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ABSTRACT

More than 380 wolld history books are listed in this
annotated biblicgraphy. The author's selections, critiques, and
discussions of teaching history are bhased on the assumption that
history is a subject that demands creative thought far more than it
demands a prodigious memory., chapter 1 lists and discusses hooks
dealing with the nature of history and its role in education. A
discussion of ten ways to structure world history courses followWs:
(1) the hand of providence, (2) Wwhat goes up must come down, (3) good
tidings, (4) the golden thread, (5) the ages of man, (6) compare and
contrast, (7) interaction, (8) dgreat men, (9) great forces, and (10)
the idea of mankind, Included are annotations of works using these
approaches plus sone books apd journals that deal generally with
teaching history. Chapter 2 lists and descrjbes Teference works,
books on research and writing, multivolumed historical series, and
journals. Remaining chapters survey the broad field of world history
and list works that focus on the Ancient West, East and Soyth Asia,
Middle East, Africa, Australja, Latin America, and Europe., A separate
chapter discusses history books that deal with the world sipce 1945.
The final chapter provides a checklist of 75 basic books in world
history, both schclarly and popular, with an index to their
respective annotations. Bibliographic information for each entry
includes prices and gvailability of the book in both hard cover and
paperback. Some alnotations contain a sumbnary of the authoxt's thesis
along with the content description., Books especially suiteq. for high
school students are flaggded. (ND)
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foreword

A a profoeaonnd pathering mat fonz apo, an cmmen; edaeator
foled i atndiciee thei mese Listory eachess wers hevomd saving
Their intellivence gooticats wese ineredibly fow: thes undestond
little er nothing of their subsject; the only solution fay i providing
them with fool-prool classroomy futerinds packases so completety
programmed that fools Tike temselves could teach thery students
without having to thenk abotst at.

I do not doubt that the eomneat educator had o pein,
Not vet having arrived in the millennitnm, we must reckon with
the existenee of thousands of teachers—college teachers, as well
as high school teachers--who cannot teach or cannot master their
discipline or (why doubt it?) cannot do either, | surrender these
thousands 1o the producers of materials pachages without
struggle.

But there are other thousands o whom the eminent
educator's baleful intictment does not apply. This book s Tor
them., and for students of history in and out of school who still
believe in the power of the written word, Since they are probably
the only people who are reading these tines, fet me say: it is for
you, It is written in the conviction that the more you and 1 think
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ahout oar discipline sd the more we rewd its Tieraire, the
higher will he the guality ¢Fonr teaching and our learnimy,

Obvionddy, world Bictory poses problene, that stadents of
pational history may not fiad ooctorandable. More than onee dun
i the wepiting of this hook T temptod 1o iy inmy confrict
andd foreet about the whole timyp Plow could anyone tesceept
perhapy thooe fes oot woo have actidly written full-diess
cupvess of workd lostoryy presime to recommend o disctiss
titles inoall ficlds of hiseey, aneient and modern, Basten and
Western, political and socal? How conld a sinple slender book
mke 4 eredible dent in the litersture of world history? Should 1
not plan fo spend the pest thirly yuies compibing o Fabiisg apvhy
ity at least one hundred volumes?

But every tme T foand myself banenting the shortness of
time and space, and the vastiess of world history, and the conti-
nent-wide gaps in my own triaiing, I remembered what is asked
of teichers, Our graduate schools equip very few of them ta tesch
anything more than regional history - American, Furopein, Bast
Asian, or Latin American, Yet their principals and chairmen
cxpect them o teach world history 10 many high schooland not
i few collepe tenchers can pather up the couraye to teach the
stufl, surely any High and Mighty Herr Doktor Professor should
be able to find the courage o supply them and their students with
a short, manageable puide toits literature,

Inevitably, such a guide can offer only a sampling of that
literature, ‘The present one makes no claim to completeness; it
does not even claim to mention all the “absolutely indispensable™
books in any feld, whatever eriteria you choose for "indispensi-
bility.” T only hope that | hive spotlighted some of the problems
you will face in sorting out vour knowledge and some of the
ook that would belp you most in Latning greafer familiarity with

your subject matter, In selecting books. 1 have given preference
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to recent titlesover alder ones: to titdes in pring; o fitles avaitable
in paperback editions, | have not attempted 1o supggest primary
sotrers, whiic h obviously inelude all the world's prose and poctry,
as well asadl works of art, music, and architecture. | hve steered
Clear of st titles specifically intended as classroom: “ext-
Dok, T iieve liied el e works writton o, o manshed
into, nglish

those are diastic Jimitations, Butdo not think of this book
as anythangmore than a gateway. la the titfes reviewed, there are
often niapsve hibliopraphics of primary and scholauly material
that will e you more deeply into any ficld you wishi to study . In
Bistory, as inoany other scholarly diseipline, one good - hack
always leidds o another.

i Fave some people to thank. First, Robert FL Ferrell, of
Indizma University, who first suggested that T owiite this book.
Anyone who has had the kind fortune to study with Bob Ferrell
knows the depth of his dedication to scholarship and teaching,
and s strotig aversion to humbug in all its forms, [ dedicate
this book to him.

Lam also grateful to Daniel Miller, my graduate research
assistant at the State University of New York at Binghamton,
Throughout, | have had the firm support of Bernard Perry and
Miriam 8, Farey, of Indiana University Press. John E. Wiltz and
John M. Thompson, also of Indiana University, have been most
he Ipful.

Firlly. I extend thanks and greetings 1o all my former
associates 1 the History Education Project of the American His-
wricual Associution. Backs in World History by fio means bears
the imprimatur of the Project, but had T not accepted the invita-
tion to join in their work during the 1969-70 academic year,
this book would probably never have been written, Very special
thanks zo to William Pulliam of the University of Delaware, from

8
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whose HLEP, report on the teaching of world history in Ameri-
cin high schools 1 learned much.

BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK
DECEMBFR, 1972

-
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a note on bibliographical data

Al bibliographical information is taken from the 1972 edition of
Hooks in Print. Dates given in brackets [ ] indicate the first edi-
rion of a book in its original language, and the letters U.P. stand
for University Press,

If no price is listed, the book is not currently in print in
the United States. Since the prices, editions, and availability of
htoks are subject to constant change, readers should consult the
latest volumes of Books in Print and Paperbound Books in Print
in any library reference room or book store for up-to-date infor-
mation.

A bullet (@) denotes that the book in question is par-
tigularly suitable for reading by high school students,
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chapter | Studying and
one | .. :
Teaching

World History

[. The End of History?
As we enter the 1970's, the outlook for history in the classroom
and the lecture hall is not bright. Some educators would use
stronger language. A distinguished American historian, Charles
G. Sellers, wiains his colleagues of “the impending doom of his-
torical learning in the schools,” In Great Britain, Mary Price
reports that © ny teachers “see a real danger of history disap-
pearing from the time-table as a subject in its own right.” David
F. Kellum in his recent book The Social Studies prescribes
cuthanasia:
Clio's cuse is terminal. Rather than make the aittempt to re-
vitalize her, I would suggest that she has lived out her normal
life. The time has come to bring Clio to as swift and merciful
an end as possible in the classroom, draw the curtain, toll the
hell, give her a burial that befits a gueen, and be done with it.

Even in the colleges and universities, the postwar boom in his-
torical studies has perhaps ended at last, Students increasingly
find other disciplines more relevant to their needs.

The end of history? This is no longer an unthinkable

12 -3
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thought. History figured very little in school or university cur-
ricula before the middle of the nineteenth century. It may shrink
to its previous obscurity in the last quarter of our own. Even if
patriotic organizations prevail upon school boards to spare the
study of American history from total extinction, what mercy can
the teacher of world history expect?

The study of history deserves a better fate. History
gives us insight that no other discipline can hope to provide. But
their predicament. The scholar has for too many years cared too
little about the preblems of teachers and the ways in which his-
tory can best be learned. The teacher has for too many years
imagined that students of history, unlike students of literaturc or
maihematics, need to be force-fed with huge helpings of “facts,”
just as the French farmer fattens his geese for the tables of
gourmets. In world history, especially, many of our texts are
dull; most of our students are bored; and all of us who teach fecl
overwhelmed by the immensity of our subject,

Drastic solutions spring to mind, and some are being
trizd in schools and colleges right now. If world history s un-
popular and badly taught and too big, why not replace it with
something a little more practical? Why not world “cultures™?
World “area studies™? World “problems™? Can't the student and
teacher of history profit from the findings of scholars in the
*“*other” social sciences?

There has never been a time in the history of our disci-
plinc when so many have searched so desperately for help from
workers in other fields. This search could be a sign of returning
health, rather than worsening illness, but too often it involves the
virtual abandonment of the values of historical study. The world
history course becomes world anthropology, world geography, or
world politics. In the panic to achieve up-to-dateness, the history
teacher may commit disciplinary suicide.

13
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All reports to the contrary notwithstanding, there is a dif-
ference between history and the social scicnces. Both study the
past. But the social sciences are patterned after the natural sci-
ences: they look for uniformitics and regularities in human affairs,
They discover laws, they build models, they invent ideal types.
The historian may find such abstructions stimulating and useful,
but he trajns his eye on something else: the unique historical cir-
cumstances that distinguish cvery actual event from every other.
He studies what philosophers call the “existential,” the thing that
actually happened to real human beings in real times and places.

This does not keep him from generalizing. He talks about
classes, cities, countries, civilizations; even about the human race,
But his product is a study of the unique. He tells us how, in spite
of all the mechanical tendencics in life, in spite of all that is
roughly predictable, chance and choice still make the actual be-
havior of human beings more problematic than the behavior of
the social scientist’s ideal types. Although history should and
does borrow freely from the coneepts of the social sciences, it
more closely resembles the work of the realistic novelist, who
gets down to raw particulars and paints life as it s,

Tuking the “history™ otit of the world history course is
thereiore no answer 1o our pmbltf:ma We must not thiow out the
baby with the bath water, In fact there is no better way (o begin
coping with the vasiness of world history than to do some hard
thinking about the study of histuty itself: its strategies of problem-
solving, ity research technigues, and its relationship to the other
disciplines, The next few pages suggest books about the nature of
history.

Carr, Edward Hallett, What Is H story? (New York:
Knopl. 1962. $4.95; Vintage paperback, $1.95), Few books on
the probleni of the nature of bistorical study have attracted so
much fuvorable notice as Carr's. The nuthor is a feading British

| 14



6 = BOOKS IN WORLD HISTORY

historian of Sovict Russia. In What Is Fistory? he ably defends
the thesis that history is a science very much like any other,
working under similar limitations, with similar methods_of in-
quiry. He prefers the “great forces™ 10 the “great man” theory
of historical causation, and finds in history a record of relentless
change and cumulative progress. The only difficulty is that Carr
nowhere really answers his own question: what is history?

Commager, Henry Steele, The Nature and the Study of
History (Columbus: Merrill, 1965), One of the best known
American historians defines history, gives shrewd advice about
how to read and write it, and investigates such perennial prob-
lems as moral judgment, causation, and laws in history. The last
chapter, by two pmfessicmal educaltots, illustrates how five of
Commager's general propositions can be applied in the school
classroom. This is a volume in the Merrill Social science Seminar
Series. The five other volumes in the serics ar€ also recom-
mended, as brief but authoritative introductions to each of the
social sciences.

Elton, G. R., The Practice of History (New York:
Crowell, 1968. $5.50; Apollo pgperbaCk, $2.25). ‘A manifesto
rather than a treatise”—s0 Elton describes his pook, the cxpland-
fion of “one working historian’s faith and practice,” by an out-
standing specialist in the history of Tudor England. He insists
on the autonomy of history as a field of study. Its great purpose,
as the ninetecnth-century founders of professional history main-
tained, is to deepen our understanding of the past. Elton argues
that its methods as well as its aims differ signiﬁcanﬂy from those
of social science. He offers much practical advice of how to con-
duct research, how to write history, and also how t0 teach it, His
book will appeal more 0 ucopventional” than 10 “inpovative”
students of history, but in the words of Hugh Trevor-Roper, “he
represents definite tradition which periodically needs to be
restated.”

B



STUDYING AND TEACHING WORLD HISTORY ¢ 7

Gilbert, Felix, and Stephen R. Graubard, eds., Historjcal
Studies Today (New York: WNorton, 1972. §$12,00; paperback,
$3.95), This symposium oflers a comprehensive report on the
latest fashions in historical research, by twenty.two Amerjcan,
British, and French scholars. The rise of social and quantitative
history, urban history, and psychohistory are all discussed, to-
gether with studies of such older fields as political and military
history, These essays first appeared in the Winter and Spring,
1971, issues of the scholarly quarterly, Daedalus.

Hexter, J. H., The History Primer (New York: Basic,
1971, $10,00). Hexter tackies the question of what the historian
does when he explains, and how his explanations contrast with
those of the scientist. The thought processes of historiang are
illustrated by accounts of how litile boys get muddy pants, the
winning of the 1951 National League pennant race, the fall of a

Hexter’s own experiences as a historian of early modern England.
His main point comes through loud and clear: the historjan’s
most valuable tool is nothing more or less than common senge,

Hughes, H. Stuart, History as Art and as Science: Twin
Vistas on the Past (New York: Harper, 1964. $4.95; Torch-
books paperback, $1.45). The author is a European intellecryal
historian at Harvard and a scholar with a lively interest in new
trends in historical thinking and writing. He bridges the gulf be-
tween those who see history primarily as a literary or philosophi-
cal craft and those who see it primarily as a social science. Here
he ventures thoughts on the relationship of history to anthropol-
ogy and psychoanalysis; discusses the “‘sweep of the narrative
line”; and defends the study of contemporary history.

Stern, Fritz, ed., The Varieties of History; Fron2 Voliajre
to the Presert [1956] (2nd ed., New York: World, 1972
Meridian paperback, $4.95), Stern describes his anthology as “a
book by historians about history.” The editor has ranged widely

16



8 « BOOKS IN WORLD HISTORY..

in his choice of readings, from Voltaire on the usefulness of his-
tory to Theodor Mommsen on the training of historians, and from
the “New History™ of Robinson and Beard to Nazi and Soviet
views of history. Only practicing historians are represented. The
collection compensates for its rather loose structure by the fresh-
ness and variety of its readings. Many had never beforc been
translated into English.

Tholfsen, Trygve R., Historical Thinking: An [ ntroduction
(New York: Harper, 967, $7.50; paperback, $5.50). Most of
Tholfsen’s book is devoted ic a history of Western historical
thought and writing, from the Greeks and the Old Testament to
Ranke and Fustel de Coulanges. The author also discusses con-
temporary definitions of history. In the chapters on the history of
history, he shows that “the historical mode of understanding,”
the perception of how events are conditioned by their historical
context, did not appear until the late eighteenth and early nine-
teenth centuries. The historian’s acute sensitivity to “time-bound
uniqueness,” in Tholisen’s view, sharply distinguishes his work
from that of the social scientist.

2. The Structure of World History

Anyone planning to study or teach history will profit from
knowing something about the nature of his discipline, but world
history poses special problems, For all of us, world history seems
too big to manage. As James Harvey Robinson once wrote, it
“includes every trace and vestige of everything that man has done
or thought since first he appeared on the earth.” Every heartbeat
of every human being who has ever lived, every dream, every
whisper, every sneeze belongs.

Above all, the student or teacher of world history needs
what I might call a “handle,” He needs a working view of the
over-all structure of world history, a view that allows him to or-
ganize his study and sort out his facts, He may acquire his handle

17
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from a discipline other than history. He may or may not accept
it as true in any ultimate sense. He may eventually discard it, or
use it in combination with two or three alternative working views,

In any event, he needs such things, because no one can
study all of world history all at the same time. We must have a
plan of operations, a way of getting hold of our subject and scal-
ing it down to our human limitations. In much smaller fields, such
as American history, this may not be such a problem. But when
it is a question of universal history—hundreds of nations living
or dead; scores of civilizations and cultures, living or dead; six
continents; at least six thousand years—the situation is very differ-
ent. We need handles.

Let me illustrate, Here are ten possible ways of structur-
ing your study of world history. Each is self-sufficient, or may be
combined with one or more others, as you prefer. Some are old,
some are recent, Some are better, | believe, than others—but this
is a matter of private judgment. Anyone can think of several
other possible structures, if he puts his mind to it. The point is:
what might work for you, for someone with your special interests
and beliefs?

1. The Hand of Providence. If you are a professing Jew,
Christian, or Muslim, you must consider the possibility that the
founders of your faith, and all the many universal historians who
have taken inspiration from them, offer the only true account of
the meaning and structure of world history. In terms of the West-
ern revealed religions, history is the unfolding of a providential
plan for the human race, a time of testing, a time of struggle be-
tween good and evil, and a time blessed by divine interventions
which result in miracles, revelations, and (for Christians) the
appearance on earth in corporeal form of God himself, Faith-
professing historians such as Herbert Butterfield argue that the
scholar should avoid the introduction of religious value judg-
ments into his professional work, Certainly in a secularized age,

13
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like our own, and in a country whose constitution decrees sep-
aration of church and state, like the United States, Butterfield’s
advice is easy to takc. But is it good advice—for the believer? At
least in the privacy of your home or office there is no reason why
you should not see world history in terms of your faith. ¥ udaism,
Christianity, and Islam are all religions with an intense historical
consciousness; they claim to know the meaning of world history;
any believing historian can find in the articles of his faith a struc-
ture into which he can fitall that he has learned or will ever learn.

3. Whal Goes Up Must Come Down. Even more ancicnt,
perhaps, than the providential theory of history is the cyclical
theory. The belief that states incvitably rise and fall was common
in antiquity throughout the world. Christians refused to apply it
to “sacred” history, but not to the history of the “earthly city.”
ibn Khaldun subscribed to a cyclical theory; so did Machiavelli
and Vico and Oswa.d Spengler. In form this is more a socio-
logical theory than a historical one, but historians can make use
of it, especially since no one is likely to insist that every new turn
of the wheel must take exactly the same amount of time and
happen in exactly the same way. The spectacle of great empires
soaring and crashing—whether Roman, Byzantine, Persian, Turk-
ish, Mongol, Chinese, British, or any other—has a perennial fas-
cination for students of history. Nor is there any reason to con-
fine the application of cyclical theory to politics, It can also be
used to explain economic life, the arts, church history, and, as in
Spengler’s work, the growth and decay of whole civilizations,
viewed as organisms.

3. Good Tidings. The idca of progress has suffered some
hard knocks in the twentieth century, but many people still be-
lieve that history records the gradual improvement of mankind,
or some significant portion of mankind, through the centuries.
One man's “progress,” of course, is often another man's ‘‘de-
cline.” Everything depends on his idea of what is good. For this

19
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purpose, criteria must be imported from outside historical study.
One may, for example, attach supreme importance to *tae de-
velopment of science and technology, and see this as constitut-
ing progress. Or he may stress the growth of personal freedom
and social justice. Or he may trace progress along many lines
simultaneously. All that matters is the discovery of a generally
upward moving curve in history from an early age judged inferior
to a modern age judged measurably better, when everything is
taken into account, For the believer in progress, this is the mean-
ing of historical experience. His belief teiis him what to look for
in history and what use to make of it. At the same time, he runs
the risk of finding certain ages or cultures “dark” and “unim-
portant” because they seem to contribute nothing to “progress.”

4. The Golden Thread. Without necessarily endorsing
7 theory of general progress, the student may elect to center his
view of world history on the development of a single idea, in-
stitution, or activity of unusual significance to him. A classic ex-
ample is Benedetto Croce's reading of history *“as the story of
freedom.” For Croce the perensial struggle of mankind for lib-
erty was a golden thread running through the fabric of history,
redeeming every age—even the most tyrannous. This thematic
approach works well only if the theme chosen is common to all
past societies and touches many different aspects of life. Other
examples might be “‘man and the environment,” “class struggle,”
“priests and bureaucrats,” “the idea of the good life.”

5. The Ages of Manr. Another structural idea, which may
readily be combined with others, is the division of world history
into two or more great chronological eras. Again, progress is not
necessarily implied. Lewis Mumford in The Transformations of
Man (1956) discovers five ages of man: nomadic, agrarian, civ-
ilized, spiritualized, and mechanized. Karl Marx also discovered
five: the ages of primitive communism, personal slavery, serf-
dom, wage slavery, and future communism. Auguste Comte di-
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vided history into theological, metaphysical, and positive ages,
dominated by religion, philosophy, and science, respectively. The
the birth of Christ and the traditional terms “ancient,” “medie-
val”’ and “modern” are also attempts to give structure to uni-
versal history. Systems of periodization are inevitably somewhat
arbitrary, but they can help the student organize his work.

6. Compare and Conitrast. One of the latest fashions in
the writing of history is “comparative history.” Its object is to
delineate and explain similarities and differences between com-
parable societies or between comparable elements in the life of
those societies. One may understand the French Revolution bet-
ter, for example, if he compares and contrasts it with the English,
American, and Russian Revolutions, as Crane Brinton did in his
book The Anatomy of Revolution (1938). Comparative method
also has applications in world history. The student may attempt
to discover the “essential™ character or spirit in each of the major
world civilizations and then study each of these “essences” com-
paratively. Pushed in One direction, comparative history becomes
sociology. But if the emphasis falls on the identification of differ-
cnces, rather than similarities, and if comparative studies arc

~ used to further understanding of individual societies rather than

to work out universal societal “models,” then the comparative
nisthod can prove both exciting and historiographically authentic.

7. Interaction. Apother fruitful approach, which avoids
the distortions involved in trying to compare whole civilizations,
is the study of contacts between nations and civilizations in
space and time. Here the student focuses not on internal develop-
ment but on concrete historical interaction: how, for example,
Indian civilizatior actually affected Chinese; how Greece and
Rome “lived aga. ~ during the Europcan Renaissance; how the
cultures of Europc were exported to the Americas, with the in-
¢vitable sea-changes. Not quite all of world history will be il-
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luminated by such a strategy, since the historical connections be-
tween certain socicties (relatively isolated in space or time) and
the rest of mankind are tenuous at best. But it is a thoroughly his-
torical-minded strategy, used to good effect by both Amold J,
Toynbee and William H. McNeill,

8. Great Men. World history docs not reduce to the lives
of a few transcendental heroes. But some men and women have
obviously changed the course of events more than others, and the
biographical view of history has its value. Grzat Men not only
transform their times: they also reflect them, since it seems un-
likely that anyone not capable of articulating the ideas and con-
cerns of his age could become historically “great.” One can
also sample not-so-great men as he travels through the past, per-
sonalities of modest accomplishment who help to explain the
continuity of history, The biographical approach has the advan-
tage of permitting one-to-one empathetic contact with the past.
We see history in terms of living human beings, not faceless
absiractions,

9. Great Forces. The advantages and disadvantages of
building one's study of world history around biographies are re-
versed in the “Great Forces” approach, which deals with masscs
of men and the tidal pull of their pooled energies. Practitioners of
the Great Forces view of history tend to be fatalists, as students
of the Great Men tend to believe in free will. History becomes the
story of “science,”’ “'religion,” ‘‘the bourgeoisie,” “Great Power
rivalry,” “democracy,” “the cternal feminine.” The trick is to keep
one’s list of forces relatively short and to guard against woolly-
mindedness,

10. The Idea of Mankind. Finally, therc is a way of
structuring world history that seems especially relevant in an age
of planetization and planetary peril; the mankind approach. His-
tory can be viewed quite simply as the biography of Hormo
sapiens, taking full account of all the uniqueness of given situa-

m;
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tions, group conflicts, cultural differences, and everything else
that has divided humankind, but taking full account also of the
gradual historical integration of our species, as a world com-
munity evolves out Of the localized communities of the past. In
blood and spirit, mankind has always been a single family. The
mankind approach defines history as the process by which the
biological and spiritual unity of Homo sapiens is translated into
sociocultural unity.

The books that follow are studies of world history by a
variety of writers, including professional historians, scholars in
other fields, and inspired amateurs. Each makes use of oné or
more of the structuralideas sketched above,

Cameron, Kenneth Neill, Humanity and Society: 4 World
History (Bloomington, Ind.: Indiana U. P, 1973. $12.50). A
noted Shelley scholar who teaches English at New York Univer-
sity, Cameron reports that he wrote Humanity and Society in his
sparc time, as “a welcome antidote to specialization.” His book
is a compact interpretative history of mankind from its subhuman
origins to the era of the French and American Revolutions, Cam-
cron uncovers a patteen of socioeconomic development from
primitive foodgathering to a more or less universal “feudalism”
{o modern capitalism, now already in decline. World history 18
not “a senscless welter of brutalities” but the progressive libera-
tion of mankind, as each sociocconomic system plays its ap-
pointed part and yields in turn to @ higher system. Although
Cameron rcgards cultural evolution as secondary to socioeco-
nomic, he has much to say about the cultural life of each society
that he analyzes, and quotes liberally from its literature. This is
an unusual, clearly written, and provocative book.

Lowith, Karl, Meaning in History: The Theological Im-
plications of the Philosophy of History (Chicago: U. of Chicago
Press, 1949. $6.50; Phoenix paperback, $1.95). Lawith's book
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is an interesting illustration of the technique of “revetse chronol-
ogy.” His theme is the way in which modern ideas of world
history as progress ewolved (mistakenly, he feels) from the Chris~
tian belief in divine providence and the Christian hope of 4 heav~
enly reward. But he tells his story backward, beginning with such
nineteenth-century thimkers as Jacob Burckhardt and Karl Marx
and retreating, century by century, to St. Augustine and the bib~
lical view of history. L.&with takes a dim view of modern man and
modern secular thowght.

McNeill, William H., The Rise of the Westi A History
of the Human Community (Chicago: U. of Chicago Press, 1963. /
$15.00; Phoenix paperback, $4.25). Winner of the National
Book Award in History and Biography for 1964, McNeill's The
Rise of the West is described by Arnold J. Toynbee as “the most
lucid presentation of world history in narrative form that [ know.”
Certainly no one should attempt to teach world history nowadays
without having read this book. Although in “narrative form,” it
imposes on world history a clearly defined structure,

McNeill divides the history of civilization into three eras,
“The Era of Middle Eastern Dominance to 500 B.C.," “Rurasian
Cultural Balance, 500 B.c. to 1500 A.p.,” and “The Era of West-
ern Dominance, 1500 A.p. to the Present.” He adopts the “dif-
fusionist” thesis that ¢ivilization began in Mesopotamia and was
diffused eastward and westward from this center in the four mil-
lennia before Christ. Independent local development had its part,
especially in the most remote ©f the major Eurasian civilizations,
the Chinese; but without the Mesopotamian stimulus, warld his-
tory as we know it could not have happened. For the two thousand
years between 500 8., and 1500 A.D., the “Eurasian ecumene”
then reached an equilibrium, with its four regional centers (Hel-
lenic, Middle Eastern, Indian, and Chinese) engaged in ¢easeless
interaction. Finally, after 1500, Western European tivilization
upset this equilibrium and began to Westernize the globe, a
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progess not yet completed but obviously far advanced. McNeill’s
thesis forces him to pay scant attention to pre-Columbian Amer-
ica; he is also weak in the area of Latin American history. He
congludes that at least in terms of power—technological, scien-
tilic, institutional, and artistic—mankind has made great progress.
“Men some centurics from now,” he writes, “will surely look
back upon our time as a golden age.”

A shorter version of The Rise of the West, specially writ-
ten Yo serve as a college text, is available under the title A World
History [1967] (2nd ed., New York: Oxford U. P., 1971,
$15.00; paperback, $5.95).

Manuel, Frank E., Shapes of Philosophical History
(Swnford: Stanford U. P., 1965. $4.75; paperback, $1.95). A
leading scholar in the field of modern European intellectual his-
tory, Manucl has written what is certainly the best recent discus-
sion of Western man's attempts to divine the structure of univer-
sal history. Unfailiagly erudite and witty, Shapes of Philosophical
Hlistory is a series of seven guest lectures given at Stanford Uni-
viersity. It traces the history of “philosophical history” from the
(ireeks and the Book of Daniel through the Middle Ages to Kant,
the French Enlightenment, German idealism, and our contem-
porary age of anxiety, Manuel argues that there are basically only
iwo structural models: the cyclical and the progressive. Western
man. has shifted uncasily back and forth between the two, **but
neither has cver dominated the European intellectual ficld with-
oufthe presence in some form of its rival.”

Muller, Herbert J., The Uses of the Past: Profiles of For-
ner Societies (New York: QOxford U, P., 1952, $7.95; Mentor
paperback, $1.25). Muller is a professor of literature turncd his-
torian, who takes what he ealls a “tragic™ view of history. “All
the mighty civilizations of the past have fallen, because of tragic
flaws.” But they “have also had real grandeur, a glory that sur-
vives their fall.” In this book, he offers profiles of Byzantium,
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ancient Israel, classical Greece, imperial Rome, the Middle Ages,
both *“white” and ‘“red” Russia, and “the timely East.” Al-
though he is fascinated by the variety of history, he also finds
high significaiice in the growth of mankind’s “power of self-de-
termination, or freedom to make history. . .. Today the future of
the open society is wide open, to triumphs or to disasters of a
magnitude hitherto undreamed of.”” What emerges from a care-
ful study of the past is a call to live. Beyond the pursuit of happi-
ness, we must Iearn from history the “happiness of pursuit.”

Mumford, Lewis, The Transformations of Man (New
York: Harper, 1956; Torchbooks paperback, $2.95). Well
known as a lit¢rary critic and a specialist in urban problems,
Lewis Mumford is alsc a perceptive student of history. An earlier
work (The Condition of Man) studied the history of Western
civilization from the Greeks to the second World War, In The
Transformations of Man he takes a wider view of the past, The
first six chapters examine—in just 153 pages—the whole course
of universal histary, emphasizing the periods of crisis when man-
kind advanced to higher levels of consciousness and social or-
ganization. The transitions from animal to human, from hunting
to agriculture, from barbarism to civilization, from early civiliza-
tion to spiritualized civilizfatian, and from antiquity to the modern
world of science and technology are painted in broad strokes. In
the final chapters, Mumford presents two alternatives for the
future: a “post-historic” culture dominated by the logic of the
machine or a humanistic “world”* culture freely formed by free
men.

Nehru, Iwwaharlal, Glimpses of World History (New
York: John Dday, 1942, Reprinted by New York: Asia, $9.00;
abridged as Nehru on World History, Bloomington, Ind.: In-
diana U. P, Midland paperback, $2.45). Between 1930 and
1933, while a political prisoner of the British, the future premier
of India wrote this long, rambling sketch of world history, in the



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

TR =« Boun 18 wari g sy opy

form of 196 letters (o his young anghter, Nehra was not, of
cotnse, a professiomtd historian in any semse, and he leans cather
heavily on FL G, Wells's Onaline of History, But his hook i still
inferesting, for several reasons. N pives msipht into the mind
of one of the contury’s guearest leaders. It devoles relatively more
space o Indian and Fast Asian history than Westem writers
tend to do. s style s charming. Iinally, it illustrates the
progressivist interpretation of universal history: “For history
teaches us of growth and progress and of the possibility of an
infinite advanee for man.™ Ahout two-thirds of the “letters”
(chapters) deal with modern hiviory,

Scdillot, Rend, 'Fhe History of the World: In Three Hun
dred Paves 1T049] (New Yionk Phoeonst, 1951 Mooy e
back, 30.75), Scdillot mives s seintilatinely Gallic survol
(fiyover™) of worlth history. He began, he tells us, with the in-
tention of making cconomies the axis of his book. but he found
that politics had to be brought in as well, Most of the chapters
feature o single great pation that the author regards us “prepon-

derant™ during the period under discussion. His choices aie favidy
obvions: the Greeks, the Pomans, the Itabians, the Spanish, the
French, and—since Trafalga. and Waterloo—the Anglo-Saxons,
Asia, Afvica, and the Americas receive only glancing attention.
Scdillot ends on a wry note, condemning the modern religion of
progress. In twelve thousand years, man has “undoubtedly
learned to live better, but also to kill more efficiently.” He has
“discovered more about the world and very little about hinself,”

Spengler, Oswald, The Decline of the West [1918--22] (2
vols., New York: Knopf, 1926-28, $10.00 cach: abridged by
Helmuoi Werner, New York: Modern Library, $4.95). Planned
and partially written before the first World War, The Decline of
the West was published in Germany in 1918-22, The World War
and the unsettled times that immediately followed it encouraged
many Luropeans and Americans to abandon their faith in un-

€y
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Bt sropress amd ta fear thit Wedtern civilizaton bad, mdei,
fegicd the el of its 1ope, Spengders book, which seemed 1o
confitm these fears, appeared on 50 seene at jost the eht mo
ment, T was an s tant suecess,

Holfer, aningeniows ovelical theory of world hidtory tat
find~ every society passimg throuph four agesspringtime of pre
cultural tribsalism with a Giith based on myth cad Jepeads o Bigh
suninicer of aristocracy and mature religion, an antumn of urban
culture dominated By vitial philosophy, and a4 wintertime of
commepoliton civilization voled by seieonce and nuterinbism,
“Civilizeciion™ s for Speagler o terme applicd ondy o ociety
thai huee entered ws Tast season, s petiod o) dechine and disinte-
pration  The Western winld, he arpned, became o teivilization”
it sense at the emd ot the ciphteenth contury 1 his some
hunedreds ol vears sull 1o hive, but s death iy mevitable, and it
can achiweve nothing more i the highest departments of cylture.
Although he diseosses cipht societios, he draws most of his
ilu~tiations from the historics of just three, the classical, the
SArabian” (the Near Fostoand Byzantiom )y, and the Western
(since the tall of Rome ). The complete work, m two Lipe vol-
umes, demands patience, but the attractive abridgement by
Helmut Werner will meet the needs of most readers,

Stavrianos, 1.0 S, The World to 1500: 1 Global History
(Englewood Chffs, N Prentice. 19700 $58.95), The World
sinee 1500z .1 Global History {1906] ¢ 2nd ed,, Fag
N Prentice, 1971, %10.95) . This is a texthook i two volumes

wood Chifls,

for college world history coarses, by o speciadist in Balkan his-
tory, On the whole, it approaches workd histors along niuch the
<iame fines followed by William HL MeNeilll in T Rise of the
West, Stavrianos agrees with koth MeNeill and Franz Boas that
aceessibility and interaction.” The

the key to humuan progress is
most aceessible peoples, who have the preatest opportunity to
interact with others, “are the most likely o forpe ahead.™ The
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Woorld o 1300 centers on the major Hurasinn civilizations of
antiquity and their impact upon one another. The World since
JA00 treats, at greater jength, the rise of western Furope (0@
donnnant position i the woild, 1t secks to explain why western
Panopes, and not some other people, “hrought together the
continents of the world wnd thus bepan the global phase of world
istosy. Stavrianos conchudes that although Lurope has lost its
political ascendancey i the contemporary world, it is responsible
for the shape of the emergent world civilization: in this sense, the
West in our country has trimphed, not declined, See also Man's
Past and Presents A4 Global Jlstory (Englewoud Clifls, N.J.:
Prentice, (971, $8.95; paperback, $6.95), in which Stavrianos
covers the same § round in a single volumnie,

foynbee, Arnold 1, A Study of History (1934 617 (2
vola, . abridped by 1. ¢, Somervell; New vark: Oxford LLP.,
1947 57, 58.50 aind $7.50, 2 vuls., el papurhuc’k, £7 75 the
set). An Oxford-trained historian of ancient Greece, Toynbee

was strongly influenced by Spengler's The Deeline of the West.
This book. twelve volunes in the unabridged edition, is an at-
tempt to Hnprove on Spengler's work by studying world history in
more detail and by avoiding Spengler’s somewhat mystical dog-
matism, Toynhee examines a vast amount of evidence from the
histories of more than twenty civilizations, He also advances a fur
greater number of generalizations than Spengler did. Yet his
interests are in one sense much narrower; for all practical pur-
poses the only things that really hold his attention are political
and military history, on the ont hand, and religious history, on
the other. He agrees with Spengler in finding a eyclical pattern in
the history of civilizations, which he describes in great detail, but
disagreces that such a patiern is incvitable. He discovers man’s
hest hope i religion and foresees i possible unified world civil-
ization that will bring the cyclical pattern of the past to an end.
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Wipar, W, Warren. ed., History and the Fdea of Mankind
(Albuguerque: U of New Mexico Press, 1971, $12.00). Spon-
sored by the Council for the Study of Mankind, /History and the
Idea of Mankind t5 o symposium on the concept of the unity or
kinship ol mankind as this concept has developed in some of the

world's major cultures, Chapters on Indian, Chinese, Jewish,
Islamic, and Western history survey the traditional idea of man-
018, Other ehaplers explore the relation-

kind in cach of these a
ship between the idea of mankind and modern nationalism, sci-
ence and technology, racial theory, and religion and ideology.
The book illustrates the “mankind™ approach to the study of

world history, discussed carlier in this chapter.

