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Vihat Happened to the Kids After Their Segregated 3=hool Ciosed?

A Hine-Year, Control-Group Follow-up of Elementaryv Students
Paul S. Higgins

19¢€7, majority-Black McKinley Elementary School in 5:t. Paul =losed,

In fall,
and former students were dispersed, usually to majority-wWhite Schools.

During.a 9-~year fcllow-up, 148 former McKinley students showed t

reasonably good school adjustment as a comparison group of 156 "control®
20% overall azteniznce,

formerly ~nrolled in a school that rerained segregated:
similar transfer rates, average g.p.a.'s, somewhat below average test scorss and

class ranks. In fall, 1975, 4 of 5 schcol-age students were still eanrolled in
St. Paul; two-thirds of the older students had graduated from St. Paul highs.
G integration thus had little effect on school rersistence or perf-rmance.
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Report Summary

What Happened to the Kids After Their Segregated School Closed?
A Nine-Year, Control-Group Follow-up of Elementary Students

Paul S. Higgins

This study follows the sducational careers of 13 students vho vere lst, 3rd, or 5th graders at the de
facta segrenated (over two-thirds Black) “%c¥inley School durinr 1966-67, its last vear of operation. In
Septenmter, 1967, these students were dispersed throughout St.Paul, usually to majority White Schools, in
an exanmple of alrost overnight integration.

A group of 156 students attending the 1lst, 3rd or Sth Rrades at lMaxfield School in 1966-A7 were alzo
{olloved up. Since Maxfield remained a de facto seregsted (over two-thirds Black} school until 1974, the

taxfield students in this study constitute a control rroup of relatively mora segregated students to compare
vith the less segregated students of the cKinley group.

The duration of the follow-up was the 9-year period from the 1966-67 school year through 197L-7S.

This study provided answers to several guestions, including:

1. Hov did the school persistence (enroliment end attendance) of 'icXinlev and faxfield students
©  ccmpare?

The McXinley and Maxfield students wers very similar in their mean number of years enrolled in St. Paul
schools from 13€€-5T7 to 19TL-T5--former 1st and 3rd graders, on the average, were earolled for ° yaars;
former 5th graders, for T years. ‘likevise, the average oversll attendance of both McXinley and Maxfield
students vhile enrolled in St. Paul schools vas nearly fdentical--sbout 2907, Finally, during the Q-year
follov-up period, McKinley students vere no more likely than !faxfield students to transfer or leave school
during the year.

While “lcXinley students did, more than “axfield students, ittend elenentary schools cutside “heir own
neizhborhoods, both !fcXinley and “axfield students usually attended the same central-city secondary schools.

As of fall, 1975, about four-fifshs of the former ‘feXinley lst and 3rd graders and asbout three fourths
of the former Maxfield lst and 3rd graders were 3till errolled in a St. Paul public or nen-public school.
Two-thirds of each school's Sth grade group had already gradvated from a St. Paul public nigh school.

2. iow did the school merformance {grades and -achievenent test scores) of cXinlev and “axf'eld
students compare?

In their 2th and 1lth srade, zrade-roint-averagas (bvetween C and ©+, on the average); in their 1lth and
12th srade rank in class (somewvhat below the niddle rank, on the averate); and in their readins and nath tes<
scores (in general, somevhat below average, cozpared to national norm 3roups)-~the Herlinley and faxfield students
<ere highly similar in their school perforzance.,

Other Findinzs. A variety of other data analyses are docurented in the report. For example, 2 tabulation
of the number of students enrolling in non~-traditional, alternative, or other special St. Paul school prograns
{including St. Paul correctional institutions) revealed no difference betwesn the “cXinley and “axfield groups.

Sepa}ate analyses by race and by sex “ere not conducted. Correlations betvesn either ¥lack vs. White, or
zale vs. fenale, and the major follow-up variablec {enrollment, attendance, frades, achieversnt test scores)
<ere nearly always unimportant, accounting for less then 107 of the variance.

In swwmary, the study provides little evidence that the McKinley students made either a hetter or a poorer
school adjustment than the “faxfield students. “hile not cenerally displaying academic excellence, toth “ciinley
and {axfield students made the same reasonebly good school ad justnent during the 9-year follov-up pericd. In
reading and math test scores both groups naintained their relative positions ancng national norm groups of
their same-age peers.

Some implicaticns of these results £or ‘school integraticn decisions are discussed.

The author also offers severel susgestions both for extendinz the present follov-up study and for improvins
she data base for future longitudinal studies. :
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° What Hsppened to the Kids After Their Segregated School Closed?

A Nine-Year, Control-~Group Follow-up of Elementary Students

Paul S. Hifgins

Minneapolis, Minnesota

At the end of the 19G6-6T school year, the de facto sepresated McKinlew
Flementary School in St. Paul, with a predominantly Black enrollment of about 329,
closed its doors permanently. In September, 1967, students livinc in the area
formerly served by IHaKinley were disversed to other schools throurhout the city. In
June, 1973, some of the last graduates of the old McKinley School graduated from
Ct. Paul Hirh Schools.

