DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 130 207 , : CG 010 888
AUTHOR Marion, Paul B.; And Others
TI.TLE Living in an International Residence Hall as an

Influence on Selected Attitudes of American College
Students: Research and Implicatiomns.

PUB DATE Apr 76

NOTE 14p.; Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the
American Personnel and Guidance Association (Chicago,
Illinois, April 11-14, 1976); For related document,
see CG 010 887; Best copy available

EDRS PRICE MF-$0.83 HC-$1.67 Plus Postage.

DESCRIPTORS *College Housing; College Students; Cultural
Avareness; *Dormitories; *Foreign Students; Higher
Education; Housing; *Interaction Process Analysis;
*Intercultural Programs; Research Projects; *Student
Attitudes

ABSTRACT

A study was conducted at North Carolina State
University in the Spring of 1976 to compare American students who
lived in an international residence hall during 1975-76 with American
students who lived in conventional residence halls during 1974-75 as
to their international attitudes, international activities, and
interaction with foreign students. The international hall housed
approximately 140 American and 50 foreign students, while the
conventional halls included several for=ign students scattered
throughout each hall. There were no significant differences between
the two groups as to level of involvement in international
activities. American students who roomed with a foreign student in
the international hall expressed attitudes which were more
internationally-oriented than American students in conventional halls
or those who lived in the international hall with another American as
their roommate. American students living in the international hall
had a significantly higher level of interaction with foreign students
than American students who lived in conventional halls, but not in
close proximity to foreign students. American students who roomed
with a foreign student in the international hall had a significantly
higher level of interaction with foreign students than American
students who lived in the international hall, but 4id not room with a
foreign student. (Author)
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LIVING IN AN INTERNATIONAL RESIDENCE HALL AS AN INFLUFNCE
) ON SELECTED ATTITUDES OF AMERICAN COLLEGE STUDENTS:
- RESEARCH AND IMPLICATIONS

Introduction

it

In the spring of 1975, a study to investigate the relationship between
residence hall proximity to foreign students and the following variables for
American students was conducted at North Carolina State University.

a. International attitudes
b. International activities
c. Interaction with foreign students

It was hypothesized that American students who had lived in proximity to
foreign students during the year would be more likely to report an international
rather than a nationalistic attitude, and would be morc likely to have participated
in in;ernational activities and interacted with foreign students. American
students who lived in proximity to foreign students were further divided into
roommate and non-roomwate categories for comparisons with a non—-proximity group.
During the time of this study, the 35 foreign students who_lived.in university
residence halls wvere not concentratad in any one building or area.

Recults of this initial study indicated no relationship between proximity
and international activities unless the proximity involved rooming with a foreign
studcnt but did indicate a very strong relationship between proximity and inter-
action with foreign students. The study suggested that interaction with foreign
students and participétion in international activities for American students
might be influenced by rooming with a foreign student.

During the 1975-76 academic year, an International Residence Hall was
initiated as a new residence hall alternative at N.C. State. The hall, composcd
of male residents, was designed to accomplish the following objectives:

1. To locate the majority‘of foreign students in one hall so
that programs with an international theine could be focused
in that hall.

2.  To facilitate cross cultural learning which may result from
American and foreign students living in proximity.

3. To provide an alternative resident hall for American students
who had international interests.

4. To provide a transition for foreign students to-the culture
of North Carolina State University and the surrounding community.
Almost all of the foreign students in the International llall
were new foreign students.
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It ‘should be mentioned, however, that during the initial year of operation,
former residents of the International Hall were given priority for retaining
their rooms. Many American students probably did so not becausé of an interest
in the International House but rather as a convenience to retain their former
rooms. _ ' .

In the following study, responses of American students from the Inter-
national Hall have been compared to American students from the previodglétudy.
This comparison was designed to indicate whether or not proximity within an
International Hall is related in different ways to international attitudes,
international activities, and interaction with foreign students than is proximity
within a conventional residence hall. )

In addition, the study attempts to‘évaluate the International House.in
another respect by comparing the perception of the residence hall environment as
repoited by foreign students who lived in the International House with that

reported by foreign students who lived in conveational halles.

Method

Sample

In the 1975 study with conventional hails, two groups of American students
were sclected. The first group, called proximity (N=257) was tomposed of all
students in "Long-corridor halls" who lived next to or across from a foreign
student during the fall, 1974 semester and those who lived in the same suite
with a foreign student in 'suite halls." The proximity group was further divided
into two categories called roommate (N=27), composed of American students who

roomed with a foreign student; and non-rocwmate (N=230), composed of all others

who did not room with a foreign student.