Wells, Ho G, Fhe Ouline of History [1920] (rev, cd., up-
dated by Raymond Postgate; Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday,
1971, $9.95). The Owline of History is the work of a novelist
with a lively interest in social problems. He came to helieve that
the first World War was in part the result of the narrowly national
teaching of history that prevailed in European schools before

FO 11 The obvious antidote to this teaching, he maintaired, was
to revive the tradition of universal history. H. G, Wells not only
fisd much to do with its revival in our century: he also vrote the
most commercially successful history book of his gencration, a
book that sold more than a million copies in its first deeade.
World history, for Wells, wus both cyclical and progressive, It
recorded the struggles of “communitics of will™ against “com-
munities of obedicnce™-of open societics against closed ones,
At the same time, Wells noted a steady increase in the size of
communitics and in their interaction, tending inexorably toward
the consolidation of mankind in a single world civilization, Wells's
book by no means reflected the latest historical rescarch of his
own time; it is still more dated today. But the man could write,
and his leading ideas are still relevant,
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3. Teaching Strategics

The sheer size of world history presents special problems
to the teacher, Anyone can acguine a reasonable understanding
of the main currents of world history if he works at his own speed,
for as long as it takes, Teaching othzr people to acquire a similar
understanding in @ one-year high school or college course is
something else again, The teacher must practice radical ccon-
Ormies.

Some cconomies are better than others. Tuming the
world history course into a course in anthropology, for ex-
ample, or geography, or political science, may mike for casier
tcaching, but it will not be history. 1 have already spelled out my
objections to this “solution.” Nor can you dodge the problem by
turning world history into Western history. Ever since world his-
tory became a major subject in American sccondary schools in
the 1920 (and two-thirds of them still offer world history as an
clective or required course ), weary teachers have resorted to this
dodge in farge numbers. When made available, the college course
in world history tends to be an authentically global course, but all
too often college history departments shy away from offering
world history at all. Their standard freshman survey course is
truthfully packaged as "Western Civilization.”

But nothing can be called world history that ignores the
majority of the world’s peoples. Even if we believe, with William
H. McNeill, that “the rise of the West™ is the upshot of world
history, we cannot do justice to our subject when we fail to muster
a genuine interest in all the other civilizations that have contrib-
uted to the “success™ of the West—civilizations that until a few
hundred years ago cqualed or surpassed the West in military and
ceonomic power, to say nothing of their less tangible achicve-
ments. 1t would be no less foolish to imagine that the place of
world history could be filled by a course in the *non-Western
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civilizations.” Omitting the West or viewing it as an alien enemy
distorts the reality of world listory as hadly as the conventional
Western approach. “The world is a big place. We carnot shrink it
to suit our prejudices, snve at the prohibitive cost of falsifying the
past,

Yeteven limiting oneself to Western civilization is prob-
ably better than the mindless interminable chronicle that some
teachers cail world history. They take as their duty the stulfing
of their students with as many chronologically ordered facts
about the human past as they can stuff. Sequencees of Caesars and
popes are not made any more comprehensible by adding to the
Western examples their counterparts in China or India. Cata-
faguing the books of the Bible or the plays of Shakespeare is not
improved by cataloguing the suras of the Koran or the poems of
Li Po,

Be sure of this: you cannot present ail the facts of world

history in one year, Worse yet, you could not present them all if
your course lasted o hundred years and met every day. Long ago,
when eritics attacked 1. G, Wells's Quiline of History on the
ground that no one could possibly treat universal history in &
single book, Hitaire Belloc pointed out that a perfectly legitimate
history of mankind could be written on a single page, He was
right. Depending on the principles of selcetion cemployed, the
writer or teacher of world history can deal with his subject at any
length he likes. He will never exhaust his subject, but the amount
of spacc or time he allots to his task is purely arbitriry,

One simple recommendation that 1 can offer you is to
teach world history in terms of your own preterred thesis about
the structure of world history. You could dn much worse. This
may be politically unwise in some cases, or unduly authoritarian
on your part; but any of the ten structures suggested in the previ-
oussection can beadapted to the elassroom, How mueh better, for
example, to teach history as the “story of freedom or the *march
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of progress™ or the “hand of providence” than to teach it as an
indigestible mass of miscellancous facts!

It is perhaps a still better idea to build a course that gives
the student opportunity to choose for himself how he will interpret
world history. Expose him to a variety of structures, if you can.
Help him to see that history is a subject that demands creative
thought far more than it demands a prodigious memory. One
gambit in the world history course, therefore, can be a frank
acknowledgment on your part, as a teacher, that there are many
wiys of organiziug the study of the past. Why not take your
students into your confidence and admit the Awful Truth? You
might also seize this opportunity te explain your own particular
point of view (if you have one). The beauty of this gambit is
that vour students can discuss answers to the question of how to
structure world history witkout “knowing” very much history at
all. At the same time, they can be developing hypotheses that
they will wan* ‘0 lest as the year progresses. Problems will begin
forming in their minds, with solutions already half-framed; and
whatever we may think about the danger of leaping to conclu-
t1ons, [ ain afraid that most of us learn more by leaping than
by pludding.

A pgambit is not the whole chess game. What happens
next? Clearly, there are dangers in keeping all ends open and all
issucs up in the air. You will have to select a structure for your
course: topics thal you want to explore, which are manageable
with the materials at your disposal and the students you happen
to have. Unless you are so strongly committed to a single thesis
about the meaning and mechanism of history that no other pos-
sibility exists for you, the best formula for.organizing a course is
to bring a variety of approaches together under one roof—whether

monize, such as the study of the interaction of civilizations and
the comparative method, can be used at the same time. Others
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will have to be used at different times. But there is no reason why
a course has to proceed with terrifying predictability along the
same lines month after month to the bitter end.

Whatever you do, I suggest that yon often return to the
jrsychology of your opening move: in other words, cast most of
your topics in the form of problems to be solved, not litanies to
memorize. The most fashionable word in social studies education
today is “inquiry,” and this is onc fashion that I cannot praisc
tuo highly. It does not necessarily mean digging out answers ex-
clusively from primary sources. But it does mean an attempt to
bring into the classroom the inquiring spirit of the scholar-histor-
iar. as he sets about his work, “History.” in Greek, was the word
for “inve:tigation.” The historian is a man who is curious about
cvents, and who secks to «xplain how and why they happened.
if the questions are not in his mind, he may as well give buck his
degrees and go fishing, .

In this connection, I think it is unfortunate that so many
world history courses begir with the Sumerians, How many stu-
dents whether in tenth grade or the soptomore year of college
arrive in September buzzing with questions about Sumer? They
may not be able to name a cingle city in China or a single country
in Central America, and we want them to care desperately about
Sumer!

The place to begin a study of the past is not the beginning,
but the present day. Start with the questions that already exist
in the minds <" your students, or that you can put there with a
minimum of agony. Why is Germany divided? Why is India less
industrialized than Japan? Why do the Russians live under a so-
cialist form of government and economy? Why do many Latin
Americans fear and resent their Yankee neighbors? Why is the
world overpopulated? Answering these questions will require at
least a step or two backward into time. If you like, you can play
the reverse chronology game indefinitely, although it may become
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a4 bit tedious after a while, For example: the postwar settlement
that explains the division of Germany raises the question of why
there was a war in the first place. The ambitions of Hitler raise
the question of why the Weimar Republic failed to work, Th
Weimar Republie raiscs the question of how and why Germany
lost, and mankind fought, the first World War. Ultimately, we
(ind ourselves back in the Bronze Age.

This may be wretched excess. But at least to begin @
course with present-day problems makes pood sense. Take the
student as you find him and work first on the guestions that
already grip his attention. The answers to these questions will

Faise others, The supply is never exhausted.
Vi
framed as problems that ery for solution. As a teacher of world

rtually all matters of interest 1o the historian can be

history, you will probably find it a good rule of thumb to pose
problems that have origins deep in the past and encompass the
life not just of nations or even of civilizations, but of all civiliza-
tions. Begin with pr:wc'nt-duy questions such as the struggle in
Northern frelind or the Arab threat to Isracl. Either problem can
Jead you back to an exploration of the history of religion. You
can compare and contrast the religions of mankind in world-his-

tork | perspective, You can discuss the role of religions in war-

farc and international power politics. Have men ever before
fought in the namc of religiun to secure political advantages, and
if so, how and why? It would not he difficult to spend half a
semester on the problem of the histedical relationship between
religion, politics, and wuar.

Then devote another half-semester to- the problem, for
example, of how nations have succeeded, or failed, in the
attempt to build industrial cconomies. The interplay of ideology,
cconomics. and techrology is a fascinating one—cspecially when
you can study how matters have actually worked out in actual
countrics. Perhaps you will also want to answer the question of
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how the traditonal agricufiural cecononty that nations now scek
to transform replaced primitive hunting and subsistence farming
thousands of years ago, What parts did religion, women, slavery,
education, and burcaucracies play in all this? How did the Chi-
nese experience ditfer from the Greco-Roman, or the Arah? Why
did the West apparcntly gain such a far lead over the Asian and
African peoples after about 15007

Focusing on problems such as these means that you
risk fosing touch with the narrative flow of hisiory. I sce nothing
wrong with varying the pace of o world history course hy requir-
ing & certain amount of narrative reading or offering leetures in
the nanative siyle. Often such materials can throw light on the
very problems that you are trying to solve, A well told story also
has great entertainment value, It provides badly needed reerea-
tion for fugged minds, But a course that consists of nothing but
narrative kills curiosity and removes the student from any uctive
role in the knowledge-secking process,
aes also means that you may not

Doing interprelative i
“eover™ all the ground usually preseribed in model world history
curricula, Whatever approuch you choose, your students can do
no more than establish a few beachheads on the vast continent of
world-historical learning: there is only so mucl time in one year,
It is far better o make these beachheads safe and strong, cap-
tured by active thought, by strenuous adventures of the mind,
than to wander aimlessly over the whole terrain and gain no hold
at all,

If you have a strong interest in the social sciences, another
helpful strategy is to devote part of your course to a testing
against historical evidence of the generalizations of these sci-
ences. What can we learn from the cconomist’s laws of the busi-
ness cycle, from the anthropologist's theories of cultural dif-
fusion, from the political scientists models of international
relations? Do civilizations really rise and fall according to a
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predictable pattern, as many sociologists and sociologically-
minded historians have argued?

Also, do not overlook the help you can receive from
scholars in the humanitics. Art and music history, the study of
literature, philosophy, comparative religions, and history of
science and technology are fields with just as much relevance to
history and history tuaching as any of the social sciences. I mean
this quite literally. History is the study of existential man, not po-
Jitical man or economic nun or social man. Existentinl man,
before all else, is the full man, a thinker and dreamer as well as

a strugpler for power or a sceker of status, There is something of

the artist, philosopher, scientist, und prophet in cach of us, and
in all our socictics. A painting can tell us as much about its so-
ciety as a constitution, An epic poct or & novelist can reveal the
lite of his time just as effectively as o stockbroker or a ficld
marshal, Even if works of art and thou, :t told us nothing about
prevailing social realities and had no influence upon them—which
are obviously mad ussumptiﬁﬁxxthcy have a sclt-sufficient im-
portance, as spiritual cvents in the life of mankind. An idea is
just as “factual™ as a battle, although it occurs in a different
dimension of human experience.

It follows that the teacher of world history (if he has any
interest or talent along such lines at all) should cultivate an
awarcness of man as a sceker of truth and beauty. He has an
obligation to his students, not just to decorate his course with an
occasional filmstrip session, but to make slides, films, recordings,
play and poetry readings. and multi-media shows an integral part
of the learning cxperience in his world history classroom. He
should assign novels and other literary material as freely as he
assigns government documents and the memoirs of statesmen.

I shall go a step further. A world history course can be
devoted almost in its entirety to cultural history. No one would
raise an eyehrow if you spent all your time on politics and eco-
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nomics, Why should they protest if you spend most of it on litera-
ture and art and philosophy? Are¢ these not part of mankind’s
history”? Arce they not central to the human condition? No doubt
a lopsidedly “cultural™ course would have grave shortcomings,
and my preference is for the kind of course that strikes a good
balance among all mankind's activities, just as the ideal course
should not dwell too long on any onc civilization. But life is short,
and the time available for the world history course is shorter still,
If you have to economize, you are actually better advised to Himit
the number of activitics of man you teach than to limit your
temporal-spatial reach.

Another, and perhaps less dangerous, formula for econo-
study, covering the centurics in between by lectures that leap at
breakneck speeds. Centering on just a few years in the history of
a civilization gives you an opportunity to expose your students to
primany source materials and allows them to gain familiarity with
alicn cultures that hovers always just out of reach when you
move at conventional velocities. There is no harm in spending a
century of Confucius, Buddha, and Socrates), and then ripping
through the next four centuries in a day,

But the best “strategy™ of all is for you, the teacher, to
keep intellectually alive. None of us can learn all we need to
know in our college and graduate school days. None of us can
remain fresh and vital as teachers unless we take periodic nour-
ishment from the ongoing lifc of our discipline. Stop rcading, and
you are dead. You may have only two hours a weck that you
can devote to “professional growth.” Spend them reading, What
happens to a stamp collector who stops collecting stamps, be-
cause he has “enough™? What happens to a golfer who stops
golfing, because he has reached his “limit™? What happens to a
concert-goer who stops going to concerts, because he has heard
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“everything™? Don't fool yourself, 1f you've stopped reading his-
tory, you've stopped being w student of history, and pretty soon
you will also stop having anything (except very cold inutton)
1o teach,

Here are several books and periodicals that deal with the
problems of history teaching, Not much is available. Material
keyed to the special needs of world history teachers is especially
searce, hut you may find these titles helpful.

Ballard, Martin, cd., New Movements in the stedy and
Teaching of History (Bloomington, Ind.: Indiana U.P.. 1970,
$6.95). Ballard's symposium originated in Great Britaing all but
two of the vighteen contributors are British university historians
or teachers in secondary schools, Since many Americans are un-
familiar with the British education system, parts of this book may
have little value for them, but it is always fascinating to see how
educators in a different country cope with problems similar to
those encountered here. The world history teacher will be par-
ticularly interested in the chapters on “World History in the
Schools™ by Willlam H. MeNeill, “Widening Our Historical
Horizon™ hy Armold J. Toynbee, and “History and the Social
Scicnces™ by Derek Heater.

Baxter, Maurice G., Robert H. Ferrell, and John E.
Wiltz, The Teaching of American History in High Schools
(Bloomington, Ind.: Indiana U.P., 1964). Through interviews,
visits, and a state-wide questionnaire, the authors (all professors
of American history at Indiana University) collected much valu-
able information ahout the teaching of American history in the
high schools of Indiana. They find that American history is, on
the whole, very poorly taught in our secondary schools, The chief
source of the trouble in their judgment is the unbookishness and

teachers who have no professional commitment to their disci-
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pline: in short, teachers who do not read history. One conclusion
is that history departments in colleges and universitics must re-
sume the leadership role in preparing teachers that they have too
often surrendered to educationists. Although the authors do not
discuss the teaching of world history, their rescarch and recom-
mendations should be of interest to any social studies teacher.

Engle, Shirley H., cd., New Perspectives in World His-
tory (Washington: National Council for the Social Studies, 1964,
$6.00, paperback, $5.00). This is a massive collaborative effort
to outline recent trends in the interpretation of world history for
the benefit of classroom teachers. The first three parts, by aca-
demic specialists, discuss interpretative trends in intellectual his-
tory, period history, and the study of world regions. The authors
include many useful references to new books in cach ficld. In
Part Four, educators and historians offer “New Perspectives in
the Study and Teaching of World History.” Included are Shirley
H. Engle’s argument for the building of 2 model of human social
behavior as the function of world history; an inventory of other
disciplines that can enrich the study of history by Daniel F.
MeCall; practical suggestions for organizing a world history
course by Edith West (with some further thoughts on the same
topic by two leading historians, Joseph R. Strayer and L. S.
Staveianos); and an essay on inquiry by Byron G. Massialas,
The thirty-three essays in this well planned symposium vary in
quality, but it is a work of almost heroic proportions.

Fenton, Edwin, The New Social Studies (New York:
Holt, 1967. Paperback, $4.10), Fenton's name is well known to
secondary school teachers as-the author, editor, or director of
several innovative classroom texts and curriculum projects in the
social studies, He has also written a college methods text, Teach-
ing the New Social Studies in Secondary Schools: An Inductive
Approach (New York: Holt, 1966. $11.00). In this much
shorter work, he discusses the objectives of the “new” social
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studies and shows how these objectives may be reached through
improved teaching strategies, classroom materials, pupil deploy-
ment, and teacher preparation. Fenton is a believer in the inquiry
approach to social ctudies teaching, but he also insists that in-
quiry skills developed by students should be used to equip them
with the knowledge of society and history they need to function
intelligently as good citizens. A Harvard-trained historian, the
author displays a special sensitivity to the humanistic values of
historical study.

The History Teacher (Long Beach, Calif., 1967—).
Founded by Leon Bernard of Notre Dame University, this is a
quarterly journal devoted to the needs and interests of the teach-
ing profession. It includes articles on new interpretations of his-
tory, reports on innovations in teaching, and reviews of printed
and audio-visual classroom materials. In 1972 the journal moved
from its former home at Notre Dame to California State Univer-
sity at Long Beach.

Massialas, Byron G., and C. Benjamin Cox, Inquiry in
Social Studies (New York: McGraw, 1966, $9.65). Massialas
and Cox are social studies educators with strongly anti-historical
leanings. Because contemporary society is experiencing rapid
change and conflict at all levels, they argue that the task of the
schools is to “assume a role of creative reconstruction.” The goal
of education “should be the reflective examination of values and
issues of current import.” The social studies classroom should
become a “forum of inquiry,” where students through the use of
social science methodology produce “a body of tested principles
and generalizations about human relations and societies.” In the
authors’ view, history—or at least traditional “narrative-descrip-
tive” history—has dominated the social studies curriculum far o0
long. Undue deference has also been given to history in the train-
ing of social studies teachers. History can supply students with
useful data and case studies, but Massialas and Cox assign top
priority in the curriculum to the social sciences.
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Social Education (Washington, 1937-). This is a suc-
cessful and innovative journal for high school teachers and edu-
cationists in the social studies field, Its first editor, Erling M.
Hunt, cxpounded its continuing philosophy in the first issuc
(January, 1937): “We recognize that, while some specialization
is necessary to competence, nevertheless history, geography, gov-
ernment, economics, sociology, and social psychology are, in the
schools, all fundamentally one, all concerned with the study of
man and society.” Social Education often publishes articles of
special concern to teachers of history. Unfortunately, it is as little
known among university historians as The American Historical
Review is among high school teachers.

The Social Studies: A Periodical for Teachers and Ad-
ministrators (Philadelphia, 1909-). The history of this journal
tells a good deal about the changing relations between history
and the social sciences, and between university historians and
secondary school teachers. It began in 1909 as The History
Teacher's Magazine. The first issues featured articles by such
outstanding university scholars of the time as George Burton
Adams, Charles H. Haskins, C. H. Mcllwain, and Frederick
Jackson Turner. In 1918 it became The Historical Outlook: A
Journal for Readers and Teachers of History and the Social
Studies. The title was changed to The Social Studies in 1934,
with an announcement that henceforth much greater attention
would be paid to the social sciences. Over the years, the univer-
sity historians have gradually disappeared from its pages, and it
has become a journal for high school teachers and educationists
exclusively.

West, Edith, ed., Improving the Teaching of World His-
tory (Washington: National Council for the Social Studies,
1949). Unlike the later N.C.5.8. symposium edited by Shirley
H. Engle (reviewed above), this one stresses teaching strategies.

fessors of education. The chapters are brief and sharply focused.
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After surveys of the status of world history teaching in America
and abroad, the authors present suggestions for curriculum de-
velopment; alternative ways of structuring the high school
course in world history (chronological, topical, the arca studies
approach, the current affairs approach); the learning of time and
place concepts; projects and activities for the world history
course; and a review of printed and audio-visual materials, In
addition, six chapters by historians and social scientists explore

and social history. Much of the material in the symposium is now

woefully dated, but the teacher can still benefit from its practical
ideas.
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Tools

1. Guides to Reading and Research _

You have often heard the truism that what matters in scholarship
is not knowing something, but knowing where to find it. If the
truism is true, we are in trouble! Many teachers and almost all
students, up to and including doctoral candidates, really have no
idea “where to find it.” Thirteen years after earning my Ph.D.,,
I still did not know or had not ever used quite a few of the refer-
ence tools discussed below, when I started work on Books in
World History.

Our task in this chapter is to survey some of the reference
materials that students and teachers of history should know.
term papers, in preparing lectures and other classroom happen-
ings, or in doing research for publication.

One valuable aid is the research handbook, usually in-
tended for use as a text in college historiography courses. The
“classic manual on all aspects of research and writing” (so say
the publishers) is Jacques Barzun and Henry F. Graff, The Mod-
ern Researcher [1957] (rev. ed., New York: Harcourt, 1970.
$8.50; paperback, $3.75). The publishers’ description does not,
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for once, seem far off. The Modern Researcher is a comprehen-
sive guide to the writing of history, from asking the first questions
through fact-finding and verification to the rules of citation. The
authors include a long bibliography of reference works.

A book such as Barzun and Graff’s contains some ma-
terial that will obviously be useless to you unless you plan to write
history yourself. But no great gulf yawns between the mental
processes involved in writing history and those involved in study-
popular in social studies education is all about. The mind-set of
the “inquirer” is also the mind-set of the “researcher.” In both
cases you are not content simply to tell or hear ready-made stories
about the past. You are asking questions and trying to solve prob-
lems. Studying in detail how historians write history can make
you a far more intelligent and sophisticated reader of history—
and a better teacher.

A little older than Barzun and Graff, but also available in
an updated second edition, is Louis Gottschalk’s Understanding
History: A Primer of Historical Method [1950] (2nd ed., New
York: Knopf, 1969. $4.95; paperback, $3.50). Unlike The
Modern Researcher, which stresses writing, Gottschalk’s book
devotes most of its chapters to such topics as the objectives of
historians, the nature of historical sources, and theories of his-
tory. It has relatively more to say, in other words, about the inter-
pretation of sources than about the composition of historical
essays; but either book will help guide you through the reference
literature and the kinds of sources available to the historian.

Yet another sort of guidebook is How to Study History,
by Norman F. Cantor and Richard I. Schneider (New York:
Crowell, 1967. Paperback, $2,95). The authors’ main purpose
is to help undergraduates wrestle with their everyday problems:
reading primary and seccondary sources, writing examinations
and term papers, using the library. Chapters such as “The Ma-
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terials of History,” “A Practical Lesson in How to Read a History
Book,” and “Research Techniques” have much to offer anyone
interested in improving his familiarity with the basic tools of his
trade. '

All the foregoing are full-length books. A considerably
shorter work of great practical value is Wood Gray et al., His-
torian’s Handbook: 4 Key to the Study and Writing of History
[1959] (2d ed., Boston: Houghton, 1964, Paperback, $2.95).
In addition to chapters in outline form on the nature of history
and the writing of historical papers, Gray provides in his second
chapter (“Pursuit of Evidence”) a convenient and yet very ¢x-
tensive list of research tools in all the fields of world history. Hun-
dreds of library catalogues, bibliographies, periodical and news-
bibliographical information. If you want to know where to find
a place that will tell you “where to find it,” consult Historian’s
Handbook.

So much for the guidebooks. If you do not need them, you
are ready to move on to a different category of reference tool: the
scholarly bibliography. The book you are now reading is such a
work, although far less comprehensive than the best professional
efforts in this field. Nothing in the English language remotely
compares with Guide to Historical Literature [1931] (new ed.,
New York: Macmillan, 1961. $16.50), a project of the American
Historical Association, edited by George Frederick Howe and
others. Nearly a thousand pages in length, the Guide covers all-
kinds of history, and most of the twenty thousand entries are dis-
cussed in paragraph-long notes. Included are lists of reference
works, books on history teaching, and general studies of world
history since the earliest times. The chief drawback of the Guide
in the 1970’ is its age—bibliographies age even more rapidly and
more disastiously than movie starlets. It covers the literature of
world hist -y only down to 1956, with a few entries on works
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published between 1956 and 1960, when it went to press. For the
modern period, see also John Roach, ed., A Bibliography of Mod-
ern History (New York: Canibridge U, P., 1968. $6.95).

Another excellent guide to the scholarly literature is the
American Historical Association’s Pamphlets for Teachers and
Students of History. Morc than seventy of these pamphlets were
published between 1956 and 1970. The greater number are in
world, as distinguished from U. S., history, and they offer expert
judgment on the books in each field, with special attention to
recent interpretative trends. Sample titles: John K, Fairbank,
“New Views of China’s Tradition and Modernization”; Philip D.
Curtin, “African History”; and Bryce Lyon, “The Middle Ages
in Recent Historical Thought.” It is notorious in the profession
that the greatest users of these pamphlets have been doctoral
candidates preparing for their comprehensive examinations, not
the teachers for whom they were originally designed. In 1972
the A.H.A. announced that the series was being replaced by a
ncw one, AHA Pamphlets, The new pamphlets (priced like their
predecessors at $1.00 cach) will provide short interpretative
studies of various periods in American and world history, with
less emphasis on bibliographical data than in the original series.
The first world history title in this series is Harold J. Grimm’s
“The Reformation.”™ For further details, write to the American
Historical Association, 400 A Street S.E., Washington, D.C.
20003,

The needs of high school students are especially well
served by World Civilization Booklist: Supplementary Read-
ing for Secondary Schools {Washington: National Council for
the Social Studies, 1968, Paperback, $3.50). It lists and bricfly
describes 1,240 titles, ranging from light historical fiction for
young readers to scholarly monographs.

But of course you do not have to consult books such as
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any good recent textbook contains a bibliography, and some are

able for your purposes as longer, separately published biblio-
graphical works (like this one!).

2. Encyclopedias and Atlases

If what you want is not reading suggestions but quick ac-
cess to specific historical data, a number of good referenée works
are available, tailored to the needs of historians., Some are not
well known, or rarely consulted.

Anyone who teaches world history should not only use
but own a copy of William L. Langer, ed., An Encyclopedia of
World History [1940] (5th ed., Boston: Houghton, 1972.
$17.50). The 1,569 pages of this one-volume historical encyclo-
pedia probably house more “hard data™ about the human past
than any book of comparable length ever written. It offers fully

of all parts of the world, with explanatory and interpretative
notes, penealogical charts, maps, and other materials. Because
of its chronological format, the Langer Encyclopedia is obviously
a better source for political events than for cultural and economic
history, but it contains at least a little of everything. The scholars
who collaborated in producing it are of the first rank.

See also Everyman's Dictionary of Dates [1911] (6th ed.,
New York: Dutton, 1971. $6.50). This is actually a dictionary of
world history from carliest times, although the alphabetically ar-
resentative entry is the one on “Nepal,” which packs twenty-
three dates into a thirty-eight line article,

An “encyclopedia™ that is actually not an encyclopedia
is John Bowle, ed., The Concise Encyclopedia of World History
{(New York: Hawthorn, 1958). Profusely illustrated, this volume
offers a series of essays for the inteiligent layman on various seg-
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ments of world history by twenty-three scholars, mostly of Ox-
ford University. with especially full treatment of the Afro-Asian
world. More recently, a team of forty scholars at Columbia Uni-
vessity has produced The Columbia History of the World, cds.
John A. Garraty and Peter Gay (New York: Harper, 1972.
$20.00). Its 101 chapters supply the most comprehensive review
of world history available in a single volume in narrative form.

In addition to these works, which are strictly historical,
you will wish to consult from time to time a variety of other
kinds of reference works. I find all standard encyclopedias fairly
exasperating, but the Encyclﬂpaedia Britannica remains the best
of the lot, in English or any other language. Except for contem-
porary history, you will be well advised to use the out-of-print
11th edition (29 vols., 1911). The social sciences are well
represented by two great encyclopedias with almost identical
titles: Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences (15 vols., New York:
Macmillan, 1930-34); and International Encyclopedia of the
Social Sciences (17 vols., New York: Macmillan and the Free
Press, 1968). The earlier set included historians on its editorial
staff; the later one does not. Both contain articles of substantial
length on the major social thinkers throughout history as well
as on the concepts and branches of the social sciences. But do not
confuse them. The second is not a revised edition of the first, but
a wholly new production. See also the Encyclopaedia of Re-
ligion and Ethics (13 vols., New York: Scribner, 1908-26). For
brief biographies of the scientists of all periods and countries,
see Allen G. Debus, ed., World Who's Who in Science (Chicagn:
Marquis, 1968. $60.00). !

The place to go if you want to know the history of a word,
as well as its modern meanings, is A New English Dictionary on
Historical Principles (10 vols. in 13; Oxford: Clarendon, 1888-
1928). Four other standard reference works of exceptional value
are the Columbia Encyclopedia [1935] (3rd ed., New York:
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Columbia U. P., 1963, $49.50); Webster’s Biographical Dic-
tionary [1943] (recv. ed., Springfield, Mass.: Merriam, 1972
$12.95); Webster’s Geographical Dictionary [1949] (rev. ed.,
Springfield, Mass.: Merriam, 1969. $9.50); and the Columbia-
Lippincett Gazetteer of the World (New York: Columbia U. P,
1952. $75.00). The last two mentioned contain not only geo-
graphical information and maps but also thumbnail chronologies,
especially useful for urban and provincial history.

Finally, you need a reliable historical atlas. Most confine
themselves to European history, with the rest of the world cov-
ered only as it became involved in European overseas expansion.
For world history, nothing is quite so good as Westermanns Atlas
zur Weltgeschichte (Braunschweig: Westermann, 1956), but you
have to read German to use it. An acceptable alternative is R. R.
Palmer, ed., Atlas of World History (Chicago: Rand, 1957.
$8.95), which contains 128 maps, 92 of them in color, each
bricfly explained in the accompanying text. Palmer's work, as
advertised, is a world history atlas; the non-Western civilizations
reccive adequate treatment. There is also an abridged paperbound
version of this atlas: Palmer, ed., Historical Atlas of the World
(Chicago: Rand, 1961. $1.00). The best atlas of modern history
(since 1492) is H. C. Darby and Harold Fullard, eds., The New
Cambridge Modern History Atlas (New York: Cambridge, 1970.
$32.50).

3. Multi-Volumed Historical Series

Despite the great cost and unending busy work involved,
publishers in all countries from time to time bring out ambitious
multi-volumed historical scries: scholarly, popular, or documen-
tary. As a rule these are collaborative ventures; and as a rule, the
more editors, authors, and consultants are involved, the poorer
the overall quality of the venture.

A number of multi-volumed histories of mankind or of
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Western civilization have appeared in the last two centuries, They
occupy many yards of shelf space in our major libraries. They
tend to age almost as rapidly as encyclopedias or bibliographies,
and collect more than their share of dust. But some of them are
worth knowing about.

Of world histories in English, the best publicized in recent
years has been The History of Mankind prepared under UNESCO
auspices by the International Commission for a History of the
Scientific and Cultural Development of Mankind (New York:
Harper, 1963—). Planned in six volumes, with four now pub-
lished, this series has gathered poor reviews. Perhaps it is a case
of too many cooks spoiling the broth; or too much international
bureaucracy; or the need not to offend the official sensibilities of
the U. N.’s member nations; or the untimely death of some of the
authors and editors. In any case, The History of Mankind has not
been an overwhelming critical success. As one reviewer wrote in
a recent issue of The American Historical Review (commenting
on the second volume): “Rarely, if ever, can so many learned
men have labored so long on a history to such little purpose. . . .
This conglomeration of savants from so many nations could no
more have produced a coherent historical synthesis than the
builders of the Tower of Babel could have created the Parthenon.”

All the same, UNESCO’s History of Mankind has its val-
ues. The first volume (1963), by Jacquetta Hawkes and Sir
Leonard Woolley, treats prehistory and the beginnings of civili-

tled The Ancient World: 1200 B.C. to AD, 500 (1965). The
third and fifth volumes are still to come. Volume Four, The
Foundations of the Modern World: 1300-1775 (1970. $20.00),

is the work of an American team headed by Louis Gottschalk.
Volume Six, The Twentieth Century (1967. $18.50), was writ-
ten by Caroline F. Ware and others. Do not expect dazzling feats
of imagination and ingenuity in any of the volumes, but three
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things at least must be said in favor of this undertaking. It is a
noble attempt to bring scholars together in an international dia-
logue; it is universal, and not just Western, history; and it is use-
ful as a work of reference—both for its text and for its many pho-
tographs, drawings, maps, and other visual aids,

The University of Michigan History of the Modern World,
ed. Allan Nevins and Howard M. Ehrmann (Ann Arbor, Mich.;
U. of Michigan Press, 1958—, $7.50-3$10.00 cach), approaches
world history more conventionally, as a series of national and
regional histories. Seventeen volumes are available on the mod-
ern history of countries such as Germany, France, Italy, and
India, and of regions such as the Far East, the Near East, and
Latin America. Each volume is the work of a single author, and
most of these arc well known senior scholars in their fields—Al-
bert Guérard, Maurice Ashley, C. Hartley Grattan, Percival
Spear, to name a few. Unfortunately, the editors are not always
judicious in their apportionment of space. For example, Grattan
is allowed two volumes to present the history of the Southwest
Pacific (essentially Australia and New Zealand), whereas the
whole maodern history of China, Korea, and Japan is compressed
into a single volume.

For a comprehensive multi-volumed history of Western
civilization, sce the three series published by Cambridge Univer-
sity Press: The Cambridge Ancient History (12 vols., 1923-39);
The Cambridge Medieval History (8 vols,, [913-36, $23.50-
$32.50 cach); and The New Cambridge Modern History (13
vols., 1957—. $19.50 each). The volumes cover given periods in
Western history; the individual chapters, cach by a differcnt
scholar, discuss either a topic in the history of the period or a
country or reégion. The non-Western world figures only in its rela-
tionship to the West. Despite the excellence of many chapters
here and there, the Cambridge histories lack unity and are diffi-
cult to use as works of reference. For the medieval series, a two-
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volume abridgement is available, Charles W. Previté-Orton, The
Shorter Cambridge Medieval History (New York: Cambridge
U. P, 1952. $28.50).

Better for modern Western history than the Cambridge
sct is William L. Langer, ed., The Rise of Modern Europe (New
York: Harper, 1934—, $7.95-$10.00 each). Seventeen volumes
have appeared so far in this nearly complete chronological series,
each by a different scholar, each stressing trends and topics of
continent-wide significance, with well chosen illustrations and
excellent bibliographical essays. Scholars of the stature of Crane
Brinton, Geoffrey Bruun, Carl J. Friedrich, and Langer himself
make this a project of outstanding merit. As a bonus, all the vol-
umes are now available in paperbound editions in the Harper
Torchbooks series ($2.25-$4.95 each) Also in paperback, as
well as cloth binding, is a British set of unusual graphic beauty,
History of Civilization Library, ed. Geoffrey Barraclough, and
published in the United States by Harcourt ($5.50-$7.95 each;
paperback, $2.95-$3.95 each). Some twenty titles are in print,
written by historians of high international repute. Each book is
about two hundred pages long, with more than a hundred illus-
trations, many in color,

In the realm of popular history, a leading series is Time-
Life’s Great Ages of Man (21 vols., New York: Time-Life, 1965—
68. $6.95 each), handsomely produced picture-books with brief
supporting texts by C. M. Bowra, Basil Davidson, Peter Gay, and
other notables. Sprightly prose is the major attraction in another
successful work of popular history, Will and Ariel Durant's The
Story of Civilization (10 vols., New York: Simon, 1935-67.
$10.00-315.00 each). Except for the first volume, the Durants
give us only Western history, and their narrative reaches only as
far as the French Revolution, but The Story of Civilization has
found a large reading public. Scholars prefer to ignore it, since
the authors are obviously not professional historians. All the
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same, this is a work in the grand manner of Voltaire, Macaulay,
and Carlyle. It may not quite match these equally “unprofes-
sional” forerunners in depth of vision, but you can read it with-
out having to apologize to anyone.

Another major category of multi-volumed historical works
is the “‘problems” series. Intended for classroom use either in high
school or in college, “problems™ books select issues in historical
interpretation and illustrate the range of opinion by providing
excerpts from the scholarly literature on each issue. Sometimes
primary sources are included as well. Many of these works are
better suited for the teacher’s private library or the graduate semi-
nar than for the classroom. But however you use them, they make
a valuable contribution to historical thought. '

The pioneer series of problems books, which originated
at Amherst College in the 1930, is Problems in American Civili-
zation, published by D. C. Heath of Boston. Since this series was
launched, Heath has started three others: Ralph Greenlaw and
Dwight E. Lee, eds., Problems in European Civilization; Edwin
Lieuwen, ed., Problems in Latin American Civilization; and W.
T. de Bary et al., eds., Problems in Asian Civilizations. The last
two are relatively new, but the Greenlaw-Lee series, which began
appearing in 1958, has about sixty volumes in print, all in paper-
back. Representative titles are Donald Kagan, ed., Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire: Why Did It Collapse? (1962, $2.25);
and Dwight E. Lee, ed., The Outbreak of the First World War:
Who or What Was Responsible? (3rd ed., 1970, $2.25).

