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polities. Only Austria permitted use of the Polish
language for teaching. At the end of Worl(I War
1 (1918). Poland's independence was restored, and
in 1932 a unified and compulsory system of edu-
iation NV a S Cs uiblished by the National Education
Law. The law pros ided for a 6-year elementary
school for children aged 7 to 13, a (i.year second-
ary general education school divided into a 1-year
gymnasium offering gtateral education and a 2-
)ear 1)(eum offering college preparatory cotmes,
and various .pes of secondary vocational schools.
While Illost of lite elementary schools were state
supported, the majority of secondary schools were
financed privately,

Higher education developed during the inter-
war period with the number of higher educaticn
illfitutions in Poland increasing from about 13
to :15 by 1938.
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While Poland was under military occupation
throughout World War II (1939-15), only ele-
mentary schools were permitted to function, and
their curriculum was confined to reading, writ-
ing, arithmetic, and practical work. Secondary,
higher, and teacher edmation had to be carried
on secretly.

After IVorhl IVar If, Po laml became a smaller
and more homogeneous state under the control of
the Polish Communist party, the Polska Zjed-
noczona Partia RobotniczaPZPIt (Polish United
Workers' Party). The organization of elementary-
secondary education was based in principle on the
1932 Education Law; but a decree issued on No-
vember 23, 19.15. "to speed up the repair of war
damages" authorized the Minister of Education
"to establish or to permit the establishment of
courses not foreseen in the Law of 1932, and to
modify the duration of school education." In the
1918-19 school year, I I years .of elementary-
secondary education were introduced into the
system; i.e., 7 years of compulsory elementa-ry
schooling followed by 1 years of secondary. "The
new school programs were closely related to the
goals of education to shape the thought and will
of the pupil in conformity with the spirit of
socialism.. . ." 2 The II-year system remained in
effect until the 1961 Law on the Development of
Education was passed and Poland returned to a
I2-year school system.

After the war hig,-,er education was rebuilt and
reorganized, and a number of new schools were
founded. Some faculties Were separated from the
universities and set tip as separate higher educa-
tion institutions; e.g., medical faculties were taken
away from the universities and transformed into
separate schools called academies of medicine.

Legal Basis
The Constitution of July 22, 1952, establishes

the legal basis for education and defines the basic
principles relating to the organization and admin-
istration of education and science in Poland.

The present elementary-secondary education
structure is based on the July 15, 1961, Law on

-the Development of Education, which defines the
organization of education and the principles
governing its development and regulates questions

1 UNESCO. World Survey of Education-11: Primary.
Education. Paris: UNESCO, 1958. Pp. 856-57. (Information
prepare(l by The Polish' Commission for UNESCO, July
1956.)

2 UNESCO. World Survey of Education: Handbook of
Educational Organization and StatiAtics. Paris: UNESCO,
1955. P. 524.

concerning these matters. Higher education is
governed by the November 5, 1958, Law on
Higher Schools,

Administration
Before 1950 all levels of education were under

the authority of a single Ministry of Education
(Ministerstwo Wwial)'). In 1950, when the Min-
istry of Higher Education (Ministerstwo Szkol-
nictwis Wyiszego) was created, the Ministry of
Education became the primary governmental body
concerned.with elementary-secondary education,
and the Ministry of Higher Education became the
chief authority over higher education. In 1967
the two ministries were merged into a single
Ministry of Education and Higher Schools (Mi-
nisterstwo Ofwialy i Szkolniclwa Wyiszego), and
all levels of education were again under the super-
vision of a single ministry until early 1972.

In March 1972, to improve the administration,
organization, and development of the country
and the economy, the Polish Sejm (Parliament)
voted to abolish the Ministry of Education and
Higher Schools and to establish a Ministry of
Education and Upbringing (Minislerstwo alwiaty
i Wychowania) and a Ministry of Science, Higher
Education, and Technology (Ministerstwo Nauki,
Szkolnictwa Wyivzego i Techniki).

The Ministry of Education and Upbringing is
now the primary governmental body concerned
with elementary and secondary education. Its
functions arc to coordinate all education at the
elementary and secondary levels, develop the sys-
tern of vocational education, and carry out the
necessary changes in the structure of elementary-
secondary education for the proposed education
reforms discussed later Under "Education Re-
forms." Within the Ministry, subsidiary depart-
ments deal with specific educational matters such
as planning, budget, staffing, and school construc-
tion. The People's Councils, or local govern-
mental bodies, oversee the schocils in their

respective regions and districts.
The Ministry of Science, Higher Edtication;

and Technology is now the principal admillistra-
tive body responsible for higher education, al- .)

though some specialized higher schools arc under
the supervision of other ministries. Its functions
arc to administer higher education schools, to de-
velop scientific-technical policies, to coordinate
scientific research and technical work, and to de-
velop, coordinate, and implement the state plan
for graduate training of research and technical

,personnel.
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Financing
N Education at all levels is free.

During 1972 education expenditures anunmted
to 9 percent of the total state budget expendi-
turesor approximately 3,899,259,000 zlotys (about
$1,950,630,50(1 3). Expenditures for higher educa-
tion amounted to 21.2 percent of the education
budget or 1.93 percent of the total state budget.4

Structure
Poland's basic education structure comprises

4 years of preschool education. 8 years of com-
pulsory elementary education (ages 7 to 15),

usually 4 or. 5 years of secondary education, and
from 4 to 6 years of study at the higher education
level for the first degree, depending on thc type
of institution and field of study.

Academic Calendar
For elementary and secondary schools, thc

school year begins in Scptcmbcr and ends in June;
for higher education, the academic year begins in
October and ends in June, with a scmcster break
in February.

Language of Instruction
Polish is the primary language of instruction,

since the population of thc country is 98 percent
ethnically Polish. Other ethnic groups arc few and
"represent very small minorities; the State has,
nevertheless, made every facility available for
meeting their educational needs by providing
school, class, or group instruction in thcir mother
tongue." 5

Grading Systcm
The grading systcm provides for four adjective

ratings: Very good (bardzo (kbry), good (dobry),
satisfactory (dostalerzny), and unsatisfactory
(niado.stateczny).

