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An ESL (BEnglis)f as a S2cond Language) program has

begn s>t up for international 'students at a small, two-year collage

- for wom=2n, Immaculata Collzge, in Washington, D.C. It has been

.~ int=grated into the regular school curricdulum and th2 courses carry .

acajemic credit. Courses emphasize specific language skills. Spoken
Tnglish empasizes oral facility vith attention to jrammatical
structiare and pronunciatiog. Directed Discussion, for advancad
students, gives further practice in oral presentations and ,
iiscussions. Reading English emphasizes reading comprzhension 2ani tha
deval>pment of related study skills, including‘vocabnlary and reading

_ rats. Written English stresses‘syntax, idiomatic usaje, and the

-/ wechanics of writing compositions. Advanced Grammar reviews English
structure and gives.students practice with formal writing styles. - r
Listening with understanding is the focus of the Aural Comprzhension
course. Selected Problems in English is offered in the immersion ’
program jiast prior to the opening-of th= fall semestar and is
design=d to treat problems in various aspects, of the language skills.
Tt also sarves as a kind of orientation to .the American collzge and:
-educational system. An attempt is made throughout to provide stulents

wlgh.opportnnities to interact with Am=2rican students in ordar t>

- increase their cultural avarenass and anderstanding. (CFM) - ¢

' - . p , ’ '

S e T TP T T T TR PR R PP L LR AL L AL B S E L LS L S
"% - Docum2nts acquired by ERIC includie many informal unpublish=4 *
*.naterials'nOt available from other soarces. ERIC makes every effort *
* t> obtain the best copy available. Navertheless, it=2ms.of marginal ¢
»*% raproducibility are often encounterel and this affacts the quality
* »f the microfiche and hardcopy reproluctions ERIC makes available
x
x
x
*

K
*
via the ERIC Document Reproduction S=2rvice (EDRS) . EDRS is not ¥

" ra2sponsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions *
%

*

supplied .by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original.
KRR AR AR R KRR KRR KRR R AR R R KRR KRRk Rk R Rk R Rk bk k&




X ’ MTTRTN
. v, . i % \L“ e Ly -.._1.
S N ; . - ‘Q ',’ (W} -.‘ HR !
‘ ' * »,P ‘ - (%Y
. . Yo TN " o s ..br., '.\' LS :
: L | | » S FER kb

‘ : T . ¥ St .',4.'...
e \' ' "  . N.KF S.A . -}1'%‘
ST i wesopo

]
.. a
' ¢ ' LY
. . .&' .
e . s
. ¢ . , . « “
. < . \ .- v
h T v - » ) »,
: Ty ] o :
7 ' : . o ‘
3 . | . AN
d - . . s )
L3 E i : N
”~ . . [ ] L .
. i
L - ; . < 1. o
’ "y ¢ ‘-(‘ *
- l. 4 * ‘,k L. - ~
’ . *
) DEVELOPI}\G AN FSL PROGRAM IN A SHAL"L TWO—YEAR COLLEGE Co
» . . CARQLYN KLSSLER - . : . N
. The University of Texhs at San Antoaic
X > A .
4 N
i ) ' ’ N i ¢ . Ly
- o D .
A . - .-
- s -
. . . . . ’
L L
- ¢
1] * 3
[\ - . <~* ) ' : ..
Revised version! of a paper. presented at the ATESL ‘?ectlon of the 26th annual
& national conference ¢ the National Assoc1at10n for Foreign Student Affans,
- g
\1 Albuquerque, New Mexlco May 1974,
ENTOF HEALTH, : / .
_ . ) u.s. EOOEUFCA:T‘;:N N PARE g .
. L NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF . .
/ . L3 . , EOUCATION
e & AS BEEN REPRO-
! o &?Erﬁ?&it‘: :s RECEIVEL FROM 4
) THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION omc.ms-
RN ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPIN|0N' .
o 2 ¢TATED DO NOTY NECESSARILY REPRE¢ Lo .
. CENT OF FICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTEO . ' . . )
s - EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY -
o v . L ,
. . ‘./:i,‘.‘?\ . R ; \)
O ko S o
B . . , v ps
ERNIC -7 2 : 2



. AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT ~ ~  °  ° ° o

- ‘ _.0

" Dr. Carolyn Kessler is. A351stant Professor of L1ngulst1cs ‘and Engllsh as a b

Second Language at the Uﬂlver51ty of Texas at San Antonlo. Formerly D1rector/
4

of the ESL Program at Immaculata College of Washlngton, D.C., she has publls -

M
i
-ed in Lan e Learnlng, TESOU Quarterly, Geor getown Monograph Ser1es on Lang-
. P ; .
uages and/Linguistics 1niadd1t10n to her/own work, The Acqulsitlon QQ.Synbéx
o . A ' - /
in Bilingual Children. T . : B R N
n . ’.: . p ‘ .
'. . ) . ) o’
h-/' . ) . “ a . .
. J L )
.d - . l - . d . .
" > ~ .L g
o N / | ,
~ ;
| ; aRe
.,‘ t ; » ‘ “ .‘~ B
° L to
Ay I )
' h S » \0 : ) .1; .. 3 N
> _ ./‘E L
. . ' . Ly ,'.?.z-éf
N ¢ y oo g ,
) 4 o Nl T
¢ . , . . '
P Tty <3
~ . : 9 .. ~,
q&_ . &




. . <
i - . !

.DEVE%OPING AN ESL PROGRAM IN A SMALL TWO-YEAR COLLEGE
" . . . . ! .

Lo |
A -As many small colleges have witnessed an 1ncrease in the number-of 1nter—

4

T natlonal students apﬁlylng to or enrolllng 1n the1r 1nst1tutlons durlng the past

v

' few years, the Engllsh language needs have become 1ncreas1ngly problematlc. :

. 4

Students. often haveé nelther the money, time nor w1lllngness‘to delay taklng

. . .regular courses leadlng to the1r degrees.v’Many object to enrolllng,in an"
fintenslve course in Engllsh offered by large un1vers1t1es or' language insti-.

tutes. _This art1cle ‘TEPOTtS the dejelopment of both an 1ntens1ve and sem&—ln— S

N _ tens;ve'ESL program w1th1n the con q§t of a small two—year college.. The pro~

.gram was des1gned to be an 1ntegral part of the curr1culum, thereby maklng it

.

possible for 1n-com1ng 1nternatlonal students to enroll d1rectly in a college .

4 ‘.

program whlle at the same timé aéquiring or strengthenlng the1r Engllsh language

e [}

. Jskllls. The pattern of the program does not dlffer s1gn1f1cantly from that of

- many of the large w1ll~estab11shed Engllsh language institutes. Its untqnéneu ‘;1

[

rests essent1ally on the fact that such a program can be 1ncorporated into a

small 1qst1tutlon that traditionglly turned awvay students w1th 1nadequate pro—

ce

f1c1ency in English Qut came to the reallzatlon that ESL can’ take a leg1t1mate

)

place as one of the distinctive d1sc1p11nes in the curriculum of a small 1nst1—.

RO ’ ‘ . '
i

tution. Prospectlve/}nternatlonal students no longer need delay beglnnlng work on '

the1r undergraduate degrees but rather, can 1ncorporate ESL courses 1nto the1r
degree plans. . T A S g

/ . . ’ ‘

i K /
A private college for women situyated in the nation's capital Immaculata

College of Washlngton recently experlenced a dramatlc Shlft in the student pop-
! T

' ulatlon. In 1969- 70, seven. percent of the students came from foreign countr1es

By 1973—74 almost half of the nearly 200 students were-ﬁntcrnatlon%l. The stu~

Y

vdents are recogn}zed as a valuable part of the 1nst;tutlon s resources. ‘Indeed,

