DOCUHENT RESUME

prts

ED 137 001 o ' ~_ EC 009 779

AUTHOR Estrada, leonardo F.

TITLE The Spanish Origin Elderly: A Demographic Survey,
- 1970-~75.

PUB DATE 14 Jan 77

NOTE ©  22p.; Paper presented at the Research Utilization

Project/The Generaticn Connection, Texas State .
Department of Public Welfare Conference (McAllen,
Texas, January 14, 1977) ; Best copy available

EZDRS PRICE MF-$0.83 HC-$1.67 Plus Postage.

DESCRIPTORS Academic Achievement; *Census Figures; Cubans; Family
Status; Income; Labor Force; kexican Americans;
*0lder Adults; Population Growth; Puerto Ricans;
*Senior Citizens; *Socioecomomic Background; *Spanish
Speaking; Statistical Data

ABSTRACT
Socioeconomic factors related to second class

citizenship carn not only limit opportunities but also contribute to
an acceleration of the aging process. This paper presents baseline
data on the socioeconomric plight of the Spaaish speaking elderly.
Data pertain to: population growth, nativity, family stataus,
education, labor force participation, income, home ownership,
mobility, crime victimization, and voting. Data indicate thkzat:
althovgh the elderly Spanish origin population has numerically
tripled in the last two decades, they represent approximately 3.5% of
the total Spanish origin population; the Spanish origin elderly are
largely younger elderly; half are of Mexican origin; three-quarters
live in the central city of larger metropolitan areas;~approximately
10% live with their children; the majority live in husband-wife
primary family households; females are more likely to live alone; the
Spanish speaking elderly have the second highest. illiteracy rate in
‘the U.S. among racial/ethnic groups; they are less.likely than other
elderly to be retired; they have extremely high rates of home ’
ownership and are more likely than not to own a home built before
1949; they report low rates of victimizatiocn and exhibit high rates
of “feeling safe"™ in their neighborhoods; and they have the highest
rates of 1nter-county nobility, especially among persons 85 years and
over. (NQ)

****************************i******************************************

* Documents acquired by ERIC include many informal unpubllshed

* paterials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort
* to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal
* reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the guality
* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available

* yia the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is mnot

* responsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions
*

*

supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original.
a0 3 2 3 o o o o ok o e ok ok o o o 3ok o e e e ol o3 ok ok ook ook 3 o ok o o e o o ok ek 3 o 3 e o5 e e ol ko ok o o o e ok ook ok

LR SR IR B BE B N




'y -

THE SPANISH ORIGIN ELDERLY: A DEMOGRAPHIC SURVEY, 1970-1975 o

3

ED137001

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,

EDUCATION & WELFARE

b NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
y : EDUCATION

. q‘ 4 S THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO-
T AVAI , DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM
V‘-r‘lb THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN-
Eh : ATING 1T POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS
STATED 00 NOT NECESSARILY REPRE-

‘ ' SENTOFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

. ‘ EDMCATION POSITION OR POLICY
Leonardo F. Estrada
Population Division, Bureau gfthe Census

Washington, D.C.

presented

at the

Research Utilization Project/The Generation Ccnnection
Texas State Department of Public Welfare

conference

“a New Wrinkle on an 01d Theme--Advances, Trends, and Developments for the

Spanish-Speaking Elderly"
- January 14, 1977

McAllen Civic Center, McAllen, Texas




Introduction1

Everyore ages. Aging is a natural process which is physical and apparent.
Aging is characterized by the lqss‘of elasticity of the mus¢1es, skin and
arteries; and the diminishing ability to regenerate cells. Consequently,
one's reaction time slows down, oee’s hair thins and turns grey3‘one's
skin wrinkles and one's hearing and vision are often affected. In humans,
this natural process of’ééing is compounded by Socioeconomic and cultural-
psycho}ogicalrfactors whichedictate the pace of aging. Thus while everyone
ages, some nge before others end some age in different ways than others.
Socioeconomic factors related to second class citizenship such as low levels
of education, low income, large families, inadequate housing and lihited
health care, result not only in limited opportunities but also contribute
to an acceleretion of the aging process., Cultu?al'factors sueh as a,sﬁrong
adherence to a foreign language, familial support systems, and socilization in
bicultural community structure those values that dictate behav:.or. St andards
for what is proper and improper, approved or disapproved are value judgments
deeply ingrained into our psyche from years of exposure and reinfofcement
by the environment. | N

