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ABSTRACT
Six evaluations of the elementary level social
studies project The Family of Man are briefly described. In the first
evaluation, conduc*ed in Minnesota from 1967-69, taped interviews
relating experimental and control group childrens* perceptions of
other peoples were compared. Six major differences were noted between
+he groups, including an increased understanding of children in the
experimental group that ways of living are learned. In the second
evaluation, students in Bellevue, Washington, were queried about
their knowledge of and interest in social studies.' Experimental group
children generally knew more and were more interested. In the third
evaluation, the Speedier project in Pennsylvania, researchers
concluded that teachers and students invelved in The Family of Man
project were more interested in social studies than ever before. In
the Chelmsford, Massachusetts study, scores of fourth grade students
using The Family of Man program were significantly higher than the
national norm. In the fifth evaluation, test results of 700 first and
___seeond grade students in Pairfax County, Virginia, schools indicated
that children in the experimental group outperformed control group
children in 36 of the 40 test items. In the final evaluation,
researchers concluded from data in the November 1973 issue of "Social
Education™ that The Family of Man had the best possible scores of any
primary grade social studies program for which reports were received.
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I. Minnesota: Marlowe Berg Study

A. Conducted in c<chools in the Minneapalis-St.Paul area, 1967-1969,
with ¢chiicr e in gradee 1-4.

B. Instruwent used: taped interviews relating to children's per-
ceptions of othar peoples.

C. Results

1. The pupils in classcs using the Project's curriculum
materials made a signiticantly lardger number of responses
noting siinilerities baotween themsclves and the peoples of
other culturcs than did childrer in other classes in the
same schouls.,

2. There weore no significant differences in the number of
responses notina differances between themselves and
other peoples of the world.

.

3. Children in the classes using the Project's curriculum
made significantly more responscs noting differences in
environmontal use.

4. Children in the clesses using the Project's curriculum
made a significantly larger nurher of respenses calling
attention to the fact that ways of living are Jearned.

5. Children in the classes using the Preoject's curriculum:
made conmnts rotinng difforences in skin color later
during thz course cof interviews than did those not
studying these courses,

6. Rather ambiguous results were obtaincs fiom the data

i relating to the question, "Do chiildrer -7 *the primary
level understand cultural chenge?" The ~.w numbers
indicate relatively feow responses relevant to this
category. The percentage, hewever, shows the Project
groups in a more favoreble light, althouch the differ-
ences are not statistically sienificant. It would scem
that a number of things may have occurred: Children of
this age may not be able to comprehend principles of
culture change, the Project materials st~essing this
idea .may not have beon dramatic cnough tor this aage
group, or the study may not really have assessed chis
area. The questions askad, for exarple, may not have
been likely, when used with still pictures, to elicit
ideas about change. Indeed, it may be surprising that
children suggested as frequentiy as they did that the
ways these people Tive might change. MNevertheless,
this sixth finding in the study has been used by the
Project's staff in revising materials in the primary
grades to dramatize chenge more clearly.
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11. Bellevue, Washington: Gilbert Sax and Ted Kaltsoui s study

A. An attempt to determine how children studying under the experimental
program comparc with children studying undar the regular social studies
program of the Cellevue Schools on the basis ¢f a number of cognitive
and affective measures. The following questions were to be answered:

1. Are there any differences betwecen the experimental
and control groups at the end of the experimental
period as far as social studies knowlcdge and dis-

. position toward social studies are concerned?

2. Is there any differcence between the experimental and
the control groups of the previous year as far as
retention of knewledge is concerned during the period
between spring and fall of 19657

3. Is there any difference between these teachers in the
experinental situation and those in the control situation
in regard to their attitude toward the social studies
program,

B. Instruments used

1. Primary Social Studies Test for the lower qrades of the
elementary school developed by Ralph C. Preston and Robert
V. Duffey, published by Houahton HMifflin Company, and de-
signed to tost the social studies content nost commonly
taught in the lower grades of the elerentary schocl.
Administoered to the fourth gradszrs of both the experi-
mental and control groups in the fall of 1968 and to the
third graders in the spring of 1969.

2. Ranking of Subiccts Survey developed by the investigators.
Designed Lo determine the children's preference of social
studies as compared to mathcmatics, science, English.
Administered to the fourth gradars (the previous year's
experimantal control third grade classes) in the fall of
1968 and to the third graders in the spring of 1969.

3. In addition to the instruments listed above, the investigators
developed a survey which was administered to the teachers in
the fall of 1968 and again in the spring of 1969. This survey
was designed to determine whether there were any differences
between those tcachars in the experimental situation and those
in the control situation in regard to their attitude towerd the
social studies program.

C. Pesults

1. In spite of the traditional orientation of the tests used,
the children in the experimental group performed equal to,
or better than the children in the control groups.