PRESCHOOL EDUCATION

Preschool education (przrdszkola) is available
to children from 3 to 6 years of agc. Preschool
education is not compulsory, but proposals arc
being discussed regarding the gradual introduc-

3 In November 1975 the official exchange rate (non
commercial) was 19.92 tiot)s for SI (U.S.).

4 cjowny Urt4d Statstczny (GUS). lloc:nilt Statystyczny
1973 (Statistkal )earboolt 1973). Warsaw: GUS, 1973. Pp.
585..588.

5 UNESCO. World Su.vey of EdtuationP: Educational
Policy, Legislation, and .4dmiutstrati9m. Paris: UNESCO,
1971. P. 982

tion of 1 ycar of compulsory preschool education
for all 6-year-old children.

According to the Minister of Education, in the
1973-74 school year preschool care was provided
for 80 percent of 6-year-old children in thc urban
areas and 78 perccnt of the same agc group in the
rural areas." Plans wcrc being made to increase
1974-75 preschool attendance to 85 percent of .all
6-year-old children.7

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

Thc reorganization of elementary schooling,
begun in 1961, was completed in the 1967-68
school year. Compulsory schooling was extended
from 7 to 8 years to coincide with the 8 years
of elementary schooling.

The curriculum shown in table 1 is uniform
throughout the country for grades 1 through 8.
As of 1973-74, a system of automatic promotion
was introduced in grades I through 4; in grades
5 through 8, promotion is on die basis of a pupil's
class performance and achievement_in tests and
homework.

Aftcr successfully completing the eighth gra-ig-
a student receives thc Certificate of Completion
of the Elementary School (Swiadectwo Ukofi-
(zenia Szkofy Podslawmvej), which is a require-
ment for admission to secondary schooling. In
1973-74 approximately. 90 perccnt of elementary
school graduates continucd thcir studies in some
type of secondary school.

Enrollment data arc given in table 2.

SECONDARY EDUCATION

The reform of secondary education, begun in
1967-68, was completed in 1970-71, when thc 12th
year of schooling was introduced throughout thc
system. To bc admitted to any secondary school,
a student must have completed 8 years of elemen-
tary education. The chart of thc basic educational
system (p. 4) shows thc various paths open to
elementary school .graduates.

The principal secondary schools (szkory 'red-
nie) arc thc 4-year general education lyceums

a U.S....Joint Publications Research Service. "Minister of
Education Interviewed on Changes in the Educational Sys-
tem," Translations on Eastern Europe: Political, Sociologi.
cal, and A(ilitary Afhirs, No. 929 (JPRS: 62.471, July 15,
1974, p. 40). (From Trybuna Lndu, June 22, 1974, pp. I, 3.)

7 "Conference of the P/PR CC Politburo and Government
Presidium." Polish News Bulletin, Aug. 7, 1974, p. 2, Section
A. (From Trybuna Ludu, No. 219, Aug. 7, 1974, n.p.)
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Table I. Hours per week by grade level in each elementary school subject
[___ indicates zero hours per week]

Grade

Subject.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Total'. 18 21 23 25 28 30 32 32

Art 1 1 1

Biology 2 2 2
Chemistry ... 2 2
Civic education 1 2
Geography 2 2 2 2
History 2 2 2
Languages:

Polish la nguage 8 10 9 9 7 7 5 5
Russian language 3 3 3 2

Mathematics 5 6 6 6 6 6 5 5
Music 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Nature study 2 2 2
Physiear education 2 2 9 2 2 2 2
Physics 2 3 3
Practical and technical

studies 2 2 4 2 2 2 3 3

sooners: Ministry of Education. The Development of Education in the People's Republic of Poland in the School
Year 1965-1966, p. 10; and Ministry of Education and Higher Seim° s. The Development of Education in the People's
Republic of Poland in the School Year 1966-1907, p. 9. Reports presented at the 29th and 30th International Confer-
ences on Public Education in Geneva, July 1966 and July 1967, respectively.

Table 2.Elementary and secondary education graduates, If ?-73, and schools,
students, and teachers, 1973-74, by level and type of school

[___ indicates no data given.]

Level type
1972-73 1973-74

or
Graduates Schools Students Teachers

Elementary 638,257 18,889 4,634,316 200,625
Secondary 348,353 6,198 1,465,078

General education lyceums 91,623 878 470,105 22,763
Technical and vocational schools 97,239 2,621 535,753 (1)
Basic vocational schools 143,613 2,287 405,176
Post-lyceum schools 15,878 412 54,044 (1)

'Teachers for technical and vocational schools and post-lyceum schools together total 32,662.

sotnice: Adapted from GRowny Urzied Statystyczny. Rocznik Statystyczny Szholnictwa 197317.1 (Yearbook of Educational
Statistics 1973-74). Warsaw: GUS, 1974. Pp. 53, 55, 78, 83, 106, 108, 136, 159.

(licea ogdlnoksztarcgce) also called general edu-
cation schools (szkol, ogdlnoksztalcoce)the 4- or
5-year technical schools (szkaly teclinicznc) and
vocational schools (szka* zawodowe), and the 2-
or 3-year basic vocational schools (zasadnicze

6

zawodowe). Included in the organizational
structure under secondary schools are post-lyceum
schools (szkoi, poniaturalne) or (szkal, policealne)_
for graduates of general education lyceurns who
do not go on to higher studies but who want to



work in certain fields that require supplementary
training.

Enrollment data are given in table 2.

General Education Lyceums
The primary purpose of general education ly-

ceums is to prepare students for university studies.
The curriculum is shown in table 3.

To receive the Certificate of Maturity of the
General Education Lyceum (Szeiadectwo Dojrza-
foki Oelnoksztatcycego), which allows a
student to apply for admission to higher education
institutions, students must pass a final written
examination in mathematics, the Polish language,
and a subject selected by the student.