Seven blocks from *icKinley, and separated from it by a freeway, stands
“axfield Elementary School. In 1966-67, both McKinley and Maxfield were similar in
the racial and socioeconomic composition of their student bodies.a'ln 1966-67, "cKinley
and M#xfield, ranked third and fourth from the top, respectively, amonr schdols with

the hirhest proportion of low-income children.

- e e s S - S o - e s = . M a e . mm o # = =~ o m n — -

1This study was funded under a contract riranted by the $t. Paul Board of Yducation

und administered by the Department of Urban Affairs and the Instructional Besearch and
Fvaluation Department.

The Author gratefully acknowledmges the help of many staff members of the St.

Paul Gchools, includimrs: From the Department of lrban Affairs, Katrina Groeen,

Yvonne Umith (who helped the author with the hard work of student record searchinc),
and Frances Masson. From the Instructional Research and Fvalnation Department, Fmil
Perrer and Vella Williams. From the Studént Accountins, Departrment, Tom Kinr, Irene
Allen, Doris Eckstrom, and others. From the Data Frocessing Department, Dick Dvorak
and Jules Goldstein. {pecial thanks also po to counselors and staff in the schools,
such as Gayle 0ie at Central Hirh, who were most ccoperative.
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Maxfield differed from McKinley, however, in that Maxfield continued as a
de facto segregated school until fall, 1974, at which time it was paired with
Galtier Elementary School as part of St. Paul's desemrezation plan.

Although McKinley was closed and eventually razed, the St. Paul Public Schools
have maintained data on the socioceconomic characteristics of students living in the
old McKinley attendance area. From 1966-67 to 1973-T4, McKinley and Maxfield have
consistently ranked as among the poorest attendance areas in the city. 1In 1973-Th,
as in 1966-67, McKinley had the third highest percent of iow-income children among
all Gt. Paul elementary school attendance areas, and Maxfield had the fourth highest.2

‘i’he present study follows the educational careers of students who wére 1st, 3rd,
or 5th’graders at McKinley or Maxfield during 1966-67. This follow-up study compares
the school performance (achievement test scores and grades) and school persistence
(enrollment and attendance) of corresponding age groups in the Yckinley and Maxfield
sample.

The duration of the follow-up is the nine year period from the 1266-G7 school’
vear to lQTh-?S.

The Maxfield students in this study constitute a control group. We compare
the educational development of McKinley students, who went from majority Black to
(usually) majority White schools in one year, with the educational development of
Maxfield students, who in this study usually remained in their majority Black de facto
serregated school for one or more years after 1966-67.

The Purpose of This Study

This study attempts to provide,within the limitations of its $2500 total budget,
some information on the consequences for a predominantly Black group of elementary
school students of rapid, almost overnight, desegregation. This desegregation was of

a specific type for most of the McKinley students; namely,

2 .
5t. Paul Public Schools Title I Office. Personal Communication, April 1975.
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dispersion to majority White elementary schools via busing.

The availability of a nearby natural*comparison group--the Maxfield étudents-—
allows us to estimate the educational development McKinley students would have shown
from 1966-67 to 1974-T5 had their school never closed.

To the extent that it can docﬁment the effects of a particular type of desepgre-
r;ation, this study may be useful to those who plan desegregation programs.

Because of its budget limitations, this study presents only (a) the major
descriptive statistics, and (b) a brief narrative, to document the vesults of this
follow-up of students. I hope, however, that the tables are complete and detaiied
enough so that others with questions not answered in this report can conduct their
own daﬁa explorations.

This repdrt provides data and brief answers relevant to the following questions:

1. How were students selcted for this study and what are some of their character-
istics? V

2. How did the school persistence (enrollment and attendance) of YcKinley and
Maxfield students compare? .

3. How aid the school performance (grades and achievement test scores) of
HMeKinley and Maxfield students compare?

L. Was there any difference iﬁ the proportion of McKinley vs. Maxfield students
attending non~traditional, alternative,ror other special St. Faul School propgrams?

The tables in this report provide McKinley vs. Maxfield comparisons for sub-

groups representing each 1966-67 grade level: 1st, 3rd, and Sth. The tables

- do not include separate data analyses either by race or by sex. Correlations
between either Black vs. White or Méle vs. Female, and the major follow-

up variables(enrollment,‘attendance, grades, achievement test scores) were nearly
always uninportant, the counting for less than 105 of the variance, ({In order to
account for at least 107 of the variance in either of two variables beinr related, a

Pearson .r must be at least .32, ignoring sirn).

9
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Only one race~related correlation accounied for nbont 10% of the variance

in more than one grade-level sample: this was the correlation hatween race and
rUL/;C pﬂJ ”Oﬁlddbll't

nmmmber of years enrolled in St. Paul, Schools. In feneral, the Black student
A

a

in this study persisted sorewhat lonmer in St. Paul schools than the White students.
For 27 fommer 1lst graders at licinley and llaxfield, the correlation between beine
Hlack and years enrolled 1i St. Paul schools was .27; for 65 former 3rd rraders,

this correlation was .L2.

