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WHAT THIS BOOK IS ABOUT

These are the stories of some people whose faces were
different. They lived among white ?ecplé, but because
they were of different races, some of the white people
never noticed them. Some noticed them and wanted. them to
stay on Bainbridge Island. Others-‘wanted to put them all
on a ship and send them back where they came from.

Han§ of these different people were only here a short
time. These were the Chinese, Hawaiians, and some
Japanese and Filipinos who came here to work at the big-
gest saﬁmill in the world. They could earn money here
that they couldn't earn in their homes far away. Here
they lived in their own little villages for a few years,
working hard and saving what they could. When they had
enough saved up, Ehey went back home to live with their
families.

Others came who decided not to go back home. They
liked this country and found enough friendly people here
to make them feel welcome. These people were mostly Fili-
pinos and Japanese. They worked hard too, and started
families here. They became Americans. Their children,

~grandchildren, and great-grandchildren are Americans too.

(v |




,!It"isn‘t always easy, though, to be an American whose face
is different.

There were others who couldn't go home because they
already were home. These were the Indians. Not @nl§ did
they look difféfent, but they also lived in a different
way. vThey loved the island for what it gave them, and
they never asked very much of it. They picked its
berries, dug its clams, and hunted its game, but they let
its trees grow till they seemed to touch the sky. When
the white men cleared away the trees and dug up the ground,
they found new jobs to do. But it hasn't been easy for
them either.

This book will tell you what these_different pecple
did on Bainbridge Island. But more than that, it will

tell you how some of them felt about being different.
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THEY WERE HERE FIRST

The Real Discoverer

Nobody knows who discovered Bainbridge Island. But
one thing we know for sure: It wasn't a white person.
It was an Indian who lived more than five thousand years
ago. That's how long we know that Indians have lived by
Puget Sound. They may'aven have lived here long before
that. |

In that very long time the Indians who lived in this
part of the country created a way of life all their own.
Fish were plentiful, so they learned how to catch great
numbers of them for food. There was much water and many
islands, so they learned how to build swift canoes to go
from place to place. There was élénty of wood for build-
ing, so they learned how to make large houses out of

wooden pianks. They carved and painted wood to make masks, -

statues, chests, and totem poles in their own kind of art.

" The Indians didn't always know they were Indians,
For a long time they just called themselves 'people.”

They didn't know there was any other kind of people. They

were divided into many small nations. -




Then along came the white people and told them, "Your
different natiaﬁs-all look the' same to us. 'Aﬁd you are all
different from us. We will call you all Indians."

The Indians have different faces from the white Peaplei

rTheir'skin is darker and their cheeks are broader. Their
eyes and hair are dark. White people thought these differ-

ences were important.

The first white person who came to the Sound was
Captain George Vancouver of the British Navy. He came

here with two sailing ships almost two hundred years ago.

The Suquamish nation of Indians had claim to Baiﬂbridge Islaggjf
then. They roamed over all the land from Kingston on ﬁhé nérth}
;ta Gig Harbor on the south. | :
Eighty Suquamish were. . digging in a meadow when they

first saw Vancouver's ship. Théy were digging up}wild
onion roots to eat. Their leader was the great war chief

ww==- - - Kitsap, the man Kitsap County is named after.

| This meeting took place at Port Blakély, at the south
end of the island. But.it wasn't called.Port Blakely until
fifty years- later. The Suquamish had names for the island

"and all its parts, but their names have been replaced.
o J




The captain didn't think very highly of the Suquamish.
He thought they didn't know how to build good homes. In
his logbook he wrote, "I visited the village, if it may be
so dignified, as it appeared the most lowly and meanest éf
its kind. -

"The best of .the huts were poor and miserable, con-
structed something after the fashion of a soldier's teﬁ;,
by two .cross sticks about five feet high, connected at
each end by a ridge-pole from one .to the other, over some

- of which was thrown a coarse kind of mat, over others a
few loose branches . . . o

"None, however, appeared to be constructed for protect-

~ing them either against the heat of summer,'ar the in-

. lclemency of the winter."

Qldrﬁan,Hagse

: What the captain didn't know was. that the huts he was:
%MWMlQQking@a§WWEIEmnDtMa“villagematmalljWmThewaerehaﬁcampLMMhmmﬁm;mwg;
v Chief Kitsap and his peaﬁle camped all around the shore of -
. Bainb;idgé in the summer and fall. They caught fish and
- smékgdrthem for theii winter's food. They dug clams and
, cécgggﬂthem on the béaghiﬁ.The wcmgn:pickad“befries and

-~ dried them in the sun to eat later. , ST




When the cold winds of winter started to blow, the
Suquamish would pack up their camps and gafback to their
permanent villages. Kitsap and his people had a village at
Pleasant Béach_‘ Later they built one at Suquamish town, just
across Agate Passage. Suquamish is one of the.oldest towns.
in Kitsap County, because Indians lived there long before. . .. —
white settlers came.

At Suquamish town the Suquamish nation built a long
wooden apartment house they called 0ld Man House. This
name was a way of showing their respect for.it. That was
like calling it '"Honorable House' or '"Mr. House."

0ld Man House was built firmly, with heavy beams and posts.
It was dé&ﬁratééfﬁith carvings and statues. As many as seven
hundred people lived there at the same time. The beach in -

front was lined with their canoes.

Traces on the Island

The Suquamish left many traces of the time they spent

Wﬁ%%w~wv?ﬂéﬁwthé*is1and;”ﬁHefEﬂaDd“tharewat”thé“watEij"édgE”YDU““”“*?f@f%
e can see a layer of crushed clamshells in the sand. Séma%" 5
times there is a layer of wood ashes over the shells.
These are places where the Suquamish made camp.

- They cooked clams for their dinner and left the broken

shells, which made a sort of pavement. Some of the camp-
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sites were used over and over for many years. There was
one at Manzanita Bay, another at West Port Madison, and
another at the Sand Spiti (See the map on the back ccfef;)
A few names on the island’rem&nd us of the Indians.
;;@xérraw@Paint,isanamgd for. arrowheads that were found there. - -

Tolo, as in TDleRDad, is an Indian word that means ''to
earn." Manitou, as in Manitou Park, is an Indian word but
‘was not used bi the Tndiéns who lived on the Sound.

| Many years ago. the Indians buried some of their dead
at Battle Paiﬁt,;an the west side of the island. People
who live there now have found skeletons in their yards.

No one knows how many skeletons may still be lying there.

Eattles ‘and Raids

Battle Point got its name from a fierce battle that
was fought there. The Suquamish were led by Chief Kitsap
in that battle. They defeated Indians from Canada. They

- also won angther battle where Port Madison is now.

- There were other battles that the Suquamlsh did not
5 ? w;n._'Ind;ans from Canada were their gréatest enemies.

They would swoop .down from the north in their painted war

canoes ‘and make a surprise raid on a camp. They would

‘take all the food and valuables. They would carry off

iwcmen'and”éhildren to be their slaves.

L




The Suquamish would go up to Canada and do the same
thingg' They kept slaves too.
 Most of thexfﬁdian nations around here had slaves when
the white people came. At that time, white people had

slaves too.

The Two Leaders

When white people came, the two great leaders of the
Suquamish were Chief Kitsap and Chief Seattle. Some people
say that Seattle was the greater chief, and that all nations
on the Sound did What'he said.. They say that Kitsap,had"
less power.
| Other people say it was just the other way around, and 'Llﬁi
that Kitsap was greater. The story you get depends on whom -
y@uvtalk to.
Many white people think Seattle was great because he
was good to them. He signed the treaty that gave them
Bainbridge Island and other lands. He became a Christian,
e and-he-always-.tried-to..avoid. -bloodshed. So they named a
great city after him, .

Man% Indians feel that Kitsap was greater. He did not

'practice the white people's religion. Instead he kept to
the old faith of his péDplé7 When thévwhitas did not treat -

ws)
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im well, he fought for his rights. He joined other

ndians: whg attacked their settlemeﬂts._i

The:truth 15 prabably that the twc ah;efs Wére great lnﬁ'
Fe Eﬂt Ways.f Seattle Was a clear thinker and giftéd

'”(When talks Were held, peaple 1lstened tg Seattle sf

He Was a flerce and strong fighter. He:

The Suquamish gave up Bainbridge Island at the Treaty
;ff Péint Elliatt in 1855. Loggers and homesteaders were

;flféady settl;ng on - the 1sland. Chief Seattle signed fér
;tha Suquamish and made a ‘speech. ’

}’He didn t Spaak in an angry voice, but it was clear

ifram the Words of his speech .that he Was not happy He
Ewauldn t have signed the paper if he dldn t think he had to.
s ~ 1In hlS own language he said, '"'The white chief says that
jBig Chief at Washingtcn sends us greetings of friandship
{and gaad will. That is klnd of. him, for we know that he has
illttlé need of our friendship in retumn. f - [

“  "HlS people are many . They are like the grass that
:cavers vast prairies. MY pecple are few. They resemble the

fscaftering trees Qf a Starmswept plaln




N . "The great——and I pregume good—white chief sends us
_ ward that he wishes tc buy our lands, but he is w;lliﬂg to
allaw ‘us encugh to live comfartably. Th;s indeed appears
jUSt even genergus, for the red man no longer has rlghts
that he need respect . s s ;
"1 Wili not dwell Qn, nor mourn . over, our untimely

decay, nor reprcach our paleface brathers with hastenlng it

as we too may have been sqmewhat to blame."
To Indians' minds, it was wrong ta;Eﬁy éf sell}land;'
'(Théy'thaught'that Was like buyigg and selling the air we
breathe., Land, they said, was made for all pgépleft@ use
together. _ | I
The earth, to them, was the mother of humankind The
earth was to be enjoyed, not wgrked. They didn't think__
nature cculdrbe\imprcvad upon. The poem.on the next page

expresses very well the way the 'Indians felt.:

The Indian War

Once the treaty paper was signed, the Indians no longer
could roam across Bainbridge Island. They still camped on
its shores, but white men took over the forests and meadows.

They were supposed to be paid for what they gave up.

10 ‘ 14




THIS ISMY LAND

This is my land :
From the time of the first moon
Till the time af the last sun

It was given to my peaple.

Wha-neh Wha-neh,  the great giver of life

Made me out of the earth of this land : _ [

He said, "You are the land, and the land is you." °

I take good care of this land,
~For I am part of it,

1 take good care of the animals,

For they are my brothers and sisters,

I take care of the streams and rivers, = oo
For they clean my land.

I honor Ocean as my father,

For he gives me food and a means of travel.

Ocean knows everything, for he is everywhere.

Ocean is wise, for he is old.

Listen to Ocean, for he speaks wisdom

He sees much, and knows more

He says, 'Take care of my sister, Earth,

She is young and has little wisdam, but much kindness."

"When she smiles, it is springtime.’

"Scar not her beauty, for she is beautiful beyond sll things.'
"Her face looks eternally upward to the beauty of sky and stars,
When once she lived with her father, Sky."

I am forever grateful for this beautiful and bountiful earth.
God gave it to me
This is my land.

--Clarence Pickernell,
Quinault nation

F51E5 1551551551
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i .
Years went by. No money came. The Indians grew poorer

and‘hungrier‘as they waited for it. Congress, bazk'in
Washington, D:C., had to approve the treaty first. And
Congress was very slow. '

" Finally some of the Indian nations could take no more.

They decided to attack the whites. Chief Seattle and most

. of the Suquamish refused to join them.

Kitsap did not agree with Seattle. He wanted to drive
out the whites. He took some of his fighting men and went
across the Sound to join the hostile Indians.

Not all the Suquamish on this side of the Sound felt

‘the way Kitsap did. Those who stayed behind did not harm

12

thé white people. One of them, a woman named Sally,reven
helped to.save the town of Seattle.

Sally was SGﬁetimes called Sally Meigs. This was
because she did housework for Mrs. Heigs, the mill owner's
wife, at Port Madison. Sometimes she was called Sally
Kitsap! She may‘have beég a relative cf’Chief Kitsap.

When Sally heard that the Indians were going to attack
Seattle town, she went to Suquamish town. She told what
she had heard to Mrs. Maynard, the sister of the Indian
agent. Then she helped to péddle Mrs. Maynard across the
Sound in a canoe.. They brought the warning to the town of

Seattle. The attack failed.




- The war ended quickly'after that. Then the Indian
agent met with the chiefs to hear why they wéré unhappy.
Chief Seattle told him how dlsappcinted he was.

- " am not a bad man," said Seattle. "I do not drink
rum . . . I am and always have been a friend to the

'ﬁhifés;'; .I don't steal, nor do any of my people steal

:'frDm the Whites;
| "O Mr. Simmons, why do mot our papers come back to us?
"Ygu always .say they will come back, but they do not come.

I fear that we are forgﬂtten or that we are to be cheated
"out cf gur 1and
"I have been very poor and hungry all winter, and am
very sick mow. In a little while T will die. I should
like to be paid for my 1and$ before I die. Many of my
 people died during the cold winter without getting their
 pay.
“+  "When I die my people will be very poor--they will

have no prépertyg no chief, and no one to talk for them,

Mr. Simmons, when I am gone.'

Living with White People

" The money finally came, and Chief Seattle lived.a few -

years longer. He spent a lot of time on' Bainbridge Island




visiting his granddaughter, Mary DeShaw. She was married

to William DeShaw, the white trader at'AgateiPDiﬁt;”"” i
Seattle also spent a lot of time with his friend-
- Mr. Meigs at the Port Madison sawmill. When Seattle died,
the sawmill was closed for the day as a mark of respect.
There were other Suquamish who lived on the island
after the treaty was signed. Now that their land was sold,
they had to have jobs to get by. And they could find jobs
on the island.
The Suquamish men would work in the sawmills. The
women would do housework for the white women or would
weave baskets to sell. They lived apart from the white
people because of their different customs. Sometimes :
there were miSUBﬂErStandiﬂgS.bEtWEEﬁ the races because they
did things in different ways.
The Suquamish didn't knock on doors. ‘When they came
to visit, they just walked right in. If éhey’werg passing
by, they might press their faces against a window to See
what was going on inside. Sometimes this frightened the
white people. |
They did these things because they were not used to
the notion of privacy. They didn't pragtice_iﬁ ém@mg
themselves. In their town, a locked door was thought to :
be an insult. E

14
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The Indian custom .was that. 1£ a person mada a v1sit at

night, he shauld enter the heusa and go0.to the middle of
"~ the room. Then he Sheuld utter a 1Dud grunt. That ngld
ﬁaka the sleeping family. .
At first the family would refuse him food and éheitétg

Then, after a 11ttle Whilé, they would give it to him_,

But if he knocked on .the door or EtDéd by it9 théy would

wonder what he was up to.

