied. 'The children have been referred to a teaching hospital child
psychiatry department and treated by a single therapeutic team in a generally
. similar fashion. This involves making specific recomm:n.ations and vigorously
- " supporting the child's school and parents, and using a realistic but sympathetic
approach with the child. Outcome measvres inc'ude the duration and amount of
therapy required before the child returns to‘scnool, and relapse rate. It is
proposed to compare the outcome in this group with that of a group of similar
~children seen at other clinics by other practitioners. No attempt is being made
- to impose a protocol of alternative treatment.

The study is receiving support from the ILEA.

F11 - Coléman, J‘, Laishley, K., and Pond, D. (Department of Psychiatry, London °
Hospital Medical School) PROBLEM-ORIENTED COUNSELLING OF CARETAKERS OF PRF-SCHOOL
- CHILDREN

4

This work provides an evaluation of the impact of probler-orientated caretaker
‘sounselling techniques, coupled witl 'the use of a specially prepared booklet.
It is proposed to record the frequency of certain problem behaviours in a day
nursery before and after intervention. - «

The study is

being funded by a grant from the Goldsmiths Company.
« . + 47 :
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‘The investightion i3 being supported by the DHSS.

F12 Evans,.R., Jolly, H., Newson, J., and Newson, E. (Department of Pacdiatrics,
Charing Cross Hospital, London, and Child Development Research Unit, Department
of Psychology, University of Nottingham) COMMUNICATION,LIAISON AND SUPPORT FOR
PARENTS OF THE HANDICAPPED CHILD :

The Department of Paediatrics at -Charing Cross Hospital has established a multi-
disciplinary 'Child Development Centre' where children.with physical and mental
handicap, and also those with predominantly emotional disordcrs, can be diagnosed
and assessed and can receive specialised ireatment. Treatment facilities are

combined with a day nursery which is attended by the normal children of hospital
staff.

Evans is undertaking an 'Action Research' project on*'a sample of 18 families

whose handicapped’or disturbed children are:to be admitted to the Centre. ner
role is to prepare the family for admission and subsequently to act in 2 liaison
and adv1sor3 role, offering both support and practical advice in handling problems.
All Evans' work is done in visits to the famlly s own home: the Centre staff are
clinic based. : |

The aim of the research is to provide a peripatetic service which is responsive

to the needs expressed by parents and to investigate the varying use that parents
make of this service.

¢

F13 G1aham, P., and Richman, N. (Department pf PsgcnoLogzcaz Medicine, The
Hoepioa foy Sick cnild:on, dreat Ormond Street, London/ CONTROLLED TRIAL OF .
FAMILY THERAP& AND BEHAVIOUR THERAPY IN,LNCOPRESIS '

The principal aim of this study is to irvestigate alternative methods of treat-
ment in encopresis. As well as examining symptomatic improvement Graham and
Richman are also interested in measuring whether different treatments affect

ne child's self-esteem or family relationships. It is also proposed to
igvestigate the relatlonshlquetween soiling and psychiatric disturbance. Groups
encopretics with no obvious physical cause will be compared with those who have
perxistent soiling as a result of a physical disorder. The assumption is that ;
disturbance in the latter group is likely to be a consequence rather than the
causé\pt the soiling.

‘This study is being supported by the MRC.

N | | ~

F14 \Hill, Y., and Berse, P. (Tavistuck Jns::tu e of Human Relations, London)
THE CHILD GUIDANCE SERVICB IN A LONDON BOROUGH - A PILOT EVALUATIVE STUDY

This is a pilot investigation into the work of a local authority child guidance
service which will serve, in part, as a feasibility study for a‘more extensive

‘research project and. in part. as a guide to the bcrough in the further develop-

ment of services.

2
Fi5 Jehu! D., Turner, R.K., and Morgan, R.T.T. (University of Leicester School
of Social. Worx) BEHAVIOUR MODIFICATION WITH CHILDREN IN THE CARE OF A SOCIAL
SERVICES DEPARTMENT . .

The aim of this research programme is to investigate the feasibility and efficacy
of 'using a behavioural approach in the treatment of a variety of psychological
problems exhibited by children who are in the careof a local authority and living
in residential children's houes or foster homes.

The problems ‘being investigated include nocturnal and diurnal enuresis, en-
copres.., aggression, non-attendance at school and self-care deficits in retarded‘
children. A wide variety of behavioural procedures are used to meet the treat-
ment needs of individual children, and special attention is given to adsessing

the practical problems entailed by these procedures in the particular setting
where the research is being conducted.

Theresearchis supported by the Department of Health and Social Security and the
City of Birmingham.
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Fi6 Kolvin, I..(Nuffield Child Pdychology and -Psychiatry Unit, Newcastle upon
Tyme) A UUMPARATIVE STUDy OF DIFFERENT INTERVENTIONS IN DISTURBED CHILDREN
O0¥igins. - Kolvin had for some time been interested -in comparing the effects of
different forms of treatment for maladjusted children. , An earlier study ot .
children placed in different treatment settings had produced useful information
on the relationship between. the presenting clinical- features 'and subsequent out-
come. However, conclusions about the effects of intervention were complicated

as: (a) children.had not been randomly allocated to the different treatment
settings; (b) treatment within a given setting varied; and (c) children within’
a given treatment setting were not homogeneolis with respect. to:diseider. However,
the study established Kolvin's interest in intervention research,-and possibly

as a, result of this he was approached by the DES to. undertake the present study
4in which the effects of different forms of intervention would be compared. N

Design. Children in two age groups are being studied - a younger group aged

7-8 and an older grcup aged 11. They are drawn from six junior and six secondary
schools chosen for the study by the local education department. Within each -
school children identified as maladjusted were allocated to the same treatment
group. As well as this 'within-school' comparison, a 'between-school’ comparison
has beéen built into the design. - - - . -

Seleotion of subjects. Children meeting any of the following criteria were con-
sidered for inclusion: '(a) being frequently'absent from school for trivial
‘reasons; (b) having a reading quotient below a certain value (this applied for the
7=8-year-old group-only); (c) abnormal scores on a clussroom sociometry measure;
{d) a' score of more than 10 on the Rutter B Scale Teachers Inventory. ~An - N
‘additional criterion for the older children was an abnormal score on the Junior
‘Eysenck Personality Inventory. On the basis of this screening technique the

most abnormal quartile was selected for intervention. This group was further
investigated with a parent and_cla;;foom behaviour inventory and detailed social
and .family information was obtainel at interview. Children were then further
classified into *hose with primarily conduct and those with primarily emotional
disorders. . : . : .

Phe intéerventions for the younger group ‘used in the study consisted of:

(a) 4 months of play therapy; (b) 18 months of classroom nurture enrichment;
"and _ (c¢) 12 months of teachec¢ consultation apd parent counselling. The older
groups were- allocated to one of the following types of treatment: (a) talking .
groups with a trained psychiatrist or therapist (4 months); (b) inclusion in a. .
class with a tescher trained in systematic behaviour therapy based on social
reinforcement principles; or (¢’ systematic parent counselling. Attempts have
been made to reduce contamination between groups by ensuring that children in

the same class dc not receive more than one type of treatment, and by staggering
‘the -interventions so that the control groups and the individual treatment groups
were seen first and the interventions which involved specific changes in .
. teaching behaviours were administerzd last. 1In addition to this main study a -
:gub-group in different schools was treated with remedial reading. Initial assessment
" was sinilar in all cases; subsequent assessments were carried out 2. months and 9
months after completion of the intervention and 36 months after inception.

Mullin and Wrate, have in addition carried out a descriptive study of
institutional features of all the schools included in the intervention study as
well as several other ordinary and special schools.” The focus of interest was
“the rigidity or flexibility of routire, the closeness between different staff
‘menbers and stafi and pupils and the congruency or unity of the school as --
indicated by the way that staff and pupils.identified with the school. The
instrument used by Mullins was an inventory delivered to the head teacher and

t0 one other experienced teacher. Data collection is now complete. :

‘The study is being supported by the DES.
3 ;

_Training of therapists. Therapists who participated in parent and teacher
counselling and in play and group therapies attended a series of seminars; they
attended a sensitivity group for a year and saw and. treated clinic cases under
supervision before starting on the planned intervention. Teachers were used
for the remedial reading programme and all were trained by Stansfield and his:
colleagues at the Institute of Education. Aides in the nurture group were
themselves mothers and were chosen on the basis of a judgement of tkeir own
‘warmth, empathy, spontaneity and sensitivity. The teachers who participated
iz the behaviour modification exercise were all volunteers who attended a  ° |

- series of seminars and workshops. Throughout the treatment'progrﬁmme they .
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consulted 1nd1v1dually with the-director of the behaviour modlfication
programme . .

Analyszs Because 6f an unequal distribution of diagnostic and treefment .
groups conventional covariant techniques are not applicable and a special -~
‘programme has been . devised by Garside.

The study has been funded by.the DES. ' '
$ : ‘ N

F17 Lask, B. " (Department of Psychologzcal Medicine, The Hospital for Sick

Children, Grea* Ormond Street, London) A CONTROLLED TRIAL OF FAMILY THERAPY
FOR ASTHMATIC CHILDREN

This trial is designed to test the hypothesis that children reve1v1ng family

*therapy will have: fewer and less intense attacks of asthma than children not
rece1v1ng family therapy. - .

Children aged 4-14 in whom emotional factors are thought td be 1mportant are

. selected for consideration by a paediati:ician. These children are then assessed’
and randomly assigned to a treatment or no treatment group. They are further
assessed at the end of treatment- and at intervals afier that. Assessments
include respiratory function tests and_a daily diary record of asthmatic
symptoms kept for a given period before assessment. Questionnaire and repertory
grid measures of change in family relatlonshlps are taken. Treatment consists
of psychotherapeutic sessions lasting 45 minutes at thrge-weekly intervals. v
The broad aim of the therapy is to improve coping behaviour, and the Chle s
asthma is a focius around which discussion takes place.
‘The study is not funded 1ndependent1y but patlents travelling expenses etc.
are met from a Departmental fund. , : s i

~ . . 1 3 M .
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Fi18 Llndsay, M. (D;Dartment of Child Pbycglatry, Park Hospital, Oxford)
EVALUATION OF GROUP PSYCHOTHERAPY )

A number of children with psychiatric problems, referred to the Park Hospital,
are treated with group psychotherapy. Limdsay is setting up a systematic
method of evaluating change during the course of such treatment.- The treatmen:t
itself requires groups of.up to 10 .ci’ldren to attehd for 90 minuies weekly,

‘the aim being to facilitate relationships and language\amongst those who
attend

Parents also meet in a group which is designed to allow the'participants to
ventilate feelings and arxieties. The assessment consists of a standardised

check list relating to the child's behaviour and emotions, and is
completed monthly. -

F1§ Norrish, M., and Godfrey, S. (Department of Paediatrics, Institute of Chila
Health, Hammersmith Hospital, Lonaon) BEHAVIOUR MODIFICA*L“N IN CHILOHOOD ASTIiMA

A study is being undertaken into .the effect of imaginal deqens1tlsat10n on
children with moderate or severe asthma. An initial survey of 63 children aged
8-15 has been undertaken, using clinical, physiological.and psychological measures,

in an attempt 'to predict which ch11dren would be most likely to respond ta thlS
type of treatment. .

No clearly defined groups emerged from this survey and the detailed 1nformat10n on
each child will therefore be used to identify différences between-those children
who_respond to treatment and those who do not. The treated children will attend
as out-patients and a control group of untreated children will be used. Both '
treated and untreated children will keep detailed records of symptoms and t
medication taken for one month before treatment starts, during treatment .and for
otie month after treatment, to enable comparisons to be made between groups..-

This study is being supported by the Leverhulme Trust through the Men;el Health
Research Fund. . :
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F20 Ounsted C . and Lynch M. ' (Department of Child Psychiatry, Park Hospztal
Ozford) PSYCHOPATHOLOGY AND PSYCHOTHERAPY OF CHILD ABUSE .
Ounsted bases th1s research on” the assumptlon that parents who physically abuse
‘their children can be’ d1stingu1shed by various antenatal indices and other
features that.are: apparent in the immediate postnatal stage. A umrit exists at the
Park Hospital wheré mothers, babies and other members of the family can be '
admitted for intensive psychotherapy The aim of the present study is to evaluate
‘the -cost and efficacy of admitting mothers and infants to such a unit, as compared
.with intensive community support alone without: admission. . The project is in an
early stage, and cases, thought to- be at risk by nurses or sociaL workers at the
John Radpliffe antenatal service are referred to Ounsted for ' evaluation.

