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PR Prefatorz note The fo]lowang\is‘a trag;dript of a talk presented October
e o -at the bl-week1y semJnarrof the :Department of Anthropology, Unfiv- PR
S ‘ erS1ty of California, Berkeley.™: ilt; should be read as an 1nforma1 presentation .’
‘of work in preparation rather: than a’ finished paper. Comments w111 be A
'welcomed and appreciated Cog L :

TN : el L.

This. presentat1on 1s based in fleld research conducted 1n yest‘_ R S
Oakland California, - dur1ng 1966 an 1967 Most of the data d1scussed'were .
collected after. the official 1nformant-1nvestlgator situation had g1ven way f »

to informal chats. Records’ of these chats were kept 'since they prOV1deq '
rich biographical 1nformat1on about 1nformants It turned out that there &
was much of interest in them in addition to the personal h1story data ‘they ' ‘l 2

9
contain. o - - _ o o

Introduction ) ‘ . BRI . -
First of all, I would liKe to d1scuss some baseS'Of 1ntFa =group
identification among Black peopleﬂﬂgo 1nhab1t urban ghettoes Secondly, -1 .
’want to talk briefly about the economy of .the’ ghetto, eSpec1a11y as.hit’ ' g&ﬁl
pertains to the strategies Black Americans have evolved to deal with their
subs1stence problems. I will attempt to relate these strateg1es to %he
presence of in-group schisms ‘and to show how they serve "to create pers1st1ng
intra-group divisiveness. Th1rd1y, I want to Show how partnc%pat1on in" a ‘
.common cultural her1tage. part1cu1ar1y in the .area of speech behav1or servos o
* to reaffirm and dramat1ze solidarity in the>face of .many. divlsive fordés., ”f‘"l, :
_ In this section I will devote SOWe attention to.4 few. aspects of Black 7243 -afj
R AmeriCIn Speech behavror and conVentions of usage. e or

. o . PR ) 5 “
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_ Llack urban communrt1es. low per cap1ta income,. u,~$tandard hous1ng, 1ow - -
f 3 /status occupaﬁlons*and low Tevel.of edutationa] attainment‘m fn.al] Of these o

;j”f"v- 7areas Black urban’ ‘communities d!é conspicuous]y dlfferent from the 1arger o :
:"f'. . f American communlty in thisiera” of" abUQoance. Theire are, howevery some ! 2""-Lﬁﬁw-¥f
faf;kf: ; ;.add1t1onal areas ‘of homogeneity wh1chPrare1y receéive attention bedause of ¢
Fa \thelr oste slble/lack of - relation to the concerns of the, wﬁdqr communlty, ' L
TR .vthese 1hcﬂude dimen$1bns along whlch heterogeneity exists'whlch have far

L.Ti /, ',reach1ng 1mpriqat1ons for th% groupﬁas a wholeks\\~. - ; a'a' L

i‘

- é
- The’ means ahd moﬁes §% statfst§cians tend to mask the: edueationai,.

iu; . economic’ and occupat1onal d1fferent1at1on present°1n the ghetto.v -An’ add1t1onal g
.}}f; . area of cleavage wh1ch cannot be OVerstressed as a basis for&sqﬂ1ts 1n the s };.‘fﬁ
‘:/'° Ifcommun1ty mlght be. 1abe1ed "11ﬁe style. o It 1s as 1mportant as any of the ;,Q : ,W%
Ve , former for intra- cu1turaﬂ d1fferent1atio and def1nitions of. 1n~group status e

' 'to the extent that‘groups may be-. sdid»to\_xiSt
o pmlnt 1ater.,. Lo ﬁr* S %x el'! ﬂfw

. _ \ , - The inhab1tants of}th;?;hetto see themselves a11ke in thq; they have f;df £
' hald aqcommon exper1ence v1s’*‘v1s the whi%e world “They' also fee1 that they‘ .

share a; pommon cu]tural herftagé'whmoh 1nv01ves céﬁ%aln kinds oﬁ ﬁreferences. t.y'._
. such asﬁln -diet, enterta1hmenﬁ1wetcw"1n thiéhéecohd matter there istan , gt;‘ -
o awaren S that,dliferences \n regxoha] backg" und do not: make this true o

C - g
- '--,_,-———_ X o * e

=== "% across “the#oard. e .”"f_ e ”f Ly

1 k2

.

