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LITERATURE OF AND ABM KICCICO - ONE SEMESTER, 3 HOURS PER WEEK
Robert J. Brytan

Division of Literature and language
O. C . C.

I. Description of Course

This is a literature course in which readings will be selected
from works written by Mexicans and other nationals and which reflect
varying perceptions of the Mexican exparience. The readings will
cover the historical perspective of Mex'''.o, starting with the pre-
Columbia:a times, through the conquest, the colonial period, the period
of independence,:the revolution, and the modern period. The readings
will be fictton, poetry and some historical/biographical prose
selected to be representative of the Mexican ideas and themes of their
period. The readings will all be in English translation.

II. Goals of the Course

One of the goals of this course is to give the students the
experience of studying a variety of litemry forms, such as the epic,
the lyric, the short story and the novel, in a foreign and exotic
setting such as Mexico. This setting will allow the student to view
the forms and techniques with distance and objectivity. At the same
time, the student will be able to see the presence and function of
certain pratotpical forms that occur in Anglo/American literature.
The course will provide a fundamental experience in comparative
literature,

A more important goal is that the student will gain a broad, and
in some areas a deep understanding of the Mexican cultural experience.
He will become acquainted and conversant with fundamental experiences
that led to the formation of the Mexican consciousness. He will gain
an understanding of the Mexican that will come as a resiat of the study
of the humnistic literary aspects of several important historical
periods of the people, such as the conquest, the colonization, the
independence, the revolution and the struggles of modernization. This
experience will result in the outcome that humanities studies endeavors
to achieve, a universally sensitive individual. And in a more specific
sense, the student vill have a better understanding of the Latin
American, in particular the Mexican.

III. The Student

This course is planned for a rather general consminity college
student. It will serve as a valuable elective for the student who is
mjoring in, the Insanities or in the social sciences and.who intends
to transfer to another school for upper division work. It is also
designed for the general interest student who my not have specific
educational goals, but is interested in broadening his general
educational background.
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IV. Materials and Activitiee of the Course

The accompanying specific outline of the course and the attached
bibliography list works that may be used. as readings, but the teacher
will find, that there are a number of alternatives that my be selected
and will achieve the listed objectives quite as successfully. He will
find that there are a greater number of alternattves in some historical
periods than in others, due to the greatar or leaser attention given
to Mexico by writers at different times. This circumstame is in itself
an interesticg part of the study. The teacher my also find his choices
are limited by the availability of translations for certain works. In
spite of this, there is a quite large nunber of works available in
English to accomplish the goals of the course.

The activities and mterial of the course will fit into the general
framework of a typical college literature course. The students will
read assigned texts outside of class, and in class they will hear back-
ground lectures and will discuss the readings. The lectures will
provide infbrmtion that will place the readings in a historical and
social context1 as well as point out important technical features of
the writings and biograrbical details of the authors and poets. The
instructor should also supplement the readings and lectures with audio-
visual notarials exhibiting such things as the music, the art, the
geography and the hiatorical ruins of Mexico. Because this course is
implicitly more than a verbal experience of Mexico, and since Mexico la
such a (sensually) rich country, experiences that go beyond the printed
word are important.

V. The Instructor

The person who teaches this course should be loom who has a
deep and sensitive understanding of Mexico. If r lexican-born
himself, he should be someone who has traveled r in Mexico, as
well as someoro 'who has studied a lot about Mexica,,, "iatory and culture.
As in effective teaching of any subject, success co be measured by the
degree to which the teacher gives of himself to Ye students. If tbe
object is to teach an understanding and even a love of the subject
matter to the student, the teicher must first possess that understanding
and love himself.