10
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How Were Students Selects 1 for This Study and What Are Some of Their Characteristics?

Studéﬁts followed-up in this study were all 1lst, 3rd, or 5th pAraders at HMcKinley
or Maxfield in11966—67. The follow-up samples menerally consisted of all students
in the three grades at the two schools who took reading and, if riven, math
achlevement tests as part of the 1966-67 St. Paul Public Schools testing profranm.

The McKinley and Maxfield 1st grade Samples therefore consisted of all such
students appearing on the lists of those tsking the Metfopolitan hchievement Tests,
Primary I Battery, Form A (1958) in spring, 1967. Table 1 shows that there were 55
Mekinley and T3 Maxfield 1st graders on these tests iists who became subjects for
this study.

A§ shown in Teble 1, the 3rd grade samples consisted of all L5 such McKinley
students and Lk such Maxfield students who took the Metropolitan Achievement Test,
Eleééntary Reading Test, Form A (1959). As described in the foothnote to Table 1, a
stratified random sampling procedure was used to select Lk students from the total
fgroup of 67 Maxfield 3rd graders on the test list.

The 5th grasde samples consisted of all 48 students at Melinley and 39 gstudents at
Maxfield who took the Iown Tests.of Basic Skills, Form 2 (Lindquist % Hieronymus,
196kL).

In addition to the 304 students followed-up in this study, there we?e an
additional T students who appeared on the 1966-67 éests lists described above, hut
who could not be identified as ever having been‘McKinley or Maxfield students. O0Of
these "lost" students, 1 had heen listed with the MeXinley 1st rraders, 4 with Lhe

+Maxfield 3rd graders, 1 with the McKinley 3rd graders, and 1 with the MeXinley 5th
rraders. These T students were the only ones whose educational careers in the St.
Paul Schools could not be followed in the records maintained by tue Student Account-
ing Department.

Sources of information for the follow-up. Budget limitations required that the
follow-up of students be limited to their educational careers in “t. Paul public

:‘ and nonpublic school$. MMost of the data required for follow-up of students in 5t.

._5_
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Paul public schools was contained on each student's Form L0 Permanent Academic
Record. For every student enrolied in a St. Paul public school, a Fogr kO
is kepé and maintained at the schocl. When a student withdraws or graduates from
the St. Paul Public Schools, the Form 40 is returned to the Student Accounting
Department, which holds overall responsibility for the maintenance of permanent
student records.

Data for this study were transferred from the Form 40 to a "Confidential
Student Data Sheet for McKinley Follow-up Study.” A blank "Confidential Data

Sheet" is attached to this report as an appendix.

tudent Characteristics. Table 1 shows selected characteristics of students

in the.follow—up samples; namely, race, sex, age as of 6/30/75, and current (9/75)
status in St. Paul.public and nonpublic schools.

According to the racial data available only for 1lst and 3rd grade follow-up
samples, the McKinley and Maxfield groups were very similar in their racial composition.
Between 66% and T0% of the students in each subgroup were Black,less than 15% were

white, and between 20% and 307 were of unknown racial origin.

As of 9/75, & somevwhat higher proportion of the McKinley 1st grade follow—ﬁp
sample then the corresponding Maxfield semple was still enrolled in a St. Paul school
(843 vs. 75%). Likewise among the 3rd grade follow-up samples, a slirhtly hirher
preportion of McKinley than Maxfield students was still enrolled in St. Paul (807

vs. T3%).
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How Did the School Persistence (Enrollment and Attendance) of McKinley and Maxfield _

Students Compare?

Tables 2, 3, and 4 show enrollment and attendance in St. Paul Schools Qurine

the 9 year follow-up period among students who were 1st, 3rd, and 5th praders,

respectively, at McKinley and M T T 966-6T. : ' =
Table 5 shows.summary . ndance and enrollment in St. 11 sého?}s,

for each of the six follow—up wmsics over the 9 year follow-up period, 1966-GT-

197k-75.

According to Table 5, the mean (average) overal} percent attendance while
enrolled in St. Paul Puﬁlic Schools was nearlj i&entical for all groups regardless
of school or initial grade level-- about 90%.

The mean number of years enrolled in all St. Paul schools or school progréms
was also very similaﬁ for both McKinley and Maxfield students——slighfly over 8 years
for students who were igitially lst and 3rd greders; gbout T years for students
initially 5th graders. (Nearly all.of the th grade sample had fraduated or left
school before the 19Th-75 school yeér.) -

Table 5 also confirms the assumption that McKinley students, in generél, did
in fact spend more time thén Maxfigld students in schools outside the McKihley-
Maxfield neighborhoods.