Under a regulation passed in 1971, students may
decide whether or not to take the maturity ex-
amination. Those who do not take the maturity
examination receive a Certificate of Completion
of Secondary Schooiing (Swiadectwo Ukoficzenia

Szkqty gredniej) or Certificate of Completion of
the General Education Lyceum (Swiadectwo
Ukmiezenia Licrum Ogólnoksztakgrego). This
certificate, however, does not entitle them to apply
for admission to higher studies.

Technical and Vocational Schools
The technical and vocational schools combine

general education with theoretical and practical
training to prepare students for work in such fields
as agriculture, commerce, health services, and in-
dustry. Development of various kinds of technical
and vocational schools is conditioned by the needs
of the national economy.

General subjects, which cornprise more than 50
percent of the school program, include chemistry,
mathematics, military training, physics, Polish
language, Russian language, and social. sciences
(geography and history). Students who pass the
maturity examination and receive the Certificate

Table 3.Hours per week by grade level in each subject in the secondary
general education lyceum curriculum

[___ indicates zero hours per week]

Grade
Juoject.

9 10 11 12

Total 33 33 33 . 32

Arts (plastic arts and music)
Astronomy
Biology
Chemistry

2

-__
2

1

2
2

..

1

2
2

1

2

Civics 3
Geography 2 2 2
History 3 2 3 2
Hygiene 1

Languages:
Foreign language (English, French, cm

German) 4 4 3 3

Polish language 4 5 4 4
Russian language 3 3 3 2

Mathematics 5 4 4 3

Premilitary training , 1 2 2
Physical education 2 2 2 2

Physics 3 2 3 3

Technical education 2 2 2 2

Elective 4

SOURCE: Adapted from U.S. Joint Publications Research Service. "Primary, Secondary School Issues Discussed," Trans-
lations on Eastern Europe: Political, Sociological, and Military Affairs, No. 198 (JPRS: 50,200, 3/31/70). Pp. 91-92;
(Glbs Nauczycielski, Mar. 8, 1970, pp. 1, 2); and The Ministry of Education. Les Rapports Entre L'Enseignernent, La
Formation Et L'Emploi jen ce qui concerne particulihrernent Penseignement du second degri, ses objectifis, sa structure
a son contenuj (Relativahips Between Education, Training, and Employment, concerning particularly education on
the secondary level, its objectives, structure, and content). Warsaw: The Ministry, 1972, p. 9. Response to a questionnaire
front the Bureau of International Education.

8'



of Maturity (gWiadectwo Dojrzafolci) may apply
for admission to higher educalion institutions.

In 1973-74 the majority of young people com-
pleting elementary education continued their stud-
ies in a technical Or vocational school; and about
three times as many students attended technical
or vocational secondary schools as general educa-
tion lyceums.

Basic Vocational- Schools
The majority of elementary school graduates

who do not go on to a general education lyceum
or a technical or vocational school enter a 2- or
3-year basic vocational school to prepare for agri-
cultural .or industrial trades. About 20 percent of
school time is spent in the classroom on general
subjects such as civics, chemistry, mathematics,
physics, Polish language, and Russian language;
the rest of the time is devoted to practical on-the-
job training.

Those who complete the basic vocational school
receive the Certificate of Completion of the Basic
Vocational School (Swiadectwo Ukoliczenia Zasad-
niczej Szkory Zawodowej) and may continue in a
technical or vocational school, depending on the
skill acquired and the kind of basic vocational
program completed.

Post-Lyceum Schools
Although students entering post-lyceum schools

(szkaij, pomaturalne or szkal9 policealne) must
have the Certificate of Maturity from the general
education lyceum, these schools are considered sec-
ondary schools in Poland. The 2-year program of
studies prepares specialized personnel for various
branches of the economy.

After completing the studies and passing the
diploma . examination, a student receives a di-
ploma and a title in his or her field of spe-
cialization. For example, graduating analytical
technicians of the 2-year post-lyceum state schools
of medicine receive the Diploma of Completion
of the State Srlool of Medicine of Analytical
Technicians (Dyplom Elkoticzenia Parlstwowej
Szkgi, Medycznej TechnikOw Analityki) and the
title Analytical Technician (Technik Analityki).

TEACHER EDUCATION

Preschool Teachers
Before September 1973, 5-year pedagogical ly-

ceums (licea pedagogiczne) trained elementary
school graduates to become teachers for pre-
schools. Since that time, in accordance with the
May 30, 1973, Decree of the Minister of:Education,

8

preschool teachers,have been ti:ained in Study Cen-
ters for Preschool Teachers (Studio irychowania
Przedszkolnep), or SWP's. The length of studies
is as follows: 12 semesters ((i years) for graduates of
8-yea)- elementary schools and 4 semesters (2 years)
for graduates of secondary general education ly-
ceums. Students frdm the former pedagogical
ceums cot'dd continue studies at the SiVP's at :he
next higher grade level following the grade level
completed in the pedagogical lyceums at the time
of their transformation into MVP's.' Graduates of
pedagogical lyceums, after 1 year of teaching prac-
tice in preschools, can complete the required ad-
ditional studies through part-time, evening, or
correspondence courses and by passMg the diploma.
examination. As of the 1973-74 school year, there
were 35 SWP's with a total enrollment of 8,089 stu-
dents, of which 3,268 were first-year students.8

Elementary and Secondary School Teachers
In preparation for the forthcoming education re-

forms, elementary school teachers are now required
to complete 4 years of studies at the higher educa-
tion level. Those 5-year secondary pedagogical ly-
ceums that used to train teachers for grades 1
through 4 were phased out in 1970, and the
2-year postsecondary teachers' schools (Studio Nati-
czycielskie, or SN's) that still train some elemen-
tary school teachers for,grar,i,est 5 through 8 were
to be'torttpletely.Phiisedout by .1975. Graduates of
these schoc,Is are given the opportunity to complete
their studies at one of the higher education insti-
tutions described hereafter that are currently train-
ing elementary school teachers.