Each volume follows the same format: an introduction by
the editor, substantial excerpts from ten or twenty scholarly books
and articles on the problem at hand, and a bibliographical essay.
Sometimes the editors seem to create more controversy than
really exists; a few of the volumes go to the other extreme and are
quite bland. But on the whole, the editors have done their work
well. See also the volumes of the European Problem Series pub-

54



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

A0+ BOOEYS [N WORLIF 1S TORY

lished by Holtand the Major Bssaes in flistory Series published
by Joha Wiley,

In addition o these series, which contain one “problern”
per volume, there wee several convenient anthologies of prob-
lems, One of the newes(is Novnan F, Cantor and Saniuel Ber-
ner, eds., Problems in European History (3 vols, New York:
Crowell, 1971, Papeebick, $4.95 cach) . Brison Gooch, ed., En-
terpreting Western Civilization (2 vols., Homewood, [0 Dor-
sey, 1909, Paperback, $5.05 cach) perforing the same service,
with cach chapter edited by a different scholar. Brian Tierney et
al., cds., Great Issues in Western Civilization [1967] (2nd cd.,
2 vols.: New York: Random, 1972, Paperback, $4 95 cuch) sup-
plies readings from both primary and secondary sources.

The primary sourees of world history (need T say?) are

almost inconecivably vast, but some valiant editors have plunged
into the task of producing comprehensive anthologics in this arca
as well, They cin be helpful either as supplementary reading in
the classroom or as reference aids. L. S, Stavrianos has edited a
two-volume sct, The Epic of Man to 1500 (Englewood Cliffs.
N.J.: Prentice, 1970. $7.95; paperback, $5.95) and The Epic of
Todern Mai [1966] (2nd ed.. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.- Prentice,
1971. Paperback, $5.995), intended for usc in conjunction with
his college world history textbooks. Stavrianos includes a num-
ber of excerpts from scholarly sources, butl mostare primary. See
also William H. McNeill et al., eds., Readings in World History
(10 vols, New York: Oxford U. P., 1968-73. Paperback,
$1.50-$2.95 cach).

It is no smalt task to anthologize the primary sources of
even one civilization. A major new project is the Documentary

~ History of Western Cix ilization, ed. Eugene C. Black and Leon-

ard W. Levy, Twenty-seven volumes have thus far appeared, with
more promised. They are available in paperbound editions pub-
lished by Harper Torchbooks, at prices ranging {rom $2.95 to

)

o



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

REBERIFHOE Tong g o <17

$.0.95 cach, For Asia, i good series i W7 de Bary, Jr., edd,
Sources of Tapancse Trndition Sonrces of Indinn Traditions a0d
sources of Chinese Teadition (3 vols,, New York: Columpia U.
P. o 1958-00, $15.00 cach; paperback, 6 vols, $2.80.$4.00

viach 3,

4. Journals

I have saved until Tagt a reference gid that s ggn(}[’ilily
used only by specialists, and sometimes nop even by them., All
branches of scholarship publish journals, In the natural s<i-
erices, journals are often moere important than books, since
scientific research lends itself to presentation in relatively com-
poict forms, A few equations nray sum wp thousands of hours of
work . But in oure ficld, the apticles pubfished i journals repre-
sent only a small fraction of current research. In fact masy
seholars subseribe to them because of their reviews and advyertise-
ments of recent books and legve the articley unread. More than
hotlf the pages of a major journal such as The American Histori-
cedl Revieve are devoted 10 reviews, advertisements, letteys, ISts
of recently published books und articles, and the like. Yet this
m e il is vitally important, oo, There 1s np hetler way of kec p-
in g abreast with the scholarly literature in your f3eld than to read
thejournals.

Not many jourpals are world history jour nals, The Amer-
ican Historical Review, founded in 1895 and published py the
A merican Historieal Association, is one such, and probably the
host in the English lunguage, In a recent issye selected at ryndom
(Eune, 1971), the articles dealt with the labor problem in colon-
inl Jamestown, the adolescence of Heinrich Himmler, commu-
nism in pre-Marxist France, and the formation of public pg]ic:y
in medieval China. The same jssue offered more than 140 éigliﬂd
re views of books in all fields of history, including bookg pub-
lished abroad, and 87 pages listing “other books reccived” and
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reeenily published articles in professional journals. Other coun-
tries have comparable journals of broad scope, such as The
English Yistorical Review (1836-), but there is nothing ¢lse
quite ke the . 1. R, in the United States,

Since 1953 the international commission in charge of pre-
paring the UNESCO Ifisrory of Mankind has also published The
Journal of Workd Uistory. The urticles in this trilingual journal
are by-products of the Flistory of Mankind project. Some are
pood, buy the journal, like the rest of the commission’s work,

dues not fjve up to one’s eXxpectations,

Most historical journals are, of course, mere specialized
than these. In the modern European field, The Journal of Modern
ffistory (1929—) has little English-language competition. The
medieval West s cared for handsonely by Speculum (1926-).
The history Of science has another exceptionally fine journal,
fsis (8912—). In other branches of world history, sec, for cx-
ample, The Journal of Asian Stadies (1941—), The Middle East
Journal (1947=), The Hispanic American Historical Review
(1918—). and The Journal of African History ( 1960—). All these
journals devote 2t generous portion of cach issue o book reviews.

The most painless of historical journmals is the British
monthly History Today (1951=). It offers u varicty of illus-
trated populm (lthough not necessarily unscholarly) articles in
all ficlds of history. Ina recent issue, articles appeared on *“Prince
Rupert,” “The Assassination of Trotsky,” “‘Anti-Slavery and
the Americun Revolation,” *“Admiral Ushakov: Nelson's Rus-
sian Ally " and “Empedocles of Acragas.” The issue sported 39
ilus trations, some in color, and several book reviews, T hesitate
to deseribe Hestore Today as a “reference tool,” butitis certainly
fun. Since 1967 it has enjoyed brisk competition from a similar
American publication, Mankind,
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AL one time, not so many decades ago, nearly all the history
studied and taught in the Western world was ancient history.
Nowadavs, many holders of Ph.D/s in history have never taken
a course or (For all we know) read a single book in the ficld, The
relative decline of ancient history, and also of classical studics
generally, sharply distinguishes our generation from carlier pe-
riods in the histor of scholarship. Nevertheless, very good work
is still being done, aided by archeological discoveries of great
irportance.

The history of the ancient West is simultancously one
of the broadest and narrowest of disciplines. Its breadth is ob-
vious: it includes not only Greece and Rome, but also Judaism
and Christianity, the civilizations of Egypt and Mesopotaria,
and the empires of ancient [ran. Armong these socicties are some
that arose in the fifth and fourth millennia 8.c., long before the
emergence of civilization in Chima and India. But the history of
the ancient West is also a narrow field of study, since relatively
few of its primary sources have survived. Even such a well docu-
mented people as the Greeks are known to us only in bits und
pieces: nearly all their art and music and most of their literature

« 49
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ard philosophy were lost, probubly forever, during the Middle
Ages. For examiple, we have scarcely o tenth of the tragadics
known to have been written by Acschylus, Sophocles, and
Furipides. From the hundreds of other tragedians of the fifth
century, not onc play survives.

Yet we sire not speaking of populations remotely compar-
able to those of modern tinues. Egypt under Rameses E inthe
twelfth century w.¢. had a total population of perhaps three nil-
lion. Three hundred thousand people lived in the Athens of Peri-
cles, and even the Roman empire in the age of Augustus Caesar—
European, Asian, and African provinces included-had at most
one hundred million subjects. The vast majority of these people,
needless 1o say, were in no position to produce any primary
senrces Whatsoever and contributed (o mankind’s history only
their Inbor, free or slave. Thatso litle remains of what was <lome
by so few prompts many scholars of ancient history to practice
extreme ciution in drawing interpretative conclusions. Kt urcs
others to leaps of speculation that recall the techniques of the
historical novelisl,

11 any cvent, the more than four thousand years of an-
cient history in the West have their indispensable place in world
history. They arc important in their own right; and of course no
onc can hope to understand medicval and modern Western civil-
ization without a firm grounding in the study of its ancient
heritage,

[. The Pre-Classical West

Aldred, Cyril, Akhenaten, Pharaoh of Egypt (New York:
McGraw, 1968, $10.95). No personality of preclassical Egypt is
during the Eighteenth Dynasty, from 1378 to 1362 s.c. Many
writcrs have argued that his introduction of a4 new religious cult
devoted to the solar disk, Aton, foreshadowed and even helped
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to alluence the mmonotheistic refigion of the ancient Jews, Tn this
fiew biographical study, Cyril Aldred offers a very different view,
Akhenisten, he writes, was far from the evolutionary of modern
legend. Tis ideas “had astrong auntequaarian favor, and attempted
to vestore the supremacy of the Pharaoh to what it had been in
the carly Old Kingdom.” Neither populist, rior monotheist, nor
sive, Akhenaten wsed religions “heresy™ as a weapon
apainst the clusses in FHpyptinn society that stood in the way of
his reactionary ambitions. Aldred supplies a thoughtful analysis
of the major inferpretative issues, There are also 17 color plates
and 120 black and white photographs, which greatly enhance
the text.

Bright, John, A History of Tsrael [1959] (2nd ed,

=

Philadeiphin: Wostmiuster, 19720 538500, Blerght tiaces the veligi-

fares

ous and political history of Israel frona earlies ttimes to the end of
the biblical era. Well documented ansd supplred with color maps
andd a full index of biblical references, his book 1s of special value
as o puide to the study of the Ol Testament, Its theological
tendencies are conservative, For o still more conservative but
also soundly exccuted work by a dewish scholar, see Hurry M.
Orlinsky, Ancient Iseael {1954 (2d ¢d., Ithaca, NY.: Cornell
UL, 1960, $5.50; paperback, $1.953,

Ceram. C, W,, Gods, Graves, and Scholars: T/he Story of
Archacology [1949] (rev. ed., New York: Knopf, 1967, $8.95;
Bantam paperback. $1.95). Since the founding of archeolopy by
J. J. Winckelmann in the cighteenth century, specialists in this
dusty discipline have added enormously to our knowledge of the
ancient world. The dramatic and human side of their work is

highlighted in an engrossing best-seller by Kurt W. Marck, who
uses the pen name of C. W, Cerarn. He reviews the history of
archeological discoveries in Egypt. the Neur East, Greeee and
Italy, and Mexico and Central America. More emphasis falls on
the ruins themselves, and the myths cud legends surrounding
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them, in 1. Sprague de Camp and Catherine . de Camp,
Ancient Ruins and Archaecology (Garden City, N.Y . Double-
day. 1964, $595). The de Camps cven include o delightful
chapler on “ruing” that are purely legendary—the lost civiliza-
tion of Atlantis.

Childe, V. CGordon, Man Makes Himself [1936] (New
York: Mentor paperback, $0.95). A masterpicee of concise in-
terpretation by one of the twentieth century’s leading archeol-
ogists. Childe surveys all of Weslern prehistory and ancient his-
tory down to about 3000 n.c. from a point of view that blends
Marxism and sturdy Victorian rationalism. He discovers two
preat revolutions in this preclussical past: the neolithic revolu-
ton. which converted man from a food-gatherer into a farmer
and stockbreeder; and the “urban”™ revolution, which geeurred
first in Mesopotaria, and was made possible by rapid progress
in scicnce and technology. All this involved the exploitation of
some men by other men, but in true Marxist fashion, Childe

views exploitation as a necessary cvil, o function of “the dialectics
of progress.” Tradition makes the man, he adds, but man in turn
makes (and sometimes breaks) his traditions, so that, in the final
analysis, “man makes himself.” See also Jacquetta Hawkes's
excelient contribution to the first volume of the UNESCO History

York: Mentor paperback, $1.25).

Cottrell. Leonard, Life under the Pharaohs (New York:
Holt, 1960, $5.00; Tempo paperback, $0.75). As a popularizer
of Fgyptology, Leonard Cottrell has few rivals. In this little book,
he presents the everyday life of the Egyptians of the Eighteenth
Dynasty ( 1580-1321 B.c.), the age of Hatshepsut, Thutmose
i1, and Akhenaten. Some of the chapters are storics set in the
period. Especially for younger students, Life under the Pharaohs
is an exeellent introduction to Egyptian social history. Among

@ Cottrell's many other books sce, for example, The Lost Phar-
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aohs: The Romance of Egyptian Archeology [1951] (Universal
paperback, §2.25).

Frankfort, Henri, et al., The Intellectual Adventure of
Ancient Man: An Essay on Speculative Thought in the Ancient
Near East (Chicago: U. of Chicago Press, 1946. $8.95; abridged
as Before Philosophy: The Inteilectual Adventure of Ancient
Man, Penguin paperback, $1.45). This book is “an attempt to
understand the view which the ancient peoples of Egypt and
Mesopotamia took of the world in which they lived.” The authors
deplore the conventional tacit assumption “that the Ancients were
preoccupicd with problems very similar to ours, and that their
myths represent a charming but immature way of answering
them.” Such a view “ignores the gulf which separates our habits of
thought, our modes of expericnce, from those remote civilize-
tions.” The opening chapter, by the Dutch scholars Henri and
H. A. Frankfort, explores the logic and structure of mythopoeic
(“‘myth-making") thought, demonstrating that it was rooted ina
unitary concept of man and nature. Chapters follow on the Egyp-
tian world-view by John A. Wilson and on the Mesopotamian
world-view by Thorkild Jacobsen. In a concluding chapter, the
Frankforts discuss the transition to a relatively demythologized
world-view in Hebrew and Greek thought. There is no better
study of how the ancient mind worked.

Kramer, Samuel Noah, History Begins at Sumer: Twenty-
Seven Firsts in Man's Recorded History [1956] (Garden City,
N.Y.: Anchor paperback, $1.95). Originally published under
the title From the Tablets of Sumer, this is the best short intro-
duction to mankind’s oldest civilization, established in Mesopo-
tamia in the fifth millennium B.C., long before the founding of
the Old Kingdom in Egypt. Kramer tells the story of the Sumer-
ians as a series of “firsts”"—the first schools, the first bicameral
legislature, the first historian, the first library catalogue, and
many others, twenty-seven in all. It is a charming portrait of a
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long-dead socicty, written by an able scholar who is also the
author of a somewhat more orthodox volume, The Sumecrians:
Their History, Cultrre, and Character (Chicago: U. of Chicago
Press, 1963, $7.95: Phoenix paperback, $2.95).

Moscati, Sabatino, The Face of the Ancient Orient: A
Panorama of Near Eastern Civilizations in Pre-Classical Times
[1956] (Garden City, N.Y.: Anchor paperback, $2.50).
Moscati, a specialist in Semitic studies at the University of Rome,
bused the present work on a series of radio talks, Like many other
books with similar beginnings, The Face of the Ancient Orient
is boldly conceived, but displays « tendency to oversimplification,
The peoples of the ancient Near East are studied in three ¢ groups:
those of the river valleys (the Sumerians, B ibyloniuns, Assyr-
ians, and Fgyptians), who established the first civilized sociclies;
those of the mountains and deserts ( the Hittites, Cuanaanites,
Israclites, and others), who acted as “catalysts” in the body so-
cial of the old valley empires; and the Persians, also 2 mountain
people by origin, who supplied the final “synthesis™ of preclassi-
cal antiquity by uniting the entire area under their rule in the
sixth century g.c.

Olmstead, Albert T., History of the Persian Empire (Chi-
cigol U, of Chicago Press, 1948, Phoenix paperback, $3.95),
We Torget oo casily that Persia (or Iran) is one of the world's
oldest empires, founded centuries before the unification of China,
and u great power in the ancient world from the time of Cyrus in
the sixth century n.c. until the seventh century A.D. Albert T,
Olmstead of the Oriental Institute at the University of Chicago
gives us in this book a history of the Achacmenid period, from
Cyrus to the burning of the capital at Pers jrolis by Alexander the
Great. Political and military history are reinforced by a vivid
account of ancient Persian social, economic, and cultural life.
Olmstead takes advantage of recent archeological findings in
Iran itself, so that he is not wholly dependent, as scholars once
were, on biased Greek accounts of the Persian world.
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Oppenheim, A, Leo, Ancient Mesopotaming Portrait of
a Deded Civilizarion (Chicago; U, of Chicago Press, 1964, $8.50;
Phoenix paperbuck, $3.95). Oppenheim draws a convincing pic-
ture of the social and cultural life of two great ancient Mesopo-
tamian peoples, the Babylonians and the Assyrians, He stresses
the uniqueness of ancient Mesopotimia, the many ways in which
its ideas and institutions differ from those of our modern world.
A still older people, the Sumerians, are not included. The author
smartly raps some of his colleagues for their tendency to judge
dead Asian socicties by the standards of Western humanism.

Piggott, Stuart, Ancient Europe: From the Beginnings of
Agriculture 1o Classical Antiquity  (Chicago: Aldine, 1966.
$10.00; paperbick, $3.95). 1t is well knosen that medieval (and
hence madern) Europe was much mere than a continuation in
new dress of the civilization of Mediterrancan antiquity. But
historinns have traditionally paid little serious attention to the
other major elementin the cultural synthesis of medicval Europe:
the contribution of the pre-Celtic, Celtic, anpd Germanic “nu-
" who made up the greater part of Europe’s population in

medieval imes,

Stuart Piggott’s book is a visnally exciting and s
tificully penetrating atlempt to sum up what archeology can tell
us about the last cight thousand years of European prehistory.
With the lielp of 143 line iltustrations and 51 plates, the author

ien-

traces the sjow
from western Asiy, their arts and commerce, their entry into the
bronze and iroa ages, and their interaction with classical Greece

vance of peasant societics across the continent

and Rome.

Roth, Cecil, A History of the Jews: From Earliest Times
Through the Six Day War [ 1935] (rev. ed., New York : Schocken,
1970, Paperback, $2.45). The Jewish people have retained their
identity through a period of more than three thousand years
without—for most of this time~living in a land of their own. Other
peoples have survived in spite of foreign rule, in spite of political
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disunity, in spite of systematic atlempts to destroy their culture:
the Jews are unique in their survival as a “digspars,” a scattered
people residing in many adopted homelands. What holds them
together as a people, apart from their religious faith, is their in-
tensely developed historical consciousness. The Biblc is the most
historically-minded of all sacred texts; it has created a nation
whose cssence is its history.

Not surprisingly, modern Jewish scholars have written
many histories, Jong and short, of the Jewish peaple. This vol-
ume, by Cecil Roth, is onc of the best. Itis divided into six parts,
of which two are devoted to the ancient period (1500 p.c.-425
AD.). one to the Middle Ages, and three to modern times. In
treating the Jewish people in antiquity, Roth takes Mull account of
the findings of modern biblical criticism, bat argues that “the
memory of a whole people,” even when it may be ¢ontradicted by
scholarship, has a “subjective historicity” with a trath of its own,

Saggs, H. W. F., The Greatness That Wos Babylon: A
Survey of the Aneient Civilization of the Tigris-Euphrates Valley
[1962] (New York: Pracger. $13.00: Mentor paperback,
$2.25). Written for high schoolers, college freshmen, and the
general reader, this is a comprehensive history of Babyloniu
and Assyria illustrated with more than sixty pages of plates. The
opening chapters, devoted to political history, are a bit heavy-
going in places, but the nine chapters that follow on Mesopotam-
jun socicty and culture have a broader appeal. With the help of
liberal excerpts from the primary sources, Saggs describes social
life, government, trade, religion, literature, sciemce, and art.
There is also a summary of what Western civilization owes to the
Babylonian achievement. For a study of the incredible city of
Babylon and its rediscovery by modern archeologists, read James
Wellard's Babylon (New York: Saturday Review, 1972. $6.95).

Wilson, John A., The Rurden of Egypt: An Interpreta-
tion of Ancient Egvptian Culture (Chicago: U, of Chicago Press,
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1951, $7.50; as The Culure of Ancient Egypt, Phocnix paper-
buack, $2.45). This is probably the most valuable short book in
the English language on ancient Egypt. Wilson has integrated
social, cultural, cconomic, and political history in a serics of
brilliant interpretative essays on the major periods of ancient
Feyptian history from its prehistoric beginnings to the post-im-
perial age of the carly first millennium .. He looks on the an-
cient Egvptians as a basically optimistic people who owed their
view of life and their theory of divine kingship to their favorable
geographical position in the ancient world. “Egypt was the Tand
which was cut off from major contacts and thus enjoyed a happy
sense of security and special election. Her destiny was excep-
tional because divine providence had set her apart—distinctly
apart=-from her neighbors,”™ Wilson also tends, as many other
scholars have done, to idealize the carly dynastics and regret the
conservatism and decadence of the later ones, The Old Kingdom
of the first dynasties was “‘the period of Egypt’s rich and abundant
youth,™ a time of scientific curiosity, political inventiveness, and
pride of craftsmanship far beyond anything achieved in her
neurotic old age.

2. Greece and Rome

Africa, Thomuas W., Rome of the Caesars (New York:
John Wiley, 1965. Paperback, $3.95). Africa constructs 2 wry,
unsentimental picture of imperial Rome in the first two centuries
of the Christian era. His approach is biographical. After an intro-
ductory chapter on the city itself, he sketches the lives of eleven
men who figured, each in his own very different way. in the po-
litical and intellectual history of the early Empire. Ainong others,
we meet a court politician (Sejunus), a client prince (Herod
Agrippa), a Christian missionary (Paul), a Stoic philosopher
(Seneca), an Asian wizard (Apollonius of Tyana), and two
emperors (Hadrian and Marcus Aurelius). The author quotes
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liberally from the primary sources, believing that “the Roman
workl 15 best seen through Roman eyes,”

Wiglnmann, Rudolt, Primitive Christianity in {t: Contem-
porary Setting [19491(New York: Meridian paperback, $3.95).
The gremtest of (wenticth-century New Testamient scholars ex-
aings the historical background of carly Christianity and pro-
vides i pospel with an existentialist interpretation. Bultmann's
own theological position takes work to understand, despite the
chirity and forcetulness of his prose, but this book is chicfly
valwihle for it penetrating discussion of the intellectual and
spirigaal sources of Christian thought in the Hellenistic world.
Bultrsnn cxplores, in order, the impact of the Old Testament, of
Laer Judaism, of classical Greek culture, and of the philosophies
and religious cults of the Hellenistic age. Primitive Christianity,
he +, etedis, was lulio of tendeneies und contradictions .. . the
outeonie of syperetison™ At the same time it possessed a unity of
it~ ownl s o pew, unigque doctrine of human existence character-
iZeel by cradical openness for the future.”

[eissmann, Adolf, Paul: A Studv in Social and Religious
[lisrory [1901) (New York: Harper, 1957, Reprinted by
Gloueester, Muss.: Smith, $5.50). This is a passionate defense of
St. Paul aguinst the commen charge that he substituted for the
gospel uf Jusus u theology of redemption hopelessly contaminated
with pagan philosophy and supetstition. Deissmann traces Paul’s
life in its Jewish, Greek, and Roman setting, and cxpounds his
redigions woerld-view, *The Christ-centred Christianity of Paul,”
iry form in which alone the Master's

he voncludes, “is the necess:
revelation could be assimilated by mankind, and which alone
wis eapable of fashioning a perennial religion for the people.”
Ancther excellent German study of Paul's Hfe and thought is
Giimther Bornkamm, Paei (New York: Harper, 1971, $7.50).
Bornkumn makes good use of recent research on the problem of
the siuthorship of the letters ascribed to Paul in the New Testa-
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ment. He also supplies a nueh fuller account of Paul's career as
{missionary., ;

Gibbon, Edward, The Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire [1776-88] (3 vols., New York: Modern Library, 1932,
$4.95 vach; 3 vols, Pocket Books paperback, $2.95 the set).
Gibbon's classic history of the later Roman Empire and the Mid-
dle Ages to 1453 qualifies as perhaps the best known and most
influential historical work of the modero ern. Tt is marked by
scrupulous scholarship, literary artistry of the highest rank, and
the typical prejudices of the eighteenth-century Enlightenment.
Gibbon regarded Rome's fall as “the triumph of barbarism and
refigion.” the conguest of o benevolent, if despotic, state by dark
forees that he coufd not fully understand, much less approve. He
had little sympathy for the medicval aftermath of Reme in the
West or for the later Byzantine emipire in the East, but fortunately
most of the Decling and Fall i devoted to a detailed study of
the centurics that he found least distasteful, from the death of
Muarcus Aurelius in 180 a0, to that of Heraclius in 631, Although
his view of Christianjty as one of the chief causes of Rome's fall
took courage to hold in an age when any attack on the Christian
religion was still punishable by law, it has few supporters today.,
Nevertheless, this is a work of prodigious learning and cloquence;
2 antiquily who

no one should attempl to teach the history of laf
has not read i,

Hamilton, Edith, The Greek Way to Western Civilization
(New York: Norton. 1930, $6.95; paperback, $1.75). “Five
hundred years before Christ in a little town on the for western
border of the settled and civilized world,” writes Edith Hamilton,
“a strunge new power was at work, . . . Athens had entered upon
her brief and magnificent fowering of genius.” The Greek Way
is a lyrical study of art, literature, and religion in fifth-century
Athens, The greatness of Athenian culture, according to Hamil-
ton, derived from its achievement of an uncanny balance between
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the demands of mind and spirit, the generalizing tendencies of
mind and the individualizing tendencies of spirit, a balance un-
known elsewhere in the ancient world and rarely struck hy West-
ern man in mwedieval or modern times. This is a deservedly popu-
lur book, enr:ched with many delightful excerpts from Greek
literature, but . suffers from the author's inability to crupathize
with any ancicnt culture except the classical Greek. The results
are at best ingenuous, at worst sentimental and even a little dis-
honest.

Kitto. H. D. F,, The Grecks (Chicago: Aldine, 1951.
$7.50; Penguin paperback, §1.25) . Kitto is a professor of Greek
literature who loves his subject, and the sncient Greeks them-
selves. with a quiet passion. His twelve chapters are a happy
blend of history, geography, political science, literary eriticism,
and history of philosophy and religion, treating most of the sig-
nificant aspects of preclassical and classical Greek life with humor
and good sense. But do not be deceived by Kitto's informal style.
Although his manner is casual, his revercnce for the Greek way
of life runs deep, and attimes he overstates his case. The ancient
Greeks, he writes on his first page, discovered “a totally new con-
ception” of the meaning of life and “showed for the first time
what the human mind was for.” The author also shares Aristotle’s

Judg aene o f the superiority of the polis to all other state-forms

in the ancient world. Two other exceptionally good survevs of
Greek civilization by British scholars are C. M. Bowra, The
Greek Experience [1957] (New York : Praeger. $10.00; Meator
paperback, $1.25), and M. I, Finley, The Ancient Greeks: An
Introduction to Their Life and Thought (New York : Viking,
1963. $5.00; Compass paperback , $1.45).

MuacMullen, Ramsay, Constantine (New York: Dial,
196Y. 57.95; Torchbooks paperback, $2.95). The best of sev-
cral recent biographies of the first Christian emperor. MacMullen
writes in a clear, simple style that goes straight to the point, not
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unlike the emperor he portrays, He argues thyt Constantine was
in early and ardent convert to Christianity who had little inter-
est dn its theology and less inits moral implications, but who per—
wived at once its practical value. “He aimed gt the prosperity of
his reign and realm through ensuring to God acceptable worships
ind by prosperity he evidently had in mind quite material well-
being: an end to civil war, security along the borders, plentiful
rops for a plentiful population—in short, peace and its products.”

Payne, Robert, Ancient Rome [1956] (New York:
American Heritage, 1970. $6.95 ; paperback, $2.95). Origipally
published as The Horizon Book of Ancient Ropne, this is a color-
ful Zreatment of Rome by an old master of popular history, with
the help of many plates, lively prose, a large stock of anecdotess
and a genius for condensation, Payne offers a parrative history of
Rornan civilization in the classical age that is easy on bath eye
and mind.

Rostovizeff, M. L., Greece [1924] (New York: Oxford
Up., 1963. $10.00; paperback, $2.75). Reme (1924} (New
York: Oxford U.P., 1960. $10.00; paperback, $2.50). Hailed
25 ““the only fundamental ceinterpretation”™ of the collapse of
ancient civilization since Gibbon, the work of the émigré Rus-
sian historian M. 1. Rostovtzeff is here presented in an abridged
edition of one of his best lcnown books, A History of the Ancient
World (first published in English in two volumes in 1926-27).
Rostovezefl's forte was social and economic higtory, but in these
~oliemes he offers what is basically a political parrative. He con-
clud es that the decline and fall of both Greece and Rome cap be
etplained by the aristocratic nature of ancient civi'iZation, which
alicnated the masses and led finally to militar dictatorship by
rough-hewn soldier-demagogues who pul\fcériaﬂ the ruling eljtcs
cf the old aristocratic order and helped to destroy its culture
through their sheer inability to understand it. Rostovtzeffs think-
ing was powerfully influenced by the fate of his own native Rus-
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sia, where the transition from aristocratic decadence to demo-
cratic despotism had occurred in less thana decade.

Syme, Ronald. The Roman Revolution (New York:
Oxford U .p., 193Y. $15.25; paperback, $5.75). Few books in
the field of ancient history have excited so much critical acclaim
as Sir Rongld Syme’s The Roman Revolution. Through a careful
study of the factional struggles within the ruling class of the
Roman Republic in the first century p.c., he shows that the estab-
lishment of the principate unde; Augustus was not the triumph
of an ideology but the usurpation of power by a cold-hearted fac-
tional boss, who broke the ascendancy of the Roman nobility and
brought political stability to the empire through fraud and bload-
shed.

Syme’s Rome has no heroes, republican or imperial. Yet
on balince he secms to prefer the dictator Augustus to the rapaci-
ous oligarchs of the late Republic, With all his faults, Augustus
did more than scize power; he created a whole new form of gov-
ernment for Rome, Italy, and the empire, a system “firm, well-
articulated and flexible , . . neither exclusive nor immobile,” that
survived it founder by many centuries. B ut whatever one may
think of Syme’s assessment of Augustus, his greatest achievement
as ascholgr Is his collective biography of the Roman atistocracy.
based on o detailed exploration of family history.

Tarn, W. W., Hellenistic Civilization [1927] (3rd cd.,
New York: St. Martin's, 1952, 38.50; Meridian paperback,
£3.45), Alexander the Great [19438] (Boston: Beaconpaperbuck,
$2.45). The “Hellenistic™ age is the period between the career of
Alexander the Great and the final cmergence of Rome as the po-
litical und, in sorme respects, cultural center of Mediterrancan
antiquity, puring these three centuries the Greeks first conquered
the Western world anel then lost their own independence; at the
same time, they “Hellenized” most of the pe oples with whom they
came in contact, including the Egyptians and the Romans. Greek
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culture, with certain inevitable modifications, became Western
culture. The emphasis properly falls, in Tarn's Hellenistic Civil-
izatior, noton the rather dreary and inconclusive political history
of the period, but on the diffusion of Greek culture, on trade and
exploration, literature and learning, science and art, philosophy
and religion,

Alexander the Greatis Tarn's biography of the Macedon-
ian emperor, a delightfully concise and provocative account of
his life which concludes with the controversial thesis that Alex-
ander is not only the historical prototype of the imperial warlord
but a creative and visionary thinker who dreamed of world
brotherhood and world peace. “He was one of the supreme fer-
tilizing forces of history.”

Watson, G. R., The Roman Seldier (Ithacs, N.Y.: Cornell
UP, 1969.57.50). Noone had more to do with the Pax Romara
than the Roman soldier. In this short, readable, and fully docu-
mented monograph, the author follows a typical recruit through
his career, from enlistmentto retirerment, and assesses “‘the impact
of the serving soldier and veteran upon the society in which he
found himself.” Welearn how soldiers were recruited and trained,
their opperiu nitics for promotion, conditions of service, and re-
ligious and marital life. Since this is social and institutional, rather
than military, history, Watson does not discuss warfare as such,
He finds that most Roman G.I.’s were “content with their lot.
The direction of social mobility for the soldier was normually
upware,”

Zimmern, Alfred, The Greck Commonwealth: Poldics
ard Economics in Fifth-Centary Atliens [1911] (5th ed., New
York: Oxford U. P., 1931. Paperback, $2.75). Occasionally a
work of scholarship remains the Ieading authority in its field
through several gencrations. There is slill no better general study
of the politics and cconomic life of Athens in its golden age than
this book, now more than sixty years old, by the English political
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scientist Sir Alfred Zilnmern. His approach is topical, rather than
chronological, but within each topic he also indicates the course
of historical development, with generous attention to the pre-
classical beginnings of Athenian life. Four chapters discuss the
geographical background, eight arc devoted to politics and gov-
ernment, seventeen to cconomics, and a final chapter treats the
Peloponnesian War, which brought the fifth century and, with i,
much of the greatness of Athens to a tragic end.
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With the possible exception of Israel, mome of the societies of
the ancient West exists today, or has existed for hundreds of
years. Christianity, Islam, and modern secularism long ago ab-
sorbed and transformed them all, It is quite otherwise with the
classical civilizations of east and middle Asia, which did not even
begin to disintegrate until the nineteenth century. In some coun-
tries they are still far from extinct, despite headlong change in
recent decades. Unlike the Egypt of the Pharaohs or the Rome of
the Caesars, such great societies as Hindu India and Confucian
China did not fall during the ancient or medicval periods in West-
ern history. They have “fallen,” if at all, only under extreme
pressures emanating {rom the Western world in our own century.

It therefore makes sense Lo explore traditional Asian
history in a single chapter that ranges frem the prehistoric poriod
all the way to 1945, | have sutdivided the chapler into three parts
—“East Asia,” “South and C.nreal Asia."and “The Islamic Mid-
dle East.” “East Asia” is definerd s Thina, Jopan, snd Korea
“South and Central Asia™ embryces the Indian subcontinent,
Southeast Asia from Burma to the Philij pizie=, and Central Asia
from Turkistan to Mongolia. In the former, the parent civil.zation
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was China: in most of the latter, India. Japan, Korea, and Central
and Southeast Asia did not develop civilized societies until the
early centuries of the Christian era, and then only under direct
Chinese or Indian influence.

The Tslamic Middle East stands in a class by itsclf. From a
contemporary perspective, the Islamic world, which stretches
from Morocco to Indonesia, is only another example of a tradi-
tional and chiefly Asian culture now rapidly changing in the face
of the Western challenge. But from the point of view of the West-
ern peoples until recent times, Islam was a second-generation civ-
ilization, rooted in Judeo-Christian and classical values, and the
chicf rival of medicval and early modern Christendom in the
struggle to inherit the Roman empire. In one sense, therefore, the
Islamic Middle East belongs in our next chapter, on medieval
and early modern Europe. Or perhaps it should have a chapter
of its own.

But cach of the three major cultvres included in the pres-
ent chapter is a human universe with its own life-style, mental
climate, distinctive institutions, and unique pattern of historical
evolution. Each has interacted vigorously with the others, and
each has met its mo~t dangerous challenge in the last two cen-
turies, with the rise to vorld power of modern secularized West-
crn civilization. The acid test of any course in world history s its
suceess or failure in coping with these alien universes, so unlike
our own, and yet so incredibly rich in fundamental human ex-
perience at all Tevels.

1. East Asia

Benedict, Ruth, The Chrysanthemum and the Sword:
Puatterns of Japurese Culture (Boston: Houghton, 1946, $6.95;
Meridian paperback, $3.45). During the sccond World War,
the anthropologist Ruth Benedict made a carcful study of Japa-
nese culturc for the American government, She could not visit the
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country she was studying, and was in no sense a Japanese expert,
but she received much help in her work from interviews with
construct a perceptive working model of manners and mores in
traditiona! Japan, She discovered a minutely stratified society
with a rigorous code of bechavior that kept life at “high tension.™
s one might expect of an anthropologist, her chapters are ana-
iyrical rather than historical, with titles such as “Taking One's
Proper Station,” “Clearing One’s Name,” and “Self-Discipline.”

Cottrell. Leonard, The Tiger of Ch’in: The Dramatic
Emergence of China as a Nation (New York: Holt, 1962,
$5.00). Better known for his books on Egyptology, Leonard
Cottrell turns his attention here to the carly history of China, with
emphasis on the men most responsible for the cultural and po-
litical unification of the Chinese people: Confucius, Shih Huang-
ti (the “Tiger of Ch'in”), and Liu Pang (founder of the Han
Dynasty). The prose is vigorous, the scholarship adequate, al-
though thisis not a book for specialists.

Creel, H. G., The Birth of China: A Studyv of the Forma-
tive Period of Chinese Civilization [1937] (New York: Ungar.
$9.75; paperback, $2.75). One of the major archeological dis-
coverics of this century occurred in the district of Anvang in
the ruins of the capital city of China's first historic culture, the
Shang. This Bronze Age culture flourished in the second half of
the sccond millennium s.c. before giving way to the so-called
Chcu Dynasty, which in turn survived until the third century B.c.,
when all of China was unified by the royal house of Cli'in. Creel's
coveries at Anyang, together with a survey of what is known of
Shang culture and the China o: the early Chou period. He based
his work exclusively on Chinese sources.