~ Robert B. Ross Sr. Waslan.early settler of Port Madiai

SOn. His family cften'had,Indian visitérs at'night. ' ‘};

"When our family first arrived at Port Madiscﬁ in 1871," L

‘Wrcté Mr. Ross;}“we-iived close to an Indian camp and

some pégﬁiéﬂéskéé<if.we weren't afraid of the Indiams. -But

- we ﬂe#ei%lacked our .doors, and quite often an Indian}WDuldA"
come in and when inside announce his presence with a grunt.
- "My mother, being a light sleeper, usuaily was first up

féé see what he wanted. It was usually.coffee and food,.

~which he received for some sickrmembet.af his family.
~"Je did not fear the Indians and always féund them to

be very good neighbors and willing to do for us."

Thaﬂgéféfnment°prcmised.in the treaty that it would

protect the‘Suquamish;frDm their enemies. But the protec-.




coming. 5

2' For several years Canadian Indians kept coming into
the Souﬁd. They bothered the Suqéamish, and'scmetimeé
they stole things from the White‘paéﬁl& too.

A Suquamish named Teokobid lived .at Port Madison. The
white people called him Sam. Teokobid used to warn his ,;.'
white neighbors whenever the enemy Indians' canoes were
seen on the Sound. | :

Mr. Ross remembéred that Teokobid would come and tell
his family to take all. the clothes off their clotheslines
and lock up all their tools. Other people lost a lot cf

things, but friendly Indians always warned the Rosses.

The Indlans' Ways

Many white people mistakenlv!callédfthe Indiaﬁs lazy -
because thgy did not have many possessions and-did‘n@t'..-
plan for the future. . But the.Iﬂdians.thcughtzglanﬁing |
was useless. They thaught it was selfish to hoard wealth.
They lived each day as it came. If a péréan accepts this

world as it is given to him, they said, .and lives as he

!vshculd with it; there will not he any sieckness or lack of

- food. .

16
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. Ihe Indlans dld thlngs as they needed to. 'Theyididﬁ?té~wmf%~
ff7Set speclal tlmes fa? dcing things. If a meetiﬁgfwas T
:;called for noon, peaple would show.up as near that time as:
?;they w1shed ' Iha meeting would start when everycne gct
'theré. Nébady minded if it Was an haur or two Iata.
| ' A parscn th had a 1ct of anythlng was expectéd to-
' “share 1t. Ncbady was respected fo be;ng wealthy Peaplef;"";”
}. got féSpegt by glv1ng away wealth ;nstead
A pctlatch was ‘a big event in an Indian town. This
:;@as,a‘fgast-whére the host gave away all he ‘owned to the
o gﬁesﬁé.' He might be poor for a while afterward, but
"everygne Wauld admire him for what he dld.
| Because of . th;s practice, the. Tndians were always
“"?ganeraus in sharing their things with their white neigh- .

~ bors.

. The 0ld Ways and.the New Ways '

The Suquamish'quicklyfgéck some of the white people's . -
ways of living. O0ld Man House was torn down, and the fami-~
lies went to live in little hcuses of their own. They

B wgre.whlte people's glath;néqinstead of their own robes of
; ﬂ;;cédaf bark. They worked at white people's jobs.

Fcr a long time the government tried to take away ‘the

Indians old beliefs and make them over like white pecplé.v

17




 ',  We kﬁQW naw that this can't be dcne- It made . the Suquamish '

unhappy Whén the gpvernment trled tQ change them._

Indlans who kept the old ways were cften called

"Siwash " This is an impolite werd and shauld net be usedA-V:

any more. It cames fram_the-WGrd. savaggi, Nobcdy 1ikasr'7,f

to be called a savage.

- . When the Indians .were .unhappy, many of . them gct sick
Some took to drlnking to forget their trcubias. White mEn  '
Whﬂzdidﬂ" care.about them sold them Tum tc drink e

‘A 1ot . of them died from diseases, from’ tca}mggh-drinkj

ing, and fram not taking care of themselves, ‘Pegplé-said '

| there soon would be no Indians left. o
But they survived and now . they are. doing better. iThe

gavernment 1is not trying to change them_any more. The

‘Iﬁdians'are sayiﬁgr"Nc" to some of the white méﬁ?5 ideas"
‘that were fgrced on them. |

Ihe Indians still belleve the earth is hcly and must

be treatad kindly?..They still.believe_it is impartant to

keep in harmanvaith nature. They believe in usiﬁg the

land they have left for the gccd of the whole cqmmunity,
. not for indlviduals.

Mw
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“THE TALKING CEDAR TREE~

Mrs. Lena Hillaire is 85 yeafg_

Il old and lives in Suquamish town..

She is Chief Kitsap's great- grandﬂ‘

.’ﬁ;daughter and knows many of the old
| legends of the Suquamish nation.

- This is the story of how the Suqus
' m;sh came to live in Kitsap County
- Way up-north in Canada-a long
time_ag@ gsome Indian braves were
paddling a canoe along a river.
They heard a deep voice saying
"Help: Help! A big storm has al-
most blown me down." The voice was
~coming from a giant cedar tree. P : - —
"If you will set me up straight and cover up my rccts
- with earth, so that I can keep growing, I will someday

il &row to be very tall with a huge trunk. Someday there

will be another big storm, which will knock me down, and
then you may make a giant canoe out of my trunk.
e "You and all your families can ride in this canoe away
from the North Star, into the big water, until you come to
- a new land that will be like a paradise. You and your
j,famllles can live there happily forever."
: So the Indians planted the roots under the earth and

"+t - straightened up the huge cedar tree. Sure enough, many
<[l - years later there was a big storm. When they went down

~ the river again they saw their cedar tree on its side at

v:il the edge of the forest.

, They carved the big tree into a huge canoce and p;led

in all their families and tools and other things they would
- need in the new land. Then they went away from the North
’jStar and into the big water untll flnally they came to a




C!HIEF KITSAP

. - When Captain Vancouver's ship came into sight, the
Indlans who saw it were confused. But Chief Kitsap knew -
just what to do.  He paddled out and threw a fur pelt
1abcard This meant he wanted to trade. .
' Vancouver traded him iron tools and knives in éxchange
fcr furs. The Suquamish used those tcals and knives for
the next fifty years.

Kitsap was known for his strength and his forceful

-
¥

| . character. One corner post of 01d Man House was carved - - [

into a statue. It showed 'a life-size warrior holding a
‘bow and arrow. This was said to be a statue of Chief
Kitsap.

“His greatest battle was against the Cowichan nation
in Canada. He took 200 canoes full of men up there to
 punish the Cowichans for their raids. They killed all

the old people they found, and took the women and children

as slaves.

On their way home, Kitsap's men met the young Cowichan [
y

~men. They were just returning from another raid on Puget
Sound. Both sides killed all their prlsane:s- 'Then they
started to fight. ’
~The battle 1asted s;xvhaufs. “Many men were killed on
~ both sides. Kitsap returnéd with only fafty canoes. The
" Cowichans had about the same number.
Kitsap was wounded many times in his life. He healed
- his wounds by himself. Because of that, he was known as :
. a medicine man. He started giving medicine to other people.
- And that was how he met his downfall. I
When he was on trial for his part in the Indian war,
‘he got sick. The SDldLEfS gave him a rad liquid to drlnkg»
It cured him., "1° v :
. After he was let go, thrée of his men got sick. Then
- he made his fatal mistake: He mixed some red warpaint in
- water, and he gave it to them to drink.
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: n:iuzihé‘thféé.ﬁéﬁ drénk the red liquid, and they died.
.~ Their relatives said it was Kitsap's fault. They shot him
~ in revenge. He was then about ninety years old.

-his old hunting ground. On the. beach at Agate Point there
~is a big rock with pictures scratched on it. Pictures like

that. the petroglyphs tell the way to Kitsap's grave, if

Chief Kitsap is buried somewhere on Bainbridge Island,

these are called petroglyphs. Some of the Suquamish say

anyone could read them. But no one can.'




THE SAWMILL DAYS

White men were drawn to Balﬁbrldgé Island by the

promise af wealth Big trees covered the 1sland, and n@ne |
of them were far from water. Besides that, the island had

good harbors. Once the trees wafe cut dawn, it was éasy

to skid them to sawmills in the harbers ‘

The}mills would shape the wood into planks and beams.
Then sailing ships and steamships would come into the har-
bor. The wood would be loaded onto the ships right there
at the mills. g ‘

Some of the roads on the island were first built as'
skid roads to take trees to the mills. Wafdwell Road is
one of those. Many of those roads were corduroy roads.
They were made of short 1Qgs,laid_éide by side.

 Here and there on the island you can see giant old
stumps with notches cut in the sides. These are left - .
over from the early days of logging. 'L@ggers cut the
‘notches to hold planks that stuck out from the sides of
the tree. Then they stood on the planks and sawed through
the trunk.
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Port Madison

George Meligs, a man from Vermont, opened the island's
first'aéwmill at Port Madison in 1854. Port Madison
'qﬁickly became an important town. The city of Seattle

o was still only a little village then. People descfibad
,“7°'f Seattléfby‘safing it was "across the water from Port
"~ Madison"!
, ~Ap-Indian settlement grew up across the bay from the
’YEmili;, Abaut fifty or sixty Suquamish lived there.' Some
of them wafked at the mill, and they called themselves
_ the "Mr' MElgs Indians."
| Ihe Indian workers were paid by the day. At the end
,éf a day's work an Indian would pick up a brass token from
_ the pay window. The tokens had "M.G." stamped on them for
"Meigs and. Gawley.'" (Mr. Gawley was Mr. Mgigs's partner.)

- The Indians used .them for cash at the trading posts.

- Workers for the mill came from far and wide. At first
f‘f_méét of them were white. But after a while came workers
 *fﬁhasa faces were a different color. The? came from China,
:':Japan, the Phlllpplngs, and ather cauntrles of Asia.

"7f,A special census af Kitsap Gnunty was taken in 1883.

'Wsang Thay worked “as 1aundrymEﬂ, f;sherman, aﬂd cooks.,

i'it showed abaut twenty Chlnese men who 1lved at Pcrt Madiﬁ?;rhﬁm'




Some of the Chinese men were.listed in the census by
their real names, but others .were only given nicknames,
Two of those nicknames were ''China Charlie'" and '"'0ld Sam."

The census taker found two Japanese men .at Port Madi-
son. He listed them as "'Japan Joe" and .''Charles Jose,"
Either he didn't bother to get their names right, ox they
didn't know enough English to make him understand.

|

Port Blakely

By this time there was gﬁother.sawmill at Port Blakely.
It grew to be much larger than the Port Madison mill, and
it stayed in business many years longexr. It was started
in 1863 by Gaptain William Renton. (The c¢ity of Renton is.
named after him.)

Indians worked at that mill too. The head man of the
Indian village there called himself "Captain Renton.'" That
vas tn.shéw,his respect for the mill's owner,

| The census taker found dozens of Chinese at Port
Blakely. Finally he stopped asking. for their names or
even their nicknames. On the last page of his list, he
just wrote "Chinaman" 39 times. Then he filled in- their
ages and trades. Almost all of them worked for the saw-

;ﬂmﬁ;;ymmwmil11mwﬁ;wvm,mﬂmWW,wmmﬂhﬁkwhﬂwnqﬂy,mWMMH»M“.,WH.Aﬁ»w»#.ﬂﬁywhAm~3 3ja;£
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He also found two Japanese men at Port Blakely. He
listed them as '"Mart Cone" and "Jack Hardy." That was
probably as close as .he could come to their real names,
In those days white people thought Japanese names were
terribly hard to pronounce.

A Filipino man at Port Blakely was listed only by the
nickname "Manilla." That was most likely the name of the

city he came from.

How the .Chinese. Wexe Treated

‘A Chinese businessman, Mr. Wa Chong of Seattle,
brought the Chinese workers.to .Port Blakely. He had a
contract with Captain Renton.to supply labor for the mill.
The Chinese worked on the deck and in the cookhouse.

They loaded and unloaded.the steamship "Biakely" when

' which means

she wvas in port. - They also "wooded her up,'
they loaded wood aboard to be burned in her steam engine.
The Chinese liwved apart from the white people in a
- house of theix own. They rented a gaxden plot from Mrs. o
VRenEcn and fenced it off. Then they raised hogs in it. E
But they had to stop when some county officials £D1d them o o

the hogs were a nuisance.
The Chineéa were quiet., They were .not .much noticed by

,tharwhité”peaple.af.rgrt,Blakély. They seem .to have
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stayed away from the white people because they didn't feel
welcome.

The Chinese didn't speak English, so they couldn't .
tell the white people how they felt. But they did tell
Wa Chong. He sent a letter to Captain Renton to tell him
what was happening. Look at the next page to see a copy
of that letter.

It doesn't seem as if the letter did any good. The
Chinese kept working at the mill for a while,-but they
slowly went away. New. jobs were filled by other men from
Asia. _ |
It was easy to find workers from other countries who
needed the jobs, no matter how badly they were treated.

And they never were.treated as wvell as white men.

Dreams That Didn't Come True

In those days young men growing up in Asia heard
~stories about how wonderful America was. They heard that
everyone here was rich. They heard that there was a |
mountain of gold just .waiting for someone to haul it away.

When they got here they learned the awful trutﬁ.=
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LETTER FROM WA CHONG TO CAPTA!N RENTON

Seattle Nov. Zind 157§

Capt. Renton
Dearn 44n:

The Chinamen in youwr employ complain bitfierly of
the usage they recelve fnom the hands of some of your men,
mofe particularly- at the hands of the mate of the steamer -
BlakelPy. We have had, during the past year, ouver 50 men
at Pont Gamble and have. had 1o complaints whatever,

We wiite o you £n pouson about this thouble,
5&2&,@ that you are not audhe of the abuse owr men ate
recelving at the hands of zhese othen wonkmen, and bebiev-
ing also that when the facts come Lo yawz know€edge, that
you well put a sfop Lo L.

Chinamen have f{eelings and know when they ane
properly used, as well as other men, We therepone place
this matten baﬁa}ze you and feel assuned that jusitice will
be done to ws and Zhe men An owr employ.

Yourns thuly,

(da. Chong

N.B. The men sent to wood up Blakely Last evening Zook
thein coats off on the steamer, and could nol gind Lhem
aftemands. No doubt they were hidden on thrown overboard
- by the white men. Please see about this matlen.
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They had to stack lumber, sweep sawdust, oil the machines,
and haul away the leftover slabs.