The three types of higher education institutions
that train elementary as well as secondary school
teachers are the universities, the Higher Schools of
Pedagogy (Wyisze Szkoi, Pedagogicizne or WSP),
and the Higher Teachers' Schools (Wyisze Szkay
Nanczycielskie, or WSN).9 To be admitted, a stu-
dent must have received the Certificate of Maturity
and have passed an entrance examination. After
successfully completing the required 4 years of
studies, a graduate receives the diploma and the
title of Magister Pedagogiki (Master of Pedagogy)
in a particular field of specialization.10

8 Glemny przgd Statystyczny. Rocznik Sialystyczny Szkolnic-
two 1973174 (Yearbook of Educational Statistics 1973-74).
Warsaw: GUS. 1974. P. 99.

9 Ministerstwo Nauki, Szkolnictwa WyLszego i Techniki,
Informator d1a kandydaldw na studio dzienne zc szkolach
wyiszych na rok szkolny 1974175 (Handbook for applicants
to day studies at the higher education institutions for the
1974-75 -school year), Warsaw:-- Paiistwowe Wydawnictwo
Naukowc, 1974. Pp. 61-64.

to Ibid.



HIGHER EDUCATION and developing and cultivating national culture
and technical progress.'"

TM:: purpos of higher education institutions is
to educate specialists for the various branches of
the national economy and culture and to train
specialists for scientific and research work. Article
I of the 1958 Law on Higher Schools states that
"higher schools actively participate in the building
and strengthening of socialism in People's Poland
by carrying out .creative scientific research, prepar-
ing scientific personnel for research and teaching,

Organization and Administralion
The universities in Poland are listed in table 4,

with the location and faculties of each.

" l'Ataiva o Azharath wyiszych dnia 5 Ihtolaula 1958r.
(Law Governing Higher.Schools dated Nov. 5, 1958.) War.
saw: Paiistwowe Wydawoiciwo Naukowe, 1959 P. 3. (Trans.
lated by the author.)

Table .4.Universities, with location and faculties: 1974

Institution Location Faculties

General:

Adam Mickiewicz University

Bolesraw Bierut University

Catholic University of Lublin

Poznan

\Vreciaw

Lublin

Jagiellonian University Cracow

Maria Curie-Sklodowska University Lublin

Nicholas Copernicus University 'Tortiri

University of Gdansk Gdansk

See fOotnote at end of table, p. 11.

10

Biology and Earth Sciences
Law and Administration
Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry
Philology
Philosophy and History
Law and Administration
Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry
Natural History
Philology
Philosophy and History
Canon Law
Christian Philosophy
Humanities
Theology
Biology and Earth Sciences
Law and Administration
Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry
Philology
Philosophy and History
Biology and Geography
Economics
Humanities
Law and Administration
Mathematics, Phyics,.and Chemistry
Biology and Earth Sciences
Fine Arts
Humanities
Law and Administration
Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry
Biology and Earth Sciences
Economics of Production
Economics of Transport
Humanities
Law and Administration
Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry

9



Table 4.Universities, with location and faculties: I974Continued

Institution Location Faculties

University of X.Odi

University of Silesia

University of Warsaw

Technical:

X.6di

Katowice

lArarsaw

Academy of Mining and Metallurgy Cracow

Cracow Polytechnic

Czgstochowa Polytechnic

Gdansk Polytechnic

Wincenty Pstxowski Silesian
Polytechnic

Sec footnotc at end of table, p. 11.

Biology and Earth Sciences
Economics and Sociology
I.aw and Adminisu-ation
Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry
Philology
Philosophy and History
Arts
Law and Administration
Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry
Technical Training
Biology
Chemistry
Geology
History .

Law and Administration
Mathematics and Mechanics
Non-Slavonic Philologies
Physics
Psychology and Pedagogy
Slavonic Philologies
Social Sciences

Drilling and Petroleum Engineering
Electrical Engineerng in Mining and

Metallurgy
Engineering of Materials and Ceramics
Foundry Engineering
Geological Prospecting
Metallurgy
Mining
Mining Geodesy
Mining and Metallurgical Mechanics
Non-Ferrous Metallurgy

Cracow Architecture
Civil Engineering
Hydraulic Engineering
Industrial Chemistry
Mechanical Engineering

Czgstochowa Mechanical Engineering
Metallurgy

Gdansk-Wrzeszcz Chemistry
.Electrical Engineering
Electronics
Machine Building
Mechanical and Technological

Engineering
Gliwice Automation

Chemical Technology and Engineering
Civil Engineering and Architecture11



Table 4.Universities, with location and faculties: I974Continued

Institution Location Faculties

Electrical Engineering
Mathematics and Physics
Nlechanical Power Engineering
Mechanical Technological Engineering
Metallurgy
Mining Engineering
Organiz.ation of Production
Sanitary Engineering

,J'Ad; Polytechnic ,E6di Chemistry
Civil Engineering
Electrical Engineering
Food Chemistry
Mechanical Engineering
Textiles

Poznan Polytechnic Poznati Chemical Engineering
Civil Engineering
Electrical Engineering
Mechanical Technological Engineering
Working Machinery and Vehicles

Engineering
Szczecin Polytechnic Szczecin Chemical Technology

Civil Engineering and Architecture
Engineering and Economics of Transport
Machine Construction and Shipbuilding

Warsaw Polytechnic Warsaw Architecture
Chemistry
Civil Engineering
Electrical Engineering
Electronics Engineci-ing
Fine Mechanics
Geodesy and Cartography
Machinery and Vehicle Engineering
Mechanical and Production Engineering
Mechanical Energetics and Aviation
Sanitary and Water Engineering

Wroaaw Polytechnic Wroc,raw Architecture
Basic Problems of Technology
Chemistry
Civil Engineering
Electrical Engineering
Electronics
Engineering Economics
Mechanics
Mining .