Creel, H. G., Contucius: The Man and the Myth (New

76



68 » ROOKS IN WORLD HISTORY

York: John Day, 1949. As Confucius and the Chinese Way,
Torchbooks paperback, $2.75). Beyond dispute, Confucius (in
perhaps even in world history, since no other philosopher or re-
ligious teacher has exerted so profound an influence on the whole
structure of his civilization. In this critical reinterpretation of
Confucius, H. G. Creel attempts to show that the Master’s teach-
ings were deliberately perverted by apologists for imperial au-
tocracy long after his death. The real Confucius was neither a
propagandist for absolute monarchy nor a defender of the feudal
status quo but a “forerunner of democracy,” a liberal humanist
who “advocated and helped to bring about such sweeping social
and political reforms that he must be counted among the great
revolutionaries.” Creel argues that his thought also played an
important part in the Western Enlightenment and in shaping the
republic founded by Sun Yat-sen. For an excellent nontechnical
survey of the history of Chinese philosophy that includes several
chapters on Confucius and Confucianism, see the same author’s
Chinese Thought from Confucius to Mao Tse-tung [1953] (New
York: Mentor paperback, $0.95).

Gernet, Jacquzs, Daily Lifz in China in the Thirteenth
Century [1959] (New York: Macmillan, 1962, $4.95. As Daily
Life in China on the Eve of the Mongol Invasion, 1250-1276,
Stanford U. P. paperback, 52.95). The largest and richest city in
the world in the middle of the thirteenth century was probably
Hangchow, now one of southern China’s smaller urban centers,
but at that time the thriving capital of the Sung Dynasty with a
docunients of the period, and on the memoirs of Murco Polo,
who knew the city well, Gernet recreates everyday life in the
Sung capital in the generation before it fell to the Mongols in
1276. We see the city, its people, their clothing and cuisine, their
lives from birth to death, their religious observances, and their
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amusements, arts, and literature.- Broader in scope and also at-
tractively written is Michael Loewe, Everyday Life in Early
Imperial China During the Han Period 202 B.C.-A.D, 220
(New York: Putnam, 1968, $5.00; Perennial paperback, $1.25),

Goodrich, L. Carrington, A Short History of the Chi-
nese People [1943] (New York: Torchbooks paperback, $1.75).
For many years this has been the best brief account of Chinese
history, by a distinguished China specialist at Columbia Univer-
sity. Well under 300 pages in length, it nevertheless manages to
cover the whole span of Chinese history from Neolithic times and
contains many bits of unusual information that throw new light
on the topics treated. For longer but often less insightful text-
books of Chinese history, see K. 5. Latourette’s The Chinese:
Their History and Culture [1934] (4th ed., New York: Macmil-
lan, 1964.512.50) and Dun J. Li, The Ageless Chinese [1965]
(2nd ed., New York: Scribner, 1972. $15.00; paperback, $5.95).

Grousset, René, The Rise and Splendour of the Chinese
Empire [1943] (Berkeley: U. of California Press, 1953. Paper-
back. $2.45). This is a colorful, absorbing, narrative history of
China centercd on government and court life in the carlier im-
perial dynasties, from the Ch'in to the collapse of Mongol rule
economic problems. He resorts frequeritly to anilogies with West-
ern history. Shih Huang-ti, for example, was the “Chinese
Caesar,” who set up a “Pax Sinica™ in East Acia. There is no
documentation. little analysis, few striking hypotheses, but The
Rise and Splendour of the Chinese Empire makes good bedtime

reading.
Hall, John Whitney, Japan from Prehistory to Modern
Times (New York: Delacorte, 1970, $9.95; Dell paperback,

$£2.95). Although Japan did not give rise to a classic civilization
of her own, writes John Whitney Hall, ““It has been the particular
destiny of the Japanesc that they have lived within two contrast-
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ing great traditions (Chinese and Western), and it has been
through their genius that, while accommeodating to both, they
have achieved some stature and distinction in each.” Japan has
undergone Sinicization and Westernization without losing her
identity or her capacity for self-determination. Thanks to her geo-
graphical position, the pattern of Japanese history has been pre-
dominantly linear rather than cyclical: a pattern of steady cumu-
lative growth, undisturbed by foreign aggression despite the
powerful influence of foreign cultures, Most of Hall’s book
deals with the earlier periods in the Japanese experience. Another
recent one-volume history of Japan is Mikiso Hane, Yapan: 4
Historical Survey (New York: Scribner, 1972, $15.00° prner-
back, $6.95).

Hart, Henry H., Marco Polo, Venetian Adventurer
[1942] (Norman, Okla.; U, of Oklahoma Press, 1907, $6.95).
Marco Polo spent most of the last quarter of the thirteenth cen-
tury in the service of the greatest ruler of his era, Kublai Khan,
emperor of the Mongols and founder of the Yiian Dynasty in
China. Hart’s biography makes an invaluable companion volume
to Polo’s memoirs, although only part of it concerns his hero’s
travels and work in China. Other chapters discuss Polo’s boy-
hood and his life in Ttaly after he returned to Europe in 1295. To
this intrepid—but also charming and industrious~Venatian, West-
erners have long owed their most intimate glimpse of life in im-
perial China.

Lattimore, Owen, Inner Asian Frontiers of China (New
York: American Geographical Society, 1940). Laltimore ad-
dresses himself to one of the most important themes in Chinese
history: the interaction of agricultural China with the peoples of
the steppe and the forest on her frontiers. He suggests that on
both sides politizal and economic life followed a four-stage cycli-
cal pattern. The Chinese had their dynastic cycles, the nomads
their tribal cycles. From the inner Asian “reservoir,” barbarian
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invaders often broke into the empire, but no permanent integra-
tion of a society based on intensive agriculture ccu'd occur with
a fundamentally pastoral society. At the end of each cycle, both
sides returned to their original way of life, and the cycles started
over again.

Michacl, Franz, The Taiping Rebellion: History (Seattle:
U. of Washington Press, 1966. $8.50; paperback, $3.95). By
any standard of measurement, the Taiping “rebellion” of 1850-
64 was one of the most extraordinary and fateful civil wars in
world history. Sixteen provinces of China were involved. Six
Taipings, a fanatic and puritanical religious sect that blended
Chinese and Christian ideas in equal proportion, nearly over-
threw the Ch'ing Dynasty; it is as if the American Civil War had
been fought bhctween the Union and Joseph Smith's Mormon
Saints, Michael sees the Taiping movement as a precursor of
modern totalitarianism, although he can find no direct historical
connection between it and the later revolutions in Chinese his-
tory. The rebellion “signalled the beginning of the end of Con-
fucian China.”

Reischauer, Edwin O., John K. Fairbank, and Albert M.
Craig, A History of East Asian Civilization (2 vols., Boston:
Houghton. 1960-64. $12.50 and $13.50). An eminent team of
Harvard scholars has written this well received two-volume text-
book of the history of China, Japan, and Korea. It is a beautifully
produced sct. with more than 150 photographic plates and 1,700
pages of text and maps. The first velume, subtitled The Great
Tradition, surveys East Asia to “the eve of modernization™:
China and Korea to the carly ninetcenth century, Japan to the
end of the Tokugawa period in 1867. In the second volume, The
Maodern Transformation, the authors carry their narrative down
to the 1960’s, with additional chapters on the *peripheral areas”
of Southeast Asia, the East Indics, and the Philippines. The set
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is not marked by boldness of conception or unusual felicity of
"=, but ft supplies a sound, lucid, well-balanced exposition of
- . Asion history. Both volumes are based on a lecture course
mwugurated by the senior authors, Reischauer and Fairbank, in
1939,

Reischauer, Edwin O., Japan: The Story of a Nation
[1947] (dth ed., New York: Knopf, 1970. $6.95; paperback,
$4.95). Reischauer’s new book is a rewritten version of his Japan,
Pastand Fresent, first published in 1947, Earlier periods are cov-
ered briefly, but the emphasis falis on the twentieth-century his-
tory of Japan, Reischauer is obviously quite sympathetic both to
the Japanese people and to the policies followed by the United
States in Japan during the Truman-MacArthur years. He predicts
that Japan may become the world's most important country be-
fore the end of this century, an industrial superpower and the me-
diator between East and West in world affairs. See also, by the
same author, The United States and Japan [1950] (3rd ed.,
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard U. P., 1965. $8.00; Compass paper-
back, §2.25), especially Parts IT and [I1,

Sansom, Sir George B., A History of Japan (3 vols., Stan-
ford: Stawford U, P., 1958-63. $10.00, $10.00, and $8.50; pa-
perback, $4.95, $4.95, and $3.45). A British diplomat from
1904 to 1947, Sir George Sansom spent most of his career in
Japan, where he acquired not only a mastery of the diplomatist’s
skills bt also became the English-speaking world's leading
scholar of premodern Japanese history. The three volumes and
1,200 pages of his History of Japan were written after he retired
from the diplomatic servie- *nd accepted a professorship at Co-
lumbia University, As ¢ »oth of the historian’s literary
art and of professicr . .+ e Lip based firmly on primary
sourees, they are vneyuizd 1n the whole field of East Asian
studies. The first voluie follows Tapanese history to 1334, the
second to 1613, and the third to 1867, the end of the Tokugawa
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shogunate. This is now the standard authority on traditionai
Japan in Western languages. For a less detailed acceunt by the
same author, originally published before the wat, see Japan:
A Short Cultural History [1931] (rev. ed., New York: Appleton,
1962. $8.95).
- Sharman, Lyon, Sun Yat-sen: His Life and lis Meaning,
A Critical Biography [1934] (Stanford:, Stanford U. P., 1968.

$8.75; paperbacj, $2.95). The Chinese contemporary and coun-~
terpart of Gandhi, Sun Yat-sen was elevated after his death in
1925 into what Sharman calls a “lacquered image,” a national
divinity, very much like Mao Tse-tung today (except that China’s
current idol is alive). She teok as her task in this pioncering bio-
graphical study the rediscovery of the historical figure who was
already disappearing from view under layers of hastily contrived
political mythology in the Nationalist China of the {930%s. Her
study of Dr. Sun is affectionate, but severely honest. Since she
could not read Chinese, it is based entirely on sources in Western
languages. She concludes that her subject was not a truly great
leader but typified the somewhat superficial impact of Western
ideas on late imperial China, an impact “characterized by over-
confidence and under-thinking.”

Tan, Chester C., The Boxer Catastrophe [1955] (New
York: Octagon. $8.50; Norton paperback, $2.25). A Chinese
scholar tells the compiex story of the rebellion against foreign
influence waged by the “Poxers” in 1899-1900, which was
crushed in the end by a fantastic polyglot army drawn from eight
different countries, including the United States. Tan traces the
Boxers to their origins in secret societies. For younger readers,
there is Burt Hirschfeld's Fifty-Five Days of Terror: The Story
of the Boxer Rebellion (New York: Messner, 1964, $3.95).

Wright, Arthur F., Buddhism in Chinese History (Stan-
ford: Stanford U, P., 1959. $4,75; paperback, $1.95), The role
of Buddhism in Chinese history is sometimes compared to that of
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period of greatest influence and power. hetween the fourin and
cighth centuries, w its evented assimiliion into the mainstream
of Chine-c culture, much weakerd asan independent foree, IHe
shows that Chin may Juw o one more Lo Buddhizm than
Buddhisg did to Chinn: it o © ¢ have gained @ toothold at
A i e shien pround of Confuc o China had the Chinese not
experic. sl tmporary disidusionment with their traditional wiy

i et o the et 1, e e '».,r,~<;in—c‘:1[|h,irnl

collapse of the civilizate o of the Han -oonasty in the third cen-
tury . Pucldhisne i1 Chinese History o clear and penetrating

study of . niajor theme in the histors o diaa by a distinguished

scholar,

I Sop and Contral Asia
Alichin, Bridget and Raymond, The ssirth of Indian Civ-
slization: India and Pakistan Before 500 8.c. (Bultimere: Pen-

suin, 1968, Paperbuck, § 753, Two British areheolog 2. sur-
vey the current state of knowledge about the prehistoric cultures
on the Indian subcontinent, frem the Early Stone Age to the
Aryan invasions and the “buginnings of history.” The first seven
chapters review the sequence of cultures in more or less ¢iiron-
ological order; the last four study patterns »f settlement, cco-
nomic life, erafts. are, and religion iv the whole region through-
out the prehistoric period. Refatively little space is devoted to

the most spectacular archeoloseal “find™ on the subcontinent,

oo
-
e
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e Indus cvwvilization of the thid and eeond millennie re | bt
5o much bieae research ie been done recently inother areds
that the bricfness of the Allching treatment of this reinark-<hi
cultire s no doubt justiied. This - o sound, workpnnlike vel-
e, fited oot with many exectho o phates and drawin .
Baslici, AL L, Fhe YWonder Fhint B
vev of the Culture of the Indian Suh-Continent Before the Com-
iz af the Meodins [ 195:4] (3rd ed., New York: Tuplinger, 1968,
13500 Feergreen paperback, 549500 1 vou wish to read only

as Indesr 0 Sur-

one hook an ancient Indin, this s no doubt the one to seleet,
Despite the somewhat bumptious title, it is i rich, sophisticated,
humane, and prefoecly illusteated general aceount of ancient In-
dian Tife by oo University of London scholar who knows his sub-

ject well Nearly 000 pages long, it has two “historical™ and six

topical™ chapters, examining in depth ancient ndian pohitics,
scivly, evervday ifes religion, the ort and imguage aad i
crature. An cpilione saims up Cthe Heritage of Indi™ Basham
marees tooshow orespe ool sympathy Tor taditional Tndian
culture without descendie e ontineentality,
Grousset, Reng, The se of the “eppes:t A History of
Central Asie [T939] (New I —wick, N iatgers L3 1970,

L1750, For more than o thooecd vears, the winrtor nonids of

inser Asia periodically conguered the great civilizations on their
borders. Many of the central fioeoy are familiar names-© ey,
CGenehis and Kublai Khan, Tamerbane. The Empii e

Steppes, by the French orientalist Ren¢ Grrousset, enabic, us to
understand the social and military dynamics of this important
period in Asfan history. Grousset uttributes the victories of the
nomad to the harshness of his land and the superiority of his
mounted archer f the stenpe reigned over Eurasia for thirteen
15 creation of the sodl

centurics because he wis the spontiang
itself: the offspring of hunger and want.” Only the development

-
¥
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of wrtillery in the sixteenth century gave his intended victins
enough superiority i tire-power to defeat him, ‘i lLarge, heiu-
fully written, and carefully rescarched  volume s one of
Grrousset’s finest accomplishments. A handsome sequel Ix his
biopraphy of Genghis Khan, Conqueror of the World [1944)
(Compass paperback, $2.15),

TRl D, G LA History of South-East Asia [1955 . rd
vl New York: St Martin's, 1968, $13 30: paperback, $6.95,.
“Southeast Asia™ 1 o term that originated during the second
World War and has now heconie so familiar that we may wonder

how we ever managed without it, This now standarnd textivook by
D, GUEL Hall of the aiversity of London defines Southeast Asin
as Burma, Thailand, Tndoching, Malaya, and the East Indian
archipelago. Perhaps unwisely, Hall omits the Philippines. Until
the coming of the Europeans, the mijor cultural influence
throughout the region (exeent in Vietnam : oy Indinn, an in-
flucnce that Hall finds comparable to the Gree' influcnce in
wastern Burope, all the more since the Indiang played no politi-
cal role in Southeast Asia, just as the Greeks never conquered
Europe. At the sume time, the countrics of Southcast Asi Hare
not-mere cultural appendages of India or China but have their
own stro..cy-marked individualite

Fiumphreys, Christmas,  :ddhism (Baltimore: Pen-
guin, 1951, Paperback, $1.65). Christmas Humphreys is a
British luwyer and judge who founded the Buddhist Society of
London in 1924 and has written several books expounding Bud-
dhist thought to Western readers. A lay Bnddhist, who takes
what might be called an ccumenical approach to the various “de-
nominations” of Buddhism, Humphreys sees value in all of them.

Tor - they constitute “the most comprehensive and pro-

fes « I of spiritual achicvement kn to history,” a

aistic faith whose purpose “is tain Enlighten-

me: aeself and ;1{}/ creation.” Afie wiraphy of the
f‘/f
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Buddha and an gecount of the carly prowth and diffusion of the
Buddhiat Taith, the amthor supplics chapters on Theravada, Mo
navan, Zen, and iketaoy Buddhism, Although he is not o pro-
focsionad 0 b knows no Orental fgaages, he has been
in close omtact with feading Buddhist thinkers thronghout the
workd Tor many years, and his Budediiive s vatuable inttodae-
ton o 2 history and doetrines of a great world religion.
Hatton, ), L, Caste in Dadia: 71ty Nature, Funstions, and
Oriping [1947] (dth ed,, MNew York: Oxford U, P, 1963 5275
A distinguished Cantbridye anthropologist attumpts to explain
what 1s prohably the most difticult institution in trciuonal Indian
socw b for Westeriers to understand, much fess aceept. Hutton
seee e Indian caste system as peculior o the subeontinent, af-
thouyh he recopnizes that somewhat anadogous fostitutions have

existed elsewhere, as, for example, in ancient fpypt, in Burma

coael i Fapans After aodeiailed sty b the strueture, sanetiomn:,
and functions of caste. he advanees o multi-caasal thenry 1o
cxplatn it historical o He lays specinl emphasis on the
seographical position of Tadin, o vast cul-de-sae that has
“trapped”™ many different peoples at many  different levels of
sociveconomic  development, requiring the claboration of an
cxceptionnlly complex socinl <tructure. Alse sionicant, 1 his
view, is the indigenous pre-Hindu culture of Southeast Asia, and

in particular its web of “heliefs in snena, taboo and sagic,” on

which mimy later social distinctions may have been based.
Muoffat, Abbot Low, Mongkut, the King of Siam (Ith-
aca, N.Y.. Cornell U.P., 1961, $7.50; paperback. $1.95). No
Asiun monarch in history is so well known to Americans ax
Mongkut, whu ruled Siam (Thajland) from 1851 to 1868, in
books, plays, films. -+ now television, Mongkut has been rep-
reserted as “half devi, half child,” a semibarbarous despot with
a curious weidkness for Western science who dramatizes the
problems faced by traditicnal Asia in her modern cor.rontation
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Wit Wosterns enlture. Unfortanately, the famows account of
Monghot siven by hiv children™s British poverness, Anns | eon
owens, o which all the wsiape productions are b s o
thorongehily anrelinble brew of reminiscenees, sonsip, and stories
abonst ot Asiinn rulers falsel attributed (o Muongkut. RMis,
Leonowens wis more o novelist than o historian,

This modest biography by Abbot Tow MolTat trics 1o
|

Manehat cmerges s o de Lotolerani, conscientious, crlight-

1w Shelp ol the king own writings.

sl the record sty

cied monarehs For oseventeen vears he steered  his COUftry

through the conilicting pressures and territorial ambitions of

france and Foghnd and set the course that preserved the in-

dependenee of his country,”™ The anthor includes i appenidix o
CANna as Histogian,”

Nebruo Jawahawlal The  Discovery  of Indian (New

: 1

Sorh o Letae e fatey g pricted Ieo S Yol A Saciel

f L

S0 abrideed and edited by Robert 1. Crane, Carden City,
SO Deabledav, 1990 Anchoy paperback . %1953, Like
Climpses of Wedd History, veviewed in our first chapter, The
Daevery of India wis sritien while Nehro was o political pris-

cner of the Brivsh I this book, he ~upplies au interpretative

v the carfies! tinies 1o the sevond World W,

Foropy of I

IHBE

Coneeding that British rule in India had its benefits, he deplored
the wov i which British imperiadism hampered the political de-
selopment of the Indian people and deprived them of their just
share i maodern Indian prosperics He also attacked tne move-
ment saong Mosding Indions for o separate Pakistani <tare as n
return to Seudatism” B the words of an American reviewer.
The Diiseovery of Tl s most moving fove story of a soan's
affection for b mative Tind.”

nf  Mahatma

Povie, Robert The Life and a
Gandui Gvew YCorks Dution, 1969), Biographies of Candhi are
I

o but they are rarely the work of specialists in Indion his-

37
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tory. Pavoe is avirtuoso biographer with aogift for well rescarched
story tetline; his book one Ciandhi v piedictably strong in “haman
mterest,” weak oo stady of modern Tndian bistory, 10 bepins
with Gandb™ hirth in 164, closes with an aveount of the oxe
contion in 1949 of the Hindo faaties who plotted s assasiina-
tion, and remains mrowly foctised on its hero tiroughout ity
more than 700 pages, The prose iocolorful, and ol tinies pur-
plish, o eomie of the chiwer headigs sugpest: “An Bnclnnted
Childhood ™ = e Storm Breaks A Fast unto Death,” *The
Fire and the Furv.” Another interesting ook s ik 1L ik
son™ Gaadhi's Truth (New York: Norton, 1969, 510,00, puper-
back . %295y, which detects "o correspondence in method and o
comverenes in huntm vidoes between Frendinn pas Soanalysis
audd Chndhim milimt nonviolenee.

eSS TERTUR LSRN o Modery Hive oo pHo0 ] {rey,

clooAnn Arbor, Mochoe U of Michipan Press, 720 S10.00 5,

Although the author™ announced porpese in i ook 76010
portray the transfornation of fndir ander the inipaet of the West
it comodern nntion stane” hie offers anmternretative overvicsy
of the whole range of indian history from ancient dmes, 1l
artalvscs e o eetrating: B nareative sivle s britliants and he
Bas Tull conuenmd of his sources. On the difficult question of
whetaer British jule helped or hindered the growth of present-
day Indio, Spear wrgues persuasively dat the British influence
wirs, on the whole, o good thing, He adso notes the importaoge of
the Mughal period, which helped pave the wiy for moderniza-
ton under the Bntish Raj.

bor another recent history of Indi, see A Mistory of india
ool Baltimore: Pengnin, 1965 66, Paperback, $1.75 and

S1aE30. The first volimre, by Romila Thapar, survevs traditional

India and the sccond, by Spear. covers the period sinee the found-
ing of the Mughal Tompire in 1526,

Zimmer, Heinrich, Philosophies of India [1951] (Prince-

(ORY]
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ton: Princton UP. $1.2,50: paperback, $3.95), Many scholars
vonvert their Tectire notes info books. Zimmer's Philosophies of
India is based on notes Tor lectures defivered wt Columibia Uni-
versity that his colleapue Joseph Campletl arranged in the form
of i book after his antimely death in 19:4 5, This sometimes nuikes
for unsatisfactory resils, especially in the section on “the worldly
philosophies™ of politics, ethics, and sex, but Zimmer's unfinished
book far surpasses the average scholar's most polished produc-
ton, His foree is conpathetic understanding of the more esoteric
aspects of Indian thought: “specialized learning dirccted 1o the
attainment of o higher state of being.” Suchdearning, Zimmer
points out, is not academic. Tt aims not af objective knowledge
but at selt-transformation, and has always been considered a
sibl

seeret doctrine, requiring long vears of traming and e
crly o ow o sraordinaay individuats, The Indian philosopher
tv more dike a champion athlete than o scholir,

Fhe miracle of Zinmers book, and presumably of his
lectores at Columbia also. is that he manages o introduce Wist-
eriereaders to this esoterje teackiag in a delightfully personal,
casy-roing, almost conversationn| style fortified with many help-
ful 2ty from Indian literature, Reading Zimmer may not
convert you into an tndian philosopher, but jt cnables any reason-
ably intelligent Western mind to gain s clear view of the thrust
wd purpose of this decidedly non-"ostern mode of thought.
Readers of Philosophics of India niy also wish to tackie another
of Zimmer's book:., Myths and Symbols in Indian Art and Civil-
ization [19.1n] (Princeton: Princeton U.p, ¢7 50; paperback,
52,957y,

3o The Islamic Middle Fast

Fisher, Sydney N, The Middle East: 4 [istory [1959)
(2nd ed.. New York: Knopf, 1968, $10.500. w- chiefly for
the cullg‘uc'atudcm. this well constro.o .. provides a1

8y
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penernt survey of Middle Eastern history since Mohammed. s
four main parts diseuss the rise and spread of [skun, the Ottoman
Fmpire to 1815, European imperialism in the Middle East from
the French Revoluticn w 1914, and the contemporary Middle
Fast, with cmphasts on developments since 1945, The approach
15 more or less conventionally political, but within its Himits this
is an excellent treatment of Middle Eastern history. For a much
hricfer review of the same area during the same years, a good
hook to consult is George I Kirk, A Short History of the Middle
Fast [1948] (7th od., New York: Pracger, 1964, §7,50; paper-
back, $3.50).

Hitti, Philip K., The Arabs: A Short History [1943] (5th
ed.. New York: St Martin's, 1969, $5.95; Gateway paperback,
%0.95). Philip K. Hitti is a Syrian-American scholar who has per-

haps done more than any other single writes

in this country Lo

promote an understanding of the history of the peoples of the
Middle |

wark in sixoor seven hundred puges, and a shoner editon for

it Many of his boat. ~ e in two sizes: the e plete

the general reading public. Such is the case with his History of the
Arabs, originali - publishe<d in 1937, and now in ity tenth edition
{(New York: Stosea cin's, 1970, $12.50; paperbuck, $8.45), The

vround as the Targer volume i Jess than a quarter of its Tength,
Anyone with o special interest in the Avabs will want to consult
the unabridged book, but this shinrter work offers a cuavenient
survey of Arab historv, both polui o end socio-cultural. Hitti's
presentation is clear, unobtrusively sympathetic, and well or-
gamzed, But readers should be warned that he pives only very
briel attention to the Arab countries in the moedere wvorld: his
emiphasis falls heavily on what, from the Western point of view,
is the “moedieval™ period in Arab history, from the rise of Islam
to the European Renaissance.

hitti, Philip K., Makers of Arab History (New York: St.

91
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Martin's, 1968, 56.95; Torchhooks paperback, 5.
something fike o companion volume to Hiiec - History of ihe
Araby, fHere he exchanges the narative approacs for s bios
praphical, with sketches of the ife cnd times of & e onne e
figpures in muedicval Avab history, In the firs ro st
Hitt pivees as seven religious and political Tt o uaiemied s
hatled as “the ablest Araby i history . the cople vedintor of
religion, mation and  staie.” Others studied  includ. LSJITHN
“Tounder of the Moeslem empire™ and Saladin, “hero of th wrs
Crusades.”™ One nerne conspicuously among the mnfssing is rl.ow e
al-Rashid, wno fizwed inmany tales in the “Arabian Nigh's,” vt
Hitti does devote o chapter o his equally significant son, the

caliph al-Mamun, who made Baghdad “an intellectual capitrc of

the world.”™ In a second section reserved for leaders of Arub
thought, Hitti discusses such major Adab intellectuals as al-
Gihazzali, Avicenna, Averrocs, and Thn Khaldin,

Holt, P M., et all, eds,, The Cambridge History of Islum
{2 vobs., New York: Cambridge U, P, 1970 $19.50 cach). The
traditional interpenctration of faith and state in Isliumic countrics,
the Kinship felt by all members of the “house of Islam™ through-
out the world, and the historic world empires founded by Muslim

rulers make it possible to transcend geographical categories and
write a universal history of Tslamic life, The Cambridge History
of Lstam performs this difficult task in o work of collective scholar-
<hip by an international team of scholars in twe, volunics and
atmost 1.800 pages. Volume One feals with the “central Islamic
fands™ of the Near Fast in four lurge  _ctions, from Mohammed
to recent times. Volume Two surveys the history of the “further
s famie ands™ of the Indian subcontinent, Southeast Asiu, Africa,

and Furope, and also offers thirteen topical chapters on Islamic
socicty and civilization.

Kinross, Lard, Atatiitk: A Biography of Mustafa Kemal,
Fathier of Madern Turkey (New York: Morrow, 1965, $10.00).

91
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Each Novemboer 1O at 9205 aar, crervone inTurkey stops what-
ever he s doing to pay silent beonaes 1o the memory of Mustala
Kemal Artirk, who dicd on gt day in 1938 after fifteen years
as dirst president of the Turkislh republic. Kinross’s biography s
icolorfol popular aceount of Al He, based on extensive
rosearcl mothe primary sonrees, Dy three parts, of about equial
length, study his carcer during t st years of the Ottoman
cipire, m the war of independence, and as president of the re-
public, Kinross coneedes that Avo Gk was o dictator, but i dic-
tator who pursued 21 cral ends.™ He differed from the dictators
of his age in two significant respects: his foreign pnlicy wiis based
not on cxpiansion but on retraction of fronticrs: his home policy
on the foundation of a politica] svstem which could survive his
owr time.”

Fowis, Bermed, Fhe Sseabs o disioey | 1950] CGHlv ed
oo York: Thatshinsern 1966, §4.50; Torchbooks paperback,
Sacrags bewis o wrillon a bodliimt interpretative study of Arah
history from pre-Eslamice times, After an introduction that tackies
the difficult question of the meaning of the word “Arab,” he dis-
cusses Srabig before the coming of Islam, the career of Mao-
hammied, the establishment of the Arab world empire, the ap-
pearance of schisms in Islam, the Arab states in Europe, medicval
Islimie civifization, the decline of Arvab world power, and the
Western impact in modern Arab history. Throughout, Lewis
shows i keen awarenesy of the importance of sociocconomic fic-
tors in Middle stern history, The establishment of the Abbasid
caliphate in Daghdad, for example, is viewed not merely as a
change of dvnastics but as a revolution comparable to the French
or Russian revolutions in Furopean history, It marked the re-
placement of the old Arab warrior ariste¢racy with a new social
order based in Mesopotimia on o peace-tme cconomy of agri-
culture and commerce,

Lewis, Bernard, The Emergence of BModeray Yarkey

02
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(1o61] (2nd j NL‘\\J P Oxtord U, P 1968, paperback,
€395, This ;1 'hmlm\ -“LW of the = urkish Rgvul,uti"‘ﬁ” pro-
poses that o ﬂ LN R 112 Vothe cgaontis ally medieval Ottoman
Cmpire was tr, ﬂ ”””‘»‘l intt Ne mgdern, se¢ ular, patjonal Turk-
ish republie, (ﬂ! R I 4 Dot with the i‘mu“”]!“ evenls of
the 1920 h‘lt Hth ”‘\\ I teenth century- The Turkish Revolu-

ton, wites 1 J/' \\\ 1:1; \ poing on ror Nearly two centurjes,

1t began whc A serigg of fj"l‘*tl[‘ at the hands of once-despised
the < f :

Cremics !U!LMJ Ty ks, r the sgke OF supvival, to adopt

European wey g™ Lo Vj,r‘f [~““‘Ik.ln advisersand thus, how-
ever reluct: danqpy’ o Wit gl the new jdeas dod instiwtions that
underlic the e Stupee / In(l army.” The fiest part of Iewiys
hook reviewy 1! lh!uh Mﬁ “al sequence "the Stages of FIW"’
peniee,” 1o l&.)‘?", fn e 'nd part, “ASPECS of C “‘“wL e

1
H

dimcusses 'i"\u]\i" ”“u; h;"-r the iheory ait dpractice 7 vern-

ment. the inty! ttion R Moand gecylaris™. ana ‘cco-
nomic order (f Motepn qMkey. The EMCTRene L ern
Turkey is the i’?“l w“l}\ ' ;ﬂilhh} in Engnﬁh on - kish
history, but £, 4 cony .?flewrtcl. study 5¢¢ Rode,  + Javi-

son, Turkey (fn”“\\ sod Clils, N,J.; Prentice, 1968, $3.95;
speetrum piygy Lft ack, R IBUL] ),

Merrj " Ry J“?"Nn the Malttificent, 15201566
{1944] (New ;/\11}\ (U;]:)Li F36.00). rFor “Q*“ly half & century
(15201500, the Ml of the Ottymap EMPite wag the sultan
Suleiman 1, I\’im"” W we SATners g SuleiMan the Magnificent
and to Turky “, Sutlgj o the Lawgiver. It was Suleiman who
added Rhodg, Belpry | de. M most of Hungiry to Turkish rule,
luid unsucees, f"] sieg, : *»/‘Lnnq in 1529 conducted full-scale
mval war in f)o ML‘\“ AN ggainst e Byropean powers,
and terrificd #5008 gy, gFidom, At pom* he ruled with wis-
dom and mog, J ton, " 1“fﬂﬂl-ﬂd the arts. This biography by
the popular lv,_l; iwrd his ot M Roger Bigel®W Merriman is not a
classic, but it V/‘l\ Wity w! \ boyish enthusiasm and does justice

9:)
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at least to the military exploits of its subject, “The longer one
studies him,” Merrimar says of Suleiman, “the greater he seems
to be.” For Harold Lamb followers, there is also Tamb's
Suleiman the Alagnificent: Sulian of the East (Garden City,
N.Y.: Daubleday, 1951).

Payne, Robert, The Holy Sword: The Sty of Islam fraom
Maohanuned to the Preseat [1959) (New York: Collier paper-
bo ' 80.95Y, The versatile Robert Payne sweeps through the
wl v history of Islam, but his interest centers on the carlier pe-
rievt - He covers the last seven centuries in two chapters. “Todav

ly the husk of Tslam,” he writes, “shorn of its ancient
<evertheless, its one-time grandeur is beyond dispute,

s was best in Islam came, not from the sword, but
foone he o remplation of God's peace.” This is a well paced

o on siuchon w Islanie history.,

 Grunebaum, Gustave K., Medieval Islam: A Study
o sl Chrientation 19461 (2nd ed., Chicago: U, of Chicago
Press, 19530 £6.75; Phocnix paperback, $3.45). Von Grune-
baun is an imaginative specialist in Islamic studies with a pen-
chant for sweeping generalizations, Medieval Islan is an cssay in
intellectual history. It proposes (o outline the cultural orienta-
tion of the Muslim Middle Ages, with Easteon .+ 1 as the cen-
ter of attention, It attempts to churacterize the medieval Muslin's
view of himself and his peculiarly defined vniverse. the fundn-
mental intellectuzl and cmotional attitudes that governed his

works, and the mood in which he lived his life.”

Watt, W. Montgomery, with Fierre Cachia, A History of
Islamic Spain (Chicago: Aldine, 1965. $6.00). For nearly cight
centuries after the Moorish conquest in 711-16, Spain was better
known as al-Andalus, an Islamic country closely hnked to the
centers of medieval Islamie civilization in North Africa and the
~ oo East, In his history of Moorish Spain, Watt contends that
a wrlalus owed nothing to pre-conquest Vizigothic Spain, but



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

HO o BOOKS W WORID HISTORY

was 10 every sense i organie part of the Islamie world, making
great contributions to its art, literatare, and philosophy. The text
is enriched with magnificent photographs of Moorish architec-
ture (including the Alhambra in Ciranada) by Wim Swaan.
Watt, W, Montgomery, Mubammad: Prophet and States-
mare ( New York: Oxford UL P, 1961, $9.75; paperback, §1.85).
This ix an abridgement of Watt’s two-volume  biography of
Mohammed (Arabic scholars prefer “Muhammad™), originaily
pub.shed in 1953 and 1956: Mulammad at Mecca and Muham-
mad at Medina (New York: Oxford ULE, $9.50 and $8.00). The
ht intrs the person-

special value of Watt’s approach is not his insig
ality of Mohammed, where he has little new to offer, but his pro-
found understunding of the relationship between the social <on-
text in which Mohammed lived and the success of his prophetic
mission. The author shows tha Islam was precisely the kind of
religians Taith needed by the rising commercial towns of the
Arab world in the seventh century AD. Pagan Arab culture, with
its nomadic ethic of personal courage and tribal loyalty, had little
relevance Tor urban merchants. Mohammed's faith supplied an
ethic better suited o the needs of urban society and a wider
iy, to God and hus prophet, the bearer of God's word, Mo-
fimmed was also—in Watt's judgment—an inventive statesman
and social reformer, who translated his vision of rightecousness
e aonew political order that made possible the unification of
the Areh people for the first time in their history. Fer a more
intipate study of the Arab prophet, by a psychologist of religion,
contal Tor Andrae, Mohammed: The Man and His Faith [1930]
(7w s ok Harper. Torchbooks paperback, $1.95),
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Untl after the collapae of the Bomun cropire in the West o trow
European civilization did not exist. Although the ancient Greeks
and Romans had ariginated on the Furopean mainland, both
peoples established themselves on the Afro-Asian . s ofl as
Furopean shores ol the Mediterrancan. But as ity
yiclded to Islam in Africa and Asiu. new societics coo g o that
an civiliza-

g

belonged almost wholly to Europe: the Greek Christi
tion of her southeastern quarter und the Roman Christinn civil-

ization of her western half. Greek Orthodox Christendom even-

pushed northeastward to civilize Scuandinavia, Poland, and

Hungary.

