DOCUNENT RESUME

ED 134 155 IR 004 314

AUTHOR Dickey, Eve M.; Custer, Benjamin A.

TITLE Subject Access to Education literature; Dewey Decimal
Classification.

INSTITUTION Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

SPONS AGENCY American Library Association, Chicago, Ill.

PUB DATE Jul 76

NOTE - 10p.; Paper presented at American Library Association

‘Conference (Chicage, Illinois, July, 1976) ; May be
marginally legible duve to print quality of

original
EDRS PRICE MP-$0.83 HC-$1.67 Pius Postage. A
DESCRIPTORS *Classification; Education; Library Sc1ence
IDENTIFIERS *Dewey Decimal Classification

ABSTRACT
Because of its hierarchical notation, the Dewey
Decimal Classification is advantageous for machine searching.
However, the increased volume of topics in recent years has made
recoding in the system necessary. Education, for example, is a
. rapidly changing field, and the Dewey Decimal Classification systenm
has not kept pace. As a result subject access to some education
literature can be frustrating. It is expected that the forthcoming
eeo.-Bdition.19 .will da mouch.ta.overcame the present shortcomings.. .
(WBC)

e oo o ook ok ek e e ok ok ok ol i o e sl ok o sk e o ek ek ek e e ek e sl oo o o o oo o o o oo e o o e ok ok ok ke ok

* Documents acquired by ERIC include many informal unpublished *
* materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort *
* to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal *
* reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality *
* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available *
* yia the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not *
* responsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions *
* *
* *

supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original.
ok e 3 3 ek 3o e i 3 o ol e o e o e 3 e e e s e e 3 e e el e ek e e o e o e e i ek ok o o o Aok ek ok ok ek ok o e e e ok ke ke




ED134155 —

and

“PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS COPY-
RIGHTED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

Eve M, Dickey

T RO04L3I¥

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.
EDUCATION & WELFARE
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

EDUCATION

THIS OOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO-
OUCEO EXACTLY AS RECEIVEO FROM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN.
ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS

STATEO OO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE-

SENTOFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EOUCATION POSITION OR POLICY

. .
T0 Eﬁlg AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING

UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE NATIONAL IN-
STiTUTE OF EDUCATION. FURTHER REPRO-
DUCTION QUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM RE-
QUIRES PERMISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT
OWNER."

02



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

.

Helvil Tewey devised his Decimal Clussziticasi-n mrinarily for use in enta-
logs and orly sccordarily for use in ci-x' arrangament of books amd locu-
ments, towever, through Lhe years, wiﬁh thie “riwaph of the dictionary cata-
log and the use of specific subjec* headings, the North American acccptﬁnce
of the Dewey system has come more and mora to be for shelf use, though in
many other lands, notably. for instance, the Unitel Kingdom, i% has had
wide use in classed catalogs. Only recently, with the development ol MARC
and other machine-readshd systems, has it becdme appreciated in the 1,0 A

PRERY AN

largely througn the studies of John Carson Rather. that the NDecimal lassi-
fication, because of irs hierarchical notation, wpresents cdertain very real

advantages as a basis for machine searching, particularly for broad sub-

Jects,

% may oe said, therefore, that Deway's crelentials &s an avenu: lor
.Beeese no education lizerature carry soma considexeile walubbo. . ..o .

vducation is the social science thut deals with +he process of provid-

ing or acquiring knowledyge, skill, competrnce, degirable qualities of ho-

havior or character ihrough formal instrusztion, trodning, shudy.

ve musl think of educaiion in thecontent of “ke soeial sciences, o

which 1t is one of the mogs imprtant,

certain aepects of various ciier

which in scme instunces eliminates the need 4o consult other schedulr.:,
Pirst, let us lrok 2% o goneral treakdown of the education section,

Ve start oul with seneral aducabtion af 379, llere we rind applied Lo the

discipline as a whole such general principles as philosoplhy. psycholo,y,

unl gsociology.  ihis development kKeeps most, publicabsions in 370, not foreins

us to pluce them in other areas of th

clas

1]
0}

cilication system.
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At 370.7 we have' o special expansicn on what we might call educe'.ion in

. . \ P
education. This developmen! has been s=d* for-h to chow those

of the study and teaching of the discipline of educaiion that are no rrouwy
out by the use of regular stand&urd subdivision 07; for example, praciice
teaching at 370.733.

371 presents in array in subdivisions .1-.8 mozt oi the general prined -
Ples of education. ‘fJhese subdivisions are then used to show Lhe éamu prin-
ciples applicd to specitic levels of education wnder their respective
nunbers, 372 [or elemeniory educztion, 373 for secondary educalion, 37h
for adult education, and 378 for higher education. 375 is used for cur-
riculums. If, for example, w2 have a work on elementary school teaching
w2 class it in 372.1102, a composite number buili from the ramber fow gen-

eral principlgs”of aducaiion at the elementary level. 372.1, plus the np-

Spaclal aspact

s
S

nt

T ETOPR At SUNAIVIEIONT SV S 3T DTe N, TR TLIUIOZ T T o 2 e e
AL 37L1.8 we have special ceducuation, which is 2 subdiscipline of i s own.

