
a.

DOCUMENT RESNME

ED 139 268 FL 008 572

TITLE Guidelines for Proficiency Testing in Foreign
a' Languages.

INSTITUTION Chicago Board of Education, In. Dept. of
Curriculum.

PUB DATE Apr 75
NOTE 41p.; Not available in hard copy du to marginal

legibility'of original document

EDRS PRICE MF-$0.83 Plus Postage. HC.Not Available from EdiRS.

nESCRIPTORS Criterion Referenced Tests; Cultural Education;
Curriculum Guides; High Schools; *Language
Instruction; *Language Proficiency; Language Skills;
*Language Tests; Listening( Comprehension; Reading
Comprehension; Secondary Education *Second Language
Learning; Second Languages; *Testing; Writing
Skills

TnENrIFIERS Illinois (Chicago).

ABSTRACT
These guidelines provide information about a program

implementing State of Illinois legislation whereby school boards are
illpowered to grant one unit of:foreign language credit to students

exhibiting proficiency in a language other than English. The guise
describes_the types of students who ,are eligible for the program and
th3 procedures for implementation of the program in the-.Chicago .

public schools. Information is given concerning criterion-reference&
proficiency tests, and specific objectives are provided for the
dev=looment of test Items in the skill areas of language instruction:
listening, speaking, reading, writing, and culture. Sample test items
ar given in English to illustrate each objective. A bibliography is
also provided. (Author)

Documents -acquired by ERIC include many informal unpublished *

* mat?rials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort *
* to 'obtain th best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal *

* r?producibility are often encountered and this affects the quality *

* of thc microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERI: makes available
* via the ERIC Document Reproduction S?cvice (EDRS). EDRS is not
* r?sponsible for the quality of the originkl document. Reproductions *
* supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original.
*********************************************************************

OF



gaideb,ii&

PROFICIENCY TESTING
. g

"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS COPY-
'RIGHTED MATERIAL HAs BEEN GRANTED BY

t Wea.-f;SC, [C,ClU'L

6j.le CA)
TO ERIC AND ORGAIVIZATIONS OPERATING
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE NATIONAL IN-
STITUTE OF EDUCATION. FURTHER REPRO-
DUCTION OUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM RE-
OUIRES PERMISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT
CAN AT.ER '

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.
EDUCATION & WELFARE
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

EDUCATION

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO-
OUCE0.EXACTLY AS RECEIVEO FROM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN-
ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS
STATEO 00 NOT NECESSARILY REPRE-
SENT OFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EOUCAVON POSITION OR POLICY

BOARD OF EDUCATION
CITY OF CHICAGO

2



Guidelines for

PROFICIENCY TESTING

in Foreign Languages

4.

JAMES F. REDMOND

General Superintendent of Schools (Acting),.

BOARD OF EDUCATION



sc.

Copyr1,3ht 1975
Yoard of Ea..catio.1
o:
City of ChicaEo
.CilicaLot Illiuois

Q



'CONTENTS

Foreword v

Acknowledgment

Committees of.Test Writers and Test Proofreaders ix

General Information 1

Application for Proficiency Test for Credit
in Foreign Language 4

EXcerpts frOm the School Code of Illinois 5

The Criterion-Referenced Proficiency Test 7

Definition 7

Development, 8

Basic Mastery Levels for Level I Foreign
Language 11

Grammatical Structures and Vocabulary 11

Topical Vocabulary List 12

Sample Tests in the Skill Areas and Culture . 15

Listening ,15

Speaking 18

Reeding 22

Writing 25

Culture 29

References 33

5



FOREWOIW

In the last decade, the need to recognize early language learning
taking place outside of the traditional classroom setting became
quite apparent, as did the need to realize that instruction in the
language and folklore of many ethnic groups has for years been
taking p/ace in a variety of settings within the home and community.
These needs developed insour highly pluralistic society as community
ethnic groups voiced an interest 'andidesike to identify with their
cultural aad langvage background,and to become'involved, in a most
positive way, in the everyday functioning of the school.system and
the community at large. The schools have a responsibility to work
with the community in developing and.maintaining a wholeSome self-
image and self-identity of the studelits.

It is hoped that the Proficiency Testing Program for Foreign
Language Credit will instill an interest and a desire in the students
to take pride in their lenguage and cultural fleritage:

The following materials have been prepared tb reinforce the desire
of the schools tq_ develop among the students a positive sense of
self and group identity* We hope that these materials will be
useful to school administrators, foreign language staff members,
and guidance personnel in developing a meaningful credit-by-
examination.program.

JAMES .F. REDMOND

General Superintendent of Schools (Acting)
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c.

GUIMAL INFORMATION

The Division of Foreign Languages, Department of Curriculum,

Chicago public schools, is implementing the S-Cate of Illinois

Senate Bill 209, which mnends the School Code of Illinois to .

permit school boards to grant one year of foreign language

credit to students exhibiting proficiency in a language other, than

Ehglish; This unit of credit,will be applicable toward graduation

after the student comPletes,the second year or next level of

proficiency in the target language. The former.policy of the

Chicago public schools permits only advanced placement in a

language offered in the high'schools and is based on proficiericy

or placement in special classes for native speakers.