An understanding of aging among the Spanlsh speaking elderly reguires
that one take inmto account the effects of both socioeconomic and culdural
factors. This paper, however, will focus only upon one of these two for the
simple reason that a need exists to present the baseline datea needed Lo
understand the socioeconomic plight of the Spanish speaicing elderly. Alithough
limited to a profile of the elderly as a statistical sggregate, this information»
will hopefully serve as e basis for the needed discussions based primarily on

cultural factors.




Growth
The elderly Spanish origin populaulonl has numer:.cally tripled in the

1ast two decades yet they represent approximately 3.5 percent of the t,otal
Spanish origin populatlon. Some have seen this i‘:.gure and voiced the

uninformed opinion that one cannot be overly concerned with so small a

‘group. In compamson to the White~Anglo population where 10 percemt of

their population are 65 and over, the proportion of elerly does indeed
appear small. What must be taken into account is thas the Spanish origin
population (excluding the Cubsn origin populatn.on) is presently undergoing
a process similar to that experienced by the U.S. population in the 1900's
where the mumber of elderly contimie to double or triple in rumber bubt |
their pro;*;-ui-an ﬁo the population as a whole remains low. |

For example, in 1900, 4 percemt of the U.S. population totalling .\ v
76 million ir‘:ere é5 years or older, Forty years later, the rrumber of elderly
had tripled but the pf‘oportion of persons 65+ still only represented 5.4
percert of the total. The major reasons for the apparent improvement :Ln
proportional represertation were the high retes of fert:.l:.ty in pre-Var
America and the 1arge influx of immigrants — most of whom were young gdults.

The Mexicar American population is in the midst of a similer process.
The Mexd.can American population has one of the highesb fertility rates among
a1l racial/ethnic groupsz. Tn addition, immigration to the U.FS. — both
legal and illegal — contimes unabated to the extent that since 1930, the
largest number of 1ega1 entries imto the U.S. have entered from Mexico
(approximately 70,000 each year). The only exception was in 1960, when an
even larger influx of Cuban refugees — anc* =2r Spanish speaking minority
and one with an exceedingly large proportion (approximetely 20 percemt) of
elderly superseded the Mexican immigramts. Presemtly, there is ro sign that
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either fertility will decrease dramatically nor that immigration from Mexico
will slow down. These two factors combine to limit the proportion of older
persons despite their numerical growth. The small proportion of Spanish
origin elderly should not be interpreted to mean either that this age

~ group's problems are fewer or less severe ihan the problems of other
Spanish origin age groups for as the Spanish origin eliderly continue to

grow numerically, their particular problems grow with them.

Results

-

Table 1.1 shows that a perceptible decrease has occurred in the proportion
of Spanish origin.persons 65 years and over since 1970 for the reasons discussed
above. In contrast to the total population wﬁosq median age (The point .at
which fifty percent of the population is above and below that age) is increasing,
the Spanish origin median age has decreased somewhat. Numerically, however,
the Spanish origin elderly increased at the rate of approximately 23 percent
from 1970 to 1975. |

Table 1.2 further indicates that the Spanish origin elderly
are largely younger elderly; half ere of Mexican origin; and three-quarters
live in the central city of lafger metropolitan areas. Since 1970, the trends
have been for an increase in the younger elderly, an increase in the propor-
tional representation of *he Cuban elderly, and a trend toward decentralization
from the central city to the suburbs.

Despite the étereotype, the Spanish origin elderly tend to be urban
dwellers. In Texas, for example, 78,309 Mexican origin <lderly lived in
urban areas compared to 16,607 rural Mexican origin»eléerly -- a ratio of "
five to one in 1970. It is also important to note that the Spanish origin
elderly represent 4.6 percent of the total urban Spanish origin population

and 4.9 percent of the total rural Spanish origin population. Thus, programs
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aimed at only urban populations will have the largest target population but
proportionately equel representation in both types of res*dence indicate
that programs aimed at rural segments have a task of equal importance.

