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FOREWORD

This progress report takes a look at the activities planned, undertaken

and completed hv the Southern Rural Development Center for the period of

January 1, 1075 to December 31, 1975.

The Center is relatively just in its infancy, having begun operation

early in 197. During that first year of operation, SRDC largely occupied

itself with identifying, describing and categorizing priority needs. The

second year, the year covered by this report, the Center saw the fruit of

its ffrst-year efforts come to reality through orientation visits, regional

workshops, technical consultants, liaison efforts, publications and func-

tional networks. Each project undertaken has been based on appropriate ob-

jectives determined from priority rural development needs,

William W. Linder, Director

SRDC Series Publication No. 10
April 1976
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!;ix oF pLA (u- k,'01;!: or

fhe work ot the outhern rural Development Lcitter began early in

97:4, theretore in any new undertaljng of this nature the first

.oncerns were to set up an operational orgJniz.atIon through which academic

.ndeavor and field application could funnel and/or Like place. Funding

or the work of the Center organization has been made available through

ILL.: V 0 t this !:nral Development \et of 1972, Public Law 89-106 (Cooperative

States research K.rv ice) and the National Agricultural Library. Vital

support is also recL!ived from Alcorn State rniversity and Mississippi

:tate rniversity as the cosponsors of the regional Center.

Lducatc.rs and researchers ail ak:ross the South have long been

involved in rurL,1 development. Consequently recording what had taken

place and establishing what needed to he done became the second priority

ot the Center. Towards this end SRDC has compiled lists and summaries of

personnel, projects and publications .cerning rural development in the

region. These are discussed individually in the summary.

The third concern of the SRDC was ) establish regional cooperation

to synthesize research knowledge in pressing rural development areas.

lhe funding and operation of this effort is taking place under an emphasis

railed "Functional Networks.' It is through these networks that teams

of rese,2rchers and educators in the rural development profession are

currently concetraLing on nine crucial problems. These are discussed

in a separate section of this report.

OrientaLion Visits

In order to heLp build the base ot the organization of the Center,

orientation v.:sits are made t the ..ampuses of .che 27 land-grant institutions

7



! i, L.' , i put poses. ri rst hey

Jc(ivaint meH,ers tho !nd .;,mtom Hdris ot the institu-

(Joie. ,,ith the werl. tenter a:,ti t !iirough dialogue, into

!Ho prestat ind Lentor. econd, rhc,

Lent er, in turn, ..du noe dl'eu! the ins:Ittltions nod their werlt in

raiz; i I ,let..c'r .

Huri;; neven stdtcs vt,re ou. Orientation wos conducted

iqqh !he ind him Insti;utions in each t.dt_e visited, giving a

lotd1 oi instilLutLon,-; receiving visit. The stales

v .; i t were: Arl ansas G..orcia , t (A)1.1i.S Lind , Oklahoma, *i'exas;,

dnd Virt;fnia. OrientJt.ion visits wert.! HIplemented throut,th the Title V

Coordinator of each state. The actual orientation sessions were purposely

kept informal and lasted an averdge oL hours, with a slide presentation

used to introduce the work of the ,nter. Open discussion on the total

work of the Punter foLlowed, includintt such items as inventory of research

knowle4e, Extension educational prettrom, identification of rura1

development personnel, and functional networlt. The host universities

shared Title V efforts rural det-utp;rent.

i:eLtional Workshops

Title V of the ilural Developmcnt Act aufhorixes increased Extension-

icsearch communication, dialoitue, and joint prottramming. the 5apc has

hrought e-,:perts acro!-4s state line from vnrious disciplines to focus

on prohlems common to the region.

For example, rettionol .trout-;s Le:t.' long 'peen interested in issues of

Ln August of 1077) th,: con'ened a meeting of representatives

fro the Southern Land Nconomfts iLe:search Col.;;dittee, the Southern Extension

8



Pesource Development .

