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. 1 | PREFACE
The following is a report on Asian Americans in Central Washington
State. Tcibe added to a very small amount of material written about o
the Yakima area Asian subgroups, tgelfindings Tepresent a.significant
» first: a paper treating all of the Central Washington Asian subgrcups
'tcgether under” the concept of "Asian American." _ )
Underlylng this report is the concept that Aeian_ﬂmericans da have
. comman prcbivms, experlences, and needs.u An extension aof this. ccncectv
is that A51ans should pclnt aut 1n%f1tutlcnal racism when apprcpr1ate,~
‘and take’ the1r place as members of Amerlcan.scc1ety.1n the dual spirit:
of self determlnatlcn and cultural plurallsm. - '
A further motivation behind this study lies in the fact that little
information is available un the status of Asian Amerlcans who live in

isolated and/or rural areas of mashingtcn\State. Most of the infcrmaticn

\A on contemporary Asian American communities is confined to those who

li<: in the larger metropolitan-areas. For the young rural Asian American
oing through an identity crisis, the importance of the report is clearly
evident. o : ) \ s

We hope that the general public, Asian Amefican and ncn-Aeian
© American, can get a'glinpse of the status of Asian Americans living in’
non-urban, areas. S . - : g _ | - !

Included in this repcrt are statlstlcs on Yakima Valley Asian
Amerlcans, a brief lgok at the historical process, and a special
section ‘headed "ATTITUDES AND EMPLOYMENT." - This final section, divided
into three topics, is the mcst‘inpcftant.' Tne problems cdtlined in the
final section require the concern of Asian Americane and non-Agian
Americans.. “ )

Infcrnatlcn was culled from gcvernment documants and research
area publlcatlcns, and obtained from what we feel is the most important
' scurce.: pecple.\ Interv1eus were recorded with representatlves of wide
eectcrs of . the sgcial enQircnment city, county, and state gcvernment
’ch1c1als, nrivate agenc1es, local newspapermen, prcduce middlemen, a
m1n15ter, small ‘farm wonkers," labcrers, farmers, students, and ccmmunlty
pecple. A51an Americans and non-Asian Amerlcans, ccmmunigy leaders
and ccmmunlty people were interviewed. ¢

The report is sanctlcned by the mashlngtcn State Ccmm1551cn cn



-
Asian American Affairs, and is coordinated with the-Asian American
.Coaljtion of the Yakiwna yalley. Dfiginal research cnnsisting of a week
of taped interviews was cunducteﬂ by Gary Iwamoto, then Student Intern
for the Commission during Sunmer, 1975. Photographs are by Ker~Mar.
Fihally,'ue feel that the significance of the report is that it
is for the Asian American cummun}ty,uf the Yakima Ua;ley. We . urge
Asian community leaders and people, elected and appointed officials,
- a:eadagenéies; and non-Asian AmericaUSwtc/read the répurt. In_ité
 message, we hope that it will provide an educational tool, a call for
reflection, and a commitment tb Further'research Asian Americans

living in the rural and isulated areas of our state. _ '

Rey 0. Pascua, Member
Yakima Valley Task Force
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~ Yakima Valley comprises most pf the land area in South Gantral
" Washingtap State. Yakima County 15 part of. Yakima Valley. 1In thlS‘
‘rapprt we shall use "Yakima Vallay" -to designate bpth the valley and
_ Ojtha Cpu?ﬁb. The Yakima. Indian Reservation also comprlsas a large par-‘L
. 'cantaga:pf ihe -land area of Yakima Valley. Gapgraphlcally, and in its
pappla, it axhlblts pentrasts. Econamically, the Valley is 51ngla-
fateted. - .
~l_l//// : Yakima Vallay'is a basin of ralatiVa flatness and rivers,
. gprrpundad'by small,'sagabrush:dovapad hills.. Temperatures rang= from -
hot, arrid, . daserf like summers lp naar\zafp winters. Various il1igatipn
. projects ‘begun at the turn of the cantury hava made the- area agri cplturally
'rlch. Yaklma Valley is a majaor producar of tha natlpn S apples, cherries,
pears, mint, hops, €orn, grapas, cattle, and potatoas. _ .
. Yaklma is the largast city, with a pppulatlpn af almost- SD ooo.”
It servas as the hub for most of the areds activities. VYakima is the
-County seat for Yakima County, contains most fru;t.and vegetable ware-
houses and ~=2nneries, is tha'Majpr train depot for this agficultural
araa; and cpntains mpst?businasaas-as'mell as govarnmantali,cultural,
employment, and'racraatipnal activities. : .
~ ' Yakima is surroundad by a number of small'tqwns; wi ‘pppulatipns
ranging from 500 to 8 000 pappla.' As pfppf of thair Indian haritaga,‘
N thaaa\tpwns were named: Yakima, Salah MBnatchae, Hlttltas Mapato,
Toppenish, White- Swan, and Satus. ' ' L
‘Yakima Valley dapands heavily on the farming industry as the main
- source pf income. Consequently, govarnmantal act1v1tlas and parsonalltles,'
bu51nassas; amplpymant, and the people have traﬂltlpnally been geared
to.agrlcultqra. This agricultural orlantatlon has produced an element -
‘of political conservatism influanaing the area.
. The Vallay 5 51ngla facatad economic systam has produced glarlng
T cantrasts. ' '[ : L - &
--While ,

«..Yakima County 15 first in tha natlpn in the’ prpductlpn ‘af hops,
apples, .pears, and mlnt

h

...Seventh in the nation in chere v prpductlpn (1st in l95h)

...Fpurth in the nation in sweet ‘corn production, 38th in
.cattle prpductlpn, and 7hth in potato crOps 1

-iii-
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--there are glarlng nagatlva .statistics
. o ...Yaklma County has/mashlngton State S hlghast publlc
; assistance caagldad W

.s.the state! a/hlghast sqhddl dropout rata
S .« ce0NE df tha hlghast alcohdllsm rates -~

L , .se0N8 df tha hlghast rates of- ldu income househblds
(lass than $3, DDD peET year).Z , -

]

The Human'élanant. ‘In spite aof this single faceted ecaonamic )
system, the Uallay's pedple db exhibit contrasts in cultures, language,
calabratldns, living styles, and motivations.. . Una can find oneself
at the White- Suan Indian Encampmant eating Japanese Suklyakl or soul

food d1nnars, attandlng Max1uan flastas, ar P111p1n0 rdmmunlty annlvarsary

celebrations, and observing traditional American holidays. /
N In addition tao Engllsh Spanlsh Mexican Spanish (both the mlgrant
and Central Mashlngtdn d1alacts), Yak1ma, Nez Plarca Walla walla - -

Ind1an, Ilocano,. Horaan, Japanese, Chinese, and vietnamese ate spokan.

‘ In 1970, the tntal- pdpulatldn of Yakima County was 145,200. The
majority was composed of whltas—-137 8O5% The breakdown of the “
difference was: 15,757 Spanisn Amaricans, 3,882 Native Americans,

1,560 Blacks, and 1,020 Asian Amarlcans.é B '

Statistics shou that whites hold most prdf8551dnal manaqarlal
salas, clerical, and craftsman positions, uhlla the m1n0r;ty grdups
comprise most of - the. wqu Fdrca in both the non- farm laborar “and ‘farm
worker catagdrlas. ﬂ o 7 :

‘With the backdrop of both tha Valley's 51ngla ~-faceted acondmlc&J
system and its multi-echnic 5001aty, we now turn to the Asian- Amarlcan
minority group. Their history and the conditldns they live under in

Yakima Valley will be examined.
. .

10
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" TOWARD AN ASIAN AMERICAN IDENTITYG\
| Cos o .
Far tFe ydung A51an Amerlcan act1v1sts df the Yakima UallegT“;‘;°
May 25, l975, ‘was an exceptlonally elgnlflcant date.. That day, membérs”
of the YAKIMA VALLEY ASIAN AMERICAN ‘TASHK FDRCE co- spdnsured*»an "Aslan
Day" to brlng the dif.erent Asian ethnic groups 1n.the Ualley tdgether.
The event, entitled "Traditions Worth Sharing, " brought more than ~400

“Asian and non-Asian Americans’ together and featured® cultural exhlbltb,

food, dances, disr.issions an 1dent1ty, and movies of A51an Amerlcan
groups. It was the first time in the hlstdry of the dlfferent Asian
ethnic groups in the wapatd.and Yakima areas that such broad 1ntenactidn'
ldccdred. The event exposed»some of the commonalities: which they shared.