One somewhat unexpected finding; taking Tables 2—5 together, is that while
(a) McKinley students on the average spent from a year to two years more than Maxfield
students in elementary schools outside the McKinley-Maxfield neighborhood (e.q.;Chelsea
Heights, Como Park, Frost Lake, Linwood Park, 5t. Anthony Park); nevertheless, (b)
only the 5th grade McKiAley follow-up Froup spent more time than the corresponding
Maxfield group in secondary schools opt;ide the McKinley-Maxfield neighborhood (e.g.,

Battle Creek, Como, Harding, Highland, Humboldt , Murray, wﬁshingtbn);

In short, the desegregation of McKinley students.successfully dispersed them

to elementary schools outside their Black majority neighborhoods. When they reached
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secondary school aﬂv}“howcver, former Meilinley students tended to return to their
own neirhborhoods and to the same schools attended by former My lield students; namely,
Central, Marshall, Mechanic Arts,lonroe, Ramsey, or Wilson.

Irrepularities in enrollment and attendance. Table 6 contains a miscellany of

statisties comparing the "irregularities" in enrollment and attendance of Mclinley
and Maxfield students. Few notable differences hetween the twn schools emerge.
For exaﬁple, the proportion of students who transferred>§ithin or to outside St. Paul
at least once during a school year was about the same, between N7 and 507, for
both McKinley and Maxfield subqroups.

A somewhat smaller proportion of McKinley than Maxfield students dropped out
of a Gt. Paul school durinfg a schbol Year. Table 6, taken alonrm with Tsble 1,
sugpests that McKinley students showed slightly greater persistence in school than
their Maxfield counterparts. Table 5, however, shows that in total years enrolled
in 5t. Paul schools, the M={inley and Maxfield subgroups were very close.

Table T, aléng with Table 6, surgests' that during A riven year, as well a5 over
the 9 year follow;up period, McKinley students were no more likely than Maxfield

students to transfer or leave school during the vear.
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TABLE T

Trassfars or Vithdrsvals from 5t. Peul Schools puring s School Year for the 9-vear Pollow-up Pariod, 1966-67 Through 1978-75,
for Studeats Attending NcKinley end Maxfisld Elemcatary Schools During 1966-67

STUDENTS' GRADE LEVPL DURING 196667

SCHOOL 3 1
NCKINLEY MAXFIELD MCKINLEY MAXFPIELD MOXINLEY MAXFIELD
YEAR (N=A8) _(N=39) (L)) (Haki) (n=s5) (N=73)
8 truns- [ Type of N trens- [ Type of N trans- | Type of ¥ trane~ | Type of N trans- [ Type of W trans~ | Type of
ferring trensfar fercing tranafer Cerring tranafer rerring tranafer ferring transfer ‘{terring transfer
or lsav- { or or lasv= | or or lesv- | or or lesv- | or or leav- | or or lesr- | or
ing dur- ' vithdrawel |ing dur~ ' vithdraval {izg dur- ’ vithdrevel |ing dure 1 vitndraval | {ng dur- withdrsvsl ling & . withdrava!
ing yerr | 1 ar 1 esr [ing your ing vosr . "5..9.:_1___
withis Bt.P. within Bt.P, witnin At,.P, erehin " F l Death (1} P’ Tve-nim 8%,
1966-67 5 , (8) ’ s ' (&)} ™ N i [$3]
Qut of St.P. 2 3 I 1
. ) { i
withias St.P. “out of 9t.P., within St.P, vithin 8¢.P. vithin St.P. Twith{n St.P.
| @ (Y] I W I ) S
19668 5 oat e;’ LI X | | 9 out of St.P.] 9 'm :r Se. P.
[&] 1} W)
l ' ' dsta lllllui ldl-'u’-h (1)
| { (1) reasons not
] | gknown (1)
vithia St.P, {withia Se.p. wvithin St.P. Tvithiq Se.P. vithia St.P. Twithin St.P.
(1) ") I m L (2) ") m
1968-69 3 aut of St.P. 2 itata missing 1 3 out of St.p. . out of St.P.| 8 out of St.P.
|, (2 4 ) | oo, 2 Iy )
'dsts nissing i dsta missing dsta llulncﬂ dsta atssing
N ] . { L {2) I (2) p (5}
Twitbip St.P|] ‘ﬂb?;t): St.p. lour. of St.P. ‘vlﬂ(i::; 8t.p. 'vlthln St.P. 'vlr.nlu Se.P.
(1) (s) (2)
1969-T0) 2 lout or st.p.| 3 out of 8e.P.] 1 deta missing] & [fsts stecing 6 out of St.P:} 5 out of St.P,
| . Id 2 I (3) | ) IINEY)
dsts = -unq | ate migeins| data misael deto missiag
(6) (1) l i (2 (T
|vm(m). St.P, thu(m)- St.P. withia St.P. ;vn.r(un St.P. ;vltnln St.P. {vithis St.P.
1 2 3) 3) (s
1570-T1 3 lnut(o\)' se.p| 2 lasts misstngf 2 ga.r.. aisaing| . 3 ld-:: wiasing . jout of se.pf 3 Jdstu misutog
2 (2) | 3 (1)
dats:missing | t . {dsta sfissing |
7 t6) ! , 1 : :
withia 5t.P, vithia 3t.P. fwithia St.P. vithin St.P. ‘vitbia St.P. Twithia St.P.
(3) I (@ ) @ (%) | (s | (@
1971-T2 6 owt(o; ge.P. 6 Im:(o: St.P. 1 data missing} dlla-lulm 5 data mivsing) 6 |out of St.P.
2 1 ) ). i (6 L)}
drop out 'cx:sp out l l dsta misning
Ilchoo]. proba ==n00) prodaf { | I (8)
(1) (2 |
date missing lﬂa-,. otem [ |
I Fowen (1) | [
' Icm aissing ' ) l i ¢
: 1 X | |
T l ! . | |
I'dthlu 3¢.P. "122(1:1; St.pP. |-ll?l? 8t.P. ;vlt?l:’: Se.P. 'vir.l(:ll): 8c.P. vlt?:t): 8t.P.
(2) 3 2 2 .
197273 6 out of Bt.P. 9 jewt of St.p. 3 ld.t- misaing s Ioub of St.P. b lout of Bt.P. b Iour. of 8¢.P,
1) (2) : ' (%) ) ) (1)
drop out j¢=op out rop out |dats misning Id-t- niseing
achool probs acheol probs l school proba.| m (10)
1) | (2 (1) I
ld.;. uissing ressons sot 1 dsta aissing
(9) Iineren (1) Py - !
duta miseing
I (8 . I 1
“Oat of St.P. Jdrop out Jwithia St.P. vithia St.P. vithin S5:.P. vithin 5t.P.
(1) achool protes (%) | 3) sy
1973-T4 1} arop out ) (&) 1 lout of st.e.| 6 out of St.P. 3 datm siezing 10 jout of St.P.
achool probs data wivsing 1 (1) LY} | () (s)
(3) | e |ressons rot idrop out |datm miseing
dats migsing xnown (1) school probs,| | ()
(16) | (dats missing (1)
I | 1 (4) ‘mz aiesing !
1 (6) {
Jarop out ' {vithin St.P. 'vm(m. St.P. Ivlu(m). St.P. within St F.
school proba (2) 2) 3 m
19Th-15 1 [TY) 0 e v lremsons o 6 Jrop out 10 lom.(ox)- st.P.| 16 jout of se.r.
dats mieeing xnown (2 school probds. 1 (zy |
l {(46) l ldnl- aineing 1 () correctional \corre::lonu.
' ’ | (%) easons not 'eo-ltlvent to, comitaent to
. nown (1) Brown House jatate tnaei-
I L | Hsts niasing Y tution (1)
" [§3) dete 3iosing ldets ntssing
! i i l {8) 1 (1k)

