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The United States has long prided itself on being
an amalgam of people of many races and many cultures.
At tlie base of the American credo has been the assumption
that America should somehow.acculturate newcomers, "melt"
them to flow into the mainstream of American culture as

efined primarily by Anglo-Saxon, Protestant, NWorth Euro-

Dy
=ty

pean patterns modified on North American soil. The concern
was E@ make the foreigner "more like us"™ with the obvious
inference that this was the most desirable state of affairs
and anyone not assimilated into it was somehow less of an
American.

This leveling process continued faizly smoothly until
the last decades of the hineﬁeenth cEﬁéuzy_ Before that
time the ethnic background éf‘the majority of ﬁew:amers
to the United States fit the norm, the-vast sparsely-
inhabited areas Stiil alleviated population pressures in
the more concentrated eastern section of the country, and
industrialization had not yet geared to the furious tempo
soon to be characteristic of much of the American scene.
?ntil that time most of the immigrants landing on our
shores came from the North- and West-European culture
~areas; however, from the 1880's on, the flow of newcomers
burgeoned and, more significantly, this new tide included
more and more of the peoples f;ém southern and eastern
Europe, those more distant ﬂgtianly'in geographical location
but in culture and appearance from the previously predom-

inant strain. It was not long ‘before the wave upon wave
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of such "foreign" immigrants had shifted the.proportions
of annual total immigration so that the bulk came from
these new areas--areas inhabited primarily by people of
Slavic origin and Italians. Such groups would be more:
difficult to "melt" into the accepted pattern. It is
little wonder that a growing concern on the part of the
established "assimilated" Americans began to be expressed
in the Eress; on the lecture platform, and’ in the halls
of Congress. Some of the voices raised spoke of the
positive contributions of these newcomers and of what
they could give to the growing republic. But many more,
and more influential, individuals came out in protest
against what they saw as a g:cwing cultural and economic
threat to the established order of things. Thése voices
prevailed and increasingly more restrictive measures were
passed in an aﬁtémgg to forecibly change the tide toward
its former character. However, by then the "damage" had
been done and the nation contained a considerable repre-
sentation of the newer stock.

A flurry of writings on Slavs in the United States
éame forth in the first two decades of the present century.
Many of these were polemic in nature, a reflection of the
cantféversg heard in the country at the time. Even those
which made an attempt at objectivity often were marked by
fragmentary knowledge and understanding of the peoples in-
volved. Since that time, a very few studies of individual

Slavic groups have been made (e.g. Thomas and Znaniecki's -
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The Polish Peasant in Egggge and America) but relatively

little has come to the attention of the American public
at large. The rise in ethnic consciousness in recent
times reemphasizes the need to assess the role that Slavs
have played in the building of our nation.

If the Iack of availablg materials on the Slavs in
the United States presents a problem to those interested
in studying this group, certainly the diversity of the
Slavic peoples, themselves, and their history contribute
to the complexity of the situation.

Slavs are identified as a gréuP specifically on the
basis of language. Slavic languages are assignea to one
language family, a branch of the Iﬁé@égurépean language
stock. Secondly, the Slavic peoples are concentrated
geographically in eastern Europe. The individual Slav's
ﬁcmelanﬂ ﬁay be a mountainous region, a low rolling plain,
or a seacoast. For long periods in their history, espec-
ially in modern times, many of the Slavic peoples were
under the é@litical domination of a non-Slav minority.
Even though they made up the bulk of the population in
their hsﬁglané, their status was generally an unfavored
one. The boundaries of their native states shifted
frequently as the fotunes of the dominant power prospered
or declined; it was not uncommon for a Slav to live under
éevéral such masters in a single lifetime. Of course,
when a Slav emigrated his official entry into the new

country regquired that he be identified. The logical basis



for identification was his citizenship from point of
émig:atiang As a citizen of the Austro-Hungarian Empire
he was often classed as an Austrian or Hungarian at the
point of entry. Certainly the Slavic immigrant was aware
of his cultural identity--he thought of himself as a
Slovene, Croat, Slovak, Czech or Serb, and not as an
Austrian or Hungarian. As a non-Russian Slav from Russian-
administered territory, he was sure that he was a Pole or
Ukrainian or Slovak; he had a long cultural history and
a language different from that of the overlord to prove it.
For those Slavic gréups-which had not had an independent
state in the past or whose inéépendgnée had existed for
a very limited period of time, identification with his
sub-group was no less strong than that of more powerful
Slavic neighbors. Those who came from bérderlénd areas,
eéspecially where the Russian Empire met the Austro-Hungarian -
realm, were tagged with a special problem. The multiplicity
of terms for such groups was startling: were they Ruthenians,
Rﬁsinaksf Russians, Galicians, Malo-Russians, Ukrainians or
Slovaks? One cannot completely fault the harried immigra-
ﬁign clerk who processed the newcomers for a lack of con=-
sistency in classifying them.

VNQr were these newcoirers easily identifiable in terms
of physical appearance or religious éffiliatigni ’Physica%&y,
they ranged from typically tall, swarthy South Slavs to |
él@nde, blue-eyed Poles. Although the bulk of the Slavic

immigrants were Roman Catholic, a significant number adhered
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to Eastern Orthodoxy and there were clusters. of Protestants
and some Moslems. Some immigration data includes Jews as
part of the Slavic immigration since large numbers came

from Poland and Rus;ia; other statistics identify them
separately. But like a mosaic whose individual elements

can be analyzed, only the composite of all these pa:ﬁs»makes
a wholg picture. |

E@é}y Slavic Immigration’

By far the bulk of the Slavs who came to the United
States arrived between the 1880's and the 1920's attracted
primarily by the ecanamic opportunities available in the
Eéw World, but these were not the firét to arrive on North
American shores. 1Indeed, Slavic migration in lesser num=':
bers began in the:earliest years of our country's history.

These early Slavic immigrants were attfacted to America

for a diversity of reasons: some came because of religious

i ]

canviéti;nsﬁgeither to escape religious oppression or to
engage in missionary activity; others sought to escape mil-
of their technical skills, those who were moved by political

idealism, and those who were motivated primarily by a search

"or excitement and adventure. For most, a combination of
these motives had uprooted them from their native soil. All
must hav2 been-moved by a spirit of enterprise to take off
into the strange, unknown distance.

A full account of the participation and contributions
of Slavs in American Colonial and pre-Colonial life is yet

to be assembled. 7



There is speculatiom, well-reasoned in several in-
stances, that Slavs from one area or another of eastern
Europe had come to these shores during the earliest period
of our nation's history. Colonial records show a sprinkling
of obviously Slavic names. Some of these individuals r@gé

to considerable prominence, others were destined to make

"their mark in less noteworthy ways. Some individuals contend

that during the early period of European colonization of the
North American continent the crews of ships that touched this

area, including those of Christopher Columbus, must have con-

‘tained seamen of Slavié-arigin- Most probably, these would.

be men from the thriving area of the Dalmatian Coast where
the city of Ragusa (Spliﬁ)_was an established center renowned

for its shipbuilding and the nautical prowess of its seafaring

~ population. It is also reasonable to believe that ghips from

that area may well have sailed to pé:ts of the new land.

