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Introduction

THE CREATION of Czechoslevukia as a na-
tion-state in 1918, and the simultzncous evolution of its press
ystem, was the culmination of numerous inierrelated develop-
ments which unfolded during the course of Furopcan history
following the arrivul of the industrial age. Although the most
noteworthy t:ends in the historic Bohemian Crown lands of Bo-
hemia, Moravia and Silesia began with the dawn of the Nincteenth
century. until the uprising of june, 1848 (the birthyear of nation-
alism in Central Europe), these trends paralleled morg in spirit
than overt actions the revolutionary fervor evident throughout the
rest.of Europe. ‘

During the first half of the Nincteenth century. a resurgence of
romantic nationalism arosc among: the Czechs and Slovaks, a
movement guided by a vanguard of patriotic intellectuals who
wished to impart to their fellow countrymen the long suppressed
Czech and Slovak cultural heritage and, when the need arose,
provided them with political awareness and guidance. Through this
group of individuals, most of whom were closely associated with
periodicals and journals, the population gained political acumen
and a sense of national history, both important for the later
formation of the Czechoslovak state. ] .

Ctilizing the one common factor which _had-fiot been totally
suppressed by pressures of Germanization and Magyarization—the
spoken language- these intellectuals expanded and purified the
vermacular into a standardized literary form which they then
emploved to reawaken the people’s latent sense of sclf-identity
and national consciousness. Meanwhile, the slowly emerging mid-

- dle class—with its growing nationalism, hatred of Prince Metter-

nich’s administration, and realization that absolutism and feudal-
ism had to be abolished in order to further political, cconomic and
cultural development—provided forces toward change in the feudal
‘Habsburg Empirc.

-
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The revoluticnary struggic ot 1848-+Y that tollowead ended in
defeat for the Czech reformers and brought a return of Austrian
absolutism for the cnsuing decade. Yet the reformist ideas which
the revoluticnary movement had inspired and the awakened na-
tional consciousness remained. To this must also be added the two
pnnclpJ achicvements of the revolutionary turmoil: the peasant-
rv’s emancipation and the a )mpdn\mu reorganization of the

Empire’s central administration and economic life. These changes
paved the wayv for further modemization and industrialization,
which became most evident in the Czech lands.

The spirit of revolution soon subsided to a level of practical
realism or, as some have observed, vpportunism, and radicalism

" changed to reformism. This meant the outward acceptance of the

Austrian svstem, including all its negative aspects, and the adop-
tion of a realistic approach toward improvement from within.

With a few notable exceptions, this lack of militancy has pre-
vailed throughout Czechoslovakia's existence. For, whenever
ender the domination (direct or implicit) of an external power,
the people have adapted themselves to the imposed system and,
never losing sight of their national heritage and liberal Western
orientation, have worked internally toward reform. The spirit
which pervaded the national movement of the last century and the
reform movement during the 1960s is a striking case in point.

Accompanying the national renaissance was the risc of modern
Czech and Slovak journalism which, while arrested by the resur-
gent Austrian absolutism of the 1850s, began anew during the
following decade. Building on the foundation established by the
revolutionary press of 1848-438, the print media, especially the
Czech press, soon became a dominant force in cultural and politi-
cal life." This prominent position of journalism was reaffirmed
during the interwar period, 1918-38. when the press helped the
nation through its arduous initial phase of statchood.

Meanwhile, the founding of the Communist Party of Czecho-
slovakia (KSC) in 1921 led to the emergence of 2 Communist press
which became actively engaged in discussions concerning national
affairs. Two significant factors contributed to the risc of an active

Party press: 1) During the interwar period, the KSC was a legal

political party which participated (in form if not in spirit) in the
Republic’s parliamentary system of government. 2) Among the

6
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Party’s supporters was a large segment ol the inteligentsia, many
of whom became closely associated with Communist or leftist
publications. .

In the late 1920s, however, the KSC was taken over by a new
radical leadership which was directly influenced by the Com-
munist Internationzl (Comintern). The resulung change in the
Party's orientation was reflected in the press, which was forcibly
fashioned into a Comintern spokesman and. following the war,
helped the KSC in its struggle to achieve total power.

It is the purpose of this study to trace the evolution of moedern
Czechoslovak journalism from its emergence during the political
ferment of 1848 to the forced change in its orientation and
mission which accompanied the Communist Party’s rise to power
in Czechoslovakia in February, 1948, While the first section deals
specifically with the establishment of press traditions, growth and
activism until the end of the First Republic (1938), the second
focuses on the Communist Party press, its origins and the conflicts
which arose out of its given task to reorient the nation toward a
new political and socio-economic course.

The siudy shows that, from its difficult beginnings, journalism
in Czechoslovakia has been an important weapon—ot times the
only one—utilized by an activist intelligentsia in the continued
struggle -against tyvranny. absolute rule and suppression of basic
human rights. Bv so doing, this monograph helps to explain more
fully' the press activism which has been repeatedly evident in this
small but historically significant Evropean state, one critically
situated between East and West.

&i
=
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The Formanuve Years

MODERN Crech and Slovak Journajism, com-
pared to that of Great Britain, France, Germany or the United
States, was a late arrival within the broad sphere of soctal com-
munications. Its emergence began during the fourth decade of the
last century when the spirit of revolution was sweeping Europe.
The politically turbulent atmosphere which served as the impetus
for its growth left a lusting mark on the nation’s press, best -

reflected in the activist character and reformist nature dominating

its pages. But 1t was not untl the second half of the 18+0s that
there appeared Crzechs and Slovak-language newspapers which
;ld(l})lt‘{l-lht fundamental concepts of modern journalistic practice
and may thus be classificd as independent orgns (as opposed to
their government sanctioned predecessors).

An exception in Bohemia to this gencral trend was Prazshke
noviny (Pragie Newsj, whose origin can be traced 1o February,
1719, and whose coverage included political events. This became
especially evident when Karel Havlicek was made editor at the
start of 1846, Tt is largely 1o HavliceKs credit as a journalist that
after his fint vear as cditor the paper not only enlarged its format
but also increased its subseribers from 200 to 1,500.0 However,
being primarily 1 voice of the Austrian administration and pub-
lished only twice weekly, the Prazske novimy of this period cannot
be considered a paper which fully served its Czech readers, one
which they could regard as their own. .

An carly attempt also was made to mamt n a blouk l.mﬂuaqc
newspaper when Daniel Tallyai published the first issue of his
Prespurske noviny (Pressburger News) on July T, 1783, in what is
now Slovakia's capital city of Bratiskiva, But a lack of subscrilsers
forced Talivai to abandon the venture four years later. Some 25
vears clapsed before the next Slovak paper, Tydennik (Weekly),

8
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dPPCdiCU HI 1012, 1IUD IGURA U2 DUDDUIL Call UL dliliuuieu s aun
fact that Slovakia's middle class was as vet too weak, both numeri-
cally and financiallv, to sustain its own ncwspupcr.: Thus, unul
spring 1848, representative organs of national journalism consisted
primarily of entertainment, literary, humor and specialized pub-
lications. )

The most widely circulaied Czech publications supplying light
reading and enjovment were Ceska vcela (Czech Bee) and Kooty
ceske {Czech Blossoms). while Seetozor (World Outlook) was a
popular illustrated magazine styvled after the German “penny
press” and the French maguzin pittoresque.® Its publisher was
Pavel J. Safarik. a scholur and a leading figure of the cuitural
revival. -

The first scholarly journal intended for the Czech intelligenisia
was Rrok—(Step),> which was published irregularly and with a few
lengthy intcrruptions from the beginning of 1821 unul April,
1840. The most signifizant academic publication of the period.
however, was Casopis Ceskoho museum (Journal- of the Czech
Museumy, popularly referred o as Musejnik. Founded in 1827 the
quarterly was the inspiration of historian and political leader
Frantisck Palacky, its first editor, and for several decades was
considered the central organ of Czech scholarship. To these peri-
odicals must also be udded the religious press, represented for the
most part by publications of thie Roman Catholic church.

While the above-mentoned publications did not as a rule deal
with political topics and were not chronicles of current events per
se, they nevertheless helped to educate the Ceech-speaking people.
They served as the main channel for broadening the cultural
revival, primariiv among members of the middle class and the
semi-literate workers who began to settle in cities and towns
during the 1830s and 1840s. _ '

The periodicals devoted to fiction and general reading entertain.
ment especially afforded their editors and contributors, including
many prominent essavists, pocts and scholars, the opportunity to

populurize the reviving Czech literary-lunguage and to muake read-

ers awarce of Slavie history, literature and scholarship. This, then,

was the journalistic atmosphere prior to the revolutionary move-

ment of 1848 when a succession of cvents, namely the fall of
Prince Mectternich’s administration and the imperial decree of
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March 15. 1848, abolishing censorship, brought a new epoch in
the historv of Czech 2nd Slovak journalism.

Revolution and the Press

The Revolutionary spirit permeating Europe hud stimulated an
acute hunger for political news which, with the ¢nd of censorship,
editors of existing and the growing number of newly founded
Czech papers attempted to satisfy. The new trend wus established
in the main by Haviicek who, upon leaving Prazske noviny, began
publishing the first Czech-lunguage daily, Narodni noviny (Na-
tional News), on April 5, 1848. Other dailies soon followed his
example, while existing periodicals, including Musejnik and Ceska
vcela, began publishing articles concerning both domestic and
foreign political events. By the end of the vyear, 37 political
newspupers and petiodicals were being published in the Bohemian
capital. This included 20 in Czech and 17 in German.®

A special feature of the Prague scene.of this period was that
some newspapers printed both Czech-and German-language edi-
tions. Thus the evening paper Pozor {Beware) also appeared as
Habt Acht, and the dailics Svornost (union), Rychlik = Cech
(Express from Bohemia) and Vlastimil (Patriot) were also pub-
lished as Concordia, Eilbote aus Bohmen and Patriot, respectively.
Bohemia included articles in both languages. In Prague alone, 66
periodicals (in both Czech and German) were published at the end
of 1848.% This made the city one of the largest press centers in the
Austrian Empire, second only to Vienna itself. .

The individual primarily responsible for unifying the existing
Slovak dislects into a uniform wntten language during this period
was Ludovit Stur, a teacher, journalist and writer who soon
established hima'clf’ as a leader of the vounger generation of Slovak
patriots. “His motivations were chiefly political: the new language
wis to unite all Slovaks, both Catholic and Protestant, and to
mobilize them against the increasingly ficrce campaign of Mag- .
varization to which they were being subjected.””

Retween 1845 and 1848, Sttfr_ was publ'ishcr and cditor of
Slovenskje narodne noviny (Slovak National Newspaper) which
became the chicf voice of Slovakia’s national awakening. In the
absence of any organized political party or group, Stur and his

iU
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paper provided the necessary leadership for the 1848 revolution-
ary movement in Slovakia.®

The basic aim of the revoluticnury movement in the Czech.
lIands was to unite the Czech people und to eliminate all hurdles to
their future development us v nation. But the attitude of secial
groups toward such problems forced the division of the politically
awakening population into two basic camps, the middle class
liberals and the radical democrats, each of which proclaimed their
programs through their newly founded papers. And while Havli-
cek’s Narodni noviny was soon recogrized as the main organ of-
the liberals, there existed severzl newspapers which espoused the
radical democrats’ cause. But because the Slovaks were subjected
to sustained denationalization pressures by the Magyars untl the
end of World War I (facilitated by the fact that the Slovaks were
almost exclusively peasants who lacked the cohesive leadership
generally found among the intelligentsia or the middle class with
its economic base) their national movement was less forceful and
effective than that which developed among the Czechs. It should
be recalled, moreover, that the Slovaks had been ruled since the
Tenth century by the Magvars who, though a minority in the
Hungarian lands, represented the propertied and educated ciass.
Thus, the experience of the Slovaks within the Habsburg Empire
was quite different from' that of their Czech neighbors to the west
in Moravia and Bohemia. This difference between the Slovaks and
the more industrialized and advanced Czechs was to cause a lasting
strain in their relations once thev formed their own nation in
1918, a strain being felt to this dav.