' The event was the culmlnatldn af a movement begun two years earlier.
wlth the Ob]ECthE of raising "Asian cnn501dusness" among the’area's
A51an Americans, several of the younger members of the Pilipina commudlty
tdgetner with members of the Japanese and Chlnese communities, organized
the YAKlMA.UALLEY~ASIAN AMERICAN TASK FORCE, a "taak force" of the ° i
Gdyerndfls Asian American Advisory Council. ' _' — : o

With the goal af consglidating the trad1t10nally sepdrate Asian

ethnic communltles \efforts were made to encourage 500131 and nultuwal

1nteract10n among the Japanese, ChlnFae PlllplnDS and Hdreans. This

... was a departure frdm the hlstdrlcal 1nteract10n only in the business

reaim, . g., farming, restaurants, etc.
' The act1v1t1es were based on the concepts af udmmmn backgrdunds,
experlences, and needs in the concept of an. A51an Rinczican Community,

The nuvement" included a number of ObJELulVES and methods to
dbtain these gdals. The most important goals were to increase interaction
ambng the Asian ethnic groups and‘td‘alleviate community praoblems. _
SOClal prdgram 1nfdrmat10n was secured, and for the first time an A51an
American communlty (Plllplnd) was identified. Empha5121ng social s o
information, such as education on Asian Amerlcans, and inter and 1ntra—

cultural activities, it was felt that the task force complemented the

'tud local drgan12a+idns. the/Yaklma Valley Japanese. Association, "™and

the Yakima Valley Flllplnd Amerlcan demunlty,.lnc.

v . . o
! Q

*COo-Sponsors included the Washington State Commission on Asian
American Affairs, Pacific Northwest, Pacific/Asian Coalition, the Yakima
Vallpy Filipino~American Community, Inc., Yakima Valley Japahese Association.

. . . R AP
- / . - . =
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For those who were 1nvclved in trying to UlgdanE an Asian American
mpvement in Yakima Ualley, the 1mages people held about Asian Americans
T was. the hlgges* hand1cap that Yaklma Ualley Asian Americans. faced. Th1s
4 uas coupled with four, other factors which forestalled the mak1ng pfga,
viable Asian American community. Theee included: (1) isolation - the.
Aslan American pcpulatlcn was spread putffrpm the city areas nf Centrai
Washingtun State and many pf thelAslan”Amerlcan—cuned farns were ot in --
clpse firoximity; (2) priprity - many: cf the Asians are in farmihg and
"do not agree with others whp are in prpfeeslpnal or -governmental }
pccupatlcnsregardlngmagcr issues uhlch face the community; e.g.,
agrlcgltural needs vs. social service needs; (3) numbers -~ perhaps the
-essential {actor, for thereg are not enough Asian Americans in the area
for city,vccunty,‘and_state pfficials to worry about; and (&4) class
di?ferences { class differencesg in'terms pf.Asian_Americans striving fov
the "middle class" and cnce having reached it, feel comfortable uithput
the need to "stﬂuggle" as as Asian Amerlcan. ' Lo _ '
Thus, there was-and still is. DppUELtan, misinformation, and apathy ’
toward the nem cpncept cf "Asian Amerlcan amcng Uallay Asian Americans.
The phllpspphlcal cpncepts ‘of common ethnic mlncrluy priblemsz-e.Q.,
"Asian American Movement" self- determlnqtlpn, and cultural pluralism--
are met with beliefs that problems facing Asian American groups are
“individual rather than cpmmunlty prphlems. Many wish. to disscciate

. ~
themselves “Tam the. stereptyplc image of aggresslve, militant ﬂslan

nAmerlcans ‘demonstrating, prcketing and marching. ‘
~There are strong .eellngs ampng same Aslans in being’ classlfled as
"Aslan Amerlcan“ because they feel 1t s1ngles them gut as amy 1dent1f1able
mlncrlty. They 'do not consider themselves as a mlncrlty, in any sense
of the word. With the hellef that they worked themselves up into ppsitiqns;
of respectahlllty antd acceptance, they cannot understand mhy pthersicannpt
do the same. . S . 4
' The Valley Asian pnpulatlcn belng a lcng and stahle ane, ther° was
\ ‘. considerable effprt at assimilation, gaining acceptance and reSpectahlllty
~ from the white ccmmunlty..-Althpugh their ethn1c‘her1tage was not-
completely denied, emphasis was ‘placed or assimilating American iceas,

o

lifestyle, and the English language.

Y N

) ot It is tak1ng a long t1me for_some Yakrma Ualley Aslan Amerlcans to

ppenly show t|e1r ethn1c 1dent1ty after many years cf suppresclon.

- PO
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. A BRIEF'HISTDRY
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Yaklma Valley has a fairly sizable populat. . of Asian 7m§§:2ans.
It Con515ts mainly of Japanese and Plllplnos, but there is also a small
_ NumieT of Chinese, Horeans, and Hawaiians. With the end.gt the Vietnam
waf,.there\has also been a small influx of Vietnamese immigrants.

The 1970 census estimated 1,020 Asian’ Americans in the Ualley, ab

figure which has been disputeti~as undercounted By AS1&H American Peoples
The approximate breakdown of the differenf subgroups are 450 Pilipinas,
300 Japknese, 25 Hawaiians, and 28 Horeans.&rbpartieularly in the case F%“w
"of the Pilipino, underestimating by the Census Bureau is a real Bpssibifity?nwﬁ
as many Pilipinos may have been placed under the:"Spanish American" &
categary. ST ' /0 . o

The following represents’a‘brief history of the valley Asian grohps
to date. It consists prlm ily of the histories of the Japanese and
Pilipino communltles uhlcQg deminate most of the Asian American activity
in. the Valley., The exclu51ﬁn of the ‘historical background aof Horeanq, . oo
Hauallans, and Chlnese 'is proof of the lack of histoprical documentatlon,
first-hand accounts, and - ”ontemporary research of these eubgroups.

Perhaps this can becore a progect of a scholar in the future.

Tar .
N

~ - . .The Japanese'Community

Y

The Japanese Were the Flrst Asian ethnic graup to settle in Yakima
'Ua;ley. Around the: turn of the Z28th century, the wave of Japanese
immigrants who sought new opportunitites %ﬁd bright fetures in Hawaii
and the Mest Coast of the Uni‘ted States spllled over into the Pacific
Nurthuest. In Washington State thls movement spllled inland into Yakima . _—
Valley. ' ) ', '
‘ ., As in other states, the Japanese immigrant became an asset to the
Fast‘developlng.economy. The young 'Issei (flrst generatian Japanese) o —
became "Eheap-labor" which usually meant "gangs" recruited to work an.
- the railroads, in logging, in lumbermills, in salmon canneries, and on
Raems. | . .
: The first known Japanese re51dents to settle perrnently in the
'}Yaklma Valley uere Mr. and Mrs. Oka. As: 1ndlcated by 1892 records,

~..they may . have been the first Japanese farmers in lﬂas‘ungton.5
1 . . —3‘— ’\ .

o " 1:3, o A,




Thrpugh the early 1920's, other Issei pioneers came to the Valley
,_ to settle and establish farms. Encouraged by early day policies on the
| Yakima Indian Reservaticn, which permitted leasing and pruchasing af
prcperty by aliens, mény Issei who came as laborers scught to farm on ~.
their own. The Issel, many af uhcm were farmers in Japan, quickly
recognized the rich agricultural potential of the Valley. Small truck
Farms’sprang up around the lower Yakima Valley tcuns-cF.Tcppenish and

.___l__Jdapatp as.more and_more Japanese 1mm1grants moved into the Valley. By

- 19*5 the Japanese community estimated 5DD in the Wapato area.
The Japanese cantinued .coming to .the valley until the 1824 Imm1gratlcn
Exclusion Act, which prch1b1ted Japanese nationals fram enter1ng the U. S.
' The existing Japanese pcpulatlcn had been viewsd as a threat to the
“welfare aof Amerlcan citizens because cf ‘helr dlfferences in culture,
religion, and lifestyle. Slmllarly, the” Success of the Japanese Farmer
posed an economic threat to the predominantly white farmers in the state.
The enactment of the Washington State Anti-Alien Land=Laus_cFV1921
and 1923 which prohibited the property cwnership.and direct leasing af
| land by allen Japanese and the Federal Imm1grat10n Act of 192h slcued
“Japanese grcuth to a standstlll.v ) y X
The Japanese 1n the. Valley were no longer able to lease directly
from the Bureau of Indian Affalrs or to purchase land. Although their
children, the NlSEl, were U. S: citizens by birth and entitled to all
citizenship rights, most of them were still minors. Issel farmers were
forced to sub- lease if they were to farm. Many lessors uwere Caucasians
‘who Fcund that lea51ng Indian land and sub-leasing to Japarese farmers:
was an easy way to make money without doing any work.
/ Under this arrangement, there uerellimitatipns_tc the growth of
single farm cwnerships. The‘added cost meant smaller land parcels and
“ a change to higher per acre crops: farmers who had depenced upan
alfalfa, potatoes, or onions in older days ‘were forced to change to new
crops such as -tomatoes, sweet corn, peas, beans, cucumbers, squash,
cantaloupes,. and watermelons. - ) <
Changes in farming practlcesxftten led to moving from one leased

land to another. In many cases, there was inadequate housing for the

farmers and their families. The Isse1 Fcund unique and inngvative sclutlcns_

to this prcblem by ccnstructlng movable un1ts which could be taken ulth

them from place to place. 'Onte-room. un1ts were. DUIlt 50 they could be

~ . .
i

b
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placed together to accompdate the needs ofla growing family. They
served in the similar- fashlon as a mobile home does today. '