’
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the multinational character of the college_reercts a microcosmic global commu-~
I ‘o
nity. However, for the potential of such a comnunity to be realized and for
each student to be a successful contributing member, the proViSion for assisting
. e \ . o ]

\)

students to develop English language proficiency was imperative. o .A 'y
,/" Originally planned as, a service program for xntermediate and advanced level

? PR .

tudents needing further work in one or more of the language skills - aural com— )
L . SR .

prehension, speaking, reading,'writing - the program was revised to include the B

'beginning level’ by the introduction of an intenSive two—week immersion program

: : !
immediately prior to fall semester registration. By folloWing a. full ESL pro-
gram_for a semester, beginning level students were then prepared to undertake

CoT

: limited work in other aéademic areas by, the spring semesker.

. . . s [ é

f - A deciSion made early in- the developmdnt of the program was'that of grant-

<

.-t

.

..+ . ing academic credit for ESL courses.. Each course carries threé hours of credit,

L B . B - 'v‘

up.to 12 of which can apply towards:the Associate"in’Artsndegree requirements in
.the same manner that foreign languagefcredits'can‘apply_towards the degree for
* . . : D, : oo N ‘o . . '
. mative English-speaking students. . - »
o S : v - : . d

A Certificate of Proficiency in English-is awarded to students successfully"

o
»

completing a minimum of . twelve credit hours in. ESL .courses. Since these courses
¢ i
/

form part of the regular college curriculum, students are -given grades which

s
count towards cumulative averages;- . : C .
: ¢

" In the college organizational structure, the ESL program is part of the

v /
DiViSion of Languages, Literature, and Communication. Functioning as a separate

. N »9'

- unit within the diVision the program has its own director, who is responsible té -

v' . >

I o the division.chairman. IBy clearly separating the ESL program from the English

: department, the notion that ESL courses are a form of remedial English is eli-
-

.

) minated . : . R e IR ‘

To provide flexibility 'in meeting_indiVidual‘needs, course offerings; empah~
. . | - ’ a
Q . : - ; : . ' '
EMC . . o 2 . ¢ ‘ P
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a

w1th the understandlng, of course, that" language learnlng
separated into mutually exclu51ve areas. The follo ing

Spoken Eng11sh i, II D1rected Dlscus31on, Read1n Engllsh

A brlef d1s¢uss10n of each will glve some 1nd1catlon of.

-

] .,nature and scope of the ESL program. 'The‘general orientation obsérvedvin

S /

acqulsltlon. o

i

X ' . . . i

'

i Spoken English,’ taken for. elther ‘one or two semesters, 1ncludes focus on

I

B oral faclllty with attentlon to grammatlcal structure and pronunclftlon.‘ Stu-

dents have extensive oﬁﬁ“rtunltles for oral presentatlons in both formal and in-

formal styles.: The use of taped materlals is reqqlred For the advanced stu—

N

dent, Dlrected D1scusslo g1ves further pract1ce in oral presentatlons and .
. - 1]

dlscuss1ons of prepared top1cs along with dr111s on the various components of
. N ‘ R

grammar. : . : ,/ff*\\' i - o

v ¥
o In Readlng English, also offered as a one or two semester sequence empha—

, . ,
s1s is on readlng comprehenslon and the development of related study skllls, v

. . . o . , N
including vocabulary and readldg,raté.» One_or two semeSters of'ertten Fnglish ™~ %

] - R -
stress syntax, idiomatic usage and the mechanics of writing composltlons. This
-3 ’

and other courses are sectloned .as necessary for beglnnlng Lntermedlate and ad—‘
vancetd levels. Advanced Grammar, as the t1tle 1mp11es,‘1s de51gned for students
who have demonstrated conslderable prof1c1ency in Engllsh hut who would ﬁrofnt

from further direct attentlon to the structure of the language. In add1tlon to

¢ -
o

rev1ew1ng Englth ‘structure, students have cons1derable pract1ce in writing for—

~mal styles. Advan d readlngs and llbrary research aré'used as the bas1s for

l.i. . : ,
L8
s

some of the writin requlred in the course.