The most prominent of these was Prazsky vecerni list (Prague
Evening Page), first published in June, 1848, under the editorship
of Jan Knedlhans-Liblinskv. With a press run of 5,000, it was the
most widely circulated paper of the-period.? The paper’s staff
often engagee in polemics with Havlicek and acquainted its readers
with the ideals of utopian socialism.

Other important publications of the radical derocrats were
Noviny Lipy slovenske (Newspaper of the Slavic Linden Tree),
published for less than six months by an association of the same
name, and Obcanske noviny (Citizen News), founded by editor-
publisher Emanuel Arnold in November, 1848. Published four
times weekly until its demise the following May, the latter paper’s

11
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influence was strongest in rural arzas, due to its concern with
problems of the peasantry. especislly sm mall landholders and the
village poor.

One of the busic aims of the newly Lsmbiishcd p litteal press
was to inform and cdiucate 1ts readers in the broadest possible
terme. The proaram Nosinw Lioy f!uz'rv:.w:e* outlined in iis first
Issue wis 1§pxul of existing editorial policies. The article first
stressed the need 1o develop journalism to the highest possible
tevel, then continued: “We {ihe Czech nation] do not have buoks
sbout politics. about the natioral cconomy, about Jurisprudence,
cte. It is the periodical w hich has to Till this cap znd 1o instigate
our men of letters 1o coneern themselves with providing the nation
with a nutritious diet so that it may learn evervthing about the
maost important things in Hie. "1 Tt ulso was this paper which

reprinted Mikhail Bakunin's famous “Appeal 1o the ;la/\puxplu,

of 2 Russian patriot”™ written first in French at the endof.1848."
The liberal wing of the middle class, led by Palucky and Hav-
licek. concerned itself primarily with the unity of the Czechs and

N

their cquality with the German-speaking population, ol te be

brought about under a constitutional monarchy. In short, theirs
was a program of Austro-Slavism which supported the continua-
tion of the Austrian Empire, but in a federalized form, as the
unifying power in Central Europe. The radical democrats generally
agreed with the liberals on the guestion of national unity, but
went further in their demands for human rights and independent
status outside Habsburg rule. They also souchi the abolition of all
privileges of the nobihity and. being interested 1n social questions,
advocated the removal of all remaining forms of feudalism.

The newly founded Crzech papers generally followed the same
course during the revolutionary movement. This was 1o laud and
defend gains already made by the Czechs in the cultural areaand
to demand further opportunitics for broadening their influence in
pnlilicul and cconomic ficlds. There existed basic differences
among the papers, however, stemming from three interrelated
factors: the diverse political attitudes of ‘their editors, the varving
interpretations of existing problems and possible solutions, and
the different views ‘expressed by the politcal nroups with which
the papers were ‘mou‘md

12
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".lhe Gzech _ana SlovaRr rress: uze Krsy LUV rears ’ i 4

At the onsct of the mevement, Havlicek supportcd the basic
stance, of the liberals aiid was their main publicist, even if he aid
not totally agree with their program. He, like Palacky, was primari-,

,ly a humanist and realist who envisioned his main task to bc that
of leadership and ¢dication, not, enticement. As Prof. Hans Kohn

has written: “In Palacky and Havlicck the Czechs probably had at -
their disposal in the 18405 a ldeLrshlp with a greater sense of
reality, for sober facts and truthful restraint than that of dn) othcr,
continental people.” ' -

‘But despite the efforts by such men @s Palacky and HdVllLLl\
and the high hopues and ideals expressed during the surging wave .)f"

nationalism, the revolution and accompanying concessions granted

by the administration in Vienna were short-lived. Ten days afte:

the first Pan-Slav Congress, which assembled in the Bohe
capital on"Junc 2, 1848, and called for the restoration of Po
and national rights for thé Slav peoples, revolutionary demoii..i.
tions were staged in Prague by young radicals. The demonstra-
tions, led by students, precipitated the military occupation of the
city, which, for-all intents and purposes, ended all hopes for a
political umgm of the Bohemian Crown lands and brought instead -
the political ‘darkness that descended upon the C/,Lchs dnd Slovaks
for the ensuing decade. .
Nonetheless, Havlicek continued to pursuc his cfforts and, espe-

“cially, his self-imposed challenge to educate his countrymen politi-

cally even after many of his colleagues retreated from the political
arena. Believing that the liberals had abandoned the struggle and,
in effect, betrayed the people, he launched a personal campaign
against the return: of the status quo and in decnsL of human

rights, frecedom of expression above all.

With these changes in the political dtmosphcrc, a serious cffortg
was made by the Austrian-authorities to suppress the opposition
press. This:iwas already evident in' the decree of Mdrch 13, 1849,
issucd ‘only a year after -the abolition of ccmorshlp, which in-
cluded as onc of its main provisions the manddtory payment of a
deposit, kaution, by all political publications: The kaution was to
assurc¢ payment of any future fines which might be levied against a
paper or periodical. And although Havlicek was among the few
publishers who. mtumgcd to secure the deObll by the May 4

deadline, the provision scrved its _purpose well in that it forced



. many political papers to ceasc publication or, as’in the case of
{ Bokemia, to become non-political.!3 :
L This was followed in June by the suspension of Narodni noviny
- _for an indefinite period by the military regime in Prague, an action
wh"childvluc appcealed successfully before the Ministry of the
Interior in Vienna. But his victory was brlef, for the daily was
‘.,suspcndcd permanently six months later. Undaunted, Havlicek
"founded Slovan (l\hc Slav), which he began pubhshmg May 8,
1850. , .
~ Issued twice weekly, the 32 -page paper was printed in Kutna
Hora and distrit uted by rail to other centers in the Czech lands.
The popularity .id influence of Slovan can pcrlmps best be seen'in
the Austrian re.ime’s decision to publlsh a paper in direct opposi-
tion to it. Ca"nd Vidensky dennik (Vienna Daily), the paper was
staffed, ironically, by some writers who had worked for Havlicek’s
Narodni noviny. The government paper strove to dilute, Slozwu's
influence and nationalistic appcal by atterapting to show that’it,
too, was-concerned with Czech problems. But the conc1llatory
dppr()dth adopted by the govemmcnt daily proved repugnant to
Czech readers.!® The paper’s efforts, therefore, failed to dlmlmsh
/thc popularity of Havlicek’s new paper.
/ ~ After only five weeks of publication, Slovan, wh'ichvoft:n in-
/  cluded witty and biting articles, was banned in Prague and two
other urban centers. It was merely a question of time before this
last press symbol of Gzech opposition was to be silenced.
The 1mpcrml decree of July 6, 1851, initiated a system of
warriings.” A publication would cease operation after receiving
three notices indicating displeasure with its content. After Havl-
icek was presented with two such warnings, he published the last
issuc of Slovan in August, 1851, thus denying the Austrian author-
-ities thet satisfaction of effecting the closure. In his farcwell com-
mcntary, dpproprmtclv titled “The End!” he explained his deci-
‘sion:: . the course of independent, political, truly liberal and
~n<mondl Journdhsm is. now for a timelat least closed in Austria.
- And where purc power rules, which dkccordmg to whim and for
everyday use makes its own laws, there the possibility for opposi--
tional journalism ceases to exist.”!s '
By silencing Slovan; the Austrian regime had successfully sup- !
. ~ pressed the Czech revolitionary press. As an added saleguard

N
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against its reappearance, the decree of May 27, 1852, included '
provisions for licensing of the préss and.increased the required
kaution introduced carlier. Toward the end of the year, only two
Czech- and. six German-language papers were: being published in
Prague, all obediently adhering to the’administration’s policies. In
Moravia the main Czech newspaper, Moravske novmy (Moravian
News), was also under government control.

Mecanwhile, a concerted cffort had been made l)\ the adminis-
tration in Vlcm_]q, headed by Minister of the Interior Alexander
Bach,'® to bring to trial political activists of the revolutionary
movement, many of whom were journalists. This included such
leading figures as Havlicek, exiled in 1851, and Arnold, Knedlhans,
Vincenc Vavra and Karel Sabina, the latter four haying becn
.associated with “radical (lcmocmtu pubhcatlohs They were sen-

~~tenced' to, lcn;.,thy prison terms bt released later under’ various
amnestics. Havlicek, however; was not allowed to return {from his
Tyrolean exile’ until 1855, and then only to dié.

Within three vears after the upsurge of Czech » jour-
nalism, then, its major organs were silenced and i* adin 5
cither had withdrawn voluntarily or been forcibly - m

jourralistic activity. In 1857 the regime even.reinstated . issu-
“ance tax—it had been in effect prior to March, 1848—which
exacted a special duty for every issue of a paper or periodical
printed. This raised prices of ithe few existing publications and
-discouraged large circulations. '

Despite its brief duration, the journalism the rcvolutlonary
movement had engendered was truly idealistic aund one which the
people would not forget. The journalistic character and tempéra-

“« ment of the time ¢un bcst be summed up by the simple but direct
words Havlicek ‘used to describe the purpose and role of the press:
“Newspapers . . . should have a timely interest; aside from [pre-

. senting] foreign mews they should be primarily an organ and
chronicler of all that is happening in our nation. They s'hould'ﬁSsist
the good and shame the bad’ an(l bccomc a kind of conscience of -
the entire nation.”"? : : b

The first attewmpts to develop a national press had lailed in a
short.time, but the foundation which Havlicek and his contempo-
raries had laid served as & model for future generations of jour-
nalists. i ' ' '
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Modern Press I)G.ﬂ(elb/):rzc"r'z( L

As the force of reaction subsided and Buch’s absolutism, whose
b

mainstay had been military foree and police terror, proved unten-

able. and fin'uuciully ruinous to the monarchy, public life in the

Emyire began to be rejuvenated. Old associations. were revived and

“new oneés organized, while virtually everything uider public dis-

cussion was soon brought into a political context. Change seemed
Smminent and in the Crzech fands an atmosphere of fresh hope and
new ideas prevailed. By the end of the 1850s, only journalism
failed to keep pace with the new upsurqc' Prague had but one
Czech-language daily, the administration’s Prazske noviny, with a
circulation of 2,000. The combined press run of the four leading
Germin papers ln/lhc city was close to 14,000.'® Understandably,
the Czech leaders yearned for a national political daily.

Scveral ‘lllcmpls had been made to get permission to publish
such a newspaper, but all had been denied by the authoritics m:

Prague. An 1859 aumendment to the existing prus law cased some
of the restrictions, however, encourapi vmmtsck Lo Rieger,

Palacky’s son-in-law and clo-e tke another try. His

|- ition took the form ot .. s adiessed to Emperor -

Franz Josel. While ifs primary aim was permission to start a

newspaper, Ricger’s brief also expounded the political plight of hlS ,

countrymen.
Rieger’s request was dcmcd but his petition reccived wide
publicity because it was printed abroad and clandestincely distrib-

uted amonyg the Czechs. Realizing that a’Czech press could not be-

stalled foréver, the central administration finally granted conces-
sions in 1860 for two Czech newspapers. There wis good reason

for this sceming generosity. By permitting two papers, the regime

limited the potential influence of cach, paving the way for press
competition und political rivalry. o :
The first concession was grinted to Alois Krasa, who turned to
the nobility for support and fnuncial assistance so that his daily,
Cas (Time), first published in “ctober, 1860, was subject to its
influence and soon became tae voice. of: the wppe  class. The
sccond concession, indirecth a response to Rieger’s carlier request,

‘was obtained” by Julius Gr = o young dcademicin and ardent

nationalist. Considered inoe “rusive to the regime because of. his

106
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limited polmcal mvolvement Gregr had been chosen to seek the
concession by a group of Czech leaders, including Palacky, Rieger
and Gregr’s brdthcr Edvard. This group founded Narodn: listy

~(National Paqcs) the first long-lived Czech daily, which imtially

appeared on Néw Year’s Day, 1861, and lasted until 1941.