Students who apply for credit by examination and wh6 demon-

strate mastery in a language other than English will be programmed

into a target language class of the next level of proficiency if

that language is offered in the high school, or programmed into

an independent study program if that language is not offered in

the high school in which case-the student will meet two or three

times a week with a native-speaking tutor/resource person for

further instruction in the target language.

,

The student who applies for credit by examination through

the high school guidance counselor or the elementary school

adjUstment teacher may come from one of the following language

backgrounds.
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The student--

--iS a native speaker of the language who has lived in the

United States only a few months and just *enrolled in a

local Chicago public high school

--graduated from elementary school in the United:States

o
and speaks, with family members and his peers, the target

language .

7graduated from a local elementary school, speaks the

target language at home, and has attended for a number Of

years a Saturday morning, a Sunday morning, or an aftenoon

'community ethnic language school

--is a member of a military family who have lived abroad

for a number,of years, and graduated from a United States

armed services elementary sChool

--has spent a number of years in the' FLES program.

Any student who is or will be officially enrolled in the

Chicago public high schools before the first day of a test period

may take the proficiency test for credit. Graduating eighth

graders may be considered as preenrolled high school,students

and are eligible to take 'the proficiency test in May at the receiving

, high school.

Elementary school students who do not wish to take the examination 0

for credit may be placed, on the recommendation of the FLES or

'nonquota language teacher and on the approval of the high school'

foreign language otepartment chairperson,,without'credit at the next

11
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tevel of proficiency in the target language. The Department of,

Curriculum, Division of Foreign Languages, has'prepared guideline6

for standards of proficiency, has located,commercially available

tests that mgy be used to determine proficiency, has set up a

proficiency testing program in the high schools With tutor/resource

perwns in languages which are not commonly taught in tke curriculum,

And has assisted the high school foreign language departments

throughout the city in setting up proficialcy testing programs, for

the la?Iguages which.are commonly-taught in the schools.

Foreign language dopartment chairpersons may refer to the

following list of commercial proficieny tests which may be used

in testing students in the local schools:

ALA Coo ative Foreiy L e Tests. (French, German,
an, uss an, p s ev . Princeton, N.J.:

Educational* Testing Service, Cooperative Test Division,

1964.

sleur Modern Forei e Proficienc Tests. (French,
rman, penis ev ew ror : Ifarcourt, race.& World

Inc:, 1967.

fb is estimated that there are more than 80 ethnic groups in

the Chicago area, many of wh-om teach their languages in &mmunity'

schools. Since many of the ethnic languages are not taught.inthe

Chicago public schools, it has been necessary to develop proficiency

tests for the:languages that are not a part of'the curriculum and

to iiriplement a testing program for these languages on 'a city.wide

basis, It is=anticipated that the testing program will'be conducted

three times during the year: inSeptember, January, and May.

12



APPLICAISON FOR PROFICIRNOT TEST FOR CREDIT IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Name of agplicant

middle

ElementanAigh School Thar in school, nt Nber
- Home address

mmter street' lay 'i61"6."'"Zip 26'
Language for which ettvlent is requeeting credit breacardnatio

SM. Is Guidance aounselor*a Certification of Enrollment

Graduating/Graduated fro;

aocreated elementary school locatIon
Preeently enrialled(ing) School

Lammas 'betApplied for

Todaes date ....guidance counselor
Signature of

STIP II: Approval of Deparment Chairpeason

Permission is granted to take the Proficiency Teat for Credit in Fbreign
Language, The following meaner is 'appointed to receive test materials
and to admizriater the tout: Full name of language teacher

Sigaature of
*darts date department chairperao

nzp Ifs Approvul tent Principal in Charge of Pro

Remarks

itdayle date aseistant principal

Not

Signature of

==:1
IVI Return the aim end ;ink copies of the application, (yellow copy

is for the student) to the guidance counselor and confirm the date, time,
and place of the examinati'ons Attach a recent 3 z 5 identification photo
to each copy of the applications

TO ;MR mamas The student must present to you-his copy .of the applice
tion 'homing that be has properly applied to take the Proficiency Teat
Credit in Foreign Language.

Department c..t CraTiculuu 13 Recent photoDivision of lbroign Languages
of student .Proficiency .Testing Program
3" x 5"CBE Form I 5 May 1975



EXcerpts from
The School Code ofj14nois

_Senate Bill 209 reads as follows: 4

"Be it enacted by the People of the Stateof Illinoisl.Represented in
the General Assembly:

--"Saotion-1-.---Section-1-22.43-is-added_to the 'The School Code,'
approved March 18, 1961r as amended, the added Section to read as

' follows:

"Ch. 122, new pai'. 10-22.43)

"Section Z?-22.43. (Credit for Proficiency in Foreign Language.), To
grant one year of high school foreign language credit to apy student
who has graduated from an ascredited eleMentary school and who can
demonstrate proficiency in a language other than English. Proficiency
shall be determined by academic criteria developed by persons teaching
foreign languages in the high school to be attended or by standarized
foreign language achievement tests.