The harvesting of potatoes brought in the first mlgrant workers.,
In the =arly days, they Jere usually fellow Issei, mostly 51ngle men. .
Sometimes famllles came from the cities seexlng supplemental income
durlng the short-harvest seasaon:

v

Many of the single men who came to work in the harvest remained

for a time after the season was over. Some stayed throughout the winter,

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

primarily to gemble with the local residents. Gambling was a Favorite

pasttime as the winters provided a mihimal amount aof farm work and time

3

passéd slowly. ‘

In the 1920'5, Wapato emergad as the hub For the slomly growing

Japanese \population. The leashlma Store, a combination grocery, hotel,

and recreation center, famous For its tofu making facilitiee and provi
of Japanese foods and wares, along with tuo other grocery.stores, a

restaurant, and a service station became the heart of "Japanese Town"

sion

in Wapato. Nearby, the Japanese Association building was a center for

‘fraternal and social activities as well as serving as the facility for

the Japdnese language school.*

N
-

By ,the .1930's, the Japanese had. organlzed themselves into a strong,

_yiahle communlty. The Japanese Association, the. first ethnic organlzatlon,

‘was joined by the Japanese Methodist Church in 1826, and the Buddhist .

Church in 1930, Both churches eventually erected their own buildings

5

-wapato“s Buddhlst Bhurch hullt in 1930 -

-5- .
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as their congregations grew. Through the 1930'5, the Se1n1ka15, the ' . lﬁl

Girls' Club, and the Japanese American Citizens League, as well as Judc,‘

kendo, and other saocial and cultural groups emerged. : : K ,.' -
it the same time, the nation was undergoing a severe depreesicn.

Coupled with the outbreak cf'ancther anti-Asian movement in 1931, the

Japanese again became victims of racial hgstility. Triggered by the

Depressicn_and the resulting lack aof jcbs, Pilipinc laborers, the newesti

arrivals into the Valley, became the targetslcf hatred and Viplence.

Some of this violence was directed against Japanese farmers who employed

. Pilipino immigrants. Japanese farms were bombed and set afire.

The threat of the "Yelldw Peril" was further intemsified with the
bcmbing of 5earl Harbor. Executive Order 9066, deted Fzbruary 19, 1942, "
called.Fcr the incarceration of all Japanese and Japznese Americans an .
the West Coast and eeverely diSrupted'their 50 year saga in the Yakima
Valley.- By June 6, 1942, with pceeiblg'cne cr twn exce ptions, no
Japanese rema}ned in the area. Apprcximately.1ZDD,Japanese, aliens
and citizens, were evacuated, transported, and incarcerated_in the
Partland Livestock Exp051tlcn Eenter.6 Latfr they would be shippet
Farther inland to the permanent Heart Mcuntaln Relocation Eenter in
wycmlng. ) ' .

In 1946, when the camps wetTe cff1c1ally closed and residents
allcued to return tc the West Ecast only a- small percentage of the
original 1200 re51dents returned to Yakima Ualley. Many relocated in
other parts of the country; a large number:mcved,tc-Seattle. A few
former residents slowly retprned only to'find unbelievable hOEtility.
"No Japs Allowed" signs appeared in almost every store and business
establishement in wapatc. Forced . resistance met the Japanese ‘at’ every
pclnt. Some of those who had returned remalned cnly long enough ta’ ‘
learn that the Valley had no future for them. : g

@f those who remained, the farmers were the first to settle doun

again. Others gradually found farms to rent and stayed. Of -those who

had been 1n bu51ness befcre the war, only one or tuwn families* returned.
‘When the Japanese left the Valley in 1942, the Isseil dominated the
family unit. Tcday,_they have gradually diminished in number so that
only a:handful remain, Their median age is 80. The Nisei who now
dominate the families have also experienced change. lhéy have shifted

away fram agriculture and small farming to agribusiness and non-farming

\Y
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aﬁffb@ties. Their children, the Sansei, have preferred to leave the
Uéfiey’uhen they become of age to seek non-farm empldymént elsewhere.,
Thus, today, the Japanese population has diminished to a base of about

N 300 people (although that number is starting to. grow again).

”\ The Present Day. The once active Japanese community in the Valley

'is now loosely organized. Act*uifies among the members are fem, and ;.f;'-w
tihe community can be classified &s a rural- stable, malnly second o
generatldn< and civic-minde! grous nf peaple. , | &
——— ————Most—imthecommonity -rre FarmEIs**—thE"descendents of the first® ‘ é&:
. , . Japanese settlers of the vailry. They returned after the wartime

evacuatldn to start with ndthlng and have gradually built up their Farms

from a couple of acres to between ane and two hundred. Many feel ;hat

they have "made it" in ‘this soc1efy in a comfdrtable ‘middle class’

51tuat10n. S : A

o ' - lJapénesa landscaped patio-

The leéders of the'dommunity acknowledge two-significant, concerns, /
these béing L) the population not regeneratlng and 2) the small amdunt

of communlty partlclpatldn tdday.

-

Regardlng the first concern, the excellent educatldnal achievements
of the Nisei and Sansei, resulting from the push to excel during the
50's and 60's, have néder been complemented by existing. labur market in E
the area. The urhan areas of fer more employment -opportunities for. the .

-

college trained prdfessidnéis. Thus, most of the Sanseis are leaving

-7-
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and only a few Japanese are coming in the valley. With this trend
alterlng the cummunlty the future of the Japanese in the Valley is

,qulear.

>, Secondly, there is very llttle cummunlty participation taoday.

Sucrallzlng is 'kepnt at a mrnlmum except among close friends. The
Methodist Church (an integrated church) and Buddhlst Church serve as -

minor gathering spots in the community, providing 5001al cnntact: as

well as fulfllllng religious needs..

Too small inm; number to make a/51gn1flcant 1mpact in the greater
community, must of the Nisei part101pate 1n uccupatlnn related
‘organizations,- euch as the Farm Bureau, in serv1ce clubs such as, Lions,
the American Legion and its auxiliary, and Parent Teacher- Schunl
associations. leel have held leadershlp rules\un these nrganlzatlans
.as well as achieved recugnltlun in prufe551unal and some local x
governmental advisory groups. 5 o f\

Clearly, changes through the years have . taken the1r toll, but the
Japanese community, unce numbering 1200,. remains an’ 1mp0rtant part nf

the A51an American cummunlty in the Yaklma Valley.

N
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The Pilipino Community

o

. . /
At present, the most populous-Asian group in Yakima Valley is the

?ilipinolcommunity. First recruited as migrant workers“in the late

1910'5,7they‘bame in "labor gangs" to work- in the hops, sugar beets,

and apples. Then, by first leasing and later buying land, the Plllplnms

have made an outstanding reputatlon for themselves as truck farmers 1n

the economic life of the Yakima Valley. \ : E \K 
The general acceptance of the Pilipinos of’today_mas not always ‘*

so: the first immigrants.uere seen as a very visible economic threat

A by;American laborers. During the late 1920's and 1930's, Pilipinos

were run out of the tddn af Topbenish and generally harassed in most

P af the towns of the lower Yakima Valley.

The P111p1nos, malnly young males, were often met with hostility,.
mlsunderstandlng, and racial 1ntoleraﬁbe.. Chrunlcled in-a book by the
'famous Pilipino-American writer, Carols Buloéan, entltled America

0 Is in the Heart, these antl\Plllpan occurrences, beginning with the

O

1n01dent in 1927 in Wapato, represent. the first anti- Plllplno rlots on
the-West Coast of the United States.

There were formal barrlers in addltlon to the general“harabsment
lby Amerlcan labarers whléh handlcapped ‘the economic progress of” the

Pilipino immigrants to the Yakima Valley.- The Washington State

‘
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to 25 members.

Anti-Alien Land Laws of 1921 and 1923 prohibited property pwnership
and direct leasing of land. Also contr1but1ng to the problems of the

P111p1nos was their sett]ement an the lands‘of the Yakima Indian’

- \Reservatlon. Permission to farm those lands. had to be secured- from

“the Yakima tribe. ,

These institutidnal barr1ers and the baslc instinct for survival
resulted in the formation of the Yakima Ualley Filipino Community, Inc.,
in August of 1937. With a membershlp of 100, this organ12at1on outlived
the Filipino Social Club which was formed in the 1920's.

