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A SHARINC OF N.*

Imust have been five vear old and r menther that my tinnily
was walking to high school (onurioncement, A May evening,
know now; then, It waS one ot the biggest days of the year, 4.t
like Christmas. Maybe it was bigger. It certainly was more formal,
At Commencement (what a mouthful for a kindergartner), my
father would award diplomas to the graduates. What bigger
event than graduation from high school?

That night, I walked alongside Dad. Mother trailed us with my
toddling twin brother and sister. I must have been talking about
Commencement. In any event. Dad made me a mighty promise.
"When you graduate. son, your mother and I will give you a
watch,-

I must have thought about that promise a thousand times.
Certainly, Dad and I talked about my graduation watch for each
of the next dozen commencements.

The promise was kept, And I still reckon rime by school years
and commencements.

Memories are so very personal. I know I recall events and
persons in ways others can never know. And they probably would
not want my images. for mine would displace their own. When we
share our memories, however, we add rather than substitute.

This album is a sharing ot memories.
My memories come from my time, my places. They aie not

meant to be general. They are not meant to relate to everyone's
experiences of schooling. These memories may be phrased out of
undyed hyperbole, or bleached description. For the most part,



they are happy, for most memories slough their bitter husks,

their harsh and barbed edges.

[his sharing is set within larger memory. lor this is Bicen-

tennial year. A time to remember who we are as a people. A time

to know ourselves not as plastic people, but full-dimunsioned, The

Bicentennial celebration writ large is our personal recognitions

writ deeply. And memories help. 01 Delaware's delegate riding

desperate through the night to Philadelphia so that his vote

would make the Declaration ot independent e unanimously en-

dorsed by the Congress of the thirteen colonies. Of Cieneral

McCauliff's epic reply to the Nati commander that he surrender

his encircled airborne troopers, "Nuts." And millions more

meniories.
r centuries of national independence is just eight genera-

tions, Most of us Americans cannot remember our personal his-

tory in this land that long, even ir we have the tnemorie in our

family. We Americans are still newcomers in a new land. We need

to share memories. This Bicentennial seems to underscore most

our political heritages, the warp and woof of institutions and

ideas that helped set us independent and on course and have

helped us maintain our freedom and after strayings, brought us

back to our heading. Such emphasis is not merely appropriate;

it i5 cor rect.
During the years of our independence, we Americans have

lived full lives if not at all times fully. Bicentennial provides art

occasion tO grasp for the richness and variety of that living. Our

loves. Our rapacity. Our indulgence. Our arrogance. Our humility.

Our railroads, factories, farms; our shops, churches, seaports.

And our schools.
This sharing is about schools, particularly.

And a major portion is a special collection of photographs

about life in schools.
All these photographs were selected for this album from the

photographic collection of the Library of Congress.

Just prior to the turn into the twentieth century, Frances

Benjamin lohnson took her camera into schools, particularly the

District of Columbia public schools and Carlisle Indian School,

and emerged with a magnificent set of images. Obviously posed

but, nevertheless, employing her equipment to its limits, Miss

Johnson's photographs
enable us to know the spartan severity
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of Carlisle and the ridi fullness of D.C. schools. The quai okriess
of clothing styles detract little from the children and events ioir-
trayed.

The second large group of photographs were taken from the
extensive Farm Security Administration collection. During the
1930s, i perceptive federal administrator decided to document
pictorially the changing American life, particularly but not limited
to farm folk. Roy [merson Stryker directed this project. Mier con-
sultation with many, including ivlicfdlerown's Robert Lynd, Stryker
hire(l some of the most gifted figures in American photography
(and thereby enabled them both to work and, probably, to
survive the depression better). Note the credits. John Vachon.
Gordon Parks, Carl Mydans. Walker Evans. Ben Shahn, Arthur
Rothstein. Dorothea Lange. And more. Only a few of this multi-
tude of exceptional photographs have been published. And even
fewer of the photographs of children and youth in schools. These
included in this album enable us to see freshly the everydays of
growing up and going to school in the depression indented days
of the '30s, a time that pockmarked its generation for life.

