DOCHMAEHT [ESUMEE

B) 133 286 50 009 642

I U 0 A Davis, 0. leg Jra

T IT LB Schaooks of the past @ A Treasuary of Photogra phs.
Fas thack 8.

} RN s | ThioPolta fappo, Blooiagtor, Tnoll

BPUR DAT 76

BT S3p 3 Photayaphs way not reproduce <learly

MVAILABLE FEOM  Phi De lta Kappa, Elgh=h apd Union, Box 789,
Blooningten, Indiana 474601 ($0.50 paper back,
Gls<omt s available)

EDRS PRICE pP- 30, 85 N<C-23.5CG P lus Fosla ge .
D Is<it IPTOR § #hperice d Culdture; Iducational Experience;

#=Ld uca tional Histor y; Educat ional Philosophy;

Ele menta ry Secondary Educatior i Life Style;
*Pphotographs 5 Prinary Sources; *¥Public Schoels;
*5c hopl Inwiromment ; Social Backgroumd; Socdial
Cha nge; So<ial fistory:; Socialization; Traditiormak
Sch-ols; Umited States History

A Bs IRACT
The expericnce of s<hoolipg in America is recalled

t lrough a nmemory—sharing essay and an albunr of photographs. The
intent of the article is to pronpt remders tv Iemember theix personal
scthoolding experiences and zePate thap to the largexr framewoxk 0F
natdonal wemories. The essay, focus ing ou schools at the tuan OoF tle
20t B century, discusses wrbam-rural educational differences, £ield
tI1ips, social mobility, <lassroom activities, assemblies, hot lwunch

p rograns, and the relationship of schools to the American dxeaznh., The
bulk of the album consists of 25 photographs culled £rom the
co0lldections of the Zibrazy of Congyrass and the Farm Security

A dninistration. The photogaphs spam the period 1890-1943 and pPicture
life Zn nunerous types of schocls--mod&ern c¢ity schools, rural
one—room schools, night schools for wyorking doys, cockimg schools fox
Negro girls, and an Indian school. Jeachers and students are shown
per forming many types of classcoon activities, conducting fieid
t1ips, planting gardens, stu@ying music, playing basketball, walting
for the school bus, eatimg hot lulches, and pledging allegiance to

t e flag. (Ruthor/D3B)

e Sk A0k AOK Kok ok ok okl Kok SRk Sk Sk BokR ol ok ok kB %ok ok sk okt ook ksl Bk ol K i o ok ok =
* Docusents acquired by ERIC inclmie many Znformal unpubli-shed

* paterials not available from otlex sources. ERIC nakes every e ffort
* to obtain the best copy available ., Wevertheless, itens of palyinal
x reproducibility axe «often encoultered and this affects the gy lity
* of the microfiche and hardcopy Teprorduct ioms ERIC makes awvailable

* yEa the ERIC Document Reproductiom Service (EDRS). EDRS is pot

* responsible for the quality of th= origizal document. Reprodlctions
* supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the originmal.

s Sk Rk R % s 2ok sl kol ok Bk Sk Aok R e K oK kg Rk ok ko Ok s ookl 1R BOR Ok Bk e g ok Ak ol

LI O




aum Schools of
A Treasur
O. L péyiéi lf,.

I
-
nJd
N
N
—
ot

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



ERIC

Fasibﬂtk 8(‘

Past: = -
hotographs

U5 DEPARTMEN YOFPHEALTH,
EDUCATION 8 WELFaARE
HATIONALL &% FTUTEDF

ECIUT AT jora

O A E R T miA G B BN REPERID-

2 ERACTL Y ax RECEIVE 0 EReag

Trg FEEtenan o f'\D‘:ir\r«u!:\ngH UM i K-

STIRG T Boiagiey, OF v;[wr)anﬁlhlaﬂs

2TafED po MO NE CE: BifeliL Y RE PR -

DEMTOFF IS A HAT ON AL INSTITUTE )

