DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 135 u98 PS 009 142
AUTHOR Keller, Ann; And Others

TITLE Dimensions of Self-Concept in Preschool children.
PUE DATE Mar 77

NOTE 7p.; Faper presented at the biennial meeting of the

Society for Research in Child Development (New
Orleans, louisiana, March 17-20, 1977)

EDRS PRICE MF-30.83 HC-$1.67 Plus Fostage.

DESCRIPTORS *Activities; *Body Image; *Early Childhood Education;
Interviews; *Preschool Children; Questionnaires;
*Self Concept; Self Evaluation

AESTIRACT
Self-descriptive data from 48 childien; 8 male and 8

female 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds, indicated the salience of activity as
a dimension of the preschooler's self-concept. Analysis ¢f responses
to the 2 post open-ended measures yielded 9 response categories:
actions, relationshifps, body-image, possessions, personal labels,
gender, age, evaluation, and personal characteristics and
preferences; but only responses in the action category shkowed
relatively bigh frequency and stability. All age groups also showed
significantly greater preference for action rather than body-referent
statements. (Authcr/MS)

36 3 2 3k o 303Kk ok ok 30k 3 3 ok ok koo 3k ok ok ok ok ok 3k ook ook ok ok ok oK ok 3k ok 3k 3k 3k 3 oK ok 3k ok oKk ok 3k o 3k 3k ok ok sk 3k ok ok ok ok 3k ok ok ok ok 3k ok ok oK
Documents acquired by ERIC ‘nclude many informal unpublished
materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort
to oktain tke best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal
reprcducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality

of the micrcfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available
¥ via the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not
* responsible for the guality of the original document. Reproductions

* supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original.
ke 33k ok ok ok ok 3k 3k 3k o ok 3k 9k 2 3k ok 3k ok ok ok Kok 3k o 38 Kok 3ok 3k ok 3ok o sk 3k ok 3k ok ok ok ok ok 3k 3Kk 3k K 3k ok 3k 3K ok ok ok 3k ok 3k ok sk ok ok ok sk ok sk ok ek

# O % X ¥

*

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*



155498

€2

PS 009142

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO.

OUCED EXACILY AS RECEIVED FROM

US DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. THE PERSON OR ONGANIZATION ORIGIN.

EOUCATION & WELFARE ATING IT POINTS OF vIEFW OR OPINIONS

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE.

EQUCATION SENTOFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE QF
EDUFATION POSITION OR POLICY

Dimensions of Self-Concept in Preschool Children
Ann Keller LeRoy H, Ford, Jr. John A, Meacham
State University of New York at Buffalo

Abstract

Self-descriptive data from 48 children, 8 male and 8 female
3=, 4=, and 5-year-olds, indicated the salience of activity
as a dimension of the pieschooler's self=concept, Analysis
of responses to the 2 most open-ended measures ylelded 9
responsé categories: actlons, relationships, body-image,
possessions, personal labels, gender, age, evaluation, and
personal characteristics and preferences; but only responses
in the action category showed relatively ﬁigh frequency and
stabiiityv All age groups also showed significantly greater

preference for action- than for body-referent statements,



Dimensions of Self-Concept in Preschool Children
Ann Keller LeRoy H. Ford, Jr. John A. Meachanm
State Unlversity of New York at Buffalo
There 1s an extensive literature in the self-concept
area within which three general characteristics can be noted,
Pirst, an almost exclusive restriction to study of self-concept
in school age children and adults, second, an emphasis on the

evaluative or self-esteem component almost to the exclusion

of concern with the developing content of self-descriptions,
and third,--while the question of the content of the young
child's self-concept has not been addressed directly--there
has been at least an implicit according of primacy in self-
'conception to body~-image in theoretical conceptions from the
time of William James to the present,

The goal of the present study was twofold: first, to
describe the content of the preschool child's self-éoncept,
and. second, to test an alternative to the hypothesis of
body~imag~ salience in self-concept., Our hypothesis--that
perceived action competencies may be a major feature of the
young child's self-concept=~was suégested by consideration of
some recent research in language development which indicates
that the dynamic aspects of the child's environment are the
iirst to be conceptualized by him, by Erikson's theory which
suggests centrallty of actlon components in early self-definition,
and by Charles Horton Cooley's theory in which awareness of

efforts to control objects 1s regarded as basic to early'

gself-feeling,
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The study, then, investigated two questions: first,

what are the dimensions which 3-to-S5-year-olds use to de-

soribe or define themselves, and second,; is activity or is

body-image a primary component of the preschooler's self-concept,
Method

Forty-elght children, eight male and eight female 3-, 4,
and S5-year-olds, were tested individually by the same experl-
menter and, to determine stability, were retested after a mean
interval of 6 weekss