Until now, almost every one of these photographs has been
stored in cabinets and on shelves. They have been available but
not accessible except DO a few. Now, these views of life in school
are open to millions of Americans- What exhilaration to encounter
real people in times orly dimly known! or never known at all!

So. look slowly through the album. Gaze deeply. may your
memories be prompted in this sharing.

Mother went to Live Oak school. The eldest of the brood, she
rehearsed the day's lessons with her younger sisters and brother
as they trudged over two mountains and one creek to their school.
Mainly reading, penmanship, spelling, arithmetic. One year,
Granddad sold a bale of cotton to pay for books. Texts were not
so expensive; cotton was very cheap.

I remember the Live Oak school building, too. Thirty years
later, the old building was moved to Lometa when seven rural
districts were consolidated and the new school building was be-

ing constructed by the PWA. It had two rooms and a partition
long since squeaked into immobility. My classrrotes and I huddled
around a potbellied stove to get warm that winter, at least warm
on one side and for a short time.

In those turn of twentieth century days, in such rural schools,



geography and history were riot ordinary school subjects. Neither
was art or music or manual training. Those were subjects for
city schools. Geography was the county seat, School Creek, Bald
Mountain and Onion Top, Long Cove and McAnelly's Bend, It
was also the river Jordan, Mt, Sinai, Egypt, and Bethlehem.
History waS the account of Grandpa Adams' travels from upstate
New York to Chicago to the California gold fields to rocky acres,
the first in San Saba coun,y to be hemmed by "bob-wire.-

History was the reminiscences of a family who floated a

covered wagon North across the swollen Red River into Indiar,
Territory in search of a larger stake and the trip back after the
father decided that with such wild and rough neighbors the
Territory was no place 10 bring up girls. It was the story of
shepherds watching their flocks by night. It was the deliberate
forgetting of the times when occupying cavalry troops regularly
visited the county and the eruption of dormant stories about los-
i g and winning in a long gray war, mostly about losing.

Schools in that rural America were not concerned at all about
occupational studies. Children went to school when they were not
required to work in the fields. And they learned to plow straight
furrows, to butcher hogs, to sew straight and dainty seams, to
make butter, to dig a well, to repair fencesall as they worked
alongside their parents. They expected to live out their lives much
like their parents.

But most did not.
Railroads, the symbol of the industrial revolution, cut across

the land. For a long time, they carried the abundance of har-
and a trickle of manufactured goods in return. Later, they

carried the people to towns and cities.
Schools in the first part of this century served many as a kind

of underground railway from one life-style to another. For many
they were a ticket from rural to urban, if not metropolitan, life.

Mother recalls that she grew bone weary of picking cotton
each fall. Liking school and an eager student, she persisted to
become a reacher. Ten years of summer school at Normal, then
State Teachers College brought a degree. By then, she had ten
years teaching experience and Dad. They met at college one sum-
mer. He was an ex-CI of the War to End All Wars, a strapping
fellow off an east Texas piney woods farm, without cash or credit
when he arrived at Demon. He milked cows to pay his expenses



and he ate little. Mainual
it symbolized the something h

was me of his teaching fields;
ler in life that he knew 'oust

tong looks at the Johnson pho ()graphs show _chools unlike
most I've heard Amu from family and friends. !hose DistrIct of
Columbia schcarak were city schools. The buildings were well
lighted and spacious. And the children wore shoes. I do recall
qatistus of enrollment and attendance in city schools of the era.
Most children did not attend. Work in factories incl mines and
mills was the low for moie children than physiology, thetonc,
and drawing, MI r Ws', the three Rs. White pupils mainly, if not
absolutely, went o school in dhAricts all across the land, Those
D.C. schools appear to represent d SIICC of the statui ot the chil-
dren's parelm int the federal district and their slow initiation
into professional life. Kit that comment is already too harsh.