PConcernﬂng the matter of ;the commﬁh_expér1ence 1t is treabed as.a
R 'truth which is for the most -part unequ1vo" 1. 1 belieye it is ‘fair to say - ¢
that the ex1stenge of an American BIack man ‘hb_has never been made. to’ fee] :
o _ penallzedg§p3 account of h1s racyaTimembenshjp'wgu]d be dﬁsbelleved Such
Vo aeclaim b%ZA% Black man would be beltgyed to he;ﬁased on 1gnorance, stupidity >
e or 1nsen51i&w1ty, andaother Black

. ould take pains to show h1m where he is

: hands of wh1tes. the 1ssue.o
oA controversial and unsettléd.
-'regional dimension fading in’i

L it be sett}ed by rurql-urban, ‘_,-Fp;'
. |educated nneducated or: rlch- : '

Blacks see trends, but feel
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The group. then at‘ghe h1ghest 1ev%1}1s deﬁined in opposition 40" another
group and this forms a bagds fOr 1ntra grqu 1dentif1cation and inter-grOup 9

r

boundaries Most recengly, there has been ‘a greater emphas1s on the common

i

cu1tura1 heritage aspect with a shift in-u der]inIng common descent from _¥~f
Afr1can ancestors wh1ch stresses a share 'uTtural content. Perhaps the q :

, *tmen

’}.fmembers As the v1ctims rather&than the perpethator?éz

-',\

\, Many 1ns1ghts have been-gaingd 1nto the psycho]ogical ramificatiéns

of racial d1scr1m1nat1on through the dontr1but10ns of both social scien«ists

' and novelists. However, feelings of 1nfer1or1ty and se}fvhathed are, not

o Wpaht and parce] of the. Bladk man\s‘self-lmage “The: values of the maagrlty
"”ehavekhn somefareas tended- to be, n0rmat1ve f7r~thfs mi;ority. As marg1na1

ey have had a "b1rd s eye" v1ew of the Iaek\oﬁ5h0n51stency between the
jﬁhe behavior: of its

o

seIﬁ-esteem is. ra1sed They see aspects of their cur

- contrast to the connmrcaa]ism that pervades the wtdq}'50c1ety They take

care of their aged rather than inst1tut1onallze th:f “They respect k1nsh1o -
ties and re11g1ous obl1gat1ons. They are able to[f joy the simple things:
iy

" of 11fe s1ng1ng, danc1hg and the fe]lowsh1 . of /dgmrades while whites are

ﬁterial th1ngs. They
,'Q-ulcers and suicide and" s
¥ .
ﬁiéfo the extent that these

”gﬁ o_be regarded a§ the'producu

,/_ S ' .+

of acculturat1on.

Q

One afternoon between appo1ntment4 rthJ1nformants ﬂ stopped ina

_ neighborhood beautyrshop ¢ have My ha1nﬁ.jne ‘1 went’ aWay 1mpressed on'
" twq counts: -first of a]l the” sheer ,r' nt of t1me that had .been: devoted -
" to theories of Black behavior and thefies of white behavior;. second1y, .