Finally, Table 1.3 contrasts the largest of the‘Spanish origin groups,
namely, the Mexican origin elderly with the total Spanish origin popuiation.
These results show that the increase in the number of Mexican elderiy is
growing at a rate of approximately double of that found in‘the Spanish
origin population as a whole. TFurther evidence is found in the trend for
the median age of the Mexican origin population to increase while the
med;&n age for the totel Spenish origin population is declining.
Nativity |

A large proportion —- almost helf -- of the Spanish origin elderly are
foreign born (See Table 2.1), This fact is significant for the foreign born
have perspectives, especially as it relates to gsocial roles and traditions
which carnot be discounted. Traditional values regarding decision-making
in the household or deference patterns are more likely to persist among the
foraign born and this must be considered in developing programs. The
rather large proportions of Mexican United States born population is a cleer
indication of the size of the Mexican Americans who have 1ived in the South-
western U.S. since the nineteenth century. The extraordinarily high pro-
portions of Puerto Ricahs and Cubans who are foreign born is of course

expected.

Family Status

One of the most dangerous stereotypas &ver perpetuated is one which views
the Spanish origin elderly as 1living with their children and being adequately
cared for in their.old age. This stereotype has resuited in numerous injustices
and is 4n direct variance with the facts. The proportion of Spanish origin

elderly living with their children is approximately 10 percent (see‘Table 2.2)

6
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with a slightly higher proportion in rural areas. The stereotypical image
of three generations living under one fdof is got supported by these facts.
As indicated in Table 2.2, the majority of the elderly live in husband-wife
primary family howseholds. While the Mexican origin population varies some-
what from the family status patterns ol the total Mexican origin population,
the Spanish origin elderly hav§ family status patterns which are strikingly
similar to the proportions calculated for the total Spanish origin populaticn.
The categoriés, "other male head,” and “fémale he;d"'would represent situa-
tions where the elderly live in someone else's home (e.g., their son, their
grandson, their son-in-law, etc). Wh:ile it is noted that if such housing
arraﬁgements take place, they are more likely to live in a female headed
household, (e.g., an unparried or widowed daughter, a divorced or separated
granddaughter, etc.). The proportions of elderly pefsonsin these arrange-
ments is small in comparison to the number of elderly persons living alone as
"primary individusls". The Spanish origin elderly are three tiﬁes as likeiy
to 1live alone than to live in someone else's home -- especially elderly

Spanish origin women.

It is of couise possible to maintain close ties with one's fggily without
having to live under the same roof. Living in, close proximitym;an be in many
ways equivalent, however, little ié known presently.about the relative proximity
of the Spanish origin eideily‘to their family in comparison to other racial/
ethnic groups. |

Information derived from‘a‘previously discussed table (Table 2.1) indi-
cates thet a much smaller gap in the number of Spanish origin elderly males

and Spanish origin elderly females. Femalé excess, (a demographic term

used for the overrepresentation of females in the laver age groupings) is

7
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‘much leés pronounced among the Spanish origin elderly and thisrfact‘holds
two éignificant implications.v Firstly, since marital gtatus is less likeiy o
te be divorced, separatéd, or wi&oWed, the?Spanish owigin‘eiderly shouid‘bé‘ ‘
regarded &s cohpieé‘rather than as isolated individuals.‘ Asgo, the‘féct |
that female;wdo not outlive men to a grefber extent indicates‘a# equnlizatiéh
of life cbances, not based upon sturdief or:healthier malés but»ﬁébn;a lower
secioeconomic life style in which both males'and‘females strugéle-éQually
with females exposed to greater risks ﬁhan females frdm‘other racig;[gthnic
rouptngs. » o e

Other Socioceconomic Indicators:

Several other indicators can be briefly touched upon because they are
iﬁterrelated: o : o : .
Education: Table 3.1 shows that the Spanish speaking elderly have low;edupaé‘
tional acyievement. This group has the second highest illiteracy rate in
the U.S. émong racial/ethnic groups (the Native Aﬁerican elderly have a |
higher rate). Persons who complzte less than five years‘of formal schooliﬁg
are regarded as illiterate. The results in Table 3.1, show that the Mexican ‘
oriéin elderly are four to six times more likely not to completéd five years
sf schooling than the total population. ' As a whole, thevmédian years of
schooling for Mexican origin elderly is below the literacy indicator of
five years of schooling and bareiy over that level for all Spanish ocrigin
elderly.v