There are even those supporters who propose that shigwrecked

_Ragusan sailors had intermingled with Inﬂiansualéﬁg'ﬁhe

séutheastern seabord, -were invglveéfin tﬁe second Roanoke
settlement, the "Lost Qalény"; and that thé word Croatan
(the Indian tribe) is a corruption of ;;ééﬁiaﬁ;

Probably the first naturalized American was a Czech,
guguétine.ﬂermann. who reached- New Aﬁsterdam in 1633 and

As a reward for his services

received "denization" in 1664%

in settling a boundary dispute between the Dgtéh colony and

r Maryland during which he mapped, for the first time, the

territories of Maryland and Virginia with passable accuracy,
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Hermann was given a 20,000 acre estate on Maryland's

east shore peninsula. He is also credited with intro-

ducing tobacco culture into northern Virginia. One of

his grandsons was a signer of the U.S. Constitution.
Another. Czech settler of distinction was Frederick

Philipse who eétablisheé himself as a prosperous merchant

in the Dutch colony. One of his descendants, Mary Philipse,

is reported to have had a romance with George Washington,

then a young army officer. During the War of Independence

the Philipse family sided with the British Crown and their

" ‘estate of some 156,000 acres in Westchester County was

seized and sold atxaugtién and the Eaﬁily was forced to
flee to England. Today the Philipsekﬁansicn is a histor-
ical site of New York staté_l ‘

During the sixteenth and seventeenth cenﬁuries; Poland
had many commercial and cultural ties with various of the
other European powers of the time, including Holland, with
Amsterdam an important haven for Polish religigﬁé_anﬁ polit- "~
ical dissenters. The Governor of New Amsterdam and the
Polish government were in direct contact and Poles of various
érafessicns emigrated to the new Dgtch colony; among the
early settlers of nascent New York can be counted Poles who
were-active as military men, teachers and physicians. Poles

did not confine themselves to the Dutch colony for they

- settled in the Delaware Valley as early as 1650, came into

Pennsylvania and Virginia during the next hundred years;

their names are found in the annals of backwoods explératicn, 



as fighters in the French and Indian Wars, and in the
general history of tle area.

The London Company which financed the Jamestown
Colony in Virginia was anxious to recruit industrious
éﬁé'éoaﬁfea:ing settlers for its new endeavor but the
original group of 104 settlers included only 12 laborers -
and skilled workmen, the remainder were listed as "gentle-
men", whose main occupation in the New World appears to
have been searching for gold. In the following gear'
(1608) , a ship bringing supplies and new emigrants to
‘the -colony included in its complement of passehge:s a
group of Poles, who immediately set about making their
new abode habitable. They founded the first glass factory,
a tar distillery and soap establishments in thé colony and
the products from these enterprises were among the first

cargo exports from Jamestown. Within a few years, fifty

more Poles joined the initial gréup} Not being of English
descent, they were not enfranchised by the first Virginia
Assembly convened in July‘lélgi When they refused to work
unless such rights were granted them, the Assembly capitu-
iatea and they were given the same voting privileges as
~ the English SEttléfS-z_ |

VWiéely known contributions of Slavs to early American
history are the ex?léits of various Poles who came to the
Colonies' aid during the War for In&ependénéé- Even a
fleeting history of that conflict cannot dismiss the ﬂaﬁes
of Generals Thaddeus Kosciuszko and Casimir Pulaéki from
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the list of important officers in the Colonial Army.
Although more 515t}5guisheé than‘theif fellow countrymen,
they were hét alone, for records show the names of other
Poles who participated in the struggle for separation from
the British Crown. |

In the following period, Polish iﬁmigrantsf although
as yet not in great ﬁumbers, continued to arrive in the new
nation, spurred into=transfe:ring from their hémélané by
political and military events there. 1In 1817, Congress

granted 92,000 acres of land in Alabama to French and Polish

- exiles of the Napoleonic Wars "for the culture of vine and

olive". gAnother group of Polish and ?renéh veterans, four

hundred strong (including é few f:cmﬁélabama) and armed,

in 1818 set up the military colony of cﬁamg=d'Asilé west of

Galveston in TEEEE;S ‘
As a result of the defeat of the Polish uprising of 1830

by Russia, a significant influx of educated talented PDllt*

igallyﬁsensative Poles came to the United States. Their

numbers were not large, but they made their presence felt

and contributed in many areas of the intellcctual life of

young America. Many ofthem taught in schools of all levels

or were tutors in the homes of prominent American families

and some even founded private schools. Trained military

men of faféign descent were a component of consequence in

the Amefican army during the Mexican wars, for the Commander-

in-Chief of the Mexican Army, on April 2, 1846, appealed to

éermans; French, Poles and individuals of other nations”
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to leave the American army and enlist under the Mexican
hanher.é |

Confirmation of the valor of the Polish soldier is féund
in the pages of the history of the Civil War. Many of them
rose to considerable rank in both-the Union and Confederate
armies;

Religious reasons were a not inconsiderable factor in
aftfagting Slavs to America. The names Df,inﬂiviéuai Slavs
are found among those of early missionaries in various parts
of the country. Alth@ugh their main concern was propogation
of their faith, thev also made major contributions éutéiéé
of the purely religious sphere. Their number includes a

Croatian Jesuit, Baron Ivan Taraj, who died in New Mexico

to Mexico in 1730, worked in California as a missionary and
produced the first known geographical map of Lower California.
In the 1790's a young Russian nobleman, ?rince_Dmiﬁﬁi Galitsiﬁ,'
who called himself Augustine Smith, came ﬁétBaltimQ;é{ égﬁf(;
verted to Roman Catholicism, was ordained the first Catholic,
priest in America and served as a missionary in Maryland and
éennsylvaﬂia_ |

First and foremost among Slovene missionaries who were
eséeéially active in the Upper Great Lakes region was Fre-
deric Baraga. Baraga, of a well-to-do family, dedicated hié
iife not only to religious endeavor in the New World but
aisa to improving the lot of the Indians among whom he worked.
Baraga, who came to the U.S. as a missionary to the~Djibwag‘
fndians early .in the 1830's, did not share the prevalent




'fané 1mpraved méthads Gf agrléulture. He cgnductedva

4

'”7f2v1ggrgu5 campa;gn in hls natlve lané ta talse

';countrymen ta expand missignary acthlty 1n the newﬁcéuntzy;g 1
>:Néw m;3515narles nét iny :ame but femalned tc rlse .in the B
. chugch h;éra:chy.v Ba:aga s name llvés on: in placevnaﬁes ':
}_iﬁfthe area 1n wh;ch he warked (Baraga Qaunty, Mlnnes ta 7
vBézéga 1ch;gan) ‘A s;gnlflcant manument to Frederlc
anfaga s GDﬂt:lbutLDﬂ to the cultural h;stary Qf our .
giuntry is hls lebway gramma:?r,ﬁe flESt and stlll a
significant desgriptian,gf,that'language.;1}
A more écnéiderablé exodus of élé?é.éaﬁé;tg'thééé

shores tQ»ESEaPéxréligiéus oppression. »ihe]Réfagﬁatiad-:
' af the seventeenth géntury haa won cgnve:ts in'sis§ic'
Véreas, espe:;ally amang the Czechs, Slavaks, Slgvenes

and Créatlans.‘ With thé 1m§lementatlén cf ant; Ref@rma—
'ticnéméasu:és, these ccnve:ts tD Prétestant;sm wese fcr:eé

“to- flee their hcmelands,‘mav1ng fl:st to areas -of EUIDPE

;mcze favcrably 1ncl;ned tcwa;d ﬁan Raman CatthlEs ‘and *v -x{

later,~1n large graupsp Ea,Amerlcai’ An especlaliy fertile

;fftg nd for g@ﬁvers had been-: amgng Slavenes and Crcatlans-
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: Many af these people and thase whg were flea1ng thE‘
rl,aftermath of falled peasant zevalts in thélf hcme areas

_,méveé‘flrstvtc Prqss;a. Then, 1n,1734; a group @f'the;z’

 §§scén§ents emigrated to Geargia in a search for freedom.
: - \ L o o , |

of worship and economic well%béing-f They settled at a

spct near the Savannah River which they named Ebenézér.

ngever, the area was 1nac23531b1e and unhealthful so they

._;,:-

scén mcved to a better 1acat1gn whigh théy namea New Eben—
eée:, where they lnt:éau:ed E;ltlvatan Qf the sllkwarm
~which had been the famlly 1ndu5tfy even befcze leav1ng
~-the Slavlﬁ:lanésa, By 1752 their number reachea 1,500. .
Although New Ebenezer suffered EEEIQQE setbacks durlng
thé REVQlEtlDD, it continued to EuslVE untll the ClVll .
War when the cglany was. ﬂestgoyed by General EhEEman 5
farces in- 1864.) Taday. Qroatian ané Slévenlan names on
tcmbstgnes in the Dld cemetery are all that remains. Gf
'the once thr1v1ng cammunlty. »

A more 1ast1ng ;mpact in our hlstary was made by
_rélig;guslem;gggs who camg originally from Czech lands.