Because of their uncertain legal status (were they allens, wards
of the U.S. government, or American nationals?) from 1935 - 1945,
Pilipinos were not allowed to lease land for farming in Yakima valley.
Passage of ane more ‘barrier, the Amended Alien Land Act in spring of

1937 by the Washingtaon State Legislature, and the 1ncreased surveillance

‘of suspected violators resulted in the arrest-of 21. Pllrplnos.

‘The Yakima valley F1‘1p1no, Inc.'s first major act was the

~undertaking of a court battle to release the 21 farmers whao ‘were sent

to Jall.E5 After 2, serles of court hear1ngs,_considerable money, t1me,
and effort the 21 uere released in the fall of 1937. ’ | .

After this 1n1t1al victory, the Pilipino commun1ty uent to work to
change the Amended Allen Land Act of 1937 They sought the: support of >
variogus community organlzatlons, P111p1no communities across the state,
olroulated petitions, talked to local, state, federal, and Ph111pp1ne'
governmental officials, in the effort to repeal the lau as 1t applied
to Pilipinos. They supported @ Seattle Pilipinov, Pig DeCano, in his
legal battle.against the lauw.. .

Victaory came in the fall of 1939. the washinoton State Supreme
Court declared the lauw unconstitutional as it applled to P111p1nos.

Ouring World war II many of the male P111p1nos joined the
military in the effort to prove their patr1ot1sm to America.
Consequently, activities -eased and membershlp 1n the, communlty Fell

" As thev were seeking to lease land on the Vakima Indian Reservatlon,

one furtker barrier had to be scaled: the communlty needed the approval .
of the Yakima Indian tr1bal counn}l.i Meetings held in 1940 - 1941 ‘
-(among community 1nd1v1duals and thé\trlbal counc1l Bureau of Indian °,

Affalrs aofficials., and a personal envay of Ph111pp1ne Presldent
-10- ] = .
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Que zon, Franciecc Barona) resulted in Pilipince given the right to
lease land on tne'Yakima Indian Reservaticn. ‘The econaomic "1ife and
future of the P111p1ncs was enhanced and secured by the decisions of

, late fall 1939 and iate fall 1941, .

| After the war, more Pilipina women entered the Ualley to join the
very few who could be found there before 1940. Plans were made in 1947
Atc build a large Community Hall to service and -house the social, -

cultural, and community needs of the valley Pilipinos. Activities

~ S ' -Filipino Hall, built in 1952-
celebrated included Rizal Day, the hth’cF'July, a Christmas party for:
the children, and the enterta1n1ng of Phlllpplne v151tcrs and
d1g1n1tar1esm wlt__theﬁ securance ,af bank loans, ccmmunlty dcnatlcns,
and community suppcrt ccnstructlcn of the hall uas completed and the
doors opened an March 22, 1952, : S "
= The period frcm 1920 ~ 1952 marked most Plllplncs as small truck

s fATMETS . They had: Fcrmed a loosely-knit cccperatlve and financed their L

own warehouse. Y : . _: : : .
The situation changed. in the mid-50's. First, the cccperatlve

warehouse burned down. Then;\the larger produce ccmpanles hegan

maving in. Because they could not ccntrcl crop prices, the Pilipino

farmers became dependent on the pr1ces set by the larger Ualley Farmers

. and ccrpcratlcns such as leby's and Del Mcnte.

~
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‘ dlmlnlshed community partlclpatldn, by three categdrles in 1ts Ualley

/

WI

And sao, aver the years, most PlllplnD farmers were glowly Fdrced

off the land and went from a preddmlnantly rural to a more urban uay

'_‘of working. With little educatldn and few skllls, the Plllplnds tOOk‘

Jjobs as dishwashers, bell bays, waiters, and cannery workers. -They .
aiso returned td farm wdrker p051t1dns, hlrlng out malnly to the feu g
remaining Plllplnd farmers. !

; The many activities which marked the dpenlng of the Community Hall,

in 1952 and lasted through ﬁhe mlddle 1960's have diminished to

apprOX1mately three actlyltles a year. Mainly cultural im nature, there

has been a recent push to begin commemorating Philidbine traditidns,

history, and culture. R “@

mith a population estimated by community leaders at 750, and

.

'd1v1ded amdng the first, second, and third generatlons and new

1mm1grants, they are generally accepted by Ualley people today. The
Plllpfﬂds of Yakima Valley have been through an intense struggle fdr

surv1val.

The Present Day. * The Pilipino comhunity in 1975 is marked by

A

‘population, and by agrlculture. Centerec in and around Mapato, the -

community has been a stable, malnly Ilocanc d;alect speaking cmmmunlty

for fifty years. ) . - 4
: Most of the Pilipinas are in the fruit and vegetable sfarming
bu51ness. Usually lea51ng land from the 3.I.A«, Bureau of Indiari Affalrs,

the farms are small, famlly-run bu51nesses, medium-sized partnershlps,

;and large farms.:

The family-run businesses are -small acreage farms of 5 - 25 acres.

The land is worked by the nuclear family plus_one or two h1red‘help.

There -is minimal use of equipment. The farm's success is based on crop. -
prdduct1v1ty frdm year to year. '

Plllplnd.parhnershlp farms, ranglng frdm lD - 50 acres, are based

'?on 1nvestment and asset- -sharing -by two or mdre Plllplnds. The 'labor is

also shared. ’ =

! o

The flnal type of farm, the large farm, presents a unique type of -
business in terms of labdr used. Renglng from 25 - 100 acres, these
Farms are udrked by a famlly joined by relatives, dften new 1mm1grants

tO-PhE Unlted States. The land is worked by two and more families.

.After bécoming citizens, familiss will aoften lease: land from the B.I.A.

"12" o * l_"‘ ' L /.
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They then ‘'sponsaor other famllles and reldtlves td Amerlca tdedrk on

their farms. : ..

(308

‘ Although exact’ flgures ‘have nat been recorded most Plllplnd
cemmunlty members are first, second, or thlrd_generatlon.Amerlcans.
;\: ' Only a handful of new immigrants now live emnng the estimated 75U
" Pilipinos in the valley. | _ )
-*Migrant Plllpan farm workers have virtually dlsappeared. Before
the. war,: large numbers af Plllplno and Japanese farm workers were common,
sin  then, they have decreased to. a Very emall number, mnrklng mdstly o
on s aoms operated by thelr relaggves (mlgrant ar Ualley Chicanos %re

also hired on *he_larger farms).

[

_Wapato's "Little Manila"- . -

. . 1 . ~ .t R
) - . . S ~
> N - . X A N
.
L

~
~ :‘.

/- Some Plllplnds st;ll make the summer trip to Alaska canneries for e
.mork in the salman 1ndustry. But the number is far less than in eerller
times when the cannery-farm warger-mlgrant made seasonal stops in Alaeka

and the Yakima Valley..

1

-
=

Most of the vallpy PlllpanS have 'some connectlon witn the

. reCOinzed Pilipino communlty orgainzation, the Yakima Valley Fillplnd
CdmmunLty,'Inc. The pre51dent of that organlzatldn, Roy Baldoz, 15\ ;
also co-founder and operator df the Inter-valley Produce, which 15 a

proddce distributor. 1In addition,‘moet oﬁrthe’glder{Pilipinne belang
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+to. one ar more of the ex1strng fraternal Plllplno organlzatlons."
Cemmunity activity today among tha Pilipinos has- dlmlnlshed from

the myriad of Phlllppln» cultural and community art1v1tlas of the 'L0's

.to the '60's. Like the Japanese in the farming business, most_Plllplnos -

do not have the time and the energy for community activity'after
working all day on the Ffarm. Q .
' There are two ma1n rommunlty act1v1tlas - a Christmas program and
an. "Annlversary Calabratlon" held in March aarh year. These. take place
- inm Flllplno Hall. Because of the farming seasaon, lastlng from March to
L'Dctobar} tha hall 15 generally devoid .of act1v1ty,‘and\has been in the
recent past rented out more o n to other groups. There has been a
push toward more community paizjgiﬁatlgi.by some of the youth in the
community. ' o - T~ '

\\
" The Washington State Department of Social and~Health Services
' oo 10

‘helped document statistics of the community during the fall GF 1973<
Tha following characteristics were found in speaking to the heads of

: Famlllas who were members of the Yaklma Valley Filipina Gommunlty, Inc..

: S | % OF THOSE " NUMBER
CHARACTERISTICS - , RESPONDING »RESPDNDING_
Members over 50 years old . | 82 1 ﬁ_' 82
No chgoling in U. S. - | 68 . Bl
Completely fluent in English : ' "56 8L
Occupations: Faraing. . 60 ‘jUG !
| Professicnal 2 s 106
- Sociai Security as chief maana of support L7 ' 17

An analysis of Yakima valley Pilipino Community, Inc. shows 'an

oclder, agricultural, low to medium incoma'community.