Cas at firsf attracted several writers from among the radical
democrats b(;/causc they believed that Krasa would use his publxca--
tion to supp;'ort'C'/cch federalism against German centralism, the
burning lelle of the period. When this: assumption proved false,
they walk(;’d out and under Vavra’s leadership began publishing
their ownld‘uly, Hlas (The Voice), on January 2, 1862. Concur-
rently, pyrmission was granted for the publication of the German-
langua&,c,’d(uly Die Zeit, ~ :

Aftcr only three years of publication, however, Hlas merged
with Narodnz listy of which, in the meantime, Gregr had gained
contrdl. The union came about, oddly enough, because Vavra and
-Gregr 'had been .confined in the sume prison, the lattér for his

'atta ‘ks against the Austrian Minister of State, the former for

rcfmmg to name one of his contributors. The two editors met
frequently in the prison yard durmg exercise sessions and Vavra,
the more radically inclined, was able to convince Gree .nat Czech
polmcs should be u)n ¢ more progressive and aimed tuw‘lrd awider
, sq.,mcnt of society.!? ( .

"~ The official transaction occurred dn Januaxy i, 1865, but
before the merger could tuke cffect, Narodni listy was suspended
for two months; so Hlas became its substitute organ during the
‘intervening period. The merger represents oac of the most signifi-
cant -events. of Czech journalism during this formative period

because members of the Hlas staff w:o joined sarodni lisi:
became its future pride and helped shapc  he <.aily into a leading
tribunal of Czech politics.?® Furthermor:. o paper’s staff and

frequent contributors included many maj v tigures »f Nincteenth-
century Czech literature and arts. Poct [.n Neruda, composer
Bedrich Smetana and writers Svatopluk Cecr: Vitezslav Halek and
Jgnat Hermann were among the individuals inveolve ). Their articles,

-

commentaries, essavs and fewilletons ‘helpedi to ¢ ~hish journal-
ism as a leading forum of culture and politics.., o
To understand journalism’s role more - 3 ¢ _ one must be
dware of the condition in which the €. .. .. wged from the
. . ' v 2 )
Al . i /
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" destructive era of Bach’sabsolutism. The revolutionary movement
“of 1848 had solidificd national consciousaess, but it failed to
“realize its most important aim—the creation of an autonomous
. Czech and Slovak state within the Empire which would-have
" afforded this  newly realized nationalism full expression. Only

Hungary, of which the Slovak lands were a part, managed to
sccure such a status with the creation of the Dual Monarchy
(Austro-Hungarian Empire) in 1867. As a result, the Magyars
continued to oppress the politically impotent Slovaks, shattering
any hope of a union between the Czechs and Slovaks. Not until
the first decade of this century, with the founding of the Slovak
National Party which was strongly Catholic in character and led by
a priest, did the Slovaks manage to become a significant political

force. ‘
Adding to the frustration was the absence of representationby

the Czechs in the Vienna Parliament until 1879 when they aban-
doned the unproductive policy of boycotting the Reichsrat. Thus,
until the 1880s the Czechs existed without any official political
forum and lacked any semblance of a national life. The press,
therefore, became their only tribunal and their feulture (of which
journalism was an integral part) the only real evidence of their
existence as a nation, ' 7

From its difficult beginnings, marked by repeated suspensions,
heavy fines and the frequent arrest ol its editor, Narodni listy

stood at the forefront of resistance to Austrian rule and German -
centralism, It was regarded as the main organ:of a generally united

national party which, while including representatives of varying
political hues, was reinforced by the belief that only unity would
strengthen its cause and benefit the nation’s future course. Soon,

however; two distinct political viewpoints predominated, and it

was only a matter of time -before the union split into opposing
political camps—the Young Czechs (radical nationalists) and the

Old Czechs (moderates), the latter being headed by Palacky and
. Rieger. - : - L.
As Gregr’s daily aligned itsell more [requently with the opposi-

tion, the Old Czech Party needed a press of-its own. In December,

1863, it began publishing Narod (The Nation), whose responsible.
cditor?! was Vilem Kicnberger and later Frantisek Simacek. But
the paper’s strength was Palacky, . who published in its pages some

3
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of his most profound .vntmgs on the quéstion of centralism,
dualism and federalism. He still belicved that the only propcr
course was for Austria to become a federalized state with i
comporent nationalitics lmvmf., cqual rights. His ideal was s}mt-
tFrcd however, with the creation of the Dual Monarchy i1 1867 in
which only Hungary was afforded a degree.ol equality within the
Empnc Mecanwhile, Gregr’s paper continued to express the plat-
form of the Young Czechs. After independence it became the
central organ of t!rc group’s 'successor, the National Densocratic
Party.

Concurrent with these internal polmul developments was a
‘gradual change in the laws and pmctlus regulating the press. The
first major sign in this respeet was the press law of December,
1862, which went into cffect March 9 of the following vear. Its
most relevant proviso-was the transfer of the press from political

‘uiu.ly the police adminiscration, to that of the
courts of law, thus providing the press with a grcatu degree of
legal protcul()nf'z’ The new law also abolished some of the arbi-
trary preventive measures which previously had been employed
against. the press, including the system of w arnings and conces-

“sions. Finally, it dissolved the censorship commission (Bucherre-

vzszon) attached to the main customs office in Praguc.

- But many restrictions still remained, enabling the suthorities to
| maintain close control over. the Czech press, especially papers and
pcnodluls which expressed opposition views. In fact, the period -
between 1868 and 1870 has been described as one during whick.
the Czech political press ¢xperienced some of 1ts worst oppression.
| This included threats, confiscations of cditions, fines, persecution

| of editors, disallowing of newsstands and suspension of publica-
o Ltions.

23,

V

The-Czech press, therefore, was politically ()lll_ll[(_d not only in
“internal politics but also in its oppositional activitics- against the
regime. Through this suugqlc it acquired new skills and learned to
survive under. w repressive rule. The regulatory sy tem’ within
which it functioned was maintained until the end of the Nine-
teenth century, although the prcss wus gladually {reed from some
of the more restrictive measures. This can be seen, for instance, in,
the reestablishment in 1869 of press’ jury courts (abolished in’
18—}9) nullification of the advertising tax in 1874 discontinuation

S
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-of the burdensome kaution n 1894 and, finally, removal of the
issuance tax five years later. .

‘Each improvement in conditions: stxmulalcd growth not only of
the political press. but of htcrary, cconomic _and professional
publications as well. But the rise of polmcaljourndhsm dominated

public lifc as new political ideas and doctrines stimulated new
movements which -relied heavily on their publications to dissemi- |
nate their respective causes and programs. During the 1880s, for
example, the Social Democrats and their ¢ wriodical publications
gained a foothold in the Czech lands, while during the ensuing
decade the press of the Agrarians began to flourish. Universal
“suffrage, introduced duving 1907 in Austria, provided added impe-
tus to the growth of political partics, intensifying both political
awareness and political journalism.

It was during this period.of growth that Lidove noviny (People’s
News) was founded by Adolf Stransky (1893). Published in Brno,
Moruvia, it rose within a 40-year span from a provincial paper 0a
leading national daily, bcco'nmLr the acknowledged voice of the
nt U ontsia ane one o the olitically independent Czech-
lang . _ge dailies. '

At the beginning of the Twenticth century, 366 newspapers and
periodicals which were classificd as political were being published
in the Czech lands. This included both Czech- and German-lan-
guage publicaticns regularly printed at least once a month. By
191G the number had increased to 598, while th: year prior to
World War I saw 702 political anspapcrs and periodicals pub-
lishec out of a total of 1,946, This'meant that more than onc-third -
{36.1 pcrccm) of all papers and periodicals publlshcd in the Czech
lands just prior to the war were political in nature.” =* In terms of
the daily press (p apers published5 to 7 times aweu\) the number
inercased from 37 in 1900 =0 45 a decade later, ar 3 reached 59 by
the end of 1913.%3 . . . ,

On the eve of World War 1, then, the Gzechs were more
politically sophisticated and better organized than ever before, and
were bent on gaining recognition ‘as cquals within the Austro-
Hungarian Empive. : ' .

Although the press tended to be polxucal the gro ving expan-
sion in literacy prompted a noticeable increase in cultural material
n the p()puldr print media, us attested by the leading wmcrs and -

t—)'
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poets who contributed to prominent publications. This tradition,
started during the pre-1848 period and carried over by such

-writers as Neruda and Cech, was continued by various literary

figures, including J. S. Machar and Viktor Dyk, and later by Karel

Capck and Eduard Bass. These writers not only enriched the

nation’s literary wealth but also aided in cslab]lshmg and imaintain-
ing high standards in journalism.

The influence of literature on the nation’s plcss may be seen in
the diverse genres which men of letters have brought to it. Unlike
newspapers in the United States, for instance, the Czech and

. Slovak popular press ubsorbed (dhd continues today to employ)
many literary forms including the feuilleton, essay and sketch.

Thus, during the formative years, the press saw its task as not onlv
to inform but also to serve as an agent of politics, caacation.
rtait ent ard lerature,

As early .. 1877, the task of maintaining professionalism in the
field was accepted as a responsibility by the pioneering Organiza-
tion of Czech Journalists. The. 1mpctus for its founding, however,
was the recogmized need for an official body to help journalisis
and their fizciies in times of lmrdshlp.26 During the first quarter
of this centi =y, several other journalist groups emerged, of which
the most pro: -inent was the Syndicate of Prague Journalists estab-
lished in 19, i. It became the Syndicate of Czechoslovak Jour-
nalists in 1976 and three years later had* more than 600 mem-
bers.?” Other smaller professional journalism groups were united |
through their wlitical or ethnic tics.

-

Nationhood and the Interwar Period
{

The crisiz brought on by prospects of war in 1914 found the
Czechs uncertain and divided in.opinion as to their future. Some
feared. the loss of the basic unity gained through the struggle of
preceding vears, while others questioned the permanency of the
Austro- Flungarzan Empire. Members ol radical ‘partics, mcanwhllc,
began Lo appeal again to the historic rights of the old Bohemian
Crown lands an:d, with the support of some National Socialists and

- Realists. prop.sed a séparation from the Empire.?® This public

1;'4
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mobilization and the tensions of war.

Wi
Most of the activities which ultimately resulted.in the creation

of an independent Czechoslovakia on October 28, 1918, ‘took
place not inside’ the country biit abroad (mainly in Britain, France
and the United States) under the leadership of Tomas G. Masaryk
and "his prolcgc Edvird Benes. There existed inside the- Lounlry,
nevertheless, i -desire for autonomy and se't determination (grow-

mq ever stronger as the war progr & Iis sentiment
manifested itself only in the form o, - v cjon, internal
discipline and moral fortitude in the Lo o 1 mgarian
oppression,

Such efforts usually are most effective when guided by cohesive
leadership. At first the Czech populnr press tended to be cither
pro-Austrian or noncommitied, primarily as a result of the 1mp()sx-
tion of severe restrictions including rigid censorship, < 1 ban on
political publications and intimidation of journalists ‘md writers.

During 1917, however, the previously silent or ‘compli: [C!L‘Lh

press took a stand and, utilizing purposcful yet nomnﬂdmmdlory

language, spoke out in" favor of nationhood, thus assuming a
feadership role. ¥ The press’ example was followed by succeeding
generations of writers during pcnods ol national crisis.

Coinciding with this renewed activism was the publudlmn of a.
writers' manifesto. Penned b) poet-dramatist Jaroslav Kvapil and
novelist Alois Jirasck, the May 1917 document openly leudmlLd/-
a proclumation of Joyalty to the Empire issued by leaders of nine
Crech political parties. Although extracted under duress by For-
cign Minjster Count Ottokar Czernin, the proclamation nonecthe-
less caused considerable embarrassment to Czech leaders negotia-
ting with Allied Powers for recognition of an independent Czecho-
slovakia. However, the writers’ manifesto, which called for a
“democratic Europe, a Europe of autonomous and independent
nations,” soon became aceepted s the trueexpression of the

- national will and helped solidil'y the mlcnml strugglc for an end . to

Austro-ITungarian domination.
Masaryk. who was to become (,/cchuslomkm s first prcsulcnl"
attested to the effectiveness of the nation’s press during this

period when he wrote: “In our case leadership was supplied by the

press, particularly those journals which, with. [dCllCdl skxll wnh\

\Y
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sinking ‘spirits, using language i:ucomprehensible”to the ‘enemy
though comprchCnsxble to every Czech.”3! Later, Masaryk was to
tell Capck “Throughout my life I've been closely associated with
the » literary organ of politics: the ncwspaper. Even today
- [1926-27] . 1 should probably have been a journalist if I hadn’t
another job”3? (emphasis addcd).”A professor of philosophy and

'r sociology before turning to politics, Masaryk had acquired a sound

journalistic background as political analyst, critic and editor.

