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THE HOME AS A LEARNING CENTER
,f[ FOR VOCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

'I‘homas Jefferson once sa1d to John,Adams, “I hke the drem of the future etter than the
-{',‘g,hlStory of the past:’ I.share Mr. Jefferson*s feehng Dreams of the future-posmbl /dreams of the .
Y;-,unmedlate future—-that lS what today’ ] presentatlon is - /about : R

» A qu1et revolutlon in ed/ucatlonal dehvery 8 u erway and 1t,,ls morally 1n umbent upon’ the ‘

" field: of vocational edication that its ‘Ynembers beco ¢.involved and help shape it to needs and -

# . purposes of vocational students We cheat our'stidents of opportunities ‘that’ should be t‘heu;s if o
.7 ‘we fail to take cognlzance of the development in medla 'of communication that make poss1bl€ a - - R
P ,new role for the home as learnlng center for ’vocatlonal development throughout the hfe Span ‘

L THEe /"

& : " For the preschooI chlld ‘the home may serve as learnmg center to develop awareness of a’ L

: ,-vanety of occupatlonal pOSSlbllltleS, to expand vocatlonal self-concepts, and to develop a'respon- - ..

', " _sibility ethic. -The series'of sixteen films entitted; “The Kingdom o C:ould Be You,” which were .

. " " shown twice in the Captam Kangaroo TV serles/ were dnected otward. these’ goals. - Th1s series of

~ films on-the Office: of Educatlon s sixteen occupational clusters was viewed by three million

“children-in theit own. hpmes I personally know of parents who used the fllms as take-off ‘on -

. -‘occupational explorations wlth theut chlldren’* One of-the films was on’ comtructlon jobs. rGener-

¢ alizations to be developed through vlewmg th1s fllm and through dlscussmn followmg the wewmg

mclude.,lf Sl f/ L : Y
TN oy

e Constructlon 1nvolves u11d1ng tbmgs fi’eople need and want o

“.\f",,: L. DR ‘ /f ~

X

o The entlre Serlesfof occ! patlonal awareness s films is now avallable for sale Each is accom~ R o
T pamed by a study gulde I love the llttle song whlch set the theme for the ent1re serles o
= y . 3 -
g There’s much to s P o
’,heressomuchtobew_.‘ ST S T "
R o much could be you ' o - S ]
e Somuchcouldbeme ,‘ T | :
: 1Slmpson Ehzabeth and Welsburd Dan E “Career Awareness for Young Fry The Klngdom .y .
" of .Could Be You,” Journal of Researc and Development in Educatzon Vol 7 No. 3, Spring; 1974, -
: _Unlgerslty of_G_eorgla'Athens 'Ga., ‘ S o e

T N
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et 1There S 5O much in hfe that can satlsfy ,
s - T And'you’ll never,know AT " -
EERE "‘__:.'Unless you try S B

e ;'_For the elementary school-age chrld the home as leammg center for vocational development :
may, throu approprlate materials and a variety of media, serve to complement and supplement
o school learhi ings related to occupational ayareness and exploratron For the high school and post-.
. secondary student in-home: learnlng may complement and supplement in:school activity related to

the development of’ kqowledges skllls and attrtudes leadmg to occupatronakcompetence

~“"’ For the adult in- home instruction” can serve as an alternative to formal educatlon Wlth
g changmg job.skills, education for change can now keep pace. ‘With lengthening life spans, edu- .
. :-cation in the lrome can help preserve human dignity. As new images of aging are fast_emerging,
SN " new concepts. of educatlon of the agmg for expan ed productmty, as well as for self Ifillment
' L through the years are developmg ; . . ,

., Handlcapped persons may f1nd their home learnlng centers a godsend kI recently spent a _
,',Ffew hours in ‘the. hom of Maria, a physically handicapped dietitian in Milwaukee. Four years

« ago, she gave up- her job in a Mrlwaukee hospltal because of a physical disability." Regaining her
strength, she has begun to prépare to go back to work: She has a well-organized home learning _
.center-where she studies; using textbooks and audio cassettes on recent developments in her field
prov1ded by the Amencan Dretetlcs Association. She says that it requires a lot of self-discipline
. but she is progressmg and at, the same trme provrdlng a model of a learn1ng perspn for her teen-
“‘age. chlldren 8 ], Lo s , . » o .