- was impressed by what appeared to gf;fo‘be a welter of rewarks express1ng -

?Black chauv1n1sm 1nterspérsed w1t;ﬁiyvequa11y,large number derogat1ng Blacks.

day‘s field notes and othér beauty

.......
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EE The owner of the shop told. me that she had just opened Lo J
S0 e ww o, ~a few weeks before I congratulated her and remarked that sm ' )
H . must be proud tb be opening a business of her own. She then
: : went on:to confide that she and her husband had once owned a -
grocery store but had gone out of businegs because Negroes wou]d
. , not - glve her their trade. She said, “One of the reasons that™; :
L 4 ~ we'can't get anywhere is because we won't stick together. ’A,R. o Ao
kAN ' Black man would rather give his money to.a white man than to *: /
R . another Black man any day;" she continued.” "That's why I deciged :
' : o : to open this beauty shop because [ know ' they have to came here to ~
. . get their hair done. 'No white woman i% going-to do it for them. "
' - Theré were two other women in the shop; both of whom nodded..
C their heads in confirmation. (ne woman noted that "npo matter'-how
o : much white people hate each other they will stick together so
- . - -that you (mean1ng Black people) don't. get anyth1ng"'

Th1s next conversation was also abstracted from "beauty-shop talk" ‘
and took place at the time when there was a great deal\of attent1on being

- .- paid to the Manchester book in the newspapers and s one wgman s interpretation

- - of the s1tuat1on, - . ‘ S ’ :
A A . g ) e ‘8-2. . ) ‘ .
ﬂf.ﬁyf R "Jack1e and Robert Kennedy don't, want that book pub11shed e
" .M because it gives some clues about who really killed JFK and they . ‘
+4 " .. want to spring-that news when it's politically advantageous and .. %
. get Bobby elected on the strength of that. .Now, if that had been

a Black man and his brother got killed, he would have- told it .

. %o qug ago that we would have forgotten it by now, regard]ess of "
‘ the consequences." One woman d1sagreed and said she didn"tjthink

o Y ~ anyone capable of such base motives. The other woman repised,

R ' " "Honey, you don't know white people, do you? Take the Kennedys,
Sah for example,, and I 1ove them as much as the rest of you, but the -
A ' { truth is the truth. ' They've got everyth1ng in the world that.

7 e . anybody could want But do you think they're sat1§fied? No, -
TR  they want power too and they'11 do anything to get'it. Look at _
T - Grace Kelly. ' Now she was rich, beautiful and a movie star. But , \\f‘“
.

.

e,

RS ¢ -4

o . she had to get tolbe a queen and personally I don't believe she's:

A happy over there anyway, so far away from home. But white people ' . -
R just have to keep :striving and the minute they get one thing . s
U they ve got to find something ‘else to want." ' :

R Two other women present ‘in tbe shop narrated the fodlowing: eventp L
A 5%., S YT was s1tt1ng'1n the back of the bus going to work one day - .1 < g@?
S * and it was real crowded. A white woman walked back there and e

T . was stand1ng up. A white man was sitting across the-aisle from' . ~°
i o, " a Negrae.-man and they were the bnly two men back there.” So this . " 4
e . ~white.man says to;the Negro sian, "Why don't you.get up and g1ve‘3 o

‘ ' myself, Uh-oh, this white man. - has i :

. .that woman a seat?" I sa1&'

i.' N o
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&% could look at that Negro and

, thlng\uff'ﬂbbody So- this Black
-man get up’ ‘and says ti hé hite woman, just as polite, "Take
My :seat; Madam." ‘And then.‘he_ sat, fight down in the middle.of =~ .
‘the: 1tehman s lap and pullédyazknife, on him. That white man -
was schred.to death and .he s&t{there holding that Negro until
_.he .got. OEF at his stop.- (Peaiﬁ of laughter? I wondered if that .
white man™Nad missed: his_;tﬂp - (Mnre laughter) I-was tickled
_to death and so was that’ white woman’, but -she kept Tooking down

' try1ng to hide.it,. Now you sée, that's the way they are. He
wasn't satisfied fhat we were sitting in the back of “the bus.
He -had to go aEd try to make that Negro stand 'up. (Laughter)

+ But‘what he dign't know was' ‘that that Negro had an’equalizer
people think

“and wasn!t scared to use it.: (Laughter). A lot of
‘that this is the kind.of th1ng that happens down South but 1t $*
the same up he_e

P ' L

- The Negro sec,fb of town was in the middle surraunded by whites
on all sides. | Tfe tornado struck one side of town and tore down
all of the hay in its path and when it got to the Negro section
"1t turnedyandidifn't- hit a single house where a Negro was 11v1ng
It then Hesum g-the original path it was traveling and continde
to destroy whitd ‘owned homes. SRe said, if that tornado hadn't ,
turned the firsg time it would have h1t and killed a many-of Black
men because the’ houses we were living in could have been ‘blown
down by,the wql'fj: Ti1l 1 die, she said, I will believe that that
was the doingfq thé'Lord, paying them back for all the suffering
they have cau e“us. cause there yere really some terrible white
people in that ahwn One of the other'women said, "Aaw, girl": and |
she replied tha ‘that was the natural truth and I'm telling’ it
just the way ;it/happened. If that tornado hadn't turned the second
time it would‘ ve gone on out of town. But instead it had-turned
~ to coftinue ith destruction of white. homes. : There were seventeen

- white people 'k 11ed and not a single Negro wis even hurt and T
- believe that t’ erd i's somebody to thank for that.and 1. f1gure 1t

mmtbeﬂm_fd

-

R

“_ b]ocks away. A woman had been k111ed by her husband

. : s : 2
. . :
" | 7
. )
v e
.

.fecause she.had left a number of ch11dren. One of ./ .f

u\'.\j
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The po1nt that I am try1ng to make here is not mere]y that Blacks
~ as well as Whites are rather misinformed about each other as a resu]t of ** - L
~. 1ack of contact,’ although'l believe that to be the case. Rather, I am "+ - :ﬁ5

| N try1ng to illustrate the fo]k conceptfon of their group charter, that is, - .?: .

——— ‘?‘\§225;ye" are as opposed to who "they" are. "1 chose these part1cu1ar excerpts

" use they reflect both ethnocentrism ahd negat1ve attitudes toward: the “
@f u 1n—group and because they provide 111ustrat1ons of the kinds of th1ngs wh1ch
under11e Black Jtogetherness" and "separateness woor

_ B : . ’ -

. 2. I don t want to get into a deta11ed d1scuss1on of the economy of ‘the
ghetto since- there is not much news in. the fact ‘that the ghetto is not self-
suff1c1ent,econom1cally My concern wrth econom1cs is mot1vated by what I
feel is 1ts 1mportance in explaining the ex1stence of 1ntra-group sch1sms
-and therefore soc1aT 1nteract1on throughout the ghetto.

Dur1ng Norld Nar II, discrimination in h1ring pract1ces was so w1de-,\'.

~ spread that its effects were being felt’ by the community at Targe. Not only : §
‘ was there talent be1ng wasted but there was an actual labor shortage and as. -
a result the' FEPC came 1nto ‘being. The problem is not‘close to be1ng salved. .

ﬁll things be1ng equa] the B]ack man has not been able to competé with the L
. wh1te “for JObS ' A . ‘»i-f P ' '4 C g
d I wou]d Tike to avo1d at thms po1nt a discussion of the deta1ls of 25 s i
lack of opportun1ty, 1ack of training, and 1ack of educat1ona1 ach1evement 'gn o
My point 1s. that ‘there is a, scarc1ty-of certain va]ugd things in the ghett05'. o

" .mopey, good hous1ng and a meansvof ra1s1ng one's: status have bEen in 11m1ted

. .
A

fgi f'?:_‘h supply. These things exﬂst as "11mited goods" over which there is much 1ntra&1

ion . L cultural compet1tWon and conf11ct ‘To further comp11eate matters strong '_;}_‘
o att1tudes and va]uesuﬁnwound the- d%fferent strateg1es Black people haye o r5'[§n
e ut1?1zed te ach1eve upward mob111ty and the. benef1ts it entails Mofeover, 'j:.f A
.if% ' what i have ‘chosen to ca]l "upward mob111ty" is itself subject to d1fferent«3' oo