NOTE: Under the tmble-headings “Type of tranzfer or vithdrevel,®
enrollsent dats wrre- umavailable,

side St. Pnl.‘)w(b) tho student's previoms:tropout from school, spd (2) the student's gruduation.
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the category "Data missing” refers to atudents ror wvhom, durinz a given school year,
Comon reesons for unevailability of enrollment dats included (w) the student’s previous transfer to a school oute



How D14 the School Performance (firades and Achievement Test fienres) 0f ‘leXinley and

Maxfield Students Compare?

Table 8 shows the academic standing in rrades 9-12 of the former Meitlinley

and "axfield students. Variables included in Table 8 ar- - -ade-poin*-nverar-
(r.p.a.'s), graduation credits, rank ' zlass, and sraduaa: 0 Tqfe At oo

The academic standing of MeKinley and Maxfield sub/roups was, in nearly all
respects, very similar. The 9th grade r.p.a.'s of corresnonding McKinley and
Maxfield subgroups were extremely close, averaginr about C or C+.

Data on high school academic standing were renerally available only for stidents
who were 3rd or 5th graders in 1966-67. The 11th grade r.p.2.'s of the le¥%inlev
and “axfield students ogain averared a nearly icentical C to C+. Graduation credits
earned in grades 10, 11, and 12 ayeraged b to 5 for each subgroup. The author has
noted on Table 3, however, that information on rraduation credits, as rncorded on
the Form U0, may not be reliable.

For 3rd and 5th grade subfroups, each student's 11th and 12th rraide rank in
class was converted first to a percéntile and then to a stanine, with higher numbers
representing higher academic standing, as noted on Table 8. (n stanine is a
standard score with a mean of 5 énd a standard deviation of 2. Stanines ean range
from 1 to 9.)

For both McKinley and !Maxfield subprouns, the mean 11th rrade rank in class was -
about 4, which corresponds to the interval represented by the 23rd to the 39th
percentile. Likewiée for the 5th rrade subsrouns in the two sciools, the nmean
rank in class was b, "

decarly all members of the 5th pgrade subrroups had left school as of June, 197h,
which wvas aiso the expected pgraduation date for these subrroups . |

About two-thirds of each Sth grede subgroup, both !lc*’inley and avfield,
rrraduated frop a St. Paul public hirk school. Additional students from the oririnal
5th srade samples may have rraduateé. from nonpublic $t. Pz2ul schools or schools out-
side of St. Paul. , 22
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TABLE 8

Academiic Standing 1n Grades 9-12 of Studenta Attending McKinley and Maxfield Elesentery Schoole During 1966-67:

Orades, Oradustion Credits, Renk in Clage, and Gradustion lpoformation
Cor Studeats Enrolled §m St. Paul Public Secondary Schools