In the seVenteéntE ééﬁtﬂﬁf-éll'ﬁQﬂ%Gatthigs were banned
bfrquwesternlézegh (B@hemiéﬁ)faréési Most of thpse EEQ%
tesﬁants éh@ did not pérish migfateﬂ}  Aangfthese feligﬂ"
| 'iaus;refugeés were adherents of the faith called the | |
1MQravian Brothers (Herrnhuters) who moved first to Germanf,
then, together with German converts to the Mc;aviaﬁ Church,
sailed té America to settle mainly in Geafgia;-ﬁczth Caro=

lina and Pennsylvania. 1In 1741, in the latter colony,
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';:they fgunaeé the city of Bethlehem Wthh became the;r

- chief center. Other exclu51ve Mgzav;an villages were
founded in Pennsylvania, as wallVas was the town: of Saleﬁ;->
North Carolina, after the maﬂei cf Moravian éémmunlﬁiés 1n1
,Germany, ‘England and Hcllandi, The ;ndustrlcus Herrnhutéfs
vfelt that educatlén was’ 1mpgztant not Dnly for the male
adherents to their rellgicn but f@r all. Tn 1749 théy
founded the second gl:ls baarding échgal in the Uﬂlted
States;amithey were améng the flrst graups 1ﬁt?IESted in
~ education fqr_thevNeg;a.r Mcrav1an m1551anarles rangeé
" beyond the eastezﬁ stateé,; Fram l;ggrta 1772, one of thelr i
'numbé:f Mattheﬁ Stach, conducted missicna:y work am@ng'the |
Greenland Eskimos. | o

t 'An absorbing chaptéz in the hlStDrj Df the blavs én
the North Amerlcan gcnt;nent begins in the re;gn of PétﬁE
the Great of Russla; in the first. quart%r of thé elghteenth
century. ?ete;; aiways fascinated with the sea, cémmiss;aned

Cagﬁain Vitus Bering, a Dane serving in thé RuSSian Navy,7

cf Amerlca 1y1ng off Siberia. Althaugh Peter died before
‘Berlng S group gﬂt under way, his successor, Catherlne T,
continued support and in 1728 Bering's first voyage ended
in success. A second expeéitién in the 1740's blazéé,the
way for inﬁzepid wanderers ranging from saldiersﬂaf f@rtﬁﬁe
ta thhédax prlésts to go to the Aleutians and Alaska. In
the fallaw1ng décaﬂes the Russians not only establ;shed
mllltary and trading posts, towns ané agrlcultural EDIEHIES

‘1n that area but moved dawn the écast into narthern Qal;férnla.
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While California and the rest of the Eécific,céast were.
still very little known in the-géttledaeaétefn part of

the United’States{ established Ruésian cclanies_wéﬁe}
épegéting on the west coast of the continent. The center,

a spot named Fort Ross, was founded in 1812. The Russian

colony existed until it was sold to. Johann Augustus Sutter oy
in 1841. mhe Alaskan territory was. run by a seml—aﬁf1c131 |
Russlan tradlng corporation until the territary was sald

to the United States in 1867. 'Durlng that period of time

not only was trade féstefea:but churches and éthér Ruséian‘
cultural institutions accompanied c@ﬁ&éﬁéiéi;agé miiiéarg ,

cadres into the=éreai-
hlneteenth century SIEVLE lmm;gfatlan PIECéﬂlﬁg the:

"Great Wave“ which began in the 1880's is mafked by in-~
creas;ng economic contributions of the Va:léus gréﬁps in--
vclved‘ Dalmatlan (Crﬁatlan) shlps regula:ly Ealléd tc

' these shores b:lnglng gaaés and pasaengé:si' A favc:;te
port of call was the city of New Drleans and not all ﬁf_
the sailors who af:1veé there left. Many-settléa-dgwn_tab
engage 'in fishing and canning ;ndustrlés. aSng'tEé'éyétez
1ndust§y of that area came to be dﬂmlnated by such Slav1c
settlers and their descendants. The adventu:gus Dalmatlans
ElSS-Sailed!tQ Qalif@;nia where the climate and’ tég@grayhy»

’réﬁinaea them of their homeland. Here, they also establisheﬂ
a flourishing fishing and canning industry and began EQ
‘engage in*gh;pﬁu;lélng! They formed cooperatives and ex-

panded their endeavors up along the Pacific Coast to Puget

e




Sound and on northward to British Columbia and Alaska.
Not only the seafaring element léft its mark én'the state

of California and its economy, for a significant part of

Ehe gucaess of the fruit-growing activity of that state
:eceivédvits'stazt from Dalmatian gr@we:s whc'apgliéd the
'knéwlédge-aﬁé exper ience of theiffhéﬁélagavta £ﬁe new
terriﬁaﬁyi The'Start of the a??le inéﬁstrybgf’northern
california iS"attEibdteé~E§-a*Délmatian immigrant named
Mark Rubasa who went into buéiheséfin the téwﬁ'éf Wéﬁsgn—
3511123 special Dalmatian plums, grapes, figs and é?riéatsé
. were intrééueed inté-thé,ééficultﬁféinattéfﬁé éf ﬁhé»aréa o
and éévei@peé further in the new,envié@nmenﬁi
An impértant service was ﬁr@viaéd to hémesteéders and

farmers by the itinerant peddler who travéled thﬁ@uéh the
countryside with his important store of wares. In the
Miéﬂlé Wést, especially, a number Df_thesé merchaﬁﬁé were
Croats and'SLQveﬁeS who had carried on their'ﬁzaée earlier
at home. Sevéral,-thréugh shrewd invéstménﬁ,'espécially'

in real estate in the Ehlcagc area, were able ta amass
assets to establish them as individuals of slgnlflcant
economic importance. ; _

While the United States was still expanding westward

téné iané was éheap, ércups of Sia#s‘arri&eé whése main in=

terest was ;n faund;ng agflcultural EDlQﬂlES undér these.

favcrable conditions. -Slévene sett 1 Establlshed farms
‘with the chlef center in Bzéckway, Minnesata (1866) Many

_Czechs, fleelng the aftermath of the revalutlsns cf 1848-

in the Austrlan Empiré, paured 1ntc Ameriéa in the fslléw1ng




two decaéeé where they homesteaded the free land in the
éxganﬂing West. (A stirring literary work devoted to
such settlers is Willa Cather's novel My Antonia. ) ihv
the period 1850-1868, over QB,EDO emigrants left Echemla
with the United States attracting.many of them. The first
.Ciech farming communities weré»estsbligheé,in Wisconsin
with some of the early settlers there moving on to more
western States.s o