SYNOPSIS: (Ch. 122, adds. new par.)

"Empowers school boards to grant one year of high school foreign
language 6edit to those students who can demonstrate proficiency in a
foreign language.

"Starting with Sesame Street and continuing into the primary and upper
grades, pupils today are learning foreign languages at an earlier age

.and with greater demonstrated capacity than ever before. Many
elementary schools offer foreign language instruction as part of the

, regular curricula. Community ethnic centers offer young persons the
opportunity to exercise andimprove their skills in after-school hours.

"The bill does not require school boards to grant credit for proficiency;
it empowers them to do so if they desire. For instance, for those high
°schools which have strong articulation programs with the local elementary
schools, ths credit could allow the student to enter an'advanced program.
He would halm added incentive to do well. Granting of credit-would also
discourage well prepared students from sitting through a class for which
he is over-qualified.".
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THE CRITERION REFERENCED PROFICIENCY TEST

Definition

In view of recent developments in individualized instruction, the

traditional approach of comparing a student's performance wfLth that of

7

his peers is not enough. This is especially true where the results are
1_

used to make a decision about the 'student's future in foreign language

instruction. Criterion-referenced tasts-(CRT) measure the skills

acquired as a result of traini% or enrichment against a fixed, job-

oriented or course-oriented standard. For example, as part of the CRT

the student listens once to a thrte-minute passage in the-foreign lan-

guage containing numbers in various forms. The student,is required to

write down as many of these numbers as possible. The criterion cutoff,

or fixed standard, is 75 percent of the numbers written ciSrrectly. All

scores of 75 percent or'greater are termed passing, all others not pass-

ing.

Proficiency tests measure the degree of competency possessed by an

individual in a field of knowledge or:a skilI, r,)gardless-of the source

from which he acquired it.

The criterion-referenced proficiency, tests are used to distinguish

imastery or nonmastery of certain criterion behayiors rather than to

.differentiate individuals in a-group. The function of these tests is

to allow the student tO answer correctly if he has mastered the crite-

rion behavior represented by the test item; The student who demonstrates

mastery of certain behaviors passeethe test.

-;
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The Proficiency Test for Credit in ForLIgn Lnguz.ge contains skill

testing activities which are 1-wed on the instructional content of the first-

0

year language course'in the Chicago public high schools. This test is

intended to measure the student's acquisition of that content.

This statement indicates that.the test must cover a wide spectrum of

measurement concerns and testing techniques. The beginning stages of foreign.

language_instruction invo1ve the presentation and thapractice of small

linguistic units in rather artificial settings. Examples of this include the

aural,discrimination of speech sounds cl.n a singlesyllablp,or singleword

contextp the repetitive practice z,.f a particular aspect of morphology or

syntax; and the reading of short, vocabularycontrolled sentences and phrases.

The proficiency test at this level is a highly detailed, highly

structured test whose primary measurement purtose is to determine whether or

not the student has acquired specific sound discriminations or grammaticala

patterns.

Development

The development of proficiency tests for use in basic language courses

requires cloee consideration of the reallife, languageuse goals of the

instructional program. Level I foreign language programs in the Chicago

public high schools develop more than the "tourist abroad" competence in the

language which includes languageuse situations such as ordering meals, making

purchases, tas1dng directions, or making travnl arrangements. The programs

guide language students in developing a basic ability and competence in

reading and writing of the target language and in developing an awareness of

16



and appreciation for the target culture in measuring these competencies.

The development of a qvality aasessment instrument is a step-by-step

process that demands an expert knowledge of the subject matter (by the test

writer), a full understanding of the etatidtical and testing concepts (by

the tests and measurements expert), the experience and judgment of someone

relatively familiar with both foreign language acquisition and psychometrics,

and the coordinated functioning of these individuals as a team.

In the preparation of a structured Proficiency Test for Credit in Foreign

Language, the test writct öId
P

research and stUdy the kind of structured problems in the target
language needed on the test

9.

prepare a list of structured items, describing separately the recognition
and the production prOblems

select utterances, phrases, and sentences containing the structured.
problems to te tested on a multiple-choice item basis.

4
write the items,in the target language and inptructions in EngIi3h for
each part of the test

record on tape in the target language the listening comprehension and
speaking tests

adMinister the experimental test to native speakers of the language
being tested; edit items on the basis of the native:speakers'
performance

administer the revised experimental test to a representative sample
of.students for whom it is intendedCedit and arrange items on the
basis of the students' performance

reproduce the test.for wider,use in collecting norms

establish standards for the test,

review the improved form of the test

type and print the test,for'administration to test applicants

17
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score and'grade the test

study, revise, and do basic task analysis of each test item

revise and rewrite items where necessary.

It is recommended that the test developers specify, Prior to writing

o
the test, the types of languageuse Situations to be included in the test.

The test writerhould consider the degree of emphasis and importance of

each situation to be used in the test. The degree of smoothness, accuracy,

and overall naturalness of the student's performance.should reflect the...

standards established in the guidelines,

18
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BASIC MASTERY LEVELS FOR
1

,LEVEL I FOREIGN LANGUAGE

At the end of Leirel I foreign language instruction in the Chicago public,

high schcols, the student is expected to have mastered and established a
a

basic foundation in vocabulary and grammatical structures.

The Proficiency Test for Credit in Foreign Languages, developed by the

Departmerit of Curriculum, Division of Foreign Languages, is based on the

folloWing7areas-ot-gr9mmar and-"MC abularyr as- established im-the curriculum-

guideor-FrenchI, Spanish; German, Russian, and Latin, published by the

Department of Curriculum Board.of Education; City of Chicago andthe

guidelines for foreign languages of the State of Illincis Office of Education.

S vocabaur

Adjectives

number
gender
simple agreement
22sition
common descriptive adjectives
exclaMatorv

Adverbs

common adverbs
interrogatives

definite
indefinite

Structutns

interrogatives
possessives
demonstratives_

Negatives

simple examples
placement

Nouns

number
gender
positioz

Eymbers

cardinals, s - 1000
ordinals, 1st - 100th
common arittmdtical cxpressions

Pronouns

subject
direct object
indirect dbject
prepositional object

19
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Tlme expreaspno

tailing time
days of the week
months, of the 'year

seasons of the year
age
dates

Verb stactures

present tense
.fOrmation of questions
commands
action Verbs

-.idioms with verbs
peat taw .

regular/irregular verbs

baja......12141eimae..Vot

74e following list represents,the minimum vocabulery tto be learned in

7Hbevel-l-foraign-language instruction. -The-liat-ii-diiided into appoint

topical areas. It rec

tests in the local schools refer,to the list and carefully study
.

the various topic areas beforwactually writing the test. ;Very topic need

notAie includeein the test but a eound representation of the grammar sr4

vocabulary should be included in the 'test.

Amueement2

leisure-time activities, such as movies, sports, reading

comMont:ypes, suCh as horse, cow, mheep, chicken,Lducks, gmase, dog,
cat

Ada.vida

4mple dimansiona and problems such as addition utrtsaction,
multiplication, inchesi feet, ;eters, milee, killoetere

eZt

wakaota parte coneiierodAbasic and important

Pataing.

Comm= bt4ldinga6 such aa schools, houses, churches

2 0
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streets., various sections and neighbOrhoods of the city, parks

Classroom

areas ,of the room

items used in everyday instruc tion, such as book pencil, pen, paper,.

notebook

Clothinp

basic clothing worn by children, women, and men
and during different times'of thn year

Colors

basic color

Dtshes7andtahle settinPs7

utensils used at'.meal time,
knife, fork, spoon, napkin

Family and friends

c.liffere!It., 5:itc.ations

suCh or-

4

the immediate family and,c1oae. relatives

friends

Food

basic starches, Meats, fruits,

meals of the day

Furniture

sauc6r,

vegetables, and beverage,:i

. most frequently used furniture in the home and scl;o01-
N
Health

conditio s such as:mell, sick

Materials

common substanceS ,s1;ch as gold, iron

%-

21
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Nations and their respective languages

names such as United States of America, India, Guatemala, China, Korea,
Luxembourg,

common languagcs at this level referred to in everyday conversation or
classroom sitioations, such as Russian, German, Chinese-, French, Spanish

Nature

weather

names of trees, plants

Professions and occupations

common namesauch_as--cloctor-,---1-awyeri----teacher

Shops and stores

--names Of-the-most-common Shops and stores

School

common terms; such as teacher, student, learn, listen, read.

Time

days of the week-

months

national and religious holidays

seasons

2 2
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SAMPLE TESTS IN THE SKILL AREAS
AND CULTURE ,

In keeping with guidelines established at the national and state

levels, and consistent with the foreign language curriculum publications

of the Department of Curriculum of the Board of Education of the City of

Chicago, the Foreign Language Proficiency Testing Program is based on

the four skill areas of language instructionlistening, speaking, _----------------
readingL and writingplus a fifth areal ttlturo. Diroctionsjor d17

parts of the examination al4e to be given in English.

_

Listening

(20 minutes recommended)

Proficiency-in the skill of listening will-include distinguishingt,

the features of the phonetic system of the target language, retention

of what is said, and comprehension of the spoken word. Comprehension

will include recogpition of stress and intonation patterns as well as

of vocabulary and structure. The student will demonstrate proficiency

in these subskills of listening by recognition ofjhonemic differences

in the target language, by recognition of theintonation patterns,

by retention of phrases and sentences, by responding orally to visual

stimuli, and by selecting an appropriate response or rejoinder to an

oral question or statement. It is recommended that this part be

recorded and administered in a language laboratory. The student should

be provided with an answer sheet with'only the letter symbols (a,b,c),

not any written test items. He should-respond by marking the letter

.corresponding to the appropriate answer.

23
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2:scific Objectives

A. Tho student will demonstrate, with 75 percent accuracy, th.6 ability
to recognize phonemic differences in.the target language by selecting

. from three alternatives the word that contains a different sound.