STUDENTI' GRADE LEVEL DURING 1966-61
5 3 1
ACADENIC STANDING
MCXINLEY MAXFI®LD MCYINLEY MAXFIELD
VARIABLE (11ekd 1n (me39 1n {1e55 tn (He73 tn
orfgi sexple) joriginal sample origl tople) joriginal sampl
X|leinx L) o| & N SEAK. X |l
GRADE _POINT . AVERAGE (-p-e.)% _IN. ST. PAUL _PUBLIC SECONDARY _ Scwoor
2.0 2.0 2.3 2.8 2.0 1.9
9th grade g.p.a. ...0.6 0.7 0.0 0.7 0.8 0.8
D)3 =L k14 s 1) 53
2.3 2.1 2.3 2.2 .
11th xrede-g. p. . 0.7 0.6 0.4 0.7 -—e ~—e
38 26 35 29,
GRADIJATION __ CREDITS EARYED IN ST. PAUL _ HICH  SQI00L
5.0 N LN LR 3.8 1.5
10th grede credits 1.0 $.G 1.3 1.% 1.8 2.3
a1 ar a1 S [
" H 3.9 82 . b2
11th grade credits 1.8 .k 1.3 1.6 —c ~—e
LY L) 3.
12th grade credite 1.3 2.2 2.1 -—
) 2 3
STAMINE RANK_ IN  CLASS®  IN ST, PAUL  PUBLIC _ NIGK  ECROOL
3.7 a1 3.9 .5
11th grade rank in clase 1.4 1.2 1.3 1.8 - -~
: 13 13 30 25
- LYY) 3.9 2.5
12th grede rank in clese 1.8 1.3 1.7 —
2L 20 &
CRADUATION FROM A ST. PAUL PUBLIC RIGH _ SCHOOL
Yof [fof N of Z of R of of Fof ¥ of
Gradustion gradu~{original aradu~ [original gradu- original] gredu- foriginal
ates_ [sample | stes sanple ¥ ates suaple | ates sanple
e T R tgple fates  laswple
Studente® expected grade Should heve gradusted 1 9
level during 197%-7% : in June, 197h

SOTES: Entries in this table are bused lar
a8 of 1974.78,

%Grede-polnt-average for cach student and for esch
course's grade vas veighted by the number of credits that course earried.
Aebo, B=30, Porse25, t=2.0,D21.0,%0r P or U=0.0

PEach studsnt's rank 1 claso vas coaverted first to a percantile ond then to e staaine, vith higher rmbers ‘representing higher seadewie

Stan{ng

a8 follows:

= M) N~ PO

8ely on each student’s pernenent information form {Form 40).
rank 1o clase data vere obtained from school authorities.
recorded on the Form MO in nost schools. The fmvestigator 414 not check

Percentile interval corresponding to stanine
99

) end delow

CStatistice not presented If bazed oa 3 or fevar students.

23

YZar vas the retio of total zrede points to total eredits.

For etudents still enrolled in 1ith or 12th xredes
Infornatinn on greduation credits vas,{n the investigator's opinfon, not carefully .
the sccuracy of credite or g.p.a. ¢ata on the Porm 40,

To comoute total grsde pointe, esch
Letter srades vere converted to numericel grades ar follove:
(Incompletes not included 1 g.p.s.)

standings




Readin&_25g_mgghgmggigg_gghigxggggg_gggg;ygy}giL Table 9 shows the mean test
scores of McKinley and Maxfield students both in 1966-67, and in specified sub-
sequent years. The mean test scores for each subgroup and each test are expressed
as national stanines (not grade scores).

The 1966-67 test scores generally showed the McKinley and Maxfield students,
particularly the 5th gréders, to be well matched in reading and math achie&ement.
Mith the exception of McKinley 1st graders' math scores, the mean stanine for each
test and each subgroup in 1966-6T7 was between 3 and 4; or by rough approximation,
between the 15th and the 30th percentiie.

Fight years later the 9th grade reading scores of both the former HMcKXinley and
the fornier Maxfield 1st graders had a mean stanine of 2.5, rourhly equivalent to
the .10th percentile amons the national norm group used to staqdardize the test, the
Iove: Test of.Fducational Development, Form X;S (Lindquist & Feldt, 1970).

With few exceptions, however, the mean national stanine scores in readinp

by the Mekin ’ty end Maxtield rvlgrquf.r/ )
and math for tests taken/in grades 6.and 9 are near -or somevwhat ahove the 3rd
stanine.

In summary, the McKinley and Maxfield students were reasonably comparable in
reading and math achievement test scores in 1966-6T. ‘Vhen tested again at grades
.6 and 9 , neither McKinley nor Maxfield students seemed clearly favored in their
test scores, and both McKinley and Maxfield studénts seem fFenerally to have main-
tain=d theif relative standings among national norm groups of same ared peers. To
over=mphasize the observed differences in test scores between subgroups and over
time=would probably be unwise, since (a) Table 9 shows that three different tests

were used in 1966-67 to test the three prade levels and (b) the test used with gmrade.