Ehooation Bt NN o POy

Frogs,

- DAE O
P 0 MR TUTE O0E SRy
(SR TN VoA i f o LG pARTED) F¥

"Pb Detta digpat

OFERATNG
¢ t\hf SERITH T ey THAL RGATICHHAG IR
LIRIE T AGH) £ K FIF PITC

Tan R

T4 bR
g ft
srp b fhATTet. oy P
*o pHIC 2 ¥NTEM RE.
AN

[AINTLE T

BTIEUTE n
e

STV IR ETRL] pihe te ToEP o nLRPVERIGET

FH R '

TR




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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0. L. Davis, Jr., Professor of Curriculum and lmstruction at
The University of Texas at Austin, has been a school teqcher and
principal and has taught ot several univessities. Dr. Davis' major
teaching and research interests have been curriculum develop-
ment and its history and the improvement of leaching. He is the
senior author of a major elementary school social studies textbaok
series and was honored in 1974 with the first Citation for Exem-
plary Research in the Social Studies awarded by the MNational
Council for the Social Studies He serves on the Review Council
af the Assaciation for Supervision & Curriculum Development and
is Vice President for Chapter Development of Kappa Defta Pi
and was editar of Perspecrives on Curriculum Development,
1776-1976, the current ASCD yearbook.
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A SHARING OF MEMORIES

l must have been five yiars old and remember that my family
way wdlking 10 high school convmencement. A May evening,
know now; then, it was one of the biggest days of the year. Hat
like Christmas, Maybe it was bigger. It certainly was more formal.
At Commaencerment (what a mouthful for a kindergariner), my
father would award diplomas 1o the graduates. What bigger
event than graduation from high schoolt

That night, 1 walked alongside Dad. Mother trailed us with my
toddling twin brother and sister. 1 must have been talking about
Caommencement, In any event, Dad made me a mighty promise.
“When you graduate. son, vour mother and | will give you a
watch.”

I must have thought about that promise a thousand times.
Cerntainly, Dad and 1 talked about my graduation watch for each
ﬂf the next CJDZF‘H commencements.

The promise was kept, And I still reckan time by school years
and commencements.

Memories are so very personal. | know | recall events and
persons in ways others can never know. And they probably would
not want my images, for mine would displace their own. When we
share our memorics, however, we add rather than substitute,

This album is a sharing of memaries,

My memaories come from my time, my places, They are not
meant 1o be general. They are not meant to relate to everyone's
experiences of schooling. These memories may be phrased out of
undyed hyperbole, or bleached description. For the most part,

:
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they are happy, far most memorics stough their bitter hisks,
their harsh and harbed edges.

This sharing is et within a4 larger memaory. For this is Bicen-
tennial year. A tima to remoember who we are as 4 people, A lime
10 know ourselves not as plastic people, but full-dimensioned. The
Bicentennial celebration writ farge is our f nal recognitions
writ deeplv. And memories help. Of Delaware’s delegate riding
desperate through the night to Philadelphia so that his vote
would make the Declaration of ndependence ynanimowsly en-
dorsed by the Cangress of the thirteen colonies. Of General
McCauliff's epic reply to the Naz commander that he surrender
his encirded airborne  troopers, dNuts.,” Anmed millions maore
memories.

Two centuries of national independence is just eight genera-
tions. Most of us Americans cannot remember our personal his-
in our

tory in this land that long, even if we have the memories
family. We Americans are still newcomars in a New land. We need
to share memories. This Bicentennial seems to underscore most
our political hentages, the warp and woof of institutions and
ideas that helped set us independent and on course and have
helped us maintain our freedom and after strayings, brought us
back to our heading. Such emphasis is not merely appropriate;
it is corredt.

During the years of our independence, we Americans have
lived full lives if not at all times fully. Bicentennial provides an
occasion to grasp for the richness and variety of that fiving. Our
loves. Our rapacity. Our indulgence, Qur arrogance. Our humility.
Our railroads, factories, farms; our shops, churches, seaports.
And our schools.

This sharing is about schools, particularly.

And a major portion 15 4 special collection of photographs
about life in schoals.

All these photographs were selected for this album from the
photographic collection of the Library of Congress.