Labor Force Participation: ‘ ' o -

Tables 3.2 - 3.4, show the extent to which the Spanish origin élderly
remain active in the civilian labor force after age sixty—five. A surprising

proportion are working full time although their occupations are generally at

3
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the lowest occupational levels, lazgely coneentrated in operatives, crgftsménl“

and unskilled categories. The Mex1can origin elderly also répreeent a relatively

hlgh proportion of farm laborers. Mex1can elderly are most likely of all the
Spanish origin groups, to be in the 1abor force, Puerto Rican elderly are more:
likely to be unemployed and Guban elderly are mare likely to be employed

full time. In general, Spanish orlgln elderly are less likely than other
elderly to be retired. This is due no doubt by persons who spend most of
their lives in occupations without social security benefits or pens1cn pro--
grams. It has also been suggested by some that this phenomena represents

a cultural pattern pf Nactivity" and still others that it may be due to the
lack of information on the availability of old age assistence or knowledge

of eligibility requirements.

At least in 1970, urban dwellers and rural residents were equally likely
to be ig the labor fbrce (see table 3.3), The proportion of Spanish origin
elderly in che civilian lebor foree_do vary, however, dccording to the metro-
politan area in which they reside (see Table 3.45. Males have higher partici-
pation rates in Chicago, Dallas, Houston, Jersey City, McAllen-Pharr-Edingburg,
Miami, Oxnard-Ventura, and Pueblo. The lowest proportions for males are in
Albuquerque, Fresno, Sacramento, San Jose, and Tucson. Females have hlgher
participation rates in Brownsville-Harlingen-San Bernito, Chlcago, Dallas,
Houston, Phoenlx, and San Francisco-Oskland. The lowest participatlcn rates
for females are 1r.Corpus Chrlstl, Denver, Fresno, Oxnard-Ventura, Pueblo,

San Bernadino-Rlver51de - Ontario, and San Jose. These differences needless
to say fluctuate dependlng upon supply and demand and the loca+ion of

particular types of industries or need for personal services (i.e., maids,

‘housekeepers, etc).
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Thé figures in Table L4 confirm tHe low income level.of the . Spanish origin
elderl&. The mean earnings of the Spanish ofigin elderlY‘are gpproximgtély |
 one-third of the median earnlhgs level of the total population (gpproximafely
‘$12,800) and haif.of the median earnings‘lével'of the totai Spenish origin
»population (approximately;$9,600). iny,ﬁhe Native'Américah eldérly:have ,
~lower mean earnings than the Spanish origin elderly. '

‘Other Characteristics:

The Spanish origin elderly are also charaéferized by: (1) low represenéatioﬁ
in the institutionalized population. So few Spanish origin elderly‘persons

reside in homes, hospitals, sanitaeriums, etc., that no prOpQrtion‘is pub-

lished nationwide because the numerical base is so small. (2) homé"ownership:

The Spanish origin elderly have extremely high rates of home éwnership and are

more likely than not to own a home built befqre 1949. (3)’ﬁobilit1: Spanish .
’ \‘Bh%giﬁ elderly have the highest raﬁes of intefléounty'mobility {as measured

by residence five yeafs ago) among all elderly persons. Wh{le'females are v

more mobile thaﬁ males, the highest mobility is among Séanish origin elderly

persong; 85 years and over —-ieSpecially intracounty moves. (4) crime

victimization: the Spanish origin elderly self repoft low rates of victimi-

zation and exhibit high rates of "feeling safe" in their neighborhoods.

(5) Voting: the Spanish origin elderly are less likely to be registered than
other elderly groups, particularly females (seé Table 5). Those who are |
ragistered tend to vote, but.mostvSpanish“origin elderly persons are hot

registered to vote -- some because of their citizenship steius.

