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oo THIS DOCUMENT MAS BEEN REPRC
i PARIICIPANT Si:ter R;th Ang Sihmitt, Special/qucation Teacher,gmloEIAnxVAS.ECHVEO,.U

. . HE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN
Ma onna bay Sc 0ol, nc . TR ATING W ,POINTS OF VIEW OR OFINION

) e , .- S » STATEO DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE
; : . . . . . _SENT OF F|CIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE O

; EDUCATION POSITION on_po;rcv
- InformaL Prayer with Special Students of-All Faiths S
- when Sister Mary Mark asked me to participate in. 2his Particular . RN .

session in which we are. concerned with religious education for special

’ [

children, I chose to share with you the topic of "Informal Prayer with L ..

Special Students of All~Faiths'" ‘It is my* firm belief that our students
- 4 - . N]

_have as one of their greatest assets their simple; genuine and sincers ‘
~faith in a very real God. . In my eight years of teaching educahle men- ' s

ra

tally retarded children, I'haveﬁdiscovered that in their humble:ways-
. they have taught me and remind me constantly of my need; too, to'praise . -
and thank God through prayer.. . Co

] Lo L i ‘ - . e
The comments I am sharing with you today have, not been discovered

in any resource book. The statements ane<honest and real_for.they'are
. . o X - N s E -

e . . ) : . . . ’
the reflections of the pdarents of our special education students at

e

Madonna Day School. In a ‘questionnaire directed to our parents they

-

were asked to-reflect and share their ideas to these(three main:points:

1;) What are your feelings toward our informal prayer'group and ‘church

. . | . -
. - .
13 . . t

f"
experiences? 2.) How have these religious experiences affected you and
your family7 3. ) Canuyou see any signs of the effect this part of the
- program has on your “8hd1d? .

" As I hopedpl'reach educators ‘of various religious denominations

s
. makes for redl ecumenism. One-third of our fifty-one students are ..

.

::: ) today, I want to inform you that the situation at Madonna Day School
Q

N\ :

\\ Catholice,X one-thi:d of our students are Baptist, and the other third

‘arefbeVarious,other religious denominations.
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i - In-presentiﬂg'the results of the auestionnaire, I have slides and

\
- -

s ’ .
taped prayers to share with you so that the presentation can be more. ;

' “neaningiul. I would like to_begin our'slides and.tap% presentation with
:if;'l: B ;the prayer of Yifteenfyear-old Allen Grumhles. ;"Dear Heavenly Father,_

| \%1. ;' p_we thank you for the people who are‘being here."'Help those who are'.
;;i;i: | travéling. ‘Help'those'who are sick“in the‘hospitals. 1Help those who

~

_are not sicﬁ/ Help us so .that we can learn ahout God. Help all the Sisters, -/
. B the’ Catholics, and the other religion teachers. HélpﬂFather so that he - e
. v —

can be a good preacher and help those who were cut real h%d in the airplane /

/
~ 4

crash. In Christ S name we pray. Amen. : .
_ ST As you have Just heard in - Allen s prayer, I am sure you sensed his///

awareness of“others and-their needs, of those’ indi/iduals known and even

’ 7 »

unknown to him. As one of - our pafents stated; "...Carolyn often prayS'

for»people she dbes not know. Often.it is someone‘she hears about'on

0"

O . the news or reads abodt. She has. great faith that God will take care
of all things in His way." S )
How does such faith and concern begin to develop? As some parents

indicated our program.is to be -an extension of what they are trying to
. teach at hone: In a similar way our religious educat¢on program helps

the children initiate and participate in fapdly prayer and family~ .

worship services. . oy é S p A J
- L‘ LY l§ N /
. ]

Lyt Our informal prayer groups begin with our youngegt ?ldas,of five

" and six-year-old" students.. We begin by having the . teacher model a
* & ¢ . . P

KU spontaneous and hearEelt prayer to Jesus and . thenqg%adhally the child
- RN

can repeat the prayer independently.‘%ﬁ “‘3E

~

- 4 4

. realness of God, the nedds of Others, and of their own persomal growth
v

as learning to help each other. Here we see twd of our youngest students

Y

" helping each other. L 3 l;
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Mark's mother said

and myself to our knees almost ‘every night. ‘We all pray that some day
\ .
little Mark will bring his\father to his?knees, too. Shelby's mother

'_shared that "...two of Shelby 8 favorite words are JESUS and BIBLE. You
\‘..
can tell by the way she says them they mean something to her
e \ TN ~ .
' From the teacher-%gd‘child responses; we move on to group prayer.

. a
. [

" Here we teach the children to be very grateful for all the.gifts that

v.