Ve define special education as education of peonle who have abnormal physi-

cal, mental, or social :1ifferences. Fvery aspect of special educatiocn,

ragardless of level, is classed ab the appropriate suudivision or 371.9,

~

e section 376, education of women, has created some controversy.

fven hefore the =advent of the women's liveration movement, it was Tolb

thot this nwaber shonld e eliminated because educaiion of women should
not we wiven different freatment than is given educabtion in general or
e,

educaition of men; educnlion should'be?&hpug%t of ag a btotality. liowewrer,
. \ = .

-

the amcunt of literature woing placed in tnis nunber is on the wane, Most

works nowadays are on specific women's schoolis or colleges, and are class-

ed in 372, 372, or 378 with the various lewvels

s
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AL 377, schools and religion, we are 2ble to chow schools supporlesd
Ly Christian and other groups, and we al'® have a provision for show-
ing the interaction tetwecn schools and religion. such as prayer in
the schools at 377.1.
At 379 we have educntion and the state. This includes regulaticn, con-
rol, and suppor! of puhlic education. 1In previous edilions education and

the state was classed at 352.85 for the public administration agpects, Lut

Ml

now all material of' that nature is classed in 379. lowever, 379 is not yeh
developed as fullj as we would likxe to make specific provision for all our
needs.,

Inasmuch as w2 may add slandard subdivision 07 to'the number for any
specifiic subject Teing studied or taught, the study and teaching of spe-

cific subjects takec us outside the education schedule. Tor example, a

Lwork .on study. and., tezching of. the sacial . sciercas hayond. the elementoyy ...

level will be found at 300,7. However, siudy and teaching at the ele-

mentary level does nof use standard suhdivision 07, but is classed in 372,

e.5., a work on study and teaching of the social sciences at a level below
high school will be clazsed in 372.83044k. Feveriheless, we do not any
longer class elementar, wexibooks on a svezific subject with elementary

2ducation, but rather witn the appror.. - 2 subject; for example, a

textbook Tor elementary school use €. 5 wiith the general history of
N AY -
the mited States in all periods is now zlassed in 973 in th- same mammer

-t

18 we would class textbooks on 1,5, history for secondary and higher levels,

or general treatises on the subject. -
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Before we go further, let us point out that what immediately follous

(%]

. . ~ b o R, - .
deals with weeknesses ol the present, 1lo*nh edition, text, and then we

shall try to explain what is bcingﬁdone to improve the situation.

The Dewey Decimal Classification has not always kept pace with the
rapidly changing field of education. As it now stands, subject access to
some education literatuvre can he frustrating for both the classifier and [
the patron. Many works have Leen misplaced, simply because there it no
named provisicn for their subjects. Some of the terminology in the sched-
ulé is out of datg, ard violates the prineciples, views, and theories of
modern educauofs.

For many subjects numerous aspects are spelled out, and we can get o
tﬁem either with the aid of the index or through direct consultation of

che schedules. On the other hand many are not. Tor example, the general

. e B PSR S G S, xS e N s e e e M 4 o iae s - 12 8 e e e £yt b e
CETpECESTOr diflereatiatint staAl TIng would e elASsEX at T ITIVIN,

ganization of the teaching force, while wwiting of behavorial objectives

_is usually a part of the lesson plan and must he classed with lesson

plans and planning at 371.3.

vefinitions, scope nohes, synonyms, instruction notes, cross relerences,
and other useiul devices indicate what should be included under specific
neadings. However, wier many of the categories there are not énough sub-
divisions giving separate provision for specific subilopics; for example,
we may have a work on controversy surrounding a headstart program, “or which

~

there is no separate nuwmber, and find ourselves compelled to class it with
general works on preschool institutions. ¥e may have a work on the iontes-

sori method of education, but we can class it only with its broad cate-

gory as a method of instruction in 372.13.
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We lack specific provision for such current topies as the school withoul.
walls, the open classroom, and middle scivhols. Depéndiﬁg on the emphasis we
class the school without walls with types of schools or with teaching methods.
The open classroom is confined to the elementary level, and our protlem with
it has been whether to Lreat it as a method of in;truction (which we have doqéS
or as an ;specu or grouping for instruction. The idea behind the middle ‘
school today is that it provides a haven for the elementary schodl graduate
who is not emotionally or otherwise ready for junior high schoosl. The
middle school is beyond the clementary level but net yet at the junior high

. v
level. Ve have classed tlie concept at 373.236, which is the.nuMber for the
Jower 1eyel of secondary schools, of which junior high sghpols are an cx-
ampla..;

One éf our more vexing problems at this point. has been our inability

ok
%
~of vecational educatior.