In the ﬁid—ﬁineteenth century it was.nétAjust‘a‘
matter of chanaé that Slavic settlers clustEEea in éne or
+ .the other section of the country, for tthe was a. Vlgér@ds

program of recruitment and camggign"by regresentat;ves,af

' these areas of the United States_ﬁhavadvEEtiSES and even
sent representatives and agénts'ta‘the eégterﬁ pérEsvcf

the country and to Cent:al Eur@pe té rec:u;t and enrgurage
migféticnﬂtg'their locales. - For examgle, ‘a. systemat;c
'prD=Texas campaign "influenced not only Slavic: graups but
German pl@neezs as well to go to the s@uth (1844; New Bragn%
fels, Texas). It was in Texas that the!fi:Sticéﬁéiéeféble4; 
Polish settlement was to be madé in Américaif-ln“185§, a |

group of some 800 PGllEh 1mm;grants, unéer the leadershlp

of Father Leopold Méczygemba, a Franglscaﬁ mank élsembarked': j;g

at the port of Galveston, with their hgusehg;ﬂ and farmlng
goods they trekked iﬁland to found a:calény at a place |
they named Panna Maria, where the;firét'%glish-chuzch in
Amer ica was erected in 1854. ~From there the Péles spread

out to various other locations in Texas until, in 1906,
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the ?aliSh»prulati@n;@f Texas was estimated.at between
16,000 aﬁdgl?,DDG Qer59n5_5' In the late 1850's an agricul-
tﬁralnsettiémenﬁ of Poles was establishea in Wisé@ﬁéin and
Poles soon spread to other sections, including u:ban settle-
ments, ih:that state. It was in this period that théir
'_first settlement in Hichigan. near'Detréit, came into being.
1854 saw also the eséabiishméﬁﬁ'a% thegfirst-cgeéh*Caﬁhalicv
‘church in St. Louis. .

The question Gf'ethnic identity and greseréatiéﬁxcf - “““""f“fti
cammuﬁity was felt ﬁecgssa;y:éa in:Dg;embe:»;S§5fJang§:y k
1866 a Slavic Cénéfess mét,in Eh;caga;ta discuss ﬁaysvana
meaﬁs fé::argéniéiné ethnic settleménﬁs iﬁ'gutlyiﬁg'aséas! 
including one prépésal for en masse mig:atian to Dgegcn.'
Althgugh_néfééfinitébactién was taken as a,résﬁlt of this
meeting, éther efforts (mainly unsucceésful) regécﬁrréd~ |
along these llﬁéS‘ ;t one tlme the Slcvaks mounted a cam-

.‘Ealgn to divert m;ners and m111w§r§ers, ES?EELEllY from
; eastern centers, to a Slavak enclave in Arkansas; .in 1876
‘an é:ganigaticﬁ pushed for encouragement éf Slavic settle-
ments in warmer climates, mainly‘Tegas;;Afiana aﬁdvéalisf'
‘fornia. | |
" Successful agricultural settlements by_Slavsrin the -
ﬁiﬁeéeenth century were those established by various religicus.
! groups, %Spé:ially sects fleeing feligicds discrimination in
Europe. Most of these céme githeﬁlfram the Czechoslovak
area or from Russia. An important proportion of such agrie

- cultural settlers in America were the Mennonites from Russia.
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In the eighteenth century German Mennéniteé-fleé their
homeland to the asylum offered in Russia. In 1763 Catherine
II of Russia issued an edict providing such German colonists
special privileges in Russia: freedom of belief, rélease
from military obligations, local autonomy and‘:emissicn of

taxation for thirty years. Thousands of Mennonites came to.

-settle, especially along the Volga and Don Rivers. However,

in 1870, during the reign of Alexander I1I, release from the

_leigatian to serve in the military was abrogated. Despite
the pleas of Mennonite delegations, the Tsar and his suc-

‘cessor stood fast by this decision. Other Protestant sects

in Russia and those who had b;@ken-féém~thefestablish§d
Orthodox Church in the se&énteenth centﬁgy, wh@ge'beliefs
forbade them from taking up aﬁms, él3@ were inéluded as now
eligible f@r.milita:y service. ér@ﬁpé:éfmthééé,ﬂi55entéfs
left for other Pa:t;vaf the world and the ag:iculﬁﬁtal’< |
possibilities and the relatiﬁely greater religious freedom
in the growing Uniteé:States éttracteé mény éf them. Unlike

most of the earlier Sldavic settlers and thése,WhQHWéfé to

come during the industrial boom, they éﬁigrétej collectively

and departures were more organized. The Mennonites and other
Protestant groups who had é@srelig;anists alteééy’iﬁrzme:iéa
écntécted Ehem for information cn.what'they could expect in
the new land. Others frequently sent'cqt'sééuting pafties

from their memberwhip which then ré?qrteé back to the group

before the decision to leave was made. Considerable settle-

ments were made in the western parts of Canada and the
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~United States: Kansas, the Dakctas, Nebraskap Minnesota.

"The_ Great Wave“

"By ‘the second half of the nlneteenth century ;mm;s
.grants from various parts Df-the Slav1c wgrlﬁ were no
lDﬂééf a fézity aﬁd as we have seen, were maklng solid
.,cgntzlbutlgns, perhaps unheraléed at the tlme, t@ﬁmany
aspects ﬁf life in the United States. Hawever, their
anumbe:s were -still. rather. 1n51gn;flcant in- cgmparisén to -
the swell that bagan in the 1880 s and ebbed and flcwed
untll appgcximately 1920.

Acccrdlng ‘to official éensgsvfigﬁféé;iiﬁ'lééd-theﬁe'
were 2,210,839'féreignébérn.in the UﬁitédVS£ates and by
1860 this number had increased to well over four ﬁillian;
listed for some fourteen countries of birth ahd an "Other
Countries” catégéry! Of the féurteen;’aﬁiy China, Mexico
and Italy, all with insignificant gércentages éf the total,

are not northwest European areas. The "Other Countries"

(which included Slavs) was a mere 1.7% of the total fa:eign=-

born population in 1850 and less than 1.5% of the total in
1860. Of the 789,000 immigrants who arrived in the United
States in 1882, over 563,000 were from narfhern,éna western
Europe and almost SS,DGO from southern and eastern Eurége;'

Ih 1385 afrivals dropped t9'334,000+ and for the féll@wing

The 51gn1flcant ahange was not in the numbers but in the
chara:tez of the  tide.

In 1888, 72.6% of the immigrants éame from northern
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| frgm the south and east af Eu:ape and 17. 8% fram the ngrth .

and western Eurcpe and 25 B% ffcm the sguthern and easte:n

parts.. By 1892, 51 9% were f:sm thé narth and west and

46.6% f:ém the sguth and east. In 1896, fa: the: f;rst tlme,

the sauthezn and eastern immigrants exceeded thgse Eram

northern and western European ;Gugtr;es. By lSDl, sauthern :

and eastern'Eurcpe'achunteﬂ for 73.6% of the total immi-

gration with the 23i7%-minefity from the ngrthwesE‘Euraééan' 

*{areaaf<Frémw1905»t©41914wthéﬁﬁumbe:‘éfmimmigfaﬁts éften!\;%;;;.?;w

excéeéed éne mllllén anﬂ did nnt fall belaw 75@;00@ annually.; ‘

In 1914, 1,218, 480 newcemers arr;veﬂ w1th 75. l% Qf th31r

.;numbe: cgmlng from sauthérﬁ ana eastérn Eu:ape and anly

fl3 6% stemmlng from the narthegn and westezn afeas.; War in -
_Eurcpe. of course, shut fo’the fléw of 1mm;grants;  Hgﬁevef,'ff5
in 1920 a new wave of 1mm1gratlan f:am Eurape began, in that f?iff

