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Purpcsc Df Thls Bu:entt:nmal EVcnf

* : . We hape that th;s Ethblt and its relatadxprnjeﬁtg will make all
: - Americans fhore aware of the 1mpnrtam1 of events which odcurred
.west-of the Allegheny Mnuntams during the Revﬂlutmnary War

_Thanks to the detérmination, and courage of a- rem,grkgable ygung
feader pamed George Rogers Clark the land area of the ﬂedglmg’
Uniged-States* was.doubled, and- the*West was opened to a tide of - =

_settlement which was to‘qarry the Amem;an Dream all the wa;,g to the ‘
bacifft Ocean: . .

$ ' :
~This is the story of “/a few. men well cnnducted ” WhD hélped estab-
lish Amerlca ‘s L]c”llm to the vast fertile area gf the Old Nﬁrthwest
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B Gmwmg up 111 Virghua

The eaga Df Geérge Rogers Clark, the frontier hem of the Arneriean”
Rev ution, i8 unfelded in a dramatic multi-media exhibit which
aeeu hies jhe entire second floor Df the Indiaha State Museum.until
, Febluary 25 1979, the 200th annwersary of Clark’s \m:t ory at Vin--
) N eennee

Supplemented by several auxllrary dlsplaye and cheﬁgmg exhlhlts,‘ :
the stnry"]!e told in two.major galleries. The first follows Clark from

* his boyhood in Virginia, through his early years in Kentucky, and
ﬁnally his retuen to Williamsburg where he recéived secret orders to
_atjack the British outposts in the Old Narthwest.

In a eettmg remlmeeent of Colomel Wllhamsburg Clerk s

explnred ’ ‘ Lo .

George Rogers (flark was born Noverﬂber 19, 1752 two miles eest of
Charlottesvillé, Virginia, in the shadow of the Blue Ridge Moun-
-tains. He was the second son of John and Ann Rogers Clark, both -
, from well regarded, moderately prosperous Virginia farnilies. N

-Located on the Rivanna River, the Clark farm was only two and one
half miles northwest of Shadwell, the birthplace of Thomas Jeffer-
son. This coincidence of birth may have laid a -foundation.for the -
high regard in whleh eaeh held the other in later years. L

2

When George Rogers was five, the Clarks inherited a emei-l planta-
tion and moved to the southwest.corner of Caroline County, Vir-
+ ' ginia. There, Clark spent a boyHood typical of his time . . . helping '
: with the work of the plantation . . . learning to ride and hunt . . .
taking prizes in wrestling at local events .. . ,."aceq'peﬁyiﬁg his
father io the capital at Williamsburg . . . and enjoying the 6ccasional
visits of prominent Virginians who were fnenels of the family. These
associations and experiences were to pmve helpful to hlrn when he

eseur‘ned his role as a leader in Kentunky

Like most boys of his time, George Rpgers had little fmrmal SEhOQF
o ‘ing, receiving most of his instruction at home. Aceordmg to some -
: . historians, he and his older brother Jonathon went to live for a short
¢ .+ - time with their Grendfather Rogers in order to attehd a private
a - school run by Donald Robertson on the Mattapnny River. If true,
Clark ‘remained no more than six or elght mrjnths -and his name -

10 -
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Scovil y . L
) Cmi:mnah c. 1815(#17)
. English Lawestnft cream
plt:her, c. 1760~ 7?(#14) .

. ‘Sheffield plate coffee pot,
1765 (#15) -+

Inglish WGICE_SEE[ bc’nwl-, '
1768 (#14) :

Wﬁrcester plate T

Queen Ajme candlésﬁcks
Enghsh 1700- 50(#14)

Préstoit,Conn. —
" wrestling award to
: : ;- Clark (#1)
-+ Clark’s knee buckle (#2) .
i " " Clark’s French
pocket watch =
. Julian LeRoy
. 1686-1759 ( #1)
Clark’s gilt bronze
. belt buckle — -
e “Tune 12/1llinois &
. Bt.'Vincennes/1779 (#2). ,
e . = ’ T
. Jonathan Clark’s :
*°  Bible — Edinburgh,
’ ‘;Eetnﬂand, 1789 (#1)

Left to Right) Plat book, .
1783-4 — Jefferson,
Fayette, and Nelson
county plots recorded

by John and Gec:r;,L May |
(#1) ' g

) Surveymg measunng
chain (#1)

Clark’s compass, 1791 (#1)

‘Euclid’s Elements, I?DS
- (#1)
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. dcei not appear in the school rr:u_lrd-; Others known to have been

eﬁrﬂlled at the- tllTlE are jamES Kadison and jﬂhn Iylgr

" Nevertheless, Clark bezarne anavid reader and a keeﬁ Ubserver and

" in later years he was consulted frequently by scientists and stholars

* from all over the world on a wide, rdnge of subjects related to the "
wéstern country. Despife his mmewhat erratic spelling, Clark’s
letter$ and journals reflect an articulate, hl‘%hly#‘ltelhgent man.

By the time he was mghte%n he was-an 1mpregswe figure . . . . Sver

six feet tall, with red hairand dark, snapping eyes . . . thekind ofa

man others.would choose to follow! William, the vgungest of the.
" Clarks’ six sons and four daughters, was bornthat year Some thirty

years later, Clark would’ recommend this younger brother to

Thomas Jeffersdn as a leadeér for the famous Lewis and Clark Expedl- .
tmn .

Geur;je Rogtrs undnuhftdly derived much of his determination and
self confidence from-these formative years among his close-knit and
devoted famllv All rnamtamefl affe;hanat& tlltgilﬂd intense loyalty

!

father a sklll whlch was 11‘1 deman on thfé wastem cmher Iri Jllﬂt
of 1772, at the age of nineteen, (:Larkleft his home in Vlrgmm to seek -
land_and adventure west of.the mountains. Although he was to
his home and hx';. allegiance thf:rr_af-

return many times'te Vlrk,,,,,,
ter were m the West. -

On rE-fuhhm;rﬂ Ktl’ltLlLl\V, Clark would wnte A richer and more?
beautiful country than this, l bLllt\fE‘ has—. neverbeen seenin America
yet!” : : ‘
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‘ (jlaiming la;[}dm KEHfuCkAyi

_After France ceded a portion of her western lands to Britain, a Royal
" Proclamation was issuedl by which the purchése of land and settle-.”

ment was prOhlbltEd without special licénsg, in the region beyond

the headwaters of the rivers flowing into the Atlantic. This bound-
_ary alm’lg the crest of the Appalachlan Mountains became known as
" the T’rotlamahgn Line.”

= =

- Enforcement of the. melamatum would mean not only the de-

velopment'of the fur trade, which was enriching many London
merchants, but also’ wquld keep the frontiersmen. under English
political control. A

I have. learnt from txpent;nu: that thL established authority of

~« afiy Govérnment in America, and the policy of Government at

“home are both insufficient to restrain. the- A!ﬂl;‘!‘lLaI‘IS, and that
" they do and will remove as their awdlty and restlessnéess incite

them. They acquire no attachment to Place; but wandering about

seems engrafttd in their nature; they do not conceive that Gov-
ernment has‘any right to forbid their taking possession of a vdst
* tract of country either uninhabited or which serves cmly as a
shelter to a few smth:rm:l tribes of Indians. Nor can they be-easily
brought te entertain anv belief of the permanent obligation of
Treaties made with thuse People wlmm they consider as but little

removed from the brute creation.’

The futlhty of gﬂfarcemgnt soon became clearas some 30, UDD Stttlera :

defied the edict between 1765 and 1768. Lord Dunmore should have
reugg_jm;g(:d that Virgmmﬂs Lquattd land with wealth,.and mary
young men in the colony saw in the
Wers.t fin Dppurtumtv to rnnke their fortunes.

Oneof the':.e_ was GEDTE,E‘ Rogers Clark, who left F‘lttsbur%h by canoe

in 1772 to survey Jand at the mouth of the Kanawha River. So *

impressed was he that he returned with his fatherin the Fall to locate
land at Fish Creek, 130 miles below Pittsburgh. When the rest of the

. party returned home, Clark and a companion traveled 170 miles

down the Ohio Rlvurbefurureturnn’ngm mid-November to winter at
Fish Creek.