They' are.then assigned at random to either in- pat1ent care or immediate community
‘supervision. The regimes to be followed during the in-patient stay are not pre- -
‘determined .but will include advice on family planning, attention to parental and .
'sibling .physical health, and family group psychotherapy. The precise evaluation
instruments have not yet been chosgn but will incliude systematic follow-up of

the health of all members of ' the family.

-The pro1ect is being funded by Action Research for Cr1pp1ed Ch11dren
" S '&ﬂ
F21 Pinkerton P. (Department of Child Psychiatryy| Rdyal Liverpool Chitdren's
Hospital) ESTABLISHMENT AND EVALUATION OF A SURVICE UTILISING NURSES TO COUNSEL
;FAMILIES OF PqYCHIATRICALLf DISTURBED PHYSICALLY ILL CHILDREN '
Pinkerton proposes to introduce.a scheme to train nurses attend1ng the L1verpool
coukse in Child-and Adolescent Psychiatry in family counselling. It is planned
to engage a full- tlme sooial worker who would both organise and evaluate the
programme S _ . .

"'r ' : . '
. F22 Rutter, M.; Hemsley, R., Howlin, P., Yule, W., Berger. M.,and Hersov, L.
(Dgpartments of Child: ard\AdoZescﬂnt Psycnzatry -and of Psyahology, Inetitute of

Psychiatry, ' and Mgudsléy Hospital, London) AN EVALUATION OF A BEHAVIOUHAL |
-APPROACH TO THE TREATMENT OF AUT!STIC CHILDREN

*Inte;est Ain the treatment of aUTlSth children wyas initially stimulated by Lovaas's
_work ‘Qn operant training methods A ollot stxdy was set up in the Maudsley
Hospitlal-. te wvsiluate such Creatment ih an’ 1n~pat1ent setting. However, it was

foui 1 that ch11d1en who had sh0wn advandes during their stay as 1n-pat1ents
csometlmes rélapsed’ rapidly after discharge. An attempt was then made to train
parents attending the ‘Hospital on an out-patient basis. Comparative obscrvations
“in theyclinic and at” home showed that parent- -child interactions in the hospital

set 1ng\were oiten atvplcal It was therefore felt that the most appropriate zim
—sboulc—eelto estabilsh a treatment vegime in the child's own home using

‘behan;onral applled in a de\elopmentat context, toge\ser with family
counSelklng M ~~—~;E~M
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The stud; 1nvvaes,the treatmentvand-evaluation of 16 autistic boys, without
.‘obyious neuroIog1cal diseldse, all ‘with performance IQ in excess of 60, and two
sets of aut1st1Crcontrols matched for age, JIQ, social class, severity of symptoms

d language 1eve1 Assessment includes detailed parental interviews, the
ggintenance by parents of regular diaries and observation of behawlour in the homeg
T:eatment i$ focussed on the specif:c problems of individual paflents and involves
~freguent consultation with the research workers Evaluation is at 6-montnly
intervals over an 18 month period. v

%he study is. being supported by a grant/from the DHSS.

L,: ]
“323 Ti ard, J. Moss, P., Oppe, T.D, Bax, M., and others (Thomas Coram Research
‘%ﬁzt, Institute of Education, cnd St Mary's Medical Schodl, University of Lfndon)
Q VALUATION OF A COMPREHENSIVE MEDICAL 'AND SOCIAL SERVICE FOR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN
END TIEIR FAMILIES .
Two children's centres have been set up-in the Bloomsbury and Paddington areas of
Liondon. The aim of these centres has been to provide a. range of int.sgrated
,med1qa1 social and educationtal services' for pre-school children in a geographically
'c1rcumscr1bed area. The focus of the.evaluztion programme is to establish which
‘types of problem can be usefully dealt with by such a service and to examine the
demand for and use made of the services within the given catchment areas. « This
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is being dona byja;détailed assussment of all eligible children and their families
<Within the catchment areas of the two centres and a control district.  Evaluation
qig curried out befdre and one year after the establishment of the centres.
> 7 . . e ) .
AR R
" 'Enquiries cover both'parents’ and children's physical and mental health as well
as the range and ndture of the mother’'s social and family c¢ontac.s, worries and

satisfaétions. The evaluation of child state. is based largely on the schedule
devised by Richman.

“

The study is being supported by'the DHSS.

F24 Walk, D. (Departr .t of Child Psychiatry, St George's Hospital Medical
School, London) SURVEY OF PSXCHIATRISTS CONCERNED WITH CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS

The aim of this study + to identify which British psychiatrists are being called
upon to deal with c¢hi.iven and.adolescents and to note their training and the
setting in which thev work. These questions are of importance in the planning of

~ services - c¢specqrial:n rvices for adolescents for whom there is an overlap between
treatment by ps; :i:° .ls trained in adult and those trained in child psychiatry -
and in planning an» priate supporting network for the number of psychiatrists
who are still emplo,. . oy independent bodies and by local authorities outside the

Health Service. Scpurate questionnaires are being addressed to individual
psychiatrists and 4lso to a variety.of employing authorities in Great Britain.

The study is being supported by the DHSS and by the Royal College of Psychiatrists.

F25 Wright, H., and Payne, T. (Portsmcuth School PsychologicaZ-Service7.
EVALUATION OF ﬁ SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICE

. This is a survey of the working of the School Psychological Service in the City
of Portsmouth. :

The study will include a retrospective analysis of referrals during a 12-month
period, with a limited follow-up assessment of a sub - sanple of the group; a survey
of teacher, social service worker and Health Service personnel attitudes towards
the Service; a reading and behaviour survey and a general description of the
workings of the Service, with particular reference to the amount of overlap
between educational and clinical psychologists, and the contributions made by the
service. to inter-disciplinary decision making. '

The survey is staffed by a full-time research worker and is being funded by a
grant from the DES. .

F26° Yule, W., Bergiér, M., and Wigley, V. (Department of Psyé%ology, Institute
of Psyekiatry, London and Department of Child Development, Institute of Education,
London and IL:A) TEACHER-CHILD INTERACTION STUDY

This investigation originated in a smaller study (Barcroft and Pope) which
examined ways in which teachers unwittingly reinforced disruptive behaviours in
primary school children. Schgpol staff who had. taken part'suggested‘that a course
be started to train teachers in observation and behaviour control techniques.
This was agreed to and systematic evaluation has been built into the training
programme. ’ !

Since then, about fifty teachers nave attended five courses of 8-10 two hour
meetings which include both didactic and participatory instruction. Both teacher
and general classroom.behaviour are observed before, during and after the period
of training. In additjon, a sub-sample of teachers has taken part in a cross-
over design evaluation” in which behaviour changes in individual children with '
belraviour problems were compared with respect.to their teacher's participation
in the training programme.. . : .
See also: .
A4 Cox et al. - Interviewing styles in di;;hQStic interviews with parents
A5 Freud et al. - Preparation of a manual for the research and service uses of
the Hampstead Diagnostic Index and Profile '
* C21 Woolley and Townsend - A comparison of services for autistic children in
two counties . ' ' .
C24 Shaffer - Behaviour change in enuretics during the acquisition of continence
H8 Worrall - Relationship of early teacher-pupil and pupil-teacher impressions
‘ to subsequent classroom achievement and behaviour .
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G - Development of children with family and social disadvantage

Gl Brown, G.W., and Harris, T.” (Social Research Unit, Bedford College,
University of London) STUDIES OF THE PART PLAYED BY LIFE EVENTS, LONG-TERM
DIFFICULTIES AND FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS [N THE -ONSET OF DEPRESSIVE ILLNESS

This series of studies has sought to relate therprevalence of dep1e551on in
women to proximate~prenap1tants (e.g. life events) to factors whlcn,1ncrease
" or reduce vulnerability to precip’ tating factors (e.g. family composition,
employment, emotiomally supportive relationships), to factors which determine
the form of the psychiatric disturbance, such as the errly loss of a parent,
‘and to factors whi~h lead to or irhibit access to psychiatric treatment.
4 - . L
Clinical: =nd generzl population samples have be=n studieéd in both urban and rural
communities. Although the focus of fhe Un.t's research has been on dcpressive
disorder as manifest in the adult, it is uf direct 1.levance to child psychiatry
both at a theoretical level in the way that it seeks tco identify factors which
lead to domestic dysfunction and at a purely practical level in the methodological
. work that is being carr1ed out on the development of measures of family life
(see A2).

It is proposed to extend this research with a large s~ale longitudinal study -
which would allow a closer look at the process of becoming depressed and at the s
factors which influence recovery and chronicity.

G2 Coffield, F.J. Robinson, P.E.D., and Sarsby, J. (Decpartment of Education,
_University of Keele) CONCEPTUAL AND EMPIRICAL STUDY OF THE THESIS OF TRANSMITTED
DEPRIVATION Sy T
L
1hea1m ‘'of this study i%to generate hypotheses about the mechanisms of trans-
mitted deprivation. The central ‘focus is an anthropological study of a small
. number of problem famllies on a poor housing estate. The investigators are
+ contacting successful and unsuccessful members of ‘families who have been in serious -
"difficulties. .

~“G3 Dixon, P., and Rutter, M. (Department of Child and Adolescent.Psychiatry,
Institute of-.Psychiatry, London) SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS AND SCHOOL ADJUSTMENT OF
CHILDREN IN LONG-TERM RESIDENTIAL CARE

The aim of this study is to examine the effects of multiple caretaking experl-
ences on later educational achievement ‘and on social adjustment.

~ Twenty 5-9-year-old children, in residential care since their first year of life,
-but at present attending a normal primary school, are being compared-with a
matched group of children, brought up within their natural family. The measures
that are being used to compare the children include behaviour questionnaires,
interviews with teaching staff about the range and intensity of the child's
social relationships and direct school -observations, again with an emphasis
on social behaviours and also on task oriepted wviehaviour. Assessment
‘includes measurement of IQ and detailed enquiry into the previous range and
. nature of relationships in the institution and at home.

The study is being supported by the SSRC.

G4 Gath, .(Department of Psychiatry, University of Oxford) THE EFFECT OF
MATERNAL AGE ON THE SUBSEQUENT EMOTIONAL BEhAVIOUR OF FIRST- BORN CHILDREN

Gath had earlier undertaken a study on the impact of Down's syndrome children on

their normal siblings. This investigation included a number of families with

elderly mothers, some of whom were late in starting their families (these tended
_ to be more anxious and tense), and others with large families reaching the end
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ot a lengthy reproductive life. Problems in these latter ‘families were linked’
to family size, .-The aims of the present sStudy dre to investigate_the findings
further by examining whether elderly first-time mothers have particular .
difficulties in child rearing, and hopefully-identifying factors which mitigate
these difficulties. Co . . “
First-born children of mothers aged over 35 years at the time of their birth T
between 1963-1966 were identified through the Oxford Record Linkage system.
Children still living within a defined radius of Oxford town centre have been.
matched with a group of children the same age whose mothers were aged less than
20 at their birth, and with children of intermediately aged mothers attending the
same, school ¢lass as the index children. The assessment comprises a lengthy .
semi-standardised interview, adapted from the schedules devised by Rutter and Graham.
There is special emphasis on  the mother's early gynaecological history and
her anxieties over child handling. There is in addition "an assessment of the
child's behaviour aﬁd popularity at school.

it

This research is bein supported by the MRC.: .

. | . ‘
G5 Geber, B. (Department of (. cial Psychology, London School of Economics,
University of London) THE PREL-ICTION OF ABUSE IN CHILDREN

The: aim of this study is to examine the feasibility of devising a scheme to
icontify children at risk from' later abuse. :

rilot work is being undertaken to develop metinds which would include both an
antenatal questiornnaire and, later, observat.ons of mother and infamt. Questionnaires
have been obtained from 20 working class and 20 middle class primiparous mothers.

A small number of these have subsequently been observed with their infants.

"G6- Lambert, L., and Essen, J;'YNationaZ Children's Bureau, London) CHILDREN
. WHO HAVE BEEN IN CARE - . :

This is a study of data from the National Child Development Study (1958 cohort).
Comparisons are being made between children taken into care before the age of 7
and those who came into care between ages 7 and 11. .