The second group was called non—-proximity and was composed of 251 American
I

students sclected by the systematic sampling procedure from students who lived in

sections of residence halls which were not in proximity to foreign students, i.e

different floors in the '"suite halls" or different sections of the same floor in
"long corridor halls."

The sample for the 1976 study consisted of all 139 American students, who
lived in the International House, including 25 who roomed with a foreign ég;dcnt
and 114 who did not; 51 foreign students who lived in the International llouse
and, for the comparison of residence hall perceptions, 19 foreign students who

were scattered thfoughout conventional residence halls.

-
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Data Collection

Data for the study were collected by a questionnaire (attached) which

‘as developed by the authors to measure international attitudes, international
.tivities, interaction with foreign students, and amount of foreign travel and
by the University Residence Environmerital Scale (URES), an instrument designed
to measure perceptioﬂ of residence hall environments. A more detailed description
of the measurement of these variables is presented in a subsequent seﬁ%ion.
Residence hall staff members distributed the questionnaires to the rooms of students
during the middle of the spring, 1975 semestcr and collected them during the

following weck,

Response Rates
Usable questionnaires werc returned by the following percentages of
cach group.
I. Awerican Students

A. Proximity
1. Rooamates

Conventional Lalls (197%) 70.4%

International hall (1970) 56G.0%
2. MNon-roommates

Conventional halls (1975) 58.3%

International hall (1976) 55.3%

B. Non—Prbximity—conVCntional halls (1975) 63.7%
II. Toreign Students (1S7¢)

A. Internationzl hall 58.8%
. 63.2%

g

B. Conventional halls

Measurement and Classificaticn of Variables

Internationalism Scale

Questions A thru R on the sccond page of the questionnaire were used to
measvre internaticnal attitude. Responses to cach item on a five point scale
from "Disagree very much" to "Agree very much" were added for ecach respondent.
The internationalism scale thus produced could range from 18 to 90. A low score
on this scale represents a nationalistic attitude and a high score represents an
internatinnalistic attitudg. Students not completing ali items used for this
scale were not.included in this data analysis.

Index of International Activities

Questions A thru G on the lower half of the first page of the guestion-
naire were used to mecasure international activities. Individual responses to

each of these questions were categorized into a four-point scale ranging from

i

5



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

A

no activity to very high activity. (Cutting points used to categorized
responses varied for each question and are available from the authors.)
Catcporized responses for these seven questions were combined to produce a
final Index of Intcrnational Activity score which could range from zero to 21.

Index of Interaction with TForeign Students

The first two and last two questions on the first page of the question-
naire were used to measure interaction with foreign students. As with the
previously described index, individual responses were categorized into a four-
point scale and then cowbined to produce an Index of Interaction with Foreign
Students score which could range from zero to sixteen.

Foreign Travel

Itemn C on the top half of the first page of the questionnzire was used
to measure foreign travel. Responses”indicating trevel to thiee or wore countrics
were combined into one catepoury foi data analyses.

URTS Subscales

Involvumecat - Degree of ceommitnent to the hovce and renidonts; amount of
interaction and feeling of fricndship in the house.

Emotional Support - Extent of monifest concern for others in the house; efforts

to aid one another with academic and persounal preblems; cmphasis
on open and honest communication. .

Independence — Diversity of residents' behaviors allowed without social
sanctions, versus socially proper and conformist behavior. -

Traditional Sccial Orientation — Strezs on dating, going to partics, and other
"Traditional" heteroscxzual intera:tions.

Coupetition - The degrece to which a wide variety of activities such as dating,
’ grades, etc., are cast into a competitive framework.

Academic Achievement - Extent to which strictly classrocm and academic accom-
plishments and concerns are prominent in the house.

Intellectuality - Emphasis on cultural, artistic and other scholarly intell-
ectual activities in tha house, as distinguiched from strictly
classrocm achievements.

Order and Organization - Amount of formal structure or organization (e.g.,
rules, schedules, following established procedures, etc) in
the house; neatness.

Student Influence - Extent to which student residents (not staff or admin-
istration) perceive they control the running of the licuse;
formulate and enforce the rules, control use of the money,
selecticn of staff, food, roommate policies, etc.