{




The Chinese Community . .

* ~ ~
<

»
jobs (e.g., doctors, architects, pharm801sts, tsachsrs) ‘most af the

Chlness in Yakima Valley are employed in the rsstas4,nt business. There

~ are seven Chinese restaurants in the area prsdomlnann;y in Yakima.

" While there are a fsu Chlnsss smplsysd in profssslod%lly catsgorlzsd

There is no recognized community organization among ths Cnlnsss, .

and they are isolated not only from the other Asian s;hnlc ‘groups,

but from each other as well. The Chinese live in the drbam areas while
the Japanese and Piiipimos live in the rural ‘areas. UWith no'family
associations in the Yakima srsa, there is friendly compstition in the
restaurant business. Sacial gathsrlngs are ra:s - even tradltlonal
Chinese holldays such as “Nsu Year" are not publlcly cslsbratsd. '

Most of the Chinese ‘have llvsd in ths VYakima area for aver tgsnty
years. There is also a pattern of Chinese immigrants ps?iodically
sntsring 4t.e area to werk in the Yakima reStaurantss It is not uncommon
for an-entire immigrant family of 'six to seven members to work in the
Yakima ares a year or sO before leaving for some other urban area.

Housing for. these 1mm1grants is falrly inadequate: sometimss an
entire family uould he placsd in a gmall- apartment. - But for the most
part the Chlnsss 1mmlgrants‘ stay is nnly tsmporary.l

In summary, Chinese gourmst cooks havs always been nssdsd by the
restaurant owners. But turnover is hlgh and peaple have lsft the area

for better opportunltlss elsewhere.

The Korean ﬁommunity

L3
. -

Because of small numbers, little is knowr of this isolated graoup.

The Vietnamese Community

kY

A few Ulntnamsss Famlllss and slngls males havs sn tered the Yaklma

. Valley since mid 1975. They have ‘been the subgsct of. mostly favornable

media caverage in the area as "refugees."
Most of the Vietnamese are state spansared with one family 11v1ng
in Grandv1su, the’ only privately sponsored family in the Valley arsa.
The numbsr of Vietnamese in the-area is very small - 57 - and the

gsnsral attitude toward the Vietnamese is rscsptivs.

-15- .
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EMPLOYMENT- ATTITUDES ' LN
TOWARD ASIANS. IN THE VALEEY -

N

-~ )
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The maJdr/émpldy ars in* Yaklma Ualley are farmers, rhe farming- related
1ndustr1es, Ee g., cannlng companies, prdduce dlstrﬂbutdrs' restaurant and
service-realted businesses; and .pe01allzed 1ndust1res, sueh as garment
and uddd prpducts. The'empIdyment“attitpdes tddard Yakima Valley Asians
have been examined in light of the JODS Asians presently pccupy, the
general empldyment picture in the Ua1ley,ahd the area's "Affirmative-
Action" prdgrams.‘

In the area of farmlng, the major ‘work fdrce is the agrlcultural
worker, generally of Chicano ancestry. .Most of the .waliey farmers employ
migrant workers, the exception being the family—dperated‘Pilf%ind farms.

An unkndhn percentage of  migrant workers are "illegal aliens" which have

- entered the area from Mexico. : ) ;g5

L

Regardrng Asian Amerlcans, most government - and nan- gdvernmenu.
empldyers 1nterv1eued stated that they welcome Asian Amerlcang as
empldyees in their departments ar buslnesses. The - general dplnldn is
that they wish more Aslans woi.ld’ apply for qdbs.'

when-asked ‘about AS1ans, most empldyers pdlnted tp the dp;nldn that

.Asians have good “att1tudes tduard work" and to the 1mage of "hard udrklng

‘he had drlfted from one JDD to ancther." It was, felt that th1s Japanese

cpmmunltles--unllke sbme of the dther people, Asians can

Asians.' These 1mages .are deflnlte advantages tduard pdtentlal employment. .

Hdueve , if an 1nd1v1dua1 .does not meagure up to thé steredtypes,m
there is surprlse. “one empldyer ‘from the Uashlngtdn State Emplpymept
Security Department mentldned that he "took a chance dn this aone Japanese

American Felldu even though 1t appeared that he,was a jdb hdpper, that is,’

persdn "was dlfferent From Japanese Americans, in that he sesmed to lack
the 'work Etth' tHat makes Japanese try*td strive harder, make 1t td

_ - .
the top, etc." . :

The general 1mpressldn df publlc emplpyerc 1nterv1eued was that :
Asians are,ndt,hav1ng employment: prdblems. In fact, one person Frnm ‘
Empldyment Secdrity stated‘ "Many Aslans find. wdrk in the r own ethnic

Ilndﬂjdbs and’

do ndt need JDD referral services."

-utdrs, the '

.

. Cdncernlng such 1ndustr1es as canning and prdduce d1str1

majdrlty,uf these JDDS areg of the type that require manual dg
| 26
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speed, and rootine. In the oannlng 1ndustry, the Asians that do work .
are mostly women- employed on the produotlon line. Job advancement to

e po51t1ons of foreman 15 po551ble. Produce dlstrlbutors employ Asians

'I

to drive trucks, conduct 1nventor1es, eto.

In the restadrant business, A51ans have been employed to- serve,

oook and wash dikhes. The majority of the Asians in the restaurant -

.business are GhlnESE..\;'. o - o

Indloatlve of the uorﬂ!’g class llfestyle of the’ area i§ tHE case L
aof the looal garment faotorles. .One is a .-regional plant offloe connected

Lt a nat1onu1de outfit, based in. Texas. - Producers of Farrah sldcks, the
largest percentage of thls factory's jobs is in do1ng piecemeal worke
H1ghly sensitive to any i lu51on of the Faotory being referred to as a _
Msueat shop," the managers of the oompany po1nt out that while previqusly .
payment was made on the p1eoemeal ba51s, their company now paid ona ¢
fixed salary or p1eoemeal basis uhlohever is hlgher. Startlng pav ua%
$2 10 an hour, pe1oemeal rates depended upon which part of»the pants-
- were helng Sewn. _ '

1 - One garment raotory employers are proud of the fact that they ‘were
"Equal Opportunity Employers. ' Rs the second largest employer in the , .
area, the . company™ employs approxlmately five hundred persons af uhloh

- fifteen to twenty are’ Rsian. The company does not aotlvely recruit '
T I -..-17-_. e
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m}ndrltkas, but. thay are,
non-white, tp work there.
factory is female.

‘The Asians that work

s

however, loocking for more males, whlta ar
Abdut 80 - 90% df the labor farce at the

3

! .
at tha factdry are prlmarlly war brides o

(Japahasa'and Koreans), and Plllplnas, In addition, an entire Vietnamese

fahily has been hired ta wprk._'Tha'udrking_conditiqns are such that

some of thezwdman have been there over tuelve yaars,‘mdﬁking at the

_same- machine, cutting the

-Baile

SN

As far as the A51an

same patterns, day in and day out. *

£7

o LA
y's Manufactoring Company-

communlty contact was concerned, the company

delClal was’ ndt auara of -any Asian community in tha area. He statad}

‘that he d1dn't care 1f a

was happy with the A51an

iancountarad any prdblams

‘had, not been advanced to

answered, "no partlcular

In terms ‘of availabtle jobs, “there is an abundance af’ manual labor and

person ‘was black or green. Ha added that he
peaple who were working fdr‘tham, ‘and had never

whatsoever with them. vwhan asked why’ A51ans
/

any‘admlnlstratlve pdSltldns, the company dfflClal

reason«®

[N

T

'sacratar1al jobs "in ‘the area. UWhile advantement in these jobs.is possible,

tha prdcass of prdmdtlons has prdvan VETY sldw to ndn—ax1stant for’ A51ans

_and dthar ethnic ndr1t1

ESe.