Duc to his prominent role in the national struggle, the wrxlcx-
Journa,hst sometimes called “the heart and brain of the nation,’
became an influentizl force in the life of the young Republi
“The Czechs have never had many writers who wrote only to
entertain. Politics and literature had gone hand in hand in their
tradition, and their major figures kept on crossing the borderline
~ between writing and politics.’ "33 '

While press freedom, including the prohxbxlxon of prior re-
straint, was guaranteed in the new nation’s constitution, the press

Tlaw "ol T923  provided for legal restrictions on the press during

crises or in cases involving the advocacy of measures threatening
the constitution, a republican form of government, public order or
the office of the President.®® If a ceurt determined that a publica-
tion was repeatedly violating the law, for instance, it could be
banned for one month in the case of a daily, and up to six months
for other ‘publications. When political extremism from both the
left and right later threatened the nation’s stability, the penalty
was changed to include curtailment of distribution or ‘the imposi-
tion of prior censorship.

The press law was part of a series of statutes aimed at prevent-

ing the reinstitition of the monarchy while safeguarding-against

social disorder and revo iution. "And although traditional immuni-
‘ties were granted members of Parliament, they did not extend to
members who also were publishers or cdxtprs in_cases involving
libel or incitement 1o perform illegal acts.? :

Czechoslovakia- was not spared. the pmblcms faced bv a ncwly

independent nation. Perhaps the most obvious and, in the end,’

most consequential proved to be the minorities question, particu-
larly the Cuzech-Slovak dichotomy. Rooted in the divergence of
historical evolution, the conﬂxct was evident on three levels: 1)
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blend between industry and agriculture, the Slovak almost soicly 2
on agriculture; 2) dissimilarity in cultliml‘dcvclopmcnt, and - 3)
religious influence of varying intensity. ."\ "
Fearful of being dominated by the Cze¢ch mujor\ity,,thc Slovaks
demanded certain autonomous rights after independence, includ:
ing local administration, education and courts of law. After the
exuberance of nationhood had subsided,” Slovak leaders made
demands for. greater Slovak autonomy until the German occupa:
tion in -May, 1939, when Slovakia, under the Third Reich’s tute-
lage, became an independent Republic. .
The minorities problem was further exacerbated by the other
national groups living within Crechoslovakia: Germans, Hungari-
ans, Poles and ‘Ruthenians. Morcover, the nation was recovering
from a major war during its formative years-and -later from a
depression while engaged in solving the problems of sclf-govern-

_ment. Amidst such birth pains, a new press developed which soon

found itself torn hetween party allegiance and social responsibili-
ty. . ‘ . ‘
"“The fall of the Austro-Hungarian Empire brought not only
independence to ‘Crzechoslovakia but also a rcorientation in poli-
tics. The ethnically fragmented population led to a proliferation of '
political partics, which divided the dailics, and to a tesser extent
the periodical “press, along partisan lines. Thus independent and
privately owned newspapers and“journals continued to be the
exception rather than the rule. Also, nationhood stimulated .an

“increasing interest in-both domestic and foreign political news. It

was common practice to read one’s own party or cthnic press,

.sually published in one of the major “cities such as Praguc,

Bratislava or Brno. Yet despitc its partisan character, the national
press in large part avoided sensationalism and provided its readers
with a wide varicty of domestic and foreign news,3¢ editorials and

" commentaries. Nor did.the daily press neglect cultural, entertain-

ment and sports articles or-special features. o

. One of the leading dailies of the First Republic was-the afore-
mentioned Lidove nouviny, which by the 1930s enjoyed a circu-
fation of 100,000 in a nation with a total population of 13.5
million. Its chief assets were political independence (although:it
chumpioned the ieft-of-center view) and.the ability of its owners,
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various fields. Before 1939, articles’ and commentaries appeared
under such ‘names as Josef Capek and his brother Karel, both
authors and playwrights, the latter probably the internationally
best known Czech literary” figure; Eduard Bass, novelist and sati-
rist; Jaroslav Stransky, owner-cditor, law professor and member of

‘Parliament; Ferdinand Peroutka, prominent journalist; and Hubert

Ripka, lorcign alfairs specialist and post-World War 1T Minister of
Foreign Trade. The. daily also followed closely the political and
cultural life of Europe, particularly” Great Britain, through its
stringers and periodic sojourns-abroad by its cditors. Its pages
included articles by English s(.x(csmcn. such as Winston Churchill,
and translations of English novels.?

Other important dailies of the biterwar period were Fenkov
(Countryside), the Agrarian Party’s chiel organ founded in 1906;

-Ceske slovo (Czech Word), founded the following year as spokes- -

man of the National Socialists; Narodni politika (National Poli-
tics), unattached conservative publication launched in 1883; and
Pravo lidu (Pcople’s Right), started in 1893 and eventually the
Social Democrats’ official voice. N

Of the post-1918 political dailies, the most notable were Rude
pravo (Red Right), founded in 1920 and soon after the central
organ of the’Communist Party, and Lidove listy (People’s Pages),
started in 1922 as the voice of the Catholic Populist Party.

The press became very much a part of the daily life of the
country. Its citizens had a [)I’O})Cllsll} to glorify journalisin because
of the many prominent writers and statesmen associated viith the
ficld. As one Amcrican obscrver wrote: “The political creation of
Professors Thomas G. Masaryk and Eduard Benes reccived the
breath of national life through the instrumentality of propdqand.l
and now the nation is secking to perpetuate itself through dlllgcnl
encouragement of the press and printed word.” R

The importance of the print media may also be scen in- the
govérnmcnl’s interest in jts development. In 1928, for istance,
the nation’s budget included an appropriation of 750,000 Kcs.
(somc $25,000 with apurchasing power ‘ol double that dmounl)

. for the establishment of a journalisni school on the’ gymnasium

fevel.? By 1930 ncarly 4,000 newspapers and periodicals were
. by Y 1, paj I

. published in Crechoslovakia, including 115" dailies, 423 weeklies

|
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tion’s capital and publishing center, printca approximatcty oue
third of the nation’s newspapers-and periodicals. , '

The importance of the political press may be understood in
light of the large number of political partics that emerged after
independence. During the 1920, 1925 and 1929 parliamentary
clections no less than 49 parties and sphinter groups campaigned
for scats in the Senate and National Assembly. Although a majori-
ty of the parties appeared during the campaign never to be heard
from again, others took their plucc.‘“ By 1935, however, the
practice of consolidating political strength left only 16 parties to,
campaign in the last free clection prior to the war.

As a rule, 13 parties held scats in Parliament, and the cabinet

~ was composed of individuals representing from four to seven of

them. Generally, the government’s political base remained un-
changed during the First Republic with power resting in the
coalition known as the Petha (quintet); made up of the Agrarian,
National Democratic, National-Socialist, Populist and Social Dem-
ocratic parties. - .

The Communist ‘Party of Czechoslovakia, founded in 1921, was
not outlawed, as was the casc.in other newly created East Europe-
an states, but participated openly in the nation’s political life and
developed an active press. It gained some popular support and a
respectable membership, which by 1927 had reached 138,000. But
after becoming increasingly Bolshevized,® especially after 1929
with the ascendancy of a new radical leadership under Klement
Gottwald, membership declined to 40,000 in 1931.% The growing
threat of Hitler’s Germany allowed the KSC to recoup some of its

“losses by joining with the nation’s democrats in the United Front®

movement against fascism.

While the KSC enjoved privileges guaranteed to all political
parties, the government was not always tolerant of the extremist
policies and programs the Party promoted during the carly 1930s.

‘The Communist press was frequently censored and the Party’s
“representatives in Parliament, whose immunity was rcadily lifted,
“were jailed for brief periods of time.* Censorship and confisca-

tion of Communist publications were implemented under the
1923 press law. This was also the case with the militant press of
the Slovak and German extremist groups which came into promi-
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"nence during the critical depression vears and intensified with
Hitler’s rise to posver. ‘
President Benes, succeeding Masarvk who had retired in 1935,
attempted to keep the government and nation united during the
mounting crisis. But the Fascist onslaught, both from within and
without, plus pressures from other nationalistic groups and the
Communists contintied. As a protective measure, Parliament
empowered the President to suppress, at his own discretion, news-
papers and periodicals as well as political parties voicing extremist
positions.” That act sounded the death knell for press freedom in
Czechoslovakia. Even pro-government publications which attacked
Fascist policies and actions were censored lest tieir anti-German
commentaries provoke unfavorable reaction among “peace-

—Tnakers’” abroad.*® The tension continued until Austria fell into

Hitler’s hands.
This event was followed by the Munich Agreement of Septem-
ber 1938. From that iiine onward, for all intents and purposcs, the

"< First Republic ccased to exist. Benes and many other national

leaders resigned and eventually went into exile, mostly to London
and Moscow, and the nation was dismembergd and parcelled out
among Germany. Poland and Hungary. In March, 1939, Bohemia-
Moravia became . rotectorate of the Third Reich and the Czech
press, what remainec. [ it, was taken over by German occupation |
forces and controlled by he Propaganda Ministry. '
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The Communist Party Press

A LTHOUGH Rude pravo was first published on
Septcmbcr 21, 1920, the daily did not become the leading organ
of Czechoslovakia’s Communist Party until some cight months
later when the Party itself was officially organized. At first the
paper served as the chief voice of the Czechoslovak Social Demo-
cratic Party’s left wing, or so-called Marxist left, which subse-
quently adopted the 21 conditions of membership of the Com-
'munist’ International and proclaimed itsclf the Communist Party
of Czechoslovakia®? during the Party’s Inaugural Cengress in
Praguc May 14-16, 1921. Two days later, Rude pravo arked the
occasion by including in its masthead for the first time the
designation “‘Central organ of the Communist Party of - lzechoslo-
vakia.”
Although this formal split between the two main fact: »ns of the
Social Democratic Party (CSSD) occurred nearly four - cars after
the Bolshevik Revolution, the Revolution nevertheless had an

immediate impact on virtually all Social Democrats, particularly

those who spent the war vears in Russia, most of them as prisoners
of war. As carly as 1917 they organized their own party under the
leadership of Alois Muna. The following May it-was named the
Czechoslovak Communist Party in Russia and its committees be-’
came secondary organs of the Russian Communist. Party. Financed
by the Soviet leadership in Moscow,*® the Czechoslovak group
published several newspapers, including the central organ Pru-
kopnik svobody. ‘(Pioncer of Freedom) and its succgssor Pravda
(Truth), and was generally active in supporting the Bolshevik
causc. :

This activity abroad led dircctly to the rcorientation of the
CSSD following the war. Two movements soon cmerged within its
ranks: the moderate wing, which remained loyal to the ideals and
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- Marxist left succeec

basic politics of the Social Democrats, and the Marx . left, which

adopted more radical tacrics and adhered to the theory of the

dictatorship of the prcletyyiat. As was the case witi most Edrope-

an Social Democratic parties during the immed”
it was the left faction which ultimately spliv .
to join the international ComMunijst Movemer:..
The central organ of the CSSD since 1897 v
political and ideological differences between
main opposing fact s w re crystallizing d
. g2ining a Majorit”
Led by Bohumir §. i Vaclay Vacek @ .
majority made the p. - yoice of the Mar
Mecanwhile, cvent- - :r,unding the CS:
(scheduled fo- Sept - o 25-28, 1920
crisls to a chimax. clection of duv e
brancli:s mad= it d fat the leftist viev o+
meant, in effect, th  _opgress would zpp: |

- munist International. To forestall such actio

mittee (in which mocerates held a majority -+
the Congress and, moreover, declared that .
Comintern was discordany with membersh::
cratic Party. Although comMinittee memt
measures meznt splitting and thus weu
moderate leaders believed it to be the «
control and, at the same time, keep the CS¢
character.*®

The Executive Committe€’s action was fo -
by a spontaneous mecting of Praguc workers' -
expressed their opposition by organizing thei
mittec and scizing the Soclal Democratic P

~headquarters. The People’s Cénter,’as it was

the editorial offices of Pravo lidu and the Cs
Along with this move, the Center’s personn
council (consisting primyily of the datiy’
placed the paper’s editorin-chief, Josef Stiva. .
direct supervision. '

The imposition of what amounted t con
Stivin and publisher desjgnate Antonin  vemes
offices and transfer their "Operation to v
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Eduard Beaufort. Joined by - ther members of the moderate
faction, they published their .5t issue of Prave lidu in the new
facilities on September 19, 17 Symezal and his staff, rcanwhile,
continued to publish their v on of the paper v -hich cn Septem-
ber 18 and 19 appeured wer o name Stare Provo lidu (The Old
People’s R:ght).