From the beginning, taen, Europe consisted of two rival
Christiar: socicties. The present-day division of the continent into
“Comanunist™ and “bourgeoms™ camps continues in a new way
the old competition, Moscow has inherited the uroerial claims of
Conmstantinople. The countrics of the Common Market have

cded Roman Christendom,
Our task in this chupter
“medieval™ and “early modern™ European history. This is an -

is to review books in the ficld of

s B
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vsuadly ditticult undertaking, not only beeiuse an immense slice
af Ihstory s involved, but also beciwne Tinomore Enplish-lin-
e seholgrship o weadlable o Barope i onany other tickd
i world hiistory. Maost of the paportant baoks cannot cven be
e ntned: there die o Y.

But we shadl o what we e, Beviewes) here are works in
the hintory of the Middle Apes, the Renaissanee, the Reformi-
ten, angd the seventecnth and cighteenth eenturics to 1789, 4
peried of more than thivteen hundred yeirs during which Furope
soradily from o dusorganized mass of wandering tribes to a

-

contcancn of hugdoms colleetively more powerud fhan any

otbwr Civilized sociely in the world, Most of the titles will stress
the cvalistion of the major Western states, such as Traly, Spain,
Fronce, Bapland, and the Germanic stites of central Europe. but
we st also save same space for Orthodox Christendom, espe-
cilly the Byzantine Empire and Russin,

I have delibertely included the “medieval™ and “carly
modern™ periods in the same chapter because 1 see no sharp
Preak between thepn Dutope’s progress from the fall of Rome
to the fall of the ancien régirne in France followed an even course.
The Middle Ages were net--as we have long realized--a period of
stagnation, but of rapid recovery and prowth, The early modern
centuries, from the Talian Renaissance to Frederick the Great,
Were nat-as we ey heginning 1o see--it period of unprecedented
vigor but of organic continuity with trends established long be-
fore. Only after 1789 does the pace of change accelerate dras-
teally, catapulting il mankind nto the wodern world, Before
1789 traditional Christian Farope was the Litest exanple in a
Jong series of traditional civilizations, comparable in wealth,
power, and colture 1o many others in world history. It was 2
preat civilization, but not an authentically “modemn™ one—not
plobal, not industrial, not demoeratic. On the other hand, it was
perhaps the only traditional civilization capable of {athering the
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maodern world, One of ewar most bnportant responsibilitics as his-
torizns is to discover the seeds of modernity in the inner life of

traditional Lurope,

[. The dhiddle 4 gex

Adams, Heary, Ment-Saint-Michel and Chartees | [904]
(Boston: Houghton, $6.00; Seotv paperback, $2.65; Anchor
puperback, $1.95) . Alter sevenly years, this remains onc of the
most sensitive and beartiful books ever wiitten about the culture
af the High Middle Ages, by one of the founders of Amercan lis-
toriography :ind a grandson of John QOuincy Adams. Mont-Saint-
Michelis the island monastery on the coast of Normandy, Char-
tres the great cathedral vear Paris, both rebuilt in Gothic style
carly in the thirteenth century. But Adams did much mere than
write a tourist’s guide (o archilectural masterpicees: he sought to
Fay bare the medieval “soul.” Although sone professional medi-
evalists would not agree, his book furnishes a good introduction
to the study of the art anzd thought of medieval Western Christen-
dom.

Barraclough, GeofTrey, The Medieval Papacy (New
York: Harcourt, 1968, $5.95; paperback, $3.75). The central
institution in Weslern European medieval life was the Church,
which had firmly established itself long before the fall of Rore.
But the Roman papacy, as Geoffrey Barraclough writes, was “in
its most essential ways a creation of medieval Europe.™ Not until
the sixth century did the term *'pope’ come to be reserved foi he
bishops of Rome; not until the cighth did the bishops of Rome
sceure their independensce from Constantinople: not untl the
pontificate of Gregory VII (1073-85) did the papacy emerge as
an imperial power within the Church and in western Christendom
as a whole. This beautifully illustrated history of the papacy to
the middle of the fifteenth century is by a distinguished medieval-
ist who summarizes here the results of nearly forty years of study.
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Barraclough, Geoffrey, ‘Fhe Origins f Modern Germany
{1946} (2nd cd., New York: Barnes, 1948 $5.50; Capricotn
paperback, $2.053. As national state in modern times, Ger-
many goes back no further than 1871, During the Middle Ages

it existed in another, niels sveaber Tormy, ds the Holy Roman
Empire founded by Otto of Saxony in the tenth century. Barra-
cloughts book, written duripy the second world War when its
qulioT was on uetive cervice in the Royal Adr Foree, atiernpls to
trace the historical origing of “the German problem.”

He sces the basic songee of that problem in medieval and
carly modermn Germany's historic failure to build effective institu-
tions of national governrent that could give her people a tradi-
tion of unity, German history. he writes, “ig a story of discon-
tinuity. of development cut short, of incompleteness and retarda-
tion.” The villain in the picee was “princely pnrticulurism,” which
sabotaged the medieval German monarchy and continued to
frustrate German aspirations toward unity in carly modern times.
Ry stifling the development of the middle classes and accumu-
lating social and ceoromic privileges n the hands of the few, it
preveated the peacclul evolution of German tife into democratic
forms capable of expressing the will of the German people.”’

Billington, James H., The Icon and the Axe: An Inter-
pretive History of Russian Culture (New York: Knopf, 1966.
§15.00; Vintage paperback, 43 .45), The key word in the title of
this book is “ipterpretive.” Billington makes 10 claim “of offer-
ing an ¢ncyclopedic inventory of the Russian heritage.” Rather
he has written o highly personal interpretation of medieval and
modern Russian culture that secks “to locate and trace symbols
that have played a unique role for the Russian imagination.” The
icon and the axe. “traditionally hung together on the wall of the
peasant hut in the wooded Russian north.” serve as starting
points, suggesting both the visionary and the earthy aspects of
Russian culture. Billinglon nuy be faulted for his tack of atten-
tion to political and economic forees, . thisis a p@wcrful book.
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Bloch., Mare, Feudal Society [ 1939--40] (Chicago: U. of
Chicago Progs, 1061 412502 2 vols,, Phoenix paperback, $1.95
each). This is the list oook of the French medievalist Mare
Bloch, whose carcer = s cut short by the Gestapo in 1944 afier
he had jeined the French Kesstanee, Bioch was more of a socii
scientis1 than a historian, Le set out i this book to analyze the
structure of feudalism in erms of its responsiveness o conerete
Luman needs and interms of the whole environment of medieval
e, including the <limate of ideas in which the institations of
feudalisny fourished, Nis cight pares discuss the sigatficance of the
Last bawbarian invasions foe the origin. of feudalisim, the niater-
ial und intellectual background, tics of kinship and vassolage,
the manorial system, the classes of medieval socicty. feudalism
and political organizetion, and the place of European feudalism
in worid history. This is a long book, but its clear and vigorous
style makes 1t necessible to anvoae with a serious interest in
nedicval European life,

Cantor, Nopnan 7, Medieval History: The Lije and
Death of ¢ Civilizazgion [1963] ¢ 2nd ed.. Mew York: Macmillan,
1969, &1 1.50), Like many other scholars of the younger genera-
tion, Canrtor is well aware of the limitations of political history.
His interests “un more o social and intellectyal history, but he
has avoided the temptation te pursue them i isolation from the
led discussions of

rest of Tife, I thiy college texibook, detui
thought, religion, and culture are “fully integrated with the
analysis of politizal, cconomic. and social change in order to
attempt o genuine synthesis of the pattern of medieval civiliza-
tion.” Chronologically, Cantor’s emphasis falls oa the earlier
Middle Agas. Ten chapters explore the sources of medicvalism
in antiquity and the srowth of Europe to the beginning of the
eleventh contury; ten chapters deal with the High Middle Ages:
and two study the period of breakdown and dissolution after
1350,

Huizinga. Johan, The Waning of the Middle Ages [1919)
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(New York: St Martiu's, $6.50: Anchor paperback, $2.50.
The Black Death, economic depression. and cultyral decline
mark the fourteenth and carly fifteenth centurics in most of
porthern Europe. Frenchrucn, Germans, Lowlanders. and Ep-
plishimen found themselyes Hving =noa hewildering, unhappy age,
an age that seemed to reverse the progressive tendencies of earlier
linies. To peer into the mind and heart of this troubled period was
the project of the Dutch historian Johan Huizingd in The Waning
(| rhe Middle Ages, o pioneering essay in social psychology that
has wiclded a wide influence since it was first published more
than half o century ago. Huizinga’s sources were the works of art
and literature of the age, in the Netherlands and northern France.
Wherover he turned, whether to sy chronicle, 1 poem, a sermon,
a legal document even, the same impression of immense sadness
is produced. .. - A peneral feeling of impending calamity hangs
over all. Perpetual danger prevails everywhere.” Both in depth
of insight and in richness of style, few works inthe ficld of cultural
history bear comparison with The Waning of the Middle Ages.

Kelly, Amy, Eleanor of Aquitaine and the Four Kings
(Cambridge, Mass. Harvard U. P, 1950. $10.00; paperback,
$2.75). Every once in u while, a scholar writes a biography that
outshines almost any historical novel, both in readability and in
the power to bring a period vibrantly alive. Amy Kelly's Eleanor
of Aquitaine is one of these, a finely wrought study of the life
and times of a remarkable woman of the twelfth century. Qucen
first of Louis VII of France and then of Henry 11 of England,
she was also the mother of King Richard Lion-Heart and King
John. Through her inheritance of the duchy of Aquitaine (capital
city, Bordeaux), this important part of France belonged to the
English crown for four hundred years.

Ostrogorsky, George, History of the Byzantine State
[1940] (rev. ed., New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers U, P, 1969.
£15.00). For more than eleven hundred years, a “Roman” em-
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pire flourished sn As.a Minor and the southemstern gaarter of
Furope. fn the eyes of it cighty-cight emperors and enipresses,
it inherited the (Ll power and majesty of imperial Rome, But
¢ statgvvas in fac: oaly

throughout mest of its history the Byzana
an expundead version o1 ancient Greece, just as the “Hoely Roman
Empue™ in the Wost was anly aowedieval precursor of modern
Gernuny .,

Iy this star dard pohtical history of By aatium, George
Ostrogorsky follows its ups and downs from the founding of
Constantinople in the foarth contury A, to the fall of the city
to the Turksin 1453, He hails the emsire s “the instrument by
meuns of which Gracco-Roman antquity survived through the
ages,” und from whieh {during the Renaissance) it “passed on
to the peoples of western Europe who were now ready to receive
it.”

Painter, Sidney, Mediaeval Society (Tthacy, N.Y.: Cor-
nelt U, P, 1951, Paperback, $1.95). For the beginning student,
there is no better introduction to the everyday world of the High
Middle Ages than Painter's Mediaeval Society, Barely one hun-
dred pages in length, it views England, France, and western Ger-
many from the tenth to the thirteenth centuries in three essays
explaining the feudal system, the organization of agriculture, and
the development of towns and commerce. A short concluding
seCtion summarizes the changes that took place in medieval life
during the three centuries covered.

Pire nne, Henri, Economic and Social Histery of Medieval
Earope [1933] (New York: Hurcourt. MHarvest paperback,
$1.65). For many years professor of historv at the University
of Ghent in Belgium, Pirenne first made his mark as a historian
of his own country. But his reputation toclay rests chicfly on the
work of his last years, when he turned to far-reaching interpreta-

tive syntheses of the cconomic history of Europe during the
Middle Ages. Here he studies the revival of commerce in the carly

102



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

3 « pOOKS IN WORLI HISTORY

medieval period, the rise of the cities, and the progress of inter-
mtional rade to the fourteenth and fiftecnth centuries, He argues
that trade created cities, instead of the other way around, a view
that works much better for the Lowlands, which Pirenne knew
especially well, than for other parts of Lurope. Tnoany cvent,
Pirenne assigned the credit for making med‘eval Europe to her
merchants, the solid burghers of towns like his own Ghent. Only
two chapters are devoted to agriculture.

Pirenne, Henri, Mohammed and Charlemagne [1937]
(New York: Barnes. $5.00; paperbuck, $1.95). Just as there is
more than one “Einstein theory.” there is imore than one “Pirennc
thesis,” but when medievalists speak of the Pirenne thesis, they
arc usually referring to the argument of this book, which the great

Belgian scholar finished in 1935, the year of his death. Working

that the Roman world did not come to an end in the fifth century
with the seizure of the Western empire by Germanic barbarians.
Sacial and cconomic life continued much as before. Only in the

seventh and cighth centuries after the spread of Islam had de-
prived Christendom of its control of the Mediterrancan did a
radically new society begin to develop in northwestern Europe
that deserves to be called “medicval.”™ In short, antiquity ended
not with the fall of Rome but with the rise of Islam.

Runciman, Sir Steven, Byzantine Civilisation [1933]
(New York: St. Martin's. $8.50; Meridian paperback, $3.45).
This is a study of “the qualitics that characterized Byzantine his-
tory throughout its length,” After two chapters on the founding
of Constantinople and the political history of the empire from
330 to 1453, Runciman discusses Byzantine law, administration,
religion, the military, the diplomatic service, cemmerce, lown
and country life. education, literature. art, and relations with
“the neighporing world.™ The empire had so many encmiies, and
hovered so often on the brink of destruction, that its typical citi-
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zen “inevitably sought comfort in ultra-mundanc things, in union
witl God and the hope of eternal life, He knew existence to be
sad. The simple laughter and happiness of the pagans was lost.”

Runciman, Sir Steven, A Hisfory of the Crusades (3 vols,,
New York: Cambridge U. P, 1951-54. $17.50 cach; vol. 2 only,
Torchbooks paperbuck, $3.45). Anyone scriously interested in
the Crusades will find these volumes by Sir Steven Runciman an
indispensable work of reference. In spite of their length, they will
also please the general reader. Runciman is a master of the grand
style in history, a fine siylist as well as u fine scholar. The first
volume deals with the First Crusade and the foundation of the
Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem, the second with the history of the
kingdom (o the capture of Jerusalem by Saludin in 1187, Volume
Three surveys the crusades of the late twelfth and thirteenth cen-
(urics, together with the declining years of the Latin Kingdom to
the fall of its last stronghold, Acre, in 1291. Runciman explains
not only the motives and deeds of the European Crusaders but
also “the circumstances in the East that gave to the Crusaders
their opportunity and shaped their progress and their withdrawal,
Our glance must move from the Atlantic to Mongolia.™

In his summing-up, he characterizes even the successcs
of the Crusades as the triumph of “faith without wisdom.” For
all their glamor, the Crusades were *‘a tragic and destructive
episode™ in world history, *“a long act of intolerance in the name
of God, which is the sin against the Holy Ghost.”

Trevor-Roper, Hugh, The Rise of Christian Europe
(New York: Harcourt, 1965. $5.50; paperback, $3.25). Trevor-
Roper is a feisty but always interesting Oxford historian, who
refuses to “stay put” in the ficlds he knows best. A specialist in
seventeenth-century England, he roams in this little book through
the Middle Ages, daring the professional medicvalists to criticize
him as they will. He centers his attention on scveral major prob-
lems: the causes of Rome’s fall, the Pircnne thesis, Europe’s
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precipitous decline in the tate Middle Ages, and the reasons for
her resurgence after 1450, Trevor-Roper does an outstanding
job of integrating the history of medieval Western Furope with
that of B zantivm, Islim, and Central and East Asia, Included
are 124 handsome maps and illustrations, many in color,

white, Lvon, Ir. Mudieval Technology nnd  Social
Change (New York: Oxford, 1962, $9.00; Calaxy paperback,
$1.75). *The role which technological development plays in hu-
man affuirs.” says Lynn White, I, “has been neglected.” But
not in the three essays that make up this unusual book, White
shows how the invention of the sticrup contributed to the de-
velopment of the feudal warrior aristoeracy in the early Middle
Ages; how heavy ploughs, horse-collars, and the three-field sys-
tem revolutionized society; and how European min had already
made the tramsition to a machine technology by the close of the
Middle Ages. White concludes that in technological development
Europe far surpassed the rest of the world as carly as the fifteenth
century, This is a fascinating book, although some readers will
prefer to skip the footnotes which are as long as the text
itself,

Wilson, David M.. The Vikings and Their Origins: Scan-
dinavia in the First Millenniuen (New York: McGraw, 1970.
$35.95; pupcrhnck, $2.95). The last major barbarian terror it
western Europe oceurred during the cighth to the tenth centuries
when her cousts were often raided and sometimes settled by fierce
sea-borne pagan warriors from Denmark and Norway. Others,
from Sweden, penetrated and conquered much of ancient Russia.
David M. Wilson's book discusses the origins of the Vikings,
their exploits in Europe, and their life at home, The text is brief,

but thoroughly refiable, and there are 110 illustrations.

2. Renaissance and Reformation
Buinton, Roland H.. The Reformation of the Sixteenth
Century (Boston: Beacon, 1952. Paperback, $1.95). The Prot-
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esiant Reformation is often closely identified with the rise of
capitalism, the Renaissance voyages of discovery, the growth of
the centralized national state, amd the arrival of the “modern™
age. But Roland 11, Bairion points out in this fine history of the
Reformation that it “was not desived from any of these other
movements. . .. The Refornmtion was above all else a revival of
religion.™ T it shattered the unity of medicval Christendon, it
may also be reparded as “the renewes of Christendom, ... The
Reformation made religion and even confessionalism a para-
mount issue in politics for another century and o hall.” Tn other
words—to streteh Bainton’s point just a littie—the Reformation
belongs more to the medieval than to the modern world, It looked
backward, secking to purify a church allegedly eorrupted by the
blasphemous innovations of “popery.”

After three opening chapters on Luther's faith and carcer,
Bainton runs the rest of the pamut of Protestant rebellion from
the Zwinglinns, Anabaptists, and Calvinists to such “free spirits”
as Schastian Franck and Michael Servetus. He also tells the story
of the religious wars of the sixteenth century, the establishment
of the Church of England, the struggle for religious liberty, and
the impact of the Reformation on political and cconomic life
and thought, The text is superbly iltustrated with sixteenth-cen-
tury woodcuts,

Bindoff, §. T., Fudor England (Baltimore: Penguin,
1950. Paperback, $1.65). Bosworth Field, Cardinal Wolsey,
Henry VI, Bloody Mary, Elizabeth 1. Mary Queen of Scots,
Sir Walter Raleigh, the Spanish Armada, Shakespeare and Spen-
ser—all belong to the glorious history of the dypasty that ruled
England from 1485 to 1603, It s difficult sometimes to imagine
how all of them (and a great deal more) fitted jnto so short a
span of years, This witty, reliable, and humane history of Tudor
England captures the romance of the sixteenth century with no
sacrifice of scholarly values.

Burckhardt, Jacob, The Civilization of the Renaissance
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in Haly [1500] (2 vels, Torchbooks papertack, $1.95 and
$1.45). For more than a contury, Burcklandt™s great book has
srrous ~tudents of the Hadian

been the point of departure for all s
Renaisaance. The Swise historian first ;mhlialw;ql im0, offer-
ing an mterpretation of the Renaissance i By os onnoera of

ephminded pagatii, s oprofesiomal piniiicies varl
lensdy w huped for power arud enlisted the worvivis of writers and
artints o add taster e then regimes The wdnie of B thesiy lod
Borekhardt to mbe 4 peneliting inguuy o the relstionship
between politics and cultare. Hs book has alse done much to

develop the now conman view of the Tudian fepnissanee s the

fist ape of medermy the B decisive breabmeny of faurnpenn
civilization from the valies of the Middle Ages, B think Hur
herrdt wan wrong, bt this is @ book that shomld not e missed.

Chabod. Federico. Machiavelli andd the Heniissance
(Cambridpe, Mass. Harvard UL P 1958, Torehboonks paper-
hagck, %2 75). In thew ceminal casays, a historian uf the Univer-
sity of Rome undertakes (o Mpresent Machinvelli, the author of
The Prince, as the expression, almost the symihiesis of [alian life
Usroughout the fourteenth and fifteenth conturies; to see reflected
and clarificd in his thought . . . the ape-long provess of develop-
ment which leads from the downfall of the ol Cormunai Tree-
dom to the triumph of the princely, the abwsolpte State” More
than half of Chabod's book studies The Princt, Muchinvelli's best
Lo work, There wre abso two essiys on his mcthod and stvle”
and on “the concept of the Remuissance.” Machiavelii emerges
from Chabod's analysis as @ tragic and often eontradictory
thirker, but also an an architeet of the maedern spivit and o pas-
sionate Halian patriot,

Dickens. A. G, The Counter Reformation [New York:
Haccourt, 1969, $6.95: paperback, $3.500). Cathories under-
standably resent the term “Counter Reformation,” sinee it sug-
gests that the reformation of the Roman Catholic Church in the
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winteenth aned early sevepreenth contuzies cepresented reaction
apnnsd, s o esponse o, e Brsteatn Refonsation, tather
than somiething that wonkd have seenrred anyway, with or witlh-
ot Protestaatism to <pur it o, A ootstandiy Bitish Reforma
fon speciading, Dickens Biokds that the Catholic Reformition wis
Dotk thodee ot the oo te s e sosaver 1o the Brotestant chl
fenpe and aomovenent already under sy befone | athey ™ rebel
Hos Tie two hundred piecs fosde fulbe fontitiee D sith more thin
100 Yot ations, Dickem qngerces e to the medivval sourees
of the Cuatholic revival, the giew of the Jesaiis, e Council of
Trent, the role of the papacy, and the religions culture of the
Connter Reformation: its devotional Tife, st thought, and chari-
tabsle cuterprises, Fhis s volumie o the Flistory of European
Civitiation Library, w which A, G Dickens has also contributed
Reformation and Socicty i Shteenth-Century Europe (New
York: Horcourt, 1906, %5705 miperhack, $3.25).

Fliot, ). 1L, Imperigh Spain: /4691776 (New York:
SCOMartin's, 1964, 5798 Mentor paperback, $0.95) . The Furo-
pean great powers have awiy of rising and falting with almost
indecent suddenness. Between [R70 and 1945 Gernany twice
srose” and TellT e Thros fiowt most of the mincteenth cen-
try, the asceadant power © Frritain Franee dominated the
Furapean world from the ape of Louis NIV to the Battle of
Wiaterlow,

L this strongly recommrended book by the Cambridge
historian J. H. Eliott we follow the nise and fatl of a country tha
emierged from obscurity o play the leading role in the sixteenth
century: miperial Spain. Inoa hundred years: Spain built the
world's Targest empire, aequired enormous wealth, chimpioned
e Catholic Reformation, and wnriched Western civiliztion with
the art of Cervantes, Lope de Vega, and El Greco, Lt by the
latter part of the seventeenth eemury, Spain had Faded again to
mediocrity, and Elliott lays most of the blame on the reluctance of
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her ruling classes to keep up with the times. “Seventeenth-century
Castile,” he writes, **had become the victim of jts own history,
desperately attempting to re-enact the imperial glories of an
carlier age. .. . At a time when the face of Europe was altering
more rapidly than ever before, the country that had once been its
leading power proved to be lacking the essential ingredient for
survival—the willingness to change.”

Erikson, Erik H., Young Man Luther: A Study in Psy-
choanalvsis and History (New York: Norton, 1958. $6.50; pa-
perback, $1.75). Historians, even those who write biographies,
seldom atten:pt to psychoanalyze their subjects. They are unfa-
miliar with psychoanalytic techniques, and most of their subjects,
in any event, are unavailable for the analyst's couch. But things
are changing. Erikson's Young Man Luther is an exciting break-
through in the infant science of “psycho-history.”

Erikson centers on Luther's carly manhood, on his rela-
tions with his father and his “identity crisis”—a concept developed
by Erikson i his work as a practicing psychoanalyst. This book
has done much to stimulate the use of psychoanalytic tech~iques
by professional histarians, and 1o one can fail to learn from it.
The standard modern biography of Luther stressing his faith and
thought is Roland H, Bainton, Here I Stand: A Life of Martin
Luther (Nashville: Abingdon, 1950. $6.95; Mentor paperback,
$1.25). ,

Mattingly, Garrett, The Armada (Boston: Houghton,
1959. $7.50; Sentry paperback, $2.65). It is not often that a his-
torian can write a book about a romantically spectacular event,
do the whole thing up in glorious language, and at the same time
satisfy the most exacting demands of scholarship, viewing the
event in its full historical perspective and dissolving the myths
and legends that have encrusted it through the years. But this is
Garrett Mattingly's achievement in The Armada, The first naval

battle in history between ocean-going fleets is described in all
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its color and excitement. The political and diplomatic back-
ground is also traced, in considerable detail. We see the English,
the Spanish, and indeed the whole European setting of this in-
credible battle. Mattingly shows that it did not bring Anglo-
Spanish hostilitics to a close or make England the mistress of the
seas. But it did inflict a crushing defeat on Spanish aspirations to
restore England and all of Europe to the Roman Catholic faith.
After the humiliation of her “Invincible Armada,” the bound-
lessly confident, crusading Spain of the sixteenth century existed
no more.

Neale. J. E., Queen Elizabeth 1[1934] ¢(New York: St
Martin’s. $8.95; Anchor paperback, $2.50), Among the rela-
tively few women who have held more than ceremonial power in
world political history, Elizabeth 1 of England is onc of the
authentically towering figures. She ruled for forty-four years,
walking a tightrope over a chasm boiling with religious and
political problems that would have required all the skill of the
greatest of male monarchs to cross in safety. Elizabeth rescued
the Church of England, founded by her father Henry VI, pre-
served England herself from Spanish conquest, and governed
her kingdom with economy, wisdom, and broad popular support.
One may dislike certain aspects of her personality, or credit some
of her policies to brilliant councilors, or charge that she could
not have coped with the rising gentry of the seventeenth century,
but the fact remains that Elizabeth T'was one of the greatest states-
men (statespersons?) of all time. Neale's biography is a narra-
tive account of her life, written in clear, vivid prose by a first-rate
scholar,

Parry, J. 11, The Age of Reconnaissance [1963] (New
York: Pracger. $10,00; Mentor paperbock. $1.50), To the
Europe of the late fifteenth and sixwenth centuries goes credit for
one remarkable accomplishment that sets her apart from any
other teaditional civilization in history: her seamanship. Western
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European seamen were the first to bring all parts of the planet into
consciousness of one another. Europe “discovered” the world,
and in the process mankind began to discover itself, Parry's book
tells *“in outline the story of European geographical gxploration,
trade and settlement outside the bounds of Europe in the fifteenth,
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,” 1tis also a careful examina-
tion of the backgrounds of discovery: the motives of those who
sailed and the technical development of European seamanship
that made such cxploits possible for the first time. Here are all
the carly scafaring nations, the oceans they sailed, and the em-
pires they founded abroad, sk illfully presented in not much more
than 300 pages. Parry is one of those rarc scholars with the gift
of seeing both trees and woods; to quote The American Historical
Review, his book “is an achicvement few could equal and fewer
surpass.”

Searisbrick, J. J., Henry VIII (Berkeley: U of Califor-
nia Press. 1968 $10.95; paperback, $3.85).J. J. Scarisbrick has
written o big scholarly biography of England’s greatest king,
richly illustrated. with a substantial bibliography of printed and
manuscript sources. In its pages, all the men and women around
Henry shrivel more than a little. For Scarisbrick, Henry was the
architect of the policics of his regime, a king of phenomenal intel-
ligence and imagination, who “raised monarchy to near-idolatry”
and became “the quintessence of Englishry and the focus of
swelling national pride.” The author deplores Henry's destruction
of the monasteries and his foreign wars, but his reign “in many
ways left a deeper mark on the mind, heart and face of England
than did any event in English history between the coming of the
Normans and the coming of the factory.” Scarisbrick writes ex-
tremely well, and he knows his subject. “This is a book to delight
mind, heart, and eye. Still more recently, another importunt bi-
ography has appeared: Lacey Baldwin Smith's Henry VIIE: The
Muask of Royalry (Boston: Houghton, 1971, $8.95; Sentry pa-
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perback, $3.95). Smith stresses the heavy psychological burdens
imposed by the Renaissance idea of divine right monarchy and
Henry's nagging fears of his own inadequacy.

Schevill, Ferdinand, The Medici (New York: Harcourt,
1949. Torchbooks paperback, $1.95). This is a book about a
family. Not an ordinary family, certainly! The Medici ruled Flor-
ence, the Athens of the Italian Renaissance, from the early fif-
teenth century to the early cighteenth. Bankers, statesmen, popes,
mercenarics, patrons of high culture. they were a cross section of
the ruling class of the Ttaly of their time. They provoked, and still
provoke, fierce controversy.

Schevill tries to avoid the two extremes of enmity and
partisanship in this col lective biography of the Medici from their
beginnings to the assassination of Alessandro de Medici in 1537.
Medicean Florence in the fifteenth century “reveals the restless
political striving and incomparable cultural burgeoning of one of
the most creative communities within the whole compass of West-
ern civilization.”

Weber, Max, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of
Capitalism [ 190406} (New York: Scribner, 1930. $5.95; paper-
back, §2.45). A German sociologist, Max Weber set forth in
three articles published in 1904—06 one of the most hotly debated
theses in modern historiography: the argument that the under-
lying “spirit™ of capitalism was derived from the ethics of Prot-
estantism, and specifically of Calvinism, The Calvinists advocated
hard work in the everyday world; in Calvinism, the highest good
was “the carning of more and more money. combined with the
strict avoidance of all spontanecus enjoyment of life.” Such an
ethic, Weber held, incvitably did much to stimulate the rise of a
capitalist economy in Europe, ancconomy of working and invest-
ing, as opposed to the more traditional economy which devalued
labor and permitted the almost total consumption of its fruits,

The essays in this book have had a potent influcnce on
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all our thinking about the Reformation. They have also come
under devastating criticism. If only because capitalism originated
among Catholics and Jews before the Reformation, and con-
tinued to flourish at least a5 well in non-Calvinist countri¢s as in
Calvinist ones throughout the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies, the Weber thesis is easily challenged. But anyone studying
Reformation history should be finailiar with it.

3. The Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

Behrens, C. B. A., The Ancien Régime (New York: Har-
court, 1967. $5.50; paperback, $3.50). The ancien régime is the
world that collapsed in the wake of the French Revolution: the
world of absolute monarchy, aristocratic privilege, and ecclesias-
tical control of education and culture, C. B, A. Behrens analyzes
the old order in France between 1748 and 1789 in its'European
setting. Only after 1748, she contends, did it begin encountering
major problems that it could not solve and sophisticated opposi-
tion that it could not silence, Things went from bad to worse,
inexorably. Serious attempts at reform were made, some of them
quite far-reaching had they been carried through to completion,
but the old order could not permit them to succeed, by the very
nature of the forces that composed it. The bureaucratic despotism
of old France dragged her along to her unavoidable death.

The Ancien Régime is an excellent introduction to eigh-
teenth-century France, particularly valuable for its close study
of the structure of society and the financial dilemmas of the royal
government, But do not overlook Alexis de Tocqueville’s nine-
teenth-century classic, which also found the Eevolution inevita-
ble, The Old Regime and the French Revolution [1856] (Gar-
den City, N.Y.: Doubleday, Anchor paperback, $1.95), and
Georges Lefebvre's The Coming of the French Revolution [ 1939]
(Princeton: Princeton U.P,, 1947. $6.50; paperback, $1.45).

Dorn, Walter L., Competition for Empire: 1740-1763
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(New York: Harper, 1940. $7.95; Torchbooks paperback,
$2.75). The middle decades of the eighteenth century were the
heyday of Frederick the Great, Voltaire, and William Pitt; the age
of Dr. Johnson’s Dictionary, the Lisbon Earthquake, and the
Seven Years’ War. Dorn captures it all with marvelous felicity.
Here is the ancien régime at its highest point, the old prerevolu-
tionary order of kings and lords and merchants in command of
powerful states competing for imperial power in struggles that
had lost the crusading character of the wars of the Reformation
era and had not yet acquired the crusading character of the wars
of modern democracy. The emphasis properly falls in Dorn’s
book on warfare and diplomacy; but in addition he furnishes ex-
cellent analyses of mid-century government, trade, and culture.

Friedrich, Carl J., The Age of the Baroque: 16701660
(New York: Harper, 1952, $7.95; Torchbooks paperback,
$2.95). Friedrich’s The Age of the Barogque is more than a com-
petent outline of general European history from 1610 to 1660.
It is 2 book with an imaginative thesis about the European state
of mind in the seventeenth century. In a word, Friedrich believes
that the whole era~and not just its art and architecture—should
be characterized as “baroque.” Seventeenth-century man pre-
ferred the baroque style in his art and architecture because the
whole style of his life was baroque.

Of course everything hinges on how Friedrich defines his
term. For him, the baroque spirit is one of restless striving, “an
exaggerated belief in the power of man to think and to do as with
heightened powers he confronts a mysterious, exciting world.”
Seventeenth-century man felt in his bones that nothing was too
much for him, ne design too grand, no goal too high. In cultural
life, the baroque spirit expressed itself in the poetry of Milton and
the statwary of Bernini. But Friedrich argues that it expressed
itself no less clearly in the revolution in science and philosophy
launched by Galileo and Descartes, in the political thought of
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Hobbes, and, above all, in the emergence of the modern state.
Such landmarks in the making of the modern state as the Thirty
Years' War, the politics of Richelieu, and the revolution that
began in England in 1642 were the work of men imbued with
the same sense of power.

Gay, Peter, The Enlightenment: An Interpretation (2
vols., New York: Knopf, 1966-69. $10.00 each; vol 1 only,
Vintage paperback, $2.95). In two volumes totaling 1,260 pages
Peter Gay has produced onc of the most widely discussed
studics of the Enlightenment to appear in many years, Do not be
dismayed by its length, Gay knows how to write, for both an
scademic and a general reading public; the first volume of The
Enlightenment was the winner of the 1967 National Book Award.
Nor is he a mere compiler, heaping up names and dates. In the
great debate over the modernity of the Enlightenment, he comes
down hard on the side of the yea-sayers, For him the philosophers
of the Enlightenment in eighteenth-century western Europe were
just what many of them professed to be: radical enemies of the
Christian heritage of Western civilization, neo-pagans who used
the thought of pagan antiquity as a wcapon against Christianity
and then rejected the ancients in order to create their own modern
science of man.

Gay has made a strong case for the revolutionary quality
of eightecnth-century thought. The other side of the coin, the
conscrvatism of the Enlightenment, is brought out with impish
erthusiasm in Carl L. Becker's stili thriving classic, The Heavenly
City of the Eightecath Century Philosophers (New Haven: Yale
U.P., 1932. $5.75; paperback, $1.95).

Geyl, Picter, The Netherlands in the Seventeenth Century:
16091715 [1934] (2 vols., New York: Barnes, 1961-64, $6.00
and $8.50). Picter Geyl is a Dutch historian, and there are few
better in any country. Here he studies the Netherlands in their
greatest years, from the truce of 1609 that brought the northern
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provinces de facto independence from Spain to the death of their

volume, and a major concern of the second, is the division of
the Netherlands into two parts by the truce of 1609, confirmed
in most particulars by the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648. The
southern Dutch-speaking provinces of Flanders and Brabant re-
mained under Spanish rule and developed along very different
lines from those of the north. Geyl argnes that when the Dutch
war of independence broke out in 1581, no such differences had
existed. A similar proportion of Catholics and Protestants could
be found in north and south. But during and after the war, all was
changed. The “violent disruption” of the “natural unity” of the
Netherlands led in the north to “the triumph of Protestantism
and the development of a particularist, North-Netherlandish
patriotism, in Brabant and Flanders [to] the re-establishment of
the Catholic Church in all her Counter-Reformation militancy.”
The results live on to the present day: the Netherlands is a pre-
dominantly Protestant country, and the old southern provinces
are part of Catholic Belgium.

Equally choice is Geyl's The Revolt of the Netherlands:
1555-2609 [1931] (2nd ed., New York: Barnes, 1958. $6.25;
paperback, $2.50).

Hill, Christopher, The Century of Revolution: 7603~
1714 (New York: Nelson, 1961, Norton paperback, $2.25).
“Ihe years between 1603 and 1714,” writes Christopher Hill,
“were perhaps the most decisive in English history. . . . During
the seventeenth century modern English society and a modern
state began to take shape, und England’s position in the world
was transformed. This book tries to penetrate below the familiar
events to grasp ‘what happened’~ to ordinary English men and
women as well as to kings and queens or abstractions like ‘so-
ciety” and ‘the state” ” Hill manages this very well, although
readers whose recollection of kings and queens and wars is fuzzy
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during this vital century entered fully into the modern world,
choosing parliamentary government instead of royal absolutism.
But Hill also reminds us-that the choice of freedom and self-gov-
ernment was a choice for men of property only. The life of the
lower classes went on relatively unchanged, despite the prema-
ture efforts of the radical sects of the Civil War era to democratize
English society, “Only very slowly and late have men come to
understand that unless freedom is universal it is only extended
privilege.”