2 .

wlth “Afflrmatlva Actldn“ balng a ralatlvaly racant phenamenan, mdst

ampldyars cla1m to be lODklng For mlndrlty wdrkars.A The maln places df

recruitment are the Yakima Uallay Dppdrtunltlas Industrlallzatldn Cantar,- ‘

. %0 - - .
o *
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the Washington State Employment Security Department, and the Yakima l
County Comprehensive Employment:and Training thioe. These plaoes. ‘
mostly serve.employers in.providing minority workers for® low level
A'entry typefjobs. Employersyare rarely recruiting inzthe separate ethnic
communities. - '
For college educated Asian Americans, the opportun1t1es are llm1ted.
_Most professionally ariented businesses are of the opinion . that it is
hard to get Asian Americans and other ccllege educated m1nor1t1es to enter
the Yakima Valley unless they mere oorn and ra1sed here. The' Superlntendent
of the Yakima School -District said that he places teaching position
announCEments with all of the colleges and Employment Security Departments
in the state. He encouraged more Asian Amerloans and other m1nor1t1es
. tb. come to Vakima to teach. -
In summary, “the general dverall attitudes“toMard Asian Amerioans/hy'
-, area employers is colored by the'Stereotypewof the "hard working" '
minority. In this instance, the stereotype could serve as an advantage
in obtalnlng employment. For:ssure, the stereotype has worked in areas
tpf employment which requlre that A51ans must use- their physical labaor,
manual dexterity (sewing ar typing), or back breaklng,_long_work days.b
. It means .hard work at low pay. L
'Asians who- are college- -educated work faor the state or are selfJ l
employed. The most 1mportant maxim often is, “It's not mhat yau know,“
it's who you know." As the seoond part of. the message is not aoh1eved

most Asian youth have left the area to find employment elsewhere.

.‘\
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-~ * THE" ASIAN COMMUNITY - -
AS VIEWED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL AGENGIES. AND OFFICIALS

T 'The treatment accorded the Asian ethnic groups in Yaklma Valley is
based upon a general stereotypic image of the, Aslan American as'a "model
m1nor1ty.“ Most if notvall, of the city, county, and state government-:
agencies and publlc officials 1nterv1ewed for this report had no contact
with the Asian Amer1can communities 1n the area. The att1tude was. that
Yakima Valley Rslan Americans "have no problems".or that "they take care
of the1r own." Therefore, public officials, seem sat51f1ed that they
are "serv1ng the Asian commun1ty," gven if they don't knou much about !
their Asian const1tueﬂcy. . " n

Public sacial. service ‘agencies report very 11m1ted contact wlth
Asian Americans. Yakima County Mental Health Serv1ces stated that anly
0.2% of 1974's clientele was of Asian ancestry (1t uas brokzn down to a

. family of four). K\It was the general 1mpress1on that Asians might have ‘
mental health problems, but the burden wds placed.on Asians to seek ‘the
services. Fairly 1naccess1ble to those living in 1solated rural areas
outs1de of the City of Yak1ma, there are ‘presently no Asian’ or Nat1ve .
American counselors ‘ar outreach workers an the Mental Health Services -
“staff. f : . ' ,

Many publlc off1c1als have bought “the stereotypes of Asian Amerlcans.

'Fuhlle not trying to appear 1nsens1t1ve, an official ‘of the area's
umployment Secur1ty folce stated that he would help any'Uapanese
Amerlcan and 'Chlnaman' wno came into- the offlce seek1ng help in f1nd1ng
‘a Job."_' . A.g T e .

o

) The peaple of Yak1ma Ualley trad1t1onally vate for conservat1
3 ' -

: po11t1c1ans. The John Blrch Soc1ety,,though d1scounted by most electcd

officials, is fairly actlve 1n the area, ulth a national board member of

e

the Society runn1ng a pa1d advert1sementuregularly 1n the local

neuspaper. g )
Most of .the present elected ofF1C1als are geared touard farming
1nterests and the bu81ness commun1ty. This has-meant conservative ‘
policy mak1ng for those elected o serve in Dlympla and uashlngton D.C.
o Social services, publlc employment, spec1al educat1on - those programs
advocated by ethnic m1nor1ty commun1t1es - have low priority on ‘the-

s
agenda for the area elected off1c1als. The 1nfluence of m1nor1ty

. -
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Tpcpulatlcns have proven minimal.

The pclltlcal officials have reflected the 1nfluence af” their
pclitlcal‘sdppprt.,xagrl huslness interests, private business, large
farmers and ranchers. If they do not adequat ely represent the interests -
of farming and buslness, they will nct be in office!lfar any extended “

_length of 1me. .

Among the general attltudes on 1ssues affecting Asians and other

m1ncr1t1es rece1ved during intefvieuws ulth phullc officials were:

T Bi- llngual tducatlcn. It was. felt that Engllsh shculd be learred

in the schccls/even thcugh the parents speak the native language ‘;K
. at home. Engllsh as ‘a Second Language is not necessary because QV\\\
| public educatlcn should be able to do an adequate job in teach1ng
.English language Skills. . ' _ _\
Contact with m1ncr1tyccm£;;r¢1es. " Y"The daoor is always open." The
apparent feellng is that pecple should come to them,. they did not

necessarily. feel the need to go to the. pecple.

Raciém and Discrimipation. While racial 1ncndents do occur, it was

felt that the area is mrre sensitive to minorities. | ? R -, " ’

‘Commissions representing ethric mincrities and women. . The general

attitude was that such ccmm1ss1pns are an added expenditure of the
- 4bltaxpayers' maney. It was felt that theyshculdhe combined 1ntc >
;cne,_the washlngtcn State Human R1ghts Ccmm’s51cn. (There 1s a
h1gh degree of racial antagcn1sm from some whites of the area toward
m1ncr1ty pecple. To some, it appears minorities are favored:. for
- example, a letter addressed tc the Yakima branch cfflce cf ‘the
e washlngtcn State Human Rights Ccmm1851cn stated, "If I were a Jap,
‘=bm '2 N1gger, Sp1c, Hlke, ar, h1pp1e, I wculd be helped, but I am just _
- " a ucrklng class white." The man was asked to correct an 1mprcperly o
filled-out~form.): '

Regardlng,Aslan ﬂmg?icans. n"They have nct v1s1bly shcwn any

prcblems. They have .worked hard to ga1n the respect that they
4 have in the valley." : , ‘

The attitude amang younger ethnic m1ncr1ty pecple in the Yak;ma area
is that there is.a h1gh degree of racial prejudice in the area s agenc1esﬂ
but it is very subtle. A recent attempt by, Blacks, Chlcancs, Native
Americans, and a few Asian Amerlcans to have an area m1ncr1ty persaon

hired as Yakima ‘City's Human Relatlcns Officer was met by a respcnse cf
\ . . . ) AN ) . ' o
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thé 01ty S recrultlng and hlrlng a whlte woman from Spukane.
' Thus,- the lelthal mairistream in the Yakima Uallpy has rarely

1nvulved A51an American and uther ethnic minority: cummunltles. Thuugh

must Plllplnus are- Democrats and the Japanese, -Republicans, many Asian

Amerlcans feel that they have been - -accepted, yet the general  opinion

is that there are ng A51an Amerlcans qualifi=1 to serve in publlc Ufflce.
Thehfact that some’ af the ecunumlcally Successful A51an Amerlcans

have vucally suppurted some of. the area's elﬂcted UFflce horders: is

- 1mp0rtant for if contact with Asians is limited to thuse who are well

Uff and philosophically conservative, then it comes to: nc surprlse that

elected ufflce holders believe that A51an Amurlvans have no prublems.

i
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. 'ASIANS: VIEW THEIR PROBLEMS

a3

et}

Contrary to theigenerai picture of quiet and humhle people satisfied
with conditions and of the sterectypic attitude that "Asians have no
. problems," there are’ definite prchlems and needs of A51an Americans

in Yakima Ualley. '

Far the elderly, Health housing, liv1ng on a. fixed .income, 1sclaticn
*and ‘loneliness,-are real prchlems. There is the phencmendn of the "late
family" 1n the Pilipino ccmmunity Ta nuclear family ccn51st1ng of a.
father, aged 51xty and over, a mother, aged lhir\y and cver, and
ycungstere. There are cften scc1al problems attendant\tc\\his three
generational makeup in a famiry.. : ; T~

For the new immigrant: isolation, eccncmic dependence an uelfare
programs, and feelings of 1nsen51t1v1ty and preJudice fram’ pecple they
came in contact uith are real emcticns. The Korean marhrides are
1sclated and unaccustcmed to the culture, language and. lifestyle cf ‘
white Americans. It is only after their hushands have ahused and left

‘them that puhlic agencies have.- bften come in caontact with them. The -
| L

Vietnamese ‘have alsc ‘had to use uelfare. o B
. SThe Pilipino immigrants aften enter the country-with very little

'except the dreams and hcpes of sudden eccncmic prcsperity.? The "culture

\shcck“~1s very real uhen many find that the life in ‘America is nct what

was expected. 'Fﬁﬁ;, '. . s ', : 5
Unemplcyment underemploymen., and the lack of avg ahle SKlllEd
JDDS is a ma jor prchlem amcng the wyoung in the area. Thus the traditional
patternlis far the ycuth to leaye the area. Also, the ycuth have nat
participated in Asian American community affairs, and generally, have
de- empha51zed Asian values and traditions.
Thus, as the youth leave, there have been very feuw tc drau on fcr
leadeIship.rcles in ‘the dif sian American; ccmmunities. -Most of
the reccgnized leaderg/in’tizpj:iaﬁese Asscc1aticn and Filipinc Ccmmunity

are in their 51xt1es.