e " For those who don’t want to"m e around erty streets to attend classes ‘at nrght home ‘
s learnlng centers may provide an. answér to. learnrng needs and interesd:. For slow learners, home . P
" learning may sérve to supplement school learnmg For the glfted and talented home learnmg‘
- “ may complement school learnmg ‘; _‘,' - . : : :

_ A home learnmg center may serve to umte famlhes through shared fam11y goals.” It may pro- -

» . _vide the se ing for parents_to-contribute to the educatlon of their children—an idea that is galnrng
a great‘degl of attention through emerging parenting programs across the counttry. - Of special in-

‘is £he. December 1974 issue of The Columbia Unlyersrty Teachers College Record on “The

N . First Instructor and Pervasive Guide.” A home learning center may provrde .setting

- for the continuing education of parents for work roles—-and for famlly roles ‘A special purpose:

of work. The model of learnmg parents should not be mmlmrzed as ohe purpose serve by home
learnmg actlvrty N e Fooei A

-é : S

K Stout He found mobile career gu1dance unrts in action in Illinois, Utah and Wrsconsln

2“Thea ngdom of Could Be You ” (Color), No. 3323, film,'Encyclopedia Britannica Co p,
Chlcago Ill ‘ . . T -

- o
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.and mobile industrial and office teaining units in use in New 'Jersey.3f "Mobile units could be, em-
- ployed in ‘making cassettes, microfiche, records, video discs, and the like, as well as reading ma-
~terials, available for home use on a loan basis.. Bjornerud- found that Georgia and Wisconsin have. .
each developed an extensive series of television lessons, dealing ‘with occupational awareness, edu- {\
* cational opportunities, and the transition from school fo work.* e Part I Curriculum Develop--
+ ment program, with which I was-associated in Washinét/on; funded production of ten, as yet um= - L
released, twenty-seven-minute films on a common core df knowledges in Public erfice' Occupations .-~

-for in-home instruction. Development of the films involved*translation of curriculym materials kG
“developed by Pat Weagraff, now Massachusetts State Direetor of Vocational Educatidn, from. an
in-classroom to_an in-home mode, ,Thé idea’ is'that public service workers, or those aspiring to - -
public service jobs, may upgrade their abilities'by viewing the films and studying accompanyi '
print-based materials. Student evaluation sheets aré provided in the.printed guides, Learners,
who may be high school or post-secondary students, or employed persons, answer the questions
-on the.sheets and mail them. to-a designated post-secondary institution where they are scored; v
they are then returned to the students.  Satisfactory completion of..the series yields some tangible
reward, such as a certificate of completion. - - : : o

education described the RFD (Rural Family Development). project which aimed at providing ug- -
dereducated rural adults with the basic skills necessary to sectire satisfying employment and to
help raise their standard of living. The project employed television les¢ons, printed home-study
content materials which were individualized and personalized, and para-professional home visits

. to RFD meinbers.5 s : o - ' :

The Wisconsin- Advisory Council’s publication on altéfhative'délivery systems for oécupatiqnal_ -

. The possibilities in cable TV have barely been tapped. Madison, Wisconsin] like cities across
the nation, has several channels virtually empty and crying for action. Interactive television is a.
reality-in a few ‘places—but-in the 1980’s #e may routinély sit down before a screen in our homes
- and obtain on request a wide varipty of services—including courses for vocational development.
Beyond dream stage are systems -combining television, computer, and telephone for in-hiome. in-
struction. ..~ IR ' o L T :
. - Recently, scientists in the U.S. and Europe have developed an electronic hybrid called the
videodisc—a relatively inexpensive record. that can be played through a TV ‘set to show everything -
.-~ from Hollywood movies to educational and cultural features. By. the end of 1976, videodiscs will
‘% be marketed in the United States. o e F o -
e 7 . . . ) L . . . . o
REaee) General Telephone and Electronics Laboratories report: that glass fibers will soon replace
thousands of miles of heavy copper cable. - They will carry, simultaneously,. hundreds of phone .
conversations, dozens of TV programs, and the high-speed data-talk of computers. The telephone -
wires that come into homes will tap an immense information network. Possiilities include video
phones; video shopping; more TV; banking, library, and security services—THE CLASSROOM AT
- HOME. o B N T o R

ce . . ., . . . -

. K ) ° . ] . ) . . . v Co .. )
, "“3Bjornerud, James, “An Investigation of Alternative Delivery Systems for Providing Occu-
' pational‘Educat'ioig for Secondary and Post-Secondary Students.in Sparsely: Populated Areas,”
- Wistonsin Advisory Council on Vocational Education, Madison, Wisconsin, p. II-1. .