Sample

You will hear three words. 'Listen carefully and darken-the space
that corrcponds to the word which is different._

heatII-heat c. hit a. mat b. .met c.mat sit b. set c. sit
correct response: c -Correct response: b Correct roJponso! b

.

It is recommended that this.port consist of at least 10 items.
These items will include the more common and troublesome phonetic
differences of the target lanLuage.

D. -The student will demonstrate?, with 75 percent accuracy, the ability
to recognize intonation patterns 'of the tal.-7;ct language by selecting
theL_resimnse, that depicts the intonation pattern of either a.question or
statement, as roquested

You will hear lOtest items consisting Of-thi-ee phrases. iston
carefully to each item and darken the correspondinL space that
incatcs either a question or a statement, as requested in each
item.. 4.

Look for a question!

a. Co to the store.
b. You are going to the store?
c. You 'ar,o going to the store!
Correct aespbrise:

Loolc for a statement!

a._ Look for the book!
b. Shc is looking for the book?
c. She.is loking for the book.
Correct response: c

(.1

It is recommended that this part consist of a combination oT at least
10 question/statement test items.

2 4



C. The student'will demonstrate, with 75 percent accu:Acys,retention
oritrases and sentenCes by selecting from three alternatives the most
plausible response.

Samnle

You will hear two sentences. Listen carefully to determine
whether-the.sentences are the same or different. Darken the space
next to a if the'seniences are the same, or next to b if the--
sentences are different.

He is leaving at noon.
He is leaving at midnight.

2. If I had a thousand dollks, I W ldThiir an automobile.
If I had a thousand dollars, I weuld buz, aft automobile.

Correct responses bl a

It ia'.recommended that this part consist of at lecst 10 items.

D. The student ulll demonstrate, with 75 percent accuracy, the ability
to retain information given in the targdt language by selecting from
three alternatives the'picture that corresponds to.a phrase or sentence.

Sample

You wi4 hear a phrase or sentence. Select from thb'three
pictures the one that corresponds to the phrase or sentence,:
and darken the corresponding space.

a. John studieu three hours evory night.lv

Iroweemmormar

-Baby
crying

a .

Correct responses c

25

soy-
_studying
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b.

rt

0411 to epend the aummer,vacation at the seashoXe.'.

Correct responses b

eNvo.
Girl waitlImg

with baggage
at train
station

It is recorsnonded 'that thie.part ccxisist of at least 10 increasingly
difficult phrases or sentences.

Es The student will demonstrate, with.75 percent accuracy, the ability
to understand the vocabulary and structure of the target language by
selecang an appropriate reeponse (ir re3cinder to an oral question or_
statement!

will hear a sentence spoken; after a slisht pause you willhear three or tour additional sentences.. From theme sentencesaeleCt the one that completes<the thought or cont&nues the,
coPversation Along the same lined.

,lo He woad like to eat AWM6
a. The dtorY,soundt terrific.
b. He is very hungry.,
c. Jeanne likes him vdrY much4,

Correct responses b

.2..At What time are you going tip the movies?
a. It is very cold outside,
b. /- plan to leave at six o'clock.

Xtlanix o'clock.

Correct reeponaes.b

mor.

It...ie.:recommended that this *Ix*, consiat of at least 10 sentencee andquestiona of inoreaeing diffiCulty.

gpeakina

(10 minutes recommended)

The etudent will demonetrate knoWledge inpeonunciation.4ntonation,.
,

anddpeiktng.the targ4 language byresponding orally to spoken cues, by

26



reaponding orally to oraa_er taped questions" by orally summarizing,or

describing selected materials, and by carrying.en an original conver-

sation based on picture cues or oral suggestions.

The format of the speaking test is optional. The speaking test may.

be conducted as an informal-interview-or recorded_for administration

in a language lab.

ausIJILAttalma

A. The student will demonattate, with 75 percent accuracy, km:a:ledge
of the pronuniiation and ..,,mtonation patterns Of thettarget lemgmago by
reacting to visual stimmli or by mimicking a nativeapeaker.

agonemic features to be evaluated will bc_preddtorrained and
fied by the test writer before constructing or selecting the

passage. The student wiill be rated on a two-point scale.

Repeat the sentence
those which cdntain

Teesday le the

SuladaY111E71
What day is toda

Today 1,21,1i,

after ei
the s4mnde

second dey
est day of
.y?

(mimicry) (Underlined words.are
to be tested.)

of tte week.
tat wemk.

In this peat:age, the following. sounds and intonation.patterns are
being evaluatea:

. AtialeMs, in Ae§aturdAY

It is recommended,that this ort consist of at least five phrases made
up of at least 10 sound and/or intonation patterns to be tested.

B, 4iven oral questions.in the target lenluage, the student will
exhibit, with 75 percent accuracy, the atillity to create an original
response Whiehle specific and logical, wing an appropriate pattern
,korm dealing wlth the foIloWing tonics:

LI
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age.

name
*me address
time
greetings
weather.
.parts of the body and'clothing
members of the family

' colors
days of the week, maths of the.year and seasons
meals of'the day
cardinal nuMbers 1 to 1000

Sample

You will hear a number.of questions. Respond affirmatively or
negatively Kith a complete answer in the target language. Make
your response as.brief end as-precise as possible.