6 differs from that used with grade 9.

24
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V'L@J;&e.x:q Any Difference in the Proportion of McKinley vs. Maxfield ¢ itudents Attendins

Non-Traditional, Alternative,or Other Specinl St. Paul School Programs?

Table 10 shows enrollment in non-traditional, alternative, or other special St.
Paul school programs (including the St. Paul Correctional Institutions, poys Totem
Town and Oak Grove). The notes to Table 10 list the propgrams and schools that defined
the category "non—traditional, alternative, Qr special.”

During the nine-year follow-up period, 1966-67 to 1974-75, from L% to 11% of each
McKinley or Maxfield subgroup enrolled at some time in a non-traditional school. From

% to 5% of each subgroup was sent to Boys Totem Town at some time during this period.

No clear or reliable difference between the McKinley and Maxfield subgroups seems evident

in the numbers of students who enrolled at these unusual schools.

o



Earollment ia Noo-Traditional, Altercstive, or Other Speciul Bt.
During the 9-Tesr Follow-up Pecfod, 1965-67 Throagh 197h~7S,

TABLE 10

Paul School Progrwes (yncluding St.Paul Correctforal lastitutfons)
for Students Attendiog McKioley and Maxfield Elementary Schools During 1966-67

STUDENTS® GRADEZ LEVEL DURIAG_19€6-67

I
l

1
" HCKINLEY MAXFIELD HCXINLEY MAXFIELD MCKINLEY ' MAXFIZLD
B (n=48) (m=39) (n=kS) (ki) (K=55) i (Re73)
Farolloent fn pon-trsdftionel schools in_parenth 18, vhen non-treditionsal school was the first school entered during the school yvear
None, but 1 transfer .
1966-61 wore rONZ to Nome Instruction NONE FONR NONZ
- Arlingtoa House I (1) Hamsond {2) Humond {2)
1967-68 Douglas (1) roxe »ONE o
Ch{ld Devel., Ctr. or Dougles (2) Homea Ipstruction (1)
1968-59 - FONE noRZ Dt gnoatic ctr. (1) NORE Hesmand (2) Harmond (1)
Arlinxton House I {1) | Boys Totem Town (1) Homeond (1) Dougles {3) Heowond (1)
1969-70 Career Study Ctr.I (1)f 1 transfer to Howe BONE Hemmond (3) 1 transfer to Boys
1 trensfer to Boyo Instruction Totes Tovn
Totes Towa 1 transfer to Boys
Totes Town
Arliagion House I {17 | Boys Totem Town {1} Douglea (%) Boys Totea Tovn (1)
1970-7% * |} Career Study Ctr.I (1) ToNE NOWE Hemeond (3) Arlicgton Houew I (1)
1 transfer to Boys 1 transfsr to Home
Totert Town Instruction
Boys Totem Tovm (1) NOHE Open School (1) Behsvioral Lrng. Ctr.(1] Arlington House L (1)
1971-T2 Career Study Ctr.I {1){| 2 transfsrs to Boye NONE Hemmond (1)
1 tranafer to Career Totem Tovm
Study Ctr. I o :
Boys Totea Town (1) Home Inatruction (1) Open School {2} Arlington Hause I{1)
1972-73 Career Study Ctr.I (1)§ 1 transfer to Hoae NONE HONE 1 transfer to Boys
1 transfer to Home Iestruction Totem Towm
Instruction
1 transfer to Even~
ing High School
1 transfer to Boys "
Totem Town
Bays Totem Zown (1] Career Study Ctr.I (1)]] Open School (1) Open School (2) Npen School (1) Boys Totem Town (1)
1973-7h Carser Study Ctr.I (1) - Career Study Ctr.I (1){ Evening B.3. (1) Arlington House I (1)
Evening H. S. (1) 1 trensfer to Strest 1 trensfer to Bors
1 transfer to Howe Academy Totem Town
Instruction
Open School (1) Open School (1} Open School (1) Howe Instruetfon (1)
197k~T% rONE SONE Career Study Ctr.I {1){ Career Study Ctr.II 1 transfer to Home 1 transfer to Howe
1 transfer to lome 1) Instruction Imstruction
Instruction Eveninx . S, (1) 1 transfer to Brown 2 transfers to Boys
1 tranafer to Zven- 1 transfer to Aome House Totem Town
ing Nigh School Instruction
- imste percent® of atudents vho gnrolled {n @ non-traditional school st sose time during the 9 ysar period
Tetale 108 5% [} [11
Percent of stydents seat to 8 3t.Paul Correctionul Instftution st some time during the 9 year perfod
Totals " ug | 14 H 4] 5% ot [ 15
A0TE:  Ib preparing entries for this table, the followt

Instruction, Division of Vocatfional Rehabilitstion,
Learning Center, Hartzell, Raasey Hospital Diagnosti
Douglss, Hammond, Lindsay, Evening H. 3., Technical Vocational Institute,

House, Street Acodemy, Gillette, Bush Hemorial.

The folloving St. Paul Correctional Institutions were {ncluded {n this table:
Some 5t. Paul students attended Correctfonal Inatitutions outafde of St.