Koestler, Arthur, The Sleepwalkers: A4 History of Man's
Changing Vision of the Universe [1959] (new ed., New York:
Macmillan, 1968. $8.95; Universal paperback, $3.45). Author
of Darkness at Noon and other novels, Arthur Koestler has also
written an illuminating study of the Scientific Revolution of the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. He finds that Copernicus,
chines on austere marble pedestals.” Many of their ideas were
old-fashioned, harking back to ancient science and mysticism.
They arrived at some of their greatest theories accidentally, in a
manner that “reininds one riore of a sleepwalker’s performance
than an electronic brain’s.” Koestler’s chapters on Johannes Kep-
ler, his favorite “sleepwalker,” ‘are also separately available as
The Watershed: A Biography of Johannes Kepler (Anchor
paperback, $1.95). For a more orthodox treatment .of the new
science, see Herbert Butterfield, The Origins of Modern Science,
1300-1800 [1949] (rev. ed., New York: Macmillan, 1957. Free
Press paperback, $1.95).

Lewis, W. H., The Spleadid Century: Life in the France
of Louis XIV (New York: S ane, 1954, Morrow paperback,
$2.50). This is a social history of seventeenth-century Fratice,
by the younger brother of the novelist C. 8. Lewis. It sparkles
with all the rich and paradoxical life of France in the high noon
of her history. Lewis opens with a pen portrait of Louis himself,
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to whom he accords “an exasperated and reluctant admiration,
. .. It is easy to belittle Louis XIV, and yet it is no small achieve-
ment to have held the centre of the stage for over fifty years: and
how many other kings have imposed their name upon a cen-
tury?”’ Chapters follow on the great court at Versailles, the
peasantry, the church, the army, the country gentry, the town,
medicine, manners, life at sea, the education of girls, and the
world of letters. Lewis saves his warmest praise for the literature
of the age of Louis XIV. “It is the writers,” men such as Cor-
neille, Racine, and Moliére, “not the soldiers, grandees and poli-
ticians, who gave the century its enduring place in the history of
civilization; on their shoulders rests the claim of the Grand
Sitcle to the title of ‘the splendid century’.”

Sumner, B. H., Peter the Great and the Emergence of
Russia (New York: Macn.illan, 1951, Collier paperback, $1.25).
As Lenin transformed modern Russia into a socialist state, so
“Peter the Great was decisive in the long process of transforming
medieval Muscovy into modern Russia.” This little book intro-
duces us to one of history’s most extraordinary people. He in-
herited a medieval throne, in a half-Asian country that took no
part in the Renaissance or the Reformation. By the year of his
death in 1725 at the age of fifty-two, he had brought Russia into
full membership in the famil: of European nations. Sumner dis-
cusses the Tsar’s wars on land and sea, his reform of civil gov-
erament and the Russian QOrthodox Church, his social and eco-
nomic policies, and his place in history. As the man who almost
single-handedly converted Russia into a great European power,
and who initiated her political, military, and cultural Westerni-
zation, his place—Sumner feels—is secure,

Wedgwood, C. V., The Thirty Years War [1939] (New
York: Fernhill. $15.00; Anchor paperback, $1.95). For nearly
one¢ hundred of the last 350 years, a general war has been in prog-
ress on the continent of Europe involving most of the Great
Powers. The first of these general wars was the longest, the Thirty
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Years' War of 1618-48, in which the principal contenders were
Bohemig, the German states, Denmark, Sweden, Spain, the Neth-
erlands, and France. C. V. Wedgwood’s absorbing history of this
tangled conflict, written in the aftermath of the first World War
and on the eve of the second, reaches conclusions that would
apply equally well to our twentieth-century struggles. The Thirty
Years' War, she writes, was fought to little purpose andsolved- .
no problem. “Its effects, both immediate and indirect, were either
negative or disastrous. Morally subversive, economically destruc-
tive, socially degrading, confused in its causes, devious in its
course, futile in its result, it is the outstanding example in Euro-
pean history of meaningless conflict.” The powers who fought,
except for Sweden, “were actuated rather by fear than by lust of
conquest or passion of faith. They wanted peace and they fought
for thirty years to be sure of it. They did not learn then, and
have not since, that war breeds only war.”

wolf, John B., Louis X1V (New York: Norton, 1968.
$12.50; paperback, $3.95). It is not always possible to love him,
but respect him we must: Louis X1V, king of France, the greatest
of Great Powers in seventeenth-century Europe, in her age of in-
disputable political and cultural ascendancy. Wolf's biography of
the Sun-King treats its subject on the grand scale he requires.
His Louis 1V is a man who set the world spinning around him
to protect the unity and power of France. He knew, says Wolf,
that only a vastly strengthened monarchy could save France
from the fate that had overtaken Germany, and very nearly over-
took France herself during the civil wars of 1648-53. He sought
virtual deification not because he was 2 megalomaniac but for
the same reasons that “secular societies of the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries have deified the state.” On the whole, he was
a good king. who worked hard and well, loved France, and pre-
served her from the machinations of squabbling aristocrats. Even
those who do not share Wolf’s conclusions may still agree that he
has written the best biography of Louis XIV available in English.
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life in the American hemisphcre. Europe is European, Africa
and Asia are almost wholly African and Asian, despite powerful
recent influences from Western civilization. In the Americas, his-
tory happened differently.

[f there is such a thing as “American™ culture, it is a
hybrid growth blending three major strains in various proportions
in various parts of the hemisphere: European (British, French,
Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, German, Italian, Irish—and a little
of everything else) ; Amerindian (in 1492 atall stages of cultural
development from nomadic to urban); and African (from many
parts of black Africa). At first the Amerindian population was
alone. Furopeans and Africans poured in during the sixteenth
and seventeenth centurics until they outnumbered the Amerin-
dians. The native stock dwindled and then recavered, but the
white and black men continued to come. The races intermarried,
interbred, and interacted. The American hemisphere has pro-
duced what José Vasconcelos of Mexico calls the raza cdsmica:
the cosmic race. Taking the hemisphere as a wholg, it is clear that
neither white man nor black man nor red man has *triumphed.”

» 111
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The cultures of the Americas are uncasy amalpams of all three.

American civilization is also raw. The red man was
robbed of much of his traditional way of life by invading whites,
He can never be the same again. The European was de-Euro-
peanized by the unsettling experience of land rushes, gold rushes,
Indian wars, waves of fresh immigration, and the struggles for
independence. He is the perennial frontiersman. The African
was torn from his land and resettled as the human property of
European masters. Despite occasional great €ComOmiL success,
as in the United States, all Americans are im some sense up-
rooted people, in search of a meaningful past and a true identity,

The history of the Americas divides automatically into
three periods—pre-Columbian, colonial, and republivan, In Latin
America these periods bear a startling resemblance to the ancient-
medieval-modern sequence of European history, The Amerindian
high cultures of Mexico and Peru compare favorably with those
of Egypt and Mesopotaria. Colonial Latin America developed
a feudal system not unlike that of the Middle Ages im Europe.
Only since independence have a strong middle ¢lass and a mod-
ern commercial-industrial economy emerged in the major Latin
countries. North America, meanwhile, took o different path.
Most of its white colonists were small farmers or merchants,
Amerindian influence was proportionately weaker, and after a
modest start economic development proceedes much more rap-
idly. English-speaking America and Latin Ameriea have had
many parallel experiences, but today (as always) they are two
different worlds.

Our strategy in this chapter has been to review buoks only
in pre-Columbian, Latin American, and Canadian history. Since
students are adequately exposed to United States history in other
courses, the U.S. ficld is one responsibility that the world history
course can dodge. But students and teachers of world history
should not totally ignore it. The U.S, experience can be tied into
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history. For an excellent bibliographical guide to the history of
the United States, se¢c John E. Wiltz, Books in American His-
tory (Bloomington, Ind.: Indiana U, P., 1964, Paperback,
$1.95). It was written for high school students, teachers, and
librarians, but anyone can use it as a general introduction to the
best scholarly and popular literature in the ficld, Wiltz reviews
more than four hundred titles,

Arcicnegas, Germdn, Latin America: 4 Cultural History
(New York: Knopf, 1967, §7.00). A Colombian scholar who
has held visiting professorships at several North American uni-
versitics, German Arcienegas knows and loves the culture of
Latin America with an almost overwhelming intimacy. His style
is warm, affectionate, impressionistic, He reveuls the fascinating
(but confusing) variety of Latin American culture—its Indian,
Negro, Iberian, French, and other racial ingredients, the sep-
arate paths of its many natiomal histories in modern times, and
the ceaseless interaction of land, trade, poliucs, religion, and
thought. The pre-Columbiam and colonial eras receive generous
attention. Also striking is the Introduction, which offers a com-
parative overview of “the four Americas™: Canada, the United
States, Hispanic America, and Brazil.

Burns, E. Bradford, A History of Brazil (New York:
Columbia, 1970. $12.50). Several pood outlines of Brazilian his-
tory from colonization to the present day are now available. This
one, by the young U.C.L.A. Latin Americanist E. Bradford
Burns, is the most “textbookish.”’ but it should meet the needs
of anyone looking for a balanced survey of the whole sweep of
Brazilian history. There are sgven chapters: threc on the co-
lonial age and the achievemant of independence, two on the
period from 1850 to 1922, and two on modern Brazil. Burns's
approach is marked by polite enthusiasm and a generally unsur-
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cliberal reformist bras. For the social and coonomic histony
il the book to vead i Roltes 10 Poppino, Breazil: The Lamd
People (New York s Oxford, 19680 $8.50; paperback,
).

Bushnell, G5 The Fiest Americans: The Pre-Co-

an Civilicarions (New York: McGraw, 1968 $5.507 papur:
82,950, The First Americans provides s guick tour of the
es of pre Columbin America, with cmphinsis on the miet
weed societios of Mextco, Central Amevica amd Pora, Bushe
“eports the Latest archeolopieal fidings, mclhiding the new
wolopy of pec-Colimbim hstory dicclosed by cadiocarbon
o b now appears thes Home sapriens did not avnve o the
wan hemisphere annt the tenine millenminm v The hist
aces of agriculture aie vontemporary with those in Barope;
arliest civibizations arose during the st mdlfenniom e,
sight Bushnel's texCis briskly authorititive, it is too brief, a
redecmed in part by the T diustrations, Sany ol these
1 glorious color,

Freyre, Githerto, The Masters and the Slaves: A Stely

v Development of Brazilian Civilization [1933] (2nd ed..
feed; New York: Knopf, 1964, $12.50; paperback, $2.95).
rto Frevre, as Thonas o Skidmore writes in The A-nerican
wical Review, “is the most influential living interpreter of
i's past. Although sharply criticized in his own country by
ounger generation, his vision of & multiracial patriarchal so-
remains the point of departure for those secking to under-
I Portuguese Anterica,”™ The Masters and the Slaves is ac-
v the fiest in o series of three volumes devoted to Brazilian

1 history (or historical sociology) frome the settlements of

ixteenth century to the outbreak of the first World War, ‘The
els, The Manstons and the Shanties [1936] and Order and

wess [1959] (New York: Knopf, 196370, $12.50 cach),

s the modernization of Brazit in the nincteenth and carly

Stieth centuries.

1.



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

THE AMBRIEAS = 115

T i st vohnne, Freyie painte o bodlimtly coloried
pertrait of colonial socicty I some swiys reminiseent of the
Amcrican OLD South, it s aoseciety of planters and slavesa
quini feudal wystem marked by clone family ticn, raci 4 tola
anee, and widesprend nterhieedie. Many younger sehokirs
woulil disapree, bot Froyie wrees that Brazil fronn the fiest was i
relatively color hlivd socicty

Cribsom, € farhes, 8§
1966 3795 Toi hbooks paperback, $1.95)0 A volume i/ I

win in Amerien (Now Yok Hapoer,

Aoew American Natror sevies, Gilson's Spain in Amcricd per-

Porins the aliosi npeessibie foal of donajae g viduinal i
| }

panic American Bistory into a Book of not much more than 200
pag
cies the cxplonation and conguest of the New World, the “ens

o Moreover. it s aovery pood book. The cight chapters ¢

comivnidic sytom of tributary labor, churchand government, In-
dinn relations, and impenal politics. Gibson docs ot sibscribe
to the “blach Jerend™ that Spanesh role was fendihly imhoman
ca had

but he points out that dictatorship in moddern Fatin Amie
it roots in colonial life and institutions, “The Spanish imperial
goverment may be understoad as a repressive force or cover,
under which the components of dictatorship accumulated.”
Fyvery plantation owner ruling over his Indian serfs was a dic-
tator in miniature; nothing in the colonial cxperience prepared

the elites vt the masses for popular democracy. See also J. 1

Pariy' The Spanish Seahorne Empire (New York: Knopf, 1966,
%7.95). an excellent survev that stresses colonial Spanish Ameri-

p. The Spanish Empire in
Ameriea (New York: Oxford U, P, 1947, Harbinger paperback,
£3.25).

Herring, Huberl, A History of Latin America from the
Beginnings to the Present [1955] (3rd ed., New York: Knopf,
1968, $10.95). Since its first appearance in 1955, Herring's col-
lepe texthook of Latin American history has become the leader

cis maitime history: and C, HC Hari

in a crowded field, much respected for its painstaking thorough-
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e, clarity, and accuray. The latest edition runs o more than
4 ihopsand papes, The numerons nyaps by Theodore R. Miller
are superb. Herring divides his subijeet into eleven farge sections,
the first three on the colonial period, the rent devoted to a coun-
try-by-country survey of modern history wath especially fuil
rrestment of Mexico, Brazil, and Argentina. Other pood one-
volume histories are available, by J. Fred Rippy, Donald M.
Dozer, and B Bradford Burns,

Humphreys, Ro A and John Lynch, eds., The Origing of
the Latin American Revolutions, 1808-1826  (New York:
Fonopl, 1065 A0, papethack, §2 05y, The political liberation
of Latin America from Therian rule bepan not with shots “heard
round the world™ but with the exploits of Napoleon Ronaparte,
who ovcupicd Spain and Portugal in 1807-08. The Portuguese
King fled to Brazil, the Spanish king abdicated, and revolution
in the Spanish-American colonics at first took the form of resis-
fance 1o the authority of Napeleon and the puppet-king of
french-occupied Spain, the Emperor’s brother Joseph. In time
the sinoldering hostility of American-torn settlers toward the
peninsulares (1berian-horn). who held most of the highest offices
in colonial administration, precipitated a final break with the
home countrics, but the revolutions of 1808 226 differed in many
ways from the American Revolution and from cach other.
tlumphreys and Lynch have given us in this attractive volume a
celection of short essays, chicfly by modern scholars, on the
causes of the revolutions, The authors canvass the role of the
Enlightenment, the Jesuls, foreign powers, imperial adminis-
(ration, cconomic interests, resentment against the peninsulares,
and nationalism, A separate section contains essays on the Bra-
zilian experience, where independence came peacefully.

McNaught. Kenneth, The History of Canada (New York:
Pracger, 1970. $9.00; Penguin paperback, $1.95). The world's
third largest country in ared, with a population of twenty million
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people and a more or less American standard of living, Canada
has lived such a quiet and respectable life that world historians
often ignore it Tn oll fairness, any historian has a job on his
hands making Canadian history either exciting or ¢xotic to the
non-Canadian reader. MeNaught does as well as anyone, His
maps are good, and he addresses himself perceptively to the age-

identity. In a concluding chapter, he speculates that the Ca-
nadian experiment “has roots that now are probably decp enough
to sustain a tolerant federalism against the storms of the future.”
Sec also J. Bartlet Brebner's longer but somcewhat less imagina-
tive Canada: A Madern History [1960] (rev. ed., Ann Arbor,
Mich.: U. of Michigan Press, 1970. $10.00) and Muason Wadc,
The French Canadians, 1760-1967 [1955] (2 vols., rev.ed.; New
York: 5t. Martin's, 1968, $25.00 the set).

Masur, Gerhard, Simon Bolivar [1948] (rev. ed., Albu-
yaergues U of New Mexico Press, 1969, 515.00): *One of the
outstanding figures of the nineteenth century and one of the
great personalities of all time,” Simdn Bolivar is the man most
revered by Latin Americans today, a folk-hero more beloved
than George Washington by North Americans, a romantic and
paradoxical figure whose military triumphs over Spanish armies
ensured the liberation of most of South America, a lover of free-
dom who ruled his people after independence with an iron hand,
believing them unready for truc democracy. Gerhard Masur
views Bolivar with loving cnthusiasm in this comprehensive bi-
ography. Only in blindness to the need for basic socioeconormic
change, a blindness shared by almost everyone else in the early
nineteenth century in Latin America, did Bolivar fall seriously
short. In all other ways, Masur finds him worthy of the hero-
worship he has long received.

Morison, Samuel Eliot, Christopher Columbus, Mariner
(Boston: Little, 1955. $5.95; Mentor paperback, $0.60) A
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Harvard historian with a special interest in naval and muritime
history, Morison s also o sailor in his own right, This book is
the happy result of his decision to write a life of Columbus only
after he himself had sailed the routes of Columbus's voyages to
the New World in ships comparable to the great Genoese mari-
ner's. This he did, during the Harvard Columbus Expeditions of
1939 and 1940, learning much that armchair biographers in-
evitubly miss. In 1942 he brought out a two-velume scholarly
biography of Columbus, entitled Admiral of the Qcean Sea, and
a one-volume abridgement with the same title (Boston: Little,
1942, 515005, which won e Pulitzer Price Tor Biography.
Christopher Columbus, Mariner is a severely shortened and re-
written version of the longer works,

The purpose of all of them is summed up in the preface to
the first: “Although T have not neglected the problems connected
with the nationality, birth, early lifc and objectives of Columbus,
what sort of seaman he was,” Morison hails his hero as “the
greatest navigator of his age,” “a failure as a colonial adminis-
trator,” but the man who did “more to direct the course of history
than any individual since Augustus Caesar.”

Parry. J. H., and P. M. Sherlock, A Short History of the
West Indies [1956] (3rd ed.. New York: St. Martin's, 1971,
$£12.00; puperback, $5.95). Few parts of the world are as poor
in historical tradition, cultural identity, and scnse of common
cause as the islands of the Caribhean Sca. The unwarlike aborigi-

islands were too small, too dependent on European markets, too
much under the heel of rival Western great powers, and too iso-
lated from one another to develop until quite recently the inde-
pendent spirit that arose throughout the rest of the Americas in
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the cighteenth and carly nincteenth centuries, “West Indian
history,” write Parry and Sherlock, “appears disjointed and un-
real to West Indians today, It is a story told from somcone else’s
point of view.”

But the authors have made the best of an admittedly dif-
ficult business in this well constructed history of Cuba, Jamaica,
Hispaniola (now the Dominican Republic and Haiti), Puerto
Rico, and the smaller Caribbean islunds. The centuries of ~o-
lonial rule are emphasized, with somewhat more attentiu? *  .nc
British West Indies than to tne Spanish and French.

Peterson, Frederick A., Ancient Mexico: An Farroduc-
tion to the Pre-Hispanic Culiures (New York: Putnam, 1959,
Capricorn paperback, $3.25). Many North Americans and
Europcans equate ancicnt Mexico with the empire of the Aztecs,
which is roughly the same thing as reducing ancient history to
the history of the Roman emnpire after Constantine. There were
many civilized peoples in ancient Mexico, both before and during
the Aztec era. Over 5,000 sites have been worked by archeolo-
gists. The “classic period,” as defined by Frederick A. Peterson,
lusted from approximately 150 B.c. to 900 A.D. and included the
urbanized societies of the Olmecs, Maya, Totonacs, and Zapo-
tecs. Teotihuacdn, ncar Mexico City, was also built during this
period. A “post-classical” period followed, marked by the some-
what inferior achievernents of the Toltecs, Mixtecs, and—at the
very end—Aztecs. Peterson adopts a topical approach that gives
him many opportunitics to study these peoples comparatively.
“America,” he insists, “was easily on a par with Europe. Scveral
million Indians were killed to prove that Europeans were more
civilized.”

Prescott, W. H., The Conquest of Mexico and the Con-
quest of Peru [1843-47] (New York: Modern Library. $4.95;
abridged ed., Washington Squarc paperback, $1.45). Wilham
Hickling Prescott (1796-1859) was America’s first great world
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Bistorian, o prose artist with 1 nustery of the romuntic style of
narratve history that few of his countiymen have ever equaled.
These histories of the conquest of Mexica by Cortez and of Peru
by Pizarro are classies that still compel respect.

Sauer. Cart Ortwin, The Early Spanish Maia (Berkeley:
U of California Press, 1966, $9.50; paperback, $2.45). Spain's
first American empire wis not the Mexico of Cortez or the Peru
of Pizarro but the West D ties of Christopher Cotumbus. In this

hook, o specialist in historead geography gives us a learned and
i ! hy &

moving account of how this cimpire was v on, and for all practical
prurposes ot et the virtual Aestroction of the whole native
papulation. "Iy TSTO7 Sauer writes, “the Spanish main was a
worry shell The villin of at Teast the first aet of this tragedy, he
Contends. wirs Columbus himself, a helpless vietim of god fever.
e course of Spanish empire was first turned to its fateful
seareh o gold by the 7dée frve that dominated Columbus.”
Soobic, Tanes B Argentina: 4 Citv and a Nation [1964]
Ond oL Mew York: Oxford U, P, 19710 $7.50; paperback,
$2.50). Scabic rejects the conventional political and cultural ap-

proaches (o Latin American history in - favor of an economic
emphasis. He reviews the history of Argentina from carliest
times, in o series of topical chapters on such subjects as the
growth of Buenos Aives, agriculture on the Pampas, and indus-
trialization. There s very extensive and useful bibliography.

Simpson, Fesley Byrd, Many Mexicos [1941] (4th ed.,
Berkeley: U, of California Press, 1966, $10.00; paperback,
$2.45).°
history of Mexico is like those pre-Columbian pyramids on which

Yo have oo many roots, we have too many pasts. The
new races built other pyramids, and afterward other races built
Gl more.” S0 savs the poet Octavio Paz, adding that “Mexico
has still not succeeded in combining its past into one real past.”
Both Indian :md Spanish, divided by geography and climate into
many sharply contrasting regions, Mexico is not an casy country
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fior outsiders to know well. Simpson refates its history in brief
hiographical sketches and thematic cssays that display wit, clo-
quence, and decp understanding of the Mexican past, The au-
thor is opinivnated, but never dull., Many Mexicos descrves ity
many editions, For the development of the Mexican cconomy,
another valuable book is Charles C. Cumberland, Mexico: The
Struggle for Modernity (New York: Oxford U.P,, 1968, $8.50;
paperback, 52.95).

Thompson, J. Eric §., The Rise and Fall of Maya Civili-
zation [1954] (2nd ed., Norman, Okla.: U. of Oklahoma Press,
1966. $5.95). A leading specialist in Maya archeology, Eric
Thompson opens his book with a vivid account of his first visit
some forty years ago to Tikal, in Guatemala, the largest of the
Mayu ruins, and the most beautiful memorial 1o ancient Indian
civilization in the hemisphere. Surrounded by almost impene-
trable jungle, Tikal reminds us that the Maya are the only peo-
ple known to world history whose civilization “developed and
recached maturity in thickly forested tropics.” After three chap-
ters on the geography, anthropology, and history of Maya civ-
ilization, Thompson examines its intellectual and artistic achicve-
ment, its ways of life, religion, and place in history. Unlike the
other Amerindian peoples, the Maya developed an elaborate sys-
most of the “glyphs™ or characters are undccipherable, scholars
can read a few, and they al' o have at their disposal several works
from the sixteenth to cighteenth centuries by natives who wrote
in Mayan, using the Western alphabet. But the “classic” period
of Maya history dates back to the years 200-925 a.p. The cul-
ture 2ncountered by the Spaniards was in a “decadent” phase;
Maya civilization had alrcady “fallen.” The Rise and Fall of
Mayu Civilization is both a work of impeccable scholarship and
a popul.irization better written than the books of most popular-
izers.

[
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Womack, John, Jr., Zapata and the Mexican Revolution
{New York: Knopf, 1969. $10.00; Vintage paperback, $2.95).
This no gonbt deserves its reputation as onc of the finest “first
books™ ever written in any field of history. The author is a young
Harvard historian and former Rhodes Scholar who refuses to

revolutionary himself as the country people of his home state of
Morelos in south-central Mexico, the campesinos who had becn
ignored by the ruling classes throughout the nineteenth century
and who trivd to take matters into their own hands in the decade
after 1910, with men like Emiliano Zapata us their freely chosen
leaders, The rural reforms instituted by Mexican governments
after the fall of Diaz owed much to their militance; and yet noth-
ing was ever really settled, and many of the hopes of the cam-
generalizations, preferring to let the complex and dramatic evi-
dence speak--rore or less!—for itsclf. In Womack’s own words,
his book is "not an analysis but a st .ry because the truth of the

[y
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A disconcertingly large number of Americans still believe that
Africa south of the Sahara has no history or civilization of her
own, apart from the exploits of white invaders. For these Ameri-
cans, black Africa before the European partition consisted ex-
clusively of small tribes of naked illiterate savages eking out a
meager existence in jungles and bush country, saved from
timeless misery by the arrival of Western civilization.

The strong interest in African history awakened by the
liberation of African peoples from European rule since the sec-
ond World War has resulted in the appearance of an extensive
scholarly and popular literature that exposes the absurdity of
this view of the African past. Although a few native African
peoples have clung to what may fairly be called a prehistoric way
of life, the great majority have been undergoing more or less
continuous cultural evolution along the same lines as other races
for thousands of years.

Indigenous black African civilizations with town life, im-
perial governments, agriculture, metal-working, and most of the
other indices of advanced culture, flourished in several parts of
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cially rapid between about 1000 and 1500 4, For various rea-
sons (including the debilitating effecty; 0f the At];lﬂtic slave trapde)
Africa has developed more slowly thi‘lll Eypgpe " recent cen-
turies, but throughout most of the Chtistian o, (B¢ black popu-
lations of Africa and the white populttions o porthern Europe
were advancing at much the siune rite ang jn mbch the same
directions.

In this chapter we shall revitW bogyg in Sub-Sahgran
African history from antiquity to 1945 At tje end of the chap-
ter we list a few books on the history Of Ausgu]ﬂﬁi“ (Australia,
New Zealand, and the islands of the southweg ., n Pacific). Aus-
tralasia. too, had indigenous populations whey e White man ar-
rived. but their mimbers were significantly Smgller, their cultyres
were less highly develops - and little is Knowy o theit premodern
history. Australasian history remains Primyg; o+ Shronicle of

Furopean colonization,

Bovill, E. W.. The Golden Trade of the Moors [1958]
(2nd ed., New York: Oxford U, P., 1968.81( o5: Galaxy paper-
back, 52.25). This is a revised and exPandeq yersi®h of Bovill's
carlier book, Caravans of the Old Sahdra [1933]‘ written to show
“how the trans-Saharan trade routes had Wove, ties Of blood and
culture between the peoples north and South of the esert” The
new book differs chiefly in the refatively large, , qeftion given to
the impact of trans-Saharan trade and Politicg o the peoples of
North Africa. But in both versions "the Iy, (o Which every
thread in niy story leads™ is the Sudaf=not y,. préSent-day Su-
danese republic, which oceapies only the extrge ¢#Stern part of
the Sudan, but a great historic region of black Afric? that extends
south of the Sahara from the Atlantic Oceay ¢q the Nile bysin
and includes the territory of the now independepy stats of Mayri-
tania. Mali. Upper Volta, Niger, and Chad.

The author describes in colorful detail (e riSe and fall of
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the medieval Sudanese cmpives of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai, the
Moraccan empire of the Almoravid Berbers, and the trade in
Sudanese gold that helped to make such stales possible. The
trans-Saharan caravan routes continued o Hourish well into the
nineteenth century, when they were finally replaced by rail trans-
port and oceanic trade with the European colonial powers,

Crowder, Michacl, West Africa under Colonial Rule
(Evansion, [l.: Northwestern U, P, 1968, $10.00) Several
years ago when Michael Crowder lectured on West: African
colonialistn to ofticers of the Royal Sierra Leone Military Foree,
“the onc British oflicer present . . . stood stiflly at attention during
question-time and demanded that T withdraw what he considered
my anti-British remarks; by contrast, the African officers for the
most part considered my eriticisms of colonial rule very tame.”
Whether fierce or tame, Crowder’s book Iends support to the
argument of many present-day Africans that the political scizure
of their continent by European powers in the late nineteenth cen-
tury did little for Africa that Africans were not quite capable of
doing for themselves. In the French and British colonies of West
Africa, to which this study is limited, Crowder contends that
modernization would have oceurred without foreign rule; in sonic
respects, modernization was powerfully impeded by the policies
of the occupying powers. West Africa under Colonial Rule in-
cludes a detailed history of the European annexations and a care-
ful analysis of colonial administration in theory and practice, the
colonial economy, and social change during the colonial period.
Four concluding chapters study the beginnings of African na-
tionalist politics to 1945,

Davidson, Basil, Africa in History: Themes and Ouwlines
(New York: Macmillan, 1969, $6.95; Collicr paperback,
studies, Basil Davidson has donc more than any other living
writer to introduce African history to the general reading public.
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Although he is not a scholar by profession, his scholarship is
better than that of many academicians; and his litcrary powers
arg cxceptional. He is also a prominent represcentative of the
movenment in African studies that secks to dispel the popular
image of black Africans as peoples without a history of their
own, as passive bencficiaries of the “higher” cultures of Egypt,
Asia, and Europe.

Africa in History sweeps from the Stone Age to the pres-
ent in just over 300 pages. Its pro-African bias is obvious, but
never fanatical. The author traces gencrally steady upward de-
velopment for most of the indigenous population of the continent
to the African *Middle Ages” in the fifteenth and sixteenth cen-
turics, followed by debilitating contact with movements in the
outside world, and then rebirth in the second half of the twentieth
century. At i somewhat more leisurely pace, much of the same
ground is covered in Davidson’s A History of West Africa to the
Nincteenth Century, with F. K. Buah (Garden City, N.Y.: Dou-
bleday, 1966, Anchor paperback, $1.95); and A History of
Last and Central Africa, to the Late Nineteenth Century, with
J. E. F. Mhina (Gurden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1969. Anchor
paperback, §2.50).

Davidson, Basil, The African Genius: 4An Introduction to
African Cultural and Social History (Boston: Little, 1969, $7.95;
paperback, $2.75). “This book,” writes Basil Davidson, “is
about a new synthesis of cultural patterns and values that has
lately begun to emerge from the labour of many workers in sev-
eral disciplines, and notably in social anthropology.” In place of
orthodox chronological history, Davidson sums up recent re-
scarch on the “social charters” and “structures of belief” of
traditional black African culture. He also studies the “mechan-
isms of change™ that have modified and in some ways over-
whelmed African culture during the past thousand years.

Today, Davidson writes, Africa needs to be "modern-
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ized,” but even more she needs new structures of sceial life and
belief that are “nourished by the vigour and resilience of native
genius, by all the inheritance of self-respeet and innov:ting con-
tidence that has carried these peoples through past centuries of
change and cultural expansion,”™ The A frican Genius, as another
African specialist, Roland Oliver, comments, is “the most serious
and best integrated of all [Davidson's] books.” No one interested
in Africa can fail to lecarn from it.

Davidson, Basil, Black Mother: The Years of the African
Slave Trade (Boston: Little, 1961, $8.50; as The African Slave
Trade: Pre-Colonial History, 1450-1850, paperback, $2.45).
Davidson's purpose in this book is to explain the nature of Afro-
FEuropean relations in the four centuries before the European
partition of the continent, with special attention to the slave trade,
Some fifty million blacks were sold into slavery during this pe-
riod, although many of these unfortunates never reached their
destinations alive. Davidson shows that for the most part this
was a peaceful trade between Western slavers and the chiefs of
native Airican coastal states, who moved quickly to seal off the
ment on then ~ources of supply. But he argues that the trade did
Africa almost irreparable harm, by bolstering the rule of the most
reactionary feudal clements in native African society, and by
bringing stagnation and even decay to the African cconomy. It
was a moral, social, political, and economic disaster from which
the continent is only beginning to recaver in our time. For a more
detailed and popularized treatment of the slave trade, see Danicl
P. Mannix and Malcolm Cowley, Black Cargoes: A History of
the Atlantic Slave Trade, [518-1865 (New York: Viking, 1962,
$6.50; Compass paperback, $1.85).

Davidson, Basil, The Lost Cities of Africa [1959] (rev.
ed., Boston: Little, 1970. $8.50; paperback, $2.45). The Euro-
pean cxplorers of Africa in the nincteenth century had little re-
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vect for the “savages™ they met there, but Africa was, after all,

vast unexplored continent and no one could be quite sure what
- st civilizations or fabulous ruins waited to be found in its hinter-
inds. The romantic imagination was stirred especially by the
- iscovery in 1869 in southern Rhodesia of Great Zimbabwe, a
dined stone city with walls thirty feet high. In The Lost Cities of
‘frica, Basil Davidson attempts to reconstruct the history of
ireat Zimbabwe and the Bantu culture that flourished in south-
istern Africa as early as the sixth century A.D. He also investi-
ites several other indigenous sub-Saharan cultures that became
7banized without European aid. Among his “lost cities” are
‘crog, part of the ancient Kushite kingdom founded by Egyptian
~olonists in the Sudan; Timbuktu, a great market town and cen-
T of Islamic learning in the Mali and Songhai empires of western
frica; and such merchant cities of the southeastern coast as
" ilwa and Mombasa. In effect, this is a general survey of the his-

ry of sub-Saharan Africa.

July, Robert W., A History of the African People (New
ork: Scribner, 1970. $15.00; paperback, $5.95). This hand-
'mely illustrated textbook of sub-Saharan African history pre-
‘s a clearly organized and well written account of the African
*ople themselves, with minimal attention to the European in-

* aence. Part One, “Ancient Africa,” traces the development of
ack Africa to the close of the eighteenth century. Part Two,
Modern Africa,” follows it into the post-independence era.
Moorchead, Alan, The White Nile (New York- Harper,
61, $6.95; deluxe ed., $15.00). Here is the Africa of modern
estern legend and romance. Moorchead does not miss a single
wnce: his pages are thickly populated with sadistic black chief-
lins, groaning slaves, brilliant (but eccentric) white explorers,
-rafty Arab merchants, howling dervishes, cowardly Egyptians,
and steel-nerved British generals. Speke reaches the source of the
Nile, Stanley finds Livingstone, Kitche..:r avenges Gordon. In
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this popular history of the European cxploration and seizure of
the White Nile, from the Burton-Speke cxpedition of 1856 to
the British reconquest of the Sudan in 1898, Alan Moorehead is
clearly guilty of sensationalism, but it is all very readable stuff,
based on the voluminous writings of the explorers themselves.
Their point of view, rather than the African, usually prevails.
p Sec also Moorehead’s The Blue Nile (New York: Harper, 1962.
$15.00; Dell paperback. $0.60).

Oliver, Roland, and John D. Fage, A Short History of
Africa [1962] (3rd ed., Baltimore: Penguin, 1970. Paperback,
$1.45). Although the first edition of this book appeared little
more than ten years ago, it is already regarded as a “classic” in
the field, one of the first attempts by scholars to survey the history
of the whole continent from carliest times. The level of interpre-
tative insight is consistently high, but the authors are sometimes
defeated by the sheer variety of the African historical experience.
Perhaps the greatest structural weakness of the book is its failure
to focus on the African peoples themselves; disproportionate at-
tention is given to external influences. But Oliver and Fage are
not sneering Eurocentrists of the old school. After the sixteenth
century, they point out, Africa fell behind Europc in various
respects, but “it was in large measure the progress already made
by the Africans in earlier centuries that enabled them to resist the
modern age for sO long.”

Robinson, Ronald, and John Gallagher, with Alice
Denny, Africa and the Victorians: The Climax of Imperialism in
the Dark Continent (New York: St. Martin's, 1961. Anchor pa-
‘perback, $4.50). Most cxplanations of European (and especially
British) imperialism in Africa in the nineteenth century stress
the arrogance of nineteenth-century European culture, the zeal
of missionaries and explorers, the greed of business intcrests, and
the thirst of the public for imperial glory in an otherwise peaceful
era. Robinson and Gallagher maintain that none of these things
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explains the commitment of European armed might to the parti-
tion of Africa, By the time the partition actually touk place, most
segments of the British public had lost interest in African mat-
ters, and it is therefore to “the official mind” that scholars must
look for “the main explanation of what happened.” But even
British officialdom was not originally bent on imperial conquest
in Africa: its hand was forced, say Robinson and Gallagher, by
events in Africa itself, chiefly by the challenge of militant Afri-
kaner nationalism in the southern part of the continent and by
the threat to the Indian trade routes posed by the collapse of the
Khedivial regime in Egypt in 1882, When Britain and France
assumed power in Egypt, to protect the Suez Canal, they set in
motion the “scramble” that led in just a few years to European
seizure of the whole continent,

Grattan, C. Hartley, The Southwest Pacific: A Modern
History (2 vols., Ann Arbor, Mich.: U. of Michigan, 1963. $7.50
and $10.00). The Southwest Pacific of this imposing two-volume
set by C. Hartley Grattan includes a continent, thousands of
islands big and small, and a generous slice of the world’s largest
Gcean: an area averaging six thousand miles wide and long,
Because of its low population density and remoteness from the
centers of civilization, the Southwest Pacific is often ignored by
historians, but it does have a history, some of which deserves
attention in any world history course.

