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ABSTRACT 
Notably isolated from the large  metropolitan centers 

by geography and predominantly agricultural in its economy, Kern 
County is California's third largest county in land area.,, About . 
one-third of the county is situated on the flat valley floor at the
extreme southern end of the San Joaquin Valley. The area, relies 
Heavily on Chicano and Black manual labor. The educational background
and mean annual income is low. On a county level, the median income/ 

in-the county is $11,925 and the median school years completed is
12.1. The disparity in educational attainment, type of employment,' 
and income level .for ethnic minorities is evident, and to the ethnic 
minorities, it is a continuing source of aggravation. This is a major 
problem bécáuse the minorities see it as a part of an unwritten plan 
that does hot allow any possibility for their own betterment. To the 
Chicanos and Blacks in the area, employment is related to education 
which in turn is related to'income. The issue of'school segregation 
in this rich agricultural land has recently reached a new Level of 
concern. This paper reviews the status of desegregation/integration 
in Kern County, identifies the desegregation problem areas in the 
county, and offers some suggestions for the improvement of this 
desegregation/integration problem area. (Author/NQ) 
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School Desegregation in the
SOUTH SAN Joaquin Valley

The issue of school desegregation in the rich agricultural land of 

the south central valley' of California has•reoently reached a new level 

of oonoern. The local oammmity has for years been taking the brunt  of

being a backward, rural ccnmmity and mare recently has been placed in 

the same category of oonservatism as Orange County. It has achieved the 

status of being an ultraconservative county-city. Similarly, this part 

of the south San Joaquin Valley has also been associated with the problems 

of.the U.F.W.U. (The United Farm Workers Union) and the farm labor'problems 

of nearby Delano to the mirth. These two areas of conservatism and 'labor 

unrest have contributed greatly to the ur ft}sion of school desegregation 

and the efforts of the local community to integrate the local school system

The problems of integregation, within the county and the local public 

schools, is not insurmountable in the southern part of the San Joaquin) 

Valley. The fact that the population is not large,.that'rapid transportation 

is riot a serious problem,       and that children and adults are at least partially 

integrated in the schools and places of business already offers good evidence 

that complete integration in.this part of the county would not be very diffi-

cult to tachieve. 

It is with this optimistic view that this,.ppáition'paper is written. 

'Specifically, it is the intent of this paper to explore the following areas: 

(1) to review the status of desegregation/integration in Kern County, (2) to 

identify the desegration problem areas in this area: and (3) to off&i acre 

suggestions for the improvement of this desegregation/integration problem' 

area. 



The .Sáuth Sari Joaquin Valley' 

The County of Kern was orglnized on Apri 2', 1866 frcm_partl,ons,of 

lice Angeles EXznty on the south and Tulare County on the nom. Since 

the discovery of gold in the belt of the Kern River in 1851, this area has 

increased in population to its present populati*n of 341,000 inhabitants. 

Originally,. this area of the southern Saz,Joaquin was the home of the 

Yekut Indiana. The first white settler to cure into this region of the 

state was Cmdr. Don Pedro Fages (Spanish) who. later became governor of 

Alta California (1). 

Kern County fa California's third largest County in lind area. About 

one-third of the county i5 situated'on the flat valley floor at the extrem 

southern end of the Sari Joaquin Valley. The valley is walled in on three 

sides by a horseshoe sloped rim of mountains. On the west is the Temblor 

Range which runs northwest to southwest; on the south 'are the Tehachapis

to the east are the footllls and ranges of the Sierra/Nevada Mountains. 

The el.èvaticn of the county ranges fram'205 feet above sea level on'the 

valley floor to 8,775 feet at Sawmill Mountain: /Part of Kern County 

includes the ?$.jave Desert, which-has an elevation of about 3,000 feet 

above sea level (2). 