Cues Is John doinghis work?

esponset Yes, John is doing his work..

Ctel ,Is yOur name Jean?

Responses Yes, My name is Jean.

It is-retommended 4hat this part consist of at lea4t 10 questions
that require an affirmative.or negativfsrpponse.

G. Given visual stimtli, the student will demonstrate, with 75 percent
accuracy, the ability to describe, in a short conversation with rejoinders,
most 'of the action taking place in each picture.

'Look carefully at the following pictures and describe in yeur own
words the action-in each picture.

Make your response as-precise as possible and limit it strictly to
the content of each picture,
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Early morning activities
before breakfast at the home
of a family of three-- father,
mother ? and son;,

Variety of breakfast foods
pn the table

a

Boy on way home fron school .

with friends

,

Boy at schdOl with his
friends--other students
playing games on playground

C",

Evening activities at home at
dinner time father, mother, and
son at dinner table

Variety of foods on the table.

21

1

ci

" This-part of the SpeakinE; test will test the student on choice'of
vocabulary,.u2e of structures, and fluency of delivery.

It.is recolilln ended that this part_oonsist of four pictureo.

! 1

D. The student will demonstrate knowledge of speaking by orallj describin
a given picture or pictures, with 75 percent accuracy of vocabulary,'

pronunciationt intonation, structure, and fluency.

2 9
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Samtle.

Isook at the (prqparcd)picture. 4nd establish an original conver-
sation based on the details in it. Youyill have three minutes.

This paft of the speaking test will test the student's choice of
vocabulary, pronunciation intonation, use of structure,,and
fluency of delivery while establishing an original dialogue.
It is recommended that tas.part consist of one diagonally
piCture that is made up of two, Separate illustrations d2pidting
related action, such as. a picture of.father and mother-talkinl on
the telephorl in two locations,

P'eaLUZ

20 minutes recommended)
. .

Prolidency in the'skill of read.ing will include demonlit'ration of

knowledge of tho graphic representation of the tal-get language, of an

active and passive vocabulary, of structure, and of comprehension of the

target language without recourse :to'English. The student will

demonstrate proficiency in these areas by selecting correct graphic,

wmbols;.by compg.eting sentences or phrases with the-most approprIaLe
,t

word, phrase, idiomatic expression, or-grammatical structure; and by

.respondipg to written quetions based on ,6leoted reading passages.

A- Given a number of incomplete sentences or phrases, the-student
will thr.moostrate reading knowledge by selecting, with 75 percent
accuracy, frora--thrt;o alternatives tho word that is graphically correct.

I would liKe go home.

a. two
b. to
c. too

Correct response:

7bis part of the reading teat will test the student's ability.to
.tecOgrize 6orrct graphiC symbols in the tsrget language. It is
recommended that this part consists of seyen test items.

3 0
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F. Given a numJer inc.vplete sLtences.r,phrases, the student
will den:.nstrate reading knwledEe selectinE, with 75 percent
'accuracy, the Tv.rd. CT phrase that :7.,cst apprcpriately coLipletes each
sentence,

.c7,nnle

the f.ollowinr,_; phrases and select the word (s) that -rKt

a:.pr'.priately conplete(s) the.thc.ught.

I w:uld like t: drink

5, scie
c. sone mrk

Correct response...

2. Jiimy upes to.sleep ;Decau3e he

a, likeS candy
I). is tired
c, is eating

Correct respprr3e: 7.)

It is rec.)mmended that thiS part consist 2 seven test items. This

part '.;he speaking test will test the,student7s ability to recpEnize
cirrect gra:::natical structures and'incaulary, .

. .

C. Given a numer of -written state:Jents and three or four alternatives
f,r each, the student will der=strate knmledge of v,:cabulary by
selectin the statehent that 7.,est c.:)ntinues the th!_mEht_of a preceding
first sf2tement,- The-student will de.17nstrate, with 75 percent accuracy,
knowledL.e.if w.caprlary.

ilead the-f:)llowinE state:lents and darken the c=espondinr; space
-2 the stateLtent that r.cst approriately continues the th(,flEht
the first statenent.

The eleVatcr is full,

a. there is an enipty chair
It is necessary t, take the escalat-r,

c, The closet is ve-lp.rge.

C;:rrect resp,-nse
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2, What tgrrible weather,

a. Lock t it rainj
b.7 He P.reF there every day:
C. Tt Is .L.'eaciy three o'clock.

Cor-re:.t.-response:

It isreconlaended th:-.t this is.rt c,nist .oZ seven tot. items.

D. Thn sturlent t11 emenst7:,7te, with r:5.7.)el7cent accuny, knowlee nf
selectinj the 1:..ozt :ecronce to.a

oucFtions da:kenin,-; t1.e ccr-
Ke.71-;on.-77:re,

1. buy 1,1e r

:es, I :.i1i buy Illyeelf a co.=.t.

b. Yes', I will bu:r you a
c. Yes, you will hay me a

rol-rect -respc:Lin: b

it is reCnmi-gendeC: thc:t this pal't consist of seven -tst items.