10
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anglggigg

It is not a 81mp1e task to portray the Spanlsh origin elderly When one

-epproach is taken, whether social-cultural, psychologlcal‘or demographic, only‘

the mere'outline is given. This attempt to view the Spanish origln elderly as
a statistical grouping is limited to the common demographlc 1nd1cators avai
able. These findings may or may not be repreeentatlve of the Spanlsh origin
elderly in any'partlcular location. At the local level, further studles nust
be conducted to fill in the details so that this knowledge of the localr
situation may be compared to the national level figures presented here. In
combination with the existing literature and experieﬁce gained, it is’
possible to eomprehend the Spanish origin elderly as prdducts of communities,
which depending upon the degree of physical isolation imposed upon them,

proceed to confront their environment although 1nadequately informed and

often lacking the ablllty to communlcate with agents of that external system.
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Table 1.1.. Spanish Or:gl“ Populatlon 65 Years and Over by Sex,
Unlted States, 1970, 197.5, and 1976

“Ti990 o 19ys 1976

e e mas

. Number Percent _ Number Percent Number Egrggﬁg
Total United States : o -
in'thousandSuoooooooo-‘c' - - 209’572 : - 211']L|O . -~

Total Spanish origin , - ' o - B
in thousands..o..-..... 4 9,073 } 405 11,202 503 N 11,117 ‘ 503 o

Spanish origin o - L |
65 years and OVeresesss " 404,270 L., 403,272 3.6 L23.446 3:8

Malelb’.flbl'l..vril.lr. 187,773 ‘ 1}-2 188,}{-30 30‘{ (NA) ‘
Female.coveseraieneae . 216,507 4.6 215,842 3.8 (na)

Median age of » , 4
Spar,ish origin......... 21.1 20.7 20.9

Median age of . :
total U.S. population.. 2841 28,6 28.9

"~ Source: Current Pépulation Reports, Series P-~20, Nos. 290 and 302, table 3,
1975 and 1976, Persons of Spanish Origin, Subject Report, PC(2)~1C, table 3, '
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Table 1.2.‘_Se1ected Characteristics of the Spanish Origin
Population 65 Years and Over, 1970 and 1975 .

.- : | ‘i"'w’Percent'of pér—'1 
~ Number - sons 65 and over..
1970 1975 11970 1975
Age ‘6 . , »
65 tO 69...u.'..............l.l... 1 3 893’ » ho.s)
0 £0 Theuenssernenssssssasseeeses 105,29 9300 g3 T0.2
75 tO 79...-..0..o.ooob.o..-oooooo 67,803? . 16.8) : .
; B0 £O B89evecsacsacscsssssanscscans 39,382 120,000 9.7'; 29.8
.- . 85 years and OVersescessecsscsccss 27,898) 6.9) -
' Persons 65 and overseeecssscsssssoaes 404,270 403,272 Lo 3.6
J" MexiC8n.............l..........'.. 188'563 2m,5m‘ 14.2 3‘3
PUEI"tO RiCaﬂ..o-e......-..—...‘..-’.. . 3‘{’180 25,065 2-1{ 1-5
Cubanpsooooo'oveorooo.leooo‘iooo.'o- 35'066 63'798 6.[} 8.6
Centml/south Amefican.........-..), 11‘6 1‘61 15,‘&33 .- 2:3 .
Obher Spanishe.esessessssscoscoss R AOL 78,440 - 5.5
Residence (in 1,000's) . . :
All metlbpolitan. R R E R R R RN NN NN NN WY : 317 309 ' 100.0 100.0
In central Cityeeeeeceescecesecass 216 0L 68.1 66,0
Outside central Cityeeececececcetes 101 105  31.9 . 34.0
Metropolitan areas: 100,000+ ‘ |
In cemtral Cityeceesscescacscscans 135 L1129 33.2 ~  33.9
Outside central €it¥eeecscecssoses 64 72 15.8 - - 18.9
Metropolitan areas 100,000 or less ‘ | ‘ :
In central Cityooooooyoooooooooooo 81 : ) 75 20.0 19.7
Qutside ce-ntral Cityoooooooooooooo 37 ‘ 3[} 9.1 8.9
NONMEtTOPOlitan Are8Sssssceseesessss g9 72 2.9 18.9

Source: See Table 1.3.
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Table 1¢3. Spanish Origin Population 65 and‘Oveﬁ‘by Sex,‘and
Type of Spanish Origin, 1970 and 1975

Percent change

?otdl : ‘ ;
Spanish Origin Mexican Origin 1970 to 1975

1970 1975 1970 1975 SE‘;QZTE | Mgﬁ;:g -

T R e T S T e L e et Rt ol -

- St e e

i ‘
Total population

in thousandSeeeses 9,073 11, 202 i4,532
A1l maleSeeeenronnes Ly 153 5,498 2,215 3,346  23.5  L9.0 -
%65 £0 Theearascss 2.9 2,6 2.7 2.4 T
%75 years and over 1.3 0.9 1.2 0.7
Median ages .«... 20,5 19.7 19:0  19.4 |
AL females...veuon k620 5,705 2,287 3,34k 23.5 - Ub.a
F65 10 Thevuruvaes 3.0 2.6 S 2.8 2.5 |
%75 years and over 1.6 1.4 1.L 1.2
Median ag€eeeess 21.8 21,6 20.2

19.6

6,690  23.5  A7.6

Source: Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 290, table 3, 1975.

Persons of Spanish Origin, Subject Report, PC(2)-1C, table 3, 1970.
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Table 2.1, Persons of Spanish Origin 65 years and Over-byk
Nativity and Type of Spanish QOrigin, 1970

- -Total Male | Fémale o

Number Percent - Number Percent Nunb’er Percent.

All Spanish Origin ,
Persons 65 and over | ‘ ST
Total.‘............ 1&014‘7270 ' .10000‘ 187,763 ‘ 100:0 2161507 100.0 C
~ Native born..... 210,049 52,0 95,663 51,0 114,386 - 52.8 .
Foreign borne... .- 194,221 48,0 -~ 92,100 " 49.0 102,121 k8,2

Mexican - L : R
Totaleeeesssseeses 188,563  100.0 91,646 . 100.0 - 96,917 100.0

Native bornese.. 77,830 41.3 38,802 42.3 = 39,028 40,3 -

Foreign born.... 110,733 58.7 52,844 577 - 57,889 59.7 -

Puerto Rican ‘ : S | PR
Total............. 3[&,180 1@.0 11&,1{82 160.0 - 19,6% ‘ 100.0

Native bOI’n..... ‘ 3, 191 903 . ‘ 1,520 10.5 1,671 B 8.5 R
Foreign bornescee 30, 989 90.7 ' 12, 962 ‘ 89.5 ’ 18, 027 ‘ 91.5 B ¢
Cuban : : R BN o N IR
Total.ooo.o,.o..... 35'066 -.100.0 13’621& 100.0 : 21,1[-42 : 100.0 . .
Native bornesee. 2,431 6.9 1,138 8a4 1,296 - 6.0 -
1.6 40,146 940

‘Foreign borneeee. ‘32,632 93.1 12,486 91.

-

Sourcc: Persons of Spanish Origin, Subject Report, PC(2)-1C, 1970,
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Table 2.7, Households with Spanish and Mexlcan Orlgln Heads
by Type of Household, March 1975. DR . :

T A1 Spaniéh Ofigin e Meﬁican Origin
Household by Type ' ‘ ,
’ . Total 65+ . - Total - 65+
A1l households (in 1,000's) 2,896 T ,;1',(,33' 152 |
Percentu.eesseeseseenons 100.0 100.C 1000 100.0
Primary familieSeeeesessess \ ‘85.0‘ o 70.0‘ B A 70'.4'
Husband-wif€eesseosossses 66,2 60.3 . 0 58.9
Other male heaé..o....,.. 3.1 1.6 3.3 | 2.8
Female headisseserrernins 158 8.1 . 13.0 8.8
‘Primary individualS.e...ese 15,0 . 30.0 3.3 29.6
Malesoesasnonccaronnoones 8.2 T 7.9 91
Female..........#........ 6.8 22.6 54 | . | 2.5

Source: Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 290, 1975.
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Table 3.1. Spanish Origin Persons 65 Years and Over by Belected
Educational Characteristics, 1975