- ] ‘- . / . : o '.. ‘...
-4ibid., p.'11-2.- | j
N 5ibi;:'l:‘.‘,. p'Hz S o e
s - 3 '
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o As a result of the mcreas.mg soph1stmatlon of our communlcatlon technology, 1ndeed a new" v
) role fof the home as learnlng center is developmg But, at its most basic, the le Zlmlng center mawW ‘t
" ¢ be simply“a‘table and a chair. . Most homes can add radlo TV, and soine other gids to learning. .1 *¥.

, - Tve recently added to- my home learnmg center a dandy little caldulator at the cost of less than

Accordlng to John M ng, in an artlcle 1n the Washmgton Post ' » - | .
B s P .
. the\aVerage home has~functlonal space and equlpment for‘about every home Ll
o act1v1ty except learnlng B 7 _ _ P S
= : S L "e: . . ! N oo e, »
. “Kids are lucky if they- have desks anid lamps in a room of their own, The TV is : o
¢ . * ‘probably the focal Jpoint of the famrly room,” ‘What’s the andwer? ‘“Tlie home, R :
) v learnlng center ”? he states _He gqes on to say: T L S S - .
g - - l/ ~ .,'. . . ) : ° . c ‘
/ o The 1dea is to orgamz what you, need for learnlng in one or‘more spaces desrgned

J for :the purpose. The are three types of centers

) .
The bas1c home study un1t is bullt in, say a closet OF free-standlng in a bedroom or o
elsewhere like a room divider. *1f 1ncludes adequate desk area, and storage space g 7_ R
Jfor typewriter; tape or cassette recorder radio and’ TV and - pe}aps ‘bne of the . :

small calculators Good lighting i is essentlal Lo

Ve R L o L

.~ - -The 1ntegrated Iearnlng center is the next step,up.y It is the larger area partlally v o
- . divided from another rogm as a library. carrel with more work area and storage ,3'_' e
- space. , Addl_tlonal equlpment ‘might include a stereo system'with earphones and: - e
‘a movie and slide prOJector Sound absorbmg materials should be used for mpst ' RS
surfaces. . .- . : , : e IR

x . ; . e ‘9 @ .
) . . KN

“% - The family learn1ng center is the thn:d type It occuples an entire. room—-spare
- ‘bedroom, study .or converted famlly toom. -It can be used by several people at
,one t1me by d1v1d1ng the area 1nto several actmty centers S

_ In addltlon to prev1otisly mentloned equlpment the famlly learn1ng center can
. - have- WOrk areas and-équipment for learnlng-related hobbies, such as photography, |

. " model making; or pottery R C _ \__ o .

Y \ e e v

S The miin feature of the roont is the home communlcatlon center, a multunedla R c

‘ electron1c system deslgned for recelvmg, storlng, and commun1cat1ng 1nforma‘tlon . -

‘. o

K&/ concepts 1nvolved lp\the home learnlng center are showrﬁn the flgure on the fbllowmg page e %
. s/
Learnlng centers developed at ‘Houston;’ Te)j(as for the cont1nu1ng educatlon of doctors mlght 5/
- be adapted for' more general use. Grant® Taylor ‘M.D., Division 6f Continuing Educatlon The
University of Texas Graduate School of. Blo~med1cal S%lenceSeat ‘Houston, des1gned a “learnlng a
- resource center for home or office” which- comblnes stereo speakers; storage for: ]ournals and . /-7
. books;' AM/FM’ cassette recorder and tape’storage; TV monitor; X-ray, view boxé, v1deo cassette/- s
recorder pro_1ector séreen pull out drawer for 85 mm slide prOJector -pull-out writing surfacés; s o
“lighted tray for viewing and sorting slides and tran§parenc1es\storage for films, slides, tapes vbdoks,- A