TEe tur=oil over th . th= pover’s name - was resolved, at
the imsiste ¢ of the - w0 s, onw districr - ouart which ruled
again:: the Marxist . o2t o find a aew name for its
publiiazior. 7 The ' .. .1 chose the nume Rude prevo.
Shortly the—zafter, a = dso Toreed its s taff to vacate the
Peopiz’s Ceter whi “wened to the € SD™s Exeontive
Comr. "+ Thus be oo hi ory of Czech v 2’s Tome
munic 1o - of whick + mewd  numed daily b ocame the L ef
voice prutotype. '

Fr such vexatious o an .2 Commuitist pres- ... o dn
uphil. siruggle to com. -t rest of the mation’s S
readc™: und to gain fol. w- ograms propesed by v KSC.
Its m -t damaging lia' ":.c- W its general drabness, both in
appeaiace and conter fe ¢+ ntern’s growing influence on its
stvle. and a contin inds.5! A Czech historian has
observed thut I-st - .. s resemble the bour:s is press
too closelv. Com +. displaved a c¢-riain .wzree of
conservatism in - — writing styvle describew by one
Agitprop functior. - v sstyle™ ‘
© Nevertheless the 30 div act a mass following initially,“‘
including nany wri and I ary figures who-worked as staff
merminers n, or woo quat mntributors to, its newspapers and
periodicals. Many iy et - -ere attracted to the Party by its
proi ssed internutics smon adical socialism and favored the
culte mal relaticns ¢ oy 1t the vears between Russia and
Czec oslovakin ¥+ -ut nc by theis common exper nee of
beine recently :rec o om - hical {orms of rule. Thes- leftist
inteli ctuals believ- 1 at nism ropresented a large nough
ideol dical mantle -l - ring viewpoints.

Un der Cominterr anf” i wever, the KSC was soon - -olshe-
vized. thus adoptin: -+ wnc  “arrow direction. The proccss was
accentated durir .o oyt ise to p\'o_\ycr of “the boys from

Karlin 7 as the C-37) ¢ s e..ivd them, a group of young func-
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tionaries, inteilectuals and workers h: aded v Gc irwald. During

the Party’s Fifth Congress, convened Fehru o 18-23 of the sare
year, Gottwal 4 was clected the T~ feesal scere tary and fre m
then ursil his deatl, 11953 rer . ¢ uncisp ted leader.

The Fiftk Zongross, accord: .o 't L Pasvo mistory, con. -

tuted a2 was-rshed in the KS s r..cutr f onentati-n, The mo

program acicnied curing the stormy - + Toliowe
general i :ological line of th worl unist
-articulated ty the Soviet Uni n. 7TF oo
ardent Bol:ievization which g ve o ety
tionary churacrer as the vangu iré corkine,
cow-orient=d - ourse thus esi.hispe. “o guide
policies frc m then on.

The Congress also proclained Czed akia
state, thus launching the Part- niress on TR

doav

against 171¢ natron’s democratic instiztticr
ment. This was a key reason whe th Lo
frequently censored during the First Rezub’ v anc
pers were suspended for as lonz as 0 mor b it
the KSC to publish them illegully. 1 arziz

issucs of Rude pravo, fcr examyle, - > pr

then smuggled into the couniry vie in
Throughou: 'he ceurse of the interw - rowe
‘then, the Communist Party regaréed - :

in its propaganda against the nation’s ¢ o
the programs of major bourgeois partic

Structure and Organization

At the time of its founding, the X3C L.
press system, publishing 34 nowspapers me o
Czech lands alone (all former « =SD o 7 i s
Marxist left viewpoint). Sever were colics, thres

d closely L.

aavement
a period ¢
and revolt -
s. The Mos-
the Party’s

imperiaiis:

la campaigr
m of govern-
itopress was
idividual pa-
‘me, forcing
~vals, llegzal
Jienna and
T points.‘:'S
suing year .
. instrume
2 criucize

. cstablishc:
icals in the

 oporting the

.. Czech and

four in German: Rude pravo, .tovnost \Equ:i. .7 nicky den:’:

(Worker’s Daily), Vorwarts, Der Ka-pler. ~nalionale &

Volksstimme. The number ¢ { papers - . iwdicass increassd

until 1924 when 62 periodic publicatic s »wer m2 aded on the
31
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Party’s press roster. After that year the number fluctuated but

_declined steadily uniil Ociober. 1938, when the Communist press

was outlawed in Czechoslovaki- us @ direct result of the Munich
Agreement.®

The greatest diifi. lties were vncountered by the Party’s Slovak
press section. ln u. ‘lon to ~he restrictive pcitical climate in

_Siovakia, limited t¢ “nical facilities and lack «: financial assets
soon forced the Slowus-languag > Party press to b published in the

Czech cities of Moravs xa-Ostreva and Prague. Beides, most of the
staff members on the 12SSD. muajor newspaper i Slovakia, Robot-
nicke novinv (Workers' News i, supported the moderate faction,
which forced the Marxists to launch their own paper, the weekly
Pravda chudob: (Tru:zh of Povertys, en September 15. 1920, in
Ruzomberk.5? The paper became a daily five vears later after its
name had been shortened <o its present-day title, Pravda, and its
operation moved to Crstrave.

Four vears fater P-avda again became a weekly, primarily for
technical and financizl reasons, but it remained the chief Slovak-
language voice of the KSC, thus the central organ of the Slovak:
section, until its demise in 1935, During 1924-25, it added Sunday"
and Thursday supplements cal'ed Proletarska nedel’a (Prolctarian
Sunday) and Kosak {Sickie). Other periodic publications issued
under the auspices of the KSC press committee in Slovakia in-
cluded Hlas l'udu (People’s Voice), Spartakus, Proletarka (Prole-
tarian Woman) and the Hungazrian-language Kassai Munkas (Kosice
Worker). Of these, only the last named remained active during the
1930s. When suspended in 1936, the paper was replaced by
Magyar Nap (Hungarian Day). ' '

It also was the Slovak Communist press section which launched

Gottwald on his carcer as a publicist and Party apparaichik.

Between 1921 and 1923, Gottwald was active on several Slovak
publications, including Pravda chudoby, to which he contributed
articles on the mission of-the Party' press. Early in 1923 he was
clected to the KSC's press committee” in Slovakia and became a
member of the Zilina district’s Executive Committee. The follow-
ing ycar, Gottwald was named responsible editor of Pravda
chudoby and, as such, held the same post for all Slovak-language
Communist publications until 1926, when he was transferred to
Prague to head the Party’s Agitprop Department as“a member of
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the Cenzral Cormmiztere and '~ 7. uro t which ©e . -cer
elected 1=e previous year.”®

Durin: - thie 1920s the prim Lo of the Commurtist pios s, e
the Purt s main organezazios— astrment, we: Tto prey o
masses, ospecially the - maue - of the preletaria, for th e
decisive battles for pov #2770 5 s end the leadlers: . o o
du -ted oress propaga a o .er on bota the polin L d
economi fronts. But -~ 7 v ooer. dic publications s - me
did not constitut > a ¢ pe.. o es i v sense of attre L de
readershin.

In 1624, for instance 1+ Xof reportwc its mernber. oo
138.996 of which 8&.49&, .~ .. than 65 percert of its me

“said the subscribed to the -artv oress, In the Prague oosimict
alone, 1ae nation’s publishi-. . o) the sitzatic s we: oven
gloornicr. Only £.542 orsom: 5 peo ontof 15,056 KSC me=: 15
subscribed to Fude pravo.t  Oth districts reporied st less
impress:v: subscription figure. . chr vears bater, the situati - had

grown cv=n worse. Onlv 26.7 ser 2nt of the membershin. . sich
then totajed 138,000, subscried o at least ne Communis:
while 18 percent did not suoscrize to an' Party publice...:
This shorteooming made the press sobject to irequent criticiszn by
both Party and Comintern lea.ers.

Although publication: suc . as Prevda ondd Rude prazo e
designated as ‘“‘mass newspapers,”” 10 this instence one must iner-
pret mass to mean “not the number of issues printed but the 1act
that tney were directed towurd the masses and produced in accor-
dance with their active participation.”®? During the interwar peri-
od,.Communist dailies cs a =ule had circukztions well below he
100.000 mark, “he evering id Sundzy eciiions being the rmost
widely read.

From its very beginning, =

= press was directed toward cenzral-
izavion and consolidaticn st smming from the need to creaze a
more effective -aass medium .ind, a° the same time, to lessen the
financial burden on tht Party. The crystallizing of Party programs
and objectives, evident on te pages of Party publications. also
reflected the continual infig:ating taking place among the various
factions, a struggle in which Gottwald’s -adical-revolutionary wing
emerged as a powerful fo-ze during discussions oreceding the
Party’s Filth Congress, and v s totzlly victorious at s conclusion.

2
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he crisis wii n the v Srosht on by the change | - leader-
st promptuc nagecs C.niceiten of the Comsrar Dress.

new lead ner . ~er demands for corlomer and
ar.oTmity o« ~.at oo steengihen dis propag shda mission.
T trend U on’ aitv wos caused im large v et 1T Com-
U1 pressii hics o its vctions were bein. s sively

cted In otk 21900 sov ety 1930s. The iw e [ the

emn o sect 0 ves. was corsideraue dur o s
v oL simee b e b e for the work 7 the deo-
o supresswoeo b line 5 Comintern.”®

. encrete « amle o Turnee is provideo o th o
st st volime of o me 0 v Stanislav Budin veos wones

sosst. 1934, e Deocmhee 035, held the pos . Celnor
ch o Rude ool T o ote, for mmstance ditary

oo wt betwee Cerme o slovatkkia woulc JnsTl-
AL imperic G owan” oo .~ st iled enthe b o coodenae
{+ . naton ) that C = ooests o eoefore showw f1the
v of a0 gmin 2 nsier their country 200 U was
re: wed by oo 0 ogitbur s s who told him the cach a
¢t ossion can come .o e KSCh it must come o Moo
¢ from Con . .7
centraliz pre . the KaC Loudorshzp decidea . o ly s
By 1
wherchy coonme pagss o Ruo coa would serve as the sfor

Tost w Dlloe e co uses em of satedl: apeTs
other newspaper it e rwctics was employec v oin
rural regicns. B oo fir meinl w0 politieal difficulties v Lated,
the systern was oo ap oed e wweviowsly separate Commrunist
dail.cs in major ities. Tods mesr: nei although mastheds were
chanued to or awvide ©osernblancs o continuiry, all but omwe oF the
ices were f.oo ealin utent. The one oper or fmutat e " page

Curty inforinanion.

vos Tesen ed oo tocal newand

Thus al zer 1955 the %50 i ssence published only v main
Geiies: Rude pravo. 17 roo o Cahme ad Magyar "0 The
P_ tv’'s evening dmbyv noan zab Puirty publication . oo fHalo-
no: v {Fello News wiooh renion ed Kady ve erous se Neshrly)
wher the latter was Zocoontnued in 1934 cue o unaa diffi-
criormeiiys Halo-noviey contine & publica-

cultios, The Hively o0t

G2
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tion unzil 1938 nd at times found itself az odds wit. the o “iclal
Parzy press.