N
Vo

def1n1tions which agaim have strong valuat1gps attachéd to- th!m

N, s BTN

" . Given an environmental constantihtha wh1té world which eontro]s the SR
de51red ends and which is apt to withhoﬂd them--what can be done to ex§101t -ﬁ;*i E
. the environment with the ava11¥ble techno]ogy? : ;J . P
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There are three baS1c(strateg1es which I be11eve to be operating.

fﬁj}; T ::I differ tﬂate»them according to their prevailing emphaS1s the Protestant-/-
ST ethic st ate the Secret-society or Middle-range strategy, and the $lick |
i ,strategy %{ : » i /\ A

The Protestant-eth1c strategy is character1zed by an emphas1s on
B hard work, piety, legality,  education, self»d1sc1p11ne, honesty, conveﬁt1qna1
s , “fam11y 1ife and the maintenance of conJugal bonds The: Slfck stratedy -

’ emphasizes having an understand1ng of the soc1a1 sys<:m"n order to man1pu1ate
it to our own advantage. This requires considerable ‘insi ight into the: psychology
of individuals in order to man1pu1ate them _The Secret-soclety strategy is E
- characterized by an emphas1s on the maintenance: of the outward appearance of
’respectab111ty by mainstream standards and borrnws tactics from e1ther of the

other two strategies when it is exped1ent to dsto

L]
o

The Protestant-eth1c and Secret soc1ety strateg1es are lTearned pr1mar11y
in the home; the Sl1ck ‘'strategy ds the- product of the streets. These three
strategies co-exist but not comfortably. The Protestant-ethic and Slick
’strategies have almost nothing in common but there is rapproachement betWeen

the Secret- society strategy and each of the other two. The user-of -one
strategy may see the emp]oyment»of a conf11ct1ng strategy by other Blacks

as threaten1ng For examp]e, he may fear ‘that whttgs i1l consider &11

Blacks as charlatans on the one hand or (Unc]é) e otHer.

T = These strategies are ab ract1ons and %g st part are'not re-
flected in the behavior pattern of any of my 1nd1?ﬁﬁ§ﬁ~1n ormants in a per- ’
fectly cons1stent way. The Protestant-ethic and Slick ategies do¥have :

~ some status as folk categories in that individuals ténd fo idealize their

_ .'behav1or as if it belonged to the former category and evaluate the behavior

: iy,{;- of others as if it belonged to the latter. I will give a brief sketch of
L three informants whose prevailing or1entat1on exemp11f1es each of these

e.;‘;three strateg1es i . ¢ '

. . \{ .

Ca Shirley, mother of six; employed as a pract1ca1 nurse, husband

e g a laborer. From all outward indications she was attempting to’

R o fear her children according to all of the mainstream standgrds

B - . of respectability. None of her .famfly eyiz missed church

Lo . Sunday. Both she and her husband were_ ac veTy 1nvo]ved in’ church
affairs.’ These actiyities constituted a major part of her social




”
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life. Her ch11dren were supervised very carefully and.I be11eved' .
encouraged to play with each otherirather than the neighborhood o
ch11dren .Her home was always immaculate as were her ch11dren. :

Jean, the mother of three’ by two husbdnds. She act1ve1y tr1ed T
to-maintain the outward appearance of respectability. She was - "~ . 7
dissatisfied with her present husband and act1veﬁy in pursuit of
an individual whom she felt could provide her with the things she
wadnted. Cons1der1ng the extra-mar1ta1 affair very discrete she
confided it to me only.after preparing me in a number of ways.

She tried to establish her social distance from her present husband

he was uneducated whereas she had been to college; he was sat1sf1ed

with his present low status while she was very ambitious. She | '

brought up her children to be respectable by instruction rather

than example. Jean bought many of her clothes from shoplifters

whom she 1ooked down on but was not-above using. . . -] g
. A 5

Thelma, one ch11d marital_status unknown The'f1rst time I-
was in her home there- were a nUmber of dresses clearly visible from
where- I was sitting with the pr1ce tags still on them. When she

.realized that they had caught my ‘eye she explained that she did”

alterations to increase her income. I smiled-and she laughed and
asked me if I wanted to try anything on. 1 told her the clothes

- looked too expensive .for my pocketbook. 'When I returned several d

weeks later for my first visit with her child she had moved. I S0
was very "disappointed because she had been open, friendly, 1nte111gent

 and aware. Referring euphemistically to herself as a business

woman, she noted that her neighbors looked down on her but- found
great amusement in the fact that many were not at all averse to
being her customers. She said if she ever got in trouble with the
law she would explain that she was not greedy and that she had cost
the taxpayers less by using her wits to survive rather than by being
on welfare roles. You can tell by the way I'm living, she said,

that I'm not gett1ng rich.

[
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'3 1 I wou]d 1ike to turn now to speech behav1or and’ try*to show how it, 7

in many ways, can be seen as a reflect1on of the patterns anH principles
d1scussed ear11er

There is & deep 1nvolvement with peop]e and the 1n11fe histories .
in the ghetto. One important aspeqt of being able to'man1pulate one's
env1ronment is to be able-to evaluate ant measure- pe0p1e}“to look beneath
their front stage behavior and form hypotheses about their mot1vat1ons and
desirés without giving oneself away. This involvement is man1fested in
speech behawior in a nhmbe} of ways. Reports about events involve not only
a description of what _happened but what was said and the way it was said.
Reporting about events often involves a umique way of quoting others. It
may have any of the following features: a<berfect repetition of whac‘was
said in precisely the way it was said accompanied by an exact mimicry‘of'all

‘the paralinguistic features. Choosing this_way of'conmunicating indicates

that the speaker felt‘that 11 of the ava1]ab1e information was re]evant‘for

".semantic decoding. The emphasiswon exact rep]1cat1on of the para11ngulst1c
" features prov1des a metaphorical background which the speaker felt the hearer

was able to interpret because of their common "culture. Given a common under-

standing of the metaphors of that cu]ture this kind of quotation is a powerful
device for reducing semantic amb1go1ty. It attempts to "communicate not only
what the speaker said, but his intent and something about his background. .

There is a fo)lk category for this kind of quotation and it is called.marking

_someone. This exists as a highly developed skill in the repertoires of some

individuals and is used pot on]y fonupurposes of communication but-also to
entertain people. Anothgr way: 7 of quot1ng others along these same lines is
to achieve the same kqnd‘Di,semant1c d1samb1guat1on by using hyperbole or
exaggerated and aff xgzr [ styles to pffer 1mp11c1t1y wry comment on

the speakers bac sonallty, or 1ntent ;
PL

The examo1
' ‘}w1g§,§ome*81ack people in. Chicago. ' Fhese individuals

~

';had recent]y atten qd the -@onvention of a 1arge corporation and had been ‘a

5

part of a group qgggh-had\ﬁEen meeting pr1or to the ‘convention to develop

' some strategy for putf1ng4pressure on the’ corporat1on to hire more Blacks '
.in.execut1ve positions. 'They had p]anned to bring the matter up in-a genera]

LY : 2 3

'lwh\gh fo]fﬁws illustrates, thﬁs 1atter style .and is taken-.

PO



he spoke our whole strategy was Undermined There was no way to get around.g

meeting of delegates but before they. had a'chance another Black qpmpany
marl spoke before’ the entire body. One of* the -interlocutors said, "After’ .

his impact on the whites." I asked what th1s man had said.

S cy S ;
Rose: (Drawling) He s&id,-Ah am.sov0-0 happy to be here today. . o B
S " First of .a11 Ab want’ to thank all you good white fo]ks for .- el
- creating soqﬁhny opportunities for . us niggers and ya'll can . ‘i
be sho that-as soon as we can g1t ourselves qualified we ‘gon

P be filing our applications. Ya'll done done what we been.

waiting for for a long time. Ya'll done give a colored man
a_‘good job with fhe ‘company., (Laughter)

.