Clims6 wise, Kern County with its surrounding topogaphy affords the 

county with valley, mountain, and high desert climatic variations within

relative short distances. The valley floor is semiarid with an average

annual rainfall of 5.72 inches per year. During,the winter, the valley 

floor experiences law temperatures of as low as '26' F'. and during the

sunnier, high tetperatures of 105'F, are not uncanron (31, 

, This description of the south San Joaquin Valley establishes the 

geographical uniqueness of the Bakersfield area. The Tehaehapis to the 



south act as a natural barrier for the Los Angeleá urban dwellers, while 

Fresno a hundred miles to the north still maintains its.rural farming influ

ence.. The south San Joaquin Valley where the city°o>=•Bakersfield is located 

is predominantly a rural'farming area. Primarily noted for its cotton pro-

duction, Kern County, with Bakersfield as the seat of the gabernment; also 

produces onions, potatoes, peaches, oranges, plums, grapes,. hay, sheep, wool. 

The county, like the immedi~Bakersfield area, is notably isolated fran'the

large metropolitan centers by geography and is predominatly agricultural in 

its economy. In great part, due to its geography andwater dependent economy, 

Kern County has from its early beginning been slow in its development and 

conservative in its outlook towards the fhture (41 

' Kern County is about'the size Of Oonnecticu Rhode Island, and 

Delaware combined.. With 8,664 square miles of land, the county is the

sedond largest agricultural'producing area in the United'States.. The pop-

ulatibn.of Kern, County in 1970 was estimated to be 330,234 (5). This rep-

resents an increase of 1.3.1% for the population since the 1960 census., Of 

the total population in 1970, 18,637 or 5.64% of the population was classified 

as Black, while 55,310 our 16..7% of the pdpulatioñ was classified as Spanish 

surname (6). According to the 1960'census report, this was a gain of 1,897 

or less than .1% for the Black population. The gain for the Spanish surname 

was 25,89.1 or-a 6.6% gain during the same period., These estimate indicate

that the Black population'in the Greater Bakersfield area, where most Blacks 

appear to be concentrated, is at best remaining even while the Spanish-

speaking community gained better than 6% during the ten years between 

•1960-197Q• (7),. Current estimates (1976) pioject a 10% increase for the 

' 'Spanish surnames acmmunity. 

Other~éthnie gdnoiltiies I,rs Kern County include the Filiiinos with h 



population of about 2,087 or .6% of the population, Chinese with .3% of 

the population, and Japanese with about .2i of the population (Census, 1970). 

Other ethnic minority groups such as Egyptian, Yemenese are too small and 

Contribute only a small fraction of one peroentaije point in the total pop-

ulatiop. 

The significance of these figures lies in the fact that the majority 

of Spanish surname (hereafter referred to as Chicanos), Blacks, and Orientals 

are thé backbone of the agricultural 1,ihn* force fór the county. The employ 

ment distribution for, the county includes 17.3% agricultural; 19.4% trade, ' 

 23.5% goverrmlint, 14.4% pervioes as the major sources of employment. With 

a labor force of 116,800 (Board of Trade, 1970) and a population of about 

74,000 Chicano and Black, it can be inferred that the expression that "a 

great number of minority ambers are•field workers" is probably correct. 

The exceptions to this expression are those few'govearrment staff members, 

retail business employees, and teachers and professors found in the local 

school system and the local state college who,are.a token representation of 

the total Community conçositicn» 

Also significant about these fig mes is thé distribution of both 

Chicano. and Blacks within the Greater Bakersfield• area. According to the 

1970 census report (Figure 1) , most Chicanos are concentrated in census tracts 

No. 13, 21, 23.01, and 23.02 (excluding 28 other census tracts'with 408 or more 

Chicanos). Outside the city Limits; Ch Banos are mainly located in•tracts 

No. 44 (the city of Wasco), 48. (the ei*% of..Delano), 63 (the city of Arvin), 

and 64 (the city of Lamont) ,£Áppendua; A): Similarly,•most Blacks are ooncen-

trated in census tracts No. 15, 20, 21, 22, which are all contiguous tracts

within the city of Bakersfield, and including census tracts No. 2S, 44 (the 

city óf Wasco), 48 (the city of Del.ano,.and 57 (F7dwárds Air Base)4 When
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coupled with numbers of years of schooling and inom e levels,̀ these figures 

reveal characteristics about the areas. 