Look fur what the D.C. pupils were doing. Notice what they
examined, the materials they used, how they were grouped, and
the like. And remember. These photographs were taken before
Kilpatrick's Project tylvthod, IQ iesting, Rice's expose of the spell-
ing grind, the Cedinal Principles, and the Progressive Education
Association. Now now modern and progre,csive life in school
appears to have been.

And modem it was.
Object TeacH014 is so very evident. Held trips took children to

the canal, the Library uf Congress, the SmIthsoman Institunon,
and the zoo. Pi,hits used several media (note the mapping) to
gain concepts sainial relationships. And mathematics was both
practical (measuting) and remote. The simulated office complete
with booths and cages, The detailed drawings in art class arid
the carefully draheol penmanship. I am everytime amazed at to-
day's modernity leaping out of the Johnson photographs. And
I wonder how many city children of today (for example, those in
D.C., San Franeisw, New Orleans, and Austin) really have as
abundant a life in c.heol,

Certainly the richness of the D.C. schools sets apart pupils
there from the experience known by the vast majority of Ameri-
can school children of the day. Few boot Even fewer other in-
structional materiirls. Abbreviated schoe, terms. Haphazard at-
tendance. Rude structures, barely equipped. Teachers who had
passed county exavination after eighth grade or had completed
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short normal courses or had somehow gained a job. And he real
life big boys who came to school to terrorize the new teacher
as a respite from laying in crops, some of whom were tamed and
learned to read and ret urned every time inclement weather or a
tolerant father permitted,

Schools in rural areas and in cities, even dead tradition and
verbalism, have served up hope and wisdom and glimpses of op-
portunity. Poor teachers, colorless structures, and a saddle-bag
curriculum have, even so, ennobled and ena bled Abraham Lin-
coins, George Washington Carvers, Lyndon lahnsons, and millionS
more. And how much ntore now with more children and youth
in school, with better teachers, with improved curricula, and
with better materials? An answer will come, but not now. We're
too close te Our time. Per haps four generations hence, at our
tricentenn ial,

Rudolph Flesch would heat up the phonics fuss after World
War U. Between world wars, however, vocabulary studies and the
measurement movement transformed reading, perhaps the most
drar;latic curriculum change in American history. NitcGuffey's na-
tional morals gave way to Dick and Jane and their carefully
graded vocabularies, sentence lengths, and urban stories. In the
face of such progress, many remember calls for more relevant
content (everyone did not live in cities although the great exodus
from farms had begun) and not to forget phonics in !he rush to
teach reading progressively.

I really wish I knew hovv pervasive progressivism and its at-
tendant changes became during the '20i and '3N Our histories
don't tell me, and our new histories are very good. Reviewing
bound files of magazines helps. but little. Talking to old timers, I
arn irnpressed that schooling most places was conducted the best
people knew how and that teachers and pupils used materials and
resources, as widely as available funds permitted. By and large,
however, progressivism serned to be something happening some-
place else, like at Teachers College, Columbia, or in California.
Administrative structure s and physical plants changed, to be
sure. The junior high schod movement expanded Supervision
grew, Accreditation drew mere schools onto a conforming mini-
mum, Indoor plumbing beca me more con mon. Such events were
progressive in the same sense as good roads were built. And,



yet, many children and youth stood in fields and tenements as
the MI low bus drove by.

ProgressivismAS we know it from Counts' stirring PEA

speech and Rugg and Shoemaker 's Tbe Child Centered Stheol--
apparently never captured the practices ot rnest school l ife. The-
oretical fine point s of teachers leading the construction of a

nem social order vvere ig nored by flesh-and-blood teachers wire
streggl od to keep positions which were available And whe Fierce
theY vvould not Cave to continue disceun ling their monthl y
v(yrichers. Schools probably mere not child centered, but ac-
coonts abound of compassionate, hLimane teachers who toilee
that piepils might learn.