-6

o 14

{ow Ei‘er the pmnee:rs blatantly ignored the pro le mation. The
British Governor of Virginia, Lord Dunmore, characterized their >’
disregard in the following letter to the C‘Glmmal E:e etary:
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Tools bmught west by the settlers (#22 and #23) -
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Topto Buttum) )
Ex’lt\sh ' Bmu n Ek'ﬁ'ﬁ”

P
French Charleville pistol,
1777 (#24) .
5t. Eienne model, )
French Infantry musket, -

1763 (#24) -
\

o

(Lutt to Right)
British powder horn, -
e.ﬂrlv ‘strikoer’” .

: _bullo,t mold,”
& British gun lock —

found on banks of
. Wabash south of
[ 3 ) Terre Haute (#21’\)

Clark’s cousin
Marston G. Clark,

. pDaaEs-s.Ed

acompass, bLllLde to.
have-belonged
George Ro

Mr. Stalke
¢ great- b
» szrstunf‘ Clark. (#?)
. )
%
4 3 +
' \ 8 & s N
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=Durmg ‘17753, the year of the} Boston Tea Party, le[rk wernt thh a
" surveying party to Kentucky, and’ 'wrote to his brother Jonathon:

| am cpnwnced 1f he (Eath;r) once 5(—;25 ye cuntry he never will

passxbly x:ém expedmg h1m

During this tll’ﬂE, fmntlersmen like Daniel Buune were leading
settlers thmugh the (_umbgrland Gap and along Dter routes to
settle in Kentucky. ©n foot and on horseback, the proneers crossed
'the rnfjuntams ﬁarrva the tGul% and goods. they wuuld negd to

In 1774, Clark mﬂed ninety c)thr:r men to form a ‘settlf:ment in

Kentucky, a plan which had to be temporarily abandoned due to

Indian hostilities. The following Spring, he returned. to survey land

for the Ohio Company and to locate property-in his own'name. He

 found Captain James Harrod and fifty companijofis reoccupying the

' siteabandoned the previous year. This was to be the first permanent
5ettlement if I\entul:ky Harmdsburg .

', .Abasic dlffmulty in western land®entures was the’ q,ue:atum of who
~ actually had the authority to grant title. It was virtuall 1mpusg;ble

for an absentee opvner to prevent a settler fm{n;ﬁ ‘squalting” on his
- property. As a result, conflicting claims.and ¢ ouded titles still con-
’ EUE to plague Kentucky landuwners -

] / atters were further Lumphmted by the fact that, despite then" .
/ desire to retain their own hunting rights, it was not unt hsual Yor the’
Iﬁdlan% to sell the hunting territory of another tribe to thé Americans

for an adéquate “"consideration.” e

.- However, the prize wasrich, and the tide of '!.Lttlt‘rnent uimld notbe
. stayed. - : \, L

. : §
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. The Kentucky Seﬁlements

.By l??S there were four.settlements in Rentuck) Harmd%burb,
- Boiling_ Sprmg St. Asaph (Lugan 5 Furt) andHinkson’s (Ruddell
Station), . .

Having beer‘\ hired by the Transylvania Company to dear a trail fmm
SR ~ the Cumberlaﬁd Gap to the l{entucky River (later known as the
i @ “Wilderness Road”) and.to build Fort Boonesborough fifty miles

* .east of Harrodsburg, Daniel Boone brought 27 men and four
L familués including his own, to settlein Is.e:ﬁtm:ky o

Alofg with other lg—;aders of the Kentucky %ettle‘rﬁent% Clark played
. an important rulg in Egtabhshmg a system of government in the
.- isolated communities, On May 23, representatives of the settle-
-8 “ments met at Boonesborough, in what has beén called “the ﬁrqt
FEPF(;SEﬂtath(: body Df Americah freemen west of the mDuntams

They agreed on a militia, a juﬂlfxal system, rellgmus liberty, im-
. provement of horse breu’ls andthepresérvation of game and range-
land. - o . .

¥

i Altlmu;,h uppused by Clark and others, who considered’ Kentucky
partofVirginia, the Transvlvania land’ cdmpany attempted to havea
Clc:légate seated as the fuur_te&:nth m&mber of the Second Continental

,,,,,, nced by the ED\’EI‘EDI"-" of North
(_amlma and Vn},lma asa’ swless undertakmg "and was rejected: '

"The S(:tt[Ef'a, who had come with such high hﬂpe were hndmg life
in the wilderness mgrgaamglv difficult. As the isglated cabins were’
attanked wnth rnmmtm;% frequqncv and vmlenu: by the Indians,

v ’tht;lr field% untended -

As food supplies dwmdlc\tand hvm!ﬁ Lundlimﬁ% in the forts grew

more crowded. many of the settlers became discouraged and re-

- turned to the East, At the close of 1775, the entire population of

* : h;ntuck} totaled IL‘H% than two hundred. * - . :

10+
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Only thret forts now rer e
22 at Boonesborough, and 15t Logan;

&’ .
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defenders ‘;t Furt Harpad,
Station .
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Indlaﬁ% retah.ﬁted w1th ;nggﬁsmk 5ava1;,ery “The hostilities were, in

../ the main, committed by the Shawnee, the richest and bravest of the
’ tribes. Most of the othe’ tribies still counseled friendly relations and
. disavowed the dged-a Df thexr young bravws WhD had gone unsthe 7
arpath a , g -

v+« In 1774, one of the unfurtunate events which preckpntate% war [TEN

_— curred-when a party of soldiers brutally attacked a hunting party of

. six friendly I Indians, ammng them a bFDthE’I “of the Mingo Chief
C LDEaﬂ his sister and htr b by. . . .

o
ngan swore to avenge, th(; d@s by takmg ten white men fog each.

Panic swept the Virginia frontier as, other tribes came to Logan’s
) support, and-a thousand sé’ftlf:r& abandoned their farms :m«:l re- :
- B treated across the Munbnyﬂahgla ina simmgle day. AR o

. " The British Governor- Gtm:ral OfVlI}:,lrll;l Lord Dunmore, imlled for.
‘ Slla\fallable merrto joi in | thd defense of the frontier. George Rogers
Clark was jrr Wheeling \f\(hen the news amvtd, and was curxf 115~
sioned a captain of militia, serving along with Joseph Bowmari, w}m
. later would become his chief aide in the lllmm% campaign. .

In October:a confederated armv of about a,thousand. Slmwne‘;,
Miami, Wyandot and Ottawa under Chief Cmnstalk was defeated at
«  thy Battle of Point Fltasant, ang. Clark took part in the Treaty of
Cam¥p Charlotte, which Euamntu:d unmolested nav:gahuﬂ of the

- < Ohio River thus upenmg Kentucky to settiement. . "

o « Clarkwas well acquamted with many of the principal¥ in this achon
and unduubt"*tlly added to his knowledge uf Iadian affairs and tribal
_traditions during these tran utmns

5 Dunmnn—:‘ War did -not und h(lz.hhncs on the frontier. The basu
;LDﬂﬂ!Ct between the mt;reat% nf the settlcr% nnd the; lﬁdlana re-
mained, and these differenc

g in, the yeafs which fullc)wed the nutbreak Df the -Arm;rn.an
Revmlutmn

O
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o Seﬁlers eleéi: Clark o

Alarmf;d by the Transylvania Company’s efforts to create a political - -
entity separate from Virginia, Clark visited the settleménts and

camps to persuade the people that a more definite connection with
Virginia would be in their best interests.

‘He proposed a &gn;‘rﬂl meeting at Harm‘dsburb on the eighth of June

for the purpose of electing deputies to tal;ug their appeal 'to

, Williamsburg. In the event they failed to secure_the concessions he -

advocated, Clark pmmlsed that he would favnr the establishment of

an 1ndependfsnt %tate

Upon arriving at Harmdzbur;ﬁ he was surprised to learn that th;
prsﬂpl«: had already” elected him as their delegate, along with John

Gabriel Jones. The two were authorized to ask the Vll‘élﬂlﬂ General
Assembly to recognize Kentucky as a separate county, and to send
relief and assistance to the tthfltEl’lLd settlements.

WitHin a few days Clark and Jones set out for Virginia on the
Wilderness Road, suffer‘mE severe hardshipsdue to heavv rains. On

‘rE’ﬂChlﬁg the capitol, they Tound the Assembly a d]DLlI‘n(:d and Clark

sought an interview with Governor Patrick Henry.