Innovation - Organizational and individual spontaneity of b.haviors and ideas;
number and variety of activities, new activities,
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Findings

Table 1 compares the relationships of major concern for the 1975 and the
1976 studies. In the 1975 study therc were no differences among the mean scores
on the Internationalism scale for the two proximity oand the non-proximity groups.
In the 1976 study the mean score for American students in the International Hail
who did not room with a foreign student was essentially the same as in the 1975
study (46.8 and 47.5, respectively); however, the mcan score for International
Uall students who did room with a forcign student was sowewhat haghor then for
all other groups. Although not statistically significent, this differcnce is
based on small number of respondents and indicates that studanénﬁho room with
a foreign student within an -International Hall setting arc more likely to have
interuational aititudes thar those who live in conventionsl halls. Significant
differences were found on this scale batween Iunternational Hall students who
roomed with a foreign studeat and both thesa who did not snd those in conventienzl
halle i the 1975 study. This fiwling provides o strong indication that living
in the Internationel Hall end witu a2 Foreign student is ussociated with a higher

international atiitude,  For those students; who Yive close to bul not witiia foreign

student, Cthe Internationai hall environssat docs not result in a diflerent. .
rclations h1p then for thoce who live in conventional halls,

The next variable shown on Table 1, Index of Intcrnatlonal Activities,
does not reflect a different pattern of results when proximity groups from the
Internetional Hall and conventional halls are compared. Data from the 1975 study

indicate that in ceaventionazl halls,

te a feredgn student is not related
to participation in international activities uvnlese the prouimity involves rooming
with a foreign student. Nean scores on this scale f{or the roommate groups are
approximately equal for those in the International (5.0) and in conveational

hallg 5.5). Mean scores for non-roommates are likewise similar (3.8 and 3.7,
respectiveiy). OFf interest is the relatively low level of internaticnal activity
by non-roommztes in the Ipnternaticnal iall.

The final section of Table 1 provides the same comparisons f{or the Index
of Interaction with foreign students. For conventional halls in the 1975 study,
this variable was highly related to proximity. Tégle 1 indicates that this
interaction is likely to be cven higher in the International Hall. Compared to
a nican score of 3.5 for the non-proximity group from conventional halls, the

mean for non-roommate groups was 6.8 in the Intcrnational Hall, and 5.6 for con-
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ventional halls, while the mean for the roommate category increased from 7.3 for
conventional halls to 9.1 for the International Hall., 7This latter score reflects
a very high level of interaction on a scale which ranges {rom 0 to 12, For both
conventional halls and the International Hall, differences between proximity
groups were statistically significant.

Since interaction has been found teo be related to proximity in both
conventional halls and the International Hall, it is also of interest to in-
vestigate the rclationship between intevaction and both the Internationa! Scale
of the Index of International Activities. Thesc relationships with proximity
controlled, are shown in Table 2. Fer conventional halls in the 1975 study,
single order corvelation coefficionts between Interaciion with foreign studanty
and both the Internetinaalism scele and the Tndex of Internotion=zl Activities

were siguiricantly diflercat from zeve for the non-coommele aroup.  For nou-

proximity studonts, the intoraction-aciivity relationship wos gigni Ficant.
Too the 1076 study, significaus rolationships were found belwecen Inver-

action und the Tud:x ol Totervcationnl forivitics for Lok tho roomasie

"

rocuaalc grouds.
In cowparing the welationships for the two studics, the only major

diffecrence appears to be the relationship belween Lnteraction and internatlonal

activities for rovmmates. Fven though the numbevr on which eachi of these correlation

coeflicients is based is small, the large difference between conventiopsl halls

(.27) and the Iutcernational hall (.67) indicates o much higher liklihood cf

interaction with a foreign studeni being related in a positive way witl parti-

cipztion in internatiocnal activities for residents of the Interratiounal Hall,
Another relationship of interest is shown in Table 3. The table provides

a comparison ¢f mean scores on the Index of Interaction with Foreiyn Studceats by

nurber of foreign tountries visited. 'The conventional hall column includes only

these vho lived in provimity to a forcign student. For every level of foreipgn

couvntry visitation, mean scores for students in the International Hall are

higher than for students in conventional halls. In only one case, for those who

have visited one foreign country, is the difference statistically significant.

For the higher levels of visitation, a lack of statistical significance for

substantial differences probably results f{rom the smwall numbers in these

categories. This analysis does indicate that piven the same level of forcign

country visitation, American students in the International Hall are morc

likely to intcract with foreign students than are students who live close to

foreign students in conventional halls.

o 8
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In the flnal analysis for the 1976 study, perce ptions of residence hall
envivomuent reported by foreign students who did and %ho did not live in the
International HNall are compared. Those comparisons are shown in Table 4. For
all scales except two, student influence and innovation, differences between
the two groups are not significant. The first differcnce indicates that foreign
students in the Internaticnal Hall are less likely to perccive their residence
hall as one in which student residents control the running of the hall, fcrmulating
rules, selccting staff and roowmate policies, etc. The second dif{ference indicates
that tha Intersstional Hall is less likely to be perceived as an environucnt in
which a number and varicty of new activities occur.

The difsoerence betwaon mean szoeras on a Lthird scele, