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. FRANKLIN PARKER

franklin Parker teaches history and philusophy of education and
comparative and international education at West Virginia University
(Morgantown), where he has been Benedum Protessor of Education
Jince 1968, He previously taught at the Universitios of Texas (Austin)
and Oklahoma (Norman). He was educated at Berea College (Ken-
wcky), University S Hlinois (Urhana), and George Peabody College
for Teachers (Nashville, Tennessee). ‘

parker wrote George  Feabody, a Biography,  Vanderbilt
University Press, 1971 African Development and (ducation in
Southern Rhodesia, Ohio State University Pross, 1960 Africa South
of the Sahara, Prentice-Hall, 19663 and The Battle of the Books:
Kanawha County, Phi Delta Kappa. 1975 Fasthack #63). He las
written on Africar affairs for major encyclopedia yearbooks and on
ceducation for ne Americand Encyclopedia Annual.

With his wife Betty he compiles and odits Amorican Dissertations
on Foreign Education, a bibliography series with abstracts, nine
volumes of which have been published by Whitston Publishing
Company since 19771 world coverage is anticipated. The Parkers
have made four research trips to Africa (he co-directed a Phi Delta
Kappa East Africa seminar). They have aiso done researchin England
and have visited Eastern furope, including the USSR. Parker visited
schocis in Peking, Shanghai. and Hangchow, People’s Républic of
China, in March of 1974, while participatitig in the first Phi Delta
Kappa seminar and field study devoted fo that country.

- geries Fditor, Donald W. Robinson
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Maoist Education

Wl)y the turmoifin Mainland China after AMao's death? Moderate
Hua Kuo-feng, who succceded Mao [se-tung (1893--1976) as
Chinese Communist Party chairman, was opposed by radicals,
headed by Chiang Ching, Mao's fourth wile. To solidify their dom-
inant position, Hua and the army-backed moderates vilified Chiang
Ching and other radical leaders and launched a campaignto purge
them, _ R

What do radicals and mdderates want? How.is education af-
fected? Radicals feel that the Chinese revolution is not over, thatits
plrpose of freeing the peasant/worker mass irpm elite ruleis not yet
fulfilled, thar mandarinZtype education subverts the revolution, that
Chinese Gommanist [eaders now and in the fature Must be fervent
revolutionaries, singlemindedly antiélass, anticapitalist, anti-elite,
antirevisionist, " : ’

Moderates say that with the political revolutioh over, Chinese
communistn must nhow launch a revolution of (‘(‘ok\momic develop-,
ment to give the peasant/worker masses a better life and to make
China a world power, To meet this goal, moderates s\ﬁy China must
select students with the ability to become engineers, techniciaus,
and other kinds of professionals and skilled workers. Radicals insist
that such selection is a return 1o elitism, is antirevolutionary, that
devotion to ideology alone will keep China on a puré Communist
path, .

To understand this continuing conflict between radical *“reds”
and moderate “experts” (to use quick identifying tags). iheir clashes
must be examined as they occur in a historical context, ,

What was Mao's role in this conflict? Mao—anarchist, Commu-
nist, warrior, scholar, strategist, nationalist—in old age played off

”
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radical against moderate and held alira-estremists in« heck. While
purging so-called “cepitalist toaders.” his long view encouraged the
late premier Chow Fr-lai (1898—1976) to make China an economi-
cally viable world poseer. v

Why study Chinese school? Are not ours vastiv superior? AWhat
can e posibivilearn from Chinese education? I the measure of
success i oducating more children tor longer periods in nicer?
ochools for higher-paying jobs, the United States leads China. Can-
sider other reasons tor studying China's schools:

First, one always [earns from another school system, both from
good and bad examples, The value of su ha study is that one sees
one's own schools better when they are compared with schools in
another cotntry, another culture, another valae system, another
way of life.

second. China- ~officially the People’s Repuhlic of China-=has '
gone titough the mos profound revolutions in history, culminating
in Mao's Communist victory in 1949 and the Caltarat Revolution of
1966-69. These have produced a country claiming to be the purest of
Communist states, more pure than even the USSR, ’

Fhird, Maoists ¢laim that through education they have engaged

the people intheir country—the most populousin the world-—inan

all-pervasive “serve the people’ campaign, an unprecedented ex-
periment insoctal aitruism aimec atihe veritable remaking ot haman
nature. ’ .

Fourth, China, now one of the world's most rapidly developing
countries. has through its schools and other agendies: o

—fed, housed. and clothed more than 800 million people. al-
though only 11 of its land is arable:

—cxploded more than dosen nuclear devices;

—produced jets, submarines, tanks. missiles, and other weapons,
along with cars, trucks, and-big farm equipinent; ‘

—bailt bridges. railroads, and industrial complexesinsome ofthe
world's most difficult terraing

~—given sizable and growing cconomic aid to other developing

countrios, thus becoming a model for the Third World. ’

Finally, in modernizing and humanizing the world’s oldest and

once” mosi downtrodder people, China is experimenting with

school godls, teaching techniques, and changes'comparable to our

own. 7
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Common Strands in Divergent Cultures -

Wh.nl educational aims, tec Imlqu(' - and innovations do Ameri-
cans and Chincse have in.common? These four at least:
First, educating the disadvantaged. Critics say that we in the

~United States do not really edueate our poor, despite Hugo spending
) I } }

.

and massive effort. China, claiging some success, has given prefer-
ence in school. work. and leadership posts 10 the children of pea-

sants, workers, and soldiers=those historically excluded from the
good things of life.

Scecond, shortonm;., and enriching the school years. In the United
States we are now cutting back—after a century and more of
extending education through high school and for scveral years send-
ing about 50" of our high school graduat. *n-college. Reasons for
the cuthacks include economic recession: more money demands by
schools, welfage, and city services than can be met by the govern-
ment; and rising dropout rates from youths disillusioned with
school. We want to shorten, enrich, enliven, and increase the
effectiveness of our schools. China has reduced the time needed
to complete schooling through university level from 17 to 12 years.
Her claim that the quality, quantity, industrial efficiency, and citizen-
ship of the new graduates has i lmpr()w dasa resull of this change will
be watched closely.

Third, work and study. Career education is a current concern in
U.S" schools—how to mix general education with training for a job
skill. China's S(hoolvcmphasuc work-study and deliberately fink
school with productive labor on farms and in factorics. ’

Fourth, political education {call it citizenship “education or
even moral education). Some critics say lHal American schools and
society are dysfunctional (or antagonistic) because angry, unsatisfied

7
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qudents wieck school buildings and other public and private
pu)[")t.-r('y; steal. lie, and cheats shew little concern for othersiand do
not vote ds adulte. Such behavior shows a decline in Amerivan diti-
renship values. Rarely.asinthe Kennedy yedrs, are young Amoricans
touched with & yearning to seive others selflessly, thegeritivs say.

The heart of Maoist educationis youths”ace eptance of asociety-
sepving altruism, @ serve-the-people attitude, a rare sense of wocial
cohesiveaess and national commitment, The Maoist moralapproach
inschool and socicty raises these questions: s corredt motivation as
Impartant as or even moreimportant than knowledge and skills? Can
the right attitude in children and adults produce altroistic citizens?
How do schools get young, people to work as hard for national pur-
poses as for personal gain? Can properly motivated people really
move mountdins? Why do China's s hools produce dedicated citi-
sons whilerAmerican schoolsoften produt e too many uncaring, self-
indulgent youths? ‘ -

Daoes this imply that the Chinese are wiser. hetter, more moral?
No. Both the United States and China were <haped by revolutions
that dimed—in different ways. times, and contexts—to Jift up the
suppressed majority. Qur revolution began in/1776 and its meaning
has since been reinterpreted. Thuir revolution came in this century
and has since been rekindled. America's crities and friends can
point 1o hoth glorious and inglorious aspects of pur history; the
same—dand worse-—can be aitd of China. Neither country is wiser,
better, more mordl than the ot her. Butas cach raises s new generd-
tions in particular ways toward particilar national and personal
gouls, it is only natural to wonder whatwe can learn rom them and
they from us. . .

Why are they so different from us? History and culture made us
different. The American is more individualisiic and competitive,
the Chinese more family-orierted and socially cooperative. Our
Greek and Judeo-Christian heritage, our industrialization, immigra-
tion. and frontier made us value personat effort and benefit from
private gain: their long authoritarian rule and longer cultural and
agricultural history made them a more regulated society with a
stronger collective mentality for the common good.

-
-
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Preschiool Th’rough. Secondary

‘
Hnw are China's \(/)()Ol\ organized? Admmlstralmn finance,
teacher selection, and texthook preparation are decentralized in
some 80,000 communes plus the many town and city districts. Yet in
aim and content schools adhere closely to central Party policy. But

" Party policy has zigzagged between extremes—on one side an intel--

lectual content favored by moderates wanting knowledgeable ex-
perts for rapid national development, on the other a practical work-
study content favored by radicals who prefer “redness” or revolu-
tionary enthusiasm over “expertness” or competent technicians
who are not necessarily ardent Communists. Schools are admin-
istered by local revolutionary comniittees, as they are called, with
teacher, parent, party worker, and soldier members. 0

What is the school ladder? Before the Cultural Revolution of
1966-69, China had a six-ycar elementary school, three-year junior |
middlé school, and three- -year senior middle school (middle school
is equivalenttn the American high school). Since the Cultural Revo- .
lution, the 6-3-3 years have been reduced to 5-2-2 years. Mao said
that by remcving duplication and speeding up learning, the current
nine-year school for ages 7.to 16 could accomplish as much as the
pre-1966 12-y ear scheol. Higher education has been cut from five or.
six 10 three years, depending on field of study. g

‘What preschool training is offered? Nurseries tor children-from
6 months to 3 years of age and kindergartensfor ages 4 1o 7 are mari-

“aged by communes, housing units, and factories, freeing mothers to

work on farms and in factories and providing good physical and
health care. They teach approved social attitudes: loyalty to the
Chinese peoplé, the nation, the peer group, and Maoism. Smull fees
are charged for day care and slightly larger fees for six-day boarding

10
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care, State subsidics assist needy: families and those with several
children {two is the current ideal). Trained klmlcrbarl('n teachers
carn an average of $20 per month. American visitors have seen
kindergarten children dance; sing in Chinese, English, and French:
and prosent plays complete with costumes. Classrooms inévitably
contain Mao’s portraitand often porlrmls of Narx. [m,ols Lenin, and®
Stalin. .

What happege in (lvm('nmlv schools?” Sulf)mls in lhu five-year
etementary school (ages 7-12) include Chinese longuage (reading
and writing). arithmetic, niusic., art, ands history tagght from the
viewpoint of Marxist class struggle., All subjects are given a practical
and doctrinal interpretation. During several afternoons a week,

Cstudents in practical classes under factory-like conditions make

such things as tacks, chess sets, fountain pend. and water pumps.
School buildings, though old, are well kept. Glasstooms are spdre,
even crude by American standards, but have serviceable desks,
chairs, and a slate blackboard. The children are attentive and
seem well and happy.

~ What are secondary schools like? Secondary schools (called
middle schools) are nt compulsory. Officials say that all childrena
now attend the five-yedr elementary school {ages 7-12), that 40
enter the tw u-year junior middle scheol (ages 12-14). and that 40 of
these enter the two-ydar senior middle school fages 14-16). The
juraor middle schoot offers general education. The senior middle
school offers advariced studies and specialized courses.

Middle school subjects include Chinese language, English, Rus-
sian, mathematics, physics, chemistry, Chinese history, world his-
tory. geography, clementary agriculture, physical culture, music.
biology. and health. Asin elementary schools, the secondary school
offers work-study, emphasizes problem-solving (Mhnlquos, and
stresses serving the people and the nation. :

What are the educational aimse Besides ideology. .lllrmsn .and
subiect matter, elementary and secondary education aims to train
wo kers for farmeand factories, not to prepare students for univer-
sit.es. Most middle school graduates go to' communes for a lifetime
of work. Few are selected for higher education, and then only after
several yearsof work. Preference goes to'workers’, peasants’, and
soldiers’ children recommended by ‘their peers on the job. Some |
urban youlhﬁ disillusioned at bmng, locked, mlo long years of farm .

10, ‘ -
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. work, drift back to cities iliegally, a difficult and dangerous step since
ration vards (rice, cotton fabric, and a few ather items are rationed,
“more for contral than because of shortages) are valid only in as-
sighed work places. -
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Righer Education

H()\v about higher education? Peking Univ

major intellectual center since its founding in I
of Chinese Communistideology, hassome 4,500 st i jrared
with a pre-Cultural Revolution enrollment of 9,000), 2,200 teaching
staff—a high one-to-two faculty-student ratio— and offers studiesin
16 departments and 64 specialties. Each of the 16 departments and
the university as a whole are administered by a revolutionary com-
mittee headed by an elected chairman and composed of faculty, stu-
dent, worker (nmmlvnance) People's Liberation Army, and Party
representatives.

How arestudoents ndn'lll(‘d? Each department decides how many
students it can take, an admissions committee allots vacancies to the
provinces, and provincial committees allot vacancies to individual
communes, factories, and army units. Interested middle school
graduates who hve worked two or more years in a unit may apply
or may be recommended. Workers in each unit endorse middle
school graduates, working with the ones they believe should be ad-
mitted on ideological leadership grounds, This grassroots admissions
approach, new since the Cultural Revolution of 1966-69, assures that
those selected have a worker/peasant/soldier background, are
Comninist activists, and have work experiences that put them in

“touch with common people. Thus incoming: students, older than

ours, are at least age 20 and are invarably Communist Youth League
members (red-scarved middle school activists); some are Party mem-
bers. Where moderates (national development-minded pragmatists)
have dominated over radicals (Communist enthusiasts), universities
lmvo rejected applicants who. though p()lm(ally acceptable, are not
'dcadcmlcally qualified.

»

» 12

- 13«




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

How much are professors paid? Reported mondhly salaries are:
proféssor, $100 to $150 {major monthly expenses for a family Hf four,
$90); fecturer, $75; assistant lecturer, $35; graduate assistant, $23 to
$28. Professors live in low-cost government housing and get free
medical care; their families pav onty half of medical costs if cach
member has paid a stall annual medical insurance fes.

Are professors politicized? Since the Cultural Revolution, over
two-thirds of Peking University’s 2.200-member teaching staff have
done periodic productive labor in factories, remal hospitals, on farms,
or in "May 77 schools. Mao's speech on May 7, 1966, urged such
work-schools for intellectuals and Party workers 1o learn from, i.e.,
keep in contact with, and as humble as, the laboring masses. They
also have regular doctrinal discussion meetings.,

What changes have occurrod in higher education? Arts, science,

“medicine, and most other courses have been reduced from five Gr sis

years to three years. Examinations tend to be problem solving, often
allowing open books rather than memoriced tactual answers (as in
the past). Students” opinions are respected: initially professors
confer with students about course content and requirements. One
professor reported that he used 1o require the memorizeuon of
many dates until his students persuaded him to reduce their assipn-
ment 1o remembering only the essential ones.

Such admissions (to us, confessions) are common, since all who
work and live together, including students, faculty, and maintenance
staff, regularly discuss their own and their colleagues’ good and bad
points in relation 1o the work done and service rendered 1o the
people and the nation. :

How is the practical side of work-study accomplished? Peking
University’s pharmacy department, for example. produces drugsin g

-small crude factory, These drugs are displayed with pride because of

their low cost, good quality, the simple equipment used in their pro-
duction, and the f factory's policy on experimentation with new
drugs. Onc notes the pride of pharmacy students, instructors, and
cooperating workmen, and forgets that the equipment initially ap-
peared shoddy.

~ Some urban middle school students grow mushrooms for
market, some repair broken motors and thus gain clectronics ex-

perience, others grow” herbs in tiny plots on school grounds for
8

medicinal use, The students gain some experience, the schoof some

13

. Y 1 4



income. the economy some productivity. One wonders about the
efficiency of such activities, but they are in line with Mao's desire to
merge the practical with the theoretical, link labor with I+ arning,
make everyone work-conscious for nation-building, reduce differ-
ences between intellectual and manual workers, and eliminate
elitist superiority from those in responsible positions,

14
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Maoist ideology and the Cultural Revolution

How central is education in Maoist ideology? Education’s crucial
_rolein China is evident in the hard-fought battle waged over its di-
-rection. In the 1950s, theoretical education to produce specialists

threatened to dominate (lectures, books, and tests were em-

phasized): Mao reversed the trend with a half-work, half-study em-
phasis intended to promote Communist ideals and increase popula-

tion. When similar “elitia” wained ground in the early
19605, Mao Conmne 4l Revolution of 1966-69. The
consequence 'uce youlths who were more
red than expert o o ag schoas and universities with farny and

factory work. Mao's dicta, regarded as holy writ, will continue 1o be
appealed to now that he is dead. We have yet 1o see if post-Mao
China will continueto produce revolutionary enthusiasts at the ex-
pense of academic specialists.

What do objective. critical, visiting American educators think of
Maigland China’s schools? Thirteen well-known, respected child
development experts, among them Urie Bronfenbrenner and a
physician specializing in carly childhood, reported their impres-
sions of school visits in four major cities in Childhood in China (Yale
University Press, 1975), a report praised for its insight and objectivity.

They found Chinese preschoolers quieter, gentler, less intense,
less whining, and less aggressive than American children, Kinder-
garten teachers emphasized group effort over individual activities
and taughtsongs cod dancing better than cognitive -kifls like recding
and tanguage e ‘

They noted ; v school unifor i, 1o gues 7212 Peer in-
“fluence was sy« itc and ‘pervasiv - cittl Red Soldiers, Red
Guards,-and Co nist Youth League - were srominent models.
“-ldeology prepar e young to follow dult _rection. A practical
curriculumy + int: « theory and specuiation.
15
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Primary teachers seemed brisk, competent, and interested in
their tasks. ihe children were “remarkably self-controlled, . . . com-
mitted to their tasks. and without the disorders of behavior [seen) . ..
in American schools.” :

funior middle schoolers (ages 12-14) and senior middle schoolers
(ages 14-16) were conforming, dutiful, well organized. Students had
no curriculum choice. did not search for diverse information, were
not library browsers. Yet the collective effort apparently produced
students with high-level skills. Talented students, often inwork pro-
duction situations, wer e creative and inventive. Revolutionary ideo-
logical messages pervaded literature, music, and other cultural ac-
tivities and events.

As in the USSR (and in contrast with the United States). Chinese
out-of-school activities appeared to reinforce school values. Or-
dinary workers, peasants. soldiers, and revolutionary leaders,
braught in as resource persons to describe the *bad ald days,” fired
children’s patriotism to “serve the people.”” An old woman whose
feet had been bound as a child showed b curled-under, erippled
toes and told of the had old custo oot binding, An old farmer -
tald of his burdened, tandless forebears under bratal landlords, piti
loss usdrers, and preying bandits. When middle school graduates de-
parted for commune and factory work {*hey have some choice about
assignments), they were escorted with fanfare and parades remi-
niscent of patriotic Americans seeing off local National Guard units.

Foreign language 1-aching—English and Russian are popular—

cemiploys a good dea!t o drill and memorization. Simple conversa-

tion using up to 2. reds v expected o< the four-year
middle school, :

Health care was o : 1 developing -auntry (noted by
the American physi- -t aough the Cainese were self-
deprecating. Thev ne. W ways saidk they were trying to do
better. '

The Americans we v the children’s “high tevel of
concentration, orderivco. apetence.” Good behavior did
not_suggest docility ¢r surre s apathy. Some children were
lively, even naughty, out ©oo o - ng. The Americans wondered
what accounted for 12 “ovo 0 sly pro-social behavior,” the
remarkable stability o 1h.o ! Was it a result ot China’s more

17
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‘than 4,000 years of cultural continuity? Or because most Chinese live

in continuous and enduring neighborhoods (even students” work
periods away from home do not violate family cohesiveness)? Or
because of China's commitment to national development? Or the
unity and direction permeating Mao Tse-tung's thought?

While we expect school to produce change and some dissent
in our young, the Chinese expect reasonably proper behavior which
their children achieve with little conflict. The Americans could not
adequately explain how school and society in China brought chil-
dren to “competence, social grace, and restraint.”

They pondered these paridoxes: If American schools are dys-
functional in relation te family, church, peer group, media;style, and
other shaping influences, why do Chinese schools and society blend
so well with cultural identity. national ethics, and adult morality?
How is the fit achieved? How can school and society be so well
integrated?

The Americans could only speculate. They left without full

answers, convinced that they “had seen a radically different way of

raising new generations.” Everywhere, they were told about the

sharp differences in school and society caused by the traumatic Cul-

tural Pevolution of 1966-69. : :
What'led to the Cultural Revolution-of 1966-69¢ One must look

back to the failure of Mao's "Great Leap Forward,” 1958-60, an un- -

precedented attempt at rapid industrialization and intense com-
munization. High quotas were set for farms and factories, hundreds
of thousands of crude backyard iron and steel blast“furnaces were
built from scrap, communes were formed from cooperative farms,
people were marched to and from work and lived and ate in com-
mon barracks and mess halls. Bad erop years, famings, poor plan-
ning, and peasant resistance to family regimentation made the Great
Leap Forward fail. In its aftermath, Mao was forced to retire to
second-line command as Communist Party theorist, handing over

‘daily administration to practical leaders—pragmatic, incentive-

minded, national development-oriented, and concerned with pro-
ducing academically able technicians in preference to Communist
enthusiasts. ' _

Despite his “great leap’ failure, Mao had brought peasants into
initial contact with iron and steel making, with crude industrial-
ization, and had taught them the valge of self-reliance. This last

. : 4
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bec amo all-important when the USSR, which had long-standing
border disputes and ideological friction with China, removed its
Soviet technicians from Chinag in the summer of 1960, taking with
them building plans, blueprints, machines, and money loans, China
wis forced 1o become self-reliant.

The early 1960s brought chanses ne 1o Mao's liking: specidalizdg-
tion, experts, clites; schools producine  oft youths not wanting 1o
soil their hands but ivanting casy, high-p... ing white-collar jobs, Mao

Cdetermined to reverse this turntowatrd capitalism, this betrayal of the
f

revolution, this imitation of the USSR < ii~e of salary differentials and
consumer incentives to buy off discontent. But Mao, no-longer the
strongest commander, had little: more than his influence with

"People's Liberation Army leaders to help turn China back toward

pure communism.

What exactly was the Cultural Revolution of 1966-69¢? How did
it affect schools? Officially itvwas the Great Proletarian Cultural Revo-
lution, 1966-69. In essence, to purify communism and stop China
from taking the “capitalist road,” Mao used student activists 1o re-
move from positions of power those who favoroo technical expert-
ness over ideo |()£,l(d| fervor. It is not “experts” who win wars, he
wid. but “reds”; i.e,, properly motivated Communists,

To reipstate rovoluli()n iry zeal, 1o give youths a taste of revo-
lution, to put out of office capitalist compromisers, to'set Chinaona
road of continuing, sclf-correcting revolution, Mao smashed the
very Party apparatus he had crieated. He closed universities and
middle schools. organized stuuent Red Guards, and sent them
throughout Chinato: 1) challenge, harass. and oust authorities high
and low for taking the “
educators showing bourgeois tendencies; and 3) transform educa-
tian, literature. 4l forms of culture and Party leaders in all fields 1o
conform with Aaoist thinking. 1t was an epic, unparalleled upheaval.

some 14 million student Red Guards, waving little red-backed
Thoughts of Ao Tse-tung books, fanned out 1o harass “capitalist
-oaders” evervwhere, 1t was ma-s rectification. a mass purge affect-
ing millions, with a few, thousani ! illed outright. Revisionists were
made to move hack into line. Wher the Red Guard splitinto warring
tactions, Mao unleashed the Pecple’s Liberation Army. which
shipped youths off to farm work. 11 - Cultural Revolution of 1966-69
left in its wake as administrative . its the revolutionary commit-

.o
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tecs we have mentioned. Committees composed of People’sLibera-
tion Army men and women, party cadres (Communist-enthusiasts),
workers, and peasants control every aspect of Chinese lifo.

The Cultural Revoluticn of 19€6-69 tried to purify the Party, setits
members firmly back into the Communist path, politicized a whole -
generation of younyg people. gave them practical.experience in
Communist theorv, discredited the experts, reinstated doctrinal
redness, raised Mao's thoughts to the level of holy writ along with
Marvism-Leninism, and made the cducational system nonelitist—
but at high cost in turmoil, lost industrial-agricultural production,
and in curtailed educational output caused by two to three years of
closed schools. ]

Is there any comparison with American student rebellions of the
Late 19602 United States dissidents were antigovernment, anti-
Vietnam War: Red Guards were initidlly anticapitalist. The Amei an
rebellion arose spontancously from the student mass; the wed
Suards were g ed from above as h.lr.lssing troops in a power
st Americs student rebels were mild comparedwith China's
Stucent aetivists, Cnina's Cultural Revolutton of 1966-69 was more
complicated and often more chaotic. Mao used Red Guards to harass
deviationiste: th fatter {really moderates considered insufficiently
Comminist-mi- dedyinturn organized aherRed Guards to fight off

radical Red Guords, When, by 1969, 1 People’s Liberation Army

had sFoped the more pugnacious Red crards to tarm work and re-
stored ordeswhat remained was app.cently more than Mao had

hoped ror: redness (Communiist doctr ey restored to primacy and

Mao's thoushts elevated as holy writ to “he level ot a sfatereligion,
Mao anticipated “continuots revolutios as aweapon against future

moves 1owe d capitalism in these wora. )
The peesent Great Caltunat Revoluticr coniv the first. L. The Com-
st Party and the people oomust nei heek thar evervthing wid be
Al nghtatier ane ortwogrea Cultural Booolinions, or even atier thiee
or tour,

Wit dasing effects did the Cultur o Revolution have oneduca-
tion? furmal s hooling was interrupted to two 1o three years, the
price Suowaswillingto pay toreaffirm Ch s Communist commit-
ment. 3ut the Caltural Revolution abo t- tirmed education as &
prime instrunsent of politics; assured prete nee to children of pea-
sants, workers. and soldiers; and, by linkine ducation with produc- .
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tion to serve agricultural and mdLmrmI needs. reinforced the work-
study concept.

What is an example of a school changed by the Cultural Rcvolu-
tion? This example is adapted from a Chinese source. Middle School
No. 28 began some reforms in 1958 by setting up a few small factories
and sending students to communes to help during busy seasons. But
revisionists in control stopped these activities, saying that they dis-
rupted the normal education pracedure. “The students were again
in an ivory-tower, separated from reality behind closed doors, read-
ing books, pushing for high marks and drivingto become tamous ex-
perts above the miasses.”” Confucius's idea that 7 ho excels in
[carning can be an official” lured st circrs e tealsy gyl
taught them to despise manual work, and requiea muach homee-
work, which worsened students’ health. Fellowing Chairman Mao
saying that the “working class must exercise leadership in ever.
thing.,” a Mao Tse-tung Thought Propagan: la Team of workers car
to the school in 1968 and put a revolution,. . committee in contr.:

Now No. 28 and all other schools are "oe-n daor’” schools whe.
have put education back into the correct wdcentation of trainis
warkers in both socialist consciousness and culture. The small ¢la- -
room of the school is integrated with the big classroom of socie
hook learning is closely related 1o actual class struggle and 1o pro-
duction. Students and teachers come into contact with workers,
peasants, anu soldiers. Now the school's‘three factories for making
electric motc-s, electronics equipment; and electroplating serve as
the school’s « hysics and chemistry classrooms. The school also has
agreements cith 14 outside factories, four agricultural brigades,
three state tarms, and three People’s Liberation Army companics.
Students study seven months in school classrooms and three months
in ~ociety's “big classrooms.” '

How did the Cultural Revolution alfect the arts? It made the arts
pervasively propagandistic: theater, film, radio, music, muscums,
and all'other forms of ¢ ultural communication. Chiang C hlm,, Mao's
forrth wife and a former Shanghdi actress. rose to eminence as the

’

~chief radicalizer ot all cultural entertdginment. She commissioned a -

few model propaganda operas and films. Chinese loveto ~ee, for ex-
ample, "Red Detachment of Women,” a modern revoluticnary
dance drama with stirring music. The familiar story is of a peasant’s
daughter. ill-treated as a slave in a prerevolutionan ereat house by
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the brutal landlord and his sons, They abuse her and leave her for
dead. She is found and nursed to health by the Red Army, joins it,
and as leader of a Red Detachment of Women, finds and kills the
landlord.

Other popular operas

'

Do filme o have siniilar seo

propaganda themes ©on their own, making ~
building ships, digg: r ountains, CFiery Year
well-done color tilne Lo voUusing a Soviet .
blast furnace 10 make steen tro g - i toomula for the Chirese

navy. But the Soviets leave and take witn them their blueprints, : wans.
and equipment. By trial and crrar and heroic effort the Chinese
workers figure out the steel-making process, produce the materials
for. the shins, and proudly set them afloat under the Chinese flag.

But ist.' this obvious propaganda reprehensible to us? Yes: -at
leastitisstrange in the context of our individualisim and free access to
a wide range of cultural media. China's cultural media, now con-
trolled and “propagandized” to tie its people’s thinking 1o national’
goals and to Chinese Communist morality, may be distasteful to
Americans.-On the other hand, some critics say the American cul-
tural media, being commercial and diverse, are often debased to the
lowest appetite for sex and violence, making their influence dis-

‘cordant and harmful to children.

In.the United States not long ago at least one cultoral genre. the
cowhoy movie, came as close 1o being morally and perhaps doc-
trinally focused as current Chinese operas and films are. Cowboy
heroes like Ken Maynard, Tom Mix, Buck Jones, and Hoot Gibson
provided an ethic of right and wrong, chivalry, fair play, loyalty, re-
spect for the opposite sex; and therights of the weak. On the Satur-

day matinee’s silver screen the virties exemplified by then-believ- ~

able heroes and heroines in a frontier setting included courtesy,
kindness, loyalty, bravery, and truth. Now, the U.S. cinema, disdain-
. } . . . e . i

ing censorship, offers such provocadive, titillating cultural fare as

“The Graduate” (“adolescent” identificationy, *’Cool Hand Luke" -

(rebellion against the faw), and "“Bonnic and Clyde” {glamour of
crime) as a coterie of creative talent explores the profeund moral
changes now affecting America.

China's choice, at this stage of its artistic development, is 10’
enforce a moral, doctrinal tone, as in “Red Detachment of Women'™
and “Fiery Years.” ,
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The Youth Re °

Rt- Cmng schoul—if examinations —ad gro - i down-
play:  mow students evaluated? Because Maots tre--abhors
elitisz - nd . wrusts intellectuals, tests were and are i zed. No
diplc o5 o degrees are awarded: certiticates inc :te ¢ompleted
prog: mv. | =t atallschoollevelsone o tvo perte nare . the dis-

cretic  of cor b school's revolutionary committee) - nd to 1= open-
book prob 'm-rolving. group etiorts. o wulati\(r( +hoer ecords
are ke ot, eveitating behavior andideolog ! eorrectness orethan
academic abibty. Weak students are helpe [ by teachers and espe-”
cially by pewrs, particularly by organized vi ath groups. Electronics '
students at Tsinghua University, for example, are tested by - orrect-
ing faulty circuits. Economics students take practical university grad-
uation examinations by giving lectures to nearby coal miners. For
graduation examination, a history student may interview the miners
and describe historically how their attitudes and output were
chanved by the Cultui o1 Revolution of 1966-69. Practical, collective”
effor over a lonu tinn - ~uin has taken the place of t2oretical, indi-
vidu_sized, com:etitiv-- «.ams over a short period.

i Guard youths are made to do farm work an:” city youths are
disil, ~ioned with the prospect of a lifetime 6f commrune work, Why?
Since it was initiated by Mao in 1968, resettlement fr. mcitiesto rural
areas nas been a fact of life for over 10 million yourz people. Need-
ing over 80% of its people for agricultural producticn, China cannot
give employment to all urban primary and middle school graduates
(12 Chinese cities have a population over one million). By and large,
this urban-to-rural shift, one of the largest.organized population
movements in history, is cune willingly. Two-thirds of those going to

32
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theco oade sages 14 and 15 fo now il be a paimanent

nove.  “hovce cnal visits Fack to b iy G riends.

Leo o curs amid tirking N afare, whing d-up
enthu noeed s flving, cinging, Uts of jov (and no
doubt we o apprehenson). Oneheg: o sense the copth,
vigor, 1o ttheserve-the=peop = mott ~oung people know
what - o nung into. as do their parer Mainly, they move
willine - ~ urban crowding on oo sachwardr oss—for
China b o futare national oo 0 5 an estimated’ 1.5
callics e 0 Laies were Crusticated L esettled. That year
trom i nins o ance, acenterofheavs ~¢. . yinManck iria. the
240,000 4 4o wentto the counts ¢+ ncluded 96 . of the
provin . = iddle school graduare: TS, assigned tactory
work, v red tucky. A handtil selected for further
educat: ST after at least two v arm or factory work,
167,001 hina were selectec iy < units for university
tudy. ,

Is ni tion inevitable? There ¢ dissatisfaction. The
regime - srake adjustments b ap some who have
worked a0 ore countryside to renur At woork in their
home « - compticg single conilds i 1ae youngest inoa
tamily; » along e omitheirhome oo ssome Party workers
to live v a1 guiae raw youths unti ey are adjustedt; by
urging ¢ nmurs o cabers to help new ity uaths adjust gradually

to the ricors of rusc. life; by giving governm-t allowances to help
feed city . ouths uni thes toughen up enoug 1o produce and varn
a much as their reecd-born colleagues,

But isn't this 1o -ced lobor? Calling fesetti--ment forced labor is
open to question. “lost city youths accept it as routine. as expected,
as a chailenge. N+ ot o them initially revel ir it as a mark of adult-
hood, as a test ¢ maturity, as Jlfilling the  roles as builders of
Chinese . omne am. For those @ abued wit™ “ovolutionary enthusi-+*
asm. resecbrmes rocreates the -arasings, rruggles, and sacrifices
carli-r Chanese . »mmunists encured. Young Chinese are brought

up i dship aies, Asic - e past, ageis respected. Old people are
i o ospeak in scho_e-.abouwt the bad old days, Revolutionary
leader tellof the early £ .tdships, of the Long March of 1934-35 to
escane Chiang Kai-shet  encircle:a . Factory apd commune
act - . »ments are prais- For thes ans urban youths going to
Mo
N3
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the  ountry teel - ore pride thas eac
apgeontment, mes acceptance ti rege
to ~erve thar ing ation to shuk. ey b
immensely since D49, They arepwd i
up’ that s, take o+ her rightiul §ace o
Such idealism abe o their country and it
CoOmmMUNIsM seer o satisfy many v out
How good is o hina's higher cdecaty
dher visitors are more critical thar cor
Frcher ¢ Booation By one account. - o
nons ot Higher learning have poor ¢ iy
wratts, and graduses whose training as

stitutions awith bonter staffs and - v
arigin, these stac s of higher edu o:
aevie nt son ater military n

icant 1 olowical pressure on prote s
comn s In 1958-60, 0 consolictron
put or  cademiCachicyvement ar e
tion o alt-work, halt-studs progr oo
velopr -nt I the 1966-64 Culturai oy obs

and ~che dowere targely ddosed. s
HET

])Til“.lt als ('()HT‘EILI(‘(i i)!'l\v(‘(‘n redness e

radicai 1 seemizy retteat and mo cerate
Do o iversity intellectuals oo el?
truste Alectuals, have placed
them, and bave ~oughtto remold =t -min
moderate succes- Intellectuals in nma. .
Communist countries, frustrate th regis
Ceducaion instituat ons, More wosien in eny
more students, ar i a higher pre sortion o
students—higher cducativnis st China'syw
expertness coexist warily. Witk tao gon
must, if thevwantto speed natic Hevelor
achievemen® over | )
L ferences o ven o g i

At

e llepge v
ore wilic aness

b Tne has improved

b has at ast stood

ceineowarld's - oations,

weent elevation: ander

N ntAmerican and
e oabour hing
Hina s HHd it
Jequate teaching
a0rt. The bost in
E pro-Cor aune
REATETATIS
“thereowe g -
ents tooair hen o
e cmphiasies
gt on the inrodr,
roaud manpower G-
Fperiod, gniveraities
1970 the struggle tor
nxpertness, botveen
ipparent cor M
al Naoists B e
qos ronthisiast onver
v 7 schoos—w by
the USSR ar o dher
Despite more icher

coring and me  anics,
casantrworker  dier
deostlink. Redne - oand
pragmatic moderates

Nt elevate acae: i

fowte o dome oo mean tolerating -
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China’s “Can D2 " Atutude

Whm particularly impresses Ame-ican observers abe - 100l-
trained Chinese youth? Their*can do ™ attitude does, and t -+ beliof
that much can be done with short ti uning. “'Barefoot docic. . for
example, are peasants trained for  brief period—~ufuall. three

months—to treat minor illnesses .1 wmmon disease wvide
health education, immunize un.. - other preventive - ces,
supe'rvise sanitation. and educate  cople about family . -ing.
They do farm work until necd-* 1or medical service. o paid
basically as worker-peasants w:- ile extra coﬁw;wns}qiion. They
seem proud to serve. The public - ovvos andd estee-as them. tten
medical students are chosen trom amaong barefoot docters. & vme-
times young women are lraince. - -month period to be soth

midwives and barefoot doctors. “hev wnow enough to care sde-
quately for minor ailments and te refer e serious cases to - ~vsi-

cians. In this and other ficlds the A ke willingness o - peri-
ment with short traming periods t« ¢ ...¢ needed manp. -+ and
‘womanpower.

What about medical education? v one account, the relatively few
doctors China-trained before 1949 practiced mainly i+ “he big cities.

Hospitals were alsy, in the cities. no’ v ossibleto the measant ooor,
"China trained 18 times as many doc fro 7949 10 9GS T
1929 to 1949. This pace-hasincreased yyrea ' v the aiturs, -
lution of 1966-69, witny over B0 of wrz! e wervinzrural ze )le,
Medical students wh' haveseveraly=si-  pos--midc=schial . ork

experience start clinical study duiing the rrstosar o ne t” ree-vear
program. Physicians nelp train the'over . ~2 miliion baratas dostors

(peasants gave them that affectionate = e, 2nough “ow =~ - reto
serve or visit frequently each corim ... prod. “ion ri:.de,
5.
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China's basic organized work unit.. Visiting physicians from the
United States and elsewhere, most of them objective and many ini-
tally critical, generally praise the quality and low ‘cost of medical
education and health services. Chinese acupuncture has attracted
particularly close attention from the West. = ‘

What accounts for China's “can do' attitude?As onthe American
frontier, necessity for creative substitutions. But the Chinese scem
also to have an unusudl sense of mission, of participation, of com-
mitment to an ideal greater than themselves, The group s clearly
more important than the individual. They feel they can do something
about avoiding famine, recovering from floods and carthquakes,
building a bridge, digging a canal, running factories and com-
munes, lowering the birth rate, and running a schaol. The Chinese
know and their children love to hear the story often quoted by Mao
about the Foolish Old Man and the Mountain. The old man needed
crop land to grow food and the mountain stood in the way. Each
evening the old man spent time after his day’s fabor moving buckets
of earth from the mountain. His neighbors laughed at him. “Why do
you wear yourseif out? You will never move the mountain.” But the,
old man smiled and said: “When | die, my sons will carry on: whep
they die, there will be my grandsons, and then their sons and grand-
wons, and so an throughout time. High as the'mountain is, it cannot
grow higher. With.every-bitwe dig:itwill be that much lower. Surely,
some day we will move the mountain.” The old man smiled and went
on moving buckets of earth from the mountain. s :

This belief in “people power,” hard work, and group effort to
solve problems is, in China, highly motivating and a powerful toolin
raising children along ideclogical lines.

Does this attitude come from school? From Chinese society?
From communism? From-Maoism? It comes from all these sources.
And from over 4,000 years of experience-and wisdom. It may begin
communally with muliple mothering, or more properly, multiple
parenting. First there is the mother—caring, nursing, fondling.
When she is at work dufing the day there are the several “aunties” in
the nursery, all surrogate mothers, who offer love, care, guidance.
Most often there are grandmothers and grandfathers too who hold,
handle, fondle, care, and guide the young children. As in Sparta,
every adult is parent to every child, bothin theory and practice. Asin
USSR nurseries and Israeli kibbutzim, everyone knows how youths

36
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should be raised, everyone cares how youths are rasied; everyoneis
involved,

What is the key sacialicing factor? The key socializing factor may
be that all'the mother and father figures scem to bave in common a
strong central value system which permeates the child-rearing years,
the schooling process, and adult life. The influence of this value Sys-
tem an the new human being’the Chinese are trying to fashion con-
tinues as the adult moves into normal multiple allegiances: family,

‘work, Mao' Tse-tung study groups, local révolutionary commit-

tees, commune teams, and brigade units,

|
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A Hothouse of Revolution

A Il can’t be that rosy. What about dissatisfied youth who votewith
their feet against comununism? Some disillusionment exists.. A
Taiwan source lists as high a number as 2,965,557 who have fled the
mainland since 1949, probably including Chiang Kai-shek's wealthy

" nationalist followers. Some dissident youths have braved the ar- ’
duous trek to the coast and the eight-hour (or more) illegal dan-

gerous swim to Hong Kong. An unknown number have been killed
by sharks or shot or intercepted by Communist patrol boats. Since
1949, most of the tiny pefcentage who fled were propertied and pro-
fessional people opposed to and threatened by communism.

For the 800 million majority whe sided with Mao against Chiang,

the Communist regime has, in little more than 25 years, revived
" China's centuries-old pride, recalling the thousands of years when

it was in fact the “middle” kingdom, i.e., the central, most cultured
countfy under heaven to whom neighbors eagerly came to kowtow
and to learn. Some admire the Communist regime for turning society
upside down, for-clevating the lowly masses forthe first time. China
is thus a land of revolution and, while Mao lived, was in continuous
revolution. N o

Why this radical.stress on continual turmoil? Chinais closer to its
revolution than we are toours, is more idealistic, more enthusiastic,
and hence feels more emotions toward its founders and founding
ideas than we do toward ours. The Chinese are still more dedicated
to overthrowing tyranny than we, still more fearful of a return of ex-
ploitation than we. The revolutionary spirit is stressed and incorpo-
rated in the person and saying®of Mao so that the masses will attempt
and_sustain seemingly impossible tasks—for communism, for the
revolution, really for China, because Chinese communism is basi-
cally Chinese nationalism. - :
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How can education functio  offectively in a hothouse of revoly-

“tion, of continual agitation? 11 the Chinese Communist context,

education goes beyond schoolin.g; itis one with culture and includes
drama, opera. dance. museur - radio, films, newspapers, all forms of
literature, and the entire ran_-- of cultural media. It also embraces
recreation and entertainmen:  n China evervthing is educative; the
whole society educates. Coni- inism was 1o Mao (he was long dis-
Jainful of the USSR) a vehicle 1o carry out bold socialexperiments in
aplifiing the poor Chinese beasant. Education in the broadest
sense—includins language ar s oncepts—is o chief means toward
this end, More 1 i other Conmunist cauntries, the word pople
is deliberately ¢ d fo s revolutiondry connotation: the People’s
Republic of Ching o People’™ Liberation Armiy, the people’s cur-
rency,andso on. Re b onis sailarly used forideotogical exhorta-
tion. ' o

Dissatisfaction. «  ons. tacrons, and ethnic yearning surely

exist. But China’sti: - svand 1oe - alike ponder how the Communist
regime has been ab: mstidlan ong Chinese dscemingly new mor-
Ality, altraism. selfl: s, worvesthe-people attitude, and willing-
nessto try to move —intaies .\ sitors who like some things and dis-
like other thing. .. 1 Chi=a «till see no casy way to explain its
motive-force oth:: 1 by s coommunal cooperation and revolu-
tionary dedication. .

In conclusion, v cate we loarn from Chinese educators and

they fromi us? Anasic i raises its voung-in keeping with its own his-
tory, culture, and +i i1 of the future. We cannot successfully bor-
row directly from Chi-a or they from.us.

We canstudy - - . ~schoolinnovations and ponder their effect:
their work stuch, “tene-ioenriched programs; rural resettling of
urban youth:: “weir eievating formerly disadvantaged peasant/ -

worker/soldi- ¢ "drers: instilling altruistic, moral, ethical, and serv-
ing attitudes. i : ’

We can compar - thece with our own innovations: career educa-
tion, educational T . closed-circuit TV, team teaching, teaching ma-
chines, open oducation, work-study”and action learning. school
integration, open university admissions, performance contricting,
accountability, vouthers. We can try to assess how well curinnova-
tions work for us in comparison with how well theirs work for them,

““We can ask what forces compelled us to embark on our school in-
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ot

novations: economic afd manpower needs to meet the Russian cold
war challenge; ine shock of Sputnik; space age defense; landing
men on the moon; wars of national liberation; and, internally, revo-
lutions Of rising expettations as the deprived (blacks. Puerto Ricans,

native Awgricans, other ethnic groups, poor whites, wmnon)soug,hl
entry intethe afflience of the . American mainstream.

We can compare our school-shaping forces with those affecting
China’s schools: replacing capitalism with socialism and then com-
munism; overturning socicty so that the masses are elevated; trans-
forming the world's largest backward peasant country into a world
power; strengthening a nation with 12 bordering neighbors, some of
whom have taken China's territory; Taiwan’s pln;zrlck threats to in-
vade the mainland. .

Ourschool innavations have cost more, have been accompanied
by mixed enthusiasm, and are less than moderately successful.
China’s school innovations have cost less, have apparently been
publicly supported and implemented, and are judged to be more
than moderately successful.

We can ask why our schools and our society seem out af Rbaso
why Chinese schools and society exhibit a rare unity. Wo began mass
education earlier, were economically prosperous, and spentalarger
portion of our wealth for schools. China had alate start, washind re-

»mains less viable economically, and has spent a smailer pottion of

her resources on schools. Our school progiress stems from a complex
mixture of local, state, and fedéral support; an educated and dedi:

cated teaching profession; and cooperation from publishers and
other private enterprises. The Chinese people have followedd the
lead of the Chinese Communist Party and its ideology.

In the end, America will use free enterprise and individualism 1o
strengthen professionalism and . government leadership in educa-
tion. The Chinese have gambled their future on Chinese com-
munism. We each move along our own ideological tracks toward the
unknown future. But we have in common the human experience
and can benefit from comparing how each raises and educates its
children,
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Appendix

To aid continuity and to enrich understanding of the People’s
Republic of China, the following are presented: Briof Facts, Brief
History, School Summary, and Mao Talks About Education. .

Brief Facts

Size: 3.7 million square miles, the world’s third largest country—
after USSR (8.6 million square miles), and Canada {3.8 million square
miles). The United States is fourth (3.6 million square miles).

Location: Dominates East Asia; share 13,210-mile land boundary

with 12 neighbors, including USSR {4,150 miles) and India. Ching has
had border clashes with both, - :
Population: 800 million (a low estimate), world’s fargest popula-
tion; one of every four persons on earth s Chinese. An estimated
one billion population by 1980. It is claimed that many birth control
centers and instruction in the use of inexpensive devices have beeén
in effectsinee 1953; delayed marriage is encouraged (women age 23,
men 25). There is some doubt that the campaign is’or can be en-
forced in rural areas. . -
5 Economy: Eighty-five percent rural with cight out of 10 working

in agriculture; only 11" of China's vast land is arable; little food s -

grown on remaining deserts, mountains, wasteland, or urban areas
(some dozen cities have populations of one niillion or more cach, in
cluding:Shanghai, over 10 million—world’s largest city—and Peking,

- capital, over four million). Ninety-six percent of the people live on

onessixth of the land, mainly on the coastline or near life-giving
rivers {Yellow, Yangize, Pearl); an average,of 1,200 persons per
square mile. Survival by intensive cultivation of every square inch
has been aided since 1949 by construction of many dams and vast
refarestation, which have actually changed some temperature pat-
terns. Small but growing industries: iron, steel. coal, machines, tex-
tiles; strenuously self-reliant in produting most necessities but lacks
chemical fertilizer, tomplex machinery, scientists, highly skilled

technicians™Grdss National Product in 1970 abotit $125 billion, or .

$145 per capitay (United States, $1,000 billion, or $5,000 per capita:
USSR, .$500 billion, or $2,000 per capita; India, $45 billion, or $85 per
capita). The average worker's income is $20-%50 per month,

)
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Ethnic Groups and Languages: Ninety-four percent Han group,
6% minorities: Mongols, Chuangs, Tibetans, Manchus, others (some
with over one million population), living mainly in sparsely settled
border areas. Main language: Mandarin (the northern dialect);
many other dialects. All literates, however, understand written

" Chinese.

Religion: Before 1949, ethical concepts from Confucianism, Tao-
ism. and Buddhism dominated; also many believed in ancestor
worship, animism: 2.5% are Moslem, 1% are Christian. Religious
worship has been curbed since the Cultural Revolution of 1966-69,
when the few existing churches were closed or converted 1o
museums (some Christians are said to worship in secret).

Literacy: Fifty percent of those over age 15 and 40% of thosc over
age 25. . '

Life Expectancy: About 50 years.

Brief History :

“Middle Kingdom™: Continuous culture for over 4,000 years.
Dynastic emperors ruled under a “mandate of heaven™ (akin to
divine right of kings). China always viewed itself as the most superior
and cultured central empire on earth; all outsiders were “bar-
barians” who kowtowed and paid hoimagé. .