Attainments and adjustment are being studied with reference to number\bf place-
ments, age at first placement, reasons for going into care and type of care
arrangement. The data are being examined longitudinally to study the earlier
adjustment of children who were to go into care for the first time between the
ages of 7 and 11. '

.This study has been supporied by the SSRC, Nuffield Foundation, DES and DHSS.
. ‘ . )

G7 Mayall, B, and Petrie, P. (Thomas Coram Research Unit, Institute of Educatidn,
University cof London) A STUDY OF CHILD-CARE. BY CHILD MINDERS-TOGETHER WITH A
COMPARISON OF CHILDREN'S INTERACTION WITH THEIR PARENTS AND WITH THEIR CHILD MINDER

-

This is a further inVéstigation in the Unit's general programme of examining the
social development of children in a variety of custodial and educational settings.
Registered child minders have be=n identified in a number of London boroughs.
Children's social behaviour during an interview with the minder is compared

with behaviour during an interview with the mother. The child's language
development is assessed at 3 separate session. The quality of care ofrsred by
minders who have minded children for over 10 months has been compared with-that
offered to children minded for less than 10 months.

The investigation is being supported by the DHSS. .
B N\,

. . .

G8 McGlaughlin, A., Empson, J., and Kendrick, P. (Family Studies Unit;
Department of Social Administration, Hull University) MOTHER-CHILD INTERACTION
AND THE RANGE OF PSYCHOSOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

This study examines intragenerational effects by comparing child-rearing .
behaviours in sibling mothers. It .is argued that an intragenerational effect \\<\
would be demonstrated if sisters brought up by the same mother were more similar

in their child-rearing behaviour than unrelated women brought wp by different-

>
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mothers. The presence of intragenefational effects would justify tne search for
intergenerational continuities in child-rearing behaviours.

Twénty-eight Socially disadvantaged mothers and their siSters, each with a child
under the age of one--year, are being studied (i.e. 56 mother-child dyads). . Two
mother-child interaction sessions are videotaped-at home at 12, 18 and 24 months
of age. A number of measures of interaction are obtained from a time sampled
inspection of videotape. Note is being made of the variant and invariant elements
of interactions and of individual differences amongst the children, both during
interview and from the video recordings. The relationship to educational
2ttainment will eventually be established. v

" The study is sgpported by the SSRC as part'of the 'cyéle of deprivation' contract.

G9 Pollak, M. (Department of Child Health, King'QICollege Hogpttal Medical School, 
London) A FOLLOW-UP OF 'TODAY'S 3-YEAR-OLDS'

. This work involves £~follow—up of a cohort of 167 children, drawn from a single
‘general practice in inner London and originally seen at the age of 3.- In that
study development was referred to indices of social deprivation. v

Of the original sample 130 have been followed up at the age of 9 and are being -
interviewed at school. Intelligence, reading and perceptual abilities are being
assessed. Parents are completing a social questionnaire and head teachers have

been asked to-rate the children with respect to achievement and behaviour.

It :s proposed to contrast changes in development of childreh who are still living
in adverse circumstances with those whose environmental conditions hzve improved.

The study is being supported by a gran* from the DHSS.

G10 Rapoport , R.N.(institute of Family and Environmental Research, London)
TRANSMISSION OF MALADAPTIVE COPING PATTERNS N
This is an intensive study of a small, strategically selected series of ;amilies
of school leavers with long-standing problems of parental social adjustment. The

goal of the study is to learn more about the forces inside the families -
affecting the transmission of maladaptive coping patterns at school leaving
age. ' ’ .-

. o

G11 Rutter, M., ahd Quinton, D.” (Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry,
Institute of Psyehiatry, London) CHILDREN IN RESIDENTIAL CARE ‘

It is widely held that adverse experiences in childhood in some way influence
later parenting behaviour and that it is in this way that a ‘cycle, of disadvantage'
might become established. The present study aims to examine this{hypothesis.

The study is in two parts. The first compares the current parenting behaviour

and childhood expcsriences of parents with a child newly admitted into care for the

second —time with those of parents of a randomly sclected control group of children
" living in the same geographical area. ' ’

The aim of the second part of the study will be to examine how many o? the
children who experienced early adversity are now experiencing difficulties with
their own families and to contrast them with subjects who are managing without
difficulty.: The sample will-consist of young:.adults who were the subjects of an
earlier study by Tizard on children .in care. The current state can therefore be .
related to early contemporary data of good quality.' A control group will be
.drawn from individuals studied in a general child population study. Particular
emphasis is being placed on identifying factors which enable individuals to cope
well in adult life in spite of adverse experiences in childhood. ’

". The study is weing supported by the SSRC.

G12 Rutter, M., Quinton, D., and Yule, B. (Department of Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry, Institute of Psychiatry, London) FAMILY PATHOLOGY AND DISORDERS IN
CHILDREN . B

An earlier study showed that psychiatric disorder was more common in “‘he parents
of child psychiatric patients than among parents of control children. That study
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wag cross-sectional, relied on case notes, and used a child:batient based sample.
These limitations precluded.the examination of the direction of effects and the
magnitude &f the link between parental and child disorder. The present study
aimed to overcome these difficulties. A consecutive series of parents with
children of school age or younger presenting with a new psychiatric di'sorder
were identified from the Camberwell Register. Patients and spouses were inter-
viewed as soon as possible after the initial contact and at yearly intervals for
the following four years. Assessment laid emphasis on the current psychiatric
state of parents and children and on family interactions and relationships. .

Data from a,mﬂwralpopulat1on survey were. used for comparison. Data collection
has been completed and is in the course of analysis.

The project has been supported by a grant from the Foundation for Child Develop-
ment, USA.
G13 Stone, F., Brebner, C.M., and Stanf1e1d J.P. (Department of Child and Family

Psychtatry, Royal Hospital for Sick Chzldren, Glasgow, and Department of Soczal
Paediatrics, UnLverSLty of Glasgow) ' RISK FACTORS IN ADOPTION

L
v

The aim of this study is to develop a method for predicting successful adoption. ¢
The- strategy that has been used is to interview adoptive parents shortly after
placement, and again when the infant is 6 months old. The interview has an open-
ended as well as a structured component Each child.- is assessed developmentally.
. The study is largely a descriptive one. Adoption agencies in the west of Scotland
" refer the families on an unselected basis.

The study is being supportea by the Scottish Home and Health Department.

614 Streather, J. (National Chilcren's Bureau, London) A STUDY OF ILLEGITIMATE
AND ADOPTED CHILDREN

This investdigation makes use of .data from the National Child Development Study
(1958 cohort; examination at ages 7 and 11; see B4). An analysis of the dévelop-
ment of 111eg1t1mately born children at the age of 7 suggested their poor attain-
ment and adjustment was a consequence of family circumstance. This did not take .
account of the contribution that adverse perinatal factors and .social dis-,

- advantage might have made to poor outcome. These effects are being examined in
the present study,which also uses longitudinal data to investigate the ceffects
‘of change in fam11y circumstance. As a group, illegitimately born children
tend to move from single to two parent families and_can be contrasted with
children. whose’ parents have separated

G135 Tizard, B., and Hodges, J'. (Thomas Coram Research Unit, Institute of
Education,. University of London) A FOLLOW-UP OF 8 YEAR-OLD CHILDREN WHOSE EARLY
YEARS WERE SPENT IN ‘RESIDENTIAL CARE. Lo

This cohtinues a study into the reversibility of early deperLng exper1ences
Groups of children who had spent their early years in an institution were first
.identified and assessed at the age of 2. At 4% the behaviour.and cognitive
development of those who had remained in "an institution werc contrasted with
that of those who had either been adopted or restored to .their natural parents.
“In the present follow-up, the children -are being.assessed at the age of 8. A
contrast group of LondOn working class ch11dren has been stud1ed throughout

Behaviour is being assessed w1th a modified version of the interview used on the
Isle .of Wight survey and with a_teacher questionnaire based on the Rutter B scales,
and by direct observation made durlng ‘psychological testing.

s

The study is being supported by Dr Barnado's Soc1ety

Gl16 Tonge, W and Lunn, J. (Department of Psychiatry and Department of
Community Mcd. ne, University of Sheffield Medical School): FOLLOW-UP OF THE
MARRIED CHILDREN OF SOCIALLY DEPRIVED FAMILIES Y :

The aim of this study is to examine continuities in attitudes and social adjdstr
ment between deprived parents and their offspring. Special emphasis is being
placed on the study of socially successful children of the problem family group. -
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The subjects sre the marricd children of parents who were originally studied by
Tonge some years ago. In that study the psychiatric state of 33 families. who

had received help from a number of social agencies was contrasted with a similar
“number of families matched for age and street of residence who had not had such
belp. In assessing the children of the original groups emphasis will be placed
on IQ and personality, criminality and employment.record, attitudes to education
‘and authority and the adjustment of their children (third generation) at school.
and at home. : M '

This study is_supported by the SSRC.

G17 WVolkind, S., Hall: F., Pawlby, S., Reichstdl, L., Zajicek, E., Clark,B.E.,
Higham, M., and Kruk, S. (Department of Psjchiatry, London Hospital Medical .
College) A LONGITUDINAL STUDY OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT IN AN [1'NER LONDON AREA"

The aims cf this study are to examine: (a) the value of ¢»rtain early behaviour
in predicting later disturbances; (b) the relationship between these disorders
and (i) earlier disturbance in the mother and (ii) individual differences in“the
child; and (c) the interaction between individual differences in mother and in
child. Two research spproaches, epidemiological and ethedogical; are used. Each
examines its own hypothesis, but in addition the relationship between- the two
approaches is constantly examined. : '

The groups being studied consist of (i) a random sample of mothers(n=107), :
(ii) a group with a high level of psychological and social difficulties (n=59),
-0of whom 15 also appear in the random group, (iii) a group of non-cohabiting single
mothers (n=80). Psychological and socia’l difficulties used to select group ii

are factors which are commonly held to increase the risk for developing later \
emotional difficulties. Eighty of the mothers (30 from group i and 25 each from
groups ii-ang iii) make up the epidemiological sample. i

The methogs of investigatidn-include antenatal interview with the mother to assess
her mental state and obiain a history of her own early experierces. After
delivery, the infant's state is assessed on the Brazelton scale. Further inter-
views and observation sessioas are held at 4, 14.and 24 months. A varicty of
interactional and child measures are obtained and these provide an opportunity
for a validation with the mother's account of similar behaviours.

> . . ) . . ’ s . ~
A study is being made of the second children born to these fumilies with a view
to examining changes in the wothers'’ child-rearing practices and siblings' | '
similarities of - temperament. . o \\_“‘\\

The investigation is being supported by the - MRC and the SSRC.

e

" Sec alsu:

" Al5 Coleman et al. - Development of an instrument to measure attitudes of
children's caretaking B - . o . : e
Bl  Brandon et al. - A fcasibility study into the further follow-up of the .
" Neweastle 1000 Families Survey . - W :
B2 Butler et al. - Child Health and Education:in the Spventies § °-
B4 Kellmer Pringle et al. - National Child Developmend ; Study (3958-Luhort)
B7 Rutter et al. - Psychiatric disordér and cducationdl attainment Hn a

metropolitan area and an area of small towas R it L

€16 Pollak - Investigation of the relationship Wetwévhisocial dep?iﬁa;ion and

. delay-in specch davelopment 2 ) i . :

D2’ Butler et al. - Housing problems of neurologieally{handicapped fersons in-
an urban community ) T e . - :

D14 Shaffer and Sandberg - The role of ncurological soft signs, minoOr stigmata,

. and environmental factors in determining psychiatric disorder in childhood

D22 - Bentoévim - Retrospective case study of children referrved to a hospital

“ after paréntal abuse ' -

E5 Illsley et al. - Social and medical follow-up of low birth weight infants
F5 Irwin et al. - Survey of tecnagers admitted to. children's and commumity
homes, residential maladjusted schools and hospital ad..lescent units

F15 ‘Jehu et al. - Behavidur modification with children in the care of a social
. services department . .
F20 Ounsted and. Lynch - Psychopathology and r.aychotherapy. of child abuse

K4 Davey and Pushkin - A study of racial awareness and prejudice in young -
children | L :
K9 Loude~ - A conparative study of self-esteem and locus of control in majority

and in minority group adolescents.
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H1 Butler, N., Dowling, S., Howlett, B., and Csborne, A., (Department of
Child Health, University of Bristol) A NATIONAL SURVEY OF BRITISH PRE-SCHOOL
AND DAY-CARE PROVISION . . .
This” is a questionnaire survey of the organisation, resources and activities of
approximately 20 000 nursery schools, classes, playgroups and day nurseries in
the United Kingdom. Pre-school institutional data will be linked to that of
individual children included in the Child Health and Education in the Seventies
study (B2) to provide information on the relationship between pre-school
experience and development and behaviour at age 5. This' study.-will also provide
information on the regional distribution of provision for young children, the
extent tc which differing facilities duplicate and complement each other and

"the exteat to which disadvantaged children are benefitting from pre-school
services.. ' T ) N

>

The study is’ supported by the MRC, the Naticnal Birthday Trust Fuﬂd and the

Readers Digest Association. v

H2 Connolly, K., and Smith, ‘P. (Department of Psychology, University of
Sheffield) DETERMINANTS, OF SOCTIAL INTERACTION AND PLAY BEHAVIOUR AMONG PRE-
SCHOOL CHILDREN . \ ' :
This.experimental study investigated the effect or children's, behaviour of .
variation in space and play materials, amount of teacher intérvention and group
size. Groups of nourmal children under age 5 drawn from a defin:d catchment area
were studied. ’ S ‘

The project was undertaken in three phases, each with a duplicsted cohort and
v each lasting the duration of a school year.  The behaviour of the children wés.
studied-by trained . observers in the nursery using a time sampling techni:. ue.