. . :
N .~

Listening, hether 1t be to a professor's leCture or a student d1scusslon,

»

A
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is a.key sk%ll to academic success. quhfhose‘students'who eventually plan to

‘ Y . . b
~use Engllsh in some\type of career experierce understanding English over a range
of varlatlons is cruc1al. Listening with'understanding is the focus*of-the Aural
. . \ .
-Comprehenslon course. Exercises in llstenlng tb a variety of styles of spoken

‘ English glve further opportun1ty to develop undeistandlng of the spoken language..

Selected ‘Problems, 1n Engllsh is des1gned to treat problems in varlous as=

o

;pects of each of the language skllls. It is offered in the. 1mmersisn progrdm Justh

prlor to the open1ng of’the fall semester. Incomlng freshmEn whose TOEFL scores

‘v

1ndfbate need for further work in ESL are either encouraged or fequlred to enroll'
N ,
in the’ course as an’ 1ntroductlon to the more intensive work that will fi%low in

v +
’ v -

thé fall semester. T1med before the openlng of the academ1c year, 1t also .Serves,
§ 3 ) -

"as a kind of orientation to the«college and educatlonal system of the Unlted

States. N : . , Ce e -
y ) ‘ ‘ ' : '

. Although a language'laboratpry facilityigs not available to the ESL pro-

gram taped materials, along with cassette players are c1rculated through the
? ? y

llbrary for use in an area reserved for audlo materlals.A Students can work
- .
*
'individually or in groups. This library use of taped ﬂaterlals has kept the

3 . )
‘cost of 1ntroduc1ng the ESL program to a mlnlmum. : f ‘ : f' , ~
v | : i
Among features cons1dered central to the ﬂgl program is the 1nd1v1dual~-
.
~ ization bullt into the schedullﬁg of students into the reSpectlve c0urses.
* ‘ .

'Anyone whose native language 1s other than‘Engllsh is requlred to take the‘gest

. -

of Engllsh as a Forelgn Language (TOEFL) as Well as- placement examld?taons

"] R

L adm1n1stered by. the college prrgx;to acceptance. At registration the staff

&!fv, .

"of the ESL program adm1n1stera4;§xj#*gy of placement testsito ‘all 1nternatlonal
: 2
‘ AL Yoy .:fL
,students. " The extent to whlcﬁ-sﬁudﬁ s, may enroll in other academic. d1sc1p11nes
:_:s 'f o v - ,/ P )
is determlned from the resulvs oQ grese pre—adm1ss1on procedures.' WIEhj{he

""""" .:*

K '

flexlblllty in schedullng ESL~cour§es 1nto programs of study, 1nterrdtlonal ral

N . a
. LN 'y » : 3

Y
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students can have a continuity of assistAnce in strengthening one or more of the

- et

language skills at the‘same

T vidual academic obJectives.

Acquiring English as a‘second language clearly does not Test excluSively.on
the mastery'of-spedificfskills.i-Important as.these may bé, unless the'learnef. A
also experiences a positive degree of‘;czulturation - discovering\ways of re- i:'
lating to members of another soc‘ial group, .understanding something of the value

system of the\surrounding culture - the acquiSition of that second language will

be: seriously deficient. The ESL program at Immaculata College h%s as one of 1tS:
S ) objectives that of proViding foreign;students the opportunity to.add the dimen-

*——  sions'of cultuxa] awareness and understading. in the transnational situation at’
- _ , La 1 L8 .

the college. Scheduling international ‘students into c1asses‘where~they will

. . . : “ . . Co P
. - o . . . [SEEY . . . \ |
. o V‘&Z;:\épd work with American students provides one concrete situation., Whether °

r' ’ 4

. trips to Capitol Hill Jointly sponsored by thy ESL program and American Govegl'{

'*t

w1th native gpeakers and to cpme to a deeper appreciatlon of the dﬂltural sett-

--A:K\ 1ng of English in the United States. The informal discussions that Just happen
- N ) s . » b

wherever students’ gather or those which are -integrated int0’cdurse‘activities by
M . : . ‘e o - , . . ) ."-;,_. - . o . S

S 'jnviting college leaders.into a Spoken Englisﬁl:lass or;arranging for a Written

- »

f.ge President proVides con- fj
S ; . _

e N
“.tact situations for acquisition offthe cultu ;

< L N A '._-y‘ .
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the college life, contributing the richés.of_t--ir own cultural backgrounds and ?

. re ™

' in turn being enriched by that wrch surrounds them. In this exchange studen%?

‘experlencc something of the’ global community of today's world andtﬂ;m of the

. ! : . : \
. ; A : K . ) : N
.__{ future. ) : . 8 - ’
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B St tlstlcal studaes of the effectlveness of the ESL program are currently

e LA . [

in progress. In the meantlme, oplnlonnalres completed\)¥ ESL students gave very
i ) ' ; — T -
hlgh subJectlve rat1ng to all of the course’ offerlngs. Faculty members were™.
' - ’

asked tojgiVe written comments om the impact of the program bnbtheir,own classes,”’

suggestlons for 1mprovements and observatlons of str ngths and/or weaknesses in

- »

the program. Comments.noted that ESL students seem

.
e w1111ng to part1c1pate

'
e B . . - ) > N : . . P P
in class discussion, are more aware and interested in various activities, ex- .
« . \perience Jess frustration in other courses and seem to have better control of
- . . . . . A N : ‘ .
language skills than international students\“ho; in earlier years, had no opper-"—"
} [ . . ! o . .

; e { |
tun1t1es, for ESL. One\faculty member surma izell: "One of the strengths of the

b”‘ ESL program #s that it emphas1zes ‘the ﬁact that Immaculata\College has\a

—D

s udent body; thus, rather than its being Jusﬁ a stattsi;k that the ante

11 student enrollpent has increased, it becomes a posltlve value.

. . - .

. Y o L
JIn summary, the ESL program devdloped for a small ?ﬂo—year college has PR
G PJtaken on the follow1ng identifying character1st1cs. ‘ Y
shTOTeE ~ A\ B \ i '
S, 7. =Ml 1) The ESL program is 1ncorporated into the regular college curriculum, s

~$§? 2) ESL‘courses carry academic credit, twelvevhours ofawhlch may apply to the
S < 4 il ¢
X0, ' Lo S T . ) A W,

“’Assoclate in Arts degree. T . ' Voemo : ’ _
. - I . .
_ ot . . .

/
3) D1st1nct courses>1n each of the language sﬁﬁlls are scheduled ‘to meet the\\

. - w . . : B . ,
.

i‘needs of beglnning 1ntermed1ate .and advanced students. ’ B -

St .

.. -
, . ?’..., . . . . . .

" ,;" 4) Ind1v1dua11y pro rammed courses of study are tallorbd for each 1nternat10n—
N .'::_ H . “ ‘ | . . . )
;-student. YA

©

] . ' ’ N S

‘ . y . . = - o
el , ,'5) ESL students have theiopportunity to' become integrated in;é the f&fe of.
L - - , o . - . T
s * - .the college. s . N ] : o ey
- Increased language facility and cross—cultqral\understandings set signifi-.

+’ cant conditions for the realization of, a global community:on a college campus.
“( S " The ESL program has as\one of its goals to facilitat %hat realization“ -
o [ 2 R L . - ) N .

. ’ -\

\) : ;’ . | | ' . o . ‘9 " . . .
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