- Confucius: 551-479 B.C., stressed orderly class hierarchy, su-
periority of the scholar, moral rightness of orderly government. This
loyalty and ethical behavior were furthered By Mencius, 372-289
B.C.. by Taoism’'s stress on man's harmony with nature; and by
Legalism, a philosophy stressing social order and discipline from the

‘empéror downward. Long-nailed scholars, exalted by passing clab-

orate .examit.ations and mastering Confucian . and other classics -
(scholars could—but rarely did—come from the peasantry), were
sinecured civil servants between the masses and the emperor.
furope was backward when China invented movable type print-
ing, magnetic compass, gunpowder, crossbow, saddle, stirrup.
wheelbarrow, water-powered  spinning  wheel, paper money,
paddlewheel boats. . o :
Humiliation: Engrossed in the wisdom of her classics, inward-
looking in-her cultural superiority, China ignored early science and
the industrial revolution which made:Europe militarily powerful and
ready to Christianize and trade for her riches: tea, porcelain, fabrics,

4
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art, ivory, jade, brass, bronze. Europeans humiliated China militarily
and occupicd her ports. Winning the Opium Wars (1839-42, 1856-60),
Britain, then France, forced opium sale in China and vsed the pro-
ceeds to pay for Chinese exports. In the Sino-Japanese War (1894-
95), China lost Korea and Taiwan. The Boxer Rebellion (1898-1900)
ended when Europeans quelled this Chinese attempt to expel for-
eigners and established the “"Open Door™ or the equalization of
European occupation of Chinese ports,

Nationalists: “"We are an open dish fit to be carved and eaten,”
said revolutionary Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925), whose forces toppled the
Manchu Emperor (1911). Only the USSR aided the new government,

~with Stalin's secret order to take over from within, to make Com- -

munist China.a Soviet satellite, Sun Yat-sen's successor, Chiang Kai-
shek (1887-1975), trained by the Soviets, broke with and bitterly

fought the Chinese Communists (Chinese Communist Party was

formed in 1921). _

Communists: Along with other Communists, Mao Tse-tung—a
pvam?nnl's son and sometime teacher, newspaper editor, Party or-
ganizer, and professional revolutionary—resisted Chiang’s anti-
Communist drives while also ousting warlords and landlords and
organizing peasant support. Mao emerged as leader after the “Long
March™ of 1934-35 when only 20,000 survived a harrowing 6,000-mile
trek 10 north China mountains (out of 100,000 familics who fled
Chiang’s encirclement). Seeing Japan as the immediate enemy
(Japan invaded Manchuria in 1931 and soon controlled much of
China). Mao forced Chiang in 1937 into an un&lsy united front.

World War Il's Pacific operations eased pressure on China and

brought Allied victory in 1945,

Communist Victory: Despite China's exhaustion, Chiang, aided
by funds and arms from the United States, continued to fight the
Communists, Many of hissoldiers déserted to the Communists. Peas-
ants, disgusted by Nationalist corruption, shifted their support. Un-
like Chiang’s undisciplined forces, the Communist army did not loot,
kill, or rape. Mao's eight rules of conduct were: 1) speak politely,
2) pay fairly for whatyou buy, 3) return everything you borrow, 4) pay

for anything you damage, 5)- do not hit or swear at people, 6) do |

not damage crops, 7) do not take liberties with women, 8) do notiill-
treat captives, Chiang, with support waning, fled to Taiwan. On
October 1, 1949, Mao proclaimed the People's Republic of Chinas
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Maoist Politicizaticr: Belieing that people, not material things,
are decisive, Mao politicized Chinag’s peasantry. At the village level,
‘enemies” were named, tried, and panished by the villagers them-
seives (one to three million were execated; many more landlords,
asurers, businessmen were re-edacated " and redeemed): peasants
helped redistribate land; campaigns against corruption, waste,
burcaucracy, dishonesty, and vermin were conducted.”
Intellectuals: Needing  intellectuals” sapport, Mao  said
February, 1957, “Let a handred flowers bloom, leta handred sch
of thought contend.” The resalting flood of criticism frightenedyhe
Party. Intellectaal recalcitrants were execated; others were senti\lo
work on farms,
Great Loap Forward: By mass regimentation from 19)8 60. Mao
forced the pace of modernization. Factory aiid commune quotas
were set ever higher: backyard blast farnaces sprang up: people |
were marched to work and hoased and fed commanally. Peasants
resisted the breakup of family life. The Great Leap failed, but Mao
“industrialized” many peasants and whippvd a nation into self-

relianee. ¢ . -
Cultural Revolution 1966-69; Mao disliked the Party leaders’
evident drift from communism toward private gain and comfort. To .

offset USSR-like “reyisionism®’ (imitating capitalism hy producing
consumer goods to l)uy off discontent), to reverse an emerging self-
serving clite, to reinstate revolationary zeal, Mao closed universi-

- ties and middle schools and sent 14 million rampaging Red Guard

n

youths to harass leaders who were “taking the capitalist road."” Hav-
ing shocked leaders back to commanism, the army disbanded the
faction-ridden Red Guards and sent the wildest youths to do farm
work, Mao politicized a new generation and made all agencies, in- -
cluding schools, more dedicated to commanism.

Anti-Confucius Lin Piao Campaign After 1970: By discrediting
Confucias's advocacy of traditional family loyalty, this campaign en-
hanced the Mao-favored serve-the-people attitude. -Moderate Lin
Piao, once named Mao's successor, was calted a traitor (he report-
edly died in a 1971 plane crash escaping to the USSR), for allegedly
plotting Mao’s removal and for wanting technical “ expertness.” His
memory has been downgraded, along with Confucius’s stress on
harmony and primacy of the ehlo scholar, whllo doctrinal “redness”
has been pr.nsod !
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-+ Communcs: Each of the over 80,000 communes ells crops to the
government at-a fixed price and makes almost everything for seli-
sufficiency. Commune families work common land (but cach family
also has its own private gardening plot and private apartment), The
communce is administered by arevolutionary committee of Party and
army. workers which docs overall planning and manages schools,
hospitals, and health centers. Ma Chio People's Commune near
Shanghai in 1973 had an average annual income of $450 per house-

“_hold, 'or $84 per person. Pay, made at the grassroots production team

level. is based on points giver for the kind and amount of work, for
attitude toward labor, and for participation in exercises, communal
concerns, and discussions of Mao's thoughts.

After Mao: Mao Tse-tung died on September 9, 1976, eight
months after Chou En-lai’s death. Moderate Hua Kuo-feng first suc-
ceeded Chou as premier, dealt with dislocations fromsevere August
carthquakes, then succeeded Mao as Party chairman on October 12,
after arresting some 40 top radicals; including Mao's wife, Chiang
Ching, for allegedly planning a coup. Moderates; seemingly in
control, want education to produce technocrats in order to aid na-
tional development. Radicals, still contending, want education to
produce revolutionary successors, that is, Comimunist enthusiasts.

"".Sch(_)ol Summary ' :

School Policy: This has zigzagged between emphasis on intel-
lectual content for rapid national development, favored by moder-

ates, and practical work-study favored by Maoists (who prefer “rod-

ness” over expertiness).
School tadder: The pre-1966 6-3-3 pattern has been reduced 1o

“Hive-year clementary, two-year junior middle, and two-year senior
smiddle schootfor ses 710716, There is no compulsory educdtion. bur

the fivesyear elementary school is universal. Forty percent of the
middle schonl g group attend middle schools. Theaim of these
schools is * tre: tactary and farm workers, not to prepare stu-
dents for univer v entrance. ‘

Preschor ' Nuiseries for ages 6 months 1o 3 years and kinder-
gartens for wwes 4 10 7 years are available in communcs, housing
units, and factories. They provide physical and health care, toys,
food, bed rest. Children' learn niimbers, drawing, and correct social

attitudes, They sing songs and recite Mao sayings. There are small

‘
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fees for (Iay care {free 1or poor families). Trained teac hvrs varn anp
average of $20 per m nth,

Elementary and So- ondary: Elementary: The usual subjects—at
taught from the Marvian class struggle viewpoint. Some timelis spent
in factory-like conditions making tacks, chess sets, water pumps, etc.
Junior middle schools offer generdl education and senior middle -
schools offer advanced, specialized courses. Elementary and secon-

“dary schools emphasize problem-solving techniques that serve the

people: for example, on tiny plots of land, city middle school stu-
dents grow herbs for medicine, mushrooms for food.

University: Most school graduates enter lifelong farm work. Uni-
versity entrance is based on middle sehool plus two to three years'
work and recommendations of working peers: preference is given
red activists with worker/peasant/soldier parents. Enrollments have
heen cur in half since the Cultural Revolution of 1966-69. Most
courses have been shortened. Course planning is done jointly by
students and professors. Exams are often open book or problem
solving. \vvm;w monthly salarios: pl()f(-\sor $100-$150° lecturer,
$75; assistant lecturer, $35; graduate assistant, $23 to $28. All teach-
ers do some productive labor.

