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Included in this second annual report on the Southern

Rural LCevelorment Center's (SRDC) 1974-75 plan of work are data re:
orientation visits; regional workshops; technical consultants;
liaison with regional agencies and organizations; information
dissemination; annual evaluation; functional networks in the areas of
lard use issues, citizen participation in rural development,
evaluation of research literature, small farms' operations,
industrialization of rural areas, health care and rural development,
@ducational needs projection and rural develcpment, synthesis of
rasearch results relevant to the impact of governmental transfer
payments of human resource development, and cormunity services. Among
"the SRDC accomplishments cited in this report are: SKLC orientations
ccnducted at bcta the 1892 and 1890 land-grant inst.i*utiors in
Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas, aid Virginia
(14 visits in all); workshops bridging the gap in communication
between research and extension conducted in land use, youtn
aspirations, and housing; key rural development personnel hosted by
SRLCC to serve as technical consultants to different rural development
interests; 11 SRuC publications either printed, being revised, or in
the process cf being rrinted; 9 functional networks being formed to
give particular attention to an area or subarea of rural development.
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FOREWORD

‘

Fhis progress report takes a look at che activities planned, undertaken
and completed by the Southern Rural Development Center for the period of
January 1, 197% to December 31, 1975,

The Center is relatively just in its infancv, having begun operation
early in 1974, During that first vear of operation, SRDC largely occupied
itself with identifving, describing and categorizing priority needs. The
second vear, the vear covered bv this report, the Center saw'the fruit of
its first-vear efforts come to realitv through orientation visits, regional
wvorkshops, technical consultants, liaison efforts, publications and func—
tional networks. Fach preject undertaken has been based on appropriate ob-

jectives determined from prioritv rural development needs,

WWZ/a%ir,w&v

William W, Linder, Director

SRDC Series Publication No. 10
April 1976
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RENTIW OF PLAN OF WOk tol 1901900

e work ot the scuthern Bural Development Center began varly in
FO7a, theretore as in any uew undertaking of this nature the fivst
conceras were to sel up o an operational orpganization through which academic
cudeavor and ticld application could funnel and/or take place. Funding
tor the work of the Center vrganization hag been made available through
Title Voot this Rural bevelopment \et of 1972, Public Law 89-106 (Cocperative
States Rescarch service) and the Sational Agricultural Library. Vital
support is also recsived trom Atcorn State Undversity and Mississippi
State njvers ity as the cosponsors of the Regional Coenter.,

Fducaters and rescarvchers ‘all across the South have long Leen
involved in rurel development. Consequently recording what had taken
place and establishing what nceded to be done became the second priority
ot the Center. Towards this end SRDC has compiled lists and summaries of
personnel, projects and publications cerning rural development in the
region. These are discussed individually in the summary.

The third concern or the SRDC was ‘' establish regional cooperation
to svnthesize resecarch knowledge in pressing rural development areas.

The funding and operation of this effort is taking place under an emnhasis
cralled "Funectional Networks.,' IU is through these networks that teams

of reseorchers and educators in the rural development profession are
currently concentrating on nine crucial problems. These are discussed

in a separate section of this report.

Oricentation Visits

In crder to help build the base ot the organizaticn of the Center,

orientation visits are made teo the campuses of the 27 land-grant institutions

o /
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(T R PRV S I PYRS IR IVRNEI SR TIN P o vt o o b o posaes . Plrsty 'hl"_‘\'
degrorint members o the Hescearch o Do nston Starts o of the dnstitu-
Clote with the wert o or the Conter end cot npaty throuph diajopue, Into
Phoe predent aemicitre s ad Uarare o tan o e Centor, Second, the
Pentory o tarn, can Boow omere o abowt the dnusiaitutions and thelir wore in
vier el deve topreent

Parte P97 0 meven states were visobeds Orientation was condueted

.
at oboth the Thnd and R0 donstitatiens in evach state visited, giving a
total or DY institutions veceiving an oricetation visit,  The states
visited werv:s Arbansas, Georeda, ootacky, Loulsiana, Oklaboma, Texas,
and Vivginia.  Oricatation visits were implemented through the T;tlw v
Coordinator of each state.  The actual orientation sessions were purposely
kept intormal and Tasted an averase ol %5 hours, with a silide presentation
used to introduce the work of the «onter. Open discussion on the total
work ot the Center followed, including such items as inventory of research
knewlodge, Exteonsion cducational provrams, identitfication of rural
development personnel, and functional netwoerks.  The host universities

shared Title V oertorts on rorval Jdeveloprent,

Regional Workshops

Title Voot the Raral Developrment Aet anthorizes increased Mxtension-
Roesoarch comnunication, dialopue, and jornt programming.  the SRDC has
Brouaght expuerts across state lines aod from varioons disciplines to focus
o problems common to the reglon.,