Power Engineering
Sanitary Engineering

I All the universities except the private Catholic University of Lublin are supervised by the Ministry of Science, Higher
Education, and Technology.

SOURCE: Ministerstwo Nauki, Szkolnictwa Wyiszego i Techniki. Informator dla kandydatdw na studia dzienne w szkulftch
wyiszych na rok skolny 1974175 (Handbook for applicants to day studies at the higher education institutions for the 1974-75
school year). Warsaw/Kralo*: ,PailstwO)ve Wydawnictwo Naukowc;.1974. passim. and Polish Scientific Publishers. Polish
Research Guide (TT 70-55127). Warsaw: Patistwowe Wydawnrc.t:wo Naukowe, 174. Pp. 70-210.,
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The other higher education institutions (except
those under the Ministries of National. Defense
and Navigation), with location and faculties, arc
as follows: Vj

Agriculture
(under the Nlinistry of Science, Higher Education, and

Technology)

Agricultural Academies: Crarow(1) Agriculture, (2)
Forestry, (3) Ilmticulture, (1) Land Reclamatkm and
Impiovement, and (5) ZootechnitN; b n Agricul-
tural Engineering. (2) Agriculture, (3) Animal Hits.
!mucky, (-I) Horticulture, and (5) Veterinary Science;
Olsz1yn-Kartmea(1) Agriculture, (2) Civil Engineering,
(3) Dairy and Food Technology. (1) Geodesy and Agri-
cultural Appliances. (5) Mechanical Engineering, (6)
Veterinary Science, (7) Water Protection and Inland
Fisheries, and (8) Zootechuics; Povtaii(l) Agriculture,
(2), Agrkulture Food Technology, (3) Animal Hus-
bandry, (4) Forestry, (5) Horticulture. (6) Land Recla-
mation and Improment. and (7) Wood Technology;
S:czecin(1) Agriculture, (2) Sea Fisheries, and (3)
Zootechnics; Warsaw(1) Agricultural Economics, (2)
Agriculture, (3) Food Technology, (1) Forestry, (5) Hor-
ticulture, (6) Land Reclamation. (7) Veterinary Science,
(8) Wood Technology, and (9) Zootechnics; and Wrocfaw

Agriculture. (2) Land Reclamation and Improve-
ment, (3) Veterinary Science, and (4) Zootechnics.

Arts
(under the Ministry. of Culture and Art)

Academies of Fine Arts: Cracow(1) Graphic Arts, (2)
Industrial Design, (3) Interior Design, (1) Painting. and
(5) Sculpture; and Warsaw(1) Graphic Arts, (2) Paint-
ing, (3) Plastic Design, and (4) Sculpture.
Higher School of Films, Television, and Theater:X(3a--
(I) Acting, (2) Camera Photography. (3) Film and Tele-
vision Directing. and (4) Production Management.
Higher Schools of Music Cracow, Gdatislt, Katowice,

Po:nati, Warsaw, and IVractIno(1) Composition,
Theory, and Conducting (2) Instruments. (3) Music Edu-
cation, and (4) Voice and Drama.
Higher Schools of Plastic Arts: Gdwish(I) Painting
and Sculpture and (2) Plastic Design; Eddi(1) Graphics
and (2) Textile Design: and Poznah and Wroclaw
(I) Interior Architecture and (2) Painting, Sculpture,
and Graphic Arts.
Higher Schools of the Theatre: Cracow(1) Drama; and
Warsaw(l) Drama and (2) Stage Management.

Economics
(under the Ministry of Science, Higher Education, and

Technology 13)

Central School of Planning and Statistics: Warsaw(l)
Domestic Trade, (2) Economics and Social Sciences, (3)
Economics of Production, (4) Financc and Statistics, and
(5) Foreign Trade.

12 Ministerstwo Natiki, Szkolnictwa WyiszegO i Techniki.
Op. cit. Passim. and Polish Scientific Publishers. Polish
Resatrch Guide (TT 70-55127). Warsaw: Paintwowe Wy-
dawnictwo Naukowe, 1974. Pp. 79-210.

13 With the exception of the Higher School of Social
Sciences, which is supervised by the Central Committee of
the Polish United Workers' Party. 1

Higher Schools of Economia: Cracow(l) Economics of
Production and (2) EConomics. of Trade; Katowice
(I) Economics of Industry and (2) Trade and Economics
of Consumption; Poznah--(1) Commerce and Commod-
ity Science and (2) Economics of Production: and Wro-

w(1) Industrial Engineering and Economics and
(2) National Economy,
Higher School of Social Sciences: Warsaw(l) Agricul-
tural Policks, (2) Confessional Policies and Study of
Religions, (3% Contemporary International Workers'
Movement, (4) History of the Polish Workers' Move-
nwnt, (5) Industrial Policies, (6) Knowledge of the Party,
(7) Philosophy, (8) Political Economy, (9) Sociology, and
(10) Studies on Youth.

Education
(umkr tlw Ministry of Science, Higher Education, and

Tedmology)

Higher Schools of Pedagogy: Cracow, Kielce, Opole,
Rzesuin.5zrzecin, and Zielona Gdra[1) Geography and
Iliology, (2) History, (3) Humanities, (4) Mathematics,
Physics, and Chemistry, and (5) Philology.
Higher Teachers' Schools: Bydgoszcz, Czgstochowa, Olsz-
tyn, Siedlce, and Shipsk(I) Humanities, (2) Mathemat-
ics and Natural Sciences, and (3) Pcgagogy.
Maria Grzegorzewska State Institute of Special Educa-
tion: Warsaw(1) Revalidation and (2) Social Readjust-
ment.