Just prior to the turn inte the twentieth century, Frances
Benjamin johnson 1ook her camera into schools, particularly the
District of Columbia public schools and Carlisle tndian School,
and emerged with a magnificent set of images. Obviously posed
but, nevertheless, employing her equipment to its lirnits, Miss
johnson’s photographs enable us to know the spartan severity

8 9
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of Carlisle and the rich Fullness of D.C. schools, The quaintiess
of clothing styles detract little from the children and events por-
trayed,

The second large group of photographs were taken from the
extensive Farm Security Administration collection. During the
19305, a perceptive federal administrator decided to document
pictorially the changing American life, particularly but nat limited
to farm folk, Roy Emerson Steyker directed this project. Afrer con-
sultation with many, including Middletown’s Robert Lynd, Stryker
hired some of the most gifted figures in American photography
{and thereby enabled them both to work and, probably, to
survive the depression better). Note the credits, John Vachon,
Gordon Parks, Carl Mydans. Walker Evans. Ben Shahn. Arthur
Rothstein. Dorothea Lange. And more. Only a few of this multi-
tude of excepticnal photographs have been published. And even
fewer of the photographs of children and youth in schools. Those
included in this album enable us 1o see freshly the everydays of
growing up and going ro school in the depression indented days
of the "30s, a time that pockmarked its generation for life.

Until now, almost every one of these photographs has been
stored in cabinets and on shelves. They have been available but
not accessible except w0 a few. Now, thesc views of life in school
are open to millions of Americans. What exhilaration to encounter
real people in times only dimly known! or never known at afl!

So. look slowly through the album. Gaze deeply. May your
memories be prompted in this sharing.

Mother went to Live Qak school. The eldest of the brood, she
rehaarsed the day’s lessons with her younger sisters and brother
as they trudged over two mountains and one creek to their school.
Mainly reading, penmanship, spelling, arithmetic. One year,
Granddad sold a bale of cotton to pay for books. Texts were no
50 expensive; cotton was very cheap.

| remember the Live Oak school building, too. Thirty years
later, the old building was moved to Lometa when seven rural
districts were consolidated and the new school building was be-

‘ing constructed by the PWA, It had two rooms and a pattition

long since squeaked into immobility. My classmates and | huddled
around a potbellied stave to get warm that winter, at least warm
onone side and for a short time,

In those turn of twentieth century days, in such rural schoals,

10°
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geography and history were not ordinary school subjects. Neither
was art or music or manual training. Those were subjects for
city schools, Geography was the county seat, School Creek, Bald
Mountain and Onion Top, Long Cove and McAnelly’s Bend. It
was also the river Jordan, Mt Sinai, Egypt, and Bethlehem.
History was the account of Grandpa Adams' travels from upstate
New York to Chicago to the California gold fields to rocky acres,
the first in San Saba couny to he hemmed by “Lob-wire.”

History was the reminiscences of a family who floated a
covered wagon North across the swollen Red River into Indian
Territory in search of a larger stake and the trip back after the
father decided that with such wild and rough neighbors the
Territory was no place to bring up girls. It was the story of
shepherds watching their flocks by night. It was the deliberate
forgetting of the times when occupying cavalry troops regularly
visited the county and the eruption of dormant stories about los-
ing and winning in a long gray war, mostly about losing.

Schools in that rural America were not concerned at all about
occupational studies. Children went to school when they were not
required to work in the fields. And they learned to plow straight
furrows, to butcher hogs, to sew straight and dainty seams, to
make butter, to dig a well, to repair fences—all as they worked
alongside their parents. They expected to live out their lives much
like their parents,

But most did not,

Railroads, the symbol of the industrial revolution, cut across
the land. For a long time. they carried the abundance of har-
vests and a trickle of manufactured goods in return. Later, they
carried the neople . . . to towns and cities,

Schools in the ﬁrst part of this century served many as a kind
of underground railway from one life-style to another. For many
they were a ticket from rural to urban, if not metropolitan, life.