TABLE 1 

Distribution of. Ethnic Minorities 
Kern County - April 1, 1970 

Chicanos, 

Census 
Tract 

School 
Years 

Family 
Income pm: 

Census 
Tract 

School 
Years 

Family
Income POL._ 

13 8.2 $6,135 2,996 15 10.1 $4,174 904 
21 6.8 4,854 2,121 20 10.9 5,386 3,365 
23.01 , 8.2 6,304 2,467 21 8.7 4,280 1,002 
23.02 6.5 4,551 2,123 22 8.6• 3,677 4,174 
44 5.0 4,515 2,537 25 9.5, 4,359 3,317 
48 6.8 5,592 4,495 44, 8.7 6,189 786 
'63 5.8 5,309 1,896 48 8.8 4,552 518 
64 4.6 4,956 3,493 57 12.6 5,881 960

It should be noted that while all'the census tracts where Blacks appear 

to be ,céhtralized in Kern County were listed, there were 28 other districts 

where Chicanos were left out of the description. Tracts No. 8, 28.03, 29, 

and 51»for example, produced the follywing-information. 

TABLE 2. 

Schooling And Income Characteristics Of Minorities 
Kern County - April 1,. '1970 

Census Years Family 
Tract Schooling Income 

8 12.1 $11,657 566 
28.03 12.5 9,667 479 
29 12.4 9,800 523 
53 12.5 11,692 710 

In contrast to the Chicanos average of 6.4 years of schooling, `and a 

mean income of $5,277, based on the eight census tracts discussed above, 

the Black population averages 9.7 years of schooling and A mean incáre.of 



$4,812. Similarly, the averages for four of the'cenisus tracts not included 

in the more heavily Chicano concentrated areas of this paper, for purposes 

of population balance and ethnic localization, are'12.3 years of schooling 

and a mean income of $10,704. These four census tracts, hohever, are not 

heávily'populated and are the exception to the general minority population 

makeup (8). ' 

In sum, the geographical area now called Kern County is a harsh and 

semiarid area that is heavily dependent on water and cheap sources of 

lahnr The area is predominantly ,agricultural and relies fieavily on 

Chicano and Black manual labor. As evideneea by statistical data, the 

educational background and mean annual income is low. On a county level, 

the median income for Kern County is $11,925 (Board of Trade, 1976) and 

the median school years completed is 12.1 (Kern County Planning Ccmrtissien, 

1975). The disparity in educational attainment, type of employment, and 

income level for ethnic minorities in Kern County is evident, and to the 

' ethnic minorities, it is a cootinúing source of Aggravation. This is a 

major problem in this area becausa the minorities see it as a part of an 

unwritten plan that does not allow any possibility for their own better-

ment. To the Chicanos ands Blacks in this part of the southern San Joaquin 

Valley, employment is related to education which in turn is related to 

inane. After a long and arduous history in this valley, Chicanos, Blacks, 

and the Other minorities still seek'their rightful respect and equal 

opportunity. 

National Desegregation Policy Applied to Kern County 

The Statement by Showell (9) that "...attitudes,'arrangá rnts, policies, 

and practices which underlie the increased separation Of Blacks and Whites 

in this country are'deeply embedded in the American subconscious and just 



as deeply ingrained in its institutions" has 1 ring of familiarity. Not 

that the ring is true and typical only to Bakersfield or Kern County but 

because evidence for thestatement exists almost everywhere in this 

country. In particular, recall the Supreme.Court--decisions that have 

.affected our lives until 1954 when these decisions were overturned. The 

Plessy vs. Ferguson decision of 1896 by the Supreme Court granted con-

stitutional protêction to deliberite segregation by its' separate-but-

&ual" ruling regarding facilities for Blacks and Whites. The court 

stated that.a race could be politically and socially free even though 

legislation could be written to discriminate it in 'all areas of life. 