Spanish Origin Persons 65+

i Total i
Population Total Hexican Other
Percent ctompleted less then
5 years of schoolecenscre ‘ .
MaleSieerernnensanenons 12.8 k1.5 58.8 - 18.3
Females....o..-.n--.-.- 9.7 l{-9-l{- 68.2 27.7
Percent completed k4 years
of high school or more...
Males.uo"-n-n.tna.-pn-.- 33-‘} 16-8 3.2 36.6
PmGIES.o-c-ut.no-.nor. 3605 12-8 3.9 23.8
Median school yearsc..:....
Maleb..--.--.....-!n-.. 603 . 3.1{- , ‘."'
FemaleS...-..-.....-... | 5.0 ‘ 206 801‘

Source: See Table: 2.2,
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Table 3.2. Spanish Origin Persons 65 Years and Over by Labor
Force Characteristics, U.S. and Southwestern States, 1970 1

— - .

Percent in the Percent Percent
‘Labor Force Unemployed = Full-time Workeres

Male Femsle Maie Female = 'Male Female

- ————y o y—t ~om—

Total Spanish'Origin ' | | -

United StatesSseccress ‘ 26.9 8.5 7.3 11.8 46.3 39.5
Mexican.iesssoses 33.5 Toly 7.7 12.4, 43.0 40.2
Puerto Ricanesees 22.4 ‘8.5 8.4 18.2 ~ 47.6 INAY S
Cuban»----.------ 22-7 5-5 8.0 17-6 58-2 1(2-8 t

Southwestern States

A‘l‘iz_ona. -}onocoo-.- 22'3" 9.9 2(2 11{-1‘ 53-8 h5'8
Nexican;(-otr-'ow 22.2 8'9 2'3 19-“ 52'5 55 3
Puel‘to R.tcanouocn . - - had - b -

lCL"ban...'-..»...-.-o - ~— ' - — o~ -

Californide.esssses 22,6 8.2 8.4 134 k2.5 35.6
Meﬁc&n........-- 23.0 7-8 ' 8-[} ' 1‘}-2 l}l-l{ 31‘-7
PueI’tO Rican---o- 19.8 5-7 27.1} - . 29-6 26.2
C\J.b&n...---.--‘--- . 32-6 2-7 4-3 5103 35-5 b8-7

ColoradOessececcccces 17.8 3.6 12.5 9.5 4.1 31.5
Mexican.seecessess 12.5 5.2 10.8 12.0 45.6 55,7
PueI‘tO Rican.eses X - - . - - T - .-
Cubano--------o.o- - - - - - -

New MexicOeeecosose 14.8 5.7 8.0 5.3 LOo.7 33.7
Me!d.ca.n..-o---'-.- 1 5 508 14..0 hend 37.9 3708
Puyerto Ricanseese - - . - - - - s
Cuban-o--.-o----- - hand . hand - ’ - - \.

TeXaSeeseessassnnne 26.9 5.8 7.3 7.3 bh.2 427
Mexi-can..-------. 26.9 - 7-1} 7.1} 1414,-1 ABOB
Puerto Rican.e... - - - - -~ -
Cubarl-o-.-.-o-'o-o - - - bl ke -

Source: See Table 2.1.
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Table 3.3. Spanish Origin Persons 65 Years and Over by Percent
in the Civilian Labor Force and Type of Residence, 1970 and

1974

-- atrnn . vt

1970 , 1974
Male Female Male Femsle

Total Spanish origin

United States.cocriesvoninrss 26,6 9.2 19.2 5.2
A1l Metropolitan Areas :
Totalessassvosccvsissaccons 26'9 . 9.9 .1902 3.9
In central citieSecescene 26,0 10.0 18.6 4.2
Outside central cities... 28.6 9.6 S - .