,_year ‘a tatal of séme 430, DDO 1mmlgrants arrlved cn thesej

shores. Of thé Eurapean 1mm1grat19n far that year, 37 7% L
came from southern:and eastern Europe and 20. 7% E:Dm narthe:n;'

and western. The remainder af’immigrants camé mostly from

other countries Gf North and Sguth Amerlca. ’lQZI'Saw Qver h

EOS 000 ;mmlgrants arrive in the Unlted States w;th 54 7%

and west.7
~Such an influx of primarilyaRaméﬁ Cathalié<sguthéfﬁ

and east European "migfants'raiseé alafﬁ'iﬁ thé céﬁntry,r

'dam;natea as it was by AnglésSaxgn Protestant cast cf the

Pawer system. DESpltE the continuing 1naustr;al éxpan51cn,>

- the growing numbers of such fareignFELEménts was viewed
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‘w1th apprehenslén by many "nat;ve Amerlcans. ffee hcmEE -
steads 1n the west were gn the de:llne, cltles were bécgmlng
more ané mcré crawdedr the_“gtherness“ gf the newccmers'was

a fccus fa: the prégudiced.- Camplalntg Gf unfalr §Qm§et1tlcn*ff

,1n wa;k, and Gther réal or 1mag;neé 11ls weze attrlbuted tg -1; ?1_5

'the 1nflux malnly Df sguthérn and éastern Eufcpean 1mmlgrantsiii“

and over the years leglslatars resPDnded by 93551ng 1ncréas—
mlngly réstrlctlve ;mmlgratlén measureg a;med espec1ally at S
this elémenti_ A number of attémpt, to :equlre a. llte:acy

test were defeated unt;l 1517 when Ccng:e,s pa Eed a law

excludlng, Wlth ceztaln éxééptl@ﬁ&; alléns DVEfmrlxteen yea”

of age who were lllite:ate., More rigaraus leglslatlan came‘;'”
in ﬁhé 192@'55 A series of laws wese enacted whlch establlshed
a Qina system very deflnltely dlscrlmlnatary 1n favér Gf

' lmmlgrants from the ngrthern and western Eurcgean cauntr;es.,r
A quota of appréxlmately 150,000 1mmlgrants fram Eura@e was !
allotted, with abcut'léé 000 allowed fram the narthern and
western countries ané‘appféximately 24,DDD frgm;thgse in the'
south and east. o B

f

The néw festfiétiéns ﬁggfgkly'influencéd the numbers
_but alsa the character Df 1mmlgrat1@n fram 1ts férmerly
p:ééamlnant Slavic and Italldﬂ c@mpsgltlcn., theraéy réqﬁlré;.x
ments which favored a hlgher eéucatlénal level af thé ;n—'
coming far31gner showed an QEEQEEthnal prsfile cf 1mm1g:an s;-if,‘*
w1th less and*less of the unskilled. warkers whg haﬁ dcmlnated

the pzev;éuswwave_ Not only were new&omérs affecteﬂ but

tthe alresay in the cgunt:y whé m;ght have Griglnally 1ﬁ—

fténdeé iny a tempétary Etay w1th the pésslblllty cf returnlngﬂ
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to their Eurgpean h@mes. * The accautremeﬁts of a Péfmanent
settling rose 51gn1f1can;1 4@5'skills were iéised, éstab—
llshed immigrants began to ace umulate prépezty ané to go
~into business, more interest was shown in learning ‘the
English language, and the numbers taking out D.S.‘citizéna
.ship showed dramatic increése.s

»The reasons for this massive influx of immigraﬁts from
south and éastern>Eu§ng?iay in conditions on both sides of
the Atlantic. The United Stétez was undezg@ing é'gerioé of
7”rap1d 1ndu5trlal expan51cn whlch requ;zed increased man-
. power .for the labor force. The nascent labor méveméntvwas
beginniﬁg_ﬁé pressure for better wdrking cénditiéns*ana-
higher wages. By tapping the supply of Eurcpeaﬁs the aneﬁs
had a source of strong, willing workers who, at least ini-
tially, were not likely‘ta identify with the unions, would
work lang'héurs, often at a lower rate of Pay»than}ﬁﬁatiQé"
Amer icans were willing to accept. -

A number of factors in Europe were pushing the south-

eastern peasant out of his home into gthe: parts of Eutége

\m

and America as well as to the United States. :It is true
that some of the lmmlgiants Llsted escape frgm pélltlcal
pressure or military lelgatlcn as the reason for the;sf
Vdggafturegbut‘thé eéangmic f?cté: was pervasive. As the =
second half of the nineteenth century'aévaﬁéeé}’§:éééu§es.
on the European peasant pcpulatigﬁfﬁéfghﬁéuntingi the
rising neea for more ggve:nment revenues meant 1ncreased

taxat;én, while the increase of papulatlan in ather areas




éf.Eurage had stabilized, it was burgééning“infﬁhé Slavic’

ianﬂs; eSpecially in rural'éééas; meagre landhaldlngs}-

were. becoming more fractlaned- the ecan@m;es Gf cheriwﬂA;%;fL: .
parts of Eurape gauld not absarb such large numbers Qf

the labor force, neither on a tempararyAnD: on a Pe:manent;g_

ba

\M

S

So the haré—Preéseé peasaét-ﬁcﬁgd_his éights ﬁé_faré

of f 1ahdé}[ Althbugh€thé distance waS”greaﬁér;“inﬂiééﬁiéns”if,
are that the 1ndlv1dual who left h;s hcmeland had in- mind
Aéhggmgggngwmpygfm Thé peasant was déep;y attacheé té hlS
haﬁe and tﬁé soil, and ‘the idea of a temporary alslacatian
was in keeping with a common Eu;éPean‘éattérnj@%imiéﬁaﬁéry
or seasonal work, still in practice today. ’GEﬂézaliy; the
Slavic emigre did not liquidate any property and holéiﬁgs
he might have in thebhcme cédntfy- Nérmalli-iﬁ wés the |

male méﬁbé:s Df the Scciety who left. But éﬁeﬁ more telling 1
are the figures for emigration back to the homeland of the |
- south and eastern immigrant. Emigration gtatisticS werefﬁQE'
kept before 19@7; but data fér the yea:sfféllswing show a
far greater proportion of fﬁgw“ ;mmlgrants (thase from south
énd east Eufépe) leaving the Unltéd States than that of" “old"
immigrants (from north and west Eur@ge); In 1907, 77.3%
of the "new" immigration and only 22.7% of the "old" iﬁmiﬁ' 
gzati@n left Eufape{ while those who;left tﬁe-Uniﬁea Staﬁes*~=
were 8.9% of Ehe "o0ld" and Elil%'éf the "new" immigration.
Aithéugh giguﬁes for succeeding years are nqt,quitélas
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Unitéd States by southern and eastern Europeans is

‘extreme, a pattern of high emigration rate f;ém'the,

evident. In the period from 19@8'té 19331 naffh’éné

west Europe c@ntr;buted 37.2% Df the 1mmigrants té the

" U.S. and south and east Eu:cpg pfav;ﬂed 43%. of the

cotal leav1ng the Unlted States, 17.4% were of ncrthern_ 

and Westéfn Eurcpean czigln wh;le 64 9% of southe:n and

"eastern European background departeéa_ A balance sheet

shows a gain of 84.9% for northern and western Eur@peang

and cnly 47 9% Ea: those from eastern and sauthe:n t‘m:c}pe.-9

The slawdawn in 1mm;g§atlan from the Slav1c c@untries
cannat ‘be attr;butea to the réstrlctlans placed ‘on: the o

number and educatlanal qual;f;catlans Gf ;ncamlng farelgnérs

aléﬁ%. “The past—W@rld War I perlad whlch saw the dlssclué 'T wH
tion of the alé Aust:a Hungar;an Emplre and. the establish=] i’““
vrment of various 1ndepen§ent Slav;c natigns (Zugcslav1a;}f.
A Czechcslcvakla) prév1ded more favarable leltléal canaltlanS“*;fi
VtQ encéuragg Slavs to remain in thelr hgmeland.f The néga—;f
 t1ve effect éf the ecan@mlc depresslén of the 193@‘5 1n »
'j%thé U.S!‘alsc actéd as'a str@ngfdeterzant t@ thase_whc ;v 