Pn another decision, Cummings vs. County Board of Education, the court 

went in favor of allOwiñg a white school board of education to close a 

Black school in order to use the money for a White school. The Supreme 

Court iii this decision deliberately gave the school boards the right to 

exclude Black children and provided additional support for government 

and school districts to%foster racial segregation. These two decisions 

at the turn of the Twentieth Century only served to condition the minds

of white Americans including those il) Bakersfield and the Kern County area. 

It ,served to-develop a mentality of sußerioritp\ard of a privileged class 

that still exists today. 

In 1954, under the leadership of a former governor from California, 

the court ruled that the "separate-but-equal" provision of the 1896 court 

decision was discriminatory and, hence, could never be equal.           The Brown 

vs. €School Board of Topeka, Kansas, 1954, court decision eliminated     the 

"separate-but-equal" doctrine frian public school education without address-

ing itself to making illegal inequalities of segregated education resulting 

from gerrymandered school districts, redistricting, or the 'tracking of 



students. This left open a wide'area fot interpretation which local 

school districts, including school districts in Kein•Couritjj, have been 

taking advantage of for years.• The court's decision a year later, 1955, 

to_alllw for antisegregation to take'place on a gradual bàsis has further 

delayed the elimination of segregation and its practices at the public school

level. Other minor,court decisions have also hampered the success 

/ of the antisegregation ruling and have slowed the process of integregation. 

This is further evidence that the white daninated society and its institu-

tions have deeply embedded-racial isolation and subjugation in their 

subconscious mind (10). 

Congress, ih 1964, passed the Civil Rights Act which included several 

Titles. Title VI of this act was heralded as one of the most important 

pieces of legislation to cane out of congress in years for it provided 

that no person in the United States should, on the gioiinds of race, color, 

or natural origin,.be excluded from participation in, or be denied the 

benefits of,'or be subjected to discrimination under any prograM or activ-

ity receiving federal financial assistance. The only provision that was 

mandated by the act was that no official or court of the United States,

.was to be enpaaered to issue any order that would require the busing of 

pupils to achieve racial balance. This congressional act of 1964 was 

regarded as one of the greatesticongressional achievei ents of all time. 

But like the judicial branch of government, the Congress later had to 

modify its language and change/a good part of'the direction the congres-

sional act was supposed' to engender. 

When H.E.W. began tb enforce the provisions of the act on the north 

(Chicago, Indianapolis) and west (Los Angeles, Tucson), massive confronta-

tions began and ih a'few years eroded the good intentions of the act (11). 



In.the controversy, Congress became convinced that any segregation found 

in the north was not really intentional, but rather, that if segregation 

did exist it was because of uncontrollable housing patterns. Thus arose, 

in the mid 1960's, the issue of de facto vs, dé jure segregation. De facto 

Segregation, it has been stated, is caused.by social 'forces and not by 

governmental or judicial fiat. In reality, by congressional adol•Supreme 

Court nonaction with respect to de facto segregation, both of these govern-

mental bodies have'sancLioned this type of segregation. A policy of "no 

policy" regarding de facto segregation is in reality a policy specifically 

'.written to preserve segregation. 

The. significance of these court decisions. is evidenced 'in practically 

all the ccrmunities in the Kern County area that have utilized the'deseg-

regation escape provisions embodied in the decisions at one time or another. 

It 4s the loopholes found in thése'essentially far reaching decisions, that 

the institutions and agencies of this area closely work through. It is this

segregationist mentality that undermines the original intent of the 

judicial and ctngressional desegregation orders. 