. . L Lt.'3.(.!cr i n Arn-
workshop in Leld...rsLip fo.-. Leaders in Community
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W!lf, tir4'.1111...1! 1"ri

!,,r 1 it 1 l t hi: work and ti:mpor I mice ol

ionH, invo m.s.id iii III Wive opmeut prot cc t i

l'!' dr.1 ltt,iiii

c mins dat I i ng m m,p1mmi

inc iL ; inetudcd t liern llcmm Iona I I ducat ion

ird :,out twin it mmm,,:t ii tot ic kis Ilmard , tm.Inmessem. l ley Aut boy Task

hern iltird imcve lopment , cont act s wl III non-- land m,1-.111t. co I legeu,

and rem; iona -t edera am.enc imis. Copies tit t he 'Tut urm et the Sou t h' ,

:,ummarv Imm.. tile Comm iss ion vii time Future of tin Soul h report: to t in :',Imt.iRmrn

Crowt ileard vam-, d ist rihill td. hous int", woi kshop ko-. sponsored

t h etwessce Va I miy Aut 'lout t v

n format ion hi ssem I not ion

ihstuit LI I progress toward amassing, puhl islittig and

it issvnain,it Lug information gathered in rura 1 (level opment throughout the

he Center has published or revised over the past year a number of
pub i cat ions et- interest to a varied audience. The Centet makes these

ava lib 1: I nee upon request . Some of these are to be updated in 1976

(nt irked wit it as I_ r sk.m

I

JI:dging f rom use mild tt ha( P. one of t he most va luab le in f ormat ion

p le:es the touter has p: mdud in the past year is Rural Development research

i.and--;;r ant I nst i tut ions in the South, printed in 197,'4, and again in 197).
I I i nm. Imnies r Let' summar ies of rural development research pro jects in tilt:

leg ion and researchers af fi I lac ions amid addresses . Researchers whose project s

appeared in the t i rst od it ion have been contacted for fut her information

(u apdtes, pr inted reports. etc. ) and other pro j areect s in which they invo 1 ved .
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ottice has been contacted tor .111 up-to-the-minute run ot com.

puterized cRlS repout:: ot now ongoinr re!;earch 101 inclw,ion ill the

1'111'1 Ion. I It her I CAW; .1 re !With', pt 1.110d !;..,:on,i edit Ion Lou 1

quite a !,it. larger than the tirst and more incIn;;Ive. It will he

irculoted to personnel In rurol development throughout the region.

..Tersonnel ia Pural Development

Persoanel in Rural Develonment hat-.., been another useful puhlicdtion

ut the SRDC. Fiist p:-Inted in l97:1, it has neen revised and up( ited in

and is undergoing another revision tor printing early it. ;976. The

list will e distributed to the rural ciey. !.opment personnel listed and

lo others needing such a full listing. publi.tion contains the

names of all people related to rural development in the Southern Region

and their address, telephone, position, percentage of time devoted to

Title V and whether the person is with Resear a or Extension.

Community Resource Development Publications

CRD Publications List was printed in early 1975 with input i,,m the

:-:outhern states and Puerto Rico. it includes all Extension and Research

publications relevant to rural development and describes their availablity.

lhe states submitted two copies of each of the publications l'_sted and

these, along with publications gathered for the bibliography search

(below), have been placed in a special collection in the Mitchell Memorial

Liahrary at Mississippi State University. This collection is to function

as a regional center for rural development information and publications.

The SRDC adds to the collection as new publications become available.

The MSU library is organizing the collection with assistance of catalor

cards supplied by the SRDC. 11
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inventory of Existing Extension Educational Programs

A variety of educational programs is being conducted by the Extension

Services throughout the South. A survey of these programs will provide a

brief summary of each to share with rural development personnel throughout

the region. The inventory will be one way of stimulating ideas concerning

rural development strategies and proced-lres. It wil. .elp get programs

underway without spending an excess amount of time "reinventing the wheel'.

It will also provide information on the scope and variety of rural devel-

opment educational programs being developed and will z....pear in print during

1976.

Analyzing Impacts of Community Development

A theoretical approach to measuring benefits of community development.

Researchers propose ways to evaluate program effectiveness. Published for

ESUSDA.

Program of Work

Specific information about the orgainzation, structure, funding,

and program goals of the SRDC are outlined. Major problem areas are identified

and relationship of.program of work to state plans of work are expressed.

Also, charts of the states' Title V plans of work are included.

*The Southern Rural Development Center

An attractive self-mailer pamphlet containing information about the

Center and its prupose, structure and plan of action.

*Annual Progress Report

Assesses activities planned and undertaken by the Southern Rural

Development Center during one year's time period.

13
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Research Needs In Rural Development

Recommendations of the Rural Development Task Force for ascertain-

ing research needs in the Southern Region and regional planning infor-

mation.

Rural Development Research and Education

Toward aiding dissemination of valuable and pertinent rural devel-

opment research and programming information throughout the Southern

Region, the SRDC in 1975 began preparation of a new quarterly magazine,

Rural Development Research and Education. The first issue will appear

in February 1976. The magazine features reports of ongoing research

and programs with emphasis on results and implications for change.