They were not paidﬁthe same as white men. If a white
man was doing the same job as an Asian, he .got more money
for it. Most Asians got exactly the same pay, no matter
how long they worked at the mill. After ten years a man's
pay would still be the same as wvhen he was hired.

Scmetimes, when wage rates went up, new warkerégwere
hired for more money. But the Asians who had been around
a long time did not get raises. Few Asians got any chance

to learn skilled jobs that would have paid better.

Many of the ﬁétd jobs at the mill were dangerous too.
If a pile of lumber toppled over while a man was stacking
it, it could crush him. The law said that the mill com-
pany had to pay men who got hurt, unless it was their éwn
fault. |

The company had to make full reports of all accidents.
Each report had to give the worker's name and tell how he
got hurt. It had to say whether it was the company's
fault.

When it was not a white man who wasrhurt, the reports
were done carelessly. Sometimes they didn't use names.
Some lnjured men were just listéd by n&ﬂbar, 1ike "Jap ND',,ﬂﬂ;h;

1177" or "Jap No. 1054."
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Injured men who weren't white sometimes didn't get the
pay that was coming to them. They didn't know their rights,
so they didn't protest. On one accident report it says,
"The injured is a Filipino and not likely to make any com-
piaint "

In the old Port Blakely cemetery you can see tombstones
with strange writing on them. This is Japanese writing.
Some of them mark the graves of workers who were killed in
accidents at the mill.

I. Tamezani is one of those. He was one of the first
two Japanese listed on the mill's payroll. He %as killed
in 1898, when he was 34 years old. The mill had other
Japanese workers before him, but they were not listed on

the ﬁajrall as they should have been.

A Town of Manmy Nations -

This was frontier country in those days, and life was
rough and dirty. Everyone was a pi@ﬁeer (except the
Indians, of course). Nobody cared much about who a person

~was or whexre he came from. A lot of the mill warkérs came
into the country illegsally.

Sailors used to jump ship at midnight in the harbor so

;gﬁm;thayugéaldwgomta.wcrknin.the=mill1ﬂmWhenmthéncaptainwgctuéwn»ﬂdum;Qe;
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ready to sail in the morning, he would find he, had a short
crew. He would have to send out the mate to pick up men off
the street. (Sometimes men were picked up against their
will. This was called "being shanghaied.'")

In this way Port Blakely became a town of many nations.
Workers came from Austria, Chile, England, the Philippines,
Hawaii, Italy, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and the countries of |
Scandinavia. A newspaper reporter wrote, "This mill com-

- pany employs all the different kinds of people that are on
aarth»af the'pfesent time, including inhabitants of the
islands." | '

Many young men arrived from Japan with only one suit,

a bedroll, and less than $10 to their name—and no pass- -
port. No questions were asked about the paéspgrt. They
could go to work at the mill right away for 51.30 or $1.40

a day. They also got meals and a place to sleep.

Honest Men and Gamblers

Before 1894, the Japanese workers were crowded together
in one bunkhouse. Their families were far away, and they
had no women to make things nice for them. Théysaften
speﬁﬁftheir off hours gambling, wasting their time, and

;;%y-dn*;Jscmetimesmacting,rawdyiﬂr e e
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Kihachi Hirakawa came from Japan in 1890 to work in the
mill. Later he became pastor of the Japanese Baptist
Church on the island. He wrote down what it was like when
he first came:

"In the camp of the Sawmillithare were 24 Japanese
living together at the same placé + « « They were working
10 hours every day except Sunday, but every night were
gambling until midnight or 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning
. .L. I couldn't sleep by their noisy talk or ‘sometimes
[they would] quarrel or fight."

-, About a year later a Mr. Fujita of the Japanese Con-
sulate visited Port Blakely to see how the Japanese were
doing. He looked in at the bunkhouse at 10 o'clock in the
morning. He was shocked. Thirty men were in there,
gambliﬁg when they should have been working,

7 Mr., Fujita wrote an angry report back to his consulate.
He told them there were 80 Japanese at the mill, but only
‘twelve of those were "honest workers." Another fifty
rworked only when they needed the money. The rest were fﬁllﬁ
time gamblers. . _
| Not only that, but some of the gamblers were free-
loaders. "Pretending they were employed,' he said,*"they

. ate with the men in the dlnlng room and Spent tha rest Df

the time dolng nathlng but gambllng.
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"No condemning remarks will indeed be too harsh," wrote
Mr. Fujita, "to deeccribe the shameless conduct of these

Japanese."

The Beginning of Family Life

Hanjiro Kono was the boss of the Japanese at the mill.
He put a stop to the gambling in 1894. He told the meﬁ
they must save their money instead of gambling it awéy!

Mr. Kono was the middleman between the Japanese workers
aﬁd the mill owners. He got JDbS for the Japanese. He
took care of their p:@bléms and looked after the Japanesa
community. He wanted it to be the kind of place where men
could bring familiési | |

= The.gamb;ers;&rifted away, and a new kind of people
caﬁe;tc take their place.. _

"Fcrtunately{my bad companions wént to another place,"
wrote Rev. Hirakaﬁa, "and they were replaced by good,
earnest’ farmers so the environment was much improved. Now
after three yearg at Pcrt Blakely, no one disturbed my
reading or my slumbers.

Thegmill company set aside some land where tﬁe new fam—

ilies could live Withgut paying rent. It was close to the
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The company gave the families lumber, and they useﬂ it to

I

build themselves a village.




White people called the v1llage "Japt@Wﬁ "Jap" is a
—-digrespectful-word-for -Japanese-people. It makes them un-
happy, so it is no longer used today. In those days,

- though, people often did not think of the feelings of
people from other countries. . :
On Fort Ward Hill Road, there was a Hawaiian %illage.
’lt was right next to the Japanese village. The Indian
: village was on the south side of the harbor too. There

were also Spanlsh, Italian, Swedish, and Finnish neighbar— ‘

>‘Hh00ds

Hawaiians gﬁ;ﬁhéﬁﬂiil

: Hawailans were another nation of people with dark
‘faces. Some of them came to work at the mill as early as
1880. Many of them were called by nicknames, just like

the other people who were not white.
B "Kanaka'' was one nickname that was used in the early
' days for Hawaiians. That means "person' in the Hawaiian

1languagei

;‘ More Hawaiians came after Hawaii became a territory of
_7 the United Eﬁates. By 1912 or 1913 there were quite a few
}57cf them in-the Hawaiian village.” A Hawaiian athlete who

o was - tauring the country made a special stop in Port e

PRS-

Blakely to visit them. -
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" 'was Big Mouth Nels, a Danish fisherman. There was John

The athlete was Duke Kahanamoku. He was a champion
swimmer in the 1912 Olympics. He was also the man who
made ﬁhe sport of surfing popular in. this country.

Mrs. Freda Adams lived at Port Blakely then. She
remembers the visit of Duke Kahanamoku. To show how
gstrong he was, he waded into the water carrying two big
boulders. Then he swam with the boulders under his arms.
He also entertained people by diving off the pilings at
the mouth of the harbor. |

Mrs. Adams's father, Mr. Brigfield, once saved the
life of a Hawaiian worker who féll into the water. 1In
return fatxsaving his life, the worker and many of his
Hawaiian friends used to visit the Brigfields on Sundaf
afternoong. They would serenade the family by playing

beautiful Hawaiian songs on their ukuleles.

A Colony of Ne'er-do-wells

Not everybaéiiiiﬁéd in a community of his own kind.
On Toejam.Hill there was a.colony of .people from several
different_natiaﬁsi They didn't much care what other
peopie thought of them, and they drank a lot.

Their real names are mostly forgotten. There was

Handsome Harry, who lived with his Indian wife. There
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Bean, who said he was an English lord. There was a German
who said he was an officer in the German Navy. 7

There is a funny story about how Toejam Fill got its
name. These people spent a lot of time in the tavern at
the foot of the hill;. When the bartender saw them coming,
he would say, "I'1l just mix up a little toejam for them.
They'll never know the difference."

By "toejam" he meant any old rotgut he could find on
the shelves. He served it to them, and they drank it. So
the place was called Toejam Hill.

You may hear other stories of how Toejam Hill gét its
name. In fact, you may hear a lot of different stories
about those early days. People uéed to entertain each
other by telling these stories. ' As they were told and re-

told, they grew into legends.

The Japanese Village

"By 1903 there were 300 people living in the Japanese

village; It had two churches~~one Buddhist and one Baptist.

It had three bathhouses, where people could take a nice hot

Japanese bath for 25 cents.

"There were two barber shops. Haircuts were 15 cents

aptece. There vas a place where people could buy tofu.
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Tofu is a cake made of soybeans, which Japanese people like
very much.

A mailman delivered letters from door to door. Many
people read a newspaper, printed in the Japanese language,
that was sent from Seattle.

Mrs. Haruko Yoshida is Mr. Kono's daughter., She remem—
bers most of the houses and huildings in the village. They
were all small and crowded together, but she égys they were
well bu1lt.

They were not painted on the autsida, ‘but 1nside thay
were fixed up with paint and wallpaper. The people also
planted lovely Japanese plum itrees, cherry trees, and
flowers. o .
ﬁr; Kono built a hotel in the village. It had ten
guest rooms and a restaurant that served Japanese noodles.

One room was for the man from the Japanese grocery im
Séattlei He came once a month to take oxders for the
Japanese food that the people liked to eat. Two actors
samatimés rented ancthér room. They acted in Japanesa
plays for the: peaple s enjoyment. ‘

The people. of the village kept on. dojng most things

the same way.they did.them.in Japan. Most of them 'didn't
‘learn much English. Everybody in the village understood

~and spoke Japaiiese.
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Mrs. Yoshida was the first child born to a Japanese
family on the island. She was born at Port Blakely in
1894. When Sﬁe started to school, she was the only
Japanese child there. ,

The teachers and the other schoolchildren were kind to
her. She soon learned Engllsh and made many friends. éhe
remembers being very happy at school.

! The children and young people of the village had a lot
to do. They played baseball at a ballpark up the hill,
There were also a youth club, a picnic area, and a pool hall.

In 1904 Rev. Hirakawa started a Sunday school. His
first»pupils were Mrs., Yoshida, her sister, and another

girl., He held class.in the little church that he and thrae

~other men built with their own hands. Before 1ong there

were thirty children in the class,

meén'swﬂg:k
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The women of the Japanese village worked hard in their
homes. They cooked, cleaned house, and took care of their
children. It was hard work because they had no rﬁnning
water indoors. They had to go down to the creek and carry
water up in buckets for washing aﬁd for doing the1r chares.

Some of the women had jobs as hausakeepers too. They

did housework in the homes of white women on the other side




of the harbor. Mrs. Nakao sometimes walked all-the way to
a house at Crystal Springs and back. After she did all thé
--hcusewgrk ‘there, she was palé 50 cents a day.

Sometimes a Japaﬁese hausewifa cauld find time to help
someone else who needed it. MIS. Adams remembers the time
her mother had a héartlattazk. ‘Mrs. Takayoshi would come
Dvéf and do the hausewcrﬁﬁ 'She didn‘t get any money for:

it. She just did it as a friend.

Slab Harry

The Japanese mill workers ;éuldnft get the ga@d jobs
in the mill, so some of them started little businesses of
their own. One man who did that was Torazo Nakao. He was
Mrs. Nakao's husband.

Mr. Nakaarwés called ''Slab Harry'' by the white people.
.~ He had a job hauling the leftover slabs away to be burned.
The mill kept a big fire going day and night, just to burn
up the slabs. | '

Slabs are the first slices sawn off a log. They are
curved on one side and flat on the other. They are no
good fcr maklng planks, but they can be ground up and used
in other ways.

Nowadays slabs are saved. In fact, nowadays nearly

every part of a tree is used, even the bark. Many years
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: éga, théugh, the supply of wood éaemed endless. The mill
'1c§ne:s didn't want. to be bothered with odd piaéés like
slabsir-They were clumsy tﬁ'handle}j |
Slab Harry found a way to make a business out of the
slabs. He sold some to .the "Monticello" and other steam-—
ships when they called at Port Blakely.' They burned the
.slabs to run their engines.
Before long there were five or six other Japanese men
.’wéfking for Slab Harry. They had to load the slabs when
theAﬁiée*ﬁas just_right. This meant that they often |
worked at night and very early in the morning before it
.?¥3ﬁ§¢~ o ,
', Slab Harry and his wife also ran the tofu shop in the

‘Japanese village. He worked hard, and did well in*busineésg

The Town That Vanished

When you look at Port Blakely harbor today it's hard -
to.believe that é lot of people used to live and work
there. All you see are a few scattered houses, a few sail-
boats rolling at anchor, and a lot of empty beach. |

.Three. generations ago you would have seen the harbor
jammed with ships. You would have seen many houses, stores,
churches, and meeting halls on the hillsides. You would

have seen wharves bullt out over the beach, from the
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Japanese village clear around to the north side of the
harbor.

The mill even had its own raiir@adi'vfhere were 35
miles of track that ran around ;hérharbcf éﬂd into'ﬁhe
wccdé.. Four engines were always busy, hauiiﬁg‘lcgs and
supplies.

'Whefa did everything go? Well, a lot of it.was de-
stroyed by fire. The mill burned down twice and was re-~
bﬁilt}tﬁiceg !

The first time, in 1888, it was rebuilt bigger than
ever., People said it wgs the biggest sawmill in the world.
But the second fime, in 1907, only half of it was rebuilt.
- The supply of big trees was running out.

‘The mill quit for good after the First World War.

Most of the buildlugs were torn down. The wood in them
was used to make other buildings on the island. Maybe the
house you live in is made of wood that omnce was part of
old Port Blakely.

VWhat happened to the people when the town disappearéd?
Some went back to their native lands. Some found other
jobs somewhere else in America. Slab Harry and some others
bought land and stayed on the island.

There are many descendants of the Japaﬁese mill workers -

who still live on Bainbridge Island today.
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~America, Kiyonosuke Takayoshi was a |

“"Blakely--3,000 miles from Boston.

'~ GENERAL TAKAYOSHI
Sometime Eefore he égmé.tc

general in the Imperial Japanese :
Army. The ship that brought him an
his family was supposed to land in
Boston. Somehow it ended up in Port

That was in 1899,

General Takayoshi stayed in Port’
Blakely and started a general store
in the Japanese village. After Mr.
KDﬁD 1eft, he became the uncff;elal

"mayor'"of the village.