The city of Bakersfield is•the largest of all the cities in Kern County 

'and serves'as the county seat. The other cities (Delano,, pop. 15,250, 

Wœ, pop. 8,625,_ A yin, pop. 5,325) in thé county are smaller in size 

and population but are very similar in attitude and orientation to the

city óf Bakersfield. The ethnic population and its 1rrAllzation within 

thé respective cities is also similar in pattern to that of the city of 

' Bakersfield (Kern County Planning Commission, 1974). For these reasons, 

the following presentation of data and its analÿsis will'be made only with 

reference to the city of Bakersfield. 

The Bakersfield City School District 



The Bakersfield City School District is located principally within 

.the city of Bakersfield. It is catposed of 36 elementary schools, 25 of 

which have state identified ethnic minorities-of 25% Cr greater, which are 

administered bŸ one central office. .The administrative offices house the 

.Superintendent of Schools and all the other typical administrative heads 

and their staffs. The principals, similarly,. are housed in their respec-

tive schools, and. they, in ¿turn, administer the programs through their' 

teachers. In Kern Cbunty,, the student populatioh,is apprnocimately 85,479 

and is,composed of 5,883 (6.9%) Black and 18,051 (21.1%) Chicano students 

(12). In the Bakersfield City School District schools, sixteen schools . 

have 25% or more Chicano students. Kern County Joint Union High School 

District encompasses the whole county while Bakersfield City School 

District encompasses only the city of Bakersfield. Classroom teachers 

,'(K-8) in the Bakersfield City School District number 782 of which 37 ,

(4.7%) are Spanish surnamed. Of the total number of principals (36), 

there are 2 (5%) that are Spanish surnamed while there are 4 (11%) of 

which are Black (13). 

The concentration of Chicano and Black students, as evidenced by 

school enrollments, follows very closely the housing patterns as identified 

by the census report of 1970 by numbered tracts (Fig. 1). The pattern of. 

school boundary line identificatinn,through the past few yearsíhas'been one 

of extending or modifying the school boundary lines in keeping with the

direction of the expanding minority'population. 

As of October 1974, there were six elementary schools identified as 

having a total enrollment of 3,584 students as shown in Tàble 3. In June 

of 197g, these Same schools were shown to have,a total school enroll:tent of 

3,530. The ethnic minority breakdown is'not available since an ethnic 



survey of the schools was not conducted during the 1975-76 academic year. 

In 1974, the Thonis Language Proficiency Test (14) was admihistered. 

at the same schools with the following language results: 

TABLE 3' 

Chicano and Black Enrollments at Six Selected Schools 
October 1974 

Name of School 
Tbtal Student 
Population Student Population % of Total 

Mt. Vernon . 817 Chicano. 695' 
Black 27 

85% 
3% 

,Jefferson 46Q - Chicano 343 
Black 8.. 

75% 
2% 

Baker 471 Chicano 277 
Black 188 

59% 
40% 

Williams 635 Chicano 333 
Black 47 

52% 
78 

Fremont 512 'Chicano 199 
. •Black 311 

39% 
61% 

Owens 689' 

Total 3,584 

Chicano 236 
Black 445 

34% 
65% 



Mt. Vasrnon L.E.S.* 103 
N.E.S.* 31 

Jeffersàn L.E.S. 27 
N.E.S. 9 

L.E.S. 40 
N.E.S.. 9 

Williams L.E.S. 22
N.E.S. 6

Fremont L.E.S. , 31 
N.E.S. • 27 

Owens L.E.S 39 
N.E.S. 21

Tbtal 373• 

*(L.E.S. = Limited English Speakers) 
*(N.E.S. = Non-Etglfeh Speàkésß). 