E. ven passae approrriate length e.nC"diff-L:ulty, and ,:luetions
on the p:LsSa.i,e, the .stni2ent rili clmonstrate; with.75 rereeut

ao'luracy, uoloTi.ehen::ion by gi-vinz; the cor.eot respin;,-.e to the
questions.

L.:ATple

L. the ancl. Questions selectihe moF:t
plaus11-)le :ces12onse. :sal-ken the,L,or:..csronf.in sraee.

Th ?. tn bee ve:y 1,:te 'last ni,Alt because
ti-ey on vcticl-t. The,chile-2en ou v_c.77tion

r.ehool been c.1%,f.ec'. .sinLo. June 2!4. Thus the
Lhileren ,Llo not have to ;:,-et (.1i21 thHy

cl to bee 1..cte'i

you.hf.ve re--,c3. the .7.bove and se.lect the
. :...eriprnse by 2.;-1.72,,,nin:.; t!le ETv.oe cf the

cllosen.

a. .,They .1.e sick.

b. T'hey on vnJtion.
c. They d'ic2 not s tn bee' l'Irt.leig;ht.

Co=ect t. res2Ctse: b
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It ie recommended that this part connist of four.reading passages an
alternatives for each.

yriting.

(20 minutes recommended)

Proficiency,in the skill of.writing will include demonstrating
knowledge of vocabularb'spellingt punctuation, and grammatical.structure.
by writing a spot dictation; by correctly punctuating unpunctuated
sentences; by making morphological Changes within a sentence; and by
creating original written sentences based on given topics.

Specific Objectives

A. Given a number of incomplete sentences,.the student will demonstrate
writing knowledge by selecting a word or words which correctly comPlete
the sentence.

§eatt
On the basii of the model, write tho word or phrase which correctly
completes the,sentence.

1. I see my hawse.
I set .

a. you
b. them
C. it

Correct response: it :

2. Chantal wants to go United Statea.

a. in the
b. to the
c. with the

Correct response: to the

3. He gives the book to Nary.
Re gives

a. it to her..
b. it to him.
c. them to her.

Corroct response: it to her.



It is rek.ommended that this part consist of five test items.

/-B. Civen a number_of sentences and-a singleeue for each one, the
student will demonstrate knowledge of grammatical structure by'rewriting.the sentence, making all necessary changes in nrmber, time, tense, andWord order.

Samvle

Rewrite the following
changes.

1.

Correct

2.

sentences as indicated And make-all necessary

The horse is in the field. (Make the underlined words
plurlE77-

response: The horses are in tllo fields.
4

The *pls will go to the movie's this afternoon. (MSke the
underlined words-Angular:) =

0.orrect response: The girl will go the movie this afternoon.

4amat

Rewrite the following sentences-in the tense indicated.

1. My mother and.fatherIvIltalas at 2 p.m. .(future)

Correct response: 'My mother andlather will leave at 2i).m.

It is recommended
that this part consist of five teat items.

C. The student will demonstrate knowledge of grammar and spelling,and- the use of key words aminatural expressions by writing a dialogueor a narrative based on written cues.

San_ jait

Write a complete conversation, using the cues logically, based onthe following skeleton dialogue. The key words are indicated inIn the skeleton dialogue. The key words aro-indicated in the

3 4
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1.

Skeleton Dialogue

John Nice dayl

Mary: Where?

John: Where?

Mary: Park/treesAlowers weather

John: Fine/when?

Model

Johns What a nice dayl

Mary: Would you like to go for a wa.31-, John?

John: Where would you like to go?

Maryg Since it's sunny and warm, let's walk through Bay View
Park. It has beautiful flowers and shady trees.

John: That sounds like a fine idea to me. Let's leave now!

The student is graded on appropriate use'of the key words, correct
ness of grammar and spelling, and naturalness of expression. ,

Itis recommended that this part consist of five test items.

fl. The student will exhibit knowledge of the sound system of the
target language, retain information, and demonstrate familiarity
with syntactical patterns of the target language by writing, with
75 percent accuracy, a spot dictation of apnrop?iate lenr,..:th and
difficulty.
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The teacher will read the following directions to'the students.
"In the following written senLencee, certain'words have been
omitted. YoU will hear each sentence read in its complete form.
Fill in:each space with the word or words you hear that correctly
complete the sentence."

.

.tvdent will read silently
41.174 fill-in ye blanks.

Three women are
sitting, in

tvtarianne has lo néd.

..
John soMelkol.....*

clothes.

My father and mother
at 8 p.m.varoorl..10.n. ol.0111.1111

We baseball

Teacher will read

alpud.. ..00MM
Thret: old women are
the room.

mariarne has learned

sitting in

the

:John bar bought some new
clothes.

14y father and mother will leave.
at 8 p.m.

We play baseball every
afternoon.