_mlght have thought éf maklng thelr fertune here.r:iﬁfwasf-

plaln that m;gratlcn Gf the prapart;gﬁs ‘seen’ 1n the fcur,
decades sganning the turn of the century wculd not be -
matched.:

What was the-social pattern of immigration during the

"Great Wave"? Although there were some families which came

from their homeland as a unit,. by far the bulk of the




~ jmmigrants during this PEElGﬂ were menessamé we§e single.

 others, though marr ied. left th31: w1ves and children

- America. When one - member of a ‘family or gf a- CEEtalﬁ_

behind. This was malnly a peasant exodus. Slnce,'iﬁ'
éeasént society. ﬁtaéltlcnally the eldest son assamei-the
head -of - héusehgld Statﬁs ‘from his Eatheg and was abllgatéd
tc take care of elderly parents untll th31r death, ‘very

often it was one of the YGBHQPE sgns whé flzst left EQE

village got settled in the new. envlzénment. he wrote for

others of the famlly or of - the v1llage to Eallaw him.

"Reparts Df 1ife in the New grla as telatea by a relative

or fellaw=v1llager carried GIEéEnCEg 7

Most Qf this new lébéf'fchEviaithfglly recognized
its obligatign to help those ‘who remained at home and a
steady stream éf zemittances began té flaw back into the
ﬁémélana!' Some who came to the new country fulflllea their
lntent of acéumulatlng a nestegg and feturning home; others
who returned were nat as fortunate for théiﬁ Health had
been Eraken by the 1nten51ve work and pcar llVlng and
wc:king'canéiti@ng in the wland of éppgrtunlty There
were immigrants who D;iginallf had come for a temporary stay'

but dec;ﬂed to remain. They sent for their gamilies or for

a bride from the h@me region, OC marr ied someone they met
in Amerlca, p:eferably a waman cf thélr an~natianalityi
Althcugh Earmlng had been hls maln gccupatlan at home;,

the Slav;c newcomer usually dida n@t puzsue this wﬂtk in

" America. It was a rare 1mm1g:ant. ;ndeed. who arzlved here




with enough capital to buy even the cheépest land available.
In addition, hiring out to a farmer at low wages was not
the way to accumulate one's "fortune" for a qguick return
home. A very important factor influencing the place of
Séttiement was, of course, thg'availabilitj of employment,
but d& not insignificant attraction was the presence of one's
own Einﬂ- Away from his family, the village and a way of
life he knew and undeérstood, set down in a foreign sea where
could not communicate, the newcomer sought out his fellow-
countrymen. He relied on the experience of those who had
come before him to help in finding employment and a place
to live, to provide a familiar small island of his culture
in the alien world around him. So the Slav was drawn
mainly to the mining and industrial centers--Pennsylvania,
West Virginia and on into Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, ﬁpper
Michigan, Minnesota, Colorado. If he was not to find work
in the mines, then there were the irgn and steel plants and
other heavy indusﬁry in Pittsburgh, Bethlehem, Wheeling,
Cleveland, Dbetroit, Chicago, where his capacity for long
hours of back-breaking labor, often under hazardous working
conditions at the minimal pay possible, recommended him to
the owners aﬁé the bosses.

Thus the tide of newcomers from southern and eastern
Europe flooded into the industrial areas and urban centers.
By 1910 there were ﬁhfeeéand—ashalf million Eézeign=born

ih the United States, one-seventh of the total population.
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More than 72% of all the foreign-born were u;baﬁ. twice
the figure for the American~born of native parentage, and
29% lived in cities with more than half a million people,
nearly five times the native figure. In that year, almost
one-quarter of all New York's foreign-born had arrived
within the previous five years, ané in Manhattan one-quarter .
of thcse‘cve: ten years of agé caulé épeak no Eng;isH; In
the labor force of 1910, especially high Frcgartiéﬁs‘Qf'
foreign-born were found in the following occupationst |
domestic and personal service (one-quarter), steam and
street :aiiways (rather more than one-quarter), cotton
mills . (over one-third), woolen mills (nearly one-half),
coal mining (nearly one-half), blast furnaces anévrélling
mills, meat Packing, tanneries and brewr ies (eéch at 1eést
one-half), iron and copper mining, and some garment trades
(each about twaathiéds). Gcéupati@nal data show concentra-
tions by Slavic ethnic groups in the following areas: 32%
of the Czech foreign-born and about 10% of the Poles were
employed iﬁ agriculture (no significant'figures for ather-
Slavs are given) while the percentages of foreign-born
north and west European peoples are mu:h;higher (Norwegians
50%, SweééngQ%, Germans 27%, English 18%, Irish nearly
14%)E in mining 8% of Pales;vlg% of those born in Austria,
and 30% of those born in Hungary founds employment, while
the proportions of nafth and west Eurépeaﬁs was exceedingly
small with the exception ofs the British (10%)--and of the

latter, 80% had been employed in mines at home while a
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minimal percentage of the Slavs had that background;

Aemglayéd as laborers were 8% of the Russian-born, 14% of

the Czechs, 19% of those from Austria, 22% from Hungary. and»
29% of the Poles--with the exception of the Irish (22%), most

north and west European nations provided less than 10%.10

M@st;éf them had very little in their Packéts. at best they
knew one or two words of English and had only a vague idea
of the country. They may have been recruited through the
accounts of those who had gone before, or they may have been
contacted by transp@rtaéién agents who were well spread
thr@ughgthé Slavic areasréf Europe. After an arduous jour-
ney in steezage conditions they reached their new land.

Here they were processed at a port of entry, prc@ably Ellis
Island in New York hérbgr. Once past ﬁhe health}éxémiﬁatién
and questioning by immigration afficials.oméwas left to
fina his way aléﬁeé It could have been that in the eéntry
processing the name left on his éoéuments differed from that

he knew as his own. Being illiterate or barely literate, his

"multi-syllabic name, full of stréhge consonant combinations

for the immigration clerk, came out in a spelling more pro-
nounceable for English speakers. Or, if it came through the
firsé encounter unscathed, it was often simplified by the
Amer ican foreman or payroll clerk on his first jcB. |

A greater problem of identity, as far as official records

who arrived had come from some part of the Austro-Hungarian
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Empire or from other areas with shifting borders. As a
minority group in an area ruled by nanESlavs; how was he
to be classified as to nationality? As a citizen of the
Ustro-Hungarian Empire was he an Austrian or a Hungarian,
or a Slovak, Slovene, Croat, Czech or Serb? If he was a
Pole from Russian-dominated territory, should the immi-
grant be classed as a Pole or Russian? Were Jews to be

classified as to their Polish or Russian citizenship or

grapher was hard put to differentiate betﬁéen Slavs,
“Slovaks, Slév%ﬁéS;;SléVGniangi much less could .one expect
workers, f@reﬁenf shggkeépers and ordinary citizens with
limited education who had little knowledge or interest in
that area of the world to keep $uch terms straight. As a
result, there was confusion not only in informal situations
but even government® immigration statistics of the period
suffer. | | !