Engineering
(under the Ministry of Science, Higher Education, and

Technology)

Higher Schools of 1,-ngineering Bial,stok Lublin,
Opole, and Zielona Gdra--(1) Civil Engineering, (2)

Electrical Engineering. and (3) Mechanical Engineering;
Bydgoszcz(l) Chemical Technology, (2) Civil Engineer-
ing. (3) Electronics and Electrotechnics, and (4) Me-
chanics; Kielce(l) Civil Engineering, (2) Economics,
(3) Electrical Engineering, (4) Footwear and Tanning
Technology, (5) Mechanical Engineering, and (6) Trans-
port; Koszalin(I) Civil Engineering and (2) Mechanics;
and Rzeszchu(1) Chemical Technology, (2) Civil and
Sanitary Engineering, (3) Ekctrical Engineering, and
(4) Mechanical Engineering.

Medicine
(under the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare)

Medical Academies: Bia6stoh, Cracow, Gdarisk, Kato-
wice,Zcidi, Lublin, Poznari, Szczecin, IVarsaw, and Wro-
clbw---(1) Medicine and (2) Pharmacy.

Physical Educadon
(under the Central Committee of nysical Culture and

Tourism)

Academics of Physical Education: Cracow, Poznari,
Warsaw, and 1Vrocraw.
Higher Schools of Physical Education: Gdari.sk-Oliwa
and Katowice.

Theology
(under the Ministry of Science, Higher Education, and

Technology)

Academy of Catholic Theology: Warsaw(l) Canon Law,
(2) Christian Philosophy, and (3) Theology.
Christian Theological Academy: Warsaw(l) Theology.



The majority of higher education institutions
ate cli-jducl into lac ultics.

The faculties of higher education institutions
may include several divisions: e.g.. institutes, de-
partments, sections, or chairs. Each faculty cor-
responds to a particular field of study; e.g..
architecture, engineering, hunmnities, medicine,
pharmacy. In some institutions, department or
institute functions are considered comparable to
faculty functions. Chairs are basic organization
units for research and teaching.

Each higher education institution is headed by
a rector, assisted by one or more prorectors. Each
institution is governed by a senate composed of
the rector, prorectors; deans (heads of faculties),
and representatives of faculty councils. Faculty
cmmcW are made up of deans, heads of chairs,
delegates of the teaching and scientific stairs, and
student representatives.

Enrollment figures by type of school are given
in table 5:

Admission Requirements
A student applying for higher studies must have

the Certificate of Maturity (Swiadeetwo Dojrza-
&id) and must pass an entrance examination,
Additional factors taken into consideration in stu-
dent admissions are the number of applicants and
openings available for a given specialty. See table
5 for statistics concerning openings in most of the
major types of higher education institutions in
1973.

First-Degree Programs
The length of studies leading to the first de-

gree in higher education institutions is from 1 to
6 years. depending on the institution and the
field of study. Examinations are given at the end
of each semester, but the number of subjects in
which examinations are given varies each semes-
'ter. The final semester is devoted to preparing a
diploma project and studying for the diploma
examination. Upon successfully completing re-
quired studies, the graduate receives the Diploma
of Completion of Higher Studies (Dyplorn Ukori-

czenia Studi6w Wyiszych): cl the title appropri-
ate to the given specialization.

Some examples of fields of study, with the years
required and the title given, are as follows:

Dentistry (5) Lekarz-Dentysta
(Physician-Dentist)

Law (4) Magister Prawa
(Master of Law) 14

Medidne . . (6) Lekarz (Physician)
Physical Alagister frychowania

Education (1) Fizycznego
(Master of Physical Education)

Technical Magisterliniynier
Studies .(.1 1/2) (Master Engineer, in a particular

field)
Veterinary Lekarz lEctervnarii

Medicine (5) (Doctor of Veterinary Medicine)

Graduate Degree Programs
Doctorate degrees require 2 years of study be-

yond the Magister diploma, plus the presentation
of a thesis. The designations are formed by com-
bining Doktmr with an indication of the field of
study, as in Doktor Filosolii (Doctor of Philos-,
ophy), Dohtor Iniynier (Doctor-Engineer), and'
Doktor Nank Technicznyek (Doctor of Technical
Sciences).

The degree of Doktor Habilitacji (literally, Ha-
bilitated Doctor) is a scientific degree conferred on
the holder of a doctorate degree whose work rep-
resents an original contribution to the develop-
went of a given scientific discipline.

EDUCATION REFORMS

At a plenary session held in Warsaw on October
13, 1973, the Polish Sejm (Parliament) discussed
and approved a resolution on the reform of Po-
land's school system.

The principal objective of the educational re-
form is the gradual introduction of a free, com-
pulsory school of general education for grades 1
through 10 Cased on a uniform program in urban
and rural areas. The reform would begin in 1978
and woul& be completed, within a 5-year period.

In connection with the reform

Plans are being discussed to introduce 1

year of compulsory preschool education for
all 6-year-olds.
In rural areas experimental 8-year com-
munity (gmina) schools have been set up
to assure that rural youth receive an ele-
mentary education comparable to That of
their urban counterparts. The- grnina
schools are considered essential at present -
to achieving universal 10-year schooling,
and will be continued as long as necessary.
The number of gmina schools increased
from 12 in 1972-73 to approximately 1,200
in 1974-75.

Discussions-are being held on the possible
modification of the administration of voca-



Table 5.-Higher education graduates, 1972-73, and institutions, students, teachers, and other
data, 1973-74, by type of institution

Type of Institution

1972-73 1973-74

Graduates Institutions Students Teachers
Candidates

per 100
openings

Total -'-60,284 87 394,904 41,227
Universit ies

General 16,145 10 118,897 10,46c 244
Technical 18,201 10 107,189 12,414 194

Other institutions
by specialty

Agriculture 5,570 7 37,927 3,971 233
Arts 855 16 6,393 1,585 307
Economics 3,913 6 27,270 1,978 191
Education:

Higher Schools of Pedagogy (WSP) 4,607 6 24,722 1,142 232
Higher Teachers' Schools (WSN) 1 1,917 6 11,946 565 241

Engineering 3,345 8 23,328 1,678 270
Medicine 3,919 10 24,947 6,479 302
Physical Education 1,376 6 10,530 831 314
Theology 136 2 1,755 124

1 Includes the Maria Grzegorzewska State Institute of Special Education.

somecr.: Adapted from Gtówny Urzad Statystyczny. Rocznik Siatystyczny Szkolnictwa 197317-1 (Yearbook of Educational
Statistics 1973-74). Warsaw: GUS. 1974. Pp. 172-73, 180, 221-22; and lycie &Italy Ittyiszej (Higher School Life), XXII,
no. 9. 1974. P. 8.

tional education and on various other
methods to strengthen the system.
Employed teachers are being given various
opportunities to upgrade their qualifica-
tions; e.g., through (1) correspondence,
evening, or part-time studies at a higher
teacher-training institution, (2) use of radio-
television programs, and (3) 2-week summer
sessions.

