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In Acpalachlan Kentucky, the adoption rate of new

 1deas and new practices in edication. tends to be slower because of

the provincialism and isolationism of the region. The- objectives of

this study were to determine which of the media--~radio, television; . .
2r reading material--is used most freqguently by the elementary and =

- seccndary teachers in Appalachian school systems. Also studied were

the types of programs and readlng materials used by teachers, prlme

radio listening and. television viewing times, proportion of

professional readlngs to total readings, and the types of reading
‘materials available to teachers. Seven conclusions were drawn from a
survey of teachers: (1) Television ranks first in Utlllaatlon,

reading second, and radio third, both in general utilization and .
.utilization w1th an education emphasis; (2) Prime radio lls+=n1ng

‘time 'is early mcrping and television viewing time, early evening; (3)

In. radlo,.telev151on, and readlng, teachers utilize general type

programs more. than those of an educational nature; (4) In educatioral
readings, teachers prefer general readings- to reseazch readlngS',(S)

/Teachers with greater amocunt of education read more educational
llterature, (6) Teachers with elementary preparation listened 'to more-
educational radio. and -viewed more television, -both general and
educational, than did those with secondary preparation. Those with
seccndary preraration did most general reading; (7) Teachers with
fewer years of teaching experience view more general telev151on, and
" the more experienced ‘teachers utilize more educaticnal radio, -
educatlonal telev151on, and profe551onal reaq1ngs. (JD).
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Purgose . B

The study énalfzes»the radio listening, television viewing; and read-
ing.habits of elementary and secondary teachers in the school systems of the
_Appalachian‘region of'Kentucﬁy. IThe épecific objectives of.fhefstydy Were:
| l.‘ To datermine which of.the three‘mediq; radio,lteleQiéion, ar réading
 material is used most frequently and for the longest period of time

by the elementary and secondary teachers in Appalachian school systems.

2. To determine the types of radio programs, television programs, and
* reading materials utilized by teachers. | ‘

-3, To deternine the prime radio listening and television viewing times.-

4. To determine the proportion of professional readings to total
readings, '

5, To deternine the types of reading materials available to teachers.

b}

Procedure -

CIn the spring of 1972, a random sdmple of one elémentary and one sccondary :

school per school district in each of the forty-nine counties of Appalachian

Ly
o
A

"Kentuéﬂy was selected for the purpose of this study. ~All teachers in the |

i
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- it was below .05 probability:

selected schools were asked to respond to the sur@eypform which was designed

o - . . _ .
to collect data necessary to reach the objectives of the study. A variety of

information was collected as to personal characteristics of the teachers as’
P h

well as their media utilization habits.

The study revolved around two central ideas.- The first was cohcerned

o

with determining the numbers and types of radio and television sets available

and'prime utilization time for these two media. This dgtérmination was simply

a matter of tabulating the data from the items conqerned with this and arrang-

ing the data in readeble form. The. second idea was to determine the amount of

time sepht in utilizing the three media; radio, télevision,land reading and to _.
investigate the tyﬁes of material which appeal to teachers. Subseguently
these data were related to personal or group characteristics of the teachers.

The chiésquare ﬁechnique was,embloyed_té test the different rélationships

. . . ! N . .
amony variables in the study. A relationship was considered significant if

. :

Fipdings and Interpretation

v

nges,ahd Locations of Radios
- Tne information onvradionwas divided as to types as AM or FM and as to
locations in the home, school, or classroom. . The number of AM radios available

to teachers was found to be 1877 or an average of 1.87 radios per teacher.

The ﬁumbcr of FM radios was 1083 for an average of 1.08 per teacher. 1In table

I7is presented the numbers and locaﬁions of the, two types of radios.

v
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TABLE I

TYPES OF RADIOS OWNED AND THEIR LOCATIONS - - !