‘During the first phuse of the study, size and amount of play and teacking
material were varied within the constraints of Department of Education
recommendations. ' e -

" During the second phase of the study, teachérs varied their style f interaction
with the children. During 'free play' periods the staff were availdble, but
interaction was maintained at a high level. Approaches were varied within a_|
single day's session. ~ ' - -

During the final phase of the study, the classes were constituted in such a way
th2t group size. varied from 10-30 during the course of the year. By using data
oblLained from the two previou phases of the study, it was possible to allow

for the secondary effects of varying group size on room density and availablility

of resources.

The study has been supported by the SSRC.

H3 Hughes, M., and Pinkerton,'G. (Thomas Coram Research Unif, Institute of .
Eduecation, Univercity of London) DIFFICULTIES EXPERIENCED BY CHILDREN STARTING
'PRIMARY SCHOOL : : . p

The aim of this res=arch is to study the prevalence cf children's problems .
during their first few weeks a. school and to relate these tq earlier care and
to family and demographic factors. Teachers are further being interviewed about
their expectations for children starting school. It is hoped that this will
provide intormation that is relevant to the aims of a pre-school service.

Teachers at thirteen infant schouls serving areas covered by experimental .
children's centres (see Tizard-et al., F23) ‘arc being interviewed, and have been
asked to complete individual questionnaires on two cohorts of children-entering
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their schools for the first time. The questionnaire is adapted from that

~developed by Thompson for the National Foundation for Educational Research and
covers the children'§ social behavioyr,.self reliance, task oriented behaviour
and language. ’ ’ :

. v

“Phis research is being funded by ‘the DHSS. ) : LT

.H4 ?inkerton, G., and Hughes, M. (Thomas Coram Recearch Untit, Jnstifu;e of ~
Education, University of London) AN EVALUATION OF SCHEMES IN WHICH DAY NURSERY
.CHILDREN ATTEND NURSERY SCHOOLS OR CLASSES * : :

Part-time nursery schemes allow children to"attend a day nursery for several -
hours a week. The aim of this study is to assess the educational value of these
" schemes -and to note difficulties or stresses which migit result from the dis-
continuous pattern-of carc and education. :

The study is supported by the DHSS. ' Co : ’ . - .

'
-

H5 Reynolds, D., Jones, D., and St. leger, S. (MRC Epidemiology Unit (S. Waled),
\Cardiff, and Department of Social Administra.iun, Untvcrsity of Cardiff) -
_rSECONpARY INFLUENCES IN PUPIL DEVELOPMENT - ’ '

Thé stimutus for this. study came from Power's findings that sccondary schools
appear to exercise an influence on the behaviour of adolescents which is independ-
ent of area or family factors and bias in .pupil intake. This study aims to look
at organisational factors within the school which might lead to such differences.

The present study is being carried out in 9 secondary schools whith serve a
precise Gatchment area, and which draw their intake from a number of distinct
- primary schools. ‘ : '

Outcope criteria froh soo'pupils in their final apd penultimate yeat at schooi
~consist of attainment results, police and truancy records, self reports of
delinquency and vandalism, and a variety of attitude tests.
: s . .

.

A home interview is held with the parents 'of each child, focussing on social and

" dempgraphic variables and on enquiry into parents' education. A social-

malaise inventory has becn ccnstructed for each of the schools' catchment areas. -,
Differences in schovl intake are being examined on a cohort of 250 newly admitted
children. This cohort has of course come In to the school some¢ years later than
the out-going cohort, but will have been drawn from the sume catchment area.
Organisational -differences within the school are obtatned in part by direct

- observation and in-part from simple school statistics. .

The sfuéy is being supported by the MRC. ) ¢ : f ‘
'H6 Rutter; ., Maughan, B., Mortimore, P., and Quston, »J. (Department of

‘Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Institute of Fsychiatry, London) SECONDARY
- SCHOOL INFLUENCES ON- CHILDREN'S BEHAVIOUR ) .

.

Previous'studies have shown major differences between schools in the provalence
. of psychidtric disorder and delinquency. -The supposition has been that factors
-within schools may influence a child's behaviour for better or worsc.  The-
present study has Peen designed to investigate these influences.

One of the major problems in previous research has been the lack of information
about the children at the time they entered school, which made it difficult to
separate the effects of selectivé intake from the effects of the school. itself.
However, an earlier study undertaken in this Department obtained informatioun

on adjustment and attainment on a total sample of children just before secondary
.school transfer. The children were re-investigated during their third year in
‘secondary school: ’ : . D

-

Information on the children's characteristics at age 10 years prior to secondary
transfer ehables the expected prevalence of behavioural deviance and reading
difficulties at age 14 ycars-to-be predicted. Twelve non-selective secondary
schools’ were ‘then chosen for intensive study. These varied . .
markedly in terms of their level of deviance and difficylties$ being higher .or
lower than, expected on the basis of their intake. They included both co-
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educational and single sex, denominational, voluntary and county schools. The
research team, which is blind to the categorisation of. the different schools, is-

.currently studying a variety of institutional features of these schools to relate

" working ard middle class children and théir tcuachers, apnd between the same

them to outcome., v ) -

The study is’supported by the DES.
- . " *

H7 Tizard, B., Carmichael, H. Hughes, M., and Pinkerton, G. (Thomas Coram
Research Unit, University of London} A STUDY OF NURSERY SCHOOL CHILDREN'S
CONVERSATION WITH TEACHERS AND WITH PARENTS = ¢

This work is an extension of Tizard's research irto thé social environment of
nursery s:ttings. The intention is to compare varicus aspects of talk between

children and their mothers. Conversations will be 1recorded by radiomicrophone

" be monitored over the school term. Pupils in comparison groups will. spend an o

and analysis will show who initiates a conversation. the ccntext of the
conversztion, the range of content wiinin a conversation and the type of
cognitive demrnds that parents and teachers make upon the chi1l4 in their talk
with them. : ' ' :

The investigation is Lring suprorted by the SSRC.

H8 Worrall, N. (Department of Child Development and Educatisnal Psychclogy,
Institute of Educatton, London) RELATIONSHIP OF EARLY TEALHER-PUPIL AND-PUPIL-
TEACHER IMPRESSIONS TO SUBSEQUENT CLASSROOM ACHIEVEMENT AND BEHAVIOUR

The aims of this research are: (a) to cnalyse the process of impression
formation between pupil and teacher; .(b) to examine whether impression feed-
back to either party ‘can bring about an effective change in each other's
perception; and (c) to. assess whether feedback results in improved classroom
satisfaction and achievement. It also aims to delineate the stage at which
impressions ar+ formed and the extent to which impressions depend on the amount
and quality of interaction. ' ' ‘

In the main study the experimental groups will have brief weekly sessions of two-

way information exchange between pupil and teacher: the effects of these

exchanges on mutual impressions, classroom achievement “and adjustment will then -

equivalent time either: (a) alone with the teacher, but in reading practice

rather than information exchange, or (b) in reading practice, without the

presence nf the teacher. .

Tﬁis study is being supportced by a projeét grant from the SSRC. -

See aléo:

A12 Rutter etcal. - Preparation of manual for the Rutter 'B' scale

28 Fogelman - Age of starting school and attainment and adjustment at 11
c30 Jones and Currell - Effects of anxiety on acadamic attainment in primary °

. schoel children ) .
C34 Thakur - Comparison ci school attainment of two groups of English born West
indian children whose parTentis were or were not respectively influenced by
, -western missionaries while =till in the West Indies
C35 Wedge and Robinson - Study of regional.differenceé in educational attainment
F25 Wright and Payne - Evaluation of a school psychological service '
F26 Yule et al. - Teacher-child interaction study
K10 Lynam - Informal groups among adolescent girls in the classroom situ-tion

.\.
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" Little is being supported by an SSRC studentship.

| — Personality and individual "di'ff'eré,nc'es , - .

. s . ) v . : .
I1 Giuganino, B., and-Hindley, C. (lepartment of Child Development and
‘Educational Psychoiogy, Institute of Education, University of London)

- PERSONALITY CONTINUITIES DURING CHILDHOOD . :

TThe‘stabiliqy of a number of personaliiy variables between ages 3 and 11 is
" being studied, utilising interview and observational data obtained from the

Institute of Education longitudinal study.

fyThe project 1s_supporfed by the Leverhulme Trust.

12 , Kolvin, I., and Scott, D. (Nuffield Child Psychologu and Foyehiairy Unit,
Newecastle upon Tyne) LONG-TERM FOLLOW-UP OF TEMPERAMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS IN

~

Fifty sets of like-sexed twins (25 monozygotic and 25 dizygotic) were identified

“.1n 1662. - These were assessed at the ages of 3 and 7 using a varicty of

temperamental measures and in-depth interviews. These will be repcated at  the

. age of 14. The preliminary findings are as yet unpublished. The¢ workers now

propose to study these twins spécifically to investigate the long-term stability
of temperamental and behavioural factors and their relationship to cognitive and
genetic factors. T ' -

I3 Little, B. (Department of Psychology, Keele University) INDIVIDUAL -
DIFFERENCES IN AUTONOMIC NERVOUS SYSTEM RESPONSES IN CHILDREN DURING PERCEPTUAL
MOTOR PERFORMANCE - ' .

Approximafely 180 children in the Birmingham School District have been screened
with the Rutter B scale to identify extreme groups of children with conduct

and neurctic disorder. A number of measures of autonomic responsiveness in

two groups are then recorded during psychometric testing.

. .
14 Powell, G. (Department of Psychology, Institute of Psychiatry,“london),
A DEVELOPMENTAL STUDY OF SOCIAL LEARNING, PERSONALITY AND CLINICAL DISORDER -
This is a study which sets out to investigate how personality, as measured on
the Eysencks' PEN queétionnaire might, through facilitating or inhibiting
social learning, predict deviance of attitudes and behaviour, and how the
quality of predication varies with age and sex. o

1 | ¢ . ’ S
Tests have been carried out on 808 whité school children from 7 schools, across
6 different age groups. They were tested on the PEN guestionnairc and werc also
asked to complete a test 'of social attitudes, a social perception test and a
self-report misbehaviour test. A behaviour rating was qQbtained by tcachers.

>

The study is being- supported by a grant from the SSRC.

15 Wood, M. (Unit for Research into the Medical Applicaﬁions of Psuchology,
Cambridge) STABILITY OF INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES IN EARLY CHILDHOOD *

The aim of this study is to'examine the stability of certain individual
differences in children - in-particular, those relating to attention and
activity - and to investigate the interaction of congs&aital and environmental.
factors in ‘their development. ' - : : :

Twelve first-born middle-class. normal children and their mothcré are- being
studied during the first 10 days of life, and again at 6 and 10 months. Initial
observations of the mother znd child focus on an analysis of interaction
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in the fvedxng situation and an assessment ot the ch11d s state using the

Bell sucking test and a modified version of the Brazelton Scale. Examinations

at 6 and 10 months include the objective measurément of gross motor activity

(using an Actometer), measurement of atteation span and- an assessment of the

mother's behaviour with particular reference to her tempo and style of inter-
action.

The study is being supported by the SSRC. ™ . . ot

See also:

A17 Dunn and Wooding - Validity and stability of the Carey Scale of
Temperamental Characteristics

A19 Hindley apd MedJuck - The stability of measures of personallty in.
adolescence

B8 Venables - Study of the transmission of autunomlc abn01ma11ty in gelected
Mauritian children and in adult schizophrenics

B10 West and Farrington - Cambridge study in delinquent developmént

J3 Costello - A twin study of infant effects on mother-infant interaction

“J5 Dunn and Wooding - An observational study of first-born children before

and after the arrival of a sioling
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.l - Development of commumcatlon and social relationships wuthm

the family .

. a ' . : .

J1 Blurton Jones, N. (Department of Growth and Development, Institute of child
- Health, Untverszty of London) DEVELOPMENTAL STUDIES OF MOTHER-CHILD ATTACHMENT

The aims of these related longitudinal 'studies are:. (a) to examine the relation-
sKip~betWeen bzhaviours which are commonly held to be indicators of ‘'attachment';

~(b) th study the continuities and. Muctuations of these behaviours.in a given

mother-child pair over time; (c) to look at the extent to which either mother
or child initiates or maintains behaviours which lead to proximity; and (d) to
examine how the child' s behaviour varies with differing degrees of maternal

'responsiveness' and in particular how this responsiveness influences the child's
language development .

The first study has examined 60 '‘normal’ legitimate first-born children_(30
male, 30 female) of middle-class parents. . Pevrent and child have been seen at.

" 6 mon*hly intervals between the ages of 15 and 51 months. Each assessment has

included observations made on mother and child alone and together, both at home
and in. the laboratory, and in a small group setting in ‘the laboratory and in a
park. In addition to direct observation, information about the child's and

- family's social contacts and other background factors have been obtained by

interview. 1Individual differences .amongst the children are assessed on the
Reynell Test of language development and on the Stanford Binet. Datz collection
has been c¢ompleted, but it is proposed to undertaken a further limited

" educati onal and cognitive assessment of the children at ages 5 and 7.

EaY

A grant has been received to replicate the middle class study on a sample of

non-deprived working «<lass children. Most previous studies on attachment have
been done on middle class families. By extending the study in this way it is
hoped that a wider range of maternal response styles can be studied and it may
alsQ be possible to investigate whether social class related differences can be
held to account for later differences in school achievement.

The studies are supported by the SSRC,

Elaborations and variations in this programme of researnu include studies in
other cultural settings which use broadly similar methuds.

(a) Developmental Study of Mother- Chlld Attachment in Malaysia (Blurton Uones,
N., and Woodson, R. ) :

In this investigation Malay, Chinese and Tamil mother-child pairs were
studied in part to assess the consistency and variation of observable
behaviours in families from widely differing cultures and in part to
investigate whether the items of behaviour chosen for the study in the
British investigation have a more universal application

(b) Developmental Study of Mother-Child Interaction in the Navajo (Chisholm, J
: Department of Anthropology,lhngers University, and Blurton Jones, N.)

"The Navajo were chosen for study because of their characteristic use of

the cradle-board. This has been held to account for the Navajo child's
allcged shyness and characteristic gaze aversion. In this study particular
emphasis-'is being placed on the measurement of individual differences
(using the Brazelton scale) and on the frequency and ways

with which mothers respond to cues from the infant, both when on and off
the cradle-board. .

All of-.these studies rely on direct observation techniques and a number of

- methodological_studies have been planned which are listed separately in section

A

- The Navajo and Malaysian studies were supported by the Harry Frank Guggenheim

Foundation

’
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J2 Bruner, J. (Department of Ezperimental Peychology, Unzverszty of Ozford)
THE TRANSITION FROM PRE-LINGUISTIC TO LINGUISTIC COMMUNICATION

A

This programme of restarch into the structure of prelinguistic communicative
behaviour of children is directed to the hypothesis that a first spoken grammar
is based upon fundamental concepts that the child has already learnt with an
adult caretaker. It has been preceded by two pilot studies which set out to’
identify characteristic sequences of joint mothér-infant activity and attention
and which also developed a functional coding system tfiat could be Systenatically

applied 1or interactional data g
Mother-infant interactions are being recorded at home and in,the laboratory )
with, particular interest being shown in the development of ant1cipatory s1gnalling,
in patterns of interaction and differentiation of roles and in the mother's
understanding of her child's non-linguistic signals "Of particular interest

is the way in which mother and child manage to’refer to the same object, and how
the infant manages to get -thers to: conform to its 1ntentions

The research team, which comprises three research assistants, @ paediatrician,
a psycholinguist and a number of PhD students, is also engaged- in a series of
subsidiary projects, which include: (a) a study, using spectrographic analysis,
of the differentiation of infant cries and vocalisations within a situational .-
context (Leslie and Pratt); and (b) an investigation into the extent to which
infants follow changes in adult gaze direction (Scaife).

This programme of research is being supported by the SSRC.

N

J3 Costello, A..(MRC Unit for the Study of Environmental and Physiedl Factors

in. Mental and Phyetcal Illness, London) A TWIN STUDY OF INFANT EFFECTS ON
MOTHER INFANT INTERACTION

s

It is 11kely that a mother's interaction with her infant w1ll be modified by -

her experience of .rearing other children dnd by the demand characteristic of
older siblings By examining the interactions of first-born twins with their
mother, it, is possible to isolate the effect on the mother of infant character- -
istics. Costello is investigating mother-child behaviour in 125 first-born
twins, videntified during pregnancy. The investigation includes a neonatal
assessuent followed by weekly interviews until the twins reach the age of 13
weeks. " Interviews continue with decreasing frequency until the age of 4. Data
on the distribution of behaviour of mother and children over 24 hour periods

are obtained from a 'diary' interview. The diary record has in turn ‘been
checked electronically in a sub-sample of c¢hildrea and was found to provide a
valid record at least during the-first year of life (see Al6). As well as
studying infant-parent interactions, it is hoped to contrast monozygotic and
dizygotic pairs on a numper of behavioural and developmenta] variables and to - "
:ompare twins with a singleton sample.

s

'J4 Dunn, J., (MRC Unit on the Deuelopment and Integratton of Behavtour,

Madingley, Cambridgé) MOTHhRS BEHAVIOUR AND THE QUALITY OF CHILDREN'S PLAY -

[t is likely that early play nrovides an opnortunitv to accuire skills whfch

;ill later be of value at school. 1In a pilot study, it seemed that 2 child's
sersistence at play could bé‘dramatically increased by parental involvement.
‘ifferences in involvement might therefore contribute -to later differences in
school perfortance. This study aims to examine’ the relationship between maternal
1nvolvement ardd the quantity and complexity of a ch:ld's play. i

. Forty mother-child pairs - 20 working class and 20 middle class ~ are being

Jbserved at home on two occasions each at 18, 24 and 36 months. The focus of

s5tudy is. on verbal exchanges between mother’ and child in different activities.
‘ontexts associated with features of maternal speech and thought to be

sarticularly valuable for the child's language developiment: are of special interest.

\ . P8

J5 Dunn, J. and Wooding, C. (MRC Unit on.the Development and Integration of

Behaviour, Madingley, Cambridge) AN OBSERVATIONAL STUDY OF FIRST-BORN CHILDREN
BEFORE AND AFTER THE ARRIVAL OF A SIBLING . . .
iarlier work at this Unit - dsing primate behaviour as a model for the study of
infant response to separation - indicated that the quality of the.mother-child

)
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iy Analysis is from vidéotaped recordlngs

fchildren ¢\

relationship before separation was the bhest predictor of mhe response to

‘separation. The present study is looking at the same problem in humans by

examining the quality of mother-child relationship before the birth of a sibling

.and relating this to the child's responses to the sibling's arrival. Particular
“emphasis is being laid upon the contribution, that individual (temperamental)

differences make.to this response.. It is also intended to study the growth of
the relationship with the new sibling.-

The subJects aré 40 working-class two-parent fam11ies ‘whose f1rst botn chilﬂ is

‘under the age of 2%. Home obsérvidtions are carried out before the birth of the

second child and again when the second child "is aged 3 weeks, 8 months and 14°
months. Observations are being supplemented. by 1ntervieﬁs and questionnaire data.
Methodological problems in the assessment of temperament in syoung children are also

Nbeing examined in this study (A16).

-
. -

- . . . .

4 ) '

!’

'36- ‘Foss, B., and Wells, pP. {Department of Paychology, Bedford College; London) .
THE IMITATION OF SPECIFIC BBHAVIOURS IN INFANCY Y .

The present Study arose out of an interest in the ‘role of re1nforcement in infant
imitation - During the course of earlier observations with mothers and their

.young ‘infants it seemed that imitative sequences were most often 1n1t1ated by
-the mother ) ’

'The present study sets out to confirm whether this is so, and whether the -
.;slength of an imitation sequence depernds oa who initiates the interaction and to

note which partner usually terminates an interaction. Nine normal mother-infant
dyads are being observed at home twice weekly from birth until 7 months in both
unstructured and contrived situations. . -

‘Proposals for an extension of this research include contrasting mothers: who,

imitate a great deal with those who do not with respect to other aspects of
mother-infant interaction and to differences in infant language development.

J7 Geber, B. (Pepartmen* of Soetal Psychology, London Schoo?l of Economiecs,
Untversity of London) MOTHER-CHILD INTER’CTION IN DIFFERING TASK CONDITIONS

'The aim of this study is to invest1gate the changes that are brought about in

a -mother-child interaction by the imposition of a stress factor.

_Twenty m1ddle class mother-child pairs are being studied on a single occasion

in thealaborato‘y In a2 balanced design, mothers are instructed to play

.together with their 33-4-year-old child on a constructional and copying task.
' The task is set-both with and without 2 time limit and the sessions are video-
- taped. Note is taken of eye-gaze, amount and content of verbal. interaction

and physlcal contact under, each COnditloﬂ

"J8,. Gray, H. (CHiZd'DeveZapmen? keséarch.Unit, University of Nottingham)
) MOTHER—INFANT INTERACTION IN A REACHING TASK N

Thé 'aim of thls study is te examine the communlcative events which take_place
before and during a giving-and- taking task. : Infants %5e observed rece{ving a
Te

rattle from their mother and taking a similar rattle< sented mechanichlly.

<

._JQ“,Gregory, S., Mogford, K., and Newson,J.;(ChiZd DeveZament kesearch Unit,
.Uniueraity of Nattingham) INTERACTION BETWEEN MOTHERS AND THEIR DEAF INFANTS .

Methods have been developed at this Unit for the study of interaction in normal
1nfants and mothers' (see Newson and Pawlby, J15). By using similar methods on
dgbnormal groups, it-is hoped to be able both t0 define prerequisites of normal
deve]opment and to,assist in the understanding of the difficulties-of handicapped
7/

v

In'this study, early communication between mothers and their deaf children will

be studied usipg video techuiques
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J10 Jones, O., and Newson, J. (Child Development Research Unit, University of
Nottingham and Queen Mary's dospital, Carshalton)' A COMPARISON OF INTER- -

ACTIONAL BEHAVIOUR BETWEEN MOTHERS- AND NORMAL INFANTS AND MOTHERS AND INFANTS
WITH DOWN'S SYNDROME . ) . '

This study follows the same general strategy as that of Gregory et al. (J9).
Down's syndrome infants were chosen because it can.be predicted from an early
age that they will be less responsive and active than normal infants. They
therefore provide a useful model for studying the -role of the infant in mother-
infant interaction. This study also aims to examine the strategies employed

by mothers with unresponsive infants and to examine the proposition that
reduction in pre-verbal communication will lrad to a delay in language develop-
ment. : : . .

J11 Mills, M. (Department of Psychology, Bedford College, tondon) A DEVELOP-
MENTAL STUDY INTO DISCRIMINATION OF VOICES AND FACES DUYRING INFANCY

Earlier studies from Bedford College showed that the J-week-old infant is able
. to differentiate between its mother's and strangers' voices. The present
study, by using a longitudinal method, aims to identify more precisely the
time at which auditory and visual discrimination cakes place and also, by a
- series of experiments, to sanvestigate whether early discrimination is mediated
through any-particular vocal component.

Experiments are started during the first week of life and utilise analysis of .
contingent ‘'comfort’ sucking 1o indicate the infant's discrimination. The
mother's live and taped voice is cqmpared with the voice of a stranger and a
taped laryngograph. to identify significant vocal characteristics.

The study is being supported by the SSRC.

J12 Mills, M., Wells, P., Christy, M., and Oppe, T. (Department of Psychology,
Bedford College, and Departments of Obstetries and Child Health, St Mary's .
Hospital edical School, London) MCTHERS' PSYCHOPHYSIOLOGICAL RESPONSES TO
INFANT CRYING

., Child abuse is said, in some cases, to be triggered by infant crying behawviour.
This study - still in a preliminary phase - proposes to look at mothers'
psychophysiological responses to infant cries. It is proposed to couple these
measurements to other observations of mothers’ behaviour.

\
\

J13 Murray, L. (Department of Psychology, University of Edinburgh) THE~FFFECT
OF PERTURBATIONS QF MOTHER CONTACT ON INFANT BEHAVIOUR

Pilot work suggested that interruptions of a mother-infant interaction were
often followed by an alteration of behaviour in the infant. These include
autistic-like activities such as hand-regard, gaze aversion, fingering of the
subject's own body or clothing, or alternatively = reduction in activity, or -
‘protest' behaviour with an increase in activity, such as crying.

The present sct of experiments is using the infant's response to perturbations
to investigate the relative importance of a number of different features of the
mother's presence in maintaining an interactive situation. Seven mother-infant
pairs are seen weekly from 6-12 weeks of age. ' Various aspects of the mother's
appearance and behd%iou{ such as eye-gaze, vocalisation patterns, physical
contact, overall stimulus complexity and in particular the phasing and cont-
ingency of her responses, are manipulated experimentally, and their importance
is gauged by the infant's resporise to their alteration.

Murray is supported by an SSRC studentship grant.
' ' \

J14 Newson, J., Newson, E., Barnes, P.,and Key, D. (Child Development Kesearch
Unzt, Nottingham) A LONG1TUDINAL STUDY OF CH'LD REARING IN NOTTINGHAM

The aim of this study has been to describe what it is like to bring up children
of different uges in Nottingham. The study began back in 1960 with a sample of

66

@

Q

ERIC | . 69

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

"V

'700 families stratif{ed for social class. The famiiies have since been inter-
viewed when the index child has reached ti.e age of 4, 7, 11 and 16. There |
has been moderate attrition of the original sample, which has been deait with
_at each age by 'topping up' the social class cells to their original number.

- The use of the longitudinal data has so far been limited. This has partly been
due to the way that early data have been stored. However, all data from this
study are now being entered into the SSRC data bank which will facilitate later
longitudinal analysis.

Data collected from childraer at the age of 11 are now being analysed. These
have been .derived from a structured but open-ended interview with mothers.
Results of the 11-plus selection tests and school welfare records as well as

a reading attainment rtest or a subsample of 200 children have also been collected. .

The analysis will focus on styles of parental control as a function of social
class, relating rearing patterns to later delinquency, progress at school and
an examination of childrens' attituldes to sex-role activities, and SO on.

Data are being collected on the 16-yrar-olds during 1976, In addition to an
interview with mothers, the children are also being interviewed about a variety
of values and beliefs, and about their sexual and other relationships. The
interview data are being supplemented with details of school-leaving :
qualifications and a study of educational welfare records.

The 16-year-olds have been asked to contact the Department when they have
their first baby and it is hoped that they can be re-examined at that time.

The interviews developed for the 4- and 7-year-old examinations are also being -
used in several other studies. i

/v ’r‘
(a) Cnild Rearing Practices in Punjabi Immigrant Fam%lies (Deysangh, J.)

This study is hased on a Punjabi translation of an enlarged and mudified
version of the 7-year interview, A mixed group of Punjabi immigrant
families arc ~—ing seen and the rearing patterns of those born in the UK
are being cc rasted withthose born in the Punjab.

(b) Child Rearing Practices in Jamaican Immigrant Families (Grace, A.)
This study is similar to that described in J14a-.

See also:

K1 Barnes and Scaife - A study of adolescent aspirhtions, attitudes and beliefs.

The major study is supported by the Nuffield Foundation, the SSRC and the
University of Nottingham. !

/

i
|
J15 Newson, J., and Pawlby, S. (Child Devri:pment Research Unit, University

- of Nottingham) A STUDY OF MOTHER-INFANT COMMUNICATION

“The aims »f this study are to look at various aspects of pre-linguistic
communication between mother and child, in particular, to examine how
imitatior. evolves, who 1nitiates imitative interactive sequences, and which
element of non-verbal communication, e.g. gaze direction or head orientation,
facilitates the continuity or inhibition of interaction.

Eight normal mother-infant pairs a}e being studied weekly when the child is aged
between 4 and’ 10 months; interactional sequences are filmed on videotap¢ and
then subjected to a ‘micro-analysis' to note sequential relationships.

J16 Richarﬂs, M., and Dunn, J. (Unit for Research on Medical Applications of-
Psychology, |Cambridge) THE CAMBRIDGE LONGITUDINAL STUDY OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT
AND MOTHER-CHILD RELATIONSHI1P '

This is a study of 77 normal first- and second-born children dclivered at home

70, which has combined-home. observations, interviews, the
keeping of diaries, and a wide range of psychological tests at different ages.
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A principal focus of interest within the study has been to assess the extent ~to
vhich later development can be predicted from measures obtained during the first
10 days of life. Mothers and infants were seen intensively at that time and
observations were made, both of their interaction togetheér and of the infants'
neurological and behavioural state.

Follow-up visits were undertaken at 8, 14, 20, 30 and 60 weeks, at age 3 and
finally at\hge 5%. Data collection has been completed and data analysis is now
locussing on:\ (a) the use of cluster techniques to identify relationships
Jetween early &qﬁ late findings;. (b) contrasts in development between different
;ocial class groups, between breast and bottle fed children, and between first
and second-born cggldren, (c) .the differences between persisting and declining,
traits; (d) relationships between early styles of mother-infant interaction

and later cognitive and language development; and (e) apparent effects of
inalgesic medication given to the mother at delivery and other obstetric factors.

-

This study has been supborted by the Nuffield Foundation and more recently by
he SSRC. )

jee also:

K8 Light and Antonis - Role taking at age 4 and at age 5%

J17 Schaffer, H.R. and Crook, C. (Department of Psychology, Strathelyde R
Jniversity) MATERNAL CONTROL TECHNIQUES

Schaffer and his colleagues are undertaking a programme of linked studies

0o examine how maternal behaviours interweave with those of the infants.
dothers and their infants are recruited for these studies from local welfare
2linics and the dyads are then observed and filmed in the laboratory in a
number of experimental situations. A large number of interaction measures

~are derived from the filmed data and Sctaffer intends that one of the tasks

of the programme be to develop a repertoire of measures for use in observational
research. Previous studies in this programme have included investigations of
:isual attention between mothers and infants and of vocal turn-taking. In this
particular attention was paid to the initiation of interactions and to the ways
tn which mothers and infants harmonised their activities.

The present 1nvest1gat10n aims to study the strategies used by mothers in
directing or controlling their 1-2-year-old children's behaviour. Mothers are
set the task of getting their children to play with a toy and move from one

part of the laboratory to another. The techniques that they use in getting the
ch11d to attend, to move, to play and to release the toy are studied. Attention
‘s paid to the varying success of different strategies and to their rela. onship
.0 social class and to the child's age and other individual characteristics.

Jhis research is being supported by an SSRC programme grant.

J18 Schaffer, H.R., and Messer, D. (Department of Psychology, University of
Strathclyde) MATERNAL LABELLING STRATEGIES

*he aim of this study is to investigate the ways in which a mother's verbal
-eferences to an object (labelling) within a play situation relate to the
tnteractive context of that situation. These sessions are filmed and the
equences of activities and the behavioural co-occurrences of labelling are
1oted from this record.

The study is part of a programme of research into socialisation processes in
infancy supported by the SSRC.

'19 Sturge, C. (The Maudsley Hospital, London) THE REACTION OF FIRST-BORN
SHILDREN TO THE BIRTH OF A SIBLING

‘he aim of this study is to plot the natural history of young children's
cesponse to the birth of a younger sibling, and to relate this to temperament
and dependancy in the older-child, to the sex of the sibling, and to age
differences between them. Subjects are recruited from mothers with a first-
sorn child age 4 or under, attending the Hammersmith Hospital antena&tal clinic
iuring their second pregnancy. The method of investigation includes the use of
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a semi-structured interview and an infant temperamental characteristics schedule.
Interviews are held initially during the antenatal period and thereafter when
the second child is aged 3 weeks 4 months and a year. -

J20 Willatts, P., and Brown, A. (Department of Psychology, Uninersity‘ef
Dundee) - THE DEVELOPMENT OF MOTHER-CHILD INTERACTIONS DURING EARLY LIFE

This is a study into individual differences between mother-child interactions
during the first 12 weeks of life and the .later consequences of such 1nter-
actions.  Twenty normal mother-infant dyads are being videotaped dur1ng brief
play sessions in the laboratory and at home. Emphasis is being placed on an
analysis of sequences of behav1ours w1fh1n 1nteract1ons

Brown is in rece1pt of an SSRC studentsh1p.

J21 Wilson, F., and Shepherd, J. (Department of Psychology, University of
Aberdeen) THE DEVELOPMENT OF SEX-ROLE BEHAVIOUR IN YOUNG CHILDREN

The interaction of mother with first- and second-born children aged 18-24
months is being observed in a number of situations in the laboratory, and
the extent to which the behaviour of both depends on the sex of the child is
being analysed.: Preliminary results suggest that the mother's behaviour to-
wards her second child depends on the sex of her first-born child.

See also!

A2 Brown et al. - The development of measures of married women's current life
styles and subjective experiences

Al4 Blurtion Jones - Investigation into methodological problems of human
observation studies

Al6 Douglas et al. - Development of instrumentation {for the measurement ol
ce*ta1n infant and mother-infant behaviours

D26 Larkova and Forbes - The mother-child relationship in haemophiliacs of pre-
school age

E4 Harvey et al. - A study of babies in incubators

E6 Jaques et al. - An evaluation of the effects of increasing maternal involve-
ment in the care of children in a neonatal intensive care unit

E7 McGurk - A study into the effect of very early separation between mother
and child

E9 Richards and Brimblecombe - The frequency of parents »151t1ng infants in an
intensive care unit

G4 Gath - The effect of maternal age on the subsequent emotional behaviour of
first-born children

G5 Geber - The predication of abuse in children

G8 McLaughlin et al. - Mother-child interaction and the range of psycho-social
development

G12 Rutter et al. - Family patinology and. disorders in children

G13 Stone et al. - Risk factors in adoption

G17 Wolkind et al. - A longitudinal study of child development in an inner

London area

K2 Blatchford and McGurk - A study of peer interactions between the age of six
months and two years and its relationship to maternal attachment

K12 Martlew - Patterns of speech by pre-school children to grers, adults and
the mother
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'K - Development of extra-familial relationships: attitudes and

" role-taking formation

K1 Barnes, P., and Scaife, J.. (Child Development Research Unit, University
of Nottingham) A STUDY OF ADOLESCENT ASPIRATIONS, ATTITUDES AND BELIEFS

Interview data are being collected from 16-year-old .children who were in the

Nottingham longitudinal study of child rearing (J14). The interview is con-

cerned with educational and occupational aspirations, which will then be
related to data collected at the time of earlier assessment.

" K2 Blatchford,.P. and McGurk, H. (Department of Psychology, University of

Surrey) A STUDY OF PEER INTERACTIONS BETWEEN THE AGE OF SIX MONTHS AND TWO
YEARS AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO MATERNAL ATTACHMENT

. The purpose of this .study is to establish age norms for thé ways in which

infants make social contact with each other, aqd to r=late their infant-infant
social behaviour to the relationship with their mother. Six pairs of infants

. at five age levels - ranging from 9 to 25 months - are being observed together,

in an unstructured luaboratory situation. Each infant is also observed
separately when alone with. its mother. 1In addition group activity in a play-
group of 16-21-month-old toddlers is studied to examine the nature and extent
of the infants' social contact during and atter the process of getting to know
each othgr. .

K3 Chapman, A., and Foot, H. (Department of Applied Psychology, University
of Wales, Institute of Science and Technology) A SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGICAL
INVESTIGATION OF CHILDREN'S RESPONSIVENESS IN HUMOROUS SITUATIONS

The aim of this project is to investigate the social responsiveness of children
in humorous situations and to study the processes, whereby the expression of
intimacy behaviour is facilitated. This is being done by examining children's
respunsiveness to one another in humorous situations. A series of experiments
is being carricd_out in which small groups of children are videotaped as they’
watch either comedy or non-humorous films. The composition of the groups is
varied in a balanced design and includes same sex and mixed sex dyads of
similar or differing ages watching with friends and strangers.