A : . The following 15 uritten after interviewing six ASJan Americans

who: are ucrking but nct in the occupations fdr which they have received’

-

< >
training. . : - o

v . ~
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* employment where she canfmcrk in -

) applications have been turned'dcmn,‘

rejection notigé in the maill, But o

/that is the only contact she has

JOSIE

» Josie is a recent ccllege N 4
graduate with a Bachelor of Arts'®
in Scciclcgy and Chicano Studies.
Half Chicana; half Pilipina, Josie

has been}lccking for somg type of
1y , |

either the‘Chfcanc and/ar the
Pilipincvccmmunities. " She has -
applied for several pcsltlcns in
social serv1ce agencies, - but has

been unsuccessful. When her

she is given the customary

had m1th the emplcyers.

She feels that the emplcyers,
in general, do not really care,
about the csndldates that file for -

the jobs. In addltlcn, Josie has grown t1red of the “bureaucratic

runaround" .that applylng for these gcvernment jobs. entalls.- She was :

told by one prospective emplcyer -that ﬂhe regason why she- was not chosen SR

Aﬁcrithe job as an outreach mcrker wAs because she had not. mcrked”Fcr the

- state government befare, that the JOD holder had to have six months. ‘i -

experience in .state gcvernment service. . e .
Upan hearlng of a possible caseworker pOSlthﬂ with the Lccal mental
health department, Josie.applied. ,The agency was "looking fcr an F\slan.‘j

but:did not have an cpening;Fcr a caseworker. . Josie was/infcrmed that

: she'mas'"misinﬁched, that ‘there were no jobs available, and, that she ' "ﬂ@

*would be cont ~d sh cd ahy ccening arise." She feels. that this is,

_just another - - . - .fg "bureaucratic runarcund."

Jcc_c hes . .zr working. part-time as a barmald in a local tavern.
But she dors not want to work there for the rest of her life. She -

has a ccrlege,educatlcn but cannat find emplcyment‘ln-her field of

'e}certise; ,She\plahs'tc leave the area for Seattle ceralifcrnia_if

24 ’
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no Jjob aomas up. She mentioned that sha knau beforehand tha+ it would

be +ouljﬁ"trying to Flnd a JOD. But this area is her home , and sha

ulll glvelt a yaar 5 try bafora she moves on. . . . — v
z[ © k _ ke

' BENJAMIN

2

Ben is a recent college graduate ulth a Master s Dagraa in Art.
;_Df Plllplno descent, ha has been trying to obtaln a taachlng jab in
“art aducatlon. Educatad in the’ ‘Miduwest, he came back tg this araa -
~______hacausa his family and friends are here. UOrklng as a salesman.in a
local dspartmant store selling photo aqulpmant Ben is flndlng that thara
:is very limited "jab opportunities in ralatlon to art. _
He is: supplemantlng his income by salllng some of hlS art work.
Ha has appllcatlons for amploymant all gver the country and is admlttadly
bldlng his t1ma before he laavaa ‘the area. Just like 3051a, he kneuw
. baforehand that “he would have a dlfficult time findlng amploymant in -
- his chosan pr0f85510n. (He has.been glvan the opportUnlty to teach one-

art class at Yakima Valley Collega, but. that 15 non- tanuradJ Ha will

-

give 1t a: year bafora he tr1as same other’ area.

STAN

‘A recent 1mm1grant from the Phlllpplnas, Stan nas axparianca in
accountlng and radlo tachnology.- Educated at the Unlvar51ty af Manlla’
"with a Bachelar of Arts in Business Admlnistratlon, He has several
years of axparlenca uorklng in the Phlllpplnas. While sarving in the o K
-Philippine Armad Sarv1cas, he also learned the - technical aspacts af” radlo
communlcatlons.f
Presantly, ha "is unamployad. Despite hls skllls, he has baan unable
'to flnd any accountlng or radlo tachnlclans %jobs in tha Yakima aréa.
" After several Frustrat;ng attampts to land Jobs, all he has to shol
 f0r hlS efforts is a pile of rejection notices. 0One of* the reasans .that
.ha was glvan for being raJactad for gavarnmant jobs is tha fact that he
has had no pr10r government experience.. . o B
Stan was turned down ‘at Pa01flc Power, Pacific Northwest Bell, tup \
local radia statlons, the City of Yaklma, thaQEbunty of Yakima, but 1{k
contlnulng to look. He attandad classes at the Dpportunitlas N //Y -

jIndustriallzatlon Gantar, but comparas them to high school trainlﬁg. “He. - ;

-

aE ) ! Y .
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

felt that he was overqualified ! fcr that program. . o3

In the last .three years that he has been in th1s country, he has
mcrked mcstly in farm labor type jobs. ~He feels stifled because he
belleves he can do accounting ths if given the chance. Stan thlnks
that he is belng rac1ally d1scr1m1nated agalnst but cannct point “the
finger at .what' or whcm. He is discouraged by his experlences in Amerlca,
and i's. thlnklng af moving back to the Phlllpplnes.. _

Fcr the unskilled, JOD cppcrtunltles seem avallable. These JDDS e

range frcm farm labor to janitcrial to sewlng. But the college educated

are Flndlng the emplcyment doors closed. UWhile, it” 1s true that mcst cf

those Gho leave fcr college know that cppcrtunltles in the area are
llm1ted, same - stlll return to flnd emplcyment. In the case of the

| X - : ’ P111p1nc 1mm1grant he 1s quite - _

' ‘shaken "tg find” that he cannct |

cbtaln a Jjob desp1te h1s backgrcund.
The 1mage af llfe in America that
‘1s“perce1ved in the Philippines
uhichhehccurages peaple ta ccme
Over dces not 1nclude the harsh
reallty cf unemplcyment Stan
‘definitely feels that racism is
very strong in this country --

his wife, Cora, agrees. |

-

-+ . CORA

;o
Ccraiacplied for-a clerk
pcslticn with the City:of Yakima.
After prellmlnary testlng, she was
¢,nct1f1ed by the City that she had
: the hlghest\quallflcatlcns “the
_ e JOD - she placed first out cf 50
'l | ;h 1 e L candldates. Yetw she did not get

the job. 0One of the questlcns she. uas{asked in the 1nterv1ew uas “90;
you know anybody in Yakima?" * She replled that she didn't. Bcra was -
‘tcld that +he clerk position requ;red knowledge of pecple whg were in

the City. Since.she knew nao.one, she became instantly "unqualified."

. - . . N
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

She.ls now ucrklng at nlght in a lccal cannlng company an the production

ling. , : %
Y

o

The fact that Asians represent a amail~plrtlcn of the: re51dents in

I
Yaklma’tends to shift. attentlcn away from the Rs méntioned earlier,

the number of. farm workers is decllnlng. whlle at ‘one time the maJcrlty

of farm . workers were e1ther Japanese or Plllpﬂnc,,the A51an farm worker

A

is a small minority today. But the fact . that Xhere is such a small ;?
number does not mean that they are not enccunterlng prchlems.~~ '

Small acreage Farmers are isolated because cF the spread. out

areas and farm workers are often cut cFF ‘fram any sembalance of community

aFFlllatlcn.' This pclnts to the lack of ccmmun1catlcns between the

.Asians in the .area. "., , . o \ - Q~. : . b
. The Fcllculng are stcrles of a Farm worker and small acreage farmer
living'in the Yaklma Valleyy ' \ -
. - \ ‘
, \ o . : M .' o \\
-~ BERNARD - . Co o

ot L Y .
' mcrklng on the same Farm for co

the past “twenty years, \Eernard aged s

65, is. pald $2.50 an hcuf\fcr a 50-

hour week. He .receives* nc cvertlme,

no unemployment ccmpensatlcn, na

medical heneflts. mcrklng ulth a

Crew of nine, Bernard has senved as

the fareman respcn51hle Fcr maklng/
tsure that each m%n does ‘his wark.

He has ccmplalned hecause he felt | .
-that while he was respcn51blevfcr. B B
“the crew, he was not getting paid |

any more than they were.: The crew,
including‘cne Native American and
_ seven "1llegal aliens," were -

reSpcn51ble for elghty acres --

prunlng, +h1nn1ng, and harvesting ]

the crchards for a German. Amerlcan.’ .

This employer Favcrs u51ng nan- uhlte A

. -27%\ | o
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‘for the past three or four years.

»apparent that social services, such as med1oai services, hlllngual

- as uell.