The permane-  staff of Fude prezo (2 well as otne st
dailies) wus si |, ranginz irom cigh o twelve In
Budin® time, i - mstzncz. she edizoriz department Lot

=gkt writers an 1 twe or CUiree v.pists. The major
were v - th an  culture, ¢ et a“fairs, _omestic pol .cg, for
affairs o & spe s, althous o these wreas «nd the divis on of v
=mong - lem W never co astant, YIn thi < editorial of ce, beruisw

izhe sto [f] wie _mall, evervone wrote w aat he considercd 1 07
tant,” o udin r ted. “Thore were no  =alousies or bad feoing
amongst its m abers.™” The paper’s main sections also ~wried
accordirz to iz Party’  immesdiate reeds and ofzen retl::oter
themes :tressed ~v “omir ern departimernts.

As cicef oditor. Budin had daily (wsually inform moe g
with or - of severe Party ioadess who provided the g Tl o
cal dire :ticn o1 che paper. The staff 4 war held morr ¢ "+
meetin s to de o what type of article(s) each memoer
write for the next day's edition. Rude pravo was punlisher ,
except Monday and, as was 17 ¢ case with most centza: org.. ~ vl
Comincern’s & ~tiens. providsd ample spaze for C minter -

s well ws for Russian writess and o=z

rectives and  -osorts
prominent feo m C. = m.unisis. such materizis, depending =200
tmeir importe: . wero recened mothe edite rial offices vie e
rhone, telegrac speia dispat-hes oo Comintern ~blicar s
¢ chax the Inic—ezional Press Corresy: 'mdence.

For fnamcit - well as ieological rusons, the main Comr.zist
deilies subscrit.eu to omly a portion of tie services pr-~iced by the
Czechoslevak News Agency (CTK) s that their ma or source . or
foreign news were Pravda (Moscow). th« Freénch Comrnunist Zzily
L Thomar - and -« ccasional dispatches filed by Co- saunist eour-
nudists abroad. s expect2d, foreign coverage concemirated or the
Soviet ' nion. Despite ontinued efforts, tne Po oy woas newer
totally  iccessiid in cor olidetin: wnd cenuiizive ts press. Tis
was esp cially true aio the Fiith ongress whe - aewiv formu-
lated racical vrogram - detrimenial efects ot Y oy's pop-
ularity that continued t  blague it throwzhout tre 1 " 30.. This was
most evident in the - -ationship between the Koo s 4 leftist

intellect aals, especially rersant journalists.

-
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Conflict Between Press and Party

One of the cenzral factors cortributing to the many problems
encountered by the KSC during this period was its increasing
burcaucratism and dogmatism stemming from an irtensified Bel-
shevizing of the Partv. This led dirccily zo the KSC's losing of
ponularitv among the masses. The exteasive influence of the
Communist International on KSC affzirs also affecied the Pariy
press. which was gradually fashioned inte a spokesman for the
Comintern, tha: is, Soviet {vreign policy. Tnis ckarnge in orienta-
tion was not readily accepted by many leftist intellectuzls who
tended to resist the restrictions and various political guidelines
being imposed upor: them. As a result. an exodus of X3C members
occurred, some willingly, some by force. Those who failed to
comply with Party directives were purged. '

The split between the Party and members of the intelligenisia is
exemplifted by the literary figures and journalists referred to as
“the group of seven writers.” A month after the Fiith Congress,
they published a manifesto in the non-Communist press opposing
the new program and orientation pursued by the newly elected

‘leadership. The wrters’™ defiant action caused their immediate

expulsion from the KSC without so much 25 2 hearing 8 To
understand the conflict between the Party and s sress, a situation
which has continued intermittently 1o the present daw, it is helpful
to explore the character of the press before and atter the Fifth
Congress.

Initially, the Communist press, in ling with its Social Demo-
cratic origins, was written and cdiitcd in the style «f 2 lwouse organ
in which policies were generally thrashed out inm opem polemics.
This gave risc to situations where Rude pravo. for example, pub-
lished articlés which did not parallel the views evoressed by the
KSC’s leading bodics. A case in point is the 1922._ -t perind when
Filip Dobrovolny and Olbracht, both advueates of . icticn whose
lcading spokesmen had been deprived of important Part fumic-
tions (though not of KSC membership) for discipli. iry reason:s.
continued to be a major force on Rwde prevo’s staff & d to express
their views.®?

The opportunity for a certain degee of “indepen fent™ action
by Communist. journalists was farcher indicated by Vojte:

26
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Dolejsi, longtime Parvv purlicist and @ .nctionary, who wrote that
although the first corditic: for Comimizern membership stipulated
that all Party publicaticns = d publisting houses be subordinate to
the Central Committee. this was rot inicrpreted to mean that the
Committee would dire. th conzro i the press. “The editoriul siaff,
tor which reliable comzade s were seiv ted, was well aware of the
meneral line of the Party ond its stance on cogent political ques-
tions, but the imterpretut om of thi lime the staff took upon
itself-as it understood (2w des b ot knew how *70
added). However. it was thevery vz of cnunciating and inter-
preting major poficies oyt which ¢ Htorial offices and individual
editors ran inte conlict with Partt ind Comintern: leaders. This
was most evident in the oritical uriicies appearing in Comintern
oublications such as the Commuous: iternational.” Due to this
independent atzitud: and the resulicat criticism issucd by Mos-
cow, the KSC leadership under Gor cald increased its vigilunce
over the Party press. '
Between September, 1921, aii No cember, 1928, for example,
the top editorial post of Rucle /)r. “o v s changed only three times,
while during the follcwing tenw car eriod the position changed
hands no less than tveelve times cmo7 2 nine individuals. And while
one or two of thes= staff changes were necessitated by editors

{emphasis

“having to go into hid 7ig 10 avoid arcest, at least two chief editors,

Josef Guttman and Budir:, were oxpelled from the Party for
alleged deviations 1 sabozage. Thie latter’s case is especially
interesting oecause - adin’s journali- ic career represents a good
example of the Lin: in ot
period and the refes = mesement <. the 1960s.7 He was active
during both pericis. directly involved in the struggle against the
Party leadership’s aro .irariress, inconsistency and dogmatism.

ditior. e.isting between the interwar

The tendency roveard sericter control and insistence on ‘obedi-
ence without que-tiom alienated many leftist intellectuals whose.

support for the Pt~ had fimits when it came to sectarian policies
and dictatorial prictiees. T s was C\pr(.‘is(.‘d clearly in the manifes-
to of *“the group ++ seven vwoiters.”” They maintained that as active

writers and journaasts th(‘\ ~ould no longer remain silent about
the Party’s “suicid & and in. mpetent politics.™ The group accused’
the new leaders « o creatizs “guinea pigs of paper revolution--
ariness” out of the workin.  people and of leading the Party into a

a7
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" blind alley. “Take the initiative, demand a redress,” the manifesto

urged KSC. members. “*let Communists come into the Party leader-
ship who desire unity and a mass Party, and the removal of
fractional terrorism. Guide the Party so that the working masses
will regain their fuith in themselves and in the leadership which
they themselves have elected.””

- Another factor plaving a2 prominent part in the conflict was the
questien of the Party’s influence in the realm of socialist culture
which. after 1929, became more and more a part of KSC politics.
This was closely linked to the concept of socalist realism being
espoused through Cemintern channels and it increasingly con-
fronted individual Communist writers with the restrictive nature
of Party policies.

The journalistic activitics of staff members on major Com-
munist publications were not limited te newspapers but frequently
extended to the field of cultural politics in which there still
existed at the time “a certain C‘relative’ degree of freedom of
opinion.”™ While the Party’s central organ and its evening edition
included articles and commentaries on the socialist culture theme,
it was primarily 7rorba (Creation). the KSC's official journal for
politics and culture, and orguns:o.f the intellectually oriented Left
Front movement” which proved to be the. main forum for the
exchange of ideas ulong'lhis theme. The literary forms and content
included were not alwavs consistent with official Party dicta and
quite often in opposition to them. The Fifth Congress resolution
stated that “Communists and Party organizations must maintain
discipline even when the Party’s leadership commits mistakes.””"®
Failure to adhere to this principle meant almost certain expulsion.

Despite its increased vigilance during the 1930s, the KSC leader-
ship had difficalty muinluin%rgg control and discipline within its
press. .

During the December 1935 meeting of the Exccutive Com-
mittee of the Communist International, which followed Comin-
tern’s Seventh World Congress, problems within the KSC werc,
discussed and performance of its press evaluated. Among those
rcportihg at the meeting was Party functionary Rudolf Slansky
who, according to Budin, stated that the Party’s _most serious
mistakes occurred in its press, especially Rude pravo and Halo-
noviny, both of which were staffed by intellectuals. who were
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turning away from the Party.” Three months later, in an article in
Communist International, Vaclav Kopecky, former chief editor of
Rude pravo and KSC Politburo member, issucd a diatribe against
the paper in general and Budin in particular. The opcning
sentences provide an example of the content and tone of the
article:

In consequence of the loss of revolutionary, Bolshevik vigilance, enemies of
the Party wormed their way into the Rude pravo,. .. and tried, and to some
extent were very successful, in making [sic] use of the cental organ for the
propaganda of alien ideas, hostile to Bolshevism, and contrary to the line of
the Comintern and of its Seventh World Congress. Further, there were
political errors in the Rude pravo, ... which led, finally, to the exposure of
Budin, the chief editor of the paper, and to his being driven out of the
Pa_rty.-rs

Following the mutual defense pact between Czechoslovakia and
the Soviet Union, concluded in May, 1935, the KSC changed its
stance on the issue of the defense of Czechoslovakia which,
subsumed in the campaign to defend Soviet Russia, was suddenly

- proclaimed a just cause. This became a primary campaign of the
Communist press during the remaining vears of the First Republic
when the Party also began to cooperate with Czechoslovakia’s
government on the issue of defense, despite Gottwald’s disapprov-
al and insistance that the class struggle must continue.

With the threat of fascism increasing in Europe, however, Com-
munist press propaganda in Czechoslovakia tended to neglect the
class struggle and concentrate instead on the prospects of war with
Germany. This undertaking was marked by frequent references to
the natien’s historic rights and the use of nationalistic symbols and
themes (anathema to the Communist concept of internationalism)
until. in the-end. the KSC became one of the most vocal defenders
of the nation. And, despite the brief dilemma that the Soviet-Ger-
man friendship pact presented to the Party, the KSC nonctheless
regained some of its former mass support for an anti-Fascist stance
which, in later vears, the Party utilized to full advantage in its

~ propaganda campaigns.

Occupation and the Underground Press

The disintegration of the First Republic following the I\idpich
Agreement of September 1938 also meant the end of the KSC’s

3
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existence as a legal party in Czechoslovakia. For, following the
flicht into exile of President Benes and other top government
leaders, but before the actual German invasion wf Czechoslovakia
on March 15, 1939, a strong authoritarian trend took hold inside
the nation. Prior censorship had been introduiced as early
September, 1938, but the frequency of white spaces in newspapers”
proved embarrassing to the new administratior.. The Ministerial
Council's decree of December 6, 1938, therefore, initiated a more
stringent supervision of the press by plucang in cach major news-
paper concern a censey who checked all copy.”? Previously. first
cditions hod to be submitteé to the censor's office before circula-
tion or mailing, leavimg too little time to substituze acceptable for
wbjectionzble items.