On a school percentage bilais, Mt. %mom in 1974 had a oombined total

of-16% L.E.S. and N.E.S. students, Jefferson 8%, Baker 12%, Wi11iama 4%, 

'reptant 11%, and Owens 94. These results Are presentyed in percentage points 

in order to get a perspective of the'tatal student population that is exhibit-

irg severe language difficulties as a result of a different dtltural bec]c-

ground. ,They constitute approximately 10% of the total population of theft 

schools: 'hese4results•also do not include Black and other Chicano students 

who can speak the English langauge but have other renedial pr+oblens äith- tha 

With respect to state and federal support for programs aimed at over- ' 

naming some of the difficulties, well over two and ene-half iaillicm dollars 

($2,500,000) have been allocated to these same schools and fifteen others in • 

the Bakersfield City School District (15). A oaaplete heeak&s t of these 

monies is not'available and, hens r the amount axonal each 'of those six 

schools is receiving can not be'determined. It can only be conjectured 



'that at, least one-third of these monies are earmarked to the síx schools' 

referred to in this japwr.Close.observation of the Titles where monies 

originate suggest that mosk+of the monies will be spent in boxing curricular 

materials and'equipment, training of teachers and teacher aides, and adnin-

istrative overhead. 

The six schools reported in .this paper are the only schools in the 

district that have bilingual/bicultural education programs:. There are a' 

total of 35 classrooms within these six schóol's that are designated' as 

bilingual/bicultural education classrooms. These classrooms are équipped 

with bilingual/bicultural textbooks, reference materials, and, assorted. 

types of equipment. Within the structure of the cIassroonvthe daily pro-

gram also includes a few minutes (arauxi'20 minutes)' of ErS.L,. (English as a 

second langueye), and on a weekly basis, Shire tutorial aid is given to sane 

students (15L lb same extent, remedial reading instruction is given to 

those students,that show the most need.. Since most teachers do not keep 

rretords of the numbers of. students that are directly involved in these 

activities, it is difficult to•determine, exactly, how many students are 

receiving E.S.L..arxi remedial reading instruction in these six schools. 

.One good guess is that at least three-fourths of.all'those students enrolled 

in the bilingual/bicultural education classes alto receive instruction in 

these areas.

The Bakersfield City School District employs 782 classroan teachers to 

service its K-8 school programs. It employs 36 principals to administer 

the schools. Of its total of credantialed teaching staff, 37 are Spanish 

sarna and (4.7%), 46 are Black teachers (5.9%), 12 are'Oriental (1.5%), and 

2 are Pnerioen Indian (lass than ) .  Ethnic minority representation cm 

the adiainistrative staff includes 2 Spanish surname principals (5.5%) and 



4 Black principals (11%). In the educational support services, which 

include resource teachers, curriculum and materials specialist, early childhood

  education specialists, etc.,_there appear to be an ample supply of per-

sonnel. Singe district student enrollment figures for Chicanos has been accepted

  as 27% and 15% for Blacks-by the school authorities, the educatima1 

support services area appears to be in near camipliance with the affirmative 

action plan accepted by the district (16):, 

With respect to the bilingual/bicultural education program for the 

Chicano stur1Pnt&7 there are 35 Spanish surnamed credentialed teachers which 

are actually involved in the bilingual/bicultural education program. Nineteen 

(19) of these credentialed teachers that instruct in bilingual/bicultural 

educatian classrooms have Anglo surnames and speakSpanish with t least 

average facility (16). 

Other aspects of the educational programof the schools ire very simi-

lar to any school program as found in other parts of the United States. The

staffing and administration of the schools€is alsb typical of any school 

in the country. The problems that the teachers and administrators face in 

the day to day routine of the school year is also common for the six schools 

discussed above except that the-problems became more °complicated with the 

introduction of minority group members, same of Wtich.enter school speaking 

a different language other than Fhglish. 

The Bakersfield Community 

The citizenry of the city of Bakersfield by and large pride themselves 

in having a good school system, a good clean downtdwn shopping"area, and 

good recreational facilities for all its inhabitants. They pride themselves 

in haviaig a good system of government and one of the lowest cost of living 



areas in the country (17). All  of these things have Dome through hard 

work in an area that is quite hot during:the summer and unoamfortablÿ cold. 