Besides the general store, he
had an ice cream parlor, a photo
studio, a watch repair business, and |
a dance hall. He raised chickens, b -
pigs, and cows. Behind his house he kept a beautiful
Japanese garden. 1In the garden were mlnlature Eféés,

Takayoshi

- called bonsai trees,

Most Japanese men in Port Blakely were busy workers,
but General Takayoshi was one of the busiest. He had a
lot to take care of, He got up at 3:00 in the morning to
make the ice cream for the ice cream parlor. All day he

sold groceries, took pictures, fixed watches, and tended

his animals. After dark he developed the pictures he had

~ taken during the day.

General Takayoshi's store was well known té everybody
who lived in Port Blakely. Many people who grew up on
the other side of the harbor remember going to the
Japanese village on Sundays. The children loved to eat
that good, creamy ice cream.

The dance hall was d4n back of the store. Kimiko, the
General's daughter, played the piano while people danced.
At other times people danced to an old~fashioned record.
player, the kind with a horn on it. 8oldiers from Fort
Ward used to come to the dance hall to meet nice young
women. They danced with schcclteachers from the Port
Blakely School.
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'THE STRAWBERRY DAYS

The soil and weather on Bainbridge Island are JuEt  }

r;ght far strawbarfies¢ One of the 1sland s flrst Japanese

;fatmers, Shinichi Mar;tanl, prcved it. He grew the island's

first strawberr;es in 1908 v _

The next year six more Japanese fafmers planted straw-
befrles. Theirs did well too. Soon Bainbridge becama
fameus for its good strawberries. They provided a llvlﬁg

for the Japanese, FilipingsS and Indians on the island.

- Nobody got rich growing strawberries. There wasﬁ‘t: R

much money in it. That's why white people didn't grow
them, On the cther hand, it didn't take much money to get
started. And the nonwhite farmers didn't have much money.
1 :

"All vou needed to grow strawberries,' said one farmer,

"was one horse, one plow, and lots of kids."

A Start in Farming

Japanese men got into farming by clearing the land.
The land around Winslow was covered with trees, and the
owners wanted them removed. .They kmew that the Japanese

worked very hard. They hired them to chop down the trees, |,
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- and sometimes let them use pa:F ef the 1and when they were
 through-

" In those days farmers didn't have tractors and mﬂdernv 
farm equipment. They had-ée blast the stumps with dyna%
- mite. Then they used horses to pull out the pieces;‘ They
used the horses to pull their plows too. ‘

Not many peeple ‘had cars. It was hard for the farmers>
to get their pfc&uge;tc market. Isasaburm Katayama had a-
farm at Jaland Center and sold his vegetables at Port
VBlakel&. He had to-load the vegetables in é wheelbarrow
and whael.it all the way to the mill. '

" The men warked very hard far 1ang hcurs. Sc@n, some
af them had en@ugh money saved up to think about haﬁing ar

family

Marriage by Mail

There wera'very few unmarried Japanese women in America.
So when the farmers started looking for wives, their
thoughts turned back to Japan. And they began writing
1&t£érsi _ "
zin Japan, marriages were arranged by thewysung peoples’
families. Sometimes the bride and groom did not meet until

just before the wedding. So the Japanese men in America




111 .jqu=fg11awéd this old custom. They wrote hcme and asked

their parents to flnd wives for them, _

The men sent pictures of themselves so the women, Wauld
“know what they looked like. The women in turn sent théir
pictures. to the men, The wives who were chosen this way
are called "picture brldes. '
written, and the families agreed the young women would
_b@afd a ship. _They had tq take a long voyage to America.

- There they would meet their husbands-to-be and mafry them.
Many picture brides remeﬁBer how scared they were.
~Most of them had never been more thaﬁ'ﬁwéﬁty miles from
home. What kind of man would meet them? What would their
rew home be like?

When the ship finally came to Seattle, the young women
would line the rail. They would each be thding a plctux&
.amd trying to matah it to one of the ﬁaﬂes on the dcck N

At the end of the degk would be a crowd of young men.
Bach would be hclding @ plcture and.looking closely at the
faces on the ship. ; ’ '

After they sorted #ach other out, the proud yaung man
would show the young woman her new home .

' Mrs. Suyematsu remembers how disappointed she was
when her husband, Yasuji, showed her his farm on Bainbridge.
ol |
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’ Nching was tthéE=DGthlng but trees. You can't grow any-

' Athing, she said to harself, on land that's all covered with"

treest |
Mr. Suyematsu cleared the land with a horse. He used
dynamite to blast out the stumps. Mrs. Suyematsu helped
herrhusband by*dragging away the branches. She'taak_euﬁ
even the tinlest twigs. Wilkes School now stands on the
land}ﬁhay,cleared! |
" Vhen she_looks back on it now, Mrs. Suyematsu doesn't

know how she ever did all that.

| elping Joch Other

:f; The wives halped ‘their husbands many waysg They often Vv; f;
worked hard in the f;elds al@ngsidé them. Besides that,‘ |
hey caaked, cleaned and took care of the childréﬁ. B

: Whaléwfamilles worked tagetber to plant the strawﬂ‘
barries. Thevmen would make the holes in the ground. The

- women would follow. behind and set in the plants. The
children would .follow and tap down the roots just right

" Planting time was always one of Fhé busiest times Df

the year., vaane'family had'tcc much to do alané};ffiendg

and neighbors helped. Afterward they would all have dinner

together and enjoy each other's company.

: | 48




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




A0

The fruit was canned in the home of Sakakichi Sumiyoshi,

one of the growers.

Everybody got together to do that.

Then in 1917 the National Cannery Company was opened in

Seattle. The growers sold their fruit there and let

National do the canning.

The growers organized so they would get a good price

for their berries. They called their organization the ‘

Japanese Farmers Association. They sold their berries for

8 or 9 cents a pound.

Bainbridge began

to be known as the "strawberry island."

The Bainbridge Island Community Club staxted a Strawberry

Festival. It was held at harvest time, and the growers

donated strawbervries
year until after the

In 1924 the Port
the Japaﬁése village
lies were still left
Blakely, and many of

Japanese families

for it. The festival was held every

‘Second World War.

Blakely mill closed for good. In 1925
burned down. Dnlyfa few Japanasé fami- -
in the town. Now they left Port
them became 5;:aWh%zry farners.

from other places moved to the 4island

around this time. They wanted to grov stravberries too.

The growers decided to do their own canning again.

They figured they could get a better price for their berries

that way. But this t

bﬁild a real camnery.

ime they would do it right, They wauid:f




They formed the Winslow Berry Growers Association. They
built a cannery on a dock over Eagle Harbor, at the end of
Weaver Road. They hired people to do the canning.

Two hundred people used to work in that cannery every
year; The canned berries were loaded on Nels Christensen's
boat right at the cannery. Then they were shipped to

Seattle aﬂd"SGld;

The Return of the Canadian Indians

Picking all those berries was quite a job. Even with
the whole family working, even with friends and neighbors

~pitching in, there weren't enough hands. The growers

—needed pickers. —So about 1915 they invited the Canadian
Indians to come down.
Now these were not the same Canadian Indians who used
to come down in their war canoes. Many years had gone by.
' These were their children and grandchildren.
| These Indians came by ferryboat, and brought their
| families with them. They came to work. Fruit picking was
their work, and they were good at it. They were already
_coming to Washington State every year to pick hops.
| - Every year fewer hops were grown, so more Indians
_Qamé to Bainbridge; The more Indians who came to pick,
" 'the more berries the Japanese coiild grow. The more
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7 Every able-bodied person in an Indian family would

berries the Japanese grew, the more the Indians could pick.

Finally there were hundreds of Indians coming to the
island; They worked in the fields and in the cannery.
They stayed here for two months every year.

The growers put up bunkhouses where the Indian fami-
lies could stay. Sometimes they just had them stay in old
chickenhouses or barns. None of these places had running
water or indoor toilets.

One barn had fifteen people staying in it. There were
two families and some bachelor men. The families staked
out corners of the barn, and the bachelors slept wherever

they could find a spot.

come to pick strawberries. There were no babysitters or day -
care centers for the babies. The Indian mothers had to
take care of their children and pick too. So they picked
in fields close to where the children were sleeping.
Strawbeffy picking is hard work. It's called '"stoop
labor." That's because the berries grow right on the
ground, You can't stand up to pick them. Stoop labor
gives you an aching back. |
Usually the Indians got half their pay while they
worked. When they were ready to go home, the growers would

give them the other half to pay their way. The Indians



would spend the winter at home. Then in the summer some of
them would come back to the island and help in hoeing and
weeding the fields.

In wintertime they would knit woolen sweaters to sell.

Canadian Indians are famous for the fine sweaters they make.

Laws That Hurt the Japanese

Some people in America did not want any more Japanese
to come to this country. Others wanted to make it hard for
[ those who were already here; in hopes that they Wauld:g@

back to Japan. Two laws were passed in the 1920's that

made thlngs tough for the Japanese. B

In 1921 Washington State passed the Alien Land Law.
This law said that fareigners could not own land unless
they could become citizens. There was already a law that
said the Japanese could not become citizens. So the new
law was aimed at them.

(1t wasn t until 1951 that people from Japan were al-

lowed to become citizens.)
Sonokichi Sakai was a strawberry farmer. He farmed the

land where Commodore Bainbridge Séh@oi and the Catholic

church are now. He wanted very much to own the land he was

farming.
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Mr. Sakai was born in Japan, so the law said he couldn't
buy land. ' But his son Paul was born on Bainbridge. He was
an American citizen by birth. So Mr. Sakai bought the land
in Paul's name. |

Many other Japanese farmers did the same. They held the
land in the names of their Dldesﬁ éhildren; This way they
kept it in the family.

Others had help from friendly white people. Tom Loverich
was a Winslow grocer who held land for some farmers. The
R.D. Bodle Cgmpanyrﬁas a cannery caﬁﬁaﬁy that did the same -
thing.

A Federal law was passed in 1924. It said that no m

r
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0
“immigrants could come from Japan. That meant there would be

no more picture brides. If a man still-did not have his
Japanese wife, he would have to go back to Japan to get
married.

The new law made a difference between the generations
in Japanese families. The ''old timers" were the people who
came here before 1924. They.called themselves Issei. That
means ''first generation' in Japanase_. They were the first
generation in America.

Their children who were born and raised here were called

Nisei., 'Niseil'" means 'second generation."
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The Issei were Japanese by birth and could never be
American citizens. The Nisei were American by birth, and
wanted to be just like other Americans. But they were
different from most other Americans.

Their faces looked different. Théy had foreign names.
They spoke Japanese befa%g they spoke English. They ate
different kinds of food. So most people thought of them,

not as "just plain Americans,'" but as Japanese-Americans.

An Invitation to the Filipinos

After 1924 America still had stoop labor to be done.

. There weren't enough Indians to do it all. No more
Japanese workers were allowed to come. The Chinese were
kept out too. So America turned to the Philippines.

The people of the Philippines were friendly to America.
Their country was run by Americans, because we won it from
the Spanish in a war. Filipino schoolchildren heard more
about American ﬁiétafy than they did about their own.

In the 1920's the Philippines was in a depression. It
was a time when jobs were scarce and education was expen-—

ive. Young Filipino men were given promises that they

]

could do better in America. They were promised good pay
and a good education. They were promised an equal chance
at the good things of life.
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Young men told other young men. As the promises were
passed along, they sounded better and better. Some
Filipinos heard that America was like heaven. They heard
that they could get anything they wanted, if they would
only go there.

Does this sound like arn old story? Yes, the Filipinos
came to America with big dreams. They heard wonderful tales
about it, just like the Chinese, Japanese, and other immi-
grants who came before them. Just like the others, they
found that America was not a bed of roses. o

Filipinos came over by the thousands. They came on ship

after ship. Some of them were men who later started the

Filipino community on Bainbridge Island. (The Filipinos who

- worked at the sawmills all moved away years before.)
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Most of these young men were children of poor farmers.
Most of them never finished grade school. Labor bosses
hired them to do hard work for low pay. |

Most of them were sent to do stoop labor in Hawaii and
on the West Coast. Some of them went to work in fish can-

neries in Alaska.

An Unpleasant Voyage

The bosses paid the men's way over on steamships. The

journey took a very long time--about a month. That was
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‘because the éhips stopped along the way at Hong Kong,
Yokohama, Takya, Honolulu, and Port Angeles. By .the time
they landed at Seattle, a lot of the men were terribly sea-
sick.

They sleét on little bunks crowded into ﬁhe hull of the
ship. Sometimes 200 or 300 of them were crowded together.
Sometimes there were too many, and a few of them had to
sleep on deck.

Their food was paid for, but it wasn't very good.
Sometimes they were cheated. Felix Narte of Island Center
remembers his trip from the Philippines:

"Just eat hot lunch around nine or ten o'clock at night.

~———I-think—they—are-supposed-to—give-us—apples, youknow; those
people that are working there. But instead of giving us
free, he tried to sell it to us. So what we did, we get wise,
and everybody go around to him and then one guy ﬁush ocne guy
so he dropped all those apples and everybody pick . . .

"He tried to make money for himself, because I know that
was supposed to be for us."

When they landed in Seattle, the Filipino men went to
stay in hotels in Chinatown. Sometimes two or three of them
lived in one room. They didn't stay there long at a time,
because they had to travel around to get work.

The Filipinos worked in the fields, tha canneries, the
railroads, wherever there was a job. They did the hard,
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poorly paid jobs, just like the Chinese and Japanese before
them. They might work one season in Alaska, and the next
season in California.

It was hard to get the education they were promised.
Anacleto Corpuz of Island Center finished high school in
Everett. That was after he spent five years picking crops.
But most of the Filipino workers didn't make enough money,
or didn't stay in one place long enough, to go béck to

school.

Seasonal Work on the Island

In 1927 some Japanese farmers of Bainbridge Island needed

more help with their crops. They put an ad in the Seattle
newspapers.. The ad was answered by three Filipino men,
Philip Morales, Nick Bucsit, and Domingo Almirol. They came
over on the ferryhoat to pick strawberries.

Soon more Filipinos came to work. More Qéme the next
year, and more the year after that. The? became a regﬁiar'
part of island life. They worked for the Chihara family,
the Nishinakas, the Mojis, the Sakais, the Suyematsus, the
Terashitas, the Hayashidas, and several others. '

For about ten years the Filipinos were here during the

strawberry season. They stayed in the bunkhouses and cabins
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the farmers had built. They worked with the Canadian Indians
and got to know them. At the end of the season ﬁhay usually
went back to their hotels in Chinatown. o

It was a long time before the Filipinos could have their
own land. They couldn't afford it. They came to America
very poor, and something happened in éhe 1930's to keep them
poor.

What happened was the Great Depression. That was a time
when money was very scarce in this country. Jobs disappeared.
Average people found themselves living like poor people.