Far cxample, repional crours bave tong been interested in issues of

Pand use, o Augast of 1975 the SEDC convened a meeting of representatives

frowr the Southern Lond Feonemics Bescareh Committee, the Southern Dxtension

ERIC 3
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Ertorts te atilice the work and expericnce of a0, menctes ol organt

Sobs oconstantiy bheing cuplored,

satdens o iovelved inoraral developrent progject:
L]

Coptavts duridne this past yvear included the Southern Revtonal Pducat 1on

Beardy Southern Growth Policies Board, Femnesson Valley Authority, Task
oo scuthera aral Pevolopment, contacts with non-land prant collepgen
and recional-tedvral aroncies, Copics of the "Future of the south' . .
supmary beothe Commission on the Puture of the South report to the Southern
Growth Policices Board was distributed. N housing wor kshop wias co-sponsored

with fcnuessee Valiey Authority,

tion Disscimination

SEDC has made substantinl progress toward amassing, publishing and
Jisseminoting information pathered in rural development throughout the
outie The Center has published or revised over the past year a number of -
pubiications of interest to a varied andience. The Center makes these
Available free upon request.  Some of these are to be updated in 1976

(mareed with asterisk),

Ruran developmoent Rescarch
Fdwiny Urom use and fee hack, one of the most valuable infornat fon

pleves the Center has pe ~duced in the past vear is Rural Development Research

at Land~Grant Institutions in the South, printed in 1975, and apain in 1975,

e inviudes briet summaries of rural development rescarch projects in the
recion and researchers' atfiliations ard addresses.  Rescarchers whose projucts
appeared in the Cirst edition have been contacted for further information

(updates, printed reports, ete.) and other projuects in which they are invoelved.

Q 1 ()
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e CSBRS ottice hay been contacted tor an up-te-the-minute run ol cope
puterized CRIS reports of new onpoiue rescarch tor fuceluaston in the
pubdication,  other leads are bedne parsaed. The second edition should
be qulite o bit Jarper than the tirst and more {nclas!ve. 1t will bhe

circulated to personnel In orural development throughout the replon.

“Personnel in Nural Development

Persoanel in Rural Development has been another useful publication
of the SROC,  First printed in 1974, 1t has peen revised and upcated In
P05 and is underyodng another revision tor printing early fn (9760 The
st owill be distributed to the rural dev lopment personnel listed and
Lo others needing such a full listing. . publicotion contains the
names ot atl people related to rural development in the Southern Region

and their address, telephone, position, percentage of time devoted to

Title V oand whether the person is with Resear n or Extension.

Community Resource Development Publications

CRD Publications List was printed in early 1975 with input i.-m the

southern states and Puertoe Rico. tt includes all Extension and Research
publications relevant to rural development and describes their availablitw,
ihe states submitted two copies of each of the publications lilsted and
these, along with publications gathered for the bibliography search
{(below), have been placed in a special collection In the Mitchell !Memorial
Liabrary at Mississippi State Universitv., This collection is to function
as a regional center for rural development information and publications.
The SRDC adds to the collection as new publications become available.

The MSU library is organizing the collection with assistance of cataloy

Q- 11
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Inventory of Pxisting Fxtension Educational Programs

A variety of educational programs is being conducted by the Extension
Services throughout the South. A survey of these pregrams will provide a
brief summary of each to share with rural development personnel throughout
the region. The inventory will be one way of stimulating ideas concerning
rural development strategies and procedires. It wil. .elp get programs
underway without spending an excess amount of time 'reinventing the wheel'.
It will also provide information on the scope and variety of rural devel-
opment educational programs being developed and will o 'pear in print during

1976.

Analyzing Impacts of Community Development
A theoretical approach to measuring benefits of community development.

Researchers propose ways to evaluate program effectiveness. Published for

ES-USDA.

Program of Work

Specific information about the orgainzation, structure, funding,
and program goals of the SRDC are outlined. Major problem areas are identified
and relationship of: program of work to stute plans of work are expressed.

Also, charts of the states' Title V plans of work are included.

*The Scouthern Rural Development Center

An attractive self-mailer pamphlet containing information about the

Center and its prupose, structure and plan of action.

*Annual Progress Report

Assesses activities planned and undertaken by the Southern Rural

Q Development Center during one year's time period.
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Research Needs 1n Rural Development
Recommendations of the Rural Development Task Force for ascertain-
ing research needs in the Southern Region and regional planning infor-

mation.