An4 foggy in the winter. The isolation frau the other parts of the state', 

and the ridicCi1e that the area has'been subject©d to from the urban cent~ers 

further convinces the more firmly established families in the Bakersfield' 

area that they are din 'fact masters of their Own well-being and that ;they :are 

not about to accept change for the sake'of change. The evidence that indi-

cates'that the citizens of the Bakersfield area are very protective of their 

accomplishments through their perseverance and endurance is' continuously 

heard in disctissionss read in the local newspapers,.and heard en the local 

radio stations (18). 

While thele of the citypeop pride thénselves in their accomplishments, 

the voicing of than and their defensive stances that they take generates an 

atmosphere of protectiveness and an attitude of conservatism: Not that 

these character.4atics aren't admirable or found in other peoples, but the 

ruralness and relative smallness of the city only =Found ançi tend to 

inflate any issue problem or'. action that anyone in the city might ̀  t to 

bring up, discuss, or take. In short, narrawsighta mess and abruptness of 

actiens taken by the citizenry ór its duly elected representatives are, to a 

great, degree, clue to this attitude that pervades the whole of the city (19). 

.Analysis and Conclusions 

The data in this paper suggest that this area of the state is unique 

in its geography and climate. As a hot. barren, and dry area, this part 

of the state had to be developed by men and women who could weather the 

harsh elements that were not foundalong the sea coast or in the high timber

country. Early in California history, this part of the state could be bought 



for a small fraction of the cost of a similar parcel of land,in any other 

part of the state. The early introduction of cheap manual labor into Kernn 

County led to the-exploitation of the land. The Mexicans that inhabged' 

this area before. the Anglo-American settled here were soon.fbund to be a •

great help in the.taming of the hot, barren lands. In short order,- thoeé

early Mexican settlers became-subservient to the new arrivals.adli 'ahead of 

Working together, they drifted apart in order to maintain their own way of 

life. 

The separation between the two groups has been maintained to varÿing

degrees. Since 1865, there has been a "Mexicán Colony" in this area (20). 

This is not a justification for the centralization or localization of the-

Mexican population, but rather„At is introduced to show that this arha.of 

the state has a long history of isolating and segregating its "different 

lookin" or "different language" speaking neuters of the population. 

This segregation of the population in this area was not, historically 

speaking, entirely .due to the effortsof the Anglo gropp entirely. The 

.Mexican'group of settlers had the option of ndving to the newly created 

,city•of Bakersfield. 1he'problem was one of honey in order to buy the land 

and, in due time, certain areas of the city became distinguishable from 

each other: Ae new immigrants,came from Mexico, they found refuge in their 

lonies, and thus, were able to survive in this new land. 

The almost traditional. way of segregating a group of people still remains 

in this part of the state. Due in part to lack of financial resources, 

language and culture, and to color skin, the process of segregation continues 

to this day. With some individuals, segregation is self imposed. This 

  again is brought about by those things already mentioned as•ell as by ,w

efforts of ,the dominant group seeking to insure its position in the ecarsanic 



and political front. Nbstdlikely because of fear of the unknown and in- . 

security of position, the white Anglo majority is threatened by the ethnic 

minorities camposed it Chicanos, Blacks, and Asians that reside in this area

(21).. 

Similarly, as-was mentiáned earlier, the ambivalent leadership emanating

from the judiciary And the'Óongress adds to the-äuspicion.and reaffirmation

that there is something sinister and evil about those lesser known minority

groups. Chile it is generally accepted that the judiciary and the Congress 

'only react to the wishes of the public and/or the irrespective constituencies 

in establishing the policies that govern the nation, it can also be implied

that these-governmental bodies mirror the attitudes and'biases cf the re-

spective individual leadership found in those bodies. That is to say that 

the confusion and segregationist policies,emanating out of Washington and 

the state capitols is only an expression of the society farad in the nation 

as à•whole. This does nott fscutd-like an optimistic observation,. but it 

appears to be the reality of life do the cities, villages, and townsthrough-

out. the opuntry, including Bakersfield, Kern Canty,, California. 