Grattan's first volume recounts the European reconnais-
sance of the arca in early modern times, the establishment of
Australia and New Zealand as British colonies, the beginnings of
Antarctic exploration, and the complex history of the island
groups of Polynesia, Melanesia, and Micronesia, visited for many
years by Western scafarers and partitioned by Britain, France,
Germany, and the United States in the nineteenth century, The
second volume begins with the federation of the six Australian
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colonies into a single commonwealth in 1901 and follows its his-
tory and that of New Zealand, the islands, and Antarctic explora-
tion to 1960. Grattan has something to say about black and
brown native populations, but essentially this is “a story of how
‘the West' became established in the Southwest Pacific,” a story
of white explorers and settlers by an American who has devoted
most of his life to Pacific studies. See also Douglas Pike, Aus-
tralia: The Quiet Continent [1962] (2nd ed., New York: Cam-
bridge U. P., 1970. $12.50; paperback, $2.45).
} Moorehead, Alan, The Fatal Impact: An Account of the
Invasion of the South Pacific (New York: Harper, 1966, $6.95).
Captain James Cook (1728-1779) made three historic voyages
to the South Pacific, which helped to open the islands, New Zea-
land, and the eastern coast of Australia to white colonization.
The white man brought to the South Pacific not only his culture
but also ecological devastation that changed the whole face of
Australasian life, both human and animal. Moorehead (Austral-
ian born himself) describes the effects of this “fatal impact,” be-
ginning with a fascinating account of Cook’s voyages. He devotes
most of his attention to Tahiti, Australia, and the Antarctic re-
gion. Like all his books, it makes easy reading.
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Most of the disagreement about whether an age, a country, an
idea, an artifact, an institution, or a man deserves to be called
“modern” would dissolve if scholars reached a working consensus
on the meaning of modernity. The word itself has no substantive
content. The Latin modernus comes from modo, “just now.” In
this literal meaning, something is modern that is happening “just
now,” something that belongs to “our” time. In the days of
Moses, the Ten Commandments were madern. In the fourteenth
century, knights in shining armor were modern. Today, one might
argue that steam locomotives, dirigibles, and ice boxes are not
modern.

We shall examine in this chapter books in the history of
Europe from the outbreak of the French Revolution to the end of
the second World War. In my view, this is the beginning of the
“modern” period in European history, the period in which Euro-
pean civilization leaped forward to a level and kind of life wholly
without precedent in world history. European civilization
» changed so fast that it also pulled segments of the traditional so-
cieties of Asia, Africa, and the Americas into the “modern” age.
In a few instances (such as the United States, Canada, Japan)

132 »

141



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

MODERN EUROPE 1789-1945 « 133

non-European countrics have actually equaled or outstripped
Europe in the degree of their “modernization.”

But we are talking now about a “modernity” that involves
much more than the accident of happening in “our” time. Just as
the word “progress” has come to mean “improvement” when it
originally meant only “forward motion,” so the word “modern”
has come to denote a particular kind of society, which arrived in
western Europe a certain number of years ago, depending on
one's reading of the events, and may ultimately give way to some
other kind of society.

I have already, in the introduction to Chapter Five, iden-
tified what I think are the three major components of this new
society: industrialization, democracy, and globalization. In other
words, a modern society is onc that has largely replaced human
labor with machine labor, shifted the balance of power and wealth
from kings and elites to the broad masses, and interacted with
other societies to form an interdependent world community. Some-
thing may properly be called modern if it belongs to, and harmon-
izes with, this new social order. The new order is also character-
ized by secularism and individualism—it divorces church from
state and assigns a higher priority to personal development than

mand for religious and personal liberty often clashes with the
needs of industrial democracy, and in a showdown between the
two, liberty generally loses. Much as I would prefer to believe
that secularism and individualism are indispensable ingredients
of a modern social order, I am afraid that the facts of modern
history do not support my wishes.

1t should also go without saying that Europe did not be-
come modern on July 14, 1789, or at any other precise point in
time. No European country, for that matter, is entirely modern
even today. The revolution of modernity, of global industrial de-
mocracy, still goes on, and is still far from complete. The indus-
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trial thrust of the revolution began in late eighteenth-century
England; the democratic thrust began in late cighteenth-century
France; and globalization began near the close of the nineteenth
century when the Western impact on Russia, Asia, and Africa
resulted in the rapid decline and fall of their traditional social
orders. But every country retains powerful elements of its tradi-
tional life. The machine has not yet completely abolished physical
toil. Old and new “power elites” hinder the advance of democ-
racy. Globalization is frustrated by the persistence of provincial
loyalties. Modernity is an expensive and sometimes lethal luxury.
At the same time, the headlong pace of change since 1789 makes
one doubt that anything, except a thermonuclear holocaust or the
exhaustion of nature herself, can halt its progress.

Ashton, T. S., The Industrial Revolution: 1760-1830
(New York: Oxford U. P., 1948. Paperback, $1.25). You may
quarrel about whether it was an “industrial” revolution, or a
wrevolution” at all, whether the conventional dates of 17601830
really apply, and whether it was the first such revolution, or one
of a series in world history, but the fact remains that something
happened in the economic history of Great Britain between the
middle of the eighteenth and the middle of the nineteenth cen-
turies that turned the world upside down. This brief book by an
economic historian explains how and why such a revolution took
place. Among the causative forces were the progress of agricul-
ture, an accumulation of capital ripe for investment, a rising labor
supply, the presence in eighteenth-century society of energetic
entreprencurs free to try their luck, and a mental climate that
encouraged technological innovation. On the whole, Ashton
thinks, the Industrial Revolution immediately benefited rich and
poor alike. The standard of living went up, and a population al-
ready soaring before the revolution began was adequately fed,
while next door the people of industrially undeveloped Ireland
starved or fled abroad.
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Barzun, Jacques, Classic, Romantic and Modern [1943]
(rev. ed., Boston: Little, 1961. $5.95; Anchor paperback,
$1.45). Originally entitled Romanticism and the Modern Ego,
this little book sums up Barzun’s thoughts about the place of
romanticism in modern cultural history. Barzun sees romanticism
as a liberating, popular, and creative force in early nineteenth-
century life. The French Revolution and Napoleon, along with
the savage self-criticism of the Enlightenment by its own philos-
ophers, had swept away the classical culture of aristocratic
Europe. The romantics sought “to create a new world on the
ruins of the old . . . in the knowledge that man is both creative and
limited, a doer and a sufferer, infinite in spirit and finite in action.”
Barzun is also the author of Darwin, Marx, Wagner: Critique of
a Heritage [1941] (2nd ed., Garden City, N.Y. Doubleday,
1958. Anchor paperback, $1.95), which attacks all three men as
subverters of romanticism, who sought to replace its liberal ideals
with a soulless animal determinism.

Baumer, Franklin L., Religion and the Rise of Scepticism
(New York: Harcourt, 1960. Harbinger paperback, $2.45).
From the perspective of intellectual history, the hallmark of
“modernity” is the abandonment of religious faith by most of the
thinking people in our society, a desertion much more obvious in
the European context than in the American. Belief has been
replaced by a corrosive scepticism that not only denies the old
creeds but attacks the possibility of faith itself. The rise and
subject of a deeply impressive book by the Yale intellectual his-
torian Franklin L. Baumer. Most of it is devoted to unbelief (and
the agonized search for new faith) in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, but Baumer also delves into the origins of scepticism in
the thought of the Renaissance, the Scientific Revolution, and the
Enlightenment. Voltaire and Hume, Comte and Mill, Nietzsche
and Freud are all here, together with scores of other modern
minds, including such relatively smaller fry as Aldous Huxley,
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tell us about the spiritual temper of our time.

Berlin, Sir Isaiah, Karl Marx: His Life and Environment
[1939] (3rd ed., New York: Oxford, 1963. Galaxy paperback,
$1.95). Even those who find Marxism repellent can hardly
deny that it has been one of the two or three most influential so-
cial philosophies of the last hundred years. Berlin's short biog-
raphy of Marx is crisp, authoritative, and brilliantly written. He
puts his deep knowledge of political theory to good use in analyz-
ing the sources of Marx’s world-view and in explaining what
Marx himself taught. A lively history of both Marxist and non-
Marxist socialism is Edmund Wilson's To the Finland Station
[1940] (rev. ed., New York: Farrar, 1972. $15.00; Anchor
paperback, $2.95).

Brinton, Crane, The Anatomy of Revolution [1938]
(New York: Random. Vintage paperback, $1.95). Brinton sup-
plics in this popular book a comparative study of one type of
modern political revolution, the revolution that promises libera-
tion from tyranny in the name of freedom and equality. His four
examples of democratic revolutions are the English of the 1640’s
and 1650’s, the American of the 1770’s and 1780s, the French
of the 1780’ and 1790s, and the Russian of 1917-24. “When all
necessary concessions are made to those who insist that events in
history are unique, it remains truc that the four revolutions we
have studied do display some striking uniformities.”

Bullock, Alan, Hitler: A Study in Tyranny [1953] (rev.
ed., New York: Harper, 1964. $10.00; Torchbooks paperback,
$4.75: abridged ed., Perennial paperback, $1.50). Adolf Hitler
may have been the worst man who ever lived. But one does not
earn such a distinction easily, and understanding the man who
earned it is a formidable task. The best political biography of
Hitler is Alan Bullock’s. Because of the central position of
Hitler in the history of the National Socialist party and, after
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1933, of National Socialist Germany, this book doubles as a
history of the Third Reich, Bullock does not sell Hitler short. By
at least 1938 “he exercised arbitrary rule over Germany to a
degree rarely, if ever, equalled in a modern industrialized State.”
At the same time, he won an empire comparable to Napoleon’s.
Only in a country as strong as Germany could Hitler have gone
so far, but he alone “provided the indispensable leadership, the
flair for grasping opportunities, the boldness in using them. . . . It
took the combined efforts of the three most powerful nations in
on Hitler, or the Third Reich, but Bullock has done his job with
thoroughness, accuracy, and perception. Further light is shed in
David Schoenbaum, Hitler’s Social Revolution: Class and Status
in Nazi Germany, 1933-1939 (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday,
1966. Anchor paperback, $1.95), and Richard Grunberger,
The Twelve-Year Reich: 4 Social History of Nazi Germany
(New York: Holt, 1971, $10.00; Ballantine paperback, $1.95).
Of less value is William L. Shirer’s best-seller, The Rise and Fall
of the Third Reich (New York: Simon, 1960. $12.50; Crest
paperback, $1.95).

Collier, Richard, Duce! 4 Biography of Benito Mussolini
(New York: Viking, 1971. $12.50; Popular Library paperback,
$1.25). Insecure, bumptious, and vacillating, Mussolini bobbed
to the top of ltalian politics through a mixture of shrewd oppor-
tunism and acting ability. He then led his country into a disas-
trous alliance with Nazi Germany that ruined him and very nearly
ruined Italy. Like most biographies of Mussolini, Duce! is more a
extensively researched. Collier and his many assistants reportedly
traveled 200,000 miles to gather their materials, and interviewed
hundreds of people who lived through the Fascist epoch. The
Mussolini v.ho comes to view in their work was a far cry from the
Great Man he impersonated,
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Deutscher, Isaac, Stalin: A Polifical Biggraphy [1948)
(2nd ed., New York: Oxford, 1967. $13-50; Gajaxy Paperback,
$3.95). No one is ever likely to succeed in makjng a Blamorous
or romantic figure of Joseph V. Stalin. The late ygaac Deutscher
was not about to try. A former CompUniist, horpn /R Poland,
Deutscher was one of the wisest students Of Sovje¢ histOry in the
Western world, but he admired Leon Trotsky too Pfﬂfﬁundly to
be able to treat Stalin with anything like Warmgy, Th secret of
Stalin’s astonishing rise to power in Soviet Rygsia, Deutscher
contends, was his mastery of the details of Party maMagement,
“Like none of his colleagues, he was 1I‘ﬂmersed in the party’s
daily drudgery and in all its kitchen cabals.” Qpce ifStalled in
power, he guided the Soviet nation through its second Bolshevik
revolution, the forced industrialization and Cﬂllegtlwzﬂtlﬂn of the
post-1929 era. Later, he led Russia to vic!Ory in world War Two
over the legions of international fascism, But thyoughout, he re-
mained a mediocre man, of limited mtﬁnlgence Wlih()ut ideas
of his own, a party hack armed with t0tal poyer, Who mever
swerved from using it, heedless of the costs. Desplts it strongly
anti-Stalin bias, this remains an impoftant st,gy of the dic-
tator’s rise to power. Deutscher has also Writtey, 5 thf®e-volume
biography of*his hero Trotsky; see especially e firt volume,
The Prophet Armed: Trotsky, 1879-1921 (Ney, york: Oxford,
1954. $10.95; Vintage paperback, $2.45).

Eyck, Erich, Bismarck and the G¢rmay gmpite [1941-
44} (abridged ed., New York: Macmillaf, 195 Naftﬁn paper-
back, $1.95). A pD]ltlEEﬂ refugee from the Thig Ré‘Qh Erich
Eyck sought in his studies of Bismarck 50Me of the fineteenth-
century sources for the weakness of GerMan liheralis™. Admit-
ting that the results of Bismarck’s action$ were “«moré far-reach-
ing than those of any other statesman of his tine » EYCk never-
theless saw Bismarck as the agent of a diSastroyg traﬂsfm‘matlﬂn
“of the spirit and mentality of the Germaf peopj, » THe ruthless
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methods he employed to unify and rule Germany left the German
people ill prepared to govern themselves or behave responsibly
in the world community after his departure from public life.
“Under Bismarck’s leadership the German nation had become
united, strong, and powerful. But the sense of freedom and in-
dividual independence, of justice and humanity, had been la-
mentably weakened by the politics of power and of material
interest and by the personal régime which the Iron Chancellor
had imposed upon his countrymen.”

Falls, Cyril, The Great War: 19/4-1918 (New York:
Putnam, 1959. Capricorn paperback, $3.25). Cyril Falls fought
in the first World War, on the British side, and spent most of the
rest of his life studying its history, He wrote this book not only
to provide an accurate account of what happened but also to
“show what the war had meant to my generation . . . to com-

For all the killing and suffering caused by the war, it was
not in Falls's judgment a cynical affair, The soldiers of every
army fought bravely, patrioticaily, with purity of motive and little
cruelty. Nor can he accept the familiar postwar “myth” that “the
military art stood still.” On the contrary, “most of the belligerents
. .. threw up leaders notable for skill and character” and numer-
ous technical innovations made a difference in the fighting. This
anti-debunking approach is bound to irritate some of his readers,
but one thing is certain. The Great War is great military history.
It covers all the fronts, on the land, in the sea, and in the air, and
it is beautifully written. Also, do not miss Barbara Tuchman's
Pulitzer prizewinner, The Guns of Auvgust (New York: Macmil-
lan, 1962, $8.95; Dell paperback, $1.25), an absorbing account
of the decisive opening weeks of war in 1914.

Greene, John C., The Death of Adam: Evolution and Its
Impact on Western Thought (Ames, lowa: Iowa State U, P.,
1959. Paperback, $2.95). This is a careful study of the origins of
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evolutionary thought in the history of science from the late
seventeenth century to the middle of the nineteenth., Although
Charles Darwin deserves credit for the theory of evolution by
natural selection, Greene shows that he could not have developed
it without the earlier speculation and research of men such as
Robert Hooke, the comte de Buffon, James Hutton, Charles
Lyell, Jean de Lamarck—and his own grandfather Erasmus
Darwin. See also Loren C. Eiseley, Darwin’s Century: Evolution
and the Men Who Discovered It (Garden City, N.Y.: Double-
day, 1958. Anchor paperback, $2.50), and Gertrude Himmel-
farb, Darwin and the Darwinian Revolution (Garden City, N.Y.:
Doubleday, 1959. Norton paperback, $2.95).

Harcave, Sidney, Years of the Golden Cockerel: The
Last Romanov Tsars, 1814-1917 (New York: Macmillan,
1968. $12.50). Harcave borrows his title from Prshkin’s fable
about a ruthless tsar whose kingdom is guarded by the magic
of a golden cockerel. In the end, the bird pecks his ungrateful
master to death. Russia under the last Rom:novs, Harcave sug-
gests, was a land not unlike that of the poet’s tale. Although the
collapse of Romanov Russia cannot be blamed on her tsars alone,
their deeds counted for something. “Their freedom was limited,
and, as the years passed, it narrowed. Yet the manner in which
they exercised it, their motivations, their intentions were factors
in determining the fate of the dynasty and the monarchy.” Re-
grettably for the Russia they sought to preserve, they lived too
much in the shadow of the past. Despite good intentions, each of
the last five tsars “led the dynasty a step closer to its disintegra-
tion . . . by adherence to unrealistic principles and a too meager,
too belated sharing of power,”

Hayes, Carlton J. H., A Generation of Materialism:
1871-1900 (New York: Harper, 1941. $7.95; Torchbooks pa-
perback, $3.25). Carlton Hayes was primarily an intellectual his-
toriar, the author of pioneering studies of nineteenth-century na-
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tionalism. Here he furnishes a general interpretation of the last
three decades of the nincteenth century in Europe. He sees them
as the “climax of the Enlightenment™ with its cults of scicnce
and progress, but also as a period of growing faith in warfare as a
legitimate instrument of state policy. Although the “generation of
materialism™ was singularly frec of warfare among the Great
tionalism and national imperialism. The long peace did not create
habits of peace.

A Generation of Materialism is part of The Rise of Mod-
ern Europe series. You may also wish to read the next volume
in the series, recently published, which continues Hayes's story
to the outbreak of war in 1914: Oron J. Hale’s The Great Illu-
sion: /900-1914 (New York: Harper, 1971, $8.95; Torchbooks
paperback, $3.25).

Hibbert, Christopher, Garibaldi and His Enemies: The
Clash of Arms and Personalities in the Making of Italy (Boston:

mantic figure of Giuseppe Garibaldi is no longer well known
outside Italy, but his part in the unification of Italy was crucial.
Hibbert has given us a fast-moving sympathetic account of his
life that unites accuracy of detail with the fluency of historie:l
fiction. Garibaldi, as Hibbert points out, “was not a clever man,
He was more inclined to be ruled by instinct than by reasoning.
very lack of cliiaroscuro in his vision, this certainty unclouded
by doubt, had always been the main source of his power and of
his influence.”

Hobsbawm, E. J., The Age of Revolution; /7591848
(Cleveland: World, 1962, Reprinted by New York: Pracger,
$10.00; Mentor paperback, $1.50). Hobsbawm, a young Marx-
ist historian at the University of London, gives us an interpreta- -
tive study of the “dual revolution” (in industry and politics) of
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the years from 1789 to B8R "the preatest trangformation in

human history -inee the reriete times when men invented agricul-
In the lonyg

L1 ]

ture and metallurgy, -yriting, the <ity and the state”
run, this transformation has created the modern world. Tn its
immediate impact, it produced the triumph of capitalist industry
and middle-class liberal society, which occurred first in Britain
and France and soon spread to other parts of the globe. The first
part of Hobsbawm’s book follows the main developments in the
dual revolution, the second part sketches the kind of society it
fostered. Hobsbawm ranges widely through such topics as agri-
culture, parvenu careerisny, the labonng porr, ideology, the arts,
and science. His writing is wrisp. his insipas are fresh, and he
avoids the tedious tectoring and slogancering that too often spoil
Marxist historiograplay.

Hughes, H, Stuart, Coptemporary Europe: A History
[1961] (3rd cd., Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice, 1971
$10.95). Of the many textbooks of twenticth-century European
history, this one by the Harvard intellectual historian 11, Stuart
Hughes clearly leads the pack. It refuses to get bogged down, as
do most of the others, in detailed chronicling of the political his-
tory of thirty European countrics. Instead, it clects the more
difficult strategy of trying to identify patterns of development
spanning several countries or the continent as a whole, Not that
narrative history is entirely abandoned, Where it is most needed,
to trace the course of the world wars, the Russian Revolution, or
the rise of fascism in Italy and Germany, Hughes supplies it. But
most of his book is interpretative history at its best, Of special
value are the chapters on “Technology and Society,” “The Cul-
tre of the 1920',” and **European Civilization in Crisis.”

Juckson, Gabriel, The Spanish Republic aud the Civil
War, 1931-1939 (Princeton: Princcton U. P, 1965, §15.00
paperback, $3.45). The Spanish Civil War of 1936--39 has at-
tracted novelists, journalists, painters, film-makers, and histor-
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faan i great e bers [ wasa tiagedy of cpic proportions, cost-
in gmere harnhadla million lives The intervention of Italy, Ger-
many .. Russize, arad vduritee 1s frope other countries converted it
int sahyost 2 dress rehersal of the second World War, But
above all Il was zh ewent iy Spauiske his torw, a right-wing revolu-
tion agnigst the demovragic repullic established in Spain in 1931,

[r2 this detailed higeory of Spain in the 1930%s by an
A aerdeqre st denttof both medicval ind moden Spanish history,
we gy in the kind of pcrspe’c:tiirsth at azmy atempt to understand
th ¢ Spani sh Civil. War rwqu ires”, Ja ckson sees the period of the
Republic and the Civil War 28 “a great burst of encrgy motivated
by primarly Jeq fisticeauses,” alli g co pind similar explosions
in the eatly his lory of Spain-th ¢ reedicval reconquest and
a= simAkGon el M oor th Andalusia, e Christianization of Amer-
ica, the |ede ship of the Comte.Refemeation, the fierce resist-
arxe mowited aginst Napoleoa in 18408, Eager to bring back-
ward Spainirto ghe mockerm Europ<an world, the leaders of the
Rapublic rie d 1o dex oo much | too fast, But the failure of the
Republic andd the comimg of the Civil War, Jacksoa contends,
were rop evilab e, ror clo they prosve chat Spaniards are incapa-
ble of perlitical cemacranty, Amsother exce Hent book, livelier in
stsle, dlih ougl s adeqente in scholarship and grasp of Spanish
history, js Hugh Thomas, The Spanish CEvil War (New York:
Harper, 1 961 .§1 2.50, Colophonpagerbuck, $3.45).

1 oz, Lauraee, The Lo Fuses A2 Interpretation of
the Origirss of World War [ 119651 (2rd ed,, Philadelphia: Lip-
pitcott, £971. %450, pyperbad, $2.45». Lafore assigns the
gruatest shareof responssibility £or the War of 1914 to the long-
standi ng cparre] Bereseere Austria-H ungary and Serbia. He writes
a <lea 1yl calorful Tistory of the origing of the Awustro-Serbian
coeflicl, traciog i £ back through the evemts of halfa century to its
sourees 2 the multi-mtiong 1 co nposition of the Habsburg mon-
ar chy . which reraderod Bt falally valperable to the intrigues of
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serbian nationalism . 'This was the one problem that was “neither
negotiable nor repressibke’™ during the international erisis of the
summer of 1914, A whole library of books has been wrilten
about the origing of the first World War, but this to my min is the
best. Representative exeerpts from the historiographical debate
on the war's origing are available in Dwight E. Lee, ed,, Thae Qut.
break of the First World War; Who or Whar Wag Respoansihle?
[1958] (3rd ed.. Boston: Heath, 1970, Paperback, $2.25).

Lefebvre, Georges, The French Revolution [1930] (2
vols.. New York: Columbia U.P., 1962-64. $12.00 and $ 10.00;
paperback, $3.45 cach). In France, the history of the French
Revolution s o major scholarly inclustry, with jes gwn journals,
societies, and university ¢ hairs. Here a former holder of the chair
i the history of the Revolution at the Sorbonne sums up his life”s
work. Lefebvre strongly sympathized with the aimg of the more
radical leaders of the Revolution. As a socialist, he Jooked on the
Thermidore:in reaction of 1794 with candid disapproval. But his
treatment of the whole revolutionary decade to 1799 i genzerally
fair-minded. and we can be grateful to the translators for muking
this important book avaitable in English. A shorter and sorie-
times livelier study of the same years is Cranc Brinton's A D ecade
oi Revolution: 7789—/799 (New York: Harper, 1934, $7.95;
Torchbooks paperback, §2.45),

Levi, Albert William . Philosophy and the Modern World
(Bloomington, I'nd.: Indiana U.P.. 1959, Paperbuck, $5 45).
Levi has written a sophisticated history and critique of the main
currents of twenticth-century Western thought. The academic
philosophers examined incEude Bergson, Deswey, Russell, Carpap,
Jaspers, Sartre, Moore, Wittgenstein, and Whitchead. There are
also chapters on historical thought (Spengler and Toynbee), psy-
choanalysis (Freud and his fellowers). political and economic
thought (Lenin and Veblen), and the revolution in physics (Ein-
stein and Planck ). In addition, Levi provides twao stimulzting
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introductory essays on “fragmentation” and the conflict between
“rationality and irrationality” as problems in modern thought,
viewed in historical perspective, “The intellectual crisis of the
modern world,” he notes, “is the heritage of the unresolved con-
flicts of the cighteenth and nincteenth centuries.” His book s
the best guide available to the intelfectual history of twenticth-
century Europe.

Markham, Felix, Napoleon ( New York: New American,
1964. Paperback, $1.25). There have been relutively few bi-
ographies in English of the emperor from Corsica, He was a curi-
ous mixture of enlightened reformer, upstart military dictator,
and would-be builder of a new Roman empire. Even if he had
succeeded in conquering Gurope, Markham doubts that his em-
pire “‘could have lasted more than a few years.” But for the his-
tory of France, Napoleon’s career wus decisive, “The legal, ad-
ministrative and social institutions which he stamped on France,
still roalleable from the fiery furnace of the Revolution, remain
the lasting menument to his genius.” This is a compact history of
Napoleon and his times, sensible and well written, with a hand-
sote collection of paintings and cartoons of the Napoleonic era,
For a still briefer account, see Herbert Butterficld, Napolecu
[1939] (Collier paperback, 30.95). A first-rate history of Na-
poleonic Europe is Geoflrey Bruun, Europe and the French Im.-
perium: /799-1814 [1938] (2nd ed., New York: Harper, 1957,
$7.95; Torchbooks paperback, $2.25 ).

Moarehead, Alan, The Russian Revaolution (New York:
Harper, 1958, $7.95. Perenninl paperback, $0.95). Based in
part on reseiarch in the secret arehives of the German Foreign
Office, this widely read history of the Russian Revolution argues
that “'the Germans played an important rofe in bringing Lenin
and the Bolsheviks to power.™ About half of it is devoted to the
Jramatic events of 1917-18, the rest to the backgrounds of the
Revolution in earlier Russian history. Moorchead’s prose is
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charged with witality, and this is good popular history, but for
more scholarly aecounts, consult R, V. Daniels, Red October:.
The Belsfwvik Revolution of 1917 (New York: Scribper, 1967,
Faperback, 33.45). and the detaifcd narrative in E.H, Carr, The
Bolshevik Revolution, 79771923 (3 vols., New York: Macmil-
lan, 1950-53. $7.50 each; 3 vols., Penguin paperback, $2.25,
$2.435 andd 52.45).

Morzzé, Charles, ‘The Trimnph of the Middle Classes: A
Stewly oof Feropearn Values in the Nincteenth Century [1957]
(Cleveland: World, 1967, Anchor paperback, $2.95) . *The year
1900 was a wonderful one, when men were proud to be middle-
class, and (- be Enropeans, ‘The fate of the whole world was de-
cicded around green baize-covered tables in London, Paris or
Berin, .. . S0 much power had never before been concentrated in
so few hands within so small an area of the globe, Tt way the age
of triumph of the Furopean middle €lasses. This book sets out to
expliin how this power was builtup.™

So bepins Charles Moraze's social and ceconomic history
of ninetee nth-century Europe. A few paragraphs Jater he lets the
cntout of the bag. “The middle classes of nineteenth-century Eu-
rope conquered the world not because they were middle class or
European. but because they were more capable than their prede-
cesseers, of than leaders in other parts of the world, of exploiting
the technical weapons put into men’s hands by the progress of
science.” Bourgeois Europe's monopoly of science. pure and ap-
plied. did notlast long. By the end of the nineteenth century, the
Unijted States and Russia had already begun to challenge her
world leadership. Asia was soon to follow. But while it lasted,
the ascendancy of bourgeois Europe was sormething to behold.
The old courtly sacicty founded on privilege disappeared forever,
and nothing could be the same again. Thisis a lucid study of how
science, industrial and political revolution, the rise of the middle
dass. and the new imperialism of nineteenth-century Europe
work ed together to make the modern world,
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Palmer, R. R, The Ape of the Democratic Revolution: A
Politicdl Histors of Egrepe and Amoerica. 17601800 (2 vols.,
Princeton: Princetony UP, 1959-64, $13.50 cach; paperback,
$2.95 each, Abridged and revised as The World of the French
Revolation, New York: Harper, 1971, $8.50; Torchbooks pa-
perback, $2.95). R. R. Palmer suggests that the sevolutions of
the ast third of the cighteenth century in Europe and America
constituted a single tans-Atlantic revolution. It was a “‘demo-
cratic revolution,” an assault on the power of aristocracies and
the institutions through which aristocracies sought to control the
sociopolitical order, The American Revolution was onc expres-
sion of this lurger move ment; Palmer sees the struggle in Aunerica
as much more than a war for nadonal independence. The Trench
Revolution was another expression, But one can also see the dem-
veratic revolution at work in the birth of a new radicalism in
Britain, and its campaign to reform Parliament; and in anti-cstab-
lishment political movements that erupted cven before 1789 in
the Lowlands, Geneva, Ttaly, and clsewhere, Palmer’s first vol-
unie, entitled The Challenge, studies the pertod from 1760 to
1792, In the second volume, The Struggle, he offers aninterpreta-
tive synthesis of the internutional democratic revolution of the
1790%, when radical hopes for a new France came to fulfillment
and similar hopes blazed in almost every country in Europe. De-

~mocracy suffercd many sctbucks in the years that followed, but

“all revolutions since 1800 . . . have learned from the eiphteenth-
centuiy Revolution of Western Civilization, They have been in-
spired by its suceesses, echoed its ideals, used its methods.”
Palmer, R. R, and Joel Coiton, A History of the Modern
World [1950] (4th cd., New York: Knopf, 197i. 31 1.95). This
is one of the most successful college textbooks in publishing his-
tory. Its success is well earned. Although it weaves in material on
the Americas, Asia, and Africa, and opens with several chapters
on the Middle Ages and the early modern centuries, it remains
primarily a history of modern Furope, stressing the development

ibho
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af urapean civilization as a whole, Polities form the core of con-
onomic, and

corny, but there is wlso generous coverage of sockal, ¢
cultural history. Best of all, T think, arce the book™ suecinet, pro-
vocative generalizations, which never reach the “eosmic” level,
but do help the student gain aelearer understanding of the major
trends in modern European and world history.

Pinson, Koppel 5., Modern Geemany: {1y History and Civ-
dization [1954] (2nd ed., New York - Macmillun, 1960, $10.95) .
Pinson’s history of Germany since the French Revolution is an
exeeptionolly fine college textbook, Readers will find it valuable,
abave alt, for ity teatment of ceonomic and gultural history, A
fimal chapter covers the Adenauer e, See also Hajo Holborn's
A History of Modern Gernatays 870 1205 (New York: Kaopf,
164, $10.50).

Robertson, Priseilla, Revoletions of 1848: A Social His-
ory (Princeton: Princeton U, 19520 1100, paperback,
$205), "No ane.” writes Priseilla Robertsen, “has ever num-
beved the revolutions which broke out in Europe in 1848, Count-

i ihose o the smadl German states, the Talinn stdes, aned the
provinees of the Austrian Empire, there must have been over
fifty.” She linnts her study to just a few. The big one in France
aitries five chapters, the revolutions in Germany three, with ten
more chapters for Vienna, Hungary, Milan, Rome, and Venice.
Yot all these revolutions seemed (o achieve nothing. They
aroused pathological fears of mass vielenee in the propertied
chises and led to fratricidal confliet between the two revolution-
ary clissest the hourgeoisic and the workers. “Qut of 1848 and
its struggles no important new freedorn was wrested. ., After
18485 classes and nattons played power palitics, eoch unashamed
to gt what it could cach for itsell with very little thought for the
common welfare of society.” The Tast bitter harvest of the [ailure

of likeral democracy wis reaped in the twentieth century, when
Europe resorted to total wars and total states in u desperate effort
to solve the problems leftunsolved in 1848,
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Stavrianos, L. 5., The Balkans since 1453 (New York:
Holt, 1938, 515,75 ), As a graduate student, T began my work in
the ficld of Bulkan history, nnd soon deserted it for greener pas-
tures. One reason for my desertion js probably that L. 8. Stavri-
anos hadd not yet published The Balkans yince 1453, At the time,
no comprehe nsive survey of Balkan history in English was avail-
able, except for a sudly outdated volume by Ferdinand Schevill,
The Balkans are a fascinating and beautiful corner of Europe,
but they include so many countries and languages so little known
to most Americans thut we need ol the help we can get in under-
standing them, Stavrianos, in this definitive general history, stud-

revolutiopary nationalism (1815-1878), and the history of the
Balkan states (Greeee, Serbin/Yugostovia, Albania, Bulgaria,
and Rumania) sinee their winning of independence, to the end
of the second World War, He furnishes o huge bibliography, and
awell chosen assortment of plates and maps.

Stearns, Peter N, Europesn Sedoty in Upheaval: Social
History since 1800 (New York: Macmillan, 1967, $7.95; pa-
perback, $4.95). As the swdy of history enters the 1970, it
seems clear that the field with the highest growth potential is so-
cial history. The scandalous indifference of older scholars to such
topics as population, class and family structure, schooling, social
mobility., urbanization, the rites of life and death, and the status
of women is now being correcled, Peter Stearns is a good example
of the new breed of social historians, and Ewropean Society in

Upheaval is a clearly organized and comprehensive outline of
modern European social history from the French Revolution to
the present day. Throughout, he centers his analysis on the im-
pact of demographic growth and industrialization on both rural
and urhain society. “The basie fac of European history since
[ 80O hax been un unprecedented social upheaval,”™ an upheaval
that has “left its mark on overy aspeet of modern European

history.”



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

150) » BOOKS IN WORLI HISTORY

Taylor, A. I. P., 'The Habsburg Monarchy, 1809-1918:
A History of the Austrian Empire and Austria-Hungary [1942]
(rev, ed., New York: Macmillan, 1948, Reprinted by New York:
Humanitics, $5.50: Torchbooks puperback, $2.45). The one
Great Power in Europe that hardly any American student of
history knows is Austria, There is no market for books about her,
because she has now dwindled to the size of Portugal or Bulgaria,
and plays no role at all in contemporary international power
struggles. But for almost four centuries, Habsburg Austria ruled
central Europe.

In this excellent study by A. J. P, Taylor, one of a smail
handful of good books available in English for any period of
Fabshury history, we follow the decline and fa!l of Austrian
pow.r from the appointiient of Prince Metternich as foreign min-
istes in 1809 to the final dissolution of the empire in 1918, Taylor
does not buy the argument of many Austrophiles that the em-
pire had a chance of succeeding. Inan age of independent nation-
states. Habsburg Austria was o hopeless anachronism, a bundle
of lands held together oniy by the imperial crown and the superior
position granted to its German (and after 1867 also its Hungar-
jan) citizens. The subject Slavs, Rumanians, and others were not
to be appeased. “Inevitably, any concession came too late and
was too litthe; and equally inevitably every concession produced
more violent discontent, The national principle, once launched,
had to work itself out to its conclusion.”

Taylor, A. I. P., The Origins of the Second World War
(New York: Athencum, 1961. $6.95; Premier paperback,
$0.95). The most controversial of Taylor's mary books is this
one, in which he challenges the generally accepted doctsine that
that broke out in 1939. On the contrary, says Taylor, there is no
hard evidence that Hitler seriously planned a gencral European
or world war. To be sure, he sought to nullify the hated Treaty
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of Versailles and restore Germany to the ranks of the Great
Powers, as any Gernman statesman in an age of unbridled nation-
alism would naturally want to do, and as many Western ob-
servers agreed he had the right to do. But the war that came in
1939, “Far from being premeditated, was a mistake, the result on
both sides of diplomatic blunders.” Only in 1941, after success
on the Western front had gone to his head, did Hitler turn this
accidental war into a bid for imperial conquest on a grand scale,
by atacking his former ally Soviet Russia,

Taylor has drawn as many hostile critics as a side of beef
left out in the sun will draw flies, but he may well be right. The
horror of Nazi wur-time policies in occupicd Europe should not
Blind us to the fairly conventional realitios of the international
power game played between 1936 and 1940, Sce also J. W,
Wheeler-Bennett's Musich: Prologue to Tragedy (New York:
Duell, 1948) and Laurepce Lafore, The End of Glovy: An Inter-
pretation of the Origins of World War 11 (Philadelphia: Lippin-
cott, 1970, $5.95; paperbuack, $2.45).