TYPES
Location aM L L £ ‘ Totale
Home 935 B "84 o ; 1781
car 870 '_ o 199 . " 1069
Classroom . ‘_ 12 | : 38 ~£i§ |
Totals . 1877 ' o 1083 . 2960 ,[°

Types and Location of Televieion.Sets
Respondents wére asked to indicate the tyges and locations of teleVision'

' sets avafiable.- TeleVlSlon set types were divided as to black and Whlte or -
oolor and locatlons as to home or classroom. Table II gJVeS the responses to

'thls item. The average number of black and white television sets avallable'

wee 1.02 and color sets averaged .56.

TABLE II

| TYPES AND LOCATIONS OF TELEVISION SETS =

> .
TYPES : . . T
RS - T Black wid |
Location . ___Color ' . __ . White .. - Totals
" Home - 536 . ., " 614, 1150
CiasSroom 3 26 S ' 410 436
Totals 562 T U P 1115

P o -
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prime Times for ga4io ‘and Television
MWW
. { - ‘ . S : . '
'Tlme_cgtegoflﬁs cépcernLLg listening and viewing times-of radio and
television were p*e consistent in order to determine prime time slots for
' ) A . '

' these two media, The categOries were Structured to include before school,
durxing school, 128 afternoon,| early evening, and late evening.- These
categories were yAhged by\the respondents, the ranks were weignted, and a

A , ‘ .
L ;otal weighting g*Ven eachitimj slot. Figure:-I presentg this infofmation
. which shows the.GDNQﬂrisongbetween‘;adio and television as to prime utiliza-
tion time slots, i N 77
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Types of HaterialsQUtilized by'Teachers'

The teachers were asked to rank the types of readlng and programs
utlllzed in all three media; radlo, television, and readlng

were welghted and a weight aerived for each item In radio, it was found
that tne three most frequently utlllzed types Were news, music, and sports

in tnat order with educatlonal programs ranking seventh. In television,

variety,; news, and music were the top ranked items with educatinnal prograns

ranked sixth. . Each of these media had seven categories. In reading,
maga21nes and newsPapers constitUted'most of the teacher's reading. The
three types of magazines ‘most frequently read were general, profess1onal

Journals, and ‘home and fashlon 1n that order. When the types of educatlonal
readings Were cons1dered, it was found that teachers preferred general

readings to research read1ngs.

; i

Group Characteristics Related to Media Utilization

In oxder to determine target groups for the three media,. certain

characteristics of teachers were.related to the utilization of the three
‘media. The cnaracterlstlcs considered were sex, amount of. college prepara-

tlon, type of college preparatlon, and. number of years teachlng experlence.
g

These in turn were related to their media utlllzatlon hablts, fJ.rsL to the
;tnree media of a generaL nature and then to thoseaof an educatlonal nature.
’The types of preparatlon cons1dered Wert Llcmcntary or secondary programs.

.In Table III is shown_ the s1gn1f1cance found among ‘these varLaLles when ‘the

ch1 squdre technlque was used to test the relatlon hlps.. The table contalns

the Chl square values for the dlfferent relatlonshlps cons;dcred and the

N o
probablllty of obta1n1ng these values.

Asterlsks denote Values=With less
_ than .05 probabllity-and these;are_diSCussed_following the table.

’
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‘TABLE III

CHI SQUARE VALULS FOR TEACHLR CHARACTERISTICS

VS. 'MEDIA UTILIJATION HABITS

-]

2

“X© Values

. P
.Radio Listeninuy vs. Sex . 985 .804
Television Viewing .vs. Sex _ 12.045* . -007

" Reading vs. Sex ‘ s .033 £998
Educational Radio vs. Sex ~121 | . 941
Educational Television vs. Sex 11.961* .007
Educational Reading vs. Sex ©1.419 .491
Radio Listening «s. Amount of Training 1.886 ~.389
Television Viewing vs. Amnount of Training 4. 207 ° 122

iueadlng vs.. amount of Training - 3.451* _ .001

3 , BEducational Radio vs. Amount of. Tralnlng ©1.117 571

\Educational Television vs. Amount of Training 3.908 L141
Educational Reading vs. Amount of Training 14.598%* - .001
Radlo ‘Listening vs. Kind of College