14~
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- he himself had land. interests in the West. Arr
letter of introduction from thte Governor, Clark appeared before the”

‘Henry"was sympathetic'to the Kentucky proposals, )
d with a favorable

Executive Council and once requested five hum:lrt;d pounds of

g,unpnwder for the dchsnse of Kentucky., . .

The Council temporized by saving t]w\ had no pmvur to grant the
request ut a people “not l;‘zﬂallv united to Virginia,” to which Clark
rr:mrted "a country m)t worth pmtutmgﬂ is not worth Llam’nm=D

Hm;dln}j Clark’s lmphed th*rcat that Kentucky mx&ht seek prutuctmn
elsewhere, and that the country would then belost to Vlrgﬂmm the
Council. l%%Li?d an order authorizing %00 pt‘nmd«a ofgun Pl ywdoer tu be

: dehvercd to Clark i m r lttaburhh

In the, Fall Llark went before the General Asqumbl\, where he
sued that, “shquld Kentucky betaken under the protection of
Vlrgmm its populdton would increase; trade would dev elop; and a
respectable body of fine riflemen would furnish an effective
guaranty for the safety of the.interior counties against Indian at-
tacks.” ‘ v ) . )

Clark’s arguments carried-the day, and out of tlw 111 de;hm:d terri-
tory mnstltut1n;1 Fincastle (_mu}tv
counties to be known as Washington, Munt%,umery and l\entUka

- With aboirt the same land area as at present, }\tntLlLl'\V became a

pohtlﬁl unit of Virginia, - ;

Governor Henry commissioned € Clark a ma,ur and authnrn;ud him

to organize a militia for the defense of Kentucky. -

Earl} in Dewmbur of 1776, (_lark and Jones journey Ld to Plttsburgh?
to collect the 'prumlsed gunpowder, antd to prepare for their return
trip to Kentuchy.

\
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- “into the interior, thv;‘\' hid the powder kegs; then, inan efmrt tule

After prmnurmg the qunpuwde rat f‘xttsbur;’h Uar‘ cled
Indians of the upper Ohio had gﬁutten wind Qf his mis }(m ’md were
preparing to mturwpt h1m - SR .

RN
511p]:zmg away in the utmost secrecy, h& and lunes wit}‘l seve
- hi

eludc: thur pursuera untll tht\.’ rcmhcd thg muuth ut lee 15
Creek (Mavsville, Ohio).

Fic;al" ¢ that thgv did not have enough men to caf

the Indians away from thearea, they dropped aiuwnn\ erafew.m
before abamﬂ,mnngﬁ their boat. )

i
,h. .
St

Upon, reaching some deserted cabins of the Hinkson settlement on Lo
the west fork of Licking Creek, Clark ordered the others to awaithis
return from Harrodsburg with nddltmﬂal men. Soon after Clark’s

departure, .Colonél John Todd arrived with -a small military party
and decided to go after the powder. They were ambushed by In-

s dians before they could reach their destination. Jones and two

w

_others were killed: and several were taken prisoner, including -

Clark’s -cousin Joseph Rogers.

]thmlgh e too was pursucd b {y Indians, € _lark and his companions
reached Harrudaburg_, safely and, when news’ of Todd’s defeat
reached the fort, a company of thirty men was recruited to recover
the gunpowder. On Janbhary 2, 1777, the expe ditian, under the
command of James Harrod, left Fort Harrod for Limestone Creck.
Among those in the party were Simon Kenton, Leonard Hclm,
Benjamin Linn and Samuel Moore . . . all ot whom Svould fige
prominently in coming events. : .

J

Tht powder was distributed to the forts just in time, since 1777
marked the onsct of one of the most trving wgars on the fmntlc
Without the ammunition secured by Clark, it is doubtful whether

-the settlements could have survived the events which followed.

-
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-gevens,’ “and dtvelnpmcnts of thc Lumm;1 mnnthez

©

1777 wuuld ngﬁume knownon the trnntu: ras“the Vi
24

onvinced Clarl

that only aggressive action could save the K \
March heTomplied with his orders to form a militia unit, with Daniel
Boone, James Harroi John Todd and Benjamin Logan as captair

= = N

15,

Hf:-tu!ly reah;cd that the area northwest of the Ohio River w. asan

open door, through which the hostile Indians could makerhit-and-
run -attacks on the Settlements; and he was convinced that these
raids were m&.tlgatud and planned trum thé Bl’ltl'ah mlllmry pu ts in
that country, i
Vincennbs,

mlhtm and nblu budmd l:n ]IthT‘lL‘ﬂ =

Three hundred miles away at Fort Pitt, the chief American post
responsible for guarding, the lung frontier, there was no garrison.
Fort Pitt was entirely drpcndcnt on the militia of the neighboring
counties for protection. - )

With s0 few Briti-"ﬁ and American v-‘.uldier's; in the area, the '§,000
warriors of the Nnr hwestern tribes werea tumpmtmn to both sides.
In all fairness, thert were a numbcr of British and American leaders

who opposed the use of savages against other white men; and at

first, American efforts were devoted primarily toward securing [n-
dian neutrality. However, as the war progressed, expediency pre-
vailed.

:

Roval orders were received by Licutenant Governor Henry Hamil-
ton af Detroit, commanding that “a large body of Indians be en-

“gaged,” and promising an “assortment of ;_.unds for presents.’

Theremtvr tlw Bntiah pnuurdcd to enl ht Indmns in the regular
,,,,,, in cutting, off
uutlylmﬁ scttlrnwntw Jnd rmdlm,i thu frunnurL‘ To thi”é‘. end . they
Idvished presents and ht}'ﬁplh‘illt\' on the tribes assembled at Detroit,
and even Hamilton. himself, "'painted and dressed as an Indian,
joined in the wild songs and dances incident to thu councils,

® . =

14

“
w

of thg Lilc)ﬁdv,ﬁ

s settlements. In
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. sent to raid the fronkiers, and in isolated-lac

g(;nt:matv Df the Erzhsh whn were ¢ Lm.k tn ﬁ:mmd the lndian&. that
the “Big E\‘ants had bE(:n pushmg them

nnt rest “until th(-;v possessed all, “'l ‘the metry’

Lﬂ’ 1777, the Brlhshﬂapplmd even greater prgssure on the frontier in
. the the: that the main’American army, would be weakened by a
" withdrawal of forgs to meet the attack. Althuu;ﬁh the Indians were
ordered to act'with humanity, and to'spare women, children and the
aged, E-hesg injunctitns had little effect in-actual fact. o

Hamilton reported in July that fifteen bands of savages had been
7 ities men often were
killed or captured whrl«;:))rkm;ﬁ in the fields or-hunting. Women
and children were burnegin-their homé®; and in some cases, entire
“families were taken prisoner. Hardgpressed by their pursuers, the
IndlsmE did not htsltﬂtt"t(} kill captives who hindered a rapid retreat..

Thn&.e whodid TEﬂLh ariIndian nlla;ﬁc were commonly forced to run

the gauntlet, ur to endure indescribable tortures. Some weresold b
: Bﬂtl&ah and French traders; women were forced to become the wives
or slaves of warriors; and children who survived were ofteri adopted .

into the tribe.

AItthﬂgh itcannot be pruved bcvtiﬁd a duuhi Hmt l'iamiltnn offered
f the

Lrlmg, and thc Lhar;_,u hns bur:n suhL antmta dd bx thc te%tlmunv of

at Detroit. Hamilton himself w rote, "Since last
34 prisoners, 17 of which

pns,unurs and spie
May, the Indians of this district have taker

. the‘; delivered up, and 81 scalps.’” The fact remains thattheire of the

settlers was thoroughly arous sed by-these reports.

Meeting with little success at Harrodsburg and B(mﬂc's.buruuhh the
Indlan% besieged Logans Fort from the last of May until September

2, when Colonel John Bowman and a hundred Virginians arrived in
t!mc' to rescue the heroic defenders from death by starvation or
surrender, Three weeks lafer, 48 mounted men came to Boone's
relief from Yadkin, and in October, 100 riflemen arrlvud from Vir-

¥

ihlﬂlﬂ‘ A

k for vg.jr'; and wnuld_

—

L
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yClark’s Plan
- Deépite the' reinforcéments, the cése-'was still desperate for the
% settlements in Kentucky. The greater partof their stores of corn had,
been burned, the growing crop destroyed, and the cattle and horses
stolen. - . - o

A Clark had concluded that there was little hope of long-term survival
o for the settlements unless aggressive action-were taken, ahd without -
_ - confiding in anyone he slowly developed a’plan. L

: i : =

Fromi the outset of the Revolution, American leaders had’ coveted

. Detroit as the key to the fur trade and control of the Indian tribes of’
the Northwest. From this British post a trail led by way of the

* Maumee River and the upper Wabash to Vincennes; and another

" extended to Kaskaskia and other posts on the upper Mississippi.

~ The latter were in a position to control the river traffic.to New

- ‘Orleans, and to Fﬁrnis? supplies to Detroit. » , T

Clark decided the best approach to Detroit would be through the
“back door,”” by way of these outlying posts. In ordento assess their
strength, he sent Benjamin Linn and Samuel Moore as spies to
~_ ‘Kaskaskia. They reported that there was no regular garrison, only -
. French militia under a British commandant, and that.the post was
* " vulnerable. ’ | Yoo T i

Kaskaskia was the largest of fourFrench settlements in the “Ameri-
. can Bottom,” which strétched one hundred miles from the conflu-
ence of the Kaskaskia and Mississippi Rivers and averaged three to
seven miles across. Largely inhabited by French settlers, who enter-
tained little real love for the British, the total population of the
villages was about a thousand whites and five hundred negro-
slaves, o
- i - ¢ .
Clark left for Virginia on, October 11777, to propose a plan of attack
against the British posts in the Illinois country. He traveled 620 miles
to reach his father’s house by November 1, and after a short visit he:
.pushed on to Williamsburg to present his plan to Governor Henry."

[
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- (left) = . .
-Tlark sends Linh 4nd Moore .
5 - as spies to Kaskaskia Tl
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(below) =~ . _
Clark arrives in Williamsburg

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

The Sécret'Drders

Patnck Henry was pérsuaded of tht Effu,:n:y Df Clark ’],3:11, and

try, he reahzed that to Euthne thE Entlre plan to the Genera) Assem-
bly would Eor’npmmﬁ the secrecy sQ essentlal to 1ts SUCCEES.

Thﬂmas jeffersnn Gearge Mamn and Gearge ijhem Exe
Cmuntll They agreed that the plan ghﬂuhjibe 1mplementgd secr rtly,

dmon pmved sucuzssful

OnJanuary?2, after Dbtammg the consent of the Assembly thmu;jh a-
general plta that thE undertakm was de%lgned f@r the dtﬁ;‘ﬂSE of -

seven Militia companies of fifty men each. He was advanced-1200
pounds-in depreciated continental currency and given an order or}
General Hand at Fort Pitt for the requxred boats, ammumhon and
Eupplles :

Cla’rk was app@mted a lieutenant colonel and autharxzed to raise <

L

~ Although his public orders directed Clark to go o the: relief of

Kentucky, his secret orders authorized him to attack Kaskaskia.:

,Subﬁaquent instructions authorized. hlm to attack other strategic

points. Some authorities interpret this to mean that Clark had au-
thority to move agam&at Detroit as well. VL

Reaching the rendezvous point at Redstone, below Fort Pitt, (_lark
encountered difficulties in rmrmtmzﬂ the desired number of men.
Few were-interested in going so far from home “in “defenge of
Kentucky,” and Clark was unable to rev eal his true objective.

N

'.b'_bFinsilly on May 12, 1778, he set out from Redstone with 150 fron-

tiersmen, a number of private adventurers and some twinty settlers
and their faml]le :

leeraily supplied by General Hand at Fort Pitt and Wheelin§, the "

small army moved cautiously down the ©Ohio River, never knowing
when they might encounter hostile Iﬂdlﬂﬂ% v

24

31
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*. Contrasting Life Stijles = -
Virginia-Vincennes

ToEtt .

Colonial Dames” . .a .

‘The'National Seciety of Colopial Dames of America,.of which the
Indiana Society is a small part (130 members), is dedicated “‘to the

- .collection of manuscripts, traditions, relics, and mementos of by-
| gone days for preservation . . . to commemorate the success of the
" American Revolution.” S ‘ ’

The Society also endeavors to promote interest in American history,

- toinspire.d genuine love of country, and-to teach young people to
honor the heroic ancestors who “prepared the way for sticcess in "
that struggle whicH gained for the country, its liberty and constitu-

. tign_‘_ﬂg . . - o




| . pnrary repruduztians but all are typu:al of the permd represented

S Wﬂllamsburg

Architectural Plans, . H Roll McLaughlm 5. ALA.

Chairman, Mrs. Morris L. Brown; Asst., Mrs. H. Roll ‘McLaughlin;

| Mrs Morris L. Brown ) Mr. Edward B, Newill .
iy Queen Ann Tabié Tea ‘ *Poplar Blanket Chest ~
. " Mr. and Mrs, F. Nobls Ropkey
Mr. and Mrs Stanley G. Cederqulgt * American Walnut Lr_mg Clock
Brass Wall Sconces - *Queen Ann Mahogany Reading Stand -
i h};’sil%auﬁv;e T. Harrell : ¢ Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Van Riper
) 73!'355 Candlesticks o Antique Soft Paste Bowl (Holland)
l\g : n‘?’}rgs. :‘éix:gndgr R. Holliday Dt. Herman B Weils
. *Child’s Pine Chair = *Chippendale Looking Glass
Mr. and Mrs. H. Roll McLaughlin A .
- Anonymous

*Leather Bound Book
Morris Butler House Musr:um
*Windsor Chair - -l
“(Giftof Mr. Eli Lilly) :

A - Vincennes

Mr. and Mrs. J'uh:r’: R, Carr, Jr‘ = " Mr.and Mrs. Robert Viewegh
Tabl& f‘li—' nte (Gnt; Iu:gr table) - *Lampes de Fer Forgé tIron lamps)

Thi: Colonial Da

“*Louis XV Arﬁmu’;

(It’mn ] tm;nmz'l Imskaslmr) . . (with =Im;udpunel:-)
Mr. and Mrs. Robert MecMurray *Chaises Canadiennes
Petife Table de Chevet, , . (Canadian chairs, rush seats)

Chaudiere, Pincgttes, Bol. CuuvaplEd qum

(Bedside table, bruss bucket, - -
iron fire h’:nq:ﬁ, wooden bowl) (White on white quilt)
! 8. H. Richardson : *Crucifix d* Espagne
*Assicttes, Trophée, Bol . “{17th century Spanish crucifix)
= (Pewterplates, traphy, bowl) ] *Muoule a Chandelles
* 'Mr.and Mrs. Lorenz O, Schymidt (Tin candle mold) . -
Chandelier (Brass candlestick) Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Howard G. Taylor *Mousquet Militaire
Petit Prie-Dieu « (Erench infantry musket —
(Small rustic priv-dien) ' ‘Caliber 0.69, Charleville, 1763

< 13
. Made for this exhibit by Mrs. Howard G. Tay]ér
“Vincennes — Lit Garnt au Genre de Toile
(Bed hangings — 18th century manner)
i o CF Wllhamsburg — Window dfapgr‘lﬁ% and fluume
' Ich C(;ntur’y documentary print "Winsley”
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(Lower left,

" counterclockwise)
Beadwork moccasins,
R ‘Chippewa
Winnebago beaded bags

Miami mocedsin cuff -
‘with ribbon work.

by Frances Slocum

Potawatomi woman's

leggings,

" beadwork on wool

‘Winnebago beadwork

sash, loom-woven
Moccasin-shaped

paint sack, Sauk & Fox
Chippewa shoulder bag,
beadwork with

Thunderbird motif

£

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

. loaned by
, Pohrt coll

“

(urzper left, counterclock-.
wise) Chippewa-style
bearclaw necklace (#5)

j - Catlinite pipe bowl,
|- Potawatomi  °
_Bear effigy awl, Ottowa

Chippewa wooden spoon
Ash burl bowl, Sauk &

-Fox:

‘Curly maple wooden’
spoon with leaf design,
Potawatomi

‘Crooked kni
{Unless other
cated, India

Ottowa
ise indi-
items were

(Left to Right)
Waodden canteen,

U Pas

t alt horn;
powder horn, "17727;
English gorget;
French gorget (#21)
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by G§g nsBﬂwm H
“from ﬁ'\lsland’)

,prlsed the fgrt W1t

B l_hred Later, because of his a

distributed agnopg Clagk’s tro

Taking Kaskaskla

‘When C‘lark s small army reached the falls Df the Ohio, he was.

disappointed to find that, of the reinforcements E;ipa:t&d to join him
there, less than one company from the Holston settlements and a
small force of Eentuckxans had arrived.

Clark chose 'Cnrn Island, in the middle of the rapxds, as a supply

base for his operations, since the location gave him control of the .-

yiver traffic and made desertions less likely. There, for the ﬁrst timej

he disclosed to his men the true objective of the expedition. Most:
received the news El’lthuSla'-’atlEally, althnugh there were afew deser—_

tions during the night. - N - .

- 'As preparatmns for the cal palgn neared cgmpletmn Clark re-
f.t:Elved wnrd of the recent Fyench- American Alliance, which he
" realized would make it easier fbr. him to gain the cooperation of the

_pran"imanﬂy Fre']ﬁch pt}pula ion of the Illmms tgwns ’

On ]U.flE 24, 1778, four compy fies of 175 plcked rnen, commanded
¥larrod and Montgomery, embar!
fall&durmg a total eclipse of the'sun
& ,15 mer, egard as a good omen. Wit
ys-p 3&ded downstream to the mouth of
s where they captured a party of American

2o’ guide them cross-country to Kaskaskla in

whlch {flark n

Drd,er tds ction on the-river. v
Hiding boa _ Ké army set off on a 120 mile march thmugh
forest and tracklegs pXairie. Traveling the last two days without

" food, the wegary men reg chc;d the shure DPpDSltE Kaskaskiaat mght= )

%ross the Kaskaskla Kver and sur-
" 1m{§tes the British commandant
Phillippe de Rastél RDLht:b :
in their quarters, and the mw

His |

under guard to. Virginia:

1 his Wle had been taken pFHDnET -

1



Bowman secures Cahokia
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. Gibault{wins French allegiance at

Yincennes e
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Y1 conte to you as a man and a warrior, and not asa councilor, In my right hand I carry War (a red belt),
and in my left hand Peace (a whité belf) Take whichever you please, byt let us prove oursclves werthy by .

“speakinig with but onefieart and oné tongue.” 5. . : .
i
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Securmg the Illnmls C‘«Duntry

The Frem_h at Kaskaskia, having: heard repnrts of the * .]\"E:l&,t na-
ture”” of the Arpericans found their worst fears confirmed by the,
appeﬁrance Df the;r ragged dlrty and th.fl half naked LGFIC{UEI’EF%

Later Clark reported, Gl\fm;, all for lost, thLll“'llVE‘a were all tht:y
could beg for, which they did with the ;,,reatc;‘st tf:rvency, they were
willing to be Slaves to save their Famlllfzs

What occurred next iq an excellent ;xampié of Clark’s diplomatic

1

abilities. Recognizing that it would be impossible to hold a popula-
tion of nearly a thousand in subjection with such a small force, he
gained their allegiance with assurances that ‘it is an American

“principle to free, and not to enslave, those they conquer;” and that

" those who swore fidelity would be exten ded all the privileges of

American citizens. This, along with news of the French-American
Alliance, quickly persuaded the French to take an oath of allegiance,

and won thf: Americans a warm w:;l;ume among the mhabitants,

Llark dlsgat;h:d Capmm anman and thlrty m()unttd men to takzs )

Cahukm which fil‘ﬂ,] capxtulated w1thm|t remstnnge

Llark s ggnemus conduct toward the Catholic ChurCh won him the

“support of Father Pierre Gibault, who rode with Dr. Jean Laffont to

Vincennes with many favorable letters from the residents of Kas-

ckaskia and an address from Clark soliciting the cooperation of the

French in that settlement. Gibault returned in August to report that
the American flag, was flving over Vincennes, and Captain Helm -
was gent to take command of the }anC‘uhtm there.

Thmu;ﬁh the intercession of hls trusted associate Francis Vigo, Clark
then established friendly relations with the Spanish licutenant-
governor at 5t. Louis, Fernando Debeyba, and during the five
weeks of Augus 1nd September he met at Cahokia with the Indians
of the areain an effort to win their neutrality during the next phase
of the campaign. ()Hurlm_, them a choice of the “red belt of war, or
the white belt of peace,” Clark eventually suceeeded in winning |

over all of thetribes which had assembled from as far as 500 nﬂlLL
away.
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" (Above) Stockade entrange to environmental theatre

(Below) Climax of this exhibit is this envirenmental theatre where a multi-media
-dramatization tell e story of the Vincennes campaign
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Hamilton recaptures Vincennes

Dpon Iéarning'ﬁf Clark’s victories in the"Illinois’ country,

Lieutenant-Governor Henry Hamilton rallied hl% m rces at Detroit

‘for a counter-attack.

On October 7, a large and well- supplled expedition of Brltl‘ah trcmps
French militia and Indians left Detroit for the 600 mile journey to

" 'Vincennes by way of the Maumee and Wabash Rivers. Augmented
by additional Indians who joined the expedition along the way,’

Hamilton’s force numbered five hundred by the time it appmaijled
Vincennes. .

In additién to Eecuring qut EaLkviTle Ham.il'mn had thl’t_t Fin:l}
and Dhm Rl\ft:r':. tu strangle Amerlcan river trade tQ gain LDntml of
the mouth of the Missouri River, with the hape of underselling the

Spaniards and gaining favor with the Indians of that area; and to .

regain the Mr(asLsSlppl trade by Chn:lucligjln;;j the rebels from thelllinois

ccmﬂtry o A

Meanwhile, Captain Helm at Vincennes was uncertain of Hamil-

“ton’s whereabouts until he was within three miles of the town. Panic

;eizf;d ﬂw Fﬁ;r’n:h at the F'ir'-;‘.t %ight of thE impreé.é.lve British furfe

dt:h;nd tht: furt AL—, Hnmlltun appruaLhLd Hle wrmtt: to Clar]\

At this time theer is an army within three miles of thyg place. 1
heard of their coming . . . sent spies. The %plu% being taken
pl’l%ﬂﬂl}f‘ﬁ ] never L!Ut Iﬂthlé_‘LﬂLE_‘

“I'know it's out of my pm\ er to defend the town as nut one of the
militia will take arms . . . though before sight of the army no
braver ‘men. Their flag is at a small distance. 1 must conclude.”

. humble servt.
Lsu D. Helin

Resistance was vut of the question, and Helm surrendered the fort

on December 17, spending the next two munth% as Hamilton's

prisoner.

43
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Hamilton leaves Detroit for Vincennes

Hulm’s lotter 6 Clark is captured. Vigo brings the news o Kashaskia
in Jandary. ) ’

38
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- Two cmmpanics of Erench milit

Clark decides to Attack

Ilelm letter never leachcd Clark, and it wasn’t until January 29,
1779 that he learned of the surrender of Fort Sackville. Theews was
brought to him by Francis Vigo, who had been permitted to leave
Vincennes to conduct business at St. Louis. He also informed Clark
that Hamilton had sent his Indian allies home for the wintér months
and was strengthening the fortifications at Sackville i in preparation
for an attack against rl\ in the 5pring.

Clark having despaired of receiving reinforcements from Virginia

-Qr KEﬂtLlLk\f reah;'ed his troops could not dgfend the lllinois towns
if Hamilton were g,,wtn sufficient time to reassemble his army in the

'%prmg,, “It was at this moment.” he dec “I would have bound

myself seven years a Slave to have had five hundrgd Troops.”

Out of despcratmm Clark decided upon a bold gamble. He pro-
poged an immediate attack on Fort 5:
Wintor”” when the enemy.would least expect it. So confident was he
of the strategy’s success, that his enthusiasm was communicated
not only to his own men, but to the French as well,

a {,?nluntccred to accompany the
expedition, and the ladics of the village busied themselves sewing
flags.

A% C]ark aﬁd hi% x:hie ] aidc Majnr anman com plctcd their prepara-
lecision, saying,
‘ lf I fall thmugh in thl% Fxpudltmn the whole Cuntry is lost and 1
believe Kentucky also. But great things have been Done by a fuw
Men. Terhaps.we may be fortunate.”

On February 5 the Willing, the first armed boat on the Ohio River,

mounting “‘two4-pounders and four swivels,” set off with a crew of

forty mén under Licutenant John Rogers, with orders to guard the
mouth of the Wabash and rendezvous with the main force below
Vincennes. The Willing carried artillery, gunpowder and other
supplies tuo heavy tobe carried ov crland. The ground trogps were
to travel light, LlL‘(_‘l:um1 on lhl ground and shmmn)ﬁ gande for food
Jlnn;,, the way. '

1, led his
':-mn,ll army uf 1?2 men out of !\J&akahkm to begin one of the most
heroic -and. dramatic undertakings -of the whole Revolution. The

“ 9

kville ““In the Debth of



Es~=ch valunteess join the Americans, and Clark prepares to mach on Vincennes.
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miarch would take them through 240 miles of wilderness and across
rivers flooded by constant rain, What would normally have been a
five or six days journey was to require sixteen days, the last without
food or dry powder. Seldom has so muc¢h been’ endured, or ac-

'cnmpllshed by so’ wa
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“a few men well conducted.” . ..

Quotations from Joseph Bowman's Joswnaland Other Commentary

Iustrated by Visuals from the Exhibit’s “Environmental Theatre”

1

1779 N
“Feb, 5 — Raised another company of volunteers . . . . increased our
numberto 170 men . ... about 3 o'clock @ )

baggage, and marched about a league from town. Made a good narch for -
about 9 hours; the road very bad, with mud and water. Pitchedour canping &
square, baggage in the middle, cvery company to guard their own sqUAres e

“Feb. 8 — Marched early Hrrough the waters, which we now begain to nieet
in those large level plains . . .. notwithstanding which, our men were in
Lreat spirits; Hmugh mmh fatiyued.

“Feb. 12 —Mﬂn‘ludm:rwe Cot plains, saw and killed iambers of buffgloes.
Thie road very bad frons inmense quantity of rain that had fallen. The men
much fatigued: Enuzmp:*d an the edge of the woods. This plain or megdoiy
being 15 or more miles across, it was late in the night before the I’[l!\'”(?g"t and
troops got together. Now 21 miles froin St. Vincent (Vincennes).

The next day, the army reached the first of the two branches of the
Little Wabash which were flooded into a single stream, five miles

wide and three feet deep in the shallowest places. C lark ordered
canoes built to ferry men and stores to the far side, where a scaffald
was built to hold the baggage until the pack horses could be taken

across. The second branch was crossed in the same manner

Encamped on high ground the evening of February 15, Clark re-
L()Td% that he was able to divert the minds of his men from their

s with the assistance of a little Antick Drummer who

Huat«;d by on his drum.”
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“FLb 17 — Marched” mrh/ crossed several runs, very du’p Sent Mr. g
Kennedy, our commissary, with Hiree nien to cross the river Embarras, if

~ .possible, and proceed to a‘planfatmn opposite Post St. Vincent, in order to

- steal boats or canoes to ferry us across tie Wabash. About an hour; by sun,

‘we got near the river Embarras. Found the country all ove rﬂmued with
: water. -

“Feb. 18 — At break of day heard Governor Hmmlhm nmmmqﬁft

fo and mnrerd dmun the river.”

There still was no sign of the Wllllﬂé W1th the provisiong and heavy
artillery, and since they were within nine miles of Vincennes, they
were unable to use their guns to shoot game for food. As the men'’s -
" hunger grew, Clark and his officers were hard-pressed to
——desertions:— T

3

“’Febs 19 — Captain McCarty’s company set to making a canoe . . . . the

e canoe finished, Captain McCarty, with 3 of his men, embarked in the canoe

and made the third attempt to steal boats . . . . No provisions of any sort,
now hweo days. Hard Fortune! '

“’Feb. 20 — Camp very quict, but ungry. . . . Fellto mnixmgmm‘t’(mluﬁ,
when, about 12 o'clock, our sentry on the river bmuqht to a boat with 5
Frenchmen from the post, wio told us we were not as yet discovered; that the .
inhabitants were well disposed towards us. One of our men killed a deer, =
witich was bmu& ¢ltt into camp, very acceptable,

‘Feb. 21 — At break of day began to ferry our men over in our two canocs toa
csmall hill, . The whole army being over, wr Hmugbt togef to hmm that

night, so plunch into the water.

Y}

At this point, the horses had to be left behind, and in the darkn:ss
they pushed on through three miles of water, often shnulder hujh
Clark reu)rds that if th(: weather had not b(:(:‘l’l 1‘111(:] they wuuld

Wl

5ix mlleg fmm Vmgenne,i and gh_Lf wvathgr turned Luldtl’ By morn- .
_ing there was a half inch of ice on the quieter water. . .

\ Feb., 22 — Col. Clark encovrages his men, which gave Hiem great spirits,
Mﬂrdmd on in the waters. Those that were weak and famished from so piud
fatigue went in the canoes. . . . Heard the eve nmq and murmmg gleuafmm
the fort. Nu prui;zsmns yet. Lnrd help us!” :
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- -‘“EE’EL, 23 — Set off to cross the plain called Horse Shoe Plain . . . . Col.

Clark being the first, taking care to have the boats try to take those that were
weak and numbed with cold intothem. Never were men so animated with

_ the thought of avenging the wrongs done fo their back settlements as this
small army was. . .. About 1 o'clock, we came in sight of the tpwn. We
‘halted on a small hill of dry land called Warren's (Warrior's) Island, where
_we took @ prisoner hunting ducks, who inforined us that no person suspected

our coming at that season of the year. Col, Cla¥k wrote a leter by himt to the
inhabitants. . . . In order to give time to publish this letter we lay still Hll
about sundown, when we began our march, all in order, with colors fying
and drums braced.”’ o S ‘ S
Clark employeda clevér ruse at this time, ordering all 6f the ﬁags
marched to and fro behinid a small elevation, so that the actual

* number of mén could not be seen, The British were thereby deceived

into believing that the American force numbered nearer a thousand~

.than a mere 170 men.

"‘Aftfrrwrading' to the edge of the water breast high we mounted the rising
ground the town is built on about 8 o'clock. . . . The cannon played
smartly. Not one of our men wounded. Men in the fort badly wounded. Fine -
sport for the sons of Liberty.”

British cannon, mounted eleven feet above the ground, were incap-
able of doing much damage to the attackers, and merely succeeded
in hitting a structure or two in the village. Entrenched within 200
yards-of the fort, small squads advanced within 30 yards of the
walls. The sharpshooting frontiersmen keptup such an accurate fire

that the British were afraid to open their gunports.

“Feb. 24 — As soon as daylight, the fort began to play her small arms

briskly. One of our men got slightly wounded. About 9 o’clock, the colonel
seit a flag with a letter to Governor Hamilton.”

Clark demarided a British surrender while his men enjoyed their
first regular meal in six days. Hamilton rejected the terms and Clark

, ordered the battle to resume.
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‘iTwo hours later, Helm was sent to the Amer’xcan lines with an offer
Df sui’render on' reaggnable t(;rm':i " Clark, fearmg remf(,)rgement‘;;
Hamiilton cguntered with a reque‘at for a three day truce, whlch
Clark also rejected. - :

In the meantime, the Americans captured a ban@i of Ind}ans return-
ing from the Falls with two prisoners and a ‘number of scalps. In
order to demonstrate to the Indian allies of the British that their
friends were no longer capable of protecting them, Clark ordered
- the Indians tomahawked in full view of the fm’t

Toward evening, an unconditional surrender was 5igﬁed delivér—
mg Fort Sackville and all stores to Clark, the garrison becoming
prlsnners at discretion.” Subsequently Clark sent Hamilton,

" seven of his prmmpal officers, and eighteen other prisoners to the

gaol at Wllhamsburg where Hamilton was held until late 1780.

“Feb. 25 — *‘About 10 o'clock Captain Bowman’s and Captain McCarty's

companies paraded on one side of the fort gate. Governor Hamilton and his’
'garrzamz marched oiit, whzk Colonel Clark - . . *marched into the fort,
’ ‘relzé‘l?‘_gd the sentries, hoisted the Am;rn:an‘ colors, secured all arms.”

Clark, renaming the fort “Patrick Henry,” found it well stored and
garrisoned, mounting twelve guns, and was surprised that it had
been given up so easily. :

All credit belQﬁ;jS to y Clark, who conceived and executed the darm;j
strategy which won even the gruding admiration of Hamilton him-

On February 27, the Willing finally reached Vincennes, with a mes-
senger bearing the thanks of the Virginia Assembly for Clark’s less
significant victory at Kaskaskia, ;md promising suitable rewards for
the troops.

Despite the fact that Clark never received sufficient support to carry
out his ultimatg plan to occupy Detroit, the British were unable to
regain their posts in the lllinois‘country and, at the Treaty of Paris in
1783, the entire area north to the Great Lakes and west to the
Mississippi, Rivet was ceded to-the United States.

{
~
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se)Carpe, late 19th century
bd in Paris 1732 E
ill of Goodssigned by Franvis Vigo Portrait of Clark,

records, Old Cathedral, Vincennes, late 182075, Jouett (#1)

sword — accession #X123.1; Revolutionary War drum — accession
#18992, (Indiana State Museum collection) :

1

50

52




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

) ) . - N h

‘Epilc:)gue

;Althalxgh this exhibit concludes with Clark

< capture of Fort Sack-

- ville in 1779, it is appropriate to add a sketch of his subsequent

* continuing migration into Kentucky would insure the st
- wester

service, ! Lok

" Charged with the defense of the frontier, Clark'realiz’eﬂ';fhat the best -

defense was contingent upon the capture of Detroit, the British
headquarters. for western operations from'which the raids against
the Kentucky sett

I ments were being planned and supplied, Unfor-
tunately, neither Virginia nor the Continental Congress were ever

able to supply the men or money necessary for.this venture.

Clark proceeded to garrison Kaskaskia,. Cahokia and Vincennes,

and then built Fort Je%ferson on the Mississippi below the mouth of
the Ohio in the Spring of 1780. During that same year,-the British

attempted a three-pronged offensive to regain control of the lower

West. -

In responsc to urgent pleas for help, Clark hastened to Cahokia, .
arriving é"ust twenty-four hours before the British attack. A simul-

taneous blow was aimed at 5t. Louis, the Spanish headquarters for

upper Louisiana. Clark repelled both attaciz;; o T

- He then hurried back to Kentucky, where a third force, commanded

i

by Colonel Henry Bird, was ravaging the settlements with anarmy
of more than a tﬁausand Indians and British. Only 180 of the 350
prisoners taken by Bird's force at Ruddle’s and Martin’s Stations
survived, and a thousand volunteers responded to Clark’s call to
rally at the mouth of the Licking for a counter-attack.

s i

Crossing the Ohio, they defeated the Indians at Piqua (near
present-day Springfield, Ohio) and forced Bird to pull back to De-
troit. In a thirty-day campaign, Clark’s men covered 480 miles; and
in a four-month period, Clark defeated three British thrusts alc
thousand-mile front. In 1781, Governor Jefferson commis
Clark a brigadicr-general in recognition of his valorous service.

In 1782, the KentucKians suffered their most terrible défeat at the
hands of the Shawnec at the-Battle of Blue Lieks. Upon receiving the
1ews, Clark promptly organized and led & successtul campaign -
15t the Shawnee stronghold at Chillicothe. Clark knew that a
irvival of the
n scttlements if he could hold back the Indian menace, and.
his action against the Shawnee succeeded in buying more time for
the beleaguered frontier.

aga

i

Thomas Jefferson secured for Clark an appointment to a national
commission in charge of treating with the ;hdians of the Northwest.
He participated in a series of councils which resuited in the cession
ofvastareas of land and Indian recognition of American sovereignty

" “atthe Treatics of Fort McIntosh in 1785 and Fort Finmey in 1786, The

1

an



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

irtciians held Clark in the highest esteem, calli'ng I
living, the great and invincible long knife.” "~

Clark played an active role in the- administration of the Illinois

%Clarl-;)’ Grant in southern Indiana to his troops, and.in 1784 he
ounded Clarksville, the first English-speaking settlement in.the
Old Nérthwest. He,also was the founder of Louisville, Ky. _
In 1803, Clark retired 'to Clarksville where he indulged his life-long
interest in natural histo |

collected the;remains D?f}’
many specimens to Thomas Jefferson for-his personal collec

tion, In

" later yearst €lark was also a trustee of Transylvania University\.

During his defense of the frontier, with grossly inadequate support
from Virginia, Clark had found it necessary on many occasions to
pledge his own resources in order to obtain essential supglies for his
troops. For the rest of his life, he was plagued by these debts, and his
salary as an officer of the Virginia Militia was years in arrears. It was
not until 1812 that Virginia finally awarded him a ceremonial sword

and a lifetime pension of $400 a year. .

For more than a decade, Clark had exercised great authority and
leadership in the West, with his power depending more on pegsonal

‘¢charisma and capacity for command than on his commissions from
- WilliamsBurg. It was perhaps inevitable that such preeminence

would attract enemies and an erivy- which was to shadow his later
yEarS‘ ‘ - [ s } . £ o . C ’
After suffering a cripplin%pggralytic stroke in 1809, hre went to live
with his sister, :Luc%f; and her husband, William Croghan, at Locust
Grove near Louisville. He died there on February 13, 1818, at the age
Df 65 st N B N . Teos : » . i

" In his funeral oration, Judge John Rowan conferred a most appro-
riate epitaph: “The mighty oak of the forest has fallen . . . the

ather. of the western country i$ no more.”~ -
Gf'(:lérk’s finest hour at the surrender of Fort Sackville, his chief
biogrdpher, James Alton James, says: ,. : .

““This victory marks the climax of one of the most heroic and notable

. As a pioneerarchaeologist of the area, he' -
f extinct ‘animals and other fossils, sending -

L3

achievements in history. The boldness of the plan, the sKill with whicly it

was executed, Hie perseveraice in uvgﬁrmmin?" obstacles, seemingly in-
surmountable, excited the admiration even of (Governor Henry) Hamil-

£

; ton’ R .

At the site of thi¢ victory-in Vincennes, Indiana, a grateful nation
dedicated in 1936 the George Rogers Clark National Memorial, an
imposing tribute” to Clark’s courage and leadership @ . . and an
ins’Firing, example of what can be accomplished. by "‘a few men
well-conducted.” bl : -
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Documents Study Room

The rnatenals in the Documents Study Room were prepared by th
Indiana Historical Society. -

'*Haimltan SSurfendEratFt Sac' le’”” by lndlanapa is-Born AR .
illustrator Frederick Coffay Yohn (1,75 -1933). Exe;uted asa. e
cover for the Yauth's Companion. - S .

(#29) -

Father Pierre Gibault —
a{tist unknown (#23)




Loaned Matena.ls and
- Special Exhlblts

We wish to thank the following institutions, organizations and
individuals who are loaning historical materials to this exhibit. (If
items will not remain for duration, exhibit dates are shown Thos
illustrated in this catalog are keyed to the lender’s number.

T

CLA RPZ MATERIALS
-.. 1. The Filson Club
" Louisville, Ky.
(To 10/1/76)

2. Locust Grove, Hisimif -
Hom ndation, Inc. ’ (To ﬁ/ﬁ/?&)
Louisville, Ky. . 14. George L.-Compton, M.D.
(To 9/1/76) : . Tipton, In.
3. Mr. and Mrs. Charlés R. Stalkér " 15, My <. Noble W. Hiatt
; de, Cal, : Ii .
4. Mrz’ LL rge 5. Wheaton 16. Indiana Daughters of the
Pasadena, Cal. . American Revolution
f - (Stairwell exhibit changes
Aug. and Jan.)
) - } 17. &Eﬂtud\-;y Pioneer Memorial Assoc. -
WOODLAND INDIAN Harradsburg, Ky, ) '
MATERIALS : 18, Mrs. Jam = L Murmy, Ir.

5 Mllmn(. Chandler

f. Eranbﬂmk Imstitute of Science

Bloomtfield Hills, Mich. _ Ko
(BI27177) = 223/178) - 20. John Nixon 5

7. Dayton Museum of Natural Hl‘tnn Cambridge Ll“\ \Iﬁ‘ .
Dayton, Ohia . 21. Ralph W. Reid nily
(225i78 — B:25:78) - ’ ; Indianapolis

H. Flle Museum of Natural Hlsmr\ (To & l/??)

9.

istorical Society

10, Milwas Public Museumn
Milwa Wis.
(W27176 -2:23/77)

11. Richard A. Pohrt

»  Flint Mth 7 ) T ’ R
‘12, Science Mu eurmn of Mi’ﬁﬁu;um il PR o
St. Paul, Minn. 18th CENTURY FIREARMS
(B2717B-6:/1,79) ' ) . 24 Anonvmoiis
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 CONTEMPORARY
" AND VISUAL MATERIALS
25 George ]. Clingman

27. Mrs. Dorothea Houppert

" Indianapolis , . Indianapolis
‘# 26. Colonial Williamsburg 28. Embroiderer's
! Fﬂ" 'dahnﬁ Guild of America, Inc.

29. Indi

. Indianapolis
g
! ¥
, ART GA LERY SCH
1976 .
Feb. 25 - May 14 e
- A S(;gment of the Ohio River Valley
May 23 - Sept. 22
3rd Contemnporary Art Exhibit
- Oct-3-Jan. 16
American Heritage in Stitchery.
1977 ’
Jan. 23 - May 15
18th all Indiana Saltm of Phutnéraphy
May 22 — Sept. 17 :
4th Contemporary Art E‘ihlblt
Sept. 26 - Jan. 15 .
Circus Heritage in Indiana
- 1978 ‘
Jan. 22 — May 14 -
Fred C. Yohn, Indiana lllustmtur
Mav 21 - ‘%Ept 17
5th Ltmtuupumﬂ Art Exhibit
C - ';u-_‘pt 35— Jan: 14 .
Americana Hcrimgg _ (ﬂ;urgg
. 1979 - - -
Jan. 28 — May 14 B =
‘Wnterurlurs and Drawings
B7

L
n

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Indianapaolis Chapter
va Historical Bureau

[EDULE -

Harry Davis, artist

Indiana Artists -

“Embroiderer's Guild

. Ind. Photo Clubs'

Indiana Artists

- Robert Weaver, artist

*Fred Yohn, artist
lﬁdiaﬁa Artists

umptnn M D., Collector

"y

Paul |. Sweany, agtist =

. ;Dt'ﬁ'ﬂ'ﬁﬂi B
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'Indlzma State Museum Sgclety, Inc.

‘The Indiara State Museum Society, Inc., was founded in Apnl of .
1967 to assist in the promotion and develgpment of the Infliana State
Museum. This quarter of a million dollar exhibit is the most ambi-
tious project ever undertaken by the Snnet}r and the following
individuals have played major roles.in making it a reallty

OFFICERS AND DIRECTOKS Mrs. Charles V. Reed ”
~ Jack B. Kammins, Pres. r var =
Don E. Shafer V P, Mrs. Thomas'H. Thompson :
. B : Matthew E. Welsh .- R
Mrs. Charles V. Reed, Sec. CarlH. Armstrong
Carl H. Agmstrong, Exec. B R
F‘\Eldm L. Alig o  HISTORY ADVISORS
Mrs, Jess €. Andrew, Jr. - . L G’!'rg& Blake, Fh.D.
Dr. 1. George Blake ) L : .Donald F. Carmony, Ph.D.
Alembert W, Brayton, I11 *Righard H. Gemmecke, Ph.D.
Mirs. Ralph B. Coble Hubert H. Hawkinsg P
Wayne Guthrie I George M. Waller, Ph.D, (-
Arthur R, Hanje . L o !

. Earl]. Lynn ’ EX-DIRECTORS 1973-75 ) .
Mrs. Robert McDougal . Robert C. Braun’ Co - -
Edward B. Newill Jack C. Brown )
Mrs. James E. Noland Mrs. S. P. Davidson . . .
KurtF. Pan s Dr. George W. Geib . ¢
J. Edward Ransell *Dr. Richard H. Gemmécke .

F. NDblL‘ RDpkE\ - Mrs. Noble W, Hiatt ., -
Dr. Fredefick L. Hovde '
ferbert A. Huene |
: Mrs E. Havens Kahlo
Mrs. Irwin P, Eba‘i g ne E. MeCormick
Chmn. Museum Volunteers Charles R. Meyer
’ ‘George A, Rieder .
P 1 ‘ . Rex Shields, Jr.
o Earl C. Townsend, Jr.
,l h B. CohlE Co-Chmn. .
rs. mF::s E. Noland, Go-Chmn. Mrs. John H. Warvel .
an E Eahah r, Exhibit ‘_DJH'L&th . STAFF » ’

* Mrs. E. Havtﬁ; Kahlo - Betty LeMastLr Dfﬁf; Mhr T e
Jack B. Kammins
Gene E, McCormick Aﬂ -1’5 CU.Dfdmﬂt“r
Edward B. Newill ‘ *Deceased
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= Indlana State Museurn

, The Indlana State Museum was - created DFfuzlally in 1869 when

_ several collection cabinets assigned to the State Geulcglst were set
*-aside for Civil War traphles and mementoes. However, it was not

+ . until 1967, when the museum was installed in'a permanent home '

with a full time professional staff, that the develcpment of a fully

accredited museum began.

The present museum structure, which was fully reatured and
adapted for museum purposes, is listed in the National Register of
Historic Places, -and is the former Iridianapolis City Hall. Built of
Indiana llmE‘StDﬂE, it is recognized as one of the finest examples of
Early 20th century public architecture in the state.

»  TheState Museum j Is speclﬁcally charged with the preservation and
mterpretanon of the natural and cultural history of Indiana. It is a
. free facility, supported by public funds. Volunteers staff a tour
s+ program, and operate book and gift shops which feature items
: pertinent to the state. é?peﬁ Monday through Saturday, 10-4)

The Indiana State Museuni is administered by the Indiana Depart-
-ment of Natural Resources, quEr the Division of Museums and

Memorials. L

OtisR. Bowen, M.D. Museumn Department Heads
Governer of Indiana A Diarfe Alpert, Collcctions

Johmr A, Hillenbrand, 11 . * Jan Finney, Education
Chmn., Natural Resources ‘Mary Jane Meeker, Res 1LIZFLII

Commission - ', Albert McClure, Maintenanee

Joseph D. Cloud David McLary, E\iubxts

Director, Dept. of Natiral Resources Ronald Tapp, Security

John T. Costello, Deputy Director
Dept. of Naturaé Resources

Carl H Armstrong, Director
Indinrfit State Museum and
"Division of Muscums.and Bemorials
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Ex_lublt Dutreach ngrams

Filmed Tour of Genrge’ logers Clark
Blcentenmal Exhlblt . :

L L = . " 5

NQRTHWEST

(28 min., sound and cnlor 16 mm. film o= v1deo tape cassette)

Available free on loan, or for purchase at cost

Produced by the Indiana State Mugeum Society; as ar extension of
the Exhibit, for use by LQI‘anlLlI’llt‘y "groups, schools, and television -
stations thrnughaut the state, this film will be availablé inthe Spring -
- of 1976 through- local llbrary film dnﬁmnns or the Indiana. State
Museum. N

Primary and 'Secondary School Teachmg Units-
and Film Stnps : , .

The ﬁr*;.t comprehensive teaching units ever prepared on the subject .
"of George Rogers Clark and the Revolutionary War penﬂd inthe Old
Northwest. Funded by the Museum-Society and developed by pro-
fessional educators under the direction of John A, Harrold, Social
Studies Consultant, Indiana Department of Public Instruction, 120
West Market Street, Indianapolis,’ 46204. For Further information,
contact the Curriculum Division. . :

: Graup Tours

All schools are required to schedule group tours a minimum of two

weeks in advance with the Museum’s Education Department, Con-
ducted tours for gruups of 15 or more persons are also available by
prior arrangement. Unscheduled groups may be delayed admission
if a scheduled tour is in progress. Thgre is no Lharge

“C’Qmmemﬂratwe History of the Gecrge Rogers Cla ,:k
‘ Bicentennial Exhibit” . :

ThIS 1lluatf;\tcd narr*itln; hxsturv DF Geurge Rﬂéer% Clark and the
“t The