Tuchman, Barbara W., The Proud Tower: A4 Portrait of
the World before the War, 1890-1974 (New York: Macmillan,
1966. $7.95: Bantam paperback, $1.45), “The Great War of
1914--18 lies like a band of scorched earth dividing that time
from ours. . . . This book is an attempt to discover the quality of
the world from which the Great War came.” Tuchman’s interest
centers not on the diplomaiic crises beloved by political historians
but on the texture of European and American society in the quar-
ter-century that preceded 1914, It was a proud, vital, explosive
socicty, happy for the rich, full of frustration for the poor. It was
also a guilty society: “a phenomenon of such extended malig-
nance as the Great War does not come out of a Golden Age.”

The Proud Tower is a1 musterpicce of popular history. Tt
includes vivid sketches of prewar English political life, the
Anarchist movement, the Dreyfus case, the Hague peace con-
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ferences of 1899 and 1907, the career of the German composer
Richoed Stranss, and the sacinlists of the 18901914 era, Fuch-
man closes with a Tateful scene: the assassination in a Paris café
of Jean Juurcs, He had worked harder than any other leader of
international socialism to persuade workers not to fight in the
cvent of a new “eapitalist™ war, He was shot on July 31, 1914,
and World War One began the next day.

Von Laue, Theodore H.. Why Lenin? Why Stalin?: 4
Reappraisal of the Russine Revolution, 19001930 [1964] (Znd
ed., Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1971, $3.95; paperbuck, £2.45).
This is 2 book of special imporiance to students of world history.
It views 1917 not only as an cvent in Russian and European his-
tary, but as the first in @ new category of revolutions, “the revoly-
tion of the underdeveloped countries.”™ Von Laug bases his con-
tention on o fuether point: Russin was not, despite all her efforts
since Peter the Great, a Western country, The peculiar Western
combination of private and local initiative with national political
discipline that made possible the rapid industrial progress of
countries like Fagland and France did not exist in tsarist Russia
and could not exist in the Ryssia ruled by Lenin and Stalin, State
planning and coercion had to accomplish alone the tasks shared
in the West by the “private seetor.”™ Tsarism itself had initiated
this revolution of modernization when Sergei Witte served as
Minister of Finance ¢ 18921903 ) under Nicholas 11. Lenis and
Stalin finished what Witte had begun, and with the same basic
instrument: the power of the omnipotent state. Marxism played
no part at all after 1917, except as window dressing to help lure
unwary customers into the shop.

The implication for today’s world is abvious. “Having
pioneered the technigues of social control for the adopting of
western technology, the Russian Communists can justly profer
the gist of their experience 1o other peoples who find themselves

161
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in. similar straits, As a model of limited scope, they have not been
unsuecessful. Among the countries risen to statchood after the
end of World Wayr I, we find hardly one which . . . has not de-
liberately copied some feature of the Soviet system.”

Woodham-Smith, C. B., The Keason Why [1954] (2nd
cd., New York: McGraw, 1971, $7.95; Dutton paperback,
51.95). Woodham-Smith’s problem in this modern classic of
mililary and social history is to explain one of the great fiascos
of alf times: why n brigade of British light cavalry was ordered to
attack a position heavily defended by Russian artillery during the
Crimean War, “Theirs not to reason why,” wrotc Tennyson.
“Theirs but to do and die.” The pointless doing and dying, the
author discovers, can be understood only by making a careful
study of the personalitics of the British commanders involved
and the system by which commissions were acquired in the
British army. Her analysis is convincing, her story-teliing
powers are formidable,

Wright. Gordon, The Ordeal of Total War; 719397945
(New York: Harper, 1968. $8.95; Torchbooks paperback,
%2.75). The twenticth and last volume in The Rise of Modern
Europe serics, Wright's history of the second World War com-
bines economy of means with breadth of view. In just over 300
pages, he narrates the military and political history of the war,
analyzes the economics of total war, discusses the contributions
of propaganda and science, surveys German rule and under-
ground resistance in occupied Europe, and sums up the impact of
the war on politics, socicty, thought, and culture. Not to mention
a 35-page bibliographical essay! He offers no startling or bold
new interpretations of the war, but he leaves his readers with no
doubts that its “destructive impact on the continent of Europe
probably ¢xceeds that of any previous disaster in the modern era.”
At the same time, carly postwar fears that the war marked “the
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end of the European age™ have turned outto be premature. A
quarter-century after the conflict, one can no longer be sure that
Furope as a major locus of power and of high culture is extinct;
s of 1945 had failed to take nccount of the recupera-
of an old continent.”

the Jeremiah

tive powers
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Anyone standing in the ruins of Berlin or Leningrad or Hiro-
shima in the autumn of J943 might have been tempted to wax
melancholy about the fate of the modern world. Despite all the
growing, all the democryiizing, all the industrializing, European
civilization and its zealous imitators 1. the other continents had
managed to blow themselves up in an orgy of killing that wull
defies statistical analysis, In the future one could reasonably ex-
pect another calamitous postwar depression, another rouad of
fascist tyrants, and, finally, buclear Armageddon,

Instead, western Furape recovered, the most devastated
countrics just as swiftly as the least devastated. Soviet Russia,
which suffercd the worst losses duting Hitler's war, also returned
to buoyant health, The persecuted Jews staggered to theiy foet
and some of them built the long-dreamed Zionist national state
in Palestine. The United Staves, where the Great Crash of 1929
had started, went from peak to peak under administrations of
bath partics, Japan, whose industry was almost wiped out, be-
came an cconomic superpower and surpassed all but a few West-
ern countrics. An cnfeebled, feudal, warlord-ridden China
changed almost overnight inte a feared and respected “people’s

« 155
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democracy.” The colonial populations of Asia and Africa threw
off their white masters in wars and movements of national libera-
tion that rival in heroism the struggles for independence of old
America or old Europe. Fascism has not revived. The third
World War has riot happened.

So far, su good. But of course the history of the world
since 1945 has not been all roses. The other side of the picture
is the Cold War and the unchecked nuclear arms race; the widen-
ing gap between the industrially advanced and the industrially
retarded countries; the first signs of an ccological crisis that may
nullify all the gains of technology; a continuing uneasiness of
spirit among all scgments of the world’s peoples; and social,
economic, political, and cultural change still happening too fast
for institutions or ideas to keep pace with it, Any fair-minded
person looking at the world since 1945 in the context of the early
1970°s can say only one thing; it is still too carly to be sure. We
have won a temporary reprieve from disaster, but as any Greek
tragedian could tell you, things always look best just before the
fall.

in this lust chapter, the problem of finding suitable books
becoric i little more difficult again. The number of indubitable
classics shrinks. This is unavoidable. But I strongly believe that
the study of world history cannot stop at this or that mysteriously
chosen date. World history never stops, and the world historian
(bless his tired feet!) cannot afford to stop running, We must
cven spare a little time in our studies and in our courses for an
earnest consideration of the “foresecable™ future—which, in due
course, will be just as dead and gone as the past we try to call to
life today.

Barruclough, Geofficy, An Introduction to Contempo-

rary History (New York: Basic, 1965. Penguin paperback,
$1.45). Barraclough contends that Europe’s once dominant role
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in wordd afaicshams ervded, Hewinds up the “modern” or “Euro-
pezn” ¢ra i the g arly 1960's, bul thee beginning of the end came
in the 1890, wheen the new scientdfic industrialismm of the late
nirxtcenth ceituey  dod  trznsforpmed  Ewropean society and
Europesha d reiched out to gathe rthe rest of the planet under her
wing. Sinct ste could reot retain pioropolistic control of her
science grl technology, #he povaers she set frec at the close of
the nimete enth cettuy Were imnvit ably acquired by America,
Afzica. gn { Auia, In plage of the rodern age came the “con-
tereporary ” or “postmiocken ™ age of dowolonization, mass de-
meeeracy, and ane v axtand [Lieralre of social commitment. “Be-
tween the Suesz erisis of 1882 and dhe Suez crisis of 1956, the
wh«el turpnad fall ¢ irele; and jm theip cerval the transition from one
period of distary to amother took plice.” Middle-class Europe,
wit hher drearyseli-erehanted aestheles, prancing fascist fuhrers,
and losfty <olonial. administrators, tatd ccased to matter. “The
Euzopenn 4 . -is oves, gnd with it che predominance of the
old Euzopemn seal<s of values.”

Bouding, Kermcth E, The Meming of the Twentieth
Cemtury: The Grear Transitiore (Mew York: Harper, 1964,
$5.00; Collophmon paperbaxk, $1.95). This short book supplies
in icisive anilys is of peese nt tend encics in world civilization
ind i series of warnings and pr<scriptions for the future. -
Boeldimg regards the tvertiech cenpmry as “the middle period of
i geeat trypsitien jm thestate of the human race.” Just as human-
kin«d nmde the trangiton from barbarism to civilization some
five thomusa 1d ywears ago, s now itis making the transition, pow-
tred by ppodeEn s<icrate, to “posciwilized society,” a world of
uteniz tiors, planet -wick loyal ties.and th< rule (Boulding hopes)
of prac ¢ oril reasoen,

Brown,. W, Noman, The Upiifed States and Endia, Pakis-
lan, Bangladesh [ 1953) Crev . ed, Cunbridge, Mass,: Harvard
UP, 1972 .51 5.00; paperback, 33.9°5). Except for a chapter on

1 06



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

158 = BOOKS IN WORLD HISTORY

U.S. relations with: the subcontinent, this is a study of modern
I'ndia and Pakistan: their traditional heritage, the effects of Brit-
ish rule, the movernent for independence, and their postwar his-
tory. Three-quarters of the book deals with the postwar period.
Incvitably, much of Brown's narrative centers on the partition of
British India into two hostile states, with its tragic Accompani-
ment of race riots and mass migrations of peoples on a scale that
stuns the mind. The partition “struck the subcontinent where it
lived. It disrupted its cconomy, its communications, its admin-
istration. It weakened its defense. It divided it into mutually
antipathetic and suspicious nmations, with a clashing cultural dis-
cord inherited from a long past. . .. It was, in fact, a subconti-
nental disaster,” Brown also examines the domestic politics of
India and Pakistan, their social problems, cconomic life, and for-
eign affairs, The current edition includes an account of the emer-
gence of the newly independent state of Bangladesh, formerly
East Pakistan. ‘

Brzezinski, Zbigniew K., The Soviel Bloc: Unély and
Conflict [1960] (rev. ed., Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard U.P,
1967. $15.00; paperback, §3.75). Briezinski's aim in this book
is to study the rclations among the states of the Comumunist
“carp” since the second World War. His special inlerest is the
interaction of Communist ideology and the political institutions
of the Communist countries. The Sino-Soviet conflict, he writes,
has been for international Communism *“a tragic disaster, com-
parable in some respeets to the split in ¢ iristianity several cen-
turies ago.” Peking now rivals Moscow, and most of Russia’s
former satellite states have become “junior allics.” Soviet power
remains, but only as one actor among several in an increasingly
¢ aplex international system.

Crankshaw, Edward, Kkrushchiev: 4 Carcer (New York:
Viking, 1966. $7.50; Compass paperback, $2.75). N. S,
Khrushchev for nearly a decade filled the power vacuum Ieft by
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the death of Joseph Stalin. Under his rule, Russia was ‘“de-
Stalinized,” the Hungarian revolution was suppressed, new al-
liances were forged in the Caribbean and the Middle East, China
eft the Soviet bloc, Soviet provocations in Berlin and Cuba
threatened to ignite World War Three. better relations were estab-
lished with the United States, Sovict control of castern Europe
was relaxed, and Russia amazed the world by gaining a long lead
in the “space race.”

The British journalist Edward Crankshaw’s biography of
the man at the top was not, one suspects, the most difficult book
in the world to write. Very much unlike Stalin, Khrushchev imade
1o mystery of himself. Unsophisticated, colorful, outspoken, by
wrns ruthless and humane, he lingers in memory like a Russian
Harry Truman. Crankshaw gives him only linited credit for the
betier features of his regime. Although he became, at the end,
something of a real statesman, Khrushchev remained the pris-
oner of his own past. “He moved backwards into the future, try-
ingtostand at bay, but always giving ground to the forces he him-
self, o his own greater glory, had unloosed.”

Eichelberger, Clark M., UN: The First Twenty-Five
Yew.s | 1965] (4th ed., New York: Harper, 1970. $5.95). The
author of this short book on the work of the United Nations is one
of the U.N.’s staunchest defenders. He dees not mince his words:
during the last quarter-century, “‘the decisive factor for world
peace has been the United Nations. It has made the difference
between the uneasy peace in which the world has lived and a
third world war,” Even the Cuba missile crisis, Eichelberger
fecls, would have ended in war without the intervention of the
Sccurity Council and the good oflices of Sccretary-General
U Thant. His book reviews the peace-keeping role of the U.N.;
studies its record in disarmament, human rights, and economic
and social assistance; and recommends ways of making it sig-
Tnificantly stronger in future years.
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Emerson, Rupert, From Empire to Nagion: The Rise to
Self-Assertion of Asian and Africanr Peoples (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard U.P., 1960. $12.00; Beacon paperback, $2.95). This is
not so much a history of the collapse of European imperialism
as an analysis of the pattern of nation-building in postwar Asia
and Africa. The key development in Emerson’s view has been
the tise of 4 Luropean-type nationalism. The West has lost its
colonies but it “has scored an extraordinary triumph in that it is
more than ever the model to which other countries look in their
drive for development.” Summarizing the Afro-Asian response
to the West, Emerson discerns three phases : an initial xenophobic
reaction aguinst everything Western, illustrated by the Boxer
Rebellion and the Mahdist revolt in the Sudans a period of self-
humiliating acceptance of Western ,uy fority; and the “nation-
alist sy nthesis™ of recent decages, »hen Asians and Africans have
recovered pride in their heritage, but wut the same time seek to
follow the Western example by veloping modern industrialized
nation-states. On the whole, nationulzsm has been a constructive
force, but Emerson hopes that the new nations will not “follow
the ruinous course of their cantankexous predecessors upon the
national stage” by engaging in vicious fratricidal wars.

Falk, Richard A., This Endangexed Plunct: Prospects and
Proposals for Hieman Survival (Mew York: Ranoom. =77,
$8.95; Vintage paperback, $2.95). Richord A. Fulx iz a pioles-
sor of international law at Princeton, and « major Rgure in con-
semporary thinking about world legak and political order. In this
vitally important book, he reaches beyond the problems of inter-
national law to asscss the crisis in our civilization us a whole: the
threats posed by " the war system,” hut also the towciing dangers
of world overpopulation, the depletion of natural rosources, and
the genetal deterioration of the envirommicttis iile-support sys-
tems of “‘spaceship carth.” He sketches designs for a new world
order that could bring these dangers under control without necs-
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sarily creatiﬁg a world government in the classic sense of the
terim. More radical prescriptions may be studied in two books
of my own: W. Warren Wagar, The City of Man: Prophecies
of a World Civilization in Twentieth-Century Thoughr ( Boston;
Houghton, 1963. Penguin paperback, $1.65), and Building the
City of Man: Qutlines of a World Civilization (New York : Gross-
man, 1971. $10,00; Freeman paperback, $3.25).

FitzGerald, Frances, Fire in the Lake; T/he Vietnamese
and the Americans in Vietnam (Boston: Little, 1972, $12.50).
“Fire in the Lake” is the ciassical Chinese image of revolution,
from the I Ching or “Book of Changes.” Throughout this illami-
nating study of the Vietnam war and its place in Vietnamese his-
tory, the author stresses the rootsof the conflict in the political and
intellectual traditions of the Vietnamese people. She finds that
even the Communists, both in the North and in the South, fit the
ancient mould closely.

The first half of her book reviews the history of Vietnam
and the outbreak of the revelution in South Vietnam during the
Diem regime. In the second half, she follows the Americanization
of the war from the Kennedy years to the spring of 1971. The
massive U.S. presence in South Vietnam, she believes, made
eventual national unification under revolutionary leadership all
the more certain. The Americans “destroyed the economic base”
of the South, as well as the regional political groups that held out
aguinst unification. “They have . . . fluttened the local ethnic,
religious. and cultura! peculiarities bereath a uniform, national
disaster,” Soon the time will arrive *for the narrow fame of
corruption and disorcer of the Arr<rican war” Good uccounts
of the earlier war against the French are availsble v Fllen 1,
Hammer,The Struggle for Indochina, 1940-1955: Vieman and
the French Experience [1954] (rev. ed., Stanford: Stanford U.P.,
1966. $10.00; paperback, $2.95), and Bernard B. Fall, The Two
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Viet-Nams: 4 Political and Military Analysis [1963] (3rd ed.,
New York: Pracger, 1967. $10.00).

Hatch, John, A History of Postwar Africa (New York:
Praeger, 1965. $10.00; paperback, $3.95). “The African po~
litical revolution has been the most dramatic international phe-
nomenon since the war, Within a few years more than thirty new
nations were born.” Several others have come into existence since
this book was written, but it remains a convenient survey of the
politics of liberatiz:1 in postwar Africa. Hatch sees the African
independence movements as primarily “anti-colonial,” not “na-
tionalist.” Nationalities in the European sense were not a feature
of the African political landscape, but African politicians chose
to accept the boundaries drawn by the colonial powers “rather
than confuse their movements by trying to define new national
units.” The way was ld by Ghana, which achieved independence
in 1957. “It was Kwame Nkrumah and his culleagues,”” Hatch
notes, “who had both set the compass and forced the pace.” For
the problems faced by the new African countries since the win-
ning of independence, two excellent books are Basil Davidson,
Which Way Africa?: The Search fora New Society [1964} (3rd
ed., Baltimore: Penguin, 1971. Paperback, $1.95), and Ruth
First, Power in Africa (New York: Pantheon, 1970, $10.00;
Penguin paperback, $2.95).

Hopkins, Harry, Egypt, the Crucible: The Unfinished
Revolution in the Arab World (Boston: Houghton, 1970.
$10.00). Most Westerners are infected, as Harry Hopkins points
out, by a new anti-Semnitism aimed net at Jews but at Arabs, and
above all at the people of Egypt. Admiration for Tsrael and fears
for her safety in the face of Arab threats of extermination make
it almost impossible for the typical Westerner, fewish or Gentile,
to understand the Egyptian point of view in the Arab-Israeli con-
frontation or to look with any real sympathy on the achievements
of Arab socialism in Egypt since the revolution that sent King
Farouk packing in 1952,
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In a vivid account of Egyptian history in the postrevo-
lutionary generation, Hopkins gives his readers a chance to see
“the other side” of the argument, to rectify “the more persis-
tent distortions of the lens through which we have lately been in
the habit of sceing the Arab world.” Most of his book is devoted
to s tudies of the political, social, cconomic, and cultural modern-
izatiox of Tgypt under Nasser, which he compares favorably to
the progress made by Israel during the same period. There are
also several chapters on Egyptian-Israeli relations. Throughout,
Hopkins tends to agree. althongh not slavishly, with the policies
of the Nasser regime. He favors the establishment of a multina-
tional state in the eastern Mediterrancan, a new Levantine state
purged of “narrow nationalism™ and Zionist apartheid, in which
Jews, Christians, and Muslims can work together toward com-
mon goals.

Hurewitz, J. C., Middle East Politics: The Military Di-
mension (New York: Praeger, 1969. $11.50; paperback, $4.95).
During the Middle Ages, in both Christendom and Islam, states
were created by warriors, Only in the nineteenth and early twen-
ticth centuries did the miodels of the “bourgeois” and “prole-
tarian” state emerge, polities made and run by civilians, although
they sometimes had to stage a violent revolution to win power.
Even Lenin, Stalin, Mussolini, and Hitler were civilians. In the
post-1945 world, there has been—perhaps ominously—a trend
toward military states once again, not only in Latin America,
where they were common in the nineteenth century, but in
Africa and Asia as well.

In this comprehensive survey, J. C. Hurewitz looks at
the phenomenon of military paolitics in the Middle East since
World War Two. He explores its roots in the Islamic and Euro-
pean traditions, studies the impact of the Cold War, discusses
armies as agencies of social change in the Middle East, and
furnishes a country-by-country review of political-military in-
teraction in eighteen Middle Eastern states. Only three of these
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are found to be “non-military republics” (Israel, Lebanon, and
Tunisia), and one of the three (Israel) is aptly labeled a “gar-
rison democracy.” This is a brilliant and sophisticated book, in
which the author skillfully integrates political, military, social,
economic, and even intellectual history.
Lukacs, John, A New History of the Cold War [1961]
(3rd ed., Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1966. Anchor paper-
- back, $2.50). The Cold War, writes Lukacs, began in 1945-47
when Germany and most of Europe were divided into American
and Sovict spheres of influence. Stalin seized the opportunity to
create an empire of satellite states in his sphere, moved not by
considerations of Marxist ideolosy but by an expansive Russian
nationalism that the United States at first naively tolerated and
then hastily sought to counter. The struggle reached a turning
point in 1956, when the United States refused to risk general
war to save Hungary. In 1962 Soviet Russia showed a similar
disinclination to fight for her missile bases in Cuba. Since then
the Cold War has undergone “decrystallization,” thanks to the
nuclear balance of terror, the rift between Russia and China,
and the gradual corrosion of the Iron Curtain as the eastern
Europcan people’s democracies liberalize their regimes and re-
store trade links with the West.
A Hungarian who cemigraied to the United States in
1946, Lukacs makes little attempt to conceal his anti-Commu-
nist, anti-Russian bias. The Western position is also forcefully
stated by David Rees in The Age of Containment: The Cold
War, 1945-1965 (New York: St. Martin’s, 1967. $5.95; paper-
buack, $2.25). The Soviet view receives a more favorable read-
ing in D. F. Fleming, The Cold War and Its Origins, 1917-1960
(2 vols., Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1961. $17.95 the set).
Myrdal, Gunnar, Asian Drama: An Inquiry into the
Poverty of Nations (3 vols., New York: Twentieth Century,
1968. 3 vols., Pantheon paperback, $10.00 the set. Abridged as
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An Approach to the Asian Drama, Metliodological and Theo-
retical, New York: Random, 1970. Vintage paperback, $3.95.
Shorter abridgement by Seth King under original title, New
York: Pantheon, 1972, $10.00; Vintage paperback, $1.95).
This is the sort of book that will use up every rainy day of your
vacation, and perhaps a few of the sunny ones, too. Abridge-
ments are available, but the complete work with its three volumes
and 2,284 pages, written by the eminent Swedish economist
Gunnar Myrdal in collaboration with a large staff of research
workers and consultants, is the most ambitious public report
ever filed on what some people would call the number one
problem of the postwar era: the steadily widening gap between
the rich and poor nations of the world.

In spite of its length, Asian Drama does not cover all
the “underdeveloped™ countries. Myrdal limited his attention to
South Asia—India, Pakistan, Ceylon, Burma, Malaya, Thailand,
Indonesia, and the Philippines. Within this area, the Indian ex-
perience is studied with special thoroughness. Political prob-
lems and economic realities are the topics of the first volume;
the second investigates cconomic planning, labor, and popula-
tion; health, education, and welfare are surveyed in the third.

Myrdal suggests that solutions for Asia’s poverty will not
be found unless ail concerned realize that “the basic sczial and
cconomic structure of the countries of South Asia is radically
different from that existing in advanced Western countrivs.” He
attacks the short-sighted and ignorant aid policies of the West
and the failure of leadership in the underdeveloped countries
themselves. His pmpas'ais for chapxe are summed up in a
more recent book, The Challenge of World Poverty: 4 World
Anti-Poverty Program in Outline (New York: Pantheon, 1970
$8.95; Vintage paperback, $2.95), which also reviews the main
points made in Asfan Drama.

Myrdal, Jan, .and Gun Kessle, Chincese Journey (New
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York: Pantheon, 19645, $9.95; Beacon paperback, $2.953). Tn
1962 two Swedes—the writer Jan Myrdal and his artist-wife Gun,
Kessle—were given permission to spend a year living in a small
village in northwestern China. During this time, they also traveled
in Inner Mongolia and on the Burma Road. Chinese Journey is
an impressionistic report of what they saw, with photographs by
Kessle and notes by Myrdal. “The pictures,” Myrdal admits,
“are the most impottant part of the whole; my text is based on
the diary 1 kept during these journeys, This is no ‘objective’ de-
scription. It is personal. But not private.”

Paton, Alan, The Land and People of South Africx
[1955] (rev. ed., Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1972, $3.95). Sowvh
Africa's best known writer, the author of Cry, the Beloves
Country, introduces the Republic and its people. Although
billed as a juvenile, this is a book that has much to offer readers
of any age. Concise, accurate, and fair-minded, but with many
personal observations scattered along the way, it is perhaps the
best short guide to life in the Republic of South Africa now
available.

Ruiz, Ramon E., Cuba: The Making of a Revelutior
(Amherst, Mass.: U. of Mass. Press, 1968. $6.00; Norton
paperback, $1.65). Many Americans see Cuba today as little
more than a bridgehead of world Communism in the Western
hemisphere. But the Revolution of 1959 was an event in Cuban,
as well as Communist, history, Ramon Ruiz has writen a
straightforward study of the political, economic, and ideological
background of Castro’s rise to power, from the nineteenth
century onward. The Cubun revolution, he points out, “repre~
sented no sharp break with the past.” Even the tactics of guerrilla
warfare adopted by Castro's forces in 1956 “followed a blueprint
that dated back to the nineteenth century.” Ruiz also stresses the
importance of anti-Americanism in the Cuban political tradition,
Cuba’s long dependence on the United States “had a deleteviouns
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cffect om the Cubun mind. It engendered frustration and rage,
especially among the young, over the island’s inability to “:avel
alone on the road to nationhood.” The texture of Cuban life since
1959 is studied in Rolando E. Bonachea and Nelson P, Valdés,
eds., Cuba in Revolution (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1972.
Anchor paperback, $2.95). ’

Qafran, Nadav, The United States and Israel (Cam-
bridge, Mass.: Harvard U. P., 1963. $8.50). Like most other vol-
umies in Harvard's excellent but mistitled series The American
Foreign Policy Library, Safran’s has little to say about the United
States. Only two chapters deal specifically with U.S.-Israeli
relations~and in view of Israel’s close ties with America, these
are chapters that might appear in any general book on Israel.
Safran begins with a discussion of the historic Jewish claim to
palesting, the dynamics of modern Zionism, and the political
arigins of Isracl from the Balfour Declaration to 1947. In the
chapters that follow, he examines the country and its people, the
pattern of politics, economic life, national defense, and foreign
» policy. He has also written From War to War: The Arab-Israeli
Confroatation, 1948-1967 (New York: Pegasus, 1969. $10.00;
paperback, $2.95), a comprchensive history of the Arab-Israeli
crisis that includes a full account of the Six Days’ War of 1967.

Sampson, Anthony, The Anatomy of Europe: 4 Guide
ter the Workings, Institutions and Character of Contemporary
Western Europe (New York: Harper, 1969. $7.95; Colophon
paperback, $2.45). What are au pair girls? How does the Com-
mon. Market really work? What is European television like?
Why are the left-wing parties in trouble? Who are Europe’s
campus radicals and what do they want? In which European
countrics is the most English spoken? These are a few of the
many questions you will find answered in Anthony Sampson'’s
survey of western Europe in the 1960’s. Although it is full of
intercsting bits of miscellaneous information, tnc book also has
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4 more serious purposc: to measure the extent of western
Eurcre's progress toward integration in the postwar era. The

s .oty is also the uaderlying theme of a strikingly
oo « .uch shorter volume, The European Renaissance

(945 (New York: Harcourt, 1970, $6.95; paperback,
$%.53), by the French cducator and historian Maurice Crouzet.

Schram, Stuart R., Mao Tse-tung (New York: Simon,
1967. $7.95; Penguin paperback, $1.65). Schram’s biography
of Mao is far from definitive. A career like Mao's, which spans
more than half a century, and occupies a place in Chinese his-
tory comparable to the place in Russian history of Lenin and
Stalin combined, cannot be digested in a book of 350 pages. But
Schram is a serious scholar, and his interpretation of Mao’s
thought and character rings true. He concentrates, wisely
enough, on Mao's years us a revolutionary leader, leaving only
three chapters for the period since 1949.

The man who takes shape in his narrative and analysis is
4 tough, intransigent, willful warrior, an cxponent of “military
romanticism,” an cxtreme nationalist whose “primary concern
femains, as it has always been, the fate of China.” In sharp con-
trast to the Russian revolution, which was led from the first by
the Bolshevik party created by Lenin, the Maoist revolution has
been dominated by the Chinese Red Army. Muo himself has
always displayed a “guerrilla mentality,” never forgetting that he
came to power by building an army from the flesh and blood of
the Chinese masses. and by using it skillfully in wars against
both Chiang Kai-shek and the Japanese that lasted nearly twenty
yeurs. War for Mao Tse-tung is “the supreme adventure and
the supreme test of human cour~ = and human will.” For a bi-
ography more sympathetic to gifted Chinese writer,
see Han Suyin, The Mornir b dao T'se-tung and the
Chinese Revolution, 1893--1654  Boston: Little, 1972, £12.95).

Scton-Watson, Hugh. The East European Revolution
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[1951] (3rd ed., New Yaork: Pracger, 1956. $6.50; paperback,
$3.95). From the American and western European point of
view, the one indisputable and unforgivable crime comnitted by
Stalinist Russiz after 1945 was its forcible conversion of Prland,
Czechoslovakia, and seversl other eastern European cowateics
into Bolshevized satellite states. Hugh Seton-Watson’s book,
written during the coldest years of the Cold War, is still & useful
summary of the revolutionary changes imposed on the countries
of eastern Europe betweeny the end of World War Two and the
death of Stalin. It opens with a study of the social and political
structure of eastern Europa before 1939 and a detailed account
of its participation in the war, Scton-Watson then turns 10 the
period after 1945: the seizure of power by Communist regimes
in Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria, Yugo-
slavia, and Albania; econgmic recovery and state planning; so-
cial and religious policy; and the machinery of government.

Snow, Edgar, The Other Side of the River: Red China
Today (New York: Random, 1962, Revised as Red Ching To-
day, New York: Random, 1970. $20.00; Vintage paperback,
$3.45). Edgar Snow is famous as the American correspondent
who was the first Westerer: to interview Mao Tse-tung during
the civil war of the 1930's between Mao's Communists and the
Nationalist government of Chiang Kai-shek. His Red Swr over
China [1937] (rev. od., New York: Grove, 1968, $10.00; Black
Cat paperback, $2.45) is an important document in the early
history of Chinese Cotnniwnism. In The Other Side of the River,
he gives his impressions of five months of travels in Maoist China
in the summer and antumn of 1960. He visited fourteen of
China’s twenty-two provinees, interviewed more than seventy
leaders including Mao and. Chou En-lai, and returnvd with
enough material for a shelf of books.

As may be expectad, he liked most of what he saw in the
new China. He does not doubt that Mao is a dictator, but he
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remiide s that i 0 coirneee did not rob the Chinese [eo-
ple ol iny e, o oo possessed. The present pov
croment s pei oo sk bane oo ditferent and lesser
or prender deyree,” o b aly wsed s seawer Tor more e

liphtened i, and with Lo ter results, G the COFTUPL Ly ranny
itoverthrew, In addition to reports of his inlerviews with Mao smnd
Chou, Snow Lakes us through Twetories. comnnines, schools,

apartment buildings: discusers the oarts leadership, minoritics

policies. culturad life: and woele el This s a sympathetic,
entertaining. encvelopedic, but uis ¢ aorirait of contemporary
€ hine,

Squl Tad, The Voo - of ftevolution: Latiin Avierica
Todav—an: 1 Crrow [1003] vy, o Yorks Praceer,

Fotn g eversible sociar revolution cakiie place In post-
wit Datin: Scqericn, wriles “Iad Srzale, ar denocracy’s urpent

v solve ity basic

chiallenge oo temonstrate that a free woo 5
social, o, and ceonomic problems as -+ 1l us or better than
i Communio police state.™ This is @ respect. + carnalist's report
on Latin Avicven in the 19500 and carly 1961 s—democracy
and dictatorshi, population growth, the survival of mass poverty

and colonial fen-fafism, the Cuban Revolution, and the Alliunce

for Progress. Although recognizing the need for rapid sociovc .-
nomic change, Szule agrees with the architects of John F, Ken-
neds " Lating American policy that sucls change must come
about “democratically,”™ He applauds U.S. efforts to contain
Castroism and stimulate cconomic growth through coliubora-
tion with liberal, reform-minded, middle-class sovernments such
as that of former President Eduardo Frei in Chile.

Werth, Alexander, De Gaulle: A4 Political Biograply
ENew York: Simon, 1966, $7.50; Penguin paperback, $1.65).
In a book on modern Franee published in 1956, Alexander
Werth deseribed Chorles de Gaulle ws i noble anachronism.”
v biography, writt:n while the General was serving as the
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first president of the Fifth Republic, he plodly eaty hiy waords,
De Gaolle might like to “imperonae the heir of the aid Kings
of France.” bui he also “wants to be the ruler of o thoroughly
modern and efficient State™ and he had above all “moved with
the times.” Werth especially admires de Guulle’s foreign poli-
cies: his disengagement from Aleeria, bis advocucy of decol-
onization and rapprochement with Russia and China, his denun-
ciation of American impeiialism in Indochina. Most of the book
is concertied with de Gaulle's return to power after 1958, but
there are also several chapters on the carlier phases of his ca-
reer, Werth is not an academic seholar, and lease of all a “psycho-
historian,” but he writes political journadism of the highest
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{150y
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Davidson, Basit, The v Lreniiny (1.260)

Diavidsom, B Africo o Hisrory (125)

Deutscher. aue, Stalin (133)

Dorn, Walter L., Competition for Empive: 174017648 (14

Eltiott, 1. . . Lperial Spain: T469-17 10 (99

Fmerson, Rupert, From Fapive to Nation (160

Falls, Cyril, The Great War 19141918 (139)

Fisher, Sydney N., The diddle East (80)

FitzCGerald, Vrances, Fire in the Lake (161)

Friedrich, Carl 1., The dpe of the Barogue: 1610-1660 (105}

Garraty. john A., and Peter Gay, eds., The Colwnbin History of the
Waorld (40)

Gy, Peier, The Enlightennient (106)

Gibhon, Fdward, The Decline and Foll of the Romen Empire (59)

CGiitbeon, Charles, Spain in Amesica (115)

Gowdrich, 1. Carrington, o Short History of the Chinese People (09)
Gioattan, C. Hartley, The Soutinvest Pacifie (120}
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Hlerring, Hubert, A History of Latin America (115)
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Hughes, . Stuart, Contemporary Furope (142)

July, Wobert W, A History of the African People (1.28)

witto, H. D. F., The Greeks (60)

Koestler, Arthur, The Sleepwalkers (108)

Langer, Williamy L., ed., An Encyclopedia of World History (39)

Lefebvre, Georpes, The French Revolution (144)

Lewis, Bernard, The Arabs in History (B3)

L.ukacs, John, A4 New History of the Cold War (164)
MeMNaug cenncth, The History of Canada (110)
Mcteill, Wilham H., T/ Rise of the West (15)

MeMeill, William H., A roorld History (16)

Mattinigly, Carrett, The Armada (100)

Morazé, Charles, The Triumpli of the Middle Clusses (146)
NWehru, Jawaharlal, The Discovery of India (78)

Palmer, B. B, The Age of the Democratic Revolition (147)
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Polmer, B, R, cd., Adas of Warld History (41)

Palmer, R. K., and Jocl Colton, A Histery of the Madern World 11-+7)

Parry, 1. H., Tl Age of Reconnaissance (101)

Peterson, Prederick AL, Aacient Mexico (119)

Pinson, Koppel 8., Modern Germany (118)

Pirenne, Henri, Mohammed and Charlemagne (94)

Reischauer, BEdwin O., John K. hank, and Alberi & Craig, A
History of East Asian Civo ation {(71)

Rostovtzell, M. L, Rome (61)

Roth, Cecil, A History of the Jews (55)

Runcimnan, Sir Steven, 4 History of the Crusades 195)

Sagps, H. W, F., The Greatness That Was Babyvlon (50)

Sunsom, Sir George B, 4 History of Japan (75

Scarishrick, J. 1., Henry VI (102)

Schram, Stuart R., Man Tse-tivng (168)

Simpson, besicy Byrd, Many Mexicos (1.20)

Spear, Percival, India (79)

spengler, Oswald, T Decline of the Be - (18)

Toynbee, Arnold J., # Sncdy of History (20)

Tuchmian, Burbara W., The Prowd Tower (151)

Von Laue, Theodore H., Why Lenin? Why Sralin? (152,

wWatt, W, Moentgomery, AMulinimad (86)

Weber, Max, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitulisin (103)

Wedg: ood, C. V., The Thirty Years War (109)

Al WL G, The Qudine of Hisigry (13821, 23)

Vvilson, Join AL, The Burden of Egypt 150

waolf, John B., Louis XTV (111

Wright, Gordon, The Ordeal of Teta! War: 1939=1945 (153}
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