Rural Development Research and Education

Toward aiding dissemination of valuable and pertinent rural devel-
opment research and programming information throughout the Southern
Region, the SRDC in 1975 began preparation of a new quarterly magazine,

Rural Development Research and Education. The first issue will appear

in February 1976. The magazine features reports of ongoing research
and programs with emphasis on results and implications for change.

The magazine has generated quite a lot of interest within and out-
side of the southern region. The SRDC has received many requests for
subscriptions and sample copies from pecple involved in community
development, civic improvement, recreation planning, government, and a
variety of crganizations and asgencies working in rural development.

The firsc :issue is intended as an ;ntzoductory one, explaining the
work and goals of the SRDC and the Funcrional Networks. A few Research
and Extension research reports are included . Submissions for ftuture
issues have also been received 1in quantity——éven before the first issue

out. Lt appears that there is a need in the region for such a forum

in which to discuss research priorities and achievements.

Annual Evaluation

The evaluation of the plan of work for SRDC is a regular item on

14
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joard following a discussior of individual.items. The items meriting
key interest with the Board during the past yvear were: orientation

visits, research inventory, inventory of rural development educational
programs, appointments of research Functional .etworks, training needs

survey, the list of rural development publications, and technical assistance.

Functional Networks

With primary support from Cooperative States Research Service
Special Funds (PL 89-106) and support of Title V staff and funds the
Center was abie to capitalize on the knowledge and work of the many
professionals in the region who have much to contribute to rural devel-
opment programs. This was accomplished by funding a unique emphasis
designed by SRDC called Functional Networks. Essentially the work of
the Functional Network is to lead groups of cooperating professionals in
pooling research expertise in a specific problem area.

Functional--means practical, useful, accountable.
Network~-means cocperation, linkage, communication.

These are precisely the guidewords for the SRDC Functional Networks.
Nine have been or will be formed to give particular attention to one
area or sub-area of rural development identified by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture. They are charged to answer the question, "What does

research tell us about ?" by synthesizing available

research knowledge. The answers will tell what we know and what we need

to know.

The Networks will prepare publications, based on the results t’
find, for various audiences--from information sheets for the general
public to detailed research reports for fcllow professionals. The SRDC

will publish these reports.
15

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-10-

Also, the SRDC will sponsor workshops for prcfessionals and agencies or
groups working in these areas of rural development to acquaint them with
this base of knowledge.

Fach Network is headed by a Center Associate, who submitted the
original proposal. He coordinates research work and reports on progress
to the SRuL. The Center Associate pulls together recognized experts in
his field of inquiry from across the region tc form the Functional
Network,

Three Networks have been in operation since mid-1975, after the
firsc call for proposals was issued.' Four additional Networks have been
funded and two will be funded pending receipt of FY 76 funding.

The three Networks already in full operation involve 24 professionals,
9 states, 11 disc. ' .es, 9 - 1862 institutions, 5 - 1890 institutions,
and 2 others, 9 researchers, 12 Extension personnel, 14 land-grant

institutions, and 2 non-land-grant institucions. These are:

Land Use Issues

Under the direction of Dr. Burl l.ong at Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University, this Network is conducting an 'Inventory
and Appraisal of Research Concepts, !Methods, and Results in Land Use
Issues." Eight other Network members come from five states. The
network has 4eveloped a cataloging system for research, has held meetings
to set priorities, and has begun extensive information gathering and

computer search efforts.

Citizen Participation in Rural Development

Under the co-leadership of Dr. Donald £. Voth (of the Department of
Ayricultural Economics and Rural Sociology) and Mr. William Bonner 1.6

(Chairman of the Division of the Community Affairs of Extension Service)
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vf the University of Arkansas, this Yetwork is syvnthesizing research on
“Citizen Participation in Rural Development.’® This group of four other
members from four states has met three times in FY 1975 énd will present
a panel based on their findiags at the February meetings of the Souther
Association of Agricultural Scientists. 7This Network is focusing upon
two types of citizen parvicipation:

(1) «that sponsored by agencies and org.nizations, and

(1) that sponsored by formal voluntary organizations, with a
sccondary emphasis upon political participation.

Evaluation of Research Literature

The third Functional Network deals with 'Fvaluation Research Liter-
ature for Rural Development in the Southern Region.' Under the direction
of Dr. Arthur G. Cosby, of Texas A & M University, the Network includes
eight other members from eight institutions. This Network, too, has
conducted extensive information searches and has held a workshop meeting.
The Network has begun publication of a newsletter aimed at providing
timely and relevant information for rural development practitioners,
program developers, and researchers.