New curriculums, textbooks, and teaching
aids are being designed to meet the require-
ments of the reformed school system.

A draft law of the proposed reform, to be sub-
mitted for approval to the Seim by the end of
1975, will define a detailed program for the 10-
year school.
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SELECTED GLOSSARY OF EDUCATIONAL
TERMS

Polish English

A
Ahademie Medyczne
Akadende Rolnicze ...
Akademie Sztuk Pkknych
A k adensie Teologiczne
Akadernie Wychowania

Fizycznego . . ...

bardzo dobry

dobry
Doktor
Doktor Filosofii
Doktor Habilitacji

Doktor-Iniynier
Doktor Nauk

Technicznych
dostateczny
Dyplom Ukoriczenia Pad.

stwowej &Italy Medy-
cznej Technikdw
Analityki

Dyplom Ukoriczenia
Studidw Wylszych

Egzainin maturalny

Egzandn wstgpny

. G
0,16wny Kornitet Ku !fury

Fizycznej i Turystyki

Cs13wny Urzgd
Statystyczny

gmina schools

Lekarz
Lekarz-Dentysta
Lekarz Weterynarii

.Medical.Academies
Agricultural Academics
Academies of Fine Arts
Theological Academies

Academiies of Physical
Education

%.ery good

good
Doctor
Doctor of Philosophy
Habilitatcd Doctor, a scien-

tific degrcc confcrrcd on
thc holder of a doctorate
dcgrce.

Doctor-Enginccr

Doctor of Technical Scicnces
satisfactory

Diploma of Comp lotion of
thc Statc School of Mcdi-
cinc for Analytical Tcch-
nicians

Diploma of Completion of
Higher Studios

Maturity examination, rc-
. quired for thc Ccrtificatc

of Maturity
Entrancc cxamination

Central Committee of Physi-
cal Culture and Tourism

Central Statistical Office
8-ycar experimental rural

community schools

Physician
Physician-Dentist
Doctor of Vcterinary Medi-

cine
General cducation lyccums
Pedagogical lyceums

Licea ogdInoksztatace
Licea pedagogiczne

Polish English

Magister
Magister Iniynier
Magister Pedagogiki
Magister Prawn
Magister iVychowania

Fizycznego
Minisicrstwo Ku !fury i

Sztuki
Ministerstwo Nauki,

Stholnictwa lVyiszego
i Techniki

Ministerstwo Orwialy
Ministerstwo Otwialy i

Szkolnictwa Wyiszego

Ministerstwo Otwialy i
iVychowania

Ministerstwo Zdrowia i
Opieki Spatecznej

:40.'ostateczny

Master
Master Engineer
Master of Pedagogy
Master of Law

Master of Physical Education

Ministry of Culturc and Art

Ministry of Scicncc, Higher
Education, and Tcchnology
Ministry of Education

Ministry of Education and
Highcr Schools

Ministry of Education and
Upbringing

Ministry of Hcalth and So-
cial Welfare

unsatisfactory

Paristwowe Wydawnictwo
Naukowe Statc Scientific Publishers or

Polish Scicntific Publishcrs
przedszkole preschool

Studio Nauczycielskie
Studio podyplosnowe
Studio Wychowänia

Przedszkolnego

szkoly ogdInoksztaitgce
szkaly podstawowe
szkoly policealne
szkaty pornaturalne
szkaky Irednie
szkoly techniczne
szkaly wyitze

szkoly zawodowe

Swiadectwo
Swiadectwo Dojrzatbki

iwiadectwo Dojrzatotci
Liceum OgdInoksztat-
cgcego

16

Tcachcrs' courscs
Graduate studies

Study Centcrs for Preschool
Tcachcrs

gcneral education schools
elementary schools
postsecondary schools
postsecondary schools
secondary schools
technical schools
higher schools ( university

level)
vocational schools

Certificate
Certificate of Maturity, a

secondary school diploma
rcquired for admission to
higher education

Certificate of Maturity of the
General Education Lyceum

15



kriadectwo Ukohczenia
Sthaty Pod.sluworcej

giciaderIrvo Uhohrzenia
SzkntS. gredniej

gzeiwlect tro Uhonrzellia
Zasadniczej SzkoiS,
Zawodowej .

Technik ...

uniwersytef y ...... .

Unizretsylety echniczne

1,17

Wytsza &kola Nauk
Spaccznych .......

Certificate of Completion of
t he Elementary School

Certificate of Completion of
Secondary Schooling

Cmificate of Completion of
the Basic Vbaitional School

Analytical Technician

techniml universities

Higher School of Social
Sciences

17

Szk4 . Ekono-
miezne ......

Szknlycloiyoierskie .

Stlia4 Mozyczne
WyEsze Szku*

Nauczycielskie
Wyisze Szko4 Peda-

gogic:or
Wyisze Szkoly &Ink

Plaslycznych

. Higher Schools of Economics
Higher Schools of Engineer-

ing
. Higher Schools of Music

Higher Teachers' Schools

JVyLsze Szku1S. Tralralne

Higher Pedagogical Schools

Higher Schools of Plastic
Arts

. Higher Schools of the Thea-
ter Arts

Szko./5, Wychowania
Fizyczorgo Higher Schools of Physical

Educatior,

zasadoiree szkcAlfr
zawodowe basic vocational schools

,



SELECTED REFERENCES
Polish Government

Cflowny Urzqd Statystyczny (Central Statistical Of-
fice). Rocznik Statystyczy Szkolnictwa 1973174
(Yearbook of Educational Statistics 1973/74).
Warsaw: GUS, 1971. 310 pp.