The magazine has generated quite a lot of interest within and out-

side of the southern region. The SRDC has received many requests for

subscrptions and sample copies from people involved in community

development, civic improvement, recreation planning, government, and a

variety of organizations and agencies working in rural development.

The first issue is intended as an introductory one, explaining the

work and goals uf the SRDC and the Functional Networks. A few Research

and Extension research reports are included,. Submissions for future

issues have also been received in quantityeven before the first issue

out. it appears that there is a need in the region for such a forum

in which to discuss research priorities and achievements.

Annual Evaluation

The evaluation of the plan of work for SRDC is a regular item on

14
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Board following a discussion of individual items. The items meriting

key interest with the Board during the past year were: orientation

visits, research inventory, inventory of rural development educational

programs, 3pp3intments of research Functiona: ,:etworks, training needs

survey, the list of rural development publications, and technical assistance.

Functional Networks

With primary support from Cooperative States Research Service

Special Funds (PL 89-106) and support of Title V staff and funds the

Center was abie to capitalize on the knowledge and work of the many

professionals in the region who have much to contribute to rural devel-

opment programs. This was acComplished by funding a unique emphasis

designed by SRDC called Functional Networks. Essentially the work of

the Functional Network is to lead groups of cooperating professionals in

pooling research expertise in a specific problem area.

Functional--means practical, useful, accountable.

Network--means cooperation, linkage, communication.

These are precisely the guidewords for the SRDC Functional Networks.

Nine have been or will be formed to give particular attention to one

area or sub-area of rural deve7.opment identified by the U.S. Department

of Agriculture. They are charged to answer the question, "What does

research tell us about ?" by synthesizing available

research knowledge. The answers will tell what we know and what we need

to know.

The Networks will prepare publications, based on the results t.

find, for various audiences--from information sheets for the general

public to detailed research reports for fcllow professionals. The SRDC

will publish these reports.

15



-10--

Also, the SRDC will sponsor workshops for professionals and agencies or

groups working in these areas of rural development to acquaint them with

this base of knowledge.

Fach Network is headed by a Center Associate, who submitted the

original proposal. He coordinates research work and reports on progress

to the SRDL. The Center Associate pulls together recognized experts in

his field of inquiry from across the region to form the Functional

Nutwork.

Three Networks have been in operation since mid-1975, after the

first call for proposals was issued. Four additional Networks have been

funded and two will be flJnded pending receipt of FY 76 funding.

The three Networks already in full operation involve 24 professionals,

9 states, 11 disc: ;es, 9 1862 institutions, 5 1890 institutions,

and 2 others, 9 researchers, 12 Extension personnel, 14 land-grant

institutions, and 2 non-land-grant institutions. These are:

Land Use Issues

Under the direction of Dr. Burl Long at Virginia Polytechnic

Institute and State University, this Network is conducting an 'Inventory

and Appraisal of Research Concepts, Methods, and Results in Land Use

Issues.' Eight other Network members come from five states. The

Network haJ developed a cataloging system for research, has held meetings

to set priorities, and has begun extensive information gathering and

computer search efforts.

Citizen Participation in Rural Development

Under the co-leadership of Dr. Donald E. Voth (of the Department of

Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology) and Mr. William Bonner

(Chairman of the Division of the Community Affairs of Extension Service)



of the University of Arkan.las, this Network is synthesizing research on

'Citizen Participation in Rural Development. This gioup of four other

members from four states has met three times ia FY 1975 and will present

a panel based on their findiags at the February meetings of the Souther-a

Association of Agricultural Scientists. This N2twork is focusing uPon

two types of citizen paricipation:

(1) #-,hat sponsored by agencies and org_nizations, and

(2) that sponsored by formal voluntary organizations, with a
secondary emphasis upon political participation.

Evaluation of Research Literature

The third Functional Network deals with 'Evaluation Research Liter-

ature for Rural Development in the Southern Region.' Under the direction

of Dr. Arthur G. Cosby, of Texas A & M University, the Network includes

eight other members from eight institutions. This Network, too, has

conducted extensive information searches and has held a workshop meeting.

The Network has begun publication of a newsletter aimed at providing

timely and relevant information for rural development practitioners,

program developers, and researchers.