Mao Talks About E:ucation-

Study, Work, Rew Jution 39 In antier “umes the youth of
China.who studied -inder age neither & ooned revolutionary
theory nortook partan lat L Today little e ounionary theory s

tar htand'there are nosuc s asproduction movements in the
o solsovdr vast regions G country, 1t is onby in Yenan and in
the unti-Japanese base ares chind the enemy lines that the young
people are fundamentally © orent. . ' '

Qverloaded Curriculun: 11917): In the educational system of
China, required courses are as thick as the hairs ona cow.. .. Speau-
ating on the intentions ot the educators, one is led to wonder
whether they did not design such an unwieldly curricalumin order
to exhaust the students, to lmn}plv on their bodies,-and ruin their.
lives. ... How stupid!

\\(-II mun(l('(l Socialist Fducation (1957): Qur educational’policy
must ¢nable everyone’who receives an education to develop mor-
ally, intellectually: and physically and beqcome a well-educated
wor!{r‘wilh socialist cohsciousness. :
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f ucational Reform (1937): Radically reform the existing educa-
tional policy and system. . . . Newspapers, books, and magazines,
films, plays, literature, and art should all serve national defense.

Instructions to the People’s Liberation Army (1949) Protect all
public and private schools. hospitals, cultural and educational insti-
tutions, athletic fields, and other public welfare establishments. 1tis
to be hoped that all personnel in these institutions will remain at
their posts: the People’s Liberation Army will protect them from
molestation.

Redness 'and Expertness (1969): The-rélationship between red-
ness and expertness, between politics and work, stands for the unity
of 1o opposites. It is certainly necessary o criticize and repudiate
the tendency to ignore politics. It is necessary to oppose the arm-
chair politician on the one hand and the practicalist who has gone
astray on the other. -

Source of Correct Ides (19370 Where do corroct_ideas come
fro - Do they drop from i skies ™o, Are they innate inthe mind?
No . hey cor - from socia pract ¢ and from it alone; they come
from three kinds of social practic - the struggle for production, the
clss struggle, and 'scientific expe-rment, [tis man’s social being that
d-termines his thinking. Once th ~orrect ideas characteristic of.the
avvanced class are grasped by t - masses, these ideas turn into a
mter-al force which changes so:  ty and changes the world. )

\e Learning Without Labor (1-15): 1t takes a total of 16,17, ar 20

.ars 2ot one to reach the univers «v from primary school, and in this
nario: one never has a chance to ook at the five kinds of cereals, to
I,k o how the workers do their ~.ork, how peasants till their fields,
and how traders do business. In *he meantime, one’s health is also
ruined. Such an educational system is'harmful indeed. _

On Revolutionizing Educatior (1968): We must still run physics
and engincering colleges, but the period of schooling ought 10 be
shortened, the education [curriculum| revolutionized. proletarian
politics put in command, and the way of training personnel from the
ranks of the workers . . . adopted. Students must be selected from
workers and peasants with pracdtical experience, and after their study
at school for several years they should return 1o practical produc-
tion. . - R o
Practical Knowledge (1942): Look at certain students, thase

brought up in schools that are completely cut off from the practical
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activities of society. What about them? A person goesfromaprimary |

school of this kind all the way through to a university of the same
Kind, graduates, and is reckoned 16 have a stock of learnine Butall
he has is book learning: he has not taken partin any practical ac-
tivities or applied what he has learned to any field of life, Can such 4
person be regarded as g completely developed intellectual? Hardly.:
50, in my opinion. because his knowledge is still incomplete.

Let the Peap!e Rin Schools (194312 \WWe must take . . the primary
schoolsand turs tiem - - 1athe local r1ass0s Lo run by themselves;
the government will th. - give material assistance and will offer
guidance in-mattors of Py, - '

The Army Iy a. Schoo! 1949): Our ficld armies of 2,100,000 are
equivalent to several tho ssand universitios and secondary schools,
We have 1o rely. chiofly on the army to supply our waorking cadres.

Political Education (1957 We must strengthen our ideological
and politicalwork. Both students and intellectuals should study hard. -
But in addition. to the stucs of their specialized subjects, they must
make progress both ideolaically and politically, which meane they
should study Marxism, cur-+nt events-and paiitical problems. Notio
have a correct political-peinrofview s like having no soul. , '

Overlearning and Rey stonism (1964): Marxist books should be
studied. but we also must oy read too many of them. .., Should one
read too many of them., on.- would proceed to the negative side and
become a bookworm or 4 revisionist. '

Examinations as Surpris. Attacks (1964): Examinations at presedt
are like tackling enemies, ~of people. They are surprise attacks, full
of catch questions. They ar-- nothing but a method-of testing officialf
stereotyped writing, | disapprove of them and advocate wholesale
transformation. ) o

Check List for Teacher, (1929): 1) Resort to the method of en-
lightenment (abolish inculcations); 2) proceed from the short-range
to the long-fange; '3) proceed fromthe superficial to the deep: 4y
speak in popular language; 5) be explicit; 6) make what you say inter-
estingz#hqid speech with gesticulation: 8) review concepts taught
last time-9)Ntilize an outline; -10) utilize discussion groups. ’

Unreliabily of Intellectualk (1939): Intelloctuals often tond to he,
subjectiveand’ individualistic. impractical in their thinking, .. -
resoliire inaction il they have thrown themselves heart ane soul
into mass revolutionary stragglds, oF mak -+ up their minds 1o serve

e
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the.interests of the masses anc secome one with them. ... tallof
them will rema: « revolutionaries 1o the end. Some will (dr 5 oul of
the revolutionasy ranks at critical moments and Hecome Hassive,
while a few mav even become enemies of the rev - ution. 1 e intel-
lectuals can overcome theirshorcomings onlyin rassstrugeies over
a long period.

Dealing wit: Intellectuals (19481: Our Party <hould, therefore,
adopt a careful attitude towards students, teachers, professors,
scientific workers, art workers, and ordinary intellectuals. We should
unite'with them, educatethem, and give them posis according to the
merits of each case, and only a tiny number of die-hard counter-
revolutionaries among them will have 1o be appmmml(‘l) dealtwith
through the mass line.

Young Revolutiondries (1969): New China must care for her
youth and show concern for the growth of the vounger genceration,

. The young worker and peasant, the educated youth, and the
young pdopleinthe armed forces are heroic and energetic and well
disciplined. Without'them the cause of revolution and comstiuction
cannot he successful. S

Learn from the Masses (1964): Strength comas from the masses.

. After becoming a teacher, ane must learn from the masses in
order to understand how one stands in one’s own studies,
— City Youth to the Countryside (1968): 1t.is absolutely necessary
for educated young people 16 go 1o the countryside to be reedu-
cated by the people. . ., Cadres and other city people should be

persuaded tosend theirsons and daughters who have finished junior
8 J

or senior middle school, college, or university 1o the countryside. .

Comrades throughout the countryside should welcome them:

Conl/numg Education (1944): In our educatlon we must have not
only regular primary and secondary schools but also ~catternd i
regular village schools. new paper-reading croaps. w! ay
classes. Not only must we have - hoot of the nodern hooesw aust
also utilize and transform the old stvie village schools.

tearning and Revolution (1958): Benjamin Franklir discovered
clectricity, though he began as a nevspaper boy, What tearning did
Jesus have? . .o IUis always those wi~ bess learning who overthrow
those with more learning, .

Learning to Swim (c. 1959): If yoi: are resolved to do it, vou can.
certainly learn, whether you are young ar old. 1 will give-vou an
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example. 1 really learned 1o swim well only in 1954; previously | had
not mastered it. In 1954, there was an indoor pool at Tsinghua Uni-
versity [in Peking]. | went there every day with my hag, changed my
clothes, and for three months without interruption | studied the
nature of water. Water doesn’t drown people. Water is afraid of
people. - , '
Last Poem (to Chou En-ldi, 1975); -
Now thdat our country has become red,
~ Who will be its guardian? Qur mission, unfinished, ,
. may take a thousand years. The struggle tires us, and our hair
is gray. o : -
You and 1, old friends, can we just watch our efforts be washed
away? ' -
“Ching Has Stood Up (1949): Our nation will never again be an
insulted nation, We have stood up. ' :
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