Meanwhile, the 7. C had activazed its anderground network and
commenced its ille ] activities. Throughe::t the war years, in the
Protectorate of Be nemia and Moravia 0 leasz, such endeavors
focused on propuzunde and the maimic ance of an operative
organizationid network. Thus, during the o cupation, “Party lead-
crship was assumed at various wimes ©yv four different central
committees whose primary responsibil ties were to assure the

publication o Rucle pravo and ©o rency the organizational net-
R0

work torn by the most recent set of arre: s, ,

The KSC was betiter prepured for it= nderground work than
any other major political group inside e country because: 1)
With ity previous experience with pur e measures, especiully
between 1930 and 1934, Party organizat .ons were ‘accustorned to
publishing and distributing undergrounc. newspapers, leaflets and
pamphlets; ancl in anticipation of being forcibly suppresscd, the

leadensliip had made provisions for contimuing this work, including

setting wp underground printing facilttes and distribution net-
works. 2) During Russo-German pact years, the Party was relative-
ly free of persecution by German authoritics, which enabled thc
I\SC to fortify its structure of party units, ceils and instructors.®

Between the occupation of Czech lands in March, 1939, and the
German invasion of Soviet territory o junce 22, 1941, no fewer
than 66 tilegal periodicals were issued by KSC cells inside the
Protectorate. Following the break in Russo-German relations and
until Czechoslovakia's liberation in May, 1945, the number was

reduced Ly alimost half, 1o 38 titles. “’“'Of course such publications
)
U
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appearcQ Arreguidrly, @id Hry weie pupusiicu 1ol oy a. o
time during the war years. Actually, this display of organization
proficiency during the war became a source.of criticism of tt

_KSC aftc'?,liberatio'n by some of its opponents, who maintaine
. that the Party had been too preoccupied with political, organiz

tional and propaganda work to undertake any significant resi
tance against the occupiers.®? :
Undcrground activities during the war were carried out by tw

“main groups®the Communists and the Nation’s Defense, a co:

glomerate of various nationalistic and anti-Fascist groups. Tl
‘shock of occupation caused even some conservative politician
members of the Agrarian Party, for instance, to engage in oppo:
tion work. Such was the case, for example, in the Council «
Ministers’ top administrative department for press affairs. As ear.
as June of 1939, the Gestapo uncovered within the national nev
service 'a clandestine information center whose task it was |
collect political and military information and forward it to cente
such as London and Warsaw.®

Throughout the was years, the KSC managed to print sever
illegal publications, as well as numerous lcaflets and fliers, but tl
‘main emphasis was given to maintaining its central organ, the fir
illegal issue of which appeared in Augu;t 1939. The journalist
work was implemented by members of the KSC’s illegal Centr
Committee and their closest co-workers. Initially, issues of Rut

.pravo were produced on duplicating machines, but the paper w

soon clandestinely printed in various shops and then, from 19¢
until the.end of the war, again duplicated.3® At the onset of tl
'-bccu;‘mtion' the paper usually appeared as a biwcekly, but as tl
internal situation became more -restrictive and materials gre
scarce, it was issued at greater intervals. Thenow defunct Histo
cal Instltutc of the KSC m'mdgcd to secure only | 65 numbers
the illegally prmtcd Rude. pravor for ltb archives, giving son
indication how infrequently it was issued.?

Conditions for underground work proved to be more favorab
in Slovakia which in 1939 became a separate state under a Ge
man-installed puppet government. Internal. control was less ¢
fective than that of the Germans-in the Protectorate, the terra
-was morc conducive to partxmmactxvnty and the proximity of tl
Soviet border_afforded casier contact between Moscow and Slov:



s

L . . i

Communists. Also, the Communist Party in Slovakia (KSS) be- -

came a separate section of the Comintérn, although it continued
to be guiced by the KSC leadership. The link between-Slovak
Communists and the KSC leaders in Moscow proved to-be a. weak

~one, however, so that underground activities inside the puppet

state were actually directed by local leaders, such.as Gustav Husak

~and Laco Novomesky, who focused their efforts on liberating

Slovakia rather than strengthening their own separate Communist
organization.®? - ;
The Slovak Communists, for instance, joined as equal partners

~ with democratic forces in forming the Slovak National Council

_which, with the aid of some disgruntled Slovak Army officers,

\

staged the unsuccessful uprising against. the Germans during Au-
gust of 1944 (For their failure. to emphasize the class struggle In
their illegal work, many Slovak Communists, including Husak an

Novomesky, were later criticized-as ‘“‘bourgeois nationalists,” re;
sulting in their imprisonmént, and liquidation in‘some cases
during the early 1950s.) The main illegal publications of the'KSS
included Hlas l'udu (People’s Voice), Kladivo (Hammer), Hlas

. dediny (Hamlet Voice) and Bol’sevicka zastava (Bolshevik Pledge),

the latter being a journal devoted to idcological issues.
Of the non-Communist wartime publications in the Protector-
ate, the most prominent was boj (Into Battle), which was edited

After Skalda’s death, Vojtech Preissing led the small group de-

+voted to publishing this underground newspaper.3® Other. non-
- Commynist publications included Cesky. kuryr (Czech Courier),

publifhed. by R. Kocak’s group, Kpt. Nenio (Capt. Nemo) and

Retez (Chain). Most of the non.Communist papers and pampbhlets . -

were published irregularly and their names were changed fre-

- quently to confuse the occupiers.
q y p

Despite their, differences in tactics and ultimate goals, the ranks
of both non-Communist and Communist journalists sustained sub-

" stantial losses during the war years. In 1947 the Union of Czech

Journalists compiled a list 6f newsmen who had cither perished in-- -

concentration camps or been exccuted by occupation forces. The

- list contained 112 names of which 37 were KSC members. An-

other roster of 126 names represented media personnel who had

" either been imprisoned or deported to concentration camps but

@

by Josef Skalda until his execution by the Germans in June 1942.-.
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“country following liberation.”
N

A~ g -

had"suwivcd.s?‘ While severe measures Were taken by the Germans

against the underground press, they were never quite successful.in

silencing it. The illegal presss both Communist and non-Com-

munist, attempted as best jt could under the difficylt circums

stances to provide the people With information about events both

at home and -abroad, and to dispel the false rumors which were

continually circulating, initiyted at times by the German propagan-

da machine to confusc the Public. As onc wartime periodical

stated: _ . o

Among the things which the Germians have robbed us of is also the means of

understanding and information, particularly the press and radio. They have

armed them against us, because th¢ Czech-wTitten press and the Czéch-speak-
ing radio are in German hapds and are’ German aids translated into "
_Czech. . .. We shall replace them DY other Means: by whisPering news and a

.whispering press.-. . .

And while the total resistance effort inside Czechoslovakia was '

never. quite as intense or ey (ENsive as 1t was in Poland or some of
the other occupied nationg of Europ¢, the underground press did

flnfcv_crthclcss try to keep the Spirit of resistance and hope for the

future alive. It did so by ws8ing slow-down tactics and outright
sabotage in German-held fyctorics, encouraging the boycotting of -
the German-controlled CzeCh-language press and informing its
readers about the cfforty being made abroad in the cause of
‘frecdom. The illegal Communist press, meanwhile, also began ‘to

lay the foundations for {a] nCw . .. people’s demoeracy . . . in the
o1 CE o

= Postwar Reorganization - - -

Nrague was liberated on May 9, 1945, by units of ‘the Red
Army. This signaled the begining of a new cpoch for the Cuzecho-
slovak state, ont churacwri'l.cd by 4 struggle for power by the
;Communi'st‘ Party, which pad.emerged from the occupation hold-
ing ‘a strong political and pSYChdldgiczll position within the
country.®? Virtually all aspects ol national life were affected
during the postwar period of reconstruction, the press being no
exception. For the Communists held the belief that the press
“influences social conscignce [and] helps coordinate the speed
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to the rule

~ with wiich the reve.ationz - cess takes place.”® The 77SC,

" theretc.r:, concentre v imn - ly on strengthening the pos: ion
of its wn press xi.i weak the influence of the non< »m-
munis: oress by attemptine 4in control of the media. . lost
crucizl .1 this respe @ was © ¢ o rganization of the nation’s press
systemn. a1 task whic  fell ur e ¢ jurisdiction of the Ministry of
Information, heade. at the ©*n . Party functionary Kopecky.

The reorganization of . ress was based on the principle,

enunciated by the Commur:-t-inminated Czech thmnm Council
created during the closing days of the war, that * ncwapdpcrs and
periodicals are the property of the nation and. mnnot/bc the object
of gainful enterprise by individuals or anonymous groups 94 This
principle was later endorsed by the government’ since it did not
scem to represent a radical departure from prewar traditions where
individual or family 0)vncrshlp was the exception. Nevertheless,
the provision provcd fo be a significant lever of control for the
Ministry, whose supcrvmon over the  press mduded_ what
amounted to hccnsinq power.

This meant, i cffect, that ml§ legally lccogmzcd political
partics and natjonal organizatiors which were part of the National _
Front were alfowed to publish niowspapers and periodicals. Private
capital was barred from print media ownership. (Some exceptions

éid ‘occur in terms of specialized journals.) Thus, aside
from following Marxist cconomic t}icory, the basic principle guid-
ing press reorganization also proved most convenient for the KSC
in placing the press under direct government cortrol and, more .
important, subjecting the non-Ce nmunist press to thc supervision
of the Communist-held Ministry - Information. :

The socialization of journalisn »as foreshadowed, surprisingly

~ . cnough, by President Benes. S+ after returning from exile, he

expressed his views on the cha.:yiig nature of the press during a
meeting of Czech journalists: '

In my opini,on..journalism is a publi. service. Unbridled frecedom to publish.
newspapers must not be re-establised. We .all know what the yellow press
meant before the War. This, to be sure, is a restriction of personal 1ibcl_‘ty.,‘but
we have to ask oursclves to what extent it is necessary, and in whose interest.
Unrestricted freedom has to yicld to public interest. This is why with us
newspapers arc published by public corporations, to'whom the right has to be
reserved in a certain way, lest.something indefinite, mysterious and sccret
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should conceal itself behind the facaci = bf newspapers.. We ihave- to accept this
principle. We all say that Liberalism | s been discardesl. This + 1 fact, and we
public life thar i
today’s socializing trends, is journalism. How to har~=oniz¢ this fact with
e 1+ ciple that the
duyr -zedom of the

must realize that one of the factors i

freedom of speech is another matter,

But here,

tew

freedom of the individua! has to. be subordinated

whole, holds good. s

Benes had been highly disturbed by the pertor

portion of the interwar press. A few extren
exploited sensationalism and practiced yellow

the prewar newspapers, as one American sch-

not put public interest in the background; . .

were sober, scrious papers serving the nation we
A government decree of July 1()
mation ministry to draft a new press law. A.

President’s office that September;

1946, in:

abov - all subject to

ice of a small
Jications had
dism. Most of
served, “had
meat majority

- ~ted the infor-

neally, work on a
press law to fill the gap until a new congtituticn could be drafted,
was begun as carly as the spring of 1945, The imtial proposal came
in the form of a decree written by Kopecky and presented to the
but Benes refused to sign the
document on grotnds that it should be decided upon by the
National Assembly.?7 ‘A revised version of the plan was submitted
to the Assembly in the spring of 1946, where it met with consider-
able opposition. The document was composed of several parts

— —covering. both periodic and nonperiodic publications, the status ()f
g P 1 I

editors and the regulation of the Union of J()urliql!x[s

Mecanwhile the Ministry was granted certain ~zzulatory powers.
It thus banned the/press of outlawed political mparties, altered
names:of papers issucd during the occuparion srarzted publishing

pcrmns dirccted thc national wire service d

nation’s broadt_‘lstmg network. As a result, sevs

\newspdpcrs were dlsv.ont{nucd after liberat®

conservative dailies of long 91dnqu——l enke

Narodni politika. The Juyt ification given fo
0k

was that’by scrving the
Ceve LN
in the eyes of the nation, “

cupicrs they had d

An cexarmple of the name-chinging pmun
causing the affected publication to lose vital
the intelle: -uals® voice Lidove novz"ny"wlyicll.
became Svobhodne noviny (Free News), offict.