Claudia:Did he really say that?

- > : ‘ »

Sue; T\ Um-hm, yes he sald it. Glr] where have you been? (Puttihg"
me down by intimating that I was not 1nterpret1ng as 1
should) '

Claudia:Yeah, I understand. But what did he really say?

Ernie: He said, "This is a moment of great personal pride for me.

- My very presence here is a tribute to thé effectiveness of
the civil rights movement., We now have ample evidence ‘of the
good faith of the company and we must now - begin to prepare
ourselves to handle more responsible positions.. This is a
maJor step forward on the part of the company. The next step
o is up to us." In other words, ht said just what Rose said

- L he said.. He sold us out by accepting that kind of tokenism.

Q

' hal

The next example comes from one of my Oakland informants who had a

; slight feud going with one.of her neigﬁbors. Both women had had several
children out of wedJock.a]though‘one-was now married. They were living din

extremely poverty strfcken ciréumstances and both were extremely'preoccupied
with finding a waylout'of their present conditions. Jean quoted~§er ne1ghbor ‘

sin attempt1ng to epra1n the under1y1ng basis of the ‘feud. Shé‘said, ™I was

ta1k1ng to- PearT the other day and she said' (the follow1ng was: de11vered in.

a style carefuily art1cu1ated in order to dep1ct the individual quoted as
putt1ng on-the. dog “and the gestures wh1ch accompanled it were so affected

that Pear] is rendered a preposturously affected person) “You know, my fam11y

’
e
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owns the1r own home and. ; m. just l1v1ng in this area temporarlly because

- 1t is more benef1c1al ta kollect the rent from my o own home and rent.a less
expenslvefapartment ‘A1l of my ﬁurn1ture is in storage because I wouldn’ t
want to bring it into this nelghborhood w1th all these thieves and. hoodlums‘
around.”" .Jean sa1d,‘éThat s the kind of person she is and that's why, 1
can't stand her." ' ) o ,L" ' ' -

The speech of Black people 1s not s1mply a d1alect wh1ch dlffers from
y Hnntley-Br1nkley English phonologlcally,-morphophonemlcally or syntactically
. . 'Nor is it merely a sertes ‘of exot1c codes such as the language of the "dozens”
| or the argots of certain kinds of hustlers. It is also a way of commun:catlng
A metaphorically about a culture and a way of uslng language ¢ 1s an idiom
<o of comardderie that i‘IUes to reaffirm solhdarity and its conventlons reflect '
\\ Black values, Black heritage and a shared experience ' N '

. The style of quotlng discussed,;bove may have 1ts origln in the story
telling genre. A good Story teller has developed these sk1lls to a polnt of -
expert1se 1 aecall from my childhood a next door neighbor™who used to keep
many of the children in my ne1ghborhood enterta1ned for hours with his stor1es
The real magic was in his delivery, in his 1m1tatlons of the speech of his,
characters and the vo1ce’,9f the animals. By manipulating styles, he comm-
unicated the mot1vat1ng force behind pach,character's dction and placed each
charpcter within our ken while fully utilﬂzing the comic posslb1l1t1es of these
affedtatlons ’ . -

The use of Black speech conventlons 1s 1mportant for intra-cultural
communlcation Individuals vary in the presence of the. strlctly linguistic
markers ‘of "Black speech" ih their 1d10lects._ What is. important is not that
an individual know and utilize part1cular tense .markers which do not exist ‘