The ethnic group coming from the area located in the
southwestern part of European Russia has been especially
difficult to identify in »official statistics. 1In the late
1870's large groups of peasants whom we would now classify
as Ukrainians began to arrive in the United States. These
impover ished peasants came from the slgges éf the Carpathian
Mountains, mainly from zégi@ns of the Austrian province of

;Galieia and of northern Hungary where they had been an im-
portant source of cheap labor for the estates of Polish and

Hungar ian nobles. The United States' Censuses of 1910 and




1920 list such people as ."Ruthenians", in 1930 they

were called "Ukrainians" and "Ruthenians", and in 1940

as "Ukrainians". The Bureau of Immigration regiéterea

then as "Ruthenians (Russniaks)" and later as "Ukrainians".

Séme»writersiﬁgllcw>the 0ld czarist terminology and call »

them "Malo-Russians" or "Little Ruésians“. Certain sub-

divisions of the group insist on being called "Carpatho-

Russians"”, "Rusins", -or "Russians”.

After passing through the governmental formalities,

if the immigrant was lucky, he got to his original éesti—
~naticn. It was ﬁctman inusual occurrance for him to be.

bilked of his few possessions even before he had been on

the American soil for twenty-four hours, tac often by one

of his own countrymen, an earlier arrival, who considered

the newcomer "greenhorn" fair pickiﬁgsz
When the new arrival reached his destination, it was

imperative that he;finérarcheaprﬁlace E@ﬂlivé, ifﬂﬁéséiblé

among fellow-countrymen. The low wages he received for

his labor, the obligation he felt to help support those

left behind or to accumulate every possible penny for his

eventual return home forced him into substandard housing.
Even should he desire more adequate quarters he often found

that the price he was expected to pay was much higher than

that asked from "native" Americans. Since the bulk of the
immigrants were males between the ages of sixteen and forty
four, a common pattern was. for several to band together to

live communally. Often, too, a Slav whose wife had accom-
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panied him would set up a boarding house which not only
took care of the material needs éé the boarders but the
head of such a household, an individual who had been in
the country for a longer time and was more conversant with
American ways and regulations, would act as general coun-
selor and adviser to his tenants in Qersgnal ané financial
mattéts as well.

Whatever their original intentions may‘have been,
significant numbers of immigrants remained in America. As
atducus'and exhausting as the work was, the immigrant re-
quizea some substituﬁe for the close extended family ties
and the familiar customs and festivities of his nativé
village life. Informal foci of social life, especially
in the early years of the "Great Wave", were the local
enterprises run by fe11@w§caunt£ymen——usually the gélcgn
and small grocery store. The ethnic bar was the place
where the single male spent hié free time among his own

kind. The saloonkeeper often acted as banker, adviser,

The church also played an important role in the
immigrant's life. In the Unitedfspates ethnic church
ééﬁmuﬁities were founded to serve specific groups. Thé
churéh in Europe was primarily a religious cenéer; but
in the new world its function was expanded to include
social and more general cultural responsibilities covered
b§ other institutions at home. For most immigrants, the

church was the prime agency in carrying on the native
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culture and traﬂsmitﬁing it to the new generation of
‘Amer ican~born offspring who began to augment the immi-
‘grants' ranks. Church schools were organized where
not only religion but also the history and language of
the homeland were taught either as a supplementary
"Sunday School" endeavor or as formal primary educational
institutions within the jurisdiction of the religious
parish. Later, a number of secondary schools and even
institutions of higher learning with specific ethnic
orientation were founded. Wherever possible, these were
:staffed by nuns or clergy of the rééuited Slavic back-
ground.
Auxiliary QrganigétiéﬁS‘and other societies also
came into being. Among the first of these were the
"benefit" or fraternal societies, insurance organizations
to provide for time of need--sickness and death. These,
in turn, began to extend their.scope of activities beyond
the strictly financial, to organize social events, athletic
activities and competitions, singing societies, &ramatie
groups and other cultural endeavors. Both ghurch—affili;te&
ané ncnschurchsaffiliatéé or independent organizations of
~ this kind wefe.fgrmed. »As the uniﬁs prospered, clubhouses
or national "homes" were built to house the various aetivi—
ties and to provide a meeting Qlace aﬁéisaciél'center for
the specific ethnic immigrant community. The ethnic press,
often sponsored by a fraternal organization basically for

its members, hecame an important vehicle of communication
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among those spread throughout the country. Some news-
_papers and journals were organs of the fraternal organi-
zations, Sthe:s wefé independent of such spgnSQEShip,
The political orientation spanned from the extremes of
the right to those of the left. Many newspapers and
magazines haé a very ephemeral lifespan, gthers-managed
to survive for much longer periods of time.

The immigrant press gave news of what was happening
in the homeland (much . of which never found its way into
the American press, even had the immigrant had sufficient
knowledge of the 1angua§e to read English materials),
offered advice and guidance on how to adapt to the new
land, and acted as communication channels for establishing
or restoring contact with fellow-countrymen in!AmEEicag

"Bthnic" businesses began to é:is; to serve the
community. It was ;GE too long before certain sections of
large cities acquired the cultural flavoer of specific
ethnic groups--the shopkeepers and helpers were immi-
gfants, the wares served national tastes, the little English
heard was heavily accented. | |

These Slavic (and other nationality) enclaves grew
for decades and many endure to this day. However, with
the Eirth of a new American-born generation the invisible
walls surrounding these communities within communities
began to give way. The problem of the second-generation
has received considerable airing both in scholarly treatises

and in the popular press; the :ejec;ibn of the "old country"




culture by many children .-born to immigrapts; the struggle
of self-identification of the young with avfaat in each

of the cultures, the bewildérmént and.alienation of the

© parents who could not ﬁnﬂerstanﬂ their own offspring. As
the new generation received an education, usually much
beyond that of their parents, and began to prosper iﬁ
America, many moved out of the confines of the ghetto.
Even those who did not completely reject their heritage
found it diluted in the English-speaking atmosphere where
they now lived and worked. However, the third and now
even the fourth generatiéﬁrare again geeking their‘rﬁcts
in the ethnic past. The nuclei of such Slavic communities
remain in large cities today, although diminished by the
death. of most of the older generation, the exodus of the
Amer ican-born genératiéns, and subjectité encroachment by
newer urban ethnic concentrations since the ethnié “ghett@s“
are usually located in areas of a modest economic level.

B Once the Slavic immigrant accepted the fact of a long
or permanent stay in.the United States, one of his first ‘
goals was to acquire pf@pefty, whether it was a singlEE
family_dwelling or a multi-family structure which could
provide additional income by :gnting room which the family
did ﬁstvneea or was willing to.forego. Unp:etentiéus as
mést of ﬁﬁéée hauées ﬁigh; be, wherever possible there
should be some land around it for a sﬁall gardgn. The

immigranﬁ took great pride in his property and tehééﬂ»it”
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assiduously. Even if found in deteriorating areas of
the city, these buildings stood out by their neatness
and good repair.