M@thr:r recalls that she grew bone weary of picking cotton
each fall. Liking school and an eager student, she persisted to
become a teacher. Ten years of summer school at Normal, then
State Teachers College brought a degree. By then, she had ten
years teaching experience and Dad. They met at college one sum-
mer. He was an ex-Gl of the War to End All Wars, a strapping
fellow off an east Texas piney woods farm, without cash or credit
when he arrived at Denton. He milked cows to pay his expenses

1110
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and he ate little. Manual training was one of his teaching fields;
it symbaolized the somoething betier in life that he knew must
exist,

Long looks at the Johnson photographs show schaols unlike
most I've heard about from family and friends. Thaose District of
Columbia schools were city schools. The buildings were well
lighted and spacious, And the children wore shoes. | do recall
atatistics of errollmen and attenclance in ety schools of the era.
Most children did not attend. Work in factaries and mines and
mills was the fare for more children than physiology, rhetoric,
and drawing, mur ' dosy the three Rs, White pupils mainly, if not
absolutely, went o school in districts all across the land. Those
D.C. schoals appear to represent a slice of the staius of the chil-
dren’s parents in (ke federal district and their slow initiation
into professional life. But that comment s already too harsh.

Look for what the D.C. pupils were doing. Notice what they
examined, the materials they used, how they were grouped, and
the like. And remember. These photographs were taken before
Kilpatrick’s Project Method, 1Q testing, Rice's expose of the spell-
ing grind. the Cardinal Principles, and the Progressive Education
Association, Naote how modern and progressive life in school
appears to have been,

And modern it was.

Object Teachiny is so very evident. Field trips took children to
the canal, the Libeary of Congress, the Smithsonian Institution,
and the zon. Pupils used several media (note the mapping) to
gain concepts «  patial relationships. And mathematics was both
practical (measuting) and remote. The simulated office complete
with booths and cages. The detailed drawings in art class and
the carefully drafted penmanship. | am everytime amazed at to-
day's modernity leaping out of the Johnson photographs. And
I wonder how many city children of today (for example, those in
D.C., San Frangisca, New Orleans, and Austin) really have as
abundant a life in school.

Certainly the richness of the D.C. schools sets apart pupils
there fram the experience known by the vast majority of Ameri-
can school children of the day. Few bool s Even fewer other in-
structional materials. Abbreviated schoo. terms. Haphazard at-
tendance. Rude structures, barely equipped. Teachers who had
passed county examination after cighth grade or had completed

12"
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short normal courses or had somehow gained 1 job. And the real
life big boys who cimeto school to terrorize the new teacher
as a respite from laying in crops, some of whom were tamed and
learned to read and returned every time inclement weather or a
tolerant father permitted,

Schools in rural areas and in cities, even dead tradition and
verbalism, have served wp hiope and wisdom and glimpses of op-
portunity. Poor teachers, colorless structures, and a saddie-bag
curriculum have, even 0, ennobled and enabled Abraham Lin-
colns, Gearge Washington Carvers, lyndon Jobnsons, and millions
more. And how much more now with more children and youth
in school, with better teachers, with jmproved curricula, and
with better materialst An answer will corme, but not now. We're
too close to our time, Perhaps four gemerations hence, at our
tricentennial,

Rudolph Flesch would heat up the phonics fuss after World
War I!. Between world wars, however, vocabulary studies and the
measurement movement transformed reading. perhaps the most
dramalic curriculumn change in American history, McGulfey’s na-
tiorial mornls gave wav to Dick and Jane and their carelully
graded voabuliries, sentertce fengths, amd urban stories. In the
face of such progress, maryy remember cills for more relevant
content (everyone did rat live in cifies although the great exodus
from farmis had begun) and notto forget phonics in the rush 1o
teach reading progresively,

! reilly wish | knew how pervasive progrewsivism and its at-
tendant changes became during the '20s and '3 Our histories
don't tell me, and our new histories are very good, Reviewing
bound files of magazines helps, but little. Talking to old timers, |
am impressed that schooling most places was conducted the best
people knew how and that teachers and pupils used materials and
resources, s widely as availuble funds pemitted. By and large,
however, progressivism seemrsed to be something happening some-
place else, like at Teachers College, Columbia, or in California.
Administrative structures and physical plints changed, to be
sure. The junior high s<hool movement expanded, Supervision
grew, Accreditalion drew maore schools onto a conforming mini-
mum. Indoor plumbing became more common. Such events were
progressiive in the sime serve a5 good roads were bullt, And,