©

workers because the.“whltes are too, lazy, took too many hreaks, and - v :ﬂ

_goofedh7round too much." . ' . - R =

" While the employer .did not pruv1de heneflts, he.doe§ offer 11v1ng
quarters for his workers.. Bernarc has lived in"the same haouse for the
past twenty years -- a small cottage that serves as the home for his.
Famlly, a wife and two pre -school children. The house 1tself is not
sufficiently 1nsulated, and as Bernard puts 1t “It'r very oold'in the
w1nter." In the summer, the family is constantly bothered hy flies,
which seems to 1nfer that sanitation cond1t1ons are poor.

At 65 years, Bernard has Ssotial seourlty benefits as an additional

source of income. It comes in hardy durlng the u1nte£ time because

‘Bern F1nds little work then. He did not know about unemployment compensa-

. tion, hut was definitély interested. ‘with,one of his children starting

school, he is looking: for additional fnoome. Like many people in his
51tuat1on, Bern often .talks about leav1ng the area; but when the farmlng
\

seasan comes, he 1s out in the fields agaln. He has spoken aof leaulng

The maJorlty of" concerns toward farm uorkers in the .area has heen=
d1reoted touard the plight of the Chloano migrant- worker. It is VEeTYy = \
duoat1on, drug oounsellng, and housing, are deflnltely neaded by the. : .
Chloano farm worker. But, in the most part, the concerns-of P111p1no

farm workers, such as Bernard, are overlooked because of their omall
numbers. : - o X - ' 1
As far as Bernard is ooncerned the farm:is not unhionized and he .
wonders why. He:does feel exploited and wants the heneflts that a
union (he has heafd of “the UNITED FARM. hJ[JRHERS UNION) can help obtainm.

He is sure that the rest of his crew wants the beneflts and higher wages

o

P

- TONY.

' Tony, a small farm ouwner of three acres has worked the same land

since’1949. His typioal‘work day sohedole includes getting uo at 5 a.m.,

‘out in the fields by 6, and “then tendlng hlS fruit and vegetable stand -
in ‘the afternoon. In the summer, he" wlll olose up the stand at 10 P. me”

In effeot he ulll put in about 16 Hours a day during the farm season.

. - :25_ . o



In the summer, he tends this farm. In winter, he holds a part-time
job pruning trees for another farmer.‘ While he does sell some of his
produce to food diz trubutora, such as the Inter Ualley Produce Company,

most of hlS 1ncome comes from the roadside fruit and vegetable stand.

-

farm work plantlng, sowing, ploulng, harvestlng° At the age of 66,
he nas'se n the dlsappearance of the small .armer, the emergence of
corporatlrn farms, and feels 1t is only a question of t1me before he
ulll be Furced out. o
. .The future of the small farmer is not bright. Tony started out
in 1949 with five acres.' The Washington State Highway Department took
one acre!(for which Tony was paid $700) for Highway 97 connecting wapato
to Tocppenish. He.has been offered $1,000 an'acre for his land, but he -
has no fntentian of ‘selling out; Un the other.hand,fne does not foresee -
~tnat his bueiness will continne to exist in the future;: '

' Corporation- farms have emerged in the area.because of the excellent
‘ proflt potentlal in the area's good farming conditions. Boise Caacade,
Del Monte, Libby's, Sna- Kigt, gnd U & I Sugar have already established _
rooté It has been mentioned that the Boeing Company is very interested.
in entering the Valley as q»farmer.asewell., With eompetition such as
- this, anall farmers are slowly being edged out of the business.

Tony does not expect to make plenty of money - just enough to get

by. He Feels that as long as the road51de traveler drlves by and stops

to shop at hlS stand, he will cantlnue to thrive. But he has.env1saged
i - -29- -
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" turning an area of many small farms into an area df a feu large ‘ONes.
Because many of -the small farmers are gettlng advanced 1n age Lecause s

yodnger small farmers have not, appeared to take the land over, and '?f'll.

 because of the corporate trend, most small farms are belng.sold. : :

- [
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- In eummary, the vital concerns df the Asian Amerlcan cummunlty -
. are real,.thﬁ ererly, kealth, housing; the new 1mmlgrants, alcuhdllsm, .
unempldyment and,underempldymenu, dentlty, the continuation-of the
ethnlc cnmmunltles.' in VETY feﬁ cases ‘have edlutidns‘been offered by
‘area agencies, elther at the gouernmental or prlvate levels., - 7

’ Sad*y, the A51an Amerlcan cummunlty has rarely-called attention in
a unified way to Lhese prdblems. _ r :

Q '

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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" CONCLUSIONS

[

Me .uve attempted to glve the reader ar acecount of the hlstdry
-af Ualrry Asran Amerlcans and an 1n51ght to some of- the1r cConcerns.
tdday. Repeatlng an ‘aften used phrase, it was ddne in line ulth the
phllOSOphy that ‘Asians do have comman prdblems, exper1ences, and
. Needs in Amerlca. Me have qund that Yakima Ualley represents a unique.
‘rural- agrlcultural area and that the prdblems facing Asian Americans
in the Ualley are 51m11ar amang, A51ans all acrdss the Un1ted States.

~~ The area gives strong cantrasting views . af the ways that® the "
capltallstlc system dperates in the country. One’ view shows the - - SR
seasonal farm udrkers udrklng ldng ten ‘hour days doing hard back~
breaking labcr; andther the ~garment Factdry udrker, sewing day in and vf(
day out on the samz machine for seven,years; anather, the small Farmer,
51tt1ng at hlS roadside stand, dduhtful of hig‘ future and Jjust waltlng . . f_"
- untll the large farmers or corporatldns +ake away his bu51ness. The
‘,Flnal view is ef ethnic- rrdups attemptlng to preserve their cultural -
heritage in an era of"'diminished community participation. _ )

The opposite view®has the corporatiaon and"large farms employing
"1llegal allens" because, "they are the ‘only gddd workers that can be
~depended upon," ndt to mention that these pedple can ill afford to
demand anythlng 51nce recngnltldn means depdrtatldn, The view of the
politicians is that they are ansuerable to the people that prdv1de‘
their campaign suppdrt 1.e., the large farmers and the. pr1vate SECtOP’

The irany beh1nd all of this is that-there are maore pedple
without land and out af bu51ness in the Ualley. The -contrast between
the” have and the have- nots is very vivid.' o : R . . ¢

The intense struggles . that the d1FFerent Yakima Ualley Asian b
Amerlcan communltlee went thrdugh from the l9DD'e to 1940'a have been-
"transFormed to nemer struggles and issues. The achievements of gettlng'
a foothold in America and winning the rights,td ecanomic- 1ndependence
_Nhave been transformed by the fact that America iteelF has gone through
prdﬁdund'changes, especiallyuduring the past Fifteen years.

Admittedly, the Asian‘Americans in the area-have seen worse times.
Anti-Asian pregudlce and dlscr1m1nat10n 15 somethlng that pedple 1n the
Valley remember as a real threat to their 11ves. The Japanese - who
‘returned after the war were not welcome. ‘- The Pllipinde had to struggle

U .
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- agalnst lams and people in the area which made it difficult for them'

“to. start Farmlng. These Aslan Amerlcans’have seen mois, pickets;

angry neuspaper edltcrlals calling for their removal, hcmhing, and

name calling. ' e | ) ' ' i

_ But, the 1ssues fac1ng Aslah Amerlcans tcday are just as important
as those first struggles. They are more so, because of the complacency

af Aslans and the false la?els wh#Eh have heen placed on Asian Amerlcans'

by White- Amegiga. ‘ ’ . o ) ,

| \‘The'issue facing Yakima Valley Asian Americans -today encompass the
young and old, the long time resident, and the nem.immigrant . It is a
struggle of 1dentrty,'class preJudlce, economic 1nstab111ty, agalnst
prchlems cf health and aging, d1m1n1sh1ng numbers, 1mm1gratlcn, educatlcnr
systemsf dlmlnishlng 1nterest 1n Asian American ccmmunlty affalrs and
'part1c1patlcn in Amerlca 5 pclltlcal system.

| Far Yaklma Ualley Asian Americans, houw these 1ssues are faced wfll
determine the future. It looks dcubtful The Japanese and- Piliping
farm owners are concerned that’ there will be no one left to take cver.
their farms. The young peaple are leav1nq. One Japanese ccmmunlty
‘leader ccncedes the view, that the Japanese ccvmunlty is dylng. The
P111p1nc ccmmunlty has stagnated and needs new blood.  The Chinese )
have nao cppcrtun1t1es other than the restaurant business.  °.

/The choice seems clear., In America' s bicentennial year, . the Aslan
American group of Yakima Ualley are also 1nvclved in renewing selv-
vdetermlnatlcn, the cancept that: Asian Americans heccme a part aof any
dec1sldn ar lele making positions which dictates hcw the system will
affect them. The few peaple that are ccmmltted to an Asian Amerlcan
concept in Yaklma valley will continue to try tc, dnlte:the pecple af

"the different Asian American communities in this effort.
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