Poor people sometimes went hungry.

Wages for Fiiipiné men went;éawn to 15 cents an hour.
e In-—some-places—they-got-only-10— centsuan -hour.—Everything———
was cheap then, but you still couldn't buy much on low wages

like those. |

It was a struggle for some Fi 11p ino men just to get food.
Ben Rinonos of Island Center,.xemembers how he ‘and his friends
got by. They lived mostly on rice because Ehey could get it
without paying any money. ﬂ-?

They would borrow a hundfed;pcund sack of rice from a
Japanese fafmér to tide them over the winter. They would
dig clams, catch fish, and gather;seaweaﬂ to go with the
rice. Then they'd repay the farmer in the spring by working

fcr him.
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Bad Feelings Because of Race

£

Some white people were as badly off as the Filipinos.
Some were jealous because people of another color had jcbs
when they did not. They showed their bad feelings by tor-
menting the Filipinos.

Some Filipinos on the island had rocks thrown at them
when they walked to work. The people who were throwing the
rocks yelled out dirty names at the Filipinos. They yelled,
"Go home, you little brown monkeys!'

Things like that would happen to Filipinos when they

went by Bainbridge High School. Sometimes they were pushed

—around on_the ferryboats too. — e

There used to be a bunkhouse where the Sportsmen's Club
is now. Mr. Corpuz and some other Filipino men stayed there
one strawberry season. One night a mob gathered and threw
rocks at the building.

The mob came the next night, and several more nights,

and did the same thing. The men in the bunkhouse got a shot-

gun to protect themselves. Finally the rock throwing
stopped. The men didn't have to use their gum.

By 1940 things got a little better for everybody. Some
Filipinos were aﬁle to save some money. One or: two of them
became partners of Japanese farmers. But they couldn't buy

land because bankers would not make loans to them.
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Phillip Narte (left)
was one of the first
Filipinos on the is-
land to drive a car.

The Cladstone sister lee
Anne, Mazie, and Clara--were
Indians who came from Canada
to work during the strawberry
harvest. They all married
Filipino farmers.
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Five Filipinos got together
to form a small dance band.

Left to right: Maurico
Calica, Valdomero Balagot,
Gervacio Acilde, an uni-
dentified man, and Lorenzo
Calica.
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Japanese garden at Bainbridge Gardens, Island Center o

g

P Riv N S T AREERETS |
11 and Se families Chrysanthemums grew in a Japanese- -
store at Bainbridge Garden

5. owned greenhouse at Pleasant
Beach.
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The Royal Banquet

By 1939 Bainbridge Island strawberries were famous for
their good taste and their large size. The U.S. Depértm&nt
of Agriculture said they were some of the very best in the
country.

More than 800 acres of strawberries were being grown

on the island. Wilkes School, the Village, the Winslow

Bethany Lutheran Church, the Little League field, Meadow-
meer, and Strawberry Hill Park are all on land that used to

be strawberry fields. The land where your home is may once

have been a strawberry field. .

The iéién64§@£ éivery gréaérgéﬁofrigviééél 'Théwgiég
and queen of England visited the city of Vancguvefﬁin Canada.
No king or queen had ever been in Canada before. The people
of Vancouver wanted to serve thé@ the finest strawberries
that could be found. "

Did they serve Canadian strawberries? No! Those
weren't good enough. The city of Vancouver sent to Bain-
bridge Island for 800 crates of our strawberries. The far-
mers were all very proud that their berries were chosen for

the royal banquet. J
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Gardens and Greenhouses

Some of the Japanese farmers grew other crops besides

strawberries. Loganberries, raspberries, and Dlympié
berries were popular too. The Kltayamas, Katayamas,
Takayoshis, Furutas, Kimuras, Haruis, and Sekos owned green-~.
houses. They used them to raise tomatoes and cucumbers in
the epring and summer. In the winter they grew flowers.

" The Takayoshis sold their vegetables to thé Lynwood
Store, What was left over was sent by boat tam%eattle. Tha ;;

other famllles scld what they cDuld here and taak the rest

to Seattle. _4}:fgg
Many people on the island remember Bainbridge Gardens . 8
at Island Center. It was owned by two brothers, Mr. Harui

and Mr,:Sekc. (Mr. Seko took his wife's name when he

-married. That was because her father had nc song to carry

64

on his family naime.)

Bainbridge Gardens had a greenhouse, greo-ery store, aﬁd f
gas station. All around, on both sides of che road, were i
beautiful landscaped gardens. There were tall weeping

willow trees, and tiny bomsai trees. There were ponds full

R

of carp, a relative of the goldfish. People could park
their cars and walk through the gardens buying trees,

flowers, vegetables, or ice cream. L
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il ~man trudged along a dirt road on

i Bainbridge Island. He didn't know
_exactly where he was. He had no
~'idea where he was going. And he

"f[ ing a suit and tie but walking

- barefoot! He carried his shoes in
’  his hand because they hurt his feet.
4 He had never worn that kind before.

In the cold gray dawn, a short

looked very strange: He was wear-

- This was Kanekichi Shibayama's first morning in America.

| The night before, he had jumped off a Japanese ship in Port

- Blakely harbor. He was treated badly on the ship, and he

‘,;;thcught he could make a new life in America. So he found

a road and followed the telephone poles to wherever they

i;fmight lead him.

LAraad51de -and-ate it. Farther 'on, he came to a farmhouse =

- farmer gave him his glass of water. ;gf

‘ever seemed interesting. When he heard a dog bark, he
~went toward it. When he heard a boat whistle, he turned

!l He stooped and drank some water. When he looked up, there

He had no food or water. He found an apple by the

. and asked for a glass of water. "Kon-nichi wa,' he said
- to the farmer, "mizu, go-men nasai.”

The man couldn’t understand his Japanese. Mr.
Shlbayama couldn't speak a word of English. But he made
_himself understood by making signs with his hands. The _.

He kept walking till the afternoon. He followed what-
and followed that.

When he came to a small brook, he was thirsty again.
~in front of him.was an empty soy sauce barrel.

"White people don't use soy sauce,' he thought.
There must be Japanese around here.'" And he began to run.
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Soon he found a Japanese farmer tending his chickens.
The farmer's name was Uhichi Matsushita. Mr. Shibayama
bowed to him and said, "I have been running around all day
yesterday and today. ° Wcﬁld you please help me? I have
only 5 yen in my pocket.'

"I took care of a stranger once,'" said Mr. Matsushita,
"and he caused me a lot of trouble." Mr. Shibayama just
stcad there. He had nowhere else to go. There was a long

Flnally Mri Matsushita sald "You may stay tonight -in

my House. After that we'll think about it."

After three days Mr. Matsushita said, 'You appear to
be an earnest fellow, and so I will hire you." d

Mr. Shibayama stayed there one year and saved $300. =
That helped him get started in business. He worked very =B
hard, and today he owns two shopping centers and several o
hotels and apartment buildings. The Village Shopping :
Center in Winslow belongs to him. ‘ L]

Just before the Japanese families were moved from the g
West Coast in World War II, Mr. Shibayama bought farmland

- in Moses Lake, Washington. His family was joined by the |

Sekos, Haruis, and Kobas, and they raised onions together. C
They were the first Japaneése settlers in that area.

Because of that, and because of other things he did,
Mr. Shibayama was invited to Japan in 1971. He met the
emperor. He was given a medal, the Sixth Order of the
Sacred Treasure. This medal is ghven to Japanese who U]
leave their native land and distinguish themselves in
another country.

Mr. Shibayama is grataful to Mr. Matsushita for giving
him his. start in America. d

/ : o . .
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THE NISHINAKA FAMILY

The Nishinakas had all kinds of troubles. They moved
from Japan to America to Japan and back again. They final- &
ly went back to Japan for good. But their children stayed @
he.ce, and they have many descendants on Bainbridge Island. [
This story is told by their daughter, Mrs. Nobuks Hayashida
of Island Center.

Tomokichi Nishinaka came to America when he was 23. n
He worked on farms in California and thought he would settle m
there. So he sent for his fiancee, Tomiye. g

Tomiye got on a ship for San Francisco. But that was
1906, and San Francisco was nearly destroyed by an earth-
quake. The ship had to land in Seattle. Mr. Nishinaka
had to come to Seattle to get Tomiye and marry her.

They stayed in Seattle, and Mr. Nishinaka worked on
the railroads. They had their first child, Shigeko—a
girl Mr. Nishinaka was di;appciﬁted He Wanted a bay

carry @nzthe famlly name.,

They moved to Bellevue and grew strawberries. Their
second child, Fujiko, was born—another girl. Now Mr.
Nishinaka wanted a boy in the worst way.

In 1908 he heard that logging paid well on Bainbridge
Island. He bought a tugboat and hired some Japanese
loggers. They cut down trees, skidded them to the water,
and towed them to Tacoma. The logs brought enough money
to pay off Mr. Nishinaka's debts.

His wife was expecting again. This time, he thought,
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it has to be a boy! 1In November 1909 the child was born— @
another girl, Nobuko. But Mr. Nishinaka had already told 7
everyone it was a boy, and he went ahead and had a big '
celebration. He couldn't keep it a secret for long.

Imaglne his embarrassment when his friends found out the




Poor Mrs. Nishinaka cried because she couldn't give
her husband a son.
One night when Mr. Nishlnaka was towing his logs, a

§ storm came up. It scattered them all over the Sound. It

d---at -Fletcher- ‘Bay: Mrs. Nishinaka didn't want to move =~

was hopeless to find them. Then and there ‘he quit logg-
ing. He became a farmer and fisherman. 7

Another daughter, Fumiko, was born. Finally—on the

§ fifth try!—they had a boy. They named him Kay. But now
~ they had five little mouths to feed, and they couldn't make
# enough money. They had to go back te¢ Japan.

It was winter when the family got to Japan. All the
children got sick. The precious snn, Kay, became so sick !
that he died. The heartbroken parents left their daughters
with relatives and came back to America to try again.

They bought the Panama Hotel in Seattle. They did well.
Another son, Takeo, was born to them. They were very happy -
now, and Mr. Nishinaka decided to buy a home und send for
the other children.

“'He came back to Bainbridge and bought the Olsen place

because they were doing so well in the hotel. But her hus-
band had his mind made up. He didn't speak to her for
three days. Finally she gave in.

The daughters were brought back. Another girl, Midori,
was born on the island.- Now they were a family again.

When the king and queen visited Canada, the Nishinakas'
strawberries were among those selected for the royal ban-
quet. Mr. Nishinaka was overjoyed. He had his children
wash their hands and pick the very biggest ones they cculd
- find.

When the oldest children were grown, the parents. moved
back to Japan with Takeo, Fumiko, and Midori. TFour daugh--
ters stayed here and married. One of them, Mrs. Shi igeko
Kitamoto, still lives in the old home on Fletcher Bay

"In spite of everything," says Mrs. Hayashida, ''we had
a happy childhood." :
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~ PAPA JOE RAPADA

S - Papa Joe was one of the Filipinos U

45 who came to this country in the big

“ | wave of immigration in the 1920's.

. H He was born in 1906 and named

[ Honorato R. Rapada. (Nobody calls

‘i him that any more.)

= He grew up in poverty on a farm.
He only went to the fifth grade in

[ school. Many Filipinos came to

== [ America for the same reasons he did.

Bl This is his story, as he told it: %

. I was 21 years old when I left to C . ,

-kl come to this country. I came on an T ' D !

oo [ American ship, called the "President McKinley,'" with some

frieﬁds It'stépped in Hang Kong aﬂd japan and a Zat of

M There weré abaut two hundred Flllp;nas on that thp -
TR T had a hard lifeée in the Philippines, so I just came [
to look for something better to do with my life. I didn't L
come to go to school. I just came to work here. .
I landed in the Port of Seattle on March the 7th,
'1927. The first day I went to Chinatown with my friend
1 who was on the same boat. We got a room in a hotel. Then
dl  we looked for some jobs. L
o You couldn't get a job right away that time. It was |
| maybe two months before I got a job. Then the first job I |l
got, I went to Alaska. I worked in a fish cannery for u
three months. Lots of Filipinos, Chinese, and Japanese
were working there.
For ten years I worked around Alaska, California, and ,
Arizona. We worked picking apples, picking potatoes, g
picking hops. Any kind of job we work if we can find it.
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We stayed in the camps, in Indian tents and houses that
they furnished us. :

It didn't pay much. It got so bad I wanted to go back
to the Philippines. But I couldn't. How can you go back
when you got no money?

In 1938 I came to Bainbridge Island to work in the
strawberry fields for Mr. Matsushita. They had dances al-
most every night in strawberry season. At one of the
dances 'I met my wife, Louise. She was an Indian straw-
berry picker from Canada. She worked for the Kitamoto
family.

Along came the war, in 1942, they needed somebody to
work in the shipyards in Winslow. There was lots of work.
They paid me to go to welding school, so that's where I
learned welding. After that I worked at welding in
Winslow, I worked in Seattle, in Renton. But I stayed on
the island so my kids could go to school. I got thirteen
kids. My daughter Joy, she's the first Filipina girl to
graduate from Bainbridge High School.

I bought a small farm in Manzanita, and I grew straw-
~ berries. And I worked at welding at night. It was lots

of work. Lots of times I got up in the morning and went
to work in the fields, then without going back in the
house I went off to do my welding job. Then I would come
home at midnight after I finish my work in the shipyard.
A couple of years ago I went back to the Philippines,
first time back in 47 years, It was really good--lots of
things to see. But my mother, my father are dead now.
My nieces and nephews were really glad to see me, but
they didn't know who I was till T told them my name.
If I get enough money, I may go back for another
visit. But I will stay living here because I got my
family here.




THE WAR THAT CHANGE
EVERYTHING

The Japanese farmers did not mix much with the white
people of the island. They had their own community hall®
and their own churches. They had their own festivals on
their own holidays. They gathered on those days to eat
their own special foods.

That was partly because the parents of the families
were Issei. They were used to Japanese customs. And they .
didn't speak English very well. 'English is a hard language
to learn if you didn't grow up with it. |

It was also partly because the Issei didn't know how
~ white people felt about them. It was white people who
passed the laws that said they couldn't become citizens and
coildn't own their own land.

The Indians and Filipinos didn’f mix much with white
people either. They spent their time with each other and
with the Japanese. They were always a little afraid that

someone would throw rocks at them or call them names.
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A White Man's Country

i
Thirty--five years ago, most white Americans thought
America was a white man's country. They knew the other

races were here. But they didn't pay much attention to.

the way they thought or felt. It was hard to understand

that a person whose face was a different color could have

L . r

the same kinds of feelings. ” -

Many people thought people of other rgées should be

kept by themselves. Some even wanted to send them away.