*The percents ars slight underestimstes beccuse the {avestigstor aeglected to record

c Caoter, Nev Connection, Open School

of the achool ysar for an unknown but small nunber of students.

Q
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ng St. Paul School programs vere {ocluded s non-trsditional, witernstive, or special:
Arlington Houses [ and II, Brown House, Friendship Hall, Behavioral Learning Center, Efsenmenger
+ Career Ctudy Centers I snd [I, Chi{ld Developaent Centsr,
Cerebral Palay~irester St, Paul,Coamons House, Guadalupe Project, Red School

Home

Boys Totem Town and Oak Grove (Home of the Good Shepherd, for sirla).
Paul, of course.

tome transfers to non-traditionsl achoals after the atart



Discussion

The results presented above provide little evidence that the HeKinley students—-
dispersed to majority white schools throughout the city in fall, 1967--made a better
or poorer scﬁo;l adjdstment than the Maxfield students, whosg school remained de facto
segregated until fall, 197hk.

While not generally displaying academic excellence,both McKinley and Maxfield
students made a ;chool adJustment during the nine yearg,1966-G7 to 197TL-75, that could
be called reasonably good, by most standards. Bet;een 5% and 85% of each 1st and
3rd grgde McKinley and Maxfield subgroup is currently enrolled in a St. Paul public or
nonpublic school. Two thirds of each 5th grade subgroup,.McKinley and Maxfield, has
graduatéd from a St. Paul public high school. The McKinley and Maxfield students é;é
apparently maintaining their relative positions among national norm groups of their
same-age peers.

One could, of course, argue that the academic accomplishments of McKinley students
would have been higher, had they not shunned integration in white majority schools by
returning to secondary schools near the McKinley-Maxfield neifshborhoods.

Inconsistent with this position is the fact that altendancr et nearb?'beco;dary
schools with relatively hisgh minority enrollments--Central High, Marshall Junior High,
.Hechanic_Arts Junior-Senior ligh, iMonroe Junior-Senior High, Ramsey Junior High,
and Wilson Junior High--was not generally correlated with poor academic achievement. .
Amohg former McKinley-Maxfield 3rd graders and among, formef McKinley-Maxfield Sth
rraders, the number bf yenrs enrolled in these nearby secdndary schools had a near-
zero relationship with both 9th grade reading—achievement test stanines and 9th rrade
math-achievement test stanines.

Amoﬁg former lcKinley and Maxfield lst graders (usually 9th graders during
1974-75), however, nuhber of years enrolled in these nearby seconaary schools was

neratively correlated with 9th grade reading scores (£_= - .37) and 9th rrade math
=~ J32). ZE;

-0




Lo

tthether or not it leads to improved school achievenent, attendance at nearby
secondary schools may promote school persistence. Among, former McKinley—Maxfieid
Sth grﬁders, for example, the number of years enrélled in nearby secondary schools
was both correlated with the number of years without a mid-year transfer or with-
drawal (r = .68) and also correlated with graduation from a 5t. Paul -high school
(§_= 1), Among former 1st and 3rd graders, also, attendance at nearby secondary
schools was accompaﬁied by fewer years_with a transfcr or withdrawal.

One could also use the results of this study to uvhold a second position; namely,
that rapid deserreration rxemplified in the HeKinley elementary student dispersion;
and adequately financed, neirhborhood-supported de facto sesreration, evemnlified by
the !taxfield experieﬁée——both are viable models for the education of minority students;-

The data in this renort do not provide completely convincing support for either
of the two positions described above. Thé author, however, believes the resﬁlts are
consistent with the conclusion that no sinele quel of education is superior for
nromotins, academiec fains amons all students from a majority Black neiphborhood.

One nay wish to plan and encourage racial intersration as a moral and social
good--in the words of one prominent Twin Cities educator, John B. Davis, oné may
wish to promote integration "because it is right." This report in itself, hovever,
does not provide a basis for promoting integrntiqg;because it will iead to better
academic ndjﬁstment among;, minority students.

In conclusion, the author offers several surgestions if future follow-up
research related to-St. Paul deserreration is conducted:

1. The.present snmpien of !MeKinley and Maxfield.students could be followed

beyond their careers in the St. Paul schools. For example, do HcKinley.and
Maxfield students differ in their postseccndary plans and accomplishments
related to vocational traininr, collegce, or jobs?

The McKinley and Maxfield students could be surveyed refarding (a) their

he]

satisfaction with their St. Paul education and (b) their attitudes toward,

and support for, intefrated eduqation;

-23- ,_29




3. The appropriate departments in the $t. Paul Public Sehonls shomld
more closely monitor the recording of data on the student.'s Form

40 Permanent Acaderic Record. The author found many instances of
Form 40's with missins 6th and Oth rrade test data, and incomplete

or inaccurate recordinm of . p. a.'

s and fraduation credits. As they
are currently maintained, the Form 40's have less than optimal usefulness
as a data source for follow-up studies (and, more importantly, as a data

source for prospective employers or postsecondary-school admissions

officers).

30
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