The study is being supported by the SSRC.

K4 Davey, a.G., and Pushkin, I. (Undergraduate School of Studies in Social
Seiences, University of Bradford) A STUDY OF RACIAL AWARENESS AND PREJUDICE
IN YOUNG CHILDREN

This is a study of racial attitudes in groups of 7-1l-year-old children of
varying ethnic origin. The design is such that comparisons can be made be-
tween children attending schools with a high or low concentration of immigrants,
and children living in areas with and without contact with immigrants in the
community. This study will use various sorting tasks, puzzle techniques,
sociometry and direct interview techniques. It i$ a development of an earlier
study on younger children.

This study is being supported by the SSRC.

K5 Fluck, M. ana Fhillips, T. {Dégartment of Social Studies, Portsmouth Poly-
technic and Departr«ut of Education, Bishop Otter College, Chichester) FAMILY
POSITION AND STRUCTU..E AND PEER ATTRACTION IN THE EARLY SCHOOL YEARS

This study aims to €xamine the extent to which a child's ‘experiences with its
siblings influence.thc socisl strategies employed with peers and consequently
its attractiveness to peers. The number, agc and sex of the siblings of 1046

infant school pupils are being recorded and related’ to a number Sf sociometric
measures. . B .
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K6 Hoy, E.A. (bépartment of Psychology, Queen’s'University; Belfast! DEVELOP-
MENT OF. CHILDREN'S COMMUNICATION SKILLS IN DYADIC PEER INTERACTION SITUATIONS
AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO SOCIAL CLASS AND COGNITIVE STYLE

It is felt that social role-taking is important in the development of empathic
communication. The aim of this investigation is to trace the developmental’
course of social role-taking.

_Varyiné groups of normél and retarded children, differing in age and contrasted
.for social class and for cqQnceptual style {(reflectiveness/ iupulsivity) have

been filmed whilst teaching a specially designed game to a peer. Other measures
of peer communication in a less structured situation are also being examined.

K7 Jahoda, 'G. (Department of Psychology, University of Strathclyde) USE OF

ALCOHOL AND ‘ATTITUDES TOWARDS ALCOHOL IN 10-14-YEAR-OLD CHILDREN

An earlier cross-sectional study by Jahoda suggested that whilst 5—10—year—61d
‘children were generally critical of the use of alcohol and its effects, these
attitudes had changed strikingly by the age of 14.

The presenf study looks at the process of fhis change. "Approximately 300 —
children between the ages of 10 and 14 will be individually tested on a repertory
grid. 1If sufficient resources are available it is hoped to back up individual _

‘tests with parental interviews.

The study is being supported by the Scottish Home and Health Department.

K8 Light, P., and Antonis, B. (Department of Psychology, University of
Southampton, and Unit for Research on Medical Applications of Psychology,
Cambridge) ROLE-TAKING AT AGE 4 AND AT AGE 5%

This study considers relationships between role-taking (i.e. the child's
ability to perceive the perspectives of other people and to see himself as
part of a bigger group), coggitive development and parental influence.

Subjects are children in the Cambridge longitudinal study (see Richards and
Dunn J16). Cognitive development is measured on the Stanford Binet and on a
range of Piagetian tests and role-taking is assessed using structured games
described in other studies (Flavell). The mother's response style is assessed
at interview, and school adjustment is being measured with the Bristol Sccial
Adjustment Guide. -

The Cambridge longitudinal study is being funded by the Nuffield Foundation
and by the SSRC. . .

N

K9 Louden, D.M. (SSRC Research Unit on Ethnic Relations, University of Brisvcli-

. A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF SELF-ESTEEM AND LOCUS OF CONTROL IN MAJORITY AND IN

MINORITY GROUP ADOLESCENTS -

The hypothesis being tested is that adolescents in a minority group situatior
will externalise the majority group evaluation-of their group and view their
own group in & positive light. Also, that ‘there will be no’ significant diffe-

- ence in .the levels of self-esteem among Asian, West Indiaa and English

adolescents in English multi-racial schools.

iy : A
Three groups of adolescent (n=375) 14-16-year-olds, in the middle stream of
five schools-in Birmingham were matched for parental occupation ana for the

.racial composition of the school. A minimum reading age”of 10 was 1 «uired.

The study is being supp»rted by the SSRC. -~

K10’ L&nam, L. (Depr:. .ment of Psychology, Untiversity of Manchestér. INFOKMAL
CLASSROOM GROUPS AMON. . JOLESCENT GIRLS . .

One hurdred and ninety-two 13-l4-year-cld rirls have been §euﬁied in two

_ comprehensive schcols with a view ty defining the structure und functions of
. small groups foFmed ®:y the girlwu.- T

Sister Lynam iédsupported by an SSRC studentuiiiy:. -
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K11 Manning, M., Heron, J., and Marshall, T. (Psychology Department,
Univereity of Edinburgh)- - INVESTIGATION OF PATTERNS OF HOSTILITY IN CHILDREN

The aims of this investigation have been, (a) to distinguish styles of hostile or
aggressive behaviour from observations of young children in a naturalistic
setting and to classify these according to the context in which they occur. wrd
(b) to examine both the family and the wider behavioural correlates of those
groupings. ’ '

Seventeen children were observed in their nursery and infant schools, initially
at age 4 and subscquently at age 7. Family interactions have been observed at a-
specially staged tea party, and in addition more rencral behaviour assesufu-ats
were obtained by the use of parental interviews and the Rutter Teacher wad
Wolff Parent Questionnaires. . Although numbers in the initial project f:.v: been
small, Manning feels that she has been able to identify groups of child./n who
differ with respect to their predominant styles of aggressive or hostiie
behaviour. The groyps show some consistency in:behaviour over time anc weflect,
differing styles of family interaction and degrees of behavioural pati..logy.
Manning intends to replicate various aspects of the study on a larger =3.aple.

"This will also enable her to investigate the influence of social class and sex,

family size and position.

The study has been supported by the Mental Health Trust and Researcn Fund and by
the SSRC. :

K12 Martlew, M. (Depaptmoni of Psyekology, University of Sheffiel.l) #ATTERNS
QF SPEECH BY PRE-3CHOOL CHILDREN TO PEERS, ADULTS AND MOTHER

A comparison of the patterns of speech used in two different plajg-iup #nviron-
ments, one highly structured and adult directed, the other child centre with
little guidance or direction from staff, was undertaken. Two groups of 20
children were observed over a period of 6 months and ten 3 minute samp.ier of
speech obtained for each child. In addition a survey of mothers' &, noch ta
children was made on the same sample in a series of different situaiiuias. =«
simple description task, a complex arrangement task, story telling and piav.

In total 41 mothers were recorded tzlking to their children.

A stucy is ir progress desigaed to describe patterns of verbal communicaiinn in
« group of young children renorded in the nursery, talking to their mothoers, and
on their entry into .the first school. The aims of the investigati«:as are to
explore factors eliciting ccrtain ways of speaking in different enviroammts and
to compare miternal styles with the child's cOmmunicative ability ir tlne uursery
and durirg the early period at school. Analysis covers form, siaition

and effectiveness of specen. :

>

See also: .

£3 McMillan et.al. - Developme;t of s».iometric techniques fc¢r tﬁeﬂidentiiication
i isolated and rejected children ’ R oot

Al18 Hinde et al. - Peer-peer relationships in 3-43-year-olds

D27 Markova and Forhes - Self perception and risk taking behaviour in haemo- -
philic and other handicapped children : : .
H2 Connolly and Smith - Jetgrminants ,0f sociual interactio: and play behaviour .

among pre-school ehildren
H3 Hughes and Pinkerton - Dirficulties experienced by =hiliren starting primary

- school . .
H5 Reynolds et al. - Sewondary school influences in pupil development
B6 Rutter et ai. - Sccondary school influences on children's behaviour .
‘H7? Tiward et ai. - A study o1 nursery school children's conversations with

teachers and with pareuts . .
H8 Worrall - Relationship of .arly teacher-pupil and pupil-t.acher impressions
to subsequen. classroom achievement and behaviouy ' .

B ——
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-, British research has made a very considerable contribution to academic child

- psychiatry over the past decade. It has been particularly productive in the
areas of epidemiology and neuropsychiatry and in the study of mother-child
relationships and has brought about important advances in sa impfegéive number

~ of areas, e.g. the development of .measures of child amn% -family disorder; the

.. prevalence of disorder in the general population; tiv¢ «lassification of child-

" hood disorder; the contribution of parental illaness .od sct 20l and sOcial factors
to the development of disorder; the relationship betwsen learning backwardness
and.behaviour disturbance; the nature of autism; the- relationship between .
neurological and psychiatric disorder; the effects of institutionalisation;

.and the immediate and later effects of separation. At the time this survey.
was carried out, it was apparent that there was continuing‘strengthAand activity
in research on classification, neuropsychiatry, the role of school and family
factors and childhood autism. In addition, there is Oervaide interest in early
‘mother-child interaction, the effects of obstetri¢ intervention on early attach-

.~ ment, the .importance of individual differences in both mother and child, child
development and child rearing in disadvantaged groups and the psychiatric
aspects of. elimination disorders. . .

v

A particular strength of British research has come from its interdisciplinary
nature, which has drawn and continues to draw on the skills and perspectives
of psychiatrists, psychologists, ethologists and sociologists. In his recent
monograph on the history of the child development movement in the Urited States,
Senn (1976) quotes a research psychiatrist who is talking about his department
_o{ psychiatry in a leading university:
° We have~lremendouS1y gifted child psychologists, worid famous people who
dre doing very good work on motivation, on perception and cognitive develop-
ment in children and on socialisation, and here we are at, I think, one of
the best. centres of child psychotherapy and nobody talks. Our trainees
don't go over there, much as their trainees don't come over here and nobody
talks. N
The same could not be said for the - admittedly few - centres of academic child
psychiatry in the United Kingdom. Interdisciplinery contacts are the rule and
are actively sought. The converse - contact originating from the leading child
development centres and directed towards child psychiatrists - seems to occur
less often. This may be because, with few exceptions, the major child develop-
ment centres are situated at some distance from academically active departments
of child psychiatry.

A further s~:rength of British child psychiatry has been its readiness, in con-
trast to cilld psychiatry on the Continent and in the United States, to move
away from a narrow and necessarily unrepresentative clinic-referred base towards

. studies of disorder in the community. This orientation, coupled with the
comprehensive health and social service systems, may account for British success
in epidemiological research. : .. - R

The aforesaid, coupled with the very bulk of this survey, might Suggest that
academic child psychiatry in Great Britain is particularly vigorous and in no
need of special support. However,. that would be seriously misleading. In part,
the size of the present report reflects the method chosen in describing-
separately certain studies, which overlap operationally, yet which address them-
selves to distinct issues. More importantly, the size is a consequence of the
scope ofs the enquiry, which embraces work that is being done in departments of

a ’S, ~obstetrics, sociology, psychology and education, as well as in
purely psychiatric_ units. This in turn reflects the wide range of discipliaes....

= o e Y ARAUED e oo

that give priorTty toy research into childhood disturbance. Tt will also be

—-Fpparenit that the gregter part of worthwhile research is being done in very

==Yew_centres. Theseé havesin..commonsenior staff with tenure, a commitment to
regearch coupled with strong clinical l1inks, an eclectic outlook and readiness
to work across disciplines. Units of this sort permit continuity of research,

in which ea:ly work defines the focus for each subsequent investigation, they
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provide time for the preparation and refinement of methods and they are able
to attract workers of good calibre. Ideally, the'work carried out in these
.successful departments should complement, rather than replace, research carried
out in less specialised settings, for these may have access tc unique clinical
. material. Clearly, a prerequisite is an awareness of research issues &and
basic method and this is most likely to be acquired by a period of training in
_an academically active department. . Clinical research can also be facilitated
by establishing a sound reco~d system in indivicdual departments and by the
organisation of single projects based in several centres. This may not only
have direct research benefits, but also secondary advantages of increasing
research interest and experience amongst the participants. Only one multi-
centred research project was noted in compiling this survey. :

-

Given an  adequatc research base, there are a number of areas which seem ripe
for development. . '

Methodology

. (-]
Behaviour inventories wvary in their sensitivity to disorder in different sexes
and at different ages. It would ultimately be helpful to have-a range of scales
appropriate to different ages and sexes. There is a particular deficiency

of information on the short-term stability and sensitivity of existing

measurvs. Instruments of. this sort are likely to provide a valuable stimulus

to treatment research. .
A number of mother-infant researchers commented on a lack of agreement about
which observational measures were most reliable or meaningful. Lack of this
information may lead to the accumulation of many data of*uncertain value and
difficulty in eomparing studies originating in different centres.