. o in Standard English. Nor is command of the language of the dozens, sounding,
'“ signlfying. marklng, etc. the point at issue. What is important is the o
- 'ab1l1ty ta understand and interpret the. full range of speech forms with -

respect to soc1al occasion and social and personal message. Th1s involves
. being able td man1pulate styles which reinforce a shared cultural identity
‘< . and’ solidarity rather than, know1ng and us1ng partlcular rout1nes and expressions.
- Violation of the rules may create here, as, elsewhere 111-will ‘and upintell- |
. ‘, lglhility | . 13 ”} | :
' } o v,,i‘""'i-i." ‘ ;

. . . .
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4. The ghetto pOpulatidn defines itself in oppOSition to another group
and bases its charter on ciaims to common anceStry and a common cultural
herdtage The life style strategies employed by ghetto dwellers may be

.“viewed as part of a technology to exploit-the ghetto environment. "These -

'f

strategies emphasize general operating principles and particular tactics”.

. which clash by their very, nature. If_ it is good te work hard and be honest -

it cannot also be good to'get on wel fare deceitfully or sell stolen goods . \‘_1

for a living= As. 1 mentioned earlier. any individual's. behavior ts typically

ﬂa compromise and such behavior 1s subject to condemnation and criticis .
by one s neighbors and oneself, " It creates divisiveness since one's eighbors

see 1t as threatening to the group as a whole. Further schisms arise because

“individuals tend to use information about others to. raise tpeir own status.

stress on participating in § common set of .1anguage usage convenvions. Jt

This is the principle of the “limited good“ operating to: maintain hqmogeneity

‘The gluralist versus assimilation dimension enters as a result of

"the p0531b1]f%§;:f raising one s status by claiming to be more Black oriented

in one's beha
P

and yalues.' This emphasis tends to preserve coztinuity
Finally, an important aspect of maintaining cultural inte rity is the

\

. is important from an individual perspective because it helps. po‘ nsure his

in-group status. There 1is nothing new in that groups trf'to pr serVe their
integrity. They mgst in some way remain viable.

5. - From the point of view of collecting better ethnograph es, there {is

"little disagreement on -the importance of attending not only to/ the facts: but

f.'her pupils to memorize a poem to bezdelivered to the class.

--finding out what people think about ‘them.. An important means pof achieving
this end'is to pay attention to what people say and the way they say it, in~

cluding the appropriate Tinguistic respbnses 'in *a given cultu al context

Humandstically, this presentation needs no defense. :Anything which
promotes understanding, intra- and inter-culturally, can serye to avoid |

.further polarization. If we can equip ourselves to operate n a system by

virtue of a better understanding of it, it alleviates our tm ulse to "throw ©
out the baby with the bath." This brings to mind an incident which took
place in a grade school several years ago. The teacher had instructed all of -
One little girl

) } .
L. i . )

a
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chose a poem by Pau})Laurence Dunbar which goes somethingblikef;RESQ‘ -
N Q : e

Lias. Liasj,} e o
Bless de Tawd ; - ' ven
Don't you know de days abroad.. :
If you don't git up, you scamp
-+ . Dey!11 be.-trouble in dis camp .
N is. . = Thlnk I'se gwine to let you-sleep...

She dellvered it however in the following style:

‘ .
. "
[ . '

. Ellas l1as..
. Bless the' Lord-
. : Don't you know the day is abroad
L If you don't get up, you scamp P . . o
' There will be trouble in this camp - - L
N i} Do you think I'm going to Tet you sleep...

She-did not get much farther than this in her rec1tation because many
of the children (most of whom were Black) had heard it before and found her.
delivery hilarious. The. teacher who was white could not understand the chaos
which resulted from the recitation of this poem and inquired, "What is so funny?"

' One little girl, in the grip of mirth, volunteered, "You can't say that poem
talking 'proper.' " The teacher continued, "If yqu children would spend your
time cultivating good Engiish you would have less time to make fun of others."

- The students went away accusing the teacher d¢f being an 'old prejudiced Hunky'
and the entire incident remained mysterious to the teacher. The most tragic
figure in the entire episode was the little girl who chose to deliver an
'ethnic' poem in Standard English; she was accused of “always trying to be
, white." . J

~2