i

~Many new concepts and innovations in education leave us with no pre-

Lk

LA
cise’ place for proper classification. As for changes in terminology, one
suggestion has been thet at 371,967, instead of "socially and culturally
Jdeprived", the text sheuld say. "socially and culturally dirferent."

fnother concept thal hae crewuted problems is behavicr modification.

tave no specific numnber for this, and have to treat the suhject acccrd-

ing Lo the material at hand: with educational psychology in 370.15 und
P

370.152, and also with teaching in 371.102,
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Vie are of'ten confronted with the protlem of making distinctions among

; - . ¥ . - , el .
further education, hirghar education, and¥adult eduwcation. 7The phrasc -
!

ipntl"ulng Oﬂq ation Is used interchangeably with adult education. {tem- i
it ’

1‘14‘ {rom tm ] ".-.'c have the problem of further education. In general we
clwss this with auulb edueation at 37h. However, we must make the dis-

ti%ction as to vhether lurther educa*ion should be thought of as adult

education or as nigher 2ducation {378). Adult education includes kinds
AY

of educational activity that are primarily remedizl. Continuing educa-
hlon suggests formal educaiicnal activity ithat cannct te carried on ok

an carlier age.

thenever the pranting of a degree is involved we go outside adult

education and class with higher education. Some colleges and universi-

ies have evening courses sebt up for those who canno’ attend day school;

HOWETEr, TEHeY are I T INYsUIT o W degree , but aviuiring 1l mist be Tdone T

on an extended tasis. Consaquently, this is considered higher edwtcation.

Jur claSsificaulon schiedules do not readily define ihose

dis tlnCtlQ‘. S
so we are often confuszd as to vhich place is better for a particular
bitle. Wha! may appear 1o be adult could actually be higher education,

and vice versa.
There are otner suizjecis that are difficult io get to; for example,
accountability might have many aspects and could hardly be indexed uniler

all of them. "he.same s true of futurism, of ¢ ensitivity training, and
a~ta. -

of innovations in educuiion. In addition, there are inconsistencies in

-

classifying various subjects such as educabional games, education of women,

career education,‘schocl leaving age.
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We can use the index to get to most of our educalion subjects;
however, this is not always feasible becfuse the schedules do not ade-

quately provide for all subjects with which we are confronted. For ex- |

ample, if busing is dealt with as transportation of siudents, it 1'ou*o.
be classed in 371.87: or, if it is dealt with &S a means to achieve de-
segregation or racial balance, it should be classed in 370 19342,

There are some terms that are not in the index, such as performance

contracting, free schoois, opun schools. fruancy; and some terms in

which the educational acpacts are not indexed, such as simulation and

assestEment, ' _ ’

vhy, then, haven't we as editors made the necessary additions and
¥ y

changes that as classi rs we Tind wa.iting? There has been considerahle

denmand, especially {rom 2ricain, for a phoenix, that is, a totally re-

— Sy ~ N ¥ 2 bt rep v S,y
-Yhe-sohedukes-for-matrenat ics  and-taw-trothe .

current, 18th, edition of' Dewey, and thai for sociology in the fortiicoming
2 b D (=] o

19th edition. This would enable us o raL'onalize and systematize the
. &L N

whole section, giving, for example, parallel treztment to education a® the

various levels. However, in education as elsewhsre there are those librar-

lans vho objech sirenously to changes in shelf classifi aflon on ¢eo-

nomic grounds, saying that new subjects should just be fitted as best

they can within the existing archaic frameworlk. Obviously we cannot com-

pletely restructure more than a few sections in

any one edition, else our
~ea,

users would be confronted by an impossible task of assimilation, and always

) o4
there are other ~~ctions that cry even louder than education for phoenix

treaiment,



-G - :
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ffovever, we can now happily assure . m that $lition 19. due prol. }
1979, will make up for early all the 1:8xs and shorteomings just deser 'Aq.
i
l

{
Tt will include a grest deal of new teraminology and many new concepts, buu

only tnree or four rolocations. I wish we could have gone iurther f&SuOr,
- i

(-

but the inherent conservitism of Dewey users, especially for shelving pur-

poses, has been an inhibiting factor.

The ¥knowledge explosion of course has affected all aspzcts of librar-

lanship: however, we feel “hat Lhe proliferation of materials has afizcled

LAES

By

classification more “hon ii has many other library oparations. Ve have a
prescrived system of clussification which we are o apply to the literature.
ot only is the literature vast bHut there =re new concepts that make it a

scrambie Lo keep up Lo date. A field 1'%e educalion expariences chan; e

gach day and i is noi teasible “or us censtantly o change our schedules

e LEDWE IUS G Aevel op Luory ta ooroid limitoaticons. . R e bedevalon. Bl dage

such a way that we can hondie most of the litera‘wre in a Tairly accurate

manner withsut mdkl““ mind- hg anl haart-breaking decisions on too

many titles.
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