13
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yet, many childrer and youth stood in faclds ard tenermenat as
theyel low bus drove by

frogressivism—as we know it from Counts' sliring PEA
spetcte and Rugg and Shoemaker s TFre Child Center-ed School—
apgirently never captured the pradices of mast sthowol Hife. The-
arelcal fine points of texchers leading the consteuction of 2
new social order were igrored by flesh-and-blood teichers who
struggl ed to keep positions which were aviilable and who haoped
they would ot have to continie  discounting their monthly
vouthers, Schools prabably were not child centered, but ac-
counts abound of compasiomate, husmarae teachers who toiled
thatpuapils might learn. 7

life- in schools <hanges, howewver slowly an d haltiregly. But not
all of Idfe, only sorme of it. Parents wenl to schook ten, as now,
and were happy to recoghize the farviliar and true and faithfu l,
even while appluding or ciiticizingsome ofth e ching e

Rermernber separate entrarces for boys ared girls? When  boy's
first becarme memabers of the high schoo! choir? And the year
schooling became a twelve year rther than just an cleven yea!
aff il When the band never had girl members2 And the girls'
basketball team had a better record tham the broys”™ team? No!
many people do remember, now. but such re volutioriry changess
didoceur.

Assemblies were commong lice feat ures of the schezdule Some-
tirres, the event was a regular, the month™s cicu®l appearing
veflriloguist, panist, magician, vorld traveler. Jormetirmes, the
assembly was very special, letter sweater awards, presentation
of perfect attendance or reacding circle certificates, rehemarsals of
conest declamations and debates, a walk from the loal boy
grown into rmin  visiting from Momie, Aulaskeas. Always, singing,
and simging while sanding. And with gus€o. Ann<un<ersents, po
intereosms then. And in schocrl with a higher tax base, orf beter
collected taxes, assemblies feauring motion piclures and cos-
turied pagearis. Assemblies Brought logether eweryone—pupils,
teathe s, janitors (no “custodiins,” then), sorme pare nts, and the
prncipeal,

Hot lunches began o be served in schools, Some rity schools
even served julte of milk to the yoursgese pupils in the rmorning.

| remember the first hot unch at ur cheol—and thee week s
preparing for it 1 think the school rectived surpbis com modities

13
14



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

from the federal government, died millk, eggs, potatees, flowr,
bricom, beans, And the food was cotked and served at schoall
Some= of my clasmates who had seldom biowsght anything for
|unckn ex«ept, maybe, a stone cold biscwit, noww ate a full mey,
Aand 4l of usate hot lunches, In subsecueni yars , | remember
the ““reat” of toking to school 2 sandwich for lunch, 2 rey
chan ge.

Slagars aboundedin school. “Hitch your wagion 20 a star” wis
irorm ¢of My roams il one year. “[Dink milk.” “Arnerfcans A11”
And “Wash your hands after going 1o the restroorn and before
ealing” “That slogan | recall well ¥Ftwas proclamed acos ry
chassroom orse year when we had o indoor plunbing and o
runni ng wwate r. But slogans are important,

And 50 is patiotism and its rituak. Movember 11 ar 171 a.m,
wis =pechil, Old doughboys came toassem bly that day, Specil
music. Pehaps a play. Inevitably, “I n Flanders Field the poppies
grow-.. " And every roomhada fig and we could not beggin
o ur lessors befor esaying the Pledge of AlZegiance,

W ar maide life in schools different.