~

Prevalence and natural history of disorder

The few studies that have been.carried out into_continuiti between child and

adult disorder have illustrated the value of this research. - Such studies are
important, not only in defining natural history of disorder, and in so doing
sharpening diagnostic corcepts, but also because they provide much needed
information on resistance to and recovery from stress and disadvantage. Studies of
this sort are amongst those which could most readily be mounted by®clinicians
with-limited research resources. Yet little use is being made of clinical

case material for fotlow-up. One way of stimulating this type of research
would be by cenconraging the establishment of sound record systems wnich

facilitated evasy retrieval of clinical data. '

The national longitudinal studies represent a major résearch investment. They
contain a potential for research beyond the range of interest.of any one unit.
A way of extending the valué of the large studies and overcoming the
Jimitations of quality of data would be by using their populations as a
sampling framc within which morc intensive study could be carried out. The
Collaborative Study on Cerebral Palsy, organised by the National Institute for
Neurological Diseasc and Stroke in the United States, has been used for this
purpose. It allows for the assembly of large and representative-samples of
uncommon conditions and has greatly facilitated control matching. Use of the = ..
national survevs in this way would inevitably require access to the data by
. interested and approved rescarchers, and full discussion of ethical
implications. i :

-

Clinical Rescarch

Emotional and conduct disorders account for approximately 85 per cent of
psychiatric disturbances in childhood. Other conditions such as childhood

. autism, disorders of communication and primary eating or habit disorders
account for i relatively small preportion of cases. - Arguably the most dramatic .
advances in the treatment of psychiatric illness in adults have been in the
treatment of affective disturbance. Continuities between child and adult
disorder are-strongest between conduct disorder in thildhood ana later
personality and sociopathic disorders. For all or any of these reasons, one
might have expccted that the grextest body of climic 1 research would be
directed towards conduct or emotional disorder. Yet, as examination of

74

?v? ’ . . N
ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



. -
s » o ~

sectiqns C and D in Chapter 3 shows, these areas are the least ‘researched,
with more ifiterest being shown in the rarer disorders of communication, in the
"less troublesome or handicapping habit disorders and disorders of elimination,
and in the relatively less prevalent disturbances amongst children with “
physical 111ness . ot ) -t .

The need for further research into the affective disordefﬁ is especially great
There is confusion and uncertainty about their:genesis, manifestations and
treatment. Research strategies- could include -the differential response of
clinically defined groups to anti-cdepressant treatment or - by -drawing a.
parallel with affective disorder in adults - through the examination of
relationships between certain childhood symptom complexes and necent life
.events .
. . l . c I" .n
Another important, and neglected, area of clinical research lies, in the so-
called hyperactivity syndrome, barely acknowledged in Great Britain yet the .
most. frequently used child psychiatric diagnosis in the United States. It is
important to clarify the rather nebulous concept- of '°ct1v1ty to examind, its -
relationship to organic factors in a representative sample Of chlddren, and to
explain the reasons for the British-American discrepencies. There is an almast
complete absence of studies 1nto the genetic gontribution. to childhood
disorder, and with one exception, no researcﬁ§
of mental illness in childRood.

.

injo pbychophy51olog1ca1 aspec

. o N
It* is worthwhiie asking why this survey found so much cliniczl ~cusearch -4 .
addressed to relatively uncommon or mild conditions. Perhaps one vf{ the reasons -
lies in the close link between many child psychiatrists - wspecially those *
working in teaching hospitals - and paediatricians. Child psychiatry

departments were often sited within a children's hospital; child psychiatry is
usually taught to students during their paediatric block and links with
paediatricians may be developed at the expense of those with colleagues iu “the
behavioural sciences. This process, coupled with the psychiatrists' own

‘medical and paediatric training, may lead to an emphasis in treatment and
research on the psychiatric problems of phvsically ill children or of children
presenting with physical symptoms, such as disorders of eating, sleeping or °
elimination or delay in language. Tnis is illustrated by the greater amount of
research.interest in such problems. Yet, although important, these disorders:

are much less of a burden within. the community than emotional or conduct
disturbance unassociated with physical- 111ness

"Obstetric and neonatal factors

4 &
.

" Obstetric care has changed radically over the past decade and both
obstetricians and paediatricians are clearly concerned about the effects of
tteir treatment' on the long-term development of the child. Excellent antenatal
care units are now functioning which could provide a good clinical base for
appropriate longitudinal research. * Studies on both. neurological and .social inter-
actions in ‘'normal’ mothers and infants have provided methods for the study

. of pathological groups. This is an area which seems particularly attractive to
joint study by developmental scientists and clinicians. It npust be said that
the quality of behavioural assessment of several of the existing follow-up
studies was disappointing. Popylations, which, from a paediatric point -of
view, had been collected and investigated w~ith great care, were being studied
in a naive fashion, often by simply applying a 'test', without due regard to
its limitations. - In general, inadequate call is be1ng made in this area on

*behav1oura1 scientists with spe01a1 experience in psychiatric research.

Treatment

-Surprisingly fev. drug studies were noted during this review, although drug
treatment presents many unresolved problems. ‘These include the pharmacotherapy
of emotional disorder, the pred1ct10n of response to drug treatment, . the
mechanisms of drug action in treating childhood disorder, their eff101ency
over the long term, the vdlue or dangers of drug treatment with neurologically
impaired children, the use of differing response to drugs in identifying

"distinct clinical entities and studies into unwanted cognitive and behavioural
effects of antlconvulsant drugs. Methods are available for the study.of many
of these problemsx :
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The great majority of disturbed chfildren and their parents referred for
treatment i{n the United Kingdom rjeceive some form of psychological treatment,
eithef in the form of individual gr family psychotherapy or as counselling.
Methfds are available for studying outcome, and there are, equally, techniques
for-eéxamining 4t least some of th interactions that take place during N
streatment. These need to be applied to the long standing questions of efficacy
and suitability for therapy, and treatment type/patient specificity. 'Parent
education’  is a growing field in fthe United States yet there was only a

single study which worked with pdrents as the infervening agents.

*An' increasing number of children/are taken into care, often for only a brief
period, and investigations, into fhe impact of children's homes on childreéen's
immediate and later behaviowr wguld seem-especially valuable.

Fl -
The American literpture on drugfand behaviour therapy suggests that the most
productive treatment research ifs carried out by a limited number of specialised’
units which apply carefully developed methods to a number of different
treatments.. It should be noted that there are no specialist children's
departments in Britain cquivalent to say Conner's former unit at Massachusetts
General Hospital or to Sprague's unit at the University of Illinois, which have
undertaken a lurge number of drug studies, nor (outside the field of °
subnornalfity) do any comparc to Patterson's unit in Oregon, Bricker's
department | in Kansas or to Marks's unit at the Institute of Psychiatry, .
London. which huve concentrated in a similar way on behaviour treatments., It
may be that important advances in treatment methods will need to wait  until
the establishment of specialist units of that sort. Intervention studies are
in som® respects the*most demanding form of research endeavour. Methodological
issues require meticulous atweation.  In erder to obtain adequate numbers; it
may be necessary to operate a study from several treatment centres, obtaining
the cooperation and involvement of other independent clinicians. Yet such
research impinpes on clinical responsibility and raises ethical problems which
place a purtivutur strain on multicentred investigations. Psychiatric :
handicaps are often ol a chrounic nature and the patient's crisis and long-
torm needs must be catered for by an adequate back-up organisation.

Perhaps it is because of these ditficulties that some ‘actiorn research’
woerkers - especially those involved in changes of institutional practice -
“eschow formal evaluation or measurementl as-being ut best meaningless and at
worst misleading. It is claimed that it is not possible to measure the
cemplex oftect that rescarch itself will have on the institution being

sstudicd, that the benefit that will accrue from intervention is often self-evident,

and that the rescarcher does best to accept the role « participant observer.
This nihilistic approach is regrettable tor evaluation and controlled changes
dre possible., although difticult, and in the absence of a systematic approach
it may not be possible 1o generalise from individual research findings.

~
Development of children wioth family and social disadvantage
Children from impoverished famili- s and children whosce parents are neglectful
or mentally ill arc at risk of the later development of disorder. Studying

these families provides an opportunity to tease out the factors which may
protect the child from likely disorder and which may ‘assist in devising .

programmes for prevention.  Examining the child's response to a change in
circumstance can equally be of help in formulating a rational approach to
treatment. Research covered in this section included examples of each which

jllustrate its particular importance for child psychiutry.

It should be noted that the cmphasis in this areca on affectional and social
~development contrasts with and complements the emphasis of the effects of
disadvantage on cognitive development which characterise a great deal of

- American resceaveh. ) N

Individual diffetences . . - o

)
This is an arca widely acknowledged to be cf great importance in determining
vulnerability or resistarce to stress.  However, most of the research is being
carried out on children during their first five vears of life. The

stability of diffevences and their relationship to vulnerability during the
vears of middle childhood and waslescence remain largely uncharted. The
relrtionship between behavivural Jitfevences and differences in autonomic
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reésponsiveness is similarly under-rescarcheg as is the relative importance of

inheritance and impused biological fuctors.

Studies of normal development

In contrast with the best psychiatrie research, whiech relies heavily on work
with\othér disciplines, few of the developmental studies were undertaken in
collaboration with psychiatrists. The most elegant and carefully conbtructcd
studieés emanating from developmental laboratories had carcefully chosen
'normal' subjects for study. Yet invariably the rescarcher would preface an
introduction to the work by acknowledging its potential usefulness to a
cllnlcal problem, but-emphasising the necessity of defining norms before
exam1n1ng pathology. For a child psychiatrist it would be difficult not to
.ask whether this two stage approach uas recally nctoskar) Rather it seems
likely that the inclusion of ubnormal 'contrast' groups at the very
beginning will serve to highlight Significant processes rather than to wloud
them. The psychiatrist might help the developmental psychologist by
providing\ approaches to the measurement of difference and disturbance in the

" mother and by 1dentifying problems around which the basic scientist could focus

his expertiise.

,That being \said, it must be acknowledged that the existing group of rvescarch

projects - if fulfilled - could lead the clinician to a better understanding
&ple, how individual characteristics of the child may interact with

those of the| mother, the impact of so-called 'normal’ stresses such as the

birth of a sibling, how better to rear handicapped ehildren, or what

behaviour of ‘the mother to foster or reinforce in deprived or deviant

~families, and\so on. N

The bulk of -developmental work concerned the development of mother-child
interaction with far less interest and investment jn the study of peer
interactions. \th from a clinical point of view, peer interactions may be of
great importancyp. For eXample, difficulty in making friends is a
characteristic feature of disturbance in children; sociometry has been shown
to be a particularly sensitive indicator of treatment effects; it scems likely
that peer influences are important in determining disorder, at least in
secondary school! and peer reinforcement miy significantly interfere with
adults’ attempts 'to modify behaviour in “disruptive and disturbed children

Very little is knbwn about the development or determinants of those bOCldl
skills that children use to acquire esteem and popularity, nor about the ways
in which children influence cach other’s cognitive and moral development and
these would seem to be useful areas for further research.

The large number of units mentioned in this survey indicates that perhaps the
size of the research community has now increased beyond a point where all
interested people can know about each other’s work. Certainly, researchers
were keen to know, and at times surpriscd to hear about,related research.  One
way of meeting this need would be to maintain and circulate a simple register
of new grant-supported rescarch in the field of normal and abnorma! child
behaviour.

In conclusion, there was an overall impression of enthusiasm, vitality and
activity in the centres able to devote resources to full-time rescarch. This
was in contrast to manifest problems cxperienced in units with heavy teaching
or clinical responsibilities where despite great willingness and interest
research could be'ovethelmingly difficuit. Unless the contributions of the
busy clinicians are to'be lost ways need to be found to assist the part-time
researcher. This could be dore. for example, by improving acadcemic
opportunities for trainee child psychiatrists, by establishing clinical
research units which would aim to work with or through clinicians and by
methodological work wtich would aim to prepare reliable and valid instruments
{:r use by clinical resdarchers. )
The size of the problem of childhood disturbance i3 very large and existing
methods »f prevention and treatment are woefully inadequate.
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