It is :r.c:;omlended that thio part consict of five sontencoo which eachcontain at lea-A two worc to b&tc.:ted,

The student is graded on the correct

E. Given a mmber of.unpunctuated written sentences, tile student will
demonstrate knowledge of the written lengrl&L c.A.:ture by-punctuating-
the sentenc'es, with at IswIt 75 Derceht accarooy.

It is, recomeel thit thi pet consist of oi.e para,7ap'n of a-,ypropriate
length ancl

'Snri"iP

Read and eorrectlypunctuate the following contonce3:

can you go do the beach with us.pb i don't think i can
why not'i do,''t have :-.:(bathin3 suit you can bl'v one this afternoon
no i Can't-first of .9.:VX i don't have any mon0Y_
haVe-bethe- moncy come to the beach-with 112

3 6



Itature

(20 minutes recommended)'

The student, will demongtrate a knowledge and'aPpreciation of the

target cultre by.selecting the most,plausible response to statatents

or questions about the culture." The statements'or questiorp 4111 be

about daily activities, social roles carried out by individuals in the

targei society, language end gestures used by individuals in different

social settings, different8modes of transportation end/Or livin:g

accemmodations used by poopae of various ecenomic means within the target

eulturel the means by which a family collects and consumes its daily

fbod, important historical events, and important.holidaysoelebrated by

the people oT the target culture.

A. Given a number of different social settings.and three alternate'
responses, the student Will.selectl'with 75 percent accuracy, the most
plausibIereeponse.

Sareeas

Read the following statements and select the,most plaUsible eesponse
for eph.

S.

1. Chris and Dawnl.both sixth 3radere:ee walleLz :leen the
etreet. 'They meet.their teeeher, who is going .shoripfuig.
The girls wave at him and say--

a. "Hi, Bill!"
b. "What's happening?"
c "Good morning, mr. Alexander."

GOrrect recnonSet

2. Itis Sunday eve441ng in Besancon and the soccer game is
very exciting. Cne of the playere on the home team makes
a serioue mistake. local crowd whistles leudly.
This indicates that they are--

a
a. cheering the player.
b* booing the player.

. CO showing approval of the food on eale'at the concession
stand.

-Correct responset b

37
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Jean-Pmult a student in a lyteet cribs subp "areatl Ws
"Thu4sdayl"

a. 'There is no school on ThursdRys,
b, Irt's.the 144 dgy oZ tha school tfask.
c. He ham only ana more dAy until the and of the

numico

Corrtx.t rttponze2 n

ta 'enotatiAesd that this part, consii4 of B6v611 tte, itetriP4

b. awn a tvtzuber of statements conterning%the rwiner in'uhich poople'-
at ,?-arious ocon=ic 1e161s or the target e.tultunt usedifTertnt modes of
tranoportatioa and/or living tccommodationoi the student util, with 75
pticent acturact1-7.aciact, from :eour alternati vem? the most pItoleible
re *lens e*

m

,

tng eiatements and. celect V116 wiat plAusible responas
ft sach

I, 'lir, K61'zi ty-Aier r zotxL cGalpalvD i;ocIt

hortiobarat
b, in a chnef..5m±i-6_rivaa (7,'&14 4

ff,.otE

Correct "f-b:::r.i0li0'.0 b

1-1.vbo u a irktiti Stmegal. Yam

=4,1 ttOrramztebldlcittie
ettae.wat.

C4 LNIA4/100

,Dinrnibt r.513ppnzet

It is 7.e.comn4vdaa that this 'part cOt.a6t Of .-4';:v tt iteri4;.

-C* Cavt.n a bi f Aatements or qutbtions ,Icnternina the histhrn
geograp4y, and impDrtant holidaye of the target country9 FTIO. iii ltorb.
natives, the t.tudent will aeltsctrwith 75 pgrcent accurszyi t-p.s =st
r1Ausieb1 e responste

lo The Lithuanian Indopendtnte ac d1rd on?--

ea Febrarirribir 191es
b4 February 180 3916,
c* January 31 194,
d. Febru&ry 16; 1919a -.

Correct response: a
38
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2. Select the capital that is not found in South Ameries,

a, San Diego
b. Bogota
c. Lima
,d. 'Caracas

Correct responses a

It ierecommended that this' pert consist 'of six test items.

D. ,OLven a number of mk4tiple chace quistiona °Oncoming the means by
which a family acquires and consymea its food, the etudent will select,
with 75 percent accuracy the moot plausible reaponeeS'

e latiaiat

Read the ilabywing statements and select

Jimmy, in American student from the
having supper with,a French family.
satisfied beuouse--

the most plausible responae.

United States, 1.6-
Hie thirst ia not

a. he was served milk with his meal.
b. he was Carved water with hia meal.
c. he was served wine with hits meal.
dm none or the above.

Correct responsei ,c

The Olivier family in Rimee,was at the table when Richard, their
, cousin from Harceilles, etopped by. He was surprised to find

them eating a meal, because it was--

a. 12 wan:
b. 3 p.m.
c. 6 p.m.
d. 12130 p.m.

Correct responses b

tt.,ta recommended that this part consist of six test items.
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