In the Great Depression, the Government offered to send

Asians home if they would. go. Not many of them went.

' They didn't have anything to go back to. . .

Then came the Second World War. White Americans

began to feel pretty strongly about people of other races;

They found themselves fighting against some of them. And

they found themselves fighting algngside others.

During the war Americans had many feelings about

other races. They felt fear, hate, pity, and admiration.

They no longer felt that other races could be ignored.

Slowly .they began to understand them. America has never

been the same since.
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The Dreadful Day

Anyane ‘who 13 old enough remembers Just what he was
vdalng the day America went to war. Mo Nakata of Winslow .
was playing golf when he heard the dreadful news. War-
‘planes from Japan had bombed Hawaii. Two thousand
Americans were killed, o *
He couldn't" qu1te bélleve it, He finished the game,
* Then he went hamg to wait for more news. He wondered what
would happen to him. ) e
Other japaﬂesa%Americans wondered too. Would their
fellow Americans think of them as Americans? Or would they

only think af hcw dlfferent they lacked, and call them

:VJapanese?':

The, Japanese in America had nathi%g to do with the i
bombing. Most of the Issei had lived in this country longer
than they lived in Japan. The U.S. Government knew they
were loyal. But the country turned against them anyway.

Rumors began to spread. There was a rumor that the
Japanese farmers planted their strawberries in rows that
p@iﬁteé to Bremerton. That was suﬁp@sed tg‘guidE'airplanes
from Japan to the Navy Yard, so they could bomb it. There
was another stcry that the farmers had dynamite. People
said they would use it to blow up the Navy Yard, Fort Ward,
and the Battle Point radio station.

17 7
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- ing the place where we rent around Koura's place . . .
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The FBI cﬁecked out the stories. Sure enough, some of
the farmers did have dynamite. They used it to clear |
stumps. There was nothing wféng_in ﬁhat, but people were
jittery and were afraid they might use it for evil purposes.

Frank Kitamoto had a lot of dynamite in his shed. It
belonged to him and Felix Narﬁé, his Filipino partnar,,
They were clearing land they rented to plant more stiguwr-

berries.

"Of course I told them that is ours tcgethér,” héAsaysi
"We used that for blasting the stumps, because we are clear-

But it didn't do aﬁy good. Mr. Kitamétc ‘was taken away

“wtcmamprlsan -camp~ in Missoula; Montana, "Thirty-three other

Japanese men from the island were sent there with him. They
were the fathers of most of the Japanese families on the
island.

The FBI visited all the Japanese fam;lles and took away
their cameras, guns, and short-wave rad;os. All of those

items, said the FBI, might be used to help the enemy.

The Evacuation Order

Some senators and other important people said that all
the Japanese in America should be rounded up. 'You can't




tell a loyal Jap frém‘a disloyal one" was one of the state-
ments they made. They never said things like that about
Ameticans who came from Germany and Italy. Yet we were at.-
war with those countries too.

Japanese-Americans were singled out because of their
race. People thought Asians were not to be trusted. They ---
looked so different. How could you be sure what theyiﬁere
thinking? -

The feeling against the .Japanese became very great.
Finally the Government decided to move them all away from
the coast. The presidé%t sigﬁed an order to send them to
camps many miles away. Thgre they would be kept until the
war was over. |

*”“”““““”%Tﬁé“jéﬁéﬁééé”féﬂiliés”Sf"Béiﬁﬁfiagéwiéiéﬁawﬁé%é”thém“'"”M”
first in the country to be taken away to a camp. That was
"because: the ccmménder at Battle Pcintﬂg;zéﬁﬁﬁéy were dan-—
 gequs; He was worried because Bainbridge is close to the
Bremerton Navy Yard, |

Scldiers cémegécgtﬁa island in March of 1942. They
nailed‘up notices in public places all over the island.

The notices said the Japanese had eight da§$ to get ready
for evacuation. . .
The word "evacuation' means moving a large group of

people out of a place where they are not wanted or cannot
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aese—Americans talk about that time,

stay. #haacver .
théy call it Eﬁaégaticn with a capital E.

Eight days wasn't nearly enough to take care of every-
thing. The Japanese couldn't ﬁake anything with them but
their pétsaﬁal possessions. They didn't want to leave, but
they did want to be good Americans. So they obeyed the
order. B

" Paul Ohtaki was -a Nisei who was born on the island. He
spaké for many of his people when he said,- "There isn't any
use saying anything about the evacuation. 1It's something
ﬁﬁat is happening and we might as well make the best of it."

"We go with the hope that we'll make a good impression,'

~~saidIchiro-“Nagatani. ' He was head of the Jaﬁaﬁeéé%AﬁafiEéﬁ“”'“ﬁ

Citizens League on the island. '"We are just as good
Americans as the next gﬁf'. . . onL7 w haven't had a chance

to prove it."

Some White People Who Helped

Some people spoke up for the Japanese. Mrs. Genevieve
Williams was a good friend to them. She went to Fort Ward
and spoke with the commander. She tried-to tell Eim the
Japanese were loyal and should not be sent away.

Walt and Mildred Woodward were the publishers of the

Bainbridge Review. Paul Ohtaki worked for them, and they
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kﬁew many of the Nisei.  They wrote ﬁag? stories in their
" paper about Evacuation. ThEY‘pGiﬂtéd out that the Nisei
wére born in America and, because of that, were American
citizens. They said the Nisei should have the same rights
as other citizens. - o
"About half of the Bainbridge Islanders are in favor of
moving them," said Mr. Woodward at the time. "In fact,
some say they are glad and that they hope they never come
home. The other half are sarry‘?§% them and feel that they
can be trusted." ;

) Some businessmen quit advgrtiéing in the Review because
the Woodwards stuck up for the Japanese. Some of the
readers canceled their subscriptions. But the Woodwards

_kept on writing what they thought was right. . Theirs was the

only newspaper on the West Coast that said Evacuation was wrong.

Leaving Their Goods Behind

Most of the families had craps-planted; but they couldn't
stay to harvest them. In only eight days théy had to find
someone to tend their crops, harvest them, and take care of

" the land till the war was over.
To make things worse, most of the fathers of the families

were many miles away in Missoula. Their wives and sons were

:
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left to figure out what to do. Some of them were very

worried. ) -~ e

Yoshio Katayama had $1,000 worth of rhubarb planted. 'Héfi
was afraid it would all go to waste, "A fellsw.daesn‘gﬂkﬁawfg
what he's going ta;dé," said Ichiro Hayashida, who had 35 ;
acres planted. -

Johnny Nakata, Mo's erthéT @Wﬁéd the Eaglé Harbor
Market in Winslcw. He had a hard time flﬂdlﬂg someone t@
!_takgﬁovef his business. Qn top of that worry, a bill collec—f
tor sﬁcwed up. He said he had orders to collect everythlng,rf
the Japanese owed before they left.

Johnny Nakata asked Mr. Waodward to write a story in theff
paper fcr him But he ﬂldn t mantlcn the trouble he was M”;.;
hav1ngr He wanted the article to say how much he appfeclated
all the island had done for him. He wanted to thank peaplevz?
for their kindnesses and offers to help. o ;

The Japanese sold most of their belangings.' A lot Dfi*fff

’hingsihad to be sold for much less than they were worth.

The Kitayama greenhouse at Pleasant Beach held an all- -
day sale, and crowds of people showed up to get bargains.

The Kitayamas sold plants, shrubs, tools, fertilizer, éais#ifg

“trucks, furniture, andeven éiflack of chickens. By night- ﬁi
fall there was nothing left but a few of the chickens. A o
ne

ighbor said he would take care of tham.
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The army sent soldiers to help the people collect the
goods they wanted to save. Mr. Nagatani guided them around
the island. The soldiers hauled the goods to the Japanese
Community Hall in Win€low. Then the hall was locked and
brearded up.

Three retired sea captains—B.*F. Kunkler, Nels
Christensen, and H. Bromley--were appointed to be deputy
sheriffs, Their job was to guard the hall and everything

in it while the owners were goue.

The Last Day

The eighth day was quiet. Almost all the Jap..ese were
ready to leave the next morning. Their strawberry and pea
fdelds stood deserted.

But every field was in perfect ordexr. The families had
worked hard all week, taking out all the weeds and staking
the peas. They made a sperial effort to leave their land
ready for production.
| F. 0. Nagatani told reporters how the Japanese felt.
"We won't be here to harvest the crop,” he said, "but the

o crop ds there. It will be as good or Eéﬁtér Erﬁp;thaﬂ any

& pyevious year. We hope it will aid the war effort."

3 That last day was a Sunday. Rev. Hirakawa said a fare-
“wglE Sérvicé in the little Japanese Baptist Chwurch. The
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service was hardly over when movers arrived to store the
church's piano. !

"What has to be has to be," he said. "I am giad for the
fact we can all be together. I think most of us will return
to the island together someday. Some are old and won't be
back, but the rest of us will await the day when we can come
home., "

Rev. Hirakawa was an old man himself. He was nearly
eighty. He must have wondered if he would live long enough
to see his beloved island ever again. But he said it was

God's will, and did not complain.

Sad Partings

In the early morning of March 29, 1942, fifteen army
trucks famned out over the roads of Bainbri :. The sol-
diers found most of ths apanese families .ting on their
doorsteps with their luggage. They were allowed tc *ake
only the clothes and personal things they could carry.

There were many sad partings. Children had to give up
their pet dogs, cats, and chickens. One little girl had to
leave her goat behind. Most of them found néighEQES who

would take care of their animals.
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When Mr. and Mrs. Yosuke Moji climbed into the truck,
their big Alaskan husky, King, jumped in with them., Two
soldiers came up to pull him vut, but King growled and
snapped at them. Mrs. Moji teariully led King back into
the house. He had to watch through the window while his
masters were taken away.

The people were taken to the old Eagledale ferry dock.
The ferry Kehloken was to pick them up and take them to
Seattle. Some of the children carried bunches of grass
from their back yards to remind them of home. Where they
were going, no grass grew. But they didn't know that yet.

Some white boys were there who had played hookey from
school. They wanted to say goodbye to their classmates
who were leaving. Some adults were there to say goodbye
to their longtime neighbors.

Some of the teenagers who were leaving wore the blue
and gold sweaters of Bainbridge High School. Seven of the
best players on the Bainbridge High baseball team were
there. Half the team was being evacuated.

There was another sad parting at the ferry dock.
Evaristo Arcta was a Filipino and was married to a Japanese
woman. He had to stay behind while his wife, Miki, was

‘taken away.
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The soldiers formed the people into a line. There was
absolute silence as they walked aboard the ferry in single

file. Some of the. small children wrre skipping with

delight. They were happy because they were going for a
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ride. But some of the clder people had tears on their
Qheaks;

Then one little boy tripped and fell. He started to
cry. As his mother tried to comfort him, other people
started crying loudly. The soldiers were not used to see-
ing women and children in tears. They bit their 1ips:and
looked away to hide their own tears.

Many people remewber this as one of the saddest days

in the history of Bainbridge Island.

In Ssatiio the 220 men, women, and children boarded a
special train. Only a few of the boys and girls had ever
been on a train before. Most ,of them were born on the
island and had never been farther away than ‘Seattle. -

Thousands of people crowded the railing ovevhead to
watch. They knew that histarz was being made. Reporters
were taking pictures that would appear in newspapers and

movie newsreels all over the country.



Life in the Camps

After the train ride, the people found themselves ;n a
new home. Manzanar was the name of the camp. It waul& be
their home and 'prison for the next year.

Manzanax was in California, on che edge of the Mcjave
Desert It was hot, dry, and flat. The houses were
covered with tarpaper and looked like army barracks. The
grass that the iﬁildtéﬂ brought from Bainbridge Island was
the only gre.. .rass for miles around.

At Manzanar the families were reunited with the 34 men
who had been taken away to Montana. But they didn't have
the place to themselves for long. Ten thousand Japanese
from California soon arrived and were crowded into the
camp.

Children went to school and played together in the dust.
Thirteen senicrs‘g@t their diplomas in the mail frDmHBain;
bridge High School. Fifteen Issei started taking lessons
in English. |

Two Eagle Scouts from Bainbridge, Yoshio Katayama and
Seiji Okazaki, formed a scout troop of fhirty boys., Basés

ball teams were formed. Sachiko Koura (now Mrs. Mo Nakata)

placed third ir « beauty contest.

All these cvents were reported by Paul Ohtaki, Tony

Koura, and Sachixo Koura for the Bainbridge Review. Mr.
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March 1942: Mr., Sakai and
his daughter Kay take a last
look at the home they have
been told they must leave.

a
sland in the Japanese
a H 3 .
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Theousands watch
as the island's
evacuated Jap-
anese board
trains in
Seattle.

waves the flag as the
train pulls out. The
other children with-
him are his mother
and his sisters
Tovoko and Yasuko.

Block 44 at Minidoka was "home'" to most of Bainbridge Island's
Japanese from 1943 to 1945. Houses were tarpaper barracks.
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and Mrs. Woodward ran a weekly column about what was hap-
pening at camﬁ;L They wanted people to understand tiiat the
Japanese Wéfé-gﬂly gone for a while and would bs back,

Li_e va%n{t all fun and games. People had ts wait in
line to eat at the mess hall. They had to wait in other
lines to take a shower. It was forbidden to go putsida
the barbed wire fence. Guards with guns were stationed in
towers to see that nobody did. | _

Men aud women who had worked very hard allﬂtheif lifés
now had little to do. They soon got tired of playing card
games and Japanese checkers. Teenagers were bored.

Early in 1943 most of the Bainbridge Island people
were moved to another camp. It was called Minidoka, and
it was near Hunt, Idaho. They were happier now because

they met Japanese people from Seattle. Thay were glad to

- be closer to home, even though they still couldn't leave

camp .
Minidoka was still far from being heaven. It seemed

that when it wasn't too hot, it was too cold. When it

wasn't too dusty, it was too muddy. And there wasn't much

privacy in the barracks where people had to live.



The Filipinos' Chance

Back on the island, the Filipinos were busy growing
strawberries. They were growing them on the Japanese farms.
They were the ones the Japanese trusteq, Lo keep their farms
going while they were gone.

This was the Filipinos' chance to get into the straw<i’
berry business, and they did well at it. They moved from -
the picker cabins intc the Japanese families' houses. Nick
Bucsit took over the Moji farm; Felix Narte carried on for
the Kitamotos; Sotero Dulay took over for the Katayamas:
Garcia Almojuela managed the farm of the Chiharas.