Post-"Wave" Slavic Immigration

Although by the 1920's the "Great Wave" had subsided
considerably, there were Still several “:iP§les“vﬁaEking
periods of féthér intensive Slavic immigration in the
following years. |

Thg Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 in Russia sent
streams of emigres from that country into western Europe
and into the Orient from which some moved on to other con-
in capital cities in Europe, especially in Paris and Prague,
and in the Orient in Shanghai aﬁé other Chinese cities.
Numbers of such political emigres came to the United. States. .
This was a different breed from the Slav of the "Great Wave".
Highly cultured, educated individuals; many from the aris-
tocracy, they led a life abroad that was worlds apart from
that of the ex-peasants who had arrived before them to. toil
in mine and factory. In their centers in New York and San
Francisco, the "aristocratic" Russians réised the level of
emigre intellectual lifé by establishing theaters, presses,
and other cultural institutions. Many of these emigres
1iterally iived out of suitcases, so convinced were they
that Soviet rule would be ééheme:al and they wculéﬂs@an be -
returning to Russié_ Some, Qnable to live away from their

native soil, did return. Just as with the second and thiré"
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Eftéthéri$lagic groups, the offspring of those who stayed
soon began to merge into the mainstream of American life.
received their most significant augmentation as a result
of the population dislocations of World War II. At the
end of that conflict some eight million displaced persons
(DP‘é) could be f@uﬁa in Austria, Italy and Germany, the
bulk of them ‘came from Slavic countries. Many of theser
had been taken as prisoners-of-war or as f@rceﬁ'iabérb
from their homelands talthe Third Reich. Others had
left their home of their own accord.’ In théffirst yéars
following the end of the:war most wathém were fepatria— '
ted vo “ueir homeland. Some went willingly,,athé:s;:ﬁhdét
Suress. The wggteﬁﬁ occupying powers, tfué,téitheiﬁ agree-
’éﬁht'with‘the Saviet*Unién; facilitated thisfexcdds;x

Many of the DP's did not wish to go home or were
fearful of returning to a landiaaminaﬁeé by aﬁpéliﬁical
regiﬁe which they could not accept. Only after'ﬁh@léséle
escapes frcm the homeward-bound echelons and apéailing' |
numbers of suicides by those who preferred this fate to
the one they expected awaitéd them upon their féﬁuﬁn'was
this practice éisc@ntinued.ﬁ In order to éircumvEﬂE,EEE'
patriatign, many of the DP's, esgéciaily th@se'ffémlterriﬁ
tories under the Soviet Unian,'manufactﬁreé new biaétéphiésb
instantly. Some endeavored to pass:asinéﬁives,cE an§tEe§ ;

‘country. Others, admitting the Soviet Union as their birth-

- place, claimed extended residence in other countries.
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Certainly this practice must have sgmé reflecti@ﬁ in the
statistics on Slavic immigration to thé UniteﬂgStatés in
the post-war period.
By 1949, some 600,000 of the one million DP's left
;n camps at the end of 1945 had been resettled. in various
parts. of therﬁozld_ Since thé.restrictive quéﬁa immigra-
tion laws of the 1920's were still in effect in the Hisgpn
these aliens were admitted as quﬁta immigrants f@ﬁ permanent...-
residence, first by a Presidential directive (in 1945)funtil
' legislation authorizing admission of displaced pé;scﬁs was
: approved in June 1948. :By this timé, some 41,379 had beeh
admitted in the preceding two-and-a-half-year §eriad; of
this total, approximately sixteen thousand listed Germany
;as their country of birth, twelve thousand claimed Poland,
three thousand from Czechoslovakia, twérﬁhgusandrfﬁam, o ;._a,;
Austria, one thousand from Hungary, aﬁd well under one
thousand each from various other east European countries.
Only slightly over two tl’_lcsusaﬁé gave the Soviet Union as
their place of birth. |
‘Between the enactment of the Displaced Persons Act
of 1948 and the fiscal year 1954, almost 405,000 more DP's
were aémitteé_ One of the features'gf the Displaceé~?e:="
sans'Act,yas a provision tévallchfuture“mertgaging of the
nétianal gquotas set by eaflier_immigratiaﬁ’legisiatién.
Aé a result, a numbér of the smalie:WEaSt Euiépean,cauntties 

had their quotas mortgaged well into the twenty-first century




while north and west European quotas were left less than
half-filled. Reason prevailed and in 1957 these mgrtgages
were cancelled.

Just as their Preéeaessars in the "Great Wave“,'these
new Slavic immigrants preferred to settle in urban areas.
Of the total U.S.population in 1950, those of foreign white
stock (Eareignsbcfn and native-born whites of foreign paren-
tage) accounted for one-fourth of the total white population.
However, by 1950 the concentration of such people in urban
areas &és even greater than it had been in urban areas with
83.7% of foreign-born whites and €2.7% of the native-born
white population listed as urban residents. * -

The DP's also tended to move into the settled ethnic
neighborhoods. Although the educational level of theéé’ |
newcomer s was-c@nsidérably,highez thanithatiéf;ﬁhe Slavs;
who came at the turn of the century, bécauée they 1aékea
the language many had Ea go t@-w@;k,in the factories and
mills or in other unskilled work of thé'type'in which the.
earlier immigrants had found employment. However, it was
much easier for the new wave to make better use of their
superior skills once they acquired at 1eaét the rudiments
of English. Despite séﬁe frictions between the new and
old groups, generally they béléﬂgédVEQ the samevethnié
community. Unlike their Prédeéessass, more of theZDP‘s
came as family gr@upé and relatively few new cultural

and social institutions to meet their needs were necessary.
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American Jew1sh greups pfav1de‘ls the ésychalag;cal
"effect af the baeklng of such a- well argan;gea cgmmué
.'nlty ana gf the relatlves, Immigrants af the earllér'

. generatlén, many af the newcgmers have in the Unlted

vStates. | |

Slavic immigrénts, in limitéajﬁﬁmbérs; are still
coming to the United States. - Héwéver;“thé ?estriétiéﬁé

éﬁ emigfaticﬁ by Eastern blgc ééuntfiés isfundéﬁbtéély

The anly,slav1c cauntry=sf-3:1g;n Wh;;h has nDt shcwn-a "
“drop in thelfareigﬁ—étéék ngulétian in the dECaSewffé
1960-1970 is Yugoslavia, the east Eurapean :Guntry w1th5
pe:haps the least réstralnt on emlgrat;cn. In 197D the
U.S. Census lists over 2 374,000 persgns cf PQllSh fDre;gn
stgck; 1,943,000 from the U!S-S-R., 759 000 fram Czechg=
slovakia and 447,000 from Yuggslav1a. _

The fact that ‘the Slavs emigrateéuté this ééﬁﬂﬁry”
in force at a relat;vely laté Perlad and came prlmarlly

frcm lawer ecénamlc ana educatlcnal levelg cf saclety

'wauld lead ‘one to expect that few Qutstandlﬁg flgures 1n

77 frcm7the1: fénks. 7It can be said that th se ,ﬁ,the first
"generatlén wha rése to naticﬁal and 1nternat1@nal aéclalm
’were atyplcal of thé mass Df 1mm1grants faz mgst Qf them

fhad had can31derab1y more. educatlén 1n th21r hame country.

The flelds of science and mus1c are areas 1n whlch Slavs

‘“éf the“flrst géner“t 1 weré especlally natewgrthy.
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.Slkcrsky (ae:énautlcal engln:

palcgy),'and éthéfs.; Flrst=generatlgn Slavs~whg c

»and succeealng generat;@ns
cher areas as well._ Sﬂme-f’{‘*

= athers are. better kncwn tc ;’

butléns, scmet;mes 1dentlfled
ananymlty cf'c

and scélal structurés.? Net énly thé acccmgllsh

aévert sea strength which the threaﬂs éf Slav1c‘c;t{ :iéfﬂ'
have woven 1ntg the fabf;c Qf cur l;fe shculd f;naily 1ay
tc rest the fears Expressed by the EEElY twent;ethsc nttzy"x
alarmlsts whD saw the ;nf;ux of east anﬁ sauth EuereanE

as an Qmen of the ;nev1table decl;né Qf our céuntry.
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