It is a mechanism for sharing information, sources, and ideas

pertinent to evaluation of rural development, and includes a regular

"evaluation forum' devot9H -o coMments, suggestions, and reaction.

Four other Networks getting underway are:

Functional Network Center Associate

Small Farm Operations Dr. W. Arden Cdlette
Assistant Agricultural Economist
G120 McCarthy Hall
University of Florida
Gainesville, Florida 32611

17



IndusE'rialization of Rural Areas

Health Care and Rural Development

Educational Needs Projection and
Rural Development

Dr. Eldon D. Smith
Professor of Agricultural Economics
University of Kentucky
Lexington, Kentucky 40506

Dr. R. David Mustian
Department of Sociology and
Anthropology

North Carolina University
Raleigh, North Carolina 27607

Dr. Gerald C. Wheelock
Associate Professor
Department of Agribusiness Education
Alabama A & M University
Normal, Alabama 35706

Two additional networks to be funded pending receipt of FY 76 funds are:

Synthesis of Research Results
Relevant to the Impact of
Governmental Transfer Payments
of Human Resource Development

Community Services
(a) Solid Waste Services
(b) Financing

Dr. E. Evan Brown
Department of Agricultural Economics
Livestock-Poultry Building
University of Georgia
Athens, Georgia 30602

Dr. Michael S. Salkin
Assistant Professor
Agricultural Economics
Oklahoma State University
Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074

As the nine Networks get de6p1y into their research synthesis in
1976, the SRDC will a
1976, the SRDC will assist in printing publications to report their

results, leading workshops for involved professionals and educators, and

delving further into the process of 'knowing What need to know.

The SRDC has distributed press releases descri1,in7, the work of each

of the Functional Networks to acquaint personnel in rural development
.

throughout the region with these ongoing projects. At its periodic

meetings the Board of Directors reviews the progress of the Networks and

recommends ideas to the Director.

18



SUMMARY

During its first complete year of operation, the Southern Rural

Development Center has made measurable progress toward meeting high-

priority needs for knowledge and assistance. During 1975:

*Orientation related to the work of SRDC was conducted at both the

1892 and 1890 land-grant institutions in Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky,

Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas and Virginia, compiling a total of 14 visits

to institutions.

*Workshops to help bridge the gap in counicaticn between Research

and Extension were conducted in areas such as land use, youth aspirations,

and liousing.

*SRDC has underwritten the expenses of key rural development personnel

to serve as technical consultants to different phases of work being

accomplished in rural development.

*The base of rural development knowledge has been broadened through

extensive publications compiling centralized sources of information,

publications assistance and research expertise. To date there are

eleven publications either printed, being revised or in the process of

being printed.

*Nine Functional Networks have been or will be formed to give par-

ticular attention to one area or subarea of rural development. It is

the work of these Networks to lead groups of cooperating professionals

in pooling research expertise.
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?card of Directors

The Southern Rural Development Center Board of Directors is composed of

9 individuals representing the State Agricultural Experimlent Stations, the

State Cooperative Extension Services and private industry. During 1975, the

Board met on two occasions, May 22 and November 10, at- the Atlanta Hilt n Inn

in Georgia and the Marriott Motor Hotel in Houston, Texas respecti-Ay. The

Board serves as the policy f=aiating ana program directing body for the work

execeed through th D. otcrk. The Board of Directors is made up

of the F.)1lowing individuals;

Mr. Sam H. Booker
Vice-President for Marketing
Alabama Fewer Company
600 North 18th Struet
Birmingham, Alabama 35202

Dr. W. M. Bost, Chairman
Director of Extension
P. O. Box 5446
Mississippi State, MS 39762

Dr. Charles P. Ellington
Director ot Etension
University of Georgia
Athens, Georgia 30601

Dr. Jarvis E. Miller
Director of Experimen, Station
Texas A & M Univer.sity
College Station, Texas 77843

Dr. S. J. Parker, Dean
Division of Agriculture

and Teehneioy7
University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601
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Dr. John L. Ragland
Associate Director of Extension
University of Kentucky
Lexington, Kentucky 40506

Dr. A. D. Seale, Jr.
AssociaLe Director
Agricultural Experiment Station
Mississippi State University
Mississippi State, Mississippi 39762

Dr. John W. Sites
Dear for Research
Agricultural Experiment Station
University c,f Florida
Gainesville, Florida 32601

Dr. Winfred Thomas, Dean
School of Agriculture
and Envir,,smental Science -

Alabama Agricultural and
Mechanical University

Normal, Alabama 37562