Course Outline

Weeks 1 & 2 - Pre-Hispanic Period

The readings in this section will introduce the students to the
high Indian civilization of Mexico that preceded the newish invasion,
such as the 1kya, Mixtec, ta.patea and Aztec. The instructor can select
passages from works liated below that will accomplish the objective of
enabling the student to understand and discuss the role of these pre-
Hispanic influences imMexican culture.
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The AMes1 Poo ia of the Sun by Alfonso Caso
2-relsp d ; Poems m Ancient Mexico, by
Tobi e Vivra

Po 1 MI Goetz end Morley
The Its/ 011,.rv4...,..g.w...11ampaa lugs by Ralph L. Roys

L era urea ico, by Miguel Leon-Portilla
-7:1-(PlaidOWIREi; Ignacio Bernal

Weeks ,ae,,....moest

The oljdotAyte of this section of the course are to amble
students tt Adstraund the roots of the cultural shock experienced.
by tne nate" (V New Spain, and to be able to discuss intelligently
the change's *M. the losses that occurred to those societies. The
students shall Also become intelligently more of the differing
attitudes OA mats of sympathy expressed by the several authors.
The resdin n. tills section are very high quality historical prose
works, and p4aLiat the instructor has a wide range of choice.

13s_ 40 us Cases: A Selection of His Writings
Five b36-71lerean Cortes
The ..1...ofTk.40 the Comest of New Spain, by

Betrisol I)1Am del Castillo

Ttls_Bko): The Aztec Account of the Corsuest
ortdeorIATs,byMiguel Leon-Portilla

Weeks 6 - Ms 3.8th & 1 Centuries Periods of Decadence
all I e

In thls reaglinsgs of this period the student will learn of the
repressive 0.04 Ashibtting effects caused by the weight of colonialiam
on Mexico. Yhsz will see the problem of Mexican culture during this
period reflipOtegl in both the literature and, paradoxically, in the fact
of the aheePee dcef leale literary production than there is. The student
will note vsto rArtuil eradication of pre-Hiepanic influences in the
writing of 011is period, and the slavish imitation of Spanish and
Stropean roolels, Attention will be drawn to the wy in which Mexico
alom with tbe Awat of the New World and other areas "discovered" by
explorers 13r VIA 16th and rrth centuries directed and stimulated
the imagir*Mot Suropean writers, froM Thomas Moore, through
Voltaire, Isa Pods and Keats. Specific readings in this section can be
selected Ns* ale following:

Anto lby Syr Juana Inds de Ia Cruz
_rPerrot by Jose Joaquin Fernandez de Lizardi

Micirpii:---The L_etters of 1y Calderon de 3a. Barca,
.)1P

1-171eher aridMerion Hall Leher
Anthx.ixan Poetry, by Octavio Paz
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Weeks 8 - 12 - The Revolutionary Period

The student will see there the beginning of the growth of self-
awareness in the Mexican culture. The political and social changes
that were taking place in this period are reflected in the writings
of the period, and. the drama of the Mexican revolution provides
!arterial for writing from all over the world.

From within Mexico the student can see the first Mexican easter-
piece novel, The Underdogs, and the experience of the Mexican peasant
in the north can be seen in this book. The specific books recommended
for this section are listed below:

The Underdogs, by Mariano Azuela
The Edge of the Storm, by Agustin Yanez
The Power and the Glory, by Graham Greene
The House on Bitterness Street, by Elizabeth Horton

de frevino
Anthology of Mexican Poetry, by Octavio Paz
The Great Science Don Emilio Babasa
ThLabdsty of the Candi llo, by Martin Luis Guzadn

Weeks 13 - 18 - The Modern Age

The student will see in this period how Mexico reached a level of
maturity in the !modern world, and how its recognition as a unique and
important culture continues to grow. Thero are works here that
ePtablish this clearly and effectively. At the same time the student
sees in the literature of this period a re-examization of the cultural
caid political history of Mexico in an attempt to place node= Mexico
in an accurate perspective. Works to be read here are the following:

The Death of Artemio Cruz, by Carlos Fuentes
March to Caobaland, by B. Traven
The Plumed Serpent, by D. H. Lawrence
Pedro Pim= by Juan Rulfo
Recollection; of Things to Come by Elena Garro
The New Mexican Poetry, by Octairio Paz et. al.
Anthology of Mexican POstry, by OctaviO Paz
Doors & Mirrors: Fiction & Poetry from Spanish America

by Carpenlier & Brof
The Night Visitor and other Stories, by B. Traven
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