We In schools changes, however s I owl y an d haltingly. But not
all of life, only some of it- Parents wett to sc hoo Is then, as now,
and were happy to recognize the familiar an d true -and faithfu
even while applauding or criticizing some olth e chang es.

Remember sep.arate entrances for boys and girls? When boys
first becartie members of the high school chair ? Arid the yea'
schooling became a twelve year rather than lust an eleven year
aff air? When the hand never had gi rl members? And the girls'
basketball team had 4 better record than the boys team? Nol
many people do remember, now hut such re volutionary changes
didoceur.

Assemblies were comrnanp lace feat ures of the schedule. Serne-
tinnes, the event was a regu lar, the mo nth's circuit appearing
ventriloquist, pian ist, magician, vorld tr.iwel yr. Sornetirnes, the
assembly was verN speciAl, letter sweater alvards, presentation
of Pectsect attendo.nce or reading circ le cnrtif irate's, rehe-arsals
coolest declamations and debates, a tal k from the local boY
grown into man visiting from Horne, ,&laska. Always, sin ging,
ane singing while standing. A nd 'with gusto. Announcements, he
intercoms then. And i n sChot,Is with a higher tax base, or better
collected taxes, assemblies f eatu ring motion pictures and cos-
turned pageants. Assemblies brought together eweryenepupils,
teachers, janitors (no "custodians," th en), some pare nts, and the
pr incipal.

Hot lunches began to be served in sch ools, Some city schools
even served juice ior milk to tie your-2130st pupils in tie morning.

I remember the first l-sot I unch at eur scheolanrl the week s
prepar ing for it, I thin k the school received surplus corn modifies
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from the federal government, dried milk, eggs, potatoes, fIcrtjr,
bPacon, beans, And the food was cookeei arid served at schcreall
Seme of my classmates whe had seldom' brourght anything for
lunch egreepc, maybe, a stone cold biscuit, now ate a full meal.
And All Of us ate hot lunches. In subsequent yae3r5 , I remember
t he 'treat" ef taking 're school a sandwich for lunch, a real
change.

St ogaris abounded in school. "Hitch your wagon to a star levas

in on e of my- rooms all one year. "Drink milk." "ArnerEcan5 All,"
And 'Wash your hands after going to t he testroont arid before
eating" -That slogan I recall well. I t wa s proclaimed across rny
classreorri one year when we had rio indoor plunnbin g and no
r unn I ng vvate r. But slogans are important.

And s-o is. patriotism and its rituals. novernber 11 at 11 a.ri,
was s-pecial, Old doughboys carne to assern Wy that day. Special
rnusic. Perhaps a play. Inevitably, "I n Flanders Fielcl the poppies
g row_ ," "And every room had a flag and we could not begin
o or Issoris belor e saying the Pledge of AlZegiance.

W ar roade life in schools different

Cl-assvvork halted over the entire nation co listen to. President
Reosevel r's a ddress to the Congress on Decernber 8, 1941 . h.-1y

teacher brou ght her radio to school so we all co old hear the
president- A tea cher shortage erupted overnight. Two of rry
teachers j oined the a rmy ear ly; one vorn an Pelt ieac hing for war.
tine work in a shipyard. One year, the ',high sc hool Spani sh
teacher vvas the local Methodist preac her; throe over -.draft-age
druggist t dug ht uhennistry; sever al in othe uding illy own
w ere lured back to the classroom. Sclhoo I vvs dismissed fer
registration for food ration stamps; teactiers were the registrars,
C lasses c-ompeted for recognition in s crap traon drives, scrap
paper dr i Yes, savings stamp purchases. Cid s kn Med scarves ler
the I unio r ked Cross. First aid courses, air rairt drills (wartime
surbsti-tute for fire drills), victory garde ns, essay contests, a i r-
c raft recogni tion , A nd there were currricu lurn casual ties, toe,
Ceurses td,fere cancelled because of no tea cher) or rie equip.

ent Oalsoline rationing hit deeply in to inte rscl-rolastic cori .
ath letic and academic. Ard vve stud ied foreign lan-

guages a nd science and ma thernaticse verylhingin some
rn easulre ais our contri but ion to Allied victory,

-14



The FSA photographs in this alb_ m do not tell a story. TI-wy
ill urn inate an age,

Notice the faces of the school children and youth. Happy,
s ldom hopeless. Interested, carefree, not distraught. The faces
of poor children, of youth with almost no realistic expectation of
productive jobs.

And look at the tirries. Grinding- Empty. Threadbar Dollar-
a-day wages. Dust bowl farms.

In those days, under such conditions boys and girls still went
o school. Some had no. books. some wore the only clothes they
owned. Some were warrn at school for the only time of their day.
They read. They redted multiplication tables and computed
the number of squAre feet of lumber in the side of a house. They
push-pulled and °vaned through Penmanship. They enacted
Columbus' discovery of the new world, But many had no work-
books and little paper. Parents had no money for a second pen-
cil or Chief tablet, And no money for a school picture, the best
Photograph of a beautif ul girl, but no money.

Older brothers and sisters read Shakespeare and about Rarnses
and Hannibal and probably did not discuss Mussolini's rout of
Haile Selaissie's spear carriers, the Japanese invasion of Man-
churia, or hobnailed, rrlidnight purges of jews in the Reich that
woul d endu re for a million years. Vocational agriculture boys
learned how to terrace farmland, plant new grasses, and cen-
se ruct improved feeders

We look at the pholographs in this album and recognize we
have been here before. VVe have seen these sights. We have
knovvn that child. We IA id that in school. Were the clothes or the
color of skin dif ferent, that picture could have been taken today
at any school, at McKnley Elementary or Murchison tvliddle
School or Parkersburg High School.

Memories iri this album are shared by our recognition of
even ts and persons and times, Sonic we never knew. The album's
photographs unlock periods remembered by so very few living
Americans. 'Yet, those times must be ours, too, and our pupils'.
We nmist not lose our past. We rnust know well who we are as a
people and a profession

ltfe in schools proceeds with steady pulse. Title programs.
Alphabet curricula. Bolosterism touting innovation. "Back to the
basics" and "Accounta bully." Schools have known such coun-
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terpoint before. Continuing strong and dear, over generations of
teachers in schools (in our family now the third), life in schools
features adults and children and youth at work, at rest, intense,
playful, optimistic, at loose ends, joyful, sad, engaged in learning,
avoiding or postponing learning. Overall, that life is remembered
as learningabout our world and ourselves.

Faith in education has more often flowed than ebbed in our
national life. We have always expected of the schools more than
reasonably could be yielded and berated ourselves for not expect-
ing more.

No hollow faith here. No empty tradition. Rather, life in
schools is the embodir- ..nt of ideals and sentiments shared how-
ever uneasily by millic of ineviduals. Some of us believe that
the public schools have kept Ainerica free. While this claim may
be extravagant, surely schools have helped us keep the Ameri-
can dreams.

The invitation now is to get inside this album's photographs.
To see freshly. To sense acutely. To breathe life into words and
images of mind incompletely formed. lo recognize your own
memories of schooling past and present. To join in sharing your
life in school with these photographs and words. To add your
special, personal living in schools to the common stoic,

So, turn the page. And begin to find yourself and your heritage.

In berwoen bus routes, Wells, Texas. 1939, Lee
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Waitinn for rho crInnl hos, Ma thou, County, (1)rgnii. 1939 Dnrnthra Lange.
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Bilingual education in Czech, New York city, 1942, Collin
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Washing up at Nursery school, Buffalo, New York , 1943k Co/lins.
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