Mest of the Filipinos had a contract. They would har-
vest the crop that was already in the ground. Then they
would plant and harvest another crop each year. They would
split the profits with the-japanese owners.

Mary Filipinos were sorry to see the Japanese go. Dan
Bucsit riwembers that he was grateful to them and bovead
- they would be back. Others felt that Evécaaticn was best,
There were =0 many bitter feelings, they said, that sowecone
mightvhurt the Japanese if they stayed. And then there
were some Filipinos who believed that there really were
spies among the Japanese.

The Filipino growers did what the Japanese growers had

done. They formed an association. It wasg called the
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Filipino Farmers Association. Tobby Membrere was thé first
president, and Felix Narte was the vice president.

The growers bought ten acres and a building at Strsw-
berry Hill. They turned the buildiﬁg into a community hall.
They put‘up another building beside it as a strawberry
receiving shed.

The hall became the center of social events for the
Filipino men. They held dances almost every nigh: {4 straw-
berry seaséni Sometimes they had a band with‘a gty
saxophone, and drums. Sometimes they just had a violin and
guitar,

Hﬁndreds of Canadian Indians came to the island every
year in strawberry season. They came to the dances at the
Filipino hall. Filipino men danced with Indian women and

began 'to think about starting families.

Finding Someone to Marry

Not many Filipino women came to this country. Filipino
men came over first, like the Chinese men:and Japanese ﬁen
before them. then they héd enough money, they would send
for brides. But something happened that stopped the

Filipinos from doing that.



A law was passed in 1934 that cut down Filipino immi- "
gration. Only fifty.FilipinDs a year could é@me over.
That law stayed on the books until 1949,

Thera were already nearly 60,000 Filipino men in this
country. Not enough wemen could come over to be brides
for all those men. .0 when the men were ready to marry,
they had to look somewhere else.

Marrjiage between Filipinos and white people was almost
impossible because many white people didn't like it. Some
Filipinos who did marry white women were attacked and
beaten. RS | .

- The Filipinos found wives among the Indian women who
came to their dances, They had a lot in common. They did
the same kind of work. They had known the familjes for
years. ©So in the summer of 1942 the Filipino growers and
their pickers began to péir off and get married.

Pretty soon there was a lot going on at the community
hall besider linces. There were a lot of wedding recep-
tions. Some oi the c@uplés who were married that summer
were the Thomas Almojuelas, the Felix Almazans, the Manuel
Bucsits, the Paul Tabafundas, the Garcia Alm@juelag; the
Isidro Mapanaos, and the Sotero Dulayé. /

The Indian wives helped their husbands with their farms.

That meant the men ecuuld ‘ake extra jobs to earn more
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money. Many of the men took jobs in nearby fish canneries
and shipyards. When the Filipinos stopped farming, many
of the wives took jobs too. They did fish canning, sewing,
housekeeping, waitress work, and other jobs.

The children born from these marriages were a new breed
of person: Filipino-Indians. They are something like
Filipinos and something like Indians. But they are not just
like either one. They are Americans with a mixed backgféﬁnd.
Scmetimes'they call themselves Mestizos. That is a Spanish

word that means ''mixed race."

Land of Their Own

Pretty soon the Filipinos started to get money for theix
crops, They used it te buy some land of their own on the
island. The price of land in those years was not nearly as
high as it is now. Mr. Nerte paid only $500 for 25 acres
at Island Center. Mr. Corpur paid just a little more, $1,500
for 20 acres.

Most of the Filipino farmers bought their land at Island
Center. It became a Filipino~Indian neighborhood. There
are several Filipino-Indian neighborhoods in the’Unitéd
States. 1Island Center is the only one, though, thaﬁ is made

up i Fillipinos and Canadian Indians.



It was easier now for the Filipinos to b v land. Bankers
and real estate people had a new respect foi :.:m. That was
because tEE“PEilipﬁinés was our ally in the war. Its people
fought bravély alongside Americans in the South Pacifie.

The Filipinos on this side of the ocean had been here
for many years. Yet they were judged by the way people
acted in the country they had left. The Japanese in this
country got the same treatment. Japan was our enemy, $0

American Japanese were deprived of their rights.

Helping America

Winslow Shipyérd needed workers to help in the war
effort. Many of the Filipino men went to work there as
laborers. They wnrked in the shipvard at night and tended
their farms in the daytime.

There weren't envugh welders. The shipyard invited the
Filipino men to learn welding, andréffered to pay them
while they were learning. Manyv of them became very good ot
this new skill. A lot of Filipin@ welders went to work at
the Bremerton Navy Yard and stayed there after the war.

It has been said that some of the best welders who ever
worked at the Navy Yard were Filipinos. They have always
prided themselves on their work. During the war theyv kﬁéw
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that American sailors and pilots depended on their skill,
They knew what the Navy meant to the freedom of this
country. They felt good about working there.

Many of them became American citizens about this time.
Mr. H. Lewis was the history teacher at Bainbridge High
School. He gave his time in the evenings to help the
Filipinos study so they could pass the citizenship test.

Others got their citizenship by serving in the armed
forces. Some of the island's Filipinos who served in uni-
form during the war were Rudy Romero, Domingo Almirol,
Rosendo Berganio, Eddie Corpuz, Jchnkﬁadayag, Thomas

Almojuela, and Bob Tabafunda.

When the Camps Were Opened

The Government saw how silly it was for the Japanese
to be doing nothing in the camps when there was a shortage
of labor. So the Nisei were let out of the camps to har-
vest sugar beets. This was about the same time the
Filipinos were going to work in the shipyards.

The young Japanese worked very hard in the fields
under the hot Idaho and Montana sun. But they were happy

to get out of camp and earn a little money.
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Soon they were allowed to take other jobs. They went

to work in Illinois, Minnesota, and other eastern states,

' They weren't allowed to come back to the West Coast.

The Government began to trust the Japanese again.
They were given jobs that helped in the war effort. Yoshio
Katayama drove a dynamite truck at an ammunition depot in
Utah. He could have blown up the whole place if he wanted
to! But because of the president's order, he still could

not go home.

The Proof of Loyalty

After a while the Government let young Japanese men

and women enlist in the armed forces. This, more than any-

‘thing, was what made white Americans respect the Japanese = %

among them. They fought as hard for America as anyone
eveyr did.

Many Nisei men from Bainbridge Island joined the
army. Some spoke encugh Japanese to go to language school.
The school taught them to translate Japanese code and ques-
tion prisoners. Bainbridge Islanders in that school were
Milton and Takeshi Sakuma, Sada Omoto, Seiji and!Gearge
Okazaki, Toshio and George Chihara, Peter and Paul Ohtaki,

Paul Sakai, Nob Oyama, Sumio Yukawa, and Mits Katayama,
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At first these young men were watched very closely be-
cause the army was not sure they could be trusted. But they
soon proved themselves and became very important to the war
effort. There was never a single bad report about them.

Others joined the 442nd Regimental Combat Team. That
was a fighting unit whose members were all Japanese-
Americans. They were sent to fight in Europe because the
Army thought it would be hard for them to fight other
Japanese.

The 442nd became famous in American history for the
bravery with which it fought. No American combat unit in
any war ever got so many ééccfati@ns. They proved their
loyalty with their blood. |

Mo Nakata was in the 442nd and was wounded in Italy.

At least six other Bainbridge Islanders in that unit were
wounded: Art Koura, Henry Terashita, Isaac Sakuma, Bill
Okazakl, Hisao Nishi, aid Saburo Takayoshi. Mr, Takayoshi
later died of an accident that was caused by his injury.

" Art Koura said that many times, when he was fighting in
Italy, he thought about his parents behind barbed wire in
the camp. He also thought about good friends on Bainbridge
and the good times they had ﬁhen they were children. He
wasn't bitter, and he wantéd to come back to the island.

But some others were bitter. Many did not come back

after the war.
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' ﬂ that the Suquamish of Puget Sound are descended from them.
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DOROTHY ALMOJUELA

! Family pride can make problems in mixed marriages. ,
ﬁ When Dorothy Nahanee, a Canadian Inddian, married Thomas 4
il Almojuela, @ Filipino farmer, her family didn't like it. - ‘8
llL They thought she should marry another Indian. v
0 Dorothy was born on the Squamish reservation near

Il vancouver, B.C., in 1918, The Squamish have a tradition

l Many years ago, they say, the Suquamish left the Squamish
il country and settled in Kitsap County, where they built

Z
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Old Man House. ?}
?
rn’

Dorothy was the second of seven children. She went
to a boarding school for Indian children. But she had to
quit after the eighth grade because her mother became ill

with Parkinson's disease. She had to do the household E
chores and care for her brothers and sisters. -

-
[ e

Dorothy's grandmother picked berries every year for o
the Japanese farmers on Bainbridge. When Dorothy got a
chance to come with her, she thought it would be fun to
get away ircm home for a while.

The vear was 1942, The Japanese were gone, and
Filipinos were running their farms. Dorothy and her grand-
mother went to work for Mr, Almojuela. They stayed in an
0ld chickenhouse and cooked on a little tin stove. Their
beds were made of straw.

Dorothy fell in love with her boss, and they were
narried that summer. The Filipino community put on a big
celebratién

_ .. Almo juela built an outdoor platform for damclng.
There was a band to provide music. There were five cooks
to fix pork and beef dishes. The party lasted all night.

N Mrs. Almojuela's family soon got over their disappoint-
# nent. Once they got to know her husband, they liked him.
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They came to understand that it wasn't so important for I
him to be an Indian. (]

Mrs. Almojuela has worked hard with her husband in 0
building their house on Day Road, running their strawberry 0
farm, and raising their five children. Il

§ Mrs. Agnes Joe of
B Nortl: Vancouver, B.C., |
B was Mrs. Almojuela's . I
B grandmother. She was |’ ol
~one of the first Ca- - -
“nadian Indian straw-
“berry pickers who

| came down in the

~early 1900's. : I
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THE WAY IT IS NOW

The Japanese-Americans and Filipino-Americans proved
themselves to America in the Second World War., They
shouldn't have had to. But they showed that you don't have
to have a white faéé‘tc be an American.

There are still race problems in America. There are
still race problems on Bainbridge Island. We have quite a
way to go yet before we understand each other, But we are

learning.

Why Some Did Not Return

Only about half of the Japanese came back to Bainbridge
Island after the war. Some were bitter about Evacuatiom.
Some had no land to come back to,

But there were others who sold their land to their
Filipino caretakers and went off to live somewhere else.

It wasn't because they Weté bitter. Most of them have fond
memories of the island.

The war changed them. It changed the way America felt
about them. They no longer felt they had to étay on Bain-
bridgei' They had seen other parts of the country. They

felt they could live anywhere they wanted now.



Sada Omoto finished college back east and beééﬁéwgfpéas
fessor in Michigan. The Takeo Sakuma family went into the
strawberry seedeplant business in Burlington. Keto Okazaki
became a pharmac1st in Seattle. Peter Ohtaki became an
executive with Japan Air Lines in California. 7

Before the war almost all Japanese—Americans lived Ln
Hawaii and on the Pacific Coast. Now they live all over

the country.

The Homecoming

It wasn't all smooth sailing for the families .that came
back to the island. A group of people formed a committee
to keep them from returning. :

Some of these people were bitter because they had lost -
sons or brothers fighting against Japan. Some wanted the
land that the Japanese owned. Others just did not liké
living around people of another race.

The Woodwards wrote in their newspaper that the com-
m;ttee was wrong. They repeatéd that the Japanese had the
same rights as other citizens and should be welcomed back.
Many people wrote letters to the paper agreeing with ﬁﬁe~
Woodwards. Others were angry and called them "Jap lovers.'
Two hundred people showed up for the committee's first

public meeting. The leaders were pleased at such a big
29

103



100

turnout. For the next meeting, they rented loudspeakers
and put them up outside. They thought the hall would be
full to overflowing. '

They needn't have bothered. The second meeting fell

: flat;"-OnlyLBS”people showed up. There wasn't a third

meeting.

The Saichi Takemoto family was the first to return.
They came back on April 16, 1945. When they saw their old
home at Rolling Bay, they were shocked.

Most of the windows were broken. Most of the furni-

‘ture was gone. The fields were overgrown with weeds,

They slept the first night huddled under their over-
coats. o | i

The next day they had a visit from Rev. Charles Milne
and other people from Eagle Harbor Congregational Church.
They donated blankets, clothing, and other things the
Takemotos needed. Twenty people from the American Friends
Service Committee spent‘a day helping the family weed
their fields. They helped plant an acre of strawberries.

The Takemotos were grateful for the help they were
givan__ | _ -
Slowly other families feturned to their homes. Some
found ﬁhat their Filipino caretakers had kept things in

good shape. Others had much work ahead of them.

1134{:
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A funny thing happened to the Otohiko Koura faﬁily of
Manzanita. They heard that a Filipino man was saying he
wished the Japanese would never come back. The first night
they were back, they saw the man coming up'ta their house.
Under his arm was a long object wrapped in newspaper,

H The Kouras were nervous, to say the least. They thought
it might be a shotgun. | o

The package turned out to b+ a smoked salmon. Tﬁe man
brought it because he thought the Kouras might not have
anything for dinmer. So the Kouras learned that people
don't always mean everything they say.

The families who came back say they are glad they did.
The people on the island have been warm and helpful. Walt
Woodward says now that he wasn't quite right when he said
that "half of the island" wanted the Japanese to go.

The people who wanted them out, he says, were mcétly
wcrkers in the sﬁipyard. They were not real island resi~
dents. They did not know the Japanese as friends.

Most of the real islanders welcomed the Japanese back
at théjend of the war. Businessmen picked up where they
left off. Mo Nakata and Ed Loverich (Tom Loverich's son)
leased Bainbridge Gardens from Mr. Seko and Mr. Harui.
Johnny Nakata became manager of the meat counter.

~-Later, the three of them built the Town and Country

.supgrmafkét in Winslow. They still run it as partners,

- 101
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Bainbridge Gardens is closed now, but Mr, Harui's son
Junkoh runs the Town and Country Florist and Nursery at

the Village Shopping Center.

A New Social Life -

Beféra the war, the Japanese held their own social
affairs at the Japanese Community Hall. People went there
for parties, games, and Japanese movies. It had a youth
club and a judo club. |

After the ﬁéf;’these affairs dwindled away. The Nisei
were the leaders of the Japanese community now, and they
wanted to do things with everyone else. They felt no
barriers. @ B o

Before the war, the Nisei went to Japanese Languagé
School after regular school was over. They went because
their parents insisted. Most of them didn't learn much.
The boys sat in back and threw spitballg at each other.