- etc.; and pull-out controls3 f‘qraturhtable or, stereo’system.® ¢ - . T
; R ..\_.‘ ..>.7_ 3 ’; : 0}..;.,”‘ _’,: : " . . /"',/‘ . g. 5 » .
< > 1 J 'o L _,..','-._‘ : . L e .. "“‘._. ,'
o : 6Smlth Ehzabeth A., A Learn1ng Resource Center for Home or Offlce ” Texas Medlcme .
i January 1973 Vol 69 No. 1 pp. ,‘56 58J - i _ N.’,,, oo P
] i 3 @ . . - , Lo . . :“ 4‘ ; ‘ _.3 . : R ' ‘. o ._ ’/ i x -
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. Inspxred by this mo(del Dr. Gerald Manness of Houston developed h1s own spec1al learnlng )
) center -using a whole ¥foom'j Jn his clinic. This is a ‘center for his contlnumg educatloan imedicine. .
He favors films for his own purposes A tour through Dr. Manness’ clinic is of special interest tor '.

the educator for each exammmg area has 1£s own “learnlng center”rfor his_ patlent’“*

Beyond the pOSSlhllltlQS already dlSCllS&d are: o f" . _. : :, T /\

e Lessons presented 1n the dally newspaper w1th’student a351gnments to- be malled to a \. :
e de51gnated place where students are enrolled for class credit. ' ‘; SR & >
Co ' Galeb A Lew1s in a chapter on “Courses by Newspaper” in szelong L@amersﬁA New .
Clientele for Higher Educatjon, a publication of the American Associatiorrfor Higher. ;'_\ "
A . Education, describes the recent newspaper séries on America and the Fututre of Man v
. PR a course de,veloped by University Extension, Un1ver51ty of California, San Dlego It
‘ ' © - was the first in what is planned as a contlnhlng series, Courses by Newspapervlaunched o
. ..bya grant from the National Endowment for the. Humanities.. Papers ‘carrying’ ‘the series -
.- listed hames, addresses, and phone numbers of local colleges or universiti¢s that give K
- eredit for’ the ¢ourse of which the lecture is a part. Each jnstitution provides two con-" ”
tact sessions-with a teachet- coordinator—orne halfwzw\ﬁEoi];h the series: of lectures and
' "after the last lecture has been published. The teacher discusses the subject, answers -
- A questlops and gwes assighments—to be done at home. 'He gives an. example and assigns :
DR grades. - Such programs, according to Lewis, will “expand’ the learning market further .~ -
a K . . -~ .by-turning on those who were ‘turned off, by reachlng those who have not been reached _
.and by developlng l\/ter more excltlng, and 1 more accesmble lnstructlonal programs ”8 -

.. "Correspondence courses us1ng varlous medla SR — e
. La " N .
s Tape cassettes, . modefg materlals }or experlmentatlon are, typlcally 1ncluded in modern
. correspondence courses for developing occupational competency.': Newspaper le§sons
and correspondence courses have possibilities for vocational development beyond present
. - -use. Think how an.identified, planned learning center in the home might be employed
.. . in relation to courses by newspaper, correspondence, cable TV;-and so forth. Infor-
’ - mation regarding home learning opportunlty, such-as a new TV series onﬁob skills;,
. --might be announced on, food cartons going into- ‘the ‘home; a similar thlngwas—done in
one California town. New mixes of media in 1nstructlonal programs offer exciting. pos~
" _sibilities. ‘The idea of learning contacts with a s¢hool could be tied:in. A Nancy
_ Avakian discusses learning contacts. as they relate to lifelong educatlonal programmlng
1n szelong Leamers-—A New Clzentele for Hzgher Educatzon . _
P " . . . ° .
: Educatlon for. vocatlonal development in* the home is an 1dea whose tlme ‘has-cothe. Cur-
r1culum developers should turn thelr attentlon to the special adaptations needed. in currlcula for .