God has shared with us. S@ephanie age.seven, constantly thanks God

for His goodness.. "Thank you, God, for a11 the friends you have given

’

.'me. Thank you for the principal in my school and thank you for letting

N ©

the trees aqd the sun shine today" And thank you for letting us have
no rain today. Amen: f o ) \w}‘
The,parents'stated they they are so gratéful'that our program

. Lo ' - ~ . o v
¢ | .. . N . . .

stresses the spiritual, social, and academic development of each child.-

+

“Before we as ‘teachers can share spiritual insights we must know and

love our God and then we are able to share God's life with our students.

.~ .Our children learn to pray for(whatever seems important to them

a ’

at this time. I asked Harriet to share her prayer with you--just before
- . she was to have her spelling test. '"Dear Jesus, help me to be good.
Help me to make a hundred'in spelling and;{dear_Jesus, help'my,Daddy

" to feel better. *Amen." ’»")<"

“

The students' prayer experiences. are then extended from the class-

e .

room. into our church service held "every Thursday morning. The students
participate by sharing group,petitions, reading a selection from the
Bible, or worshipping God ;hrough song and dance. — _” n

.

During our group petitions which begin each day in 6ur c1assroom

the children ask their friends ‘to. help them pray for someone or something

...Little Mark's simple prayerf have brought his sister

.

RINES

Let me - just sh7re a beautiful story about each of these little students.




"ﬁwhep they are made’ aware of a need./ These experiences of shared prayer

Qhelp the children to be proud of their religion. As one parent_shared

...Reatha is1not afraid to pray in publiq During our church-wide candle

. \
light service the pastor asked who w0u1d start the prayer and Reatha said

1
'1-6111. Her father and I were especially touched as well as everyone
eise inLthe church " g "-'5- . R

These . religious experiences are then'reflected in tHe child's every-

day life--whether it\is while they are working in class, helping with

jobs around the school or greeting visitors Ona;day some of our

" visitqrs-were_most surprised to hear seven-year-old H race,say Thank

you for:coming.v.Coheiback anytime.- If'you need us just cal% and?we will
' . > - . n : o
ibe there to help you.' '

’[ This banner "All Children Respond to Love" is the basic philosophy
of Madonna Day School : The love of God that we share ‘through our

dedicated services to our students will have an important influence :

.

uPon their own lives and that of their families "I’would-now like'to
. share some specific ways in which our - informal prayer ‘groups and Church
- experiences have affected the families of our students

I had aimost lost faith in God but seeing and' hearing
such’ faith in the church ‘services. I attended gave me
. renewed faith.
' I have missed'church often on Sunday until I realized-
Lo my son was learning more about God. I now realize
' * that it-is important for. me as well to learn about
God and to be close to God. g
" Johnny has such a closeness to God. He believes so
" much in, heaven. "I zemember when my nephew died he
_took off ‘a Saint Christopher meda¥ he had on and put
it in my nephew's casket and said, 'Little Ernie, take
this to your brother ‘who is waiting for you in heaven.
"Then he turned -and looked at me .and said, 'Mama, when
can I die and go to heaven with God?' Johnny tells me -:
all the time.he talks to God and' God talks to him.
When I ask him what God says Johnny tells me, 'Oh,
Mom,. you know.' Oh, how I wish I knew! hd =~
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" Madonna Day Schdol through its religious experiences

~ had ‘not only had an effect .on our son,.but on us as-
well. We were led to the Catholic Church through’our’
involvement ir the MadonnavDay program and joined the .
church two and one-=half ' years ago and have been very Y

happyo- ¥:“ .'.; . . S

8 Q

A few of the parents shared the point that eventhough the informal

”

_prayer groups and church experiences were happening in a private school

. _ :that may reflect the Catholic faith/;ecause it was - organized and 18

O _ <
R ”-'administered by Catholic Sisters, they discovered that our "Christian :

™~

} -‘Social Living Classes“ and prayersexperiencés did not affect their

- 1

S . ,.3.;belief in their particular church. Instead.our program is a reinforcef

ment of the spiritual values they are learning in their Protestant C Vol o

il
« [} . D 3

‘. < : -f;churches. As one parent stated -...I am glad that my daughter is- able T {i.',: {

- to experience someone else 8 church and the way they may worship Asﬂ

t

she grows up she will learn at there are different denominations but

what we, have in common is ou love and belief in Jesus Christ for all

v

“As I have been saying then these rg(igiqus experiences are reflected )
in our 1ives and in the atmosphere of our'school Another parent shared

‘,: B _.that "...when ‘I first walked into Madonna T noticed it was such a happy, e v

-
-

friendly place,’ so-inviting, 80 warm. The.one thing I nbticed was that

everyone was smiling;and seemed'happy.f Now when I g0 . there I actually

I ' feel'a‘”lift".when 1 leave.again." : oo .' | ot .

I hope, too, that somehow this. afterndon our students through the
. . ,"(.. . N ‘ L] ‘.
R _;//tape'and s}fde/presentation have lifted’ your spirits and renewed your ' X

; /// - dedicgfion and.efforts._ Let us thank God for His Goodness to Us. .
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