Metropolitan areas of
1,000,000 or more

In central cities.ccivasn 25.0

,Outside central cities... 26.7 8.8 - -
Metropolitan arees of
less than 1,000,000

In centrﬂ]. CitieSo eesveva 25 0'0 11. 1 - -
OQutside central cities... - - - -
A—ll Nonmetromlitﬂh..oo-oooo. 25.6 605 hand -
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Tabie ?.4. Persons of Spanish ‘Origin 65 Years and Over in the B

Civilian Labor Force by Sex and Standard Metropolitan
Statistical Areas, end Selected Places, 1970

- ‘ _ Percent in‘Labor,Foice'
- Male . Femgle

SMSA's "

v
-

'Albuquerque...-.......”.-......... ‘
Anaheim, Santa Ana, Garden Grove,,,
Brownsville, Harlingen, San Benito,
ChicagOeseesseccssisoscsscccsscccse
Corpus Christicecseecescccccesscess
DallaSeecctececescscesncscecsscscce
DenVer..........‘.,,..‘....'.....-.....
Detroitececcesosssecctsscccorsssnne
El P3SOsusscussesssrnrsrerioscarcns
FresnO.sscecioveaicncesonroncacanse
Houston, ccoinencocenrrciicroarannce
Jersey Cityioicesveoesticotosenanns
LaTed0eee:tecosccococrocossossasens
Los Angeles, Long Beachieeeeoooesss

. McAllen, Pharr, Edinburg.eccceeccese
‘Mlaml.................-..-.........
New York Cityeeeeeoccsorassoccscees
Oxnard, Ventur8ecceecccececcccesocscs
PhoeniXeeeseeveeocescossesccsccsocne
P‘ueblo...........-........-........
Sacramento........-......-....-....
San AntoniO.eescececscscessccccsose
San Bernadino, Riverside, Ontario..
San Di€RO. e esescosssassesosescsnoss
San Francisco-Oakland.eeesecessecss
San JOSC.iceceescscrescasesssccccsass
'I'lfcson.-..-......_..gc...........;.‘.
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Table h; Mean Earnings of Spanish Origin'Persons 65 or Over by Sex,
U.S. and Southwestern States, 1970 snd Low Income, 1974

- (in dollars)

. e . Coe ?uerto Rican
| A1l Spanish Origin Mexican Or1g1n‘ Origin

Male Female Male ‘ Fedale . Male ‘Female‘,g

———

A1l Spanish Originc.ces.es $n,234  $2,645 93,548 $2,A16 | $4,749 $3,061
AFiZona.eecsesresnensnns 3,201 2,24k 3,120 2,334 - -
CalifOrnia. eenseereseses . hy656 . 3,269 4,349 3,096 - -
CoLoradOsessvessennssacs 2,854 ~ - - —:
New MeXiconnesenrssssess 2951 3,259 230 - - -
Texas 2884 1,811 2,759 1,587 - -

" Percent with earnings of : o , S 1
$8,000 or mOre....--..-..- ' 9-5 . 018 ) 708 . 0.8 - - ‘

Percent below low-

income leveleescseercocccns ‘
’ Families.-----o--o-oo- - 2‘(—06 ' . 26.5

Unrelated individuals, - 33.7 35.8
Total 28.5 | "
Metropolitan Areas :
Total . ' : : 25.3
Inside central cities ‘ 28.3
Outside central cities . 20.8
- Nonmetropolitan areas | 42,2

Sources: See table 2.1; Current Pdgglatien‘ReEgggs;»Series P-6O, No. 102,
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Table 5. Reported Régistratibn and Voting"offSpanish Origin
Persons 65 Years and Over,by Sex, November 1976
(in thousands)
Males | ‘f " Females
65 to 75 years 65t0 . T5 yearsv"‘
Th and over T and over.
A1) Spanish Origin , R
in thousandSescecsosss 146 b5 157 65
Reported registeredseses - .69 16 - As" ''''' ',22
Percent-.--..........o Ll»703 - ’ 3009 o :
Re_ml’tEd votedecrescecee 57 6 » 38 ]6
Percentr'-r'.l'.oolroon\c\ 39’2 ‘ hand o ?Jul ! ' .
‘Reported thet they
did not vote ' :
TotalotOOO\OOCOOhotooo 89 . 39 119 ' 50
Pegistered.eaesssses. 12 o111 7
Not registeredeesees 77 29 108 43
DO not know. EEEREEN] 9 - l& S 10 . - 1 o ’ : . .‘

Source: Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 293, table 1, -
1974. ' o .