Claswork halted over the entire natian to lisien to Pressiden
R<osevelt’s address to the Congress on Dertermber 8, 19471 Ny
teicher broughr her radio 1o school so we all could hear the
Presicnt- A teacher shortage erupted ovemight. Two of rmy
texicheers joined the ammy early; one wom an Beft eac hing forwar
time work in a shipyard, One year, the highs sc hoosl Spanish
teeacher vvas the locil Methodist preac her; thee over-drafl-age
daugezist Laug ht chemistry; sever al mothe s—incl uding ry own—
were lred back to the clasroom. Sckop | was dismissed for
registriticon for food ration slamps; teachers wesie Ehe registran,
C hisses competed for recognition in scap iren  drives, scrap
paper drives, savings stamp purchase Cirls kn-ited scurves fer
thee |unio T Red Cross. Fist aid courses, air raid drills (wartirme
substite  for fire dillls), victory gade ns, essay econtests, air-
crit recognition, And there were cturmicu lim casual ties, tow,
Caurses were cancelled beciuse of no tea thews o o equip
ment, Gasolime riioning bit deeply inlo  inte nchwolastic wrm
petitions, athletic and academic. And vwe stud ied for<igr lan.
guiagess and science and mathemilics—e veryhirg—in  some
m easeare as oudr coantribution to Allied victeary,

15
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The FSA photogriphs in this album do not tell a story, They
illuminateary age, ,

Natice the faces of the school children and youth. Happy,
seldom hopeless, Inerested, cirefree, not distraught. The faces
of poor chifdren, of youth with almost no realistic expectation of
prod uctive jobs, !

And look at the times. Grinding- Empty. Threadbare. Dollar-
a-day wages. Dustbowl farms,

In those days, under such conditions boys and girls still went
to school. 50me had no books, some wore the only dothes they
owned, Some were ware at school for the only time of their day.
They read. They recited muliplication tables and computed
the number of square fezet of jymber in the side of a house. They
push-pulled and ovalled through penmanship. They enacted
Columbus’ discovery of the new world, But many had no work-
books and litlle paper. Parents had no money for a second pen-
cil or Chief tablet, And no money for a school picture, the best
photograph of a beautiful girl, byt no money.

Older brothers and sisters regcd Shakespeare and about Ramses
and Harnibal znd probably did not discuss Mussolini’s rout of
Haile Selissie’s spear carriers, the Japanese invasion of Man-
Chufia' or hﬂbna”édl rﬁldﬁlgh[ purgES of Jews in the Reich that
would endure for 2 million years. Vocational agriculture boys
learned how to teriace farmland, plant new grasses, and con-
structimproved feeders.

We look at the photographs in this album and recognize we
have been here belore. We have seen these sights. We have
known that <hild, We aid that in school. Were the clothes or the
color of skin dif ferent, that picture could have been taken today
at any shool, y McKinley Eementary or Murchison Middle
School or Parkershurg High School,

Memories in this album are shared by our recognition of
eventsand persons and limes, Some we never knew. The album'’s
photographs unlack periods remembered by so very few living
Americans. Yet, thos times myst be ours, too, and our pupils’.
We mustnot lose our past. We must know well who we are as a
people and a prafession .

Life in schoals proceeds with steady pulse. Title - programs.
A lph abet curmicyla. Boosterism touting innovation. “Back to the
basics” and “Accountability” schools have known such coun-

1g



terpoint before. Continuing strong and clear, over generations of
teachers in schools (in our family now the third), life in schools
features adults and children and youth at work, at rest, intense,
playful, optimistic, at loose ends, joyful, sad, engaged in learning,
avoiding or postponing learning. Overall, that life is remembered
as learning—about our world and ourselves.

Faith in education has more often flowed than ebbed in our
national life. We have always expected of the schools more than
reasonably could be yielded and berated ourselves for not expect-
ing more.

No hollow faith here. No empty tradition. Rather, life in
schools is the embodirnt of ideals and sentiments shared how-
ever uneasily by millic:s of individuals. Some of us believe that
the public schools have kept Ainerica free. While this claim may
be extravagant, surely schools have helped us keep the Ameri-
can drearns. )

The invitation now is to get inside this album’s photographs.
To see freshly. To sense acutely. To breathe life into words and
images of mind incompletely formed. To recognize your own
memories of schooling past and present. To join in sharing your
life in school with these photographs and words, To add your
special, personal living in schools to the common store,

So, turn the page. And begin to find yourself and your heritage.

=3

In betwien bus routes, Wells, Texas, 1939, Lee.

17

16

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



sard, Grundy County, lowa,
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central 7,r;g-h ‘School, Washington, D.C,
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