The community tried to start the school again after
the war. But it was no use. The children had no interest
whatever in speaking Japanese. They couldn't learn to read
a simple sentence. |

There are many sansei (third-generation Japanese-

Americans) on the island today. Almost none of them can




speak Japanese. They know & few Japanese words, but they
say them with a terrible American accent.

The Japanese Baptist Church opened again after the war.
As old a. he was, Rev. Hirakawa lived long enough to come
back and preach again. He livéa to celebrate the church's
45th anniversary.

After he died, the people of his church went to the
other Christian churches on the island. They no longer
needed a church of their owm. ) |

The Buddhist Church is gone too. Most of the people
who went to it have died or go to the Christian churches
now. Some worship in their homes.

Marriages are no longer arranged by the families. That
custom lasted up until the war. jéﬁnny Eakatéféﬁd Péﬁiiﬁé” |
Kawamoto were married that %ay. A friend of both families
was the "gaﬁbetwgen" who brought them together.

In the Evacuétian camps young men and women met, fell
in love, and got married on their own. Nob and Mary Koura
were married during Evacuation. So were Chiz and Tike
Nishimori, Flo and Art Koura, Kimi and Paul Sakal, Pauline
and Hideo Terashita, andrﬂar? and Elmer Yoshida,

. Nowadays young Japanese~Americans choose their life-
mates. without much pressure from the family. Many of them

marry peaplé of other backgrounds. Mo Nakata's son Ron
103
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married Sue Hawkins, a white woman. On the next page Ron

tells his feelings about being different.

The Filipino Community

A Filipino-American Commuiiity Club was foxrmed during
the war. The Filipino growers association turned over the
community hall to the club. The club still uses the hall,
The community club gives Filipinos an occasion to speak
their native tongues, to dress in native costumes, and.to

eat rice, pancit, lumpia, and dinogo-an (nmative foods of

the Philippines). This organization helps the Bainbridge
Island Filipinos feel united. '

' Many island Filipinos still speak their mative tomgues
of Tlocano, Tagalog, or Viszyan when they are together. B
Many children of these pioneers do not speak their Eathgr's, é
native tongue. Filipinos felt their children were
Americans and sheuld be taught mostly American ways,

Many Filipinos are still known for theix azt&awagaﬂg
parties when there is a wedding, baptism, or birthday.
This tradition has been passed on to the children. 7
There is a lot of caapefatiaﬂ”in'the'Filipiiﬁ:édnmuiifﬁifg
When there is a need to build a house, plant or harvest. _ ﬂ
stravberries, or prepare food, many Filipinos join to Eickléf&

these chores together.
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" R®N NAKATA

. "In my childhood,'" says Ron Nakata, ‘"My family was so

~large that only half of us could get together for family

‘holidays. ' Other kids used to tease me about there being

S0 many ‘Nakatas. Many of them thaught that all the

~Japanese on the island were relatives of mine.

vt "I was uneasy about being Japanese. Kids used to

}*c‘iescriba Japanese as having buck teeth, squinty eyes,

:;\w‘;ngagn toes, bovlegs, and glasses--and being very smart. : ,‘
T didn't see myself in that picture. “ M. -
+ ~"In my mind's eye, I was a white pergon with Oriental M
Features. Was I short? Well, shortness made for speed,

‘”a:ng]_ty, and Stre;ngth - Did I have dark skin? Well, that

‘made it easier to withstand the direct sun. Japanese, I
told myself, were better developed than whites.

"I felt a- kinship to Japan, but I thought I was as

‘Anexican as anyone else.” I belonged to an old island

‘Famdly, and a lot of the white kids I knew were new-

‘comers. But when I called myself a ''red-blooded American,'

others would laugh. Sometimes they would ask me if I was

bofﬂ in this country. o

"I loved and respected my grandparents, but they em-

-ab-ar:rassed me too, They were kind and generous, and I

respected them sutomatically. Of course, T was taught to 1

"~ respect all elders just because they were old.

7 "To be seen with my grandparents in public embarrassed |

i~ me because they looked so Oriental. It pointed out to

! ‘others that I was different. And I couldn't understand —
' them when they talked. Many older whites were surprised I [
coyddn't speak Japanese. m

| "When I was a teenager I always daydreamed of myself
Wr:itE’l a white girlfriend or wife. But that's as far as it
- went. I was too shy to have dates. I felt insecure
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because of my race. I was afraid of how I looked, how I
dressed, and so forth. I spent my time working in the
family grocery. I always had more money than the othsr
kids, but I felt I was missing a lot in life. ‘
. "I am very aware of my background today. It still
presents a mixed bag of emotions for me, just as it did
in childhood. Feelings of pride and embarrassment, dif-
ference and harmony, worthlessness and greatness all are
~within me. ”
"White people still have set ideas about other races.

In school I always felt the teachers expected more from
me than from other kids. WNow it's my employers who expect
more. ; :
"But mow that I'm grown up, I'm glad T am what I am.
I'm glad my grandparents were different, because I got to
see~—in them--how fine a person could be who was raised in
the ;ulture I come from.

"Though my children are of mixed race, I want them to
know about their Japanese background--not as a source of
pride, but as an identity. I see no harm in that. In
fact, I sometimes feel sorry for those who have no unique
background to call their own. Too many people lose their
‘identity in our society."




The Filipino community has dome things to make life
better for everyone on the island. éne of the lights at the
high school football field vas donated by the Filipinos.
Tﬁej;gav%*it,in memory of a serviceman from Baiﬂbridge who
wa.s kilied in the war.

The Filipinc community donated a lot of stravberries for
;;the,Strawberry'Festiﬁal. They have given generously to fund
:ampéigns like the Bainbridge Foundation.

Wheﬁ the war was over, relations between the Filipinos
and Japanese remained close. Nick Bucsit continued to work
and live with the Moji family for several years. Thé"”“
Hajaghidas and the T. Madayags continue a close friendship
today, and such is true with several other families in both
communities. = | . '

The Filipinos and Filipino-Indians haven't joined in
" with the large: céﬁmﬁnity as the Japanese have. Only r
7 latéLy-has this begun to change. There are many réasaﬂs
for this.

- One reason is that they haven't been here as'lengg
- Many of them grew up in another country. Sometimes their
_Eﬁglisﬁ‘is not very gaéd, and they feel embarrassed
because of it. 7
| Anather reason is that some of the Filipiﬁas still don't

have much money. They came to this country at a bad time.

-




A-Filipino community party: Vi .
cent Almojuera, Patricia Tabafunda,
Gloria Rico, Ross Berganio, Anacleto
Corpuz, Pauline Thorne, Eddie Cor—.
puz, Frances Rico ’ ‘
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Because of the Great Depression, it was a long time before

ﬁbay could get good jobs or an education., The doors of

opportunity were slammed shut to them.

Finally they got into strawberry growing, and in good

,yaars-thefubaught~§heif OWﬁ.land' But strawberry land

doesn’'t yield much PIDflt until it is. sold. Some of ﬁher”ﬂ;w

Flllplnas also were hurt by bad stravberry seasons in the

,early 1950's. ‘The season of 1955 was the worst. Some of

the Filipino growers went broke that year.

that time. One canning company made big loans to fatmerss

~ then demandei“full payment when they didn't have the money.-

The farmers had ta give up their Land to the company.
Another reason is the mixed marrlages. The Mestizos
are still trying to find their place in the world. They "
aren't FlllplﬂQS and they aran 't Indians. They're in
between. They feel Left out, or pushed out, of the whlte

people's society. Ihey have had many problenms.

The Problems of Mestizos

If you don't graduate from high school in this

country, your opportunities are few. You can't go to

~college. Chances are you can't get a good job. This is

what happened to a lot of the Mestizos on Baimbridge.

fﬁl%id?.;_,;2 



HESElEDS dr@ppad out of high school because they thought
they weren't wanted ‘there. They were called names scmetlmes
‘E~because of their race. There were Eights with white students.

Some of the Mestizos stuck together and formed gangs. A

{fafew of them carrled weapons to school. They thought they

naeded the weapons to protect themselves.
“When a Mestizo was beaten up, it seemed that nobody said

vmuch about it. But Whéu a Mestizo baat up a white kid, he

',ﬁhad to pay dearly for it. He might be thrown out of scb@ol.

A lot of Mestizos just said, 'What's the use of txying?"

{  and'quit_ |

' Tom Almojuela is a Mestizo who did very well. He grad-

- uated from Bainbridge High in 196l. Then he went on to the
f'ﬁ,SéiMiiitary Academy at West Point. This is a great honor,

Ef;bEQagse-iny a few young men from each state are picked

. 'to go- to West Point.

o -But even he had problems becausé%gf his race. On the

;fnext page he tells how it felt to grow up as a Meatiz@ on
f?Balnbridge Island. e

~ Rom Miguel is a Mestizo who dropped out of high school.

  He remembers the hard time he had, and he wants his chil-
%fdren to do better. S@ he beaame one of the founders of the
Coalition of Ethnic Minorities on the island.

- Mr. nguel and the other leaders of the Coalition had

; meetlzgs Wlth the szbocl officials. They told the officials

S TR
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TOM ALMOJUELA

"In my pre-grade school days,"
says Tom Almojuela, "all family or

|~ social relations came among people *

| . were kidding me about the color of

- of our own kind. There were white

- people and brown people on the
island. White people didn't mix |

‘with us, anﬂ vice versa. The only

~'white guy' I can remember early in-
life was the guy who ran the straw—

berry cannery, and all he wanted

was our .berries.

‘ '""Then there was school. This

- was the shocker. I don't know
~whether it was kindergarten or first

grade, but a group of white kids

Ton Almojuela

my skin. I still remember to this
~day the nickname 'Brownie,' and even one kid asking me‘whf
my skin was so black. ,
"I guess being poor also had a great deal to do with .
my feeling of lowness., I remember my feelings when the
~woxrds 'brown' and 'poor' were used. At times T would feel
- like crying,; and other times I wanted to punch out every
' Wh;te kid I saw. R
"But after a while I began to realize that I could be
just as good as any white could ever be, whether I had
money of not. I had to develop self-confidence and get
off my rear.

o "I never really felt that I was accepted by .the white
- group until high school. I think my breakthrough came- :
~through my being in sparts. Sports was the key. Suddenly,
1 was 'Tom' to everyonme. Then and ohly then did I feel




‘that I was more than just an@ther person in the brown

] sroup.
"It Elways appéared to me that I had to fDrgEt What

color I was and not let my naticnallty hold me back. But

> anw, I realize I am not 'colorless.' My skin is not white,
“-and I feel a sense of pride with being brown.
"I must now go back and teach myself again to be part

SR of the Filipino-Indian group to which I will always belong."

?LL_—‘:-"!‘.“SWL‘:,"FL. Y e . . “ N " : ca i - > ,-‘ M; ‘A_““u“ L

L

e e e




:_hcw they theught tbé schaols cculd be made better fcr the

:suggestians.; The schocls started talking With the parent W
'They told" the teachers abaut ‘the studénts spe:ial neads.
‘fThey taught the ﬂther students abaut the Fllipinc and India,

}iculthes.
‘out in the next two years. - o

‘Filipina Wives

~ecame- hare in 1948

',~ War. rThera he met Maria Soriano. . He married her in 1945

_'Filipinéﬁhalivv Eob's ccusin Paul Tabafunda helped har
‘4get ta know paoplai” Paul s w;fe Virglnia halped her
‘fﬁleafn the language and American ways.. Maria changed ‘ 

55her nam ;ta Mafy. ,_f

Flllpln@ and FLllplﬂoﬁIndlan students.-;‘

- T

o The afficlals ;istaned and tcck some. af ﬁhe Ccaliticj-

It Werked ﬂﬂly two FlllplnDﬁIﬂdlan students drapped

The first Fllipina w1fe on the island was Mary Tabafunda
(A woman from the Ph;lipplnes is allad a Elllpina ) 2Shéf

Bcb Tabafunda was in the Phillpplnes 1n thé Second WD 1d

'She stayed in the Phllippines fcr a few years after hé left.

When she heard that Bob was sick, she came tc this
country to be w1th hlm. Nat many Filipina women were. allawe
to come at that time. She spcke very little Engllsh. T

" When Maria afrived there was a big receptian at the
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, Bob ‘and Mary Tabafunda had a child Llnda, in 1949.
Linda wvas the first chle born on the lslaﬂd to parents'whc,
were bath from the Philippines S T
The law that kept out most Filiplna WDmEﬁ ‘was changed
iﬁ 1949; Now the cther Fllipinc men on thé island cculd
o marry WQmen from their own backgr@und Felix Narte brcughﬁ;
. back the island's seccnd Filipina bride. o ' o
o Whgn M:. Narte visited the Phillppines that year, hisi
v 're1ativés de:ided it was time he teﬂk a Wifa.  "My mcther‘ j
';tgld me that FOh I got one f@r you; ' n he says, and thgn ,*
' ithe athéf sida relatlons sald 'No, I got one for yau.;
"ng they are fighting. But I don't kﬂcw ;-. . 80 I_follﬂwaiff
;p my mother.- He marriéd Asuncion Vergara; andhncwjéhéy hé§e;%
: Mﬂre Filein@ men took FLliplna wives after that.—vTha‘ff
_;.wives usually are much younger than their husbands‘ Sdméé' )
?;:times thay afe thirty years ycungar,‘ A lat cf ..... these famiws-?
" >1123 have small children who will start tc school in the

next few years.

| The Fﬁtﬁ:—ie

Tbe island has changed a lot since the Second Warld war.{

i 7NDt msny strawberries are grcwn any more.. Most of the

frs are Filipinos. Dnly two-Japanese families are stillﬁ




innthat busiﬁess; A lot of land that Was Strawberry fleldg

" 18 now covered w1th houses.

Peaple move to the island from the cities and increaéa :
| the papulatl@n. A lot of these paople haVE faces that are
"natvwhite. There are about six black familles Qn the 1213 d
7 'noﬁg Ihere are a few Chinese, some Indan&sians,,and a few

"  allﬁIndian families too. ' BRSNS

Last year some famllies of Vietnamese refugees came t@

thé»island ~ They 1Qak different and they speak a different?
Crlanguage. ™ ~Sehool 18 harder fgr the;r children, because the
hava to 1earn English. C ’

Ihe schacls are learning ways to help the children WhGEE;
faces are different. There will be more of them in the &

future. They need to know that Peﬁple like them played a e

big part in making the island the way it is taday Whlte
‘vchildren need to know it too. And they need to kncw what
life is like for people who look d;fferenbs o '

That is why this book was written.
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