[t is a mechanism for sharing information, sources, and ideas
pertinent to evaluation of rural development, and includes a regular

"evaluation forum" devoted -0 comments, suggestions, and reaction.

Four other Networks getting underway are:

Functional Network Center Associate

Small Yarm Operations Dr. W. Arden Cdlette

Assistant Agricultural Economist
G120 McCarthy Hall

University of Florida
Gainesville, Florida 32611

ERIC 17
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Indusfrialization of Rural Areas Dr. tldon D. Smith

r’rofessor of Agricultural Economics
University of Kentucky
Lexington, Kentucky 40506

Health Care and Rural Development Dr. R. David Mustian

Department of Sociology and
Anthropology

North Carolina University

Raleigh, Norih Carolina 27607

Educational Needs Projection and Dr. Gerald C. Wheelock

Rural Development Associate Professor

Alabama A & M University
Normal, Alabama 35706

Two additional networks to be funded pending receipt of FY 76 funds are:

Synthesis of Research Results Dr. E. Evan Brown
Relevant to the Impact of Department of Agricultural Economics
Governmental Transfer Payments Livestock~Poultry Building
of Human Resource Development University of Georgia

Athens, Georgia 30602

Community Services Dr. Michael S. Salkin
(a) Solid Waste Services © Assistant Professor
(b)”Financing Agricultural FEconomics

Oklahoma State University
Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074

As the nine Networks get deéply into their research synthesis in
1976, the SRDC will a A
1976, the SRDC will assist in printing publications to report their
results, leading workshops for involved professionals and educators, and
delving further into the process of '"knowing what ‘2 need to know.'

The SRDC has distributed press releases describin~ the work of each
of the Functional Networks to acquaint personnel in rural development
throughout the region with these ongoing projects. At its periodic

meetings the Board of Directors reviews the progress of the Networks and

recommende ideas to the Director.

18
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SUMMARY

During its first complete year of operation, the Southern Rural
Development Center has made measurable progress toward meeting high-
priority needs for knowledge and assistance. During 1975:

*Orientation related to the work of SRDC was conducted at both the
1892 and 1890 land-grant institutions in Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas and Virginia, compiling a total of 14 visits
to institutions.

*Workshops to help bridge the gap in c¢<:unicaticn between Research
and Extension wevre conducted in areas such as land use, youth aspirations,
and housing.

*SRDC has underwritten the expenses of key rural development personnel
to serve as technigal consultants to different phases of work being
accomplished in rural development.

*The base of rural development knowledge has been broadened through
extensive publications compiling centralized sources of infofmation,
publications assistance and research expertise. To date there are
eleven publications either printed, being revised or in the process of
being printed.

#*Nine Functional Networks have been or will be formed to give par-
ticular attention to one area or subarea of rural development. It is
the work of these Networks to lead groups of cooperating professionals

in pooling research expertise.

19
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Roard of Directors

The Southern Rural Development Center Board of Directors is composed of
Y individuals representing the State Agricultural Experiment Stations, the
State Coeoperative Extension Services and private industry. During 1975, the
Board met on two occasions, May 22 and November 10, ar the Atlanta Hilt a Inn
in Georgia and the Marriott Motor Hotel in Houston, Texas respecti- -ly. The
Board serves as the policy frrmalating anu program directing bodyv for the work
execuvted through the SELT e plan of work. The Board of Directors is made up

of the frllowing individuals:

Mr. Sam H. Booker Dr. John L. Ragland
Vice-President for Marketing Associate Director of Extension
Alabama Fcwer Companv University of Kentucky

600 North 18th Street Lexington, Kentucky 40506

Birmingham, Alabama 35202
: Dr. A. D. Seale, Jr.

Dr. W. M. Bost, Chairman Associate Dirvector

Director of Extension Agricultural Experiment Station

P. 0. Box 35%46 Mississippi State University
Mississippi State, MS 39762 Mississippi State, Mississippi 39762
Dr. Charles P. Ellington Dr. John W. Sites

Director ot Extension Dear for Research

University of Georgia Agricultural Experiment Station
Athens, Georgia 30601 Universitv of Florida

Gainesville, Florida 32601
Dr. Jarvis F. Miller .

Director of Experimen+ 5tation Dr. Winfred Thomas, Dean

Texas A & M University School of Agriculture

College Station, Texas 77843 and Envir. mental Science -
Alabama Agricultural and

Dr. $. J. Parker, Dean Mechanical University

Division of Agriculture Normal, Alabama 37562

and Technolioer
University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601
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