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



nNo

The performance of the third and fourth graders in the
experimental groups wes consistently superior to the
performance of the third and fourth graders in the control
groups.

3. The attitudes of the experimental children toward such concepts
as social studies, Unitnd States of fmerica, and school tended
to be more positive than the attitudes of children in the con-
trol groups.

4. DBoth the experimental and the controi groups showed approxi-
mately equal capability to retain what they had learned over
a period of scveral months.

5. The attitude of teachers involved in the Bellevue Experimental
Social Studies Program teward social studies in general was
more positive than the attitude of those teachers in the regu-
lar progran.

I1T1. SPEEDIER: Chuck Myers study

A.

Pilot social studies materials project, 1968-1970, in suburban and
rural communities in South Central Pennsylvania as part of SPEEDIER
Proiect, (Title 111 - ESEA).

Instruments used

1. Primary Social Studies Test by Houahton Wifflin,
rades 1-3

2. STLP, Social Studies Test by Educational Testing Service,
Grades 4-6

3. Teacher interviews and surveys
Results

1. Children were far more interested in social 2tudies than
cver before.

2. Students eppeared to be mastering th  skills and
generalizations.

3. In a number of classrooms, the ch. :n werc more actively
involved in the learning process.

4. Teachers edopted a variety of teaching strategics.

5. Teachers did not feel confined to a book or a specific
piece of information.

IV. Chelmsford,ifassachusetts: SRA/LTS Study

A.

Chelmaford Public Schoois implemented lMinnesota Project Social Studies

(now known as TET FAMILY OF MaN) in Scptember of i968. The social studies
program at the primary grade level prior to that time had been based on the
fairly traditional "expanding horizons" approach which used a text and re-
lated materials., '
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B. Instruments uscd with all grade four students

1. SRA Achievement Test: Social Studies

2. STLP II Social Studies Achievement Test
C. Results

1 Significant agrowth in post implermentation scores after three
year period (program irplemented in arade one, September 1968

Fourth grade test adainistered in Spring 1972.) Grade four
scores reported in grede cquivalent norms: ‘

Year Administered Rational form Chelmsford Horm
1968 4.4 4.5
1969 4.7 4.8
1970 no test administere
1971 no test administere
1972 4.7 5.3
1973 4.8 5.4
1974 4.7 5.4

2. Overall Chelmsford children scored significantly higher than
the nationai norms.

3, Chelmsford children have greater ascendency over the norms as
/" they move up from grade & to 5, and from gracde 5 to 6 indicating
a very positive cumulative effect.

4. Lower scoring children have more ascendency over the noviis than
high scoring chilaren.

5. The individual test item analysis indicated that Chelmsford
children at all arade levels scoered significantly higher than
the norms group on cateaories within the test such as organizing,
interpreting, and cveluating inforrmation or any of the social
science discipiines. Tris would indicate that no aspect of the
social studies program is being ignored.

V. Fairfax County, Virginia: Ron Savage Study

A. Suburban Washington, D. C. residential communily piloted Family cf Man
materials in grades 1 and 2 during the 1972-1973 school year.

B. Instrument used: Over 700 students were tested with the Primary
Social Studics Test of thie Fairfax fchiavement Series developed
by Dr. Cecil Clark, Division of Rescaerch and Testing, Fairfax
County Public Schools.

C. Results

1. Children in the experimental groun outperformed the control
group in 36 of the 40 test items.
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VI.

The mean score difference of over three points was significant.

It made no difference wheth2r the experinental child was in
grade 1 or 2, he/she still outperformed his/her control counter-
part. TFirst graders using The Family of Han even outscored the
older second graders who didn't use the program.

Social Education: Curriculum Information Hetwork

A.

The 1973 dssue of Social Fducation included the first report
from the Cli--Curriculini Information iiotwork, a network of
readors willing to supply evaluative infermation on social
studies curiiculus materials they were usine. Although only

a siall nurber of reports viere received on elementary school
materials, the nuvber of rororts received on The TFamily of tan
was cowparable to that of the other elementary programs.

Questions asked

1. How well did these raterials werk ﬁith your students?
Possible reaponses: 1.7 (always worked well) to 5.0
(Never worked weil).

2. How do these matericis comnare with other sccial studies
materials you have uzod?  Possible responscs: 1.0 (Much
better) Lo 5.0 (Much worse).

3. Vould you recormend these materials for use by others?
1.0 (Yes) to 3.0 (ln).

Results

The Family of Man had the best possible scores of any primary
grade social studies proeran for which reports wore received.
(Question #1: 1.0%  #2: 1.45 #3: 1.4.) The program's
eifectiveness with students, question #1, was particularly
significant.