L TLews, Caleb‘A “Courses by Newspaper ” szelon,, Learners—A_ New Clientele for nghe" - " ‘/
Educatzon Current Issues.rn ngher Education, Jossey Bass Publlshers, San’ Franc1sco, 1974 .

| pp 6770 _ o
lbld p 70 v ' .l. SRR . ’ . . - .-('_:’ R ._’v L

-

9Avak1an A. Nancy, “ertlng a Learnnlg Contract » szelong LeamerS*A New Clzentele for o
Higher Educatzon, Current Issues in ngher Education, Jossey-Bass Pubhshers, San Franc1sco 1974, - -

"f-pp 50-56. | ) e 10 . o
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.7 _ahome study mode. ‘Designers of:study learning facilities should turn-their atténtion to the de- . -

B . velopment of liome learning -centers. Educatio "technology specialists $hould attend.to the
developing-interest in arfd. need for appropriatf low cost hardware for home learning centers. . .

- Home ecf)_nomists should make the congept o“the'homefag a learning center a central focis of - .

/ - their program. - Educational research personnel should investigate some of ‘the: questions related -~
‘ . -to home study, for example, the possibility ‘of '3 sense-of isolation gn the part of students’and. " -

~." - how to overcome. this or the problems-of what contents can be-delivered appropriately: through
this'mode and what might better bmé.livere_d"thf ugh a formal classroom group situation. ¢~

> o4
-

‘For about five years I’ve been exploring “leatying center in the~horhe” ideas and collecting. - - °
related materials. These explorations hav¢ served o strengthen a belief: that home learning pos-
sibilities will ingrease, that someone will exploif these possibilities, and I want it to be us because’
-of ‘what the possibilities can mean in lifelong learning for vocational development and’enrichment
_of home and family life, and because the possibiliti¥s ‘may not be realized fully without our in- >
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volvement, _ : ! . \ : -
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T -3-' ' THE HOME AS A LEARNING CENTER
Bas:c oneepts: . - . CON B ,
B C _E - P \ \‘\ A 'c -‘._ . ey ‘ .'._- o e ‘
' - Fe To a greater or lesser degree, the home has served as a learnlng center throughout the hlstory
of man BRI R e S U R P

Modern technologlcal advances, such a5 telev1s1on and audlo-v1deo cassettes, mal?e posslble .
Lot 1ncreased learnlng opportumtles mn the 'home o £ ,_ AR .

_ oo , e e L
AT Because our soclety is characterlzed by rap' change and by an 1ncreas1ng complex1ty and’
'ﬂlverslty and occupations, leisure,’home life; a ersonal life styles are affected, llfelong learn-

mg for all to meet the demands of change co ex1ty and dlver51ty 1s a crltlcal need
. i . \ /,.' . »

A varlety of avenues to learmng are needed to meet varled needs 1nterests llfe styles, and
m%des of leamlng . S _ «,_ L

L .
..
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L Home study hasithe advantage of fea51b111ty at all stages ﬁr tbe llfe cycle at all soclal and
‘ eeonomlc Ievels and in all geograph1 areas. <. . & " (7 @: S S
Learnmg in the home may supplement learnlng at school or may serve as an alternatlve e

5w ot . —, Lo .

A home-based system of. educatlon could ‘provide; for w1dely expanded cho1ces of courses ST
; and cumcula through a\varlety of- 1nstructlonal med1a Dae T e e el e

i A R4 . o A .- e
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L Home-based educatlonal programs could be de51gned td reach young chlldren who are de-"

. veloplng concepts of .work, leisure,’ occupatlonal possibilities; to prov1de for training and retraining
.for occupational competency on the part. of students, employed persons, howakers and -others;
. .to help the older worker find new career direction; -to develop competencies needed by both men "
- and women for their roles as .homemakers ‘and famlly members, and to promote the personal de-
velopment ar{d sense of worth of persons of all ages.. _ . : . .o
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The con ept of- the “home as a learnmg center””has,xmphcatlons for the »quahty of famlly

llfe through ,amlly commumcatlon regardlng learnlng oppertumtles and experlences
o Home tudy on tHe part of the parent makes pOSSlble the role model of the parent as a S
e “learnmgp rson . . R LT L e

Prov1d1ng for a home learmng center may affect‘*famlly hous1ng and home éﬂurmshmgs’
ST . ; - -
oy Famlly and socletal values may be affected in terrrls of greater emphasls on educatlon it

.. the “home as a ma]or center for. llfelong learning”. is t‘ruly realized. . % S e

P

. L ~1 . ‘ . v B . '
_ Management w1th respect "to family goals, star%dards, value, resources and actmtles w1ll be o
affected as the home becomes more oﬁ a center for learmng actmty : - : '
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