. Rocznik Statystyczny 1973 (Statistical Year-
book 1973). Warsaw: GUS, 1973. Pp. 471-501.

Komitet Ekspertów (Committee of Experts). Ha-
t Stanie arwia.ty w PRL (Report on the

State of Education in the Polish People's Re-
public) Warsaw: Pafistwowe Wydawnictwo
Naukowe, May 1973. 481 pp.

Kuberski, J. "Zarzgdzenie Ministra 0Aviaty i Wy-
chowania z dnia 30 maja 1973 r. w sprawie
przeksztakenia liceów pedagogicznych dla wy-
chowawczyn przedszkoli w studia wychowania
przedszkolnego" (Decree of the Minister of Edu-
cation, dated May 30, 1973, on the transforma-
tion of pedagogical lyceums training preschool
teachers into Study Centers for Preschool Teach-
ers), No. 87. In Dziennik Urzgdowy Minister-
stwa afwiaty i Wychm*Vania (journal of Laws
of the Ministry of Education), No. 11. Warsaw:
July 10, 1973. Pp. 161-63.

Ministerstwo,Nauki, Szkolnictwa Wyiszego i Tech-
niki (Ministry of Science, Higher Education,
and Technology). Informator dla kandydatdw
na studia dzienne w szkoltIch wyiszych na rok
szkolny 1974 175 (Handbook for Applicants to
Day Studies at Higher Schools for the 1974-75
Academic Year). Warsaw/Krakow: Paiistwowe
Wydawnictwo Naukowe, 1974. 275 pp.

Ministry of Education. The Development of Edu-
cation in the Polish People's Republic, 1973-75.
(Report presented to the 35th session of the In-
ternational Conference on Public Education,
IBE, UNESCO, Geneva, 1975.) Warsaw: The
Ministry, 1975. 33 pp.

Ministry of Education and SchOols. Education in
poland. Warsaw: Ksigika i Wiedza, 1969. 199
pp.

U.S. Government

Apanasewicz, Nellie and William K. Medlin. Edu-
cational Systems in Poland (0E-14034, No. 12).
Washington: U.S. Department of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare, Office of Education, March
1959. 34 pp.

Rosen, Seymour M. and Nellie Apanasewicz.

Higher Education in Poland. Part I: Organiza-
tion and Administration (0E-14082, Bulletin
1963, no. 19). U.S. Department of Health, Ed-
ucation, and Welfare, Office of Education.
Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office,
1963. 37 pp.

. Higher Education in Poland. Part II:
Rules of Admissit,-:s, Student Activities, apd
Curriculums (OTT -14099, Bulletin 1964, No. 22).
U.S. Departmw: of. Health, Education, and
Welfare, Office of Education. Washington: U.S.
Government Printing Office, 1964. 81 pp.

U.S. Congress. "Educational Research in Poland,"
Educational Research in Europe. Report of the
Select Subcommittee on Education, Committee
on Education and Labor, House of Representa-
tives. Washington: U.S. Government Printing
Office, 1971. Pp. 455-74..

U.S. Department of State. Background Notes:
Poland (Publication 8020). Washington: The
Department of State, April 1971. 6 pp.

U.S. Joint Publications Research Service. Transla-
tions on Eastern Europe: Political, Sociological,
and Military Affairs. Springfield, Va.: National
Technical Information Service. A series of
translations published monthly on various
dates.

Other

The American University, Foreign Area Studies.
Area Handbook for Poland (DA Pam 550-162).
Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office,
1973. 334 pp. (See particularly chap. 6, "Edu-
cation," pp. 87-106.)

Fiszman, Joseph R. Revolution and Tradition in
People's Poland: Education and Socialization.
Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press,
1972. 382 pp.

Grant, Nigel. Society, Schools, and Progress in
Eastern Ev..ope. New York: Pergamon Press,
196g. 363 pp. (See particularly "Poland," pp.
175-202.)

International Handbook of Universkies Other
'Institutions of Higher Education (Oth ed.).
Paris: The International Association of Uni-
versities, 1974. Pp. 926-54.

Okori, Wincenty. "Poland." The Encyclopedia of
Education, vol. 7. Riverside, N.J.: The Mac-
millan Co., 1971. Pp. 164-68.

Polish News Bulletin. Warsaw: Anierican and



British Embassies. A series of translations pub-
tithed daily.

Polish Scientific Publishers. Polish Research
Guide (TT 70-55127). Warsaw: Patistwowe
Wydawnictwo Naukowe, 1974. 638 pp. (Avail-
able from the U.S. Department of Commerce,
National Technical I n forma tion Service,
Springfiekl, Va. 22151.)

UNESCO. World Survey of Education: Hand-
book of Educational Organization and Stetis-
tics. Paris: UNESCO, 1955. Pp. 520-28.

18

. World Survey of Edui-ation-11: Primary
Education. Paris: UNESCO, 1958. Pp. 856-68.

. World Survey of EducationHI: Sec-
ondary Education. Paris: UNESCO, 1961. Pp.
961-75.

19

. World Survey of Education-11": Higher
Education. New York: UNESCO Publications
Center, 1966. Pp. 932-43.

. Survey of EdhcationV: Educa-
tional Policy, Legislation, and Administration.
Paris: UNESCO, 1971. Pp. 979-91.

The World of Learning 197-1-75, vol. I. London:
Europa Publications, Limited, 1974. Pp. 952-
89.

iyeie Wyiszei (Higher School Life). War-
saw: Paiistwowe Wydawnictwo Naukowe.
'Monthly.

by Nellie Apanasewicz
Education Program Specialist

in Comparative Education
Division of International Education

itr U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, WS 0213.4211