_ciation of Cualtural Organizations,

. A

Undcl;

' .
Ay
o

the

“hic

e

supervised  the
-1 major p'“wvar
amcluding s
~odni listy znd
papers” démise

‘tted themselves

aretic llSU.hl
':nmy) Wi
s liberation,
of the Asso-
rship of Per-



outka, it proved to be onc of the most influential dailies durlng
the postwar period. After the Communist takcover it became the
" official organ of the Union of Writers. |
Communist front_organizations appropriated prmtms., establish-
ments operated by the Germans or their so-called collaborators.
Facilities of Narodni politika, for example, became the property
of the Revolutionary Trade Union Movement, publisher of the
daily Prace (Labor). The former offices and printing plant of the
highly regarded prewar paper Prager Tagblatt, which the Nazis had
turned into the propaganda sheet Der neue Tag, were appropriated
by the Czechoslovak Uniun of Youth, publisher of the daily Mlada
fronta (Young Front).”® ) O
Following the initial rcad_]ustmcm in the nation’s press struc-
wire, h()WQ\ er, the greatest potential for control was made possible
by the shortage of newsprint, which the Ministry’s Burcau of
Publications. was responsible for allocating o cexisting newspaper
concerns and printing plants. “During the périod between May ©
1945 and February 1948, the most effective instrument of control
in the development of our press was the rationing of-newsprint by
“the then Ministry of Information, at the head of which was a
Communist,” 4 journalist later explained. “Thanks to this reality,
the then broad development of the press did, after all, have its
limits.”’'% The Burcau also was cmpowcwd to regulate the num-
ber, size and locau(m of periodic publications, as well as the press
runs of each paper, journal and magazine. Thus, only 10 national |
dailics were allowed to be published, in-Prague, with an additional
18 daily and ‘87 wecekly .political newspapers being issued in_ 5
other mdlor cities, outl\ ing dlSlrlLlS and rural rcglons of the Czech
e s —Linds: A0— - e EE . e i i et e ot e e o
The Ministry dlso operated it: own mtcrna] mformallon service,
a network of 19 information centers throughout the country.
Each was headed by a dircctor und the entire system staffed by 47
permancnt employees plus mowe than 100 “confidants.” 12 Infor- -
mation gathered by the service was channceled to Prague, where it
was reteased. This nctwork provided the Ministry with a- fairly
detailed survey of the entire country, enabling Kopecky and hlS
collcagmcs to keep approprmtc KSC organizations abreast of devel-
opments, thus axdmg, them in their propaganda work and agitation
s activities.
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~_papers, he did not condone licensing as proposcd by ['«.f‘pccl\v

The Czech and Slovak Fress: 1he rurst 100 Years . +2

In Slovakia the situation of the press proved to be less reszric-
tive, primarily because the Commissioner of Publizations was not a
Communist but member of the Slovak Democmatzc Party. This
allowed for L,rcalcr freedom and flexibility in publishing (which
Commumsls called * unrcslmnud and anarchic”?®) as indicated
by the size of newspapers, some as many as 20 pages. In'the Czech
“lands the limit was set at 4 pages. The 187 [)Lrl()dlL publications
issued in Slovakia before February ()1 1948 had a total press run of
less than 500,000 copies.’®™ In comparison, the 10 Praguce dailies
alone had a combined press run of more than 1,800,000. Six
papers following Marxist ideology had a combined circulation of
1,220,000; four non-Marxist dailies circulated. 593,000 copies.!%

Opposition to Kopecky's proposed press law and his revised

“draft for the recorganization of the nation’s press manifested itself .

in an unusually sharp debate in the National Assembly. The
discussion of freedom of expression, the concept of liberalism and
‘the print media’s rol¢ in society reached such an impasse that even
President Benes refused to participate in any further consultations
on the matter. He disagreed with Kopecky on the basic question
of press freedom as defined in the proposed draft. 196 iy retro-
spect, it scems evident that while Benes favored certain limitations
on the press, such as Darring private ownership ol major news-
107
Realizing thut the "Nationa Assembly would not arorove his
recommendations as a package, Kopecky introduceé them in.
piccemez] hmhum so that during fall 1946 the Asscmbl received
the Mini<rer's draft of a faw defining the status ef oZit - - and the
Union « (‘/cdmsl()mk‘]()v" 1s1s (SCSN).

"The ;-.>.cmbly approved tize pew.lawoin May, 194 ata me
Comprchcnsivc press law oo th - country was not ad  ted un:
some months afier the 7 mraunists gained comple  politicud

power in 1948. The 1747 L defined the status o1 cditors as
follows: '

An cditor is an employee of an enterprise or orgamzatlon such-asa nnwspap#r"
or news agency whose full-zime occupation constitutes- mental work for (e
. purposc that ideas expressed -in_ words or in- pictures, “cither his own or those
_of others, are produced in print in the editorial part of the press or throuch

. sound reproduction.

Provisions of thls law are binding on editors both in private and public
cmploymcnt
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The new luw. othe  .ords, recognized editors (o urnalists). only
as those indi duals = oovod nnéer o work contzect, as opposed
w freelance - who, o hng 1o ene Union officlal’s explanation,
were exclug T orrom : mr:m:zcrship because such affiliation,

“os past exporience s sitown, was misused inomany cases for
ptrposes other than journalistic.”™% Thus, all full-time journalists

had to be members of the SCSN and only its members could be

employed by newspapers, periodicals or any governmental depart-

ment or agency dealing with press aff. s,

The law further stipalaed that the right o bea Journalist way
resenved for Crzechoslovak citizens at least 21 years old who bad
not been deleted from the clectoral volls or sentenced according 1o
presidential decrees cosering offenses against the nation’s henor,
i.c., as Nazi criminals, traitors or collaborators. o

Soon after liberatior: a:cleansing commission had been ~izated
by the Syndicate of Crech Journalists (forerminner of the ~USN)
whose task it was to .nvestigate the activities ol Ll journalists
during the oceupauon vears. The ¢ommission incizded “ieveral
persons wh o Led fhance srotective redage 1 the Comumunist Pargy
ittes.”? Such

1 . cover their owit w . 1me colluborai. st ace

individuals deperded - the Party for ther p siuen and could
casily be persnacd v do its bidcing. Actuallv. seven wartime
cditors were sen e 7 1o death rarional urts for their
collaboraticn and - =nd others were given po o~z rms. Another
S journalists w.o - peiled from the jow: lists organization.
The purpose of Co.asIing pmccss'.wu wl only to justly
punish the guilty - ai -+ to account for : wast. Traitors were

expelled from o 1ok of journalists, tie 5t were given the
opportunity o prove i
being journalists - 1 the it rated Republic,” a ¢ rmmunist publicist
luter explained. ~ This w . onc of the most s ificant’provisions:
which simultanc. sly wis to assure the streng 1ening of the pro-
aressive line of © - press.”" M The reference to accounting for the

w1 thev deserved -he .rust and honor of

past’™ can be ek nto roer to sirong anti-Corimunist sentiments
cxpressed by.son: - jourr ists during the interv v period.

e Union o Jourr . ists was constituted s an aut(_;{omous
¢ rporation s .« rly a- March, 1946, with . Czcch and Slovak
- tion headquar: =red it Prague and Bratislava, respectively. Aside
(- m representing and  protecting the ideological and material

- 13



interests of its members in particular and the press: . gencral, the
SCSN was entrusted with these specific tasks:
a) To defend the freedoms guaranteed by the Constitutiv Y
b) To make possible the establishment of a dt.mocr.nm, tree .md reliable ‘
. information [reportorial service;
.. ¢) To assure that members conduct their duties in connection with their
\ " responsibilitizs to the public without interfering witli the freedoms
\ -outlined under letter u}:
d) To maintain re:zords of members and, during arising llsp ates, decide
whether or not conditions under paragraphs 1 and Z [pcr aining to
mem:bers’ rcsponsxblhtus and membership q\._lexc.muns] wave been
complied with. e

The Union’s two sections were united under @ st preme body.
called the Central Union of Czechoslovak Journ. asts, which in
turn was under the supervision of the Ministry of Information to”
the extent of “ensuring that they [the two su;.xons] do not
infringe upon the law or regulations based on it 113 A5 may be
rudlly scen, the Union possessed both regulatory anc disciplinary
powers ovor its members. providing 1t with the desired potential
for mfluer cing the daily life and work of practicang journalists.
Eventually . every professional field was similerly nr(mnmcd 2nd
when the Communist Party came to power was usec in implement-
-ing its plo

The € mmunist-dominated trade union movement also pu. the
non-Communist press at a disadvantage. Virtually overy asp- of
newspape r production, {rom paper mills to editorid! offices, = '

- one way or another influenced by Communist lai>or lL‘ddCJ An
organizce network of workers could apply ““upwaré pressure™ und,
‘at times. actually impose censorship on non-Con:munist pasers.

Upon the Party’s direction, for example, union leaders would
pcrsudch paper mill emplovees to refuse delivery of newsprint to
non-Cor. nunist_publications and_induce printers to cease sciting

b3 1N

“type uni i a given article critical of 'KSC policy or of the S$aviet
Union w. s cither 5p1kcd revised or, if pubhshcd retracted. !

-The reorganization of :he press drew bitter attacks from demo-
‘eraticalls inclined editors, but under the circumstances their pro--
tests were unavailing, Maintenimee of the tenuous accord among
the parties of the National Front had to be assured,.a fact wizch
1ended o restrict press content as did the “sacred cow” topics of
the Sovict Union and its fundarmental institutions, as well as the
internal  two-year cconomic reconstruction” plan  initiated in

v;a
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October, 1546. Al'sb,\Qriticizing the mew provisions was difficult

because Benes géhcrully\l;avorcd them. RMany non-Communist jour-
nalists felt that .maint \mg the Republic’s n'udcpcndence and
ncutraht) rested in the mnds of the President; thus, to criticize

" the new system meant to ()p&usc BuxC> which could only benefit

the Communists. o . .

_The political situation in Crechoslovakia reached the crisis stage
curly in 1948, culminating in President Benes’ resignation and the
ascension’of Gottwald and the CoMmunist Par: ty to total power by
the end of February. The last reipaining hurdles to Kopecky™
effort to transform the press wiong Communist lines werc re-
moved, and the process of reorganization accelerated. As a direct
result, mmy of the traditions, customs and practices dgvcloped by
the nation’s press during the previous 100 years—especially free-
dom of expression—were scrapped, and 2 ndw set of standards and
guidelines was imposed by the Party in an_cffort to mold the
newly established People’s Democracy into a Secralist state.

i
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‘ment 1963-1968, scheduled for publication in 1977.

Postscript :

. SINCE the change in the country’s political
orientation in 1948, the Czechoslovak press has experienced a
turbulent existence. During the first quarter of its second hundred
years, it has encountered disgrace and humiliation as well as
cuphoria. The former is exemplified by the carly 1950s when the
press succumbed to almost total Russification, while the latter
occurred when the nation’s print media (cspecially the cultural

_ press) stood in the vanguard of the reform movement of the 1960s.
" “that culminated in what since has become known-as the phenom-

enon of the Prague Spring.* It was during 'this significant and

“memorable segment of its history, almost a decade ago, that the

Czech and Slovak press regained its freedom for a brief six months

and displayed once again on its pages the spirit of Havlicek and

Stur, a frequently suppressed but enduring trait that has made the
press the nation’s conscience during political and moral uphcaval.

*For a detailed study of this period and the antecedent events see this
author’s Winter Into Soring: The Czechoslovak Press and the Reform Move-

.2
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' mngs of Czech and Slovakjoumahsm) (Praguc: Orbis, 1955), p. 169.

oy
[

. FOOTNOTES o o Y

" 1. Milena Bemnkova, Ceske novmarstz'x narodmho obrozeni (Czech Jour- .
nalism of the National Revival) (Prague Statni pedagogicke nakladatelstvi,
1965) p. 61.

2. Vladimir Klimes, Pocathy ceskeho a slovenskeho novinarstvi (The Begin-

3. Josef Volf, ““Dejiny novin a casopisu: I. Do roku 1848’' (The History of

Newspapers and Perindicals: Part I - Until the Year 1848) in Ceskoslovenska
Vlastiveda, Dil. VII: Pisemnictei (Czechoslovak National Study, Vol. VII:
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