The data suggest that the city of Bakersfield is highly segregated 

with respect to the various ethnic minorities that live within'the city

.liñdts. The census report of 1970 documents this statement as does the ' 

location of the various public schools and their student enrollments. The 

data presented support the observation that any efforts to desegregate 

the oczikility or the public schools has beenminimal. Only token approaches 

to the desegregation and integration of Chicano and Black children into 

other schools in the district bah taken place.' The argument most often 

posed defense of the feeble efforts at desegregation is that residential, 

II-sits-ins for the area prohibit any real meaningful integregation. Similarly, 



that the cost would be prohibitive is also a recurrent arga ant that is posed. 

As a' consequence of the gzowing Chicano population. in the area (a con-

servative estimate of 10% has been projected).bquniary line gerrwrandering 

has been practiced in the area for years. The data that support this state-

ment tè licking becaussothe local' school district office would'not supply the

schóol boundary lines of the last féw years for this report (22). It is im-

portant to notet that the six schools mentioned in this report have been recog-

nized as being Chicano or Black schools by members of the community at large 

for a long time. Also important to note'are trends in residential patterning 

and the way in which the student population remains almost the same in ethnic

composition. 

The introduction of bilingual/bicuitural education programs in the 

school system has been heralded by a large segment of the Chicano population 

as a curé-all for desegregation and the. integration of Chicano children+hinto 

Mainstream soci6ty. While it is not to. be argued that there arg benefits 

to be derived .from such programs, there' is the iso/latica and self-inposed 

segregation issue to bé dealt with again. Tb what extent is the Chicano 

community willing to accept integration and upward mobility at the expense 

of relinquishing its sense of came pity and cultural integrity? 

The educational program that the systen provides the children of the 

Bakersfield City School District is typical of most educational programs 

throughout the country. The minimal inclusion of bilingual/bicultural edu-

cation programs in selected schools in one way argues against integration 

mainly because the program is housed in those schools with the greatest 

concentration of Chicano children. As a vehicle used to gain facility 

and not,to lose time in learning other subjects while waiting to learn 

English, the bilingual/bicultural education program established in the 



Bakersfield City School System is an excellent contribution. But while the program

is continuing in rides K-6, the isolation and segregation of the students

   and their communitiPg continues. The ideal situation of mixing 

children from all tha.'diverse ethnic backgrounds (including the while Anglo-

American) in the bilingual/bicultural education program is very far from 

reality in the Bakersfield City School District. 

The apparent contradiction towards continued support of bilinglial/ 

bicultural education programs because it impedes desegregation efforts 

Le not true. There are many Chicano youngsters in the tarrios who peed

bi1ingual/bicultural éducation but why couldn't these programs beóffered 

equally as well elsewhere in other parts of the city? Even if the Children 

mere bused to another school in order to take part in a bililgual/biculturai 

education program, wouldn't the effects of integration be felt? The data 

presented earlier fully supports thelidea of integration with telative ease: 

distances are short, traffic is not heavy, and natural barriefs are non-

existent in this area of the valley. 

In sum, it has been the intent of this investigator to present available

data on the segregatich of ethnic minorities primarily in the Bakersfield

area. A quick perusal of available data fdi other valley commtunitiet to the 

north indicates that the patterns -in this general area of segregati& are 

very similar. An attempt has also been made at identifying some of the key 

desegregation problems in this area. While these attempts have been made 

at studying the segregation/integration of minorities in the south San, Joaquin 

Valley, the following recamendations are offered for theimprovernent of 

integration efforts in the Bakersfield area: 

1. School district priorities should be enunciated by the 

school board and coMmitments already made for the near 

future should be publicized. 



2. The school board should make a public statement indicating its committment to the desegregation of its public schools.

3. Plans should be drawn for the inmediate desegregation/integration

of school children at all grade levels, particularly at the

elementarylevels K-8. . 

4. Local advisory committees that incude representatives of the various ethnic groups should be formulated.
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