Pour self-concept measures were used, selected to include
a variety of procedures ranging from an unstructured open-
ended interview procedure tp a structured questionnaire., 1In
the interview, the child was asked for statements which would
be "best" to include in something the experimenter would write
"to tell about you." 1In the second procedur:, the child was
asked to complete in as man& ways as possible first the sen-
tence (Mary) is ____ and then the slightly more structured
(Mary) is a girl who____. The wording for the rirst two
measures was chosen to minimize any possible biasing of the
child's responses toward action or 5ody statementss In the
third measure, a more dirsctive procedure, trree types of
prompts were used,’ Each series.was started, in the form of
an experimenter self-description and question to the child,
with the following respective prompts: %I can walks Can you
walk? What else can you do?" "I am happy., etc.” "I have a

face,, etcs" The fourth measure, a fully-structured question-
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naire designed to directly compare preference for action-
referent vs body-referent self-descriptions, consisted of
15 sentence palrs, each of which included one body-description
item and one statement regarding an activity children can
perform,' The child was asked to select the one sentence from
each palr which was "best" to include in what was to be written
about him/her,
Results

Por the first three measures all response protocols were
inspected by the experimenter and responses were judged to
fall into the following nine categories: actions, subdivided
into habitual acts, acts of competence, and helping and obe-
dient acts, adult and peer relationships, body-image, possessions,
personsl labels, gender, age, evaluation, and personal charac-
teristics and preferences, Twenty randomly selected protocols
were analyzed independently by a second coder and inter judge
agreement was 97%.. Responses to the questionnaire were scored
for number of action-statement cholcesg

The major findings of the study were the following: Due
to low frequencies of responding to the first two measures,
requnses to these measures were combined for analysis, The
greatest percentage of responses to the first two measures
for both test and retest fell within the action category for
both boys and girls in each age group, with response frequencies
in the remaining categories being low and variable, Response

frequencies to the I can-I am-I have measure, over all age
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groups, were greatest in the action and body-image categories,
A test of the difference between thess two categories was not
significant on test 1; but test 2 analysis did show a main
effect of response category, with aotlion beilng greater than
body-image response frequencies for ail age groups.’

For the body/action choice, analyses of Tariance showed
no age or sex effects. Groups were therefore collapsed; and
a correlated sample t test indicated significantly greater
frequency of action-statement choices for both tests 1 and 2,

Pearson product-moment correlation coefficients were cal-
culated to determine test-retest stability., Since in measures
1l and 2 only the action category, and in measure 3 only action
and body-lmage categories represented a consistently substan-
tial proportion of total response frequenclies, cqrrelations
were determined for these response frequencies only. For the . .
body/act;on cholce, action-preference scores were used to de-
termine stability. 1In addition, Kuder-ﬁichardson formula 20
rellabllity coefficients for the body/action cholce measure
were avallabie for each sge and sex groups The stability
coefficlents showed a lack of stability in body-image responding
but in general a trend towards greater action response stability
with age, with boys showing greater stability than girls at
all age=s; and Kuder-=Richardcon reliablility coefficients indi-

cated the same age trends and sex differences.




Discussion

The data seemed to indicate, then, that activity was
indeed the most salient dimension of the self-concepts of
the preschoolers studied. Further, low frequencies of responding
and lack of stability of response for categories other than
actlivity suggested that no other dimension of self-awareness
accourts for a substantial portion of the structure of the
young chilld!s self-concept, and that the other dimensions
addressed are rather weakly formed and variable during the
3 to 5 age periods

Our study, then, provided a beginning insight into the
nature of the preschool child's self-definition, which seemed
to include as its primary and most stable aspect the actions
the child can and does perform. Further research, especially
longitudinal, 1s needed to reaffirm the findings of this
study and to begin to draw a picture of the development of
the child's self-conception, of its changing nature and

differentiation.