: ’ Prcparatlon 2.596 272
| Television Viewing vs. Ylnd of College
\ Preparation ! 8.152* .016
i Reading vs. Kind of College Preparation 12.359* - .002
| Eaucational Radio vs. Kind of College . o b .
| Preparation T 14.837* .001
-\ ’Lducatlonal Telev1alon vs. Kind of College ' .
Praparation | , 6.946* - .001
\ﬂiEducatlondl Reading vs. hlnd of College L :
| Preparation ' 6.774* .033.
\ Radio Ll,tenlng vs. Years of Teachlng ) .
Experience .- 5 3.150 . 206
Television Viewing vs. Years of Teaching ' ,
Ehperience 19.349%* .001
Reading vs. Years of Teacning Experience 3.852 .146
.Educatioral Radio vs. Years of Teachlng :
Lxperience .' - '18.046* .001"
Educational Television vs.-Years of Teachlng o e
Experience : 10.153* .006
ducational Reading vs. Years of Teaching o : .
( prerlence- . 15.904* .001.
\ .
T ' 3
* p<.05
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By an examination of the individual tables from“ghich these values,

o : U ' : T ' ‘
were taken, several significant relationships were found. The data, when sex

v

was related to media utilization, showed that women vieked signifrcantly'more
television than did men, bothfgenera% television;and educational television.

Two relatibnships were found to be significant when amcunt of training was

related to media utlllzatlon, ShOWlng that those w1Lh more tralnlng do more
-readlng, both in general and educational.readings. 1In type of preparation, an
lnspection of.the tables revealeq.that those with elementary preparation.
listened to more eduéationalmr;aio:and viewaé'more television, both general and .

educational than did.those-withigecondary preparation. Those with secondary .
preparation did more generai-read}ng. In.fhe catggbry of educational reading,
‘tne findings were mixed and a distinct direction could not be determined.

Teachers with fewer years of teaching experience were shown to view more

general television, while the more experienced teachers -were shown to utilize:

i

" more educational radip, educational television, and'professionalGEeadings.

o Conclusions
a®. — om0

The déta'cqlléctea and analyzed in ‘this Study warrant certain definiee'

- conclusions which can be summed up in the follbwing statements:

1.. Of the three media, television ranks flrst in utlllzatlpn,\readlng ' o
o ~ranks second, and-radio ranks third, both in general utlglzatlon
.and in utilization w1th an education emphasis.
A
2. Tnc prlme radio 11stcn1ng time for teachers is early mornlng and
prlme telEVlalon vrewrng time is early evening.: _
o
3. 1In radio, television, and readlng, ‘teachers.utilize general type
programs more than those of. an educatlonal nature. s
0 : . 0
4. 1In educatlonal readlngs, teachers prefer general readlngs to research
readlngs. . :
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6. hs to extent of college preparatlon, those ‘with the greater
anount of education read more educational 11terature. : ) °

7. As-to klnd of preparatlon, those with elementary preparation ,
“listened to more educational radio and viewed more television,
both general and educational, than did those with secondary

. bPreparaticn., Those with secondary prepara*ion did more general
reading. : ) e . _ .

8. Teachers with fewar years of teaching experlence view more
general television and the more eaperienced teacnero utlllze
more educational radio, educational telev1slon, and professlonal
. . readings. . - ‘ T

Implications

Tne.study suggests certain implications for -those interésted in

£

a
s °

tc,acner° are lnterested in and pertinent lnformatlon could be lntegratea
into those areas of intere%t. Secmingly,‘the most effective way to’reach_\
teacners Qith'information_of_an eduoatiOnal nature is to build'this
infonnation into programs of a general nature.. By studylng the utlllzatlon‘”
o . :

nabxts of tue dlfferent categorles of teachers identified in tnls study,

progrdms'of special*fﬂterest could be better aimed at the recipient groups.

-

"This tould be done both by determlnlng the proper medla,'tlme slots, and

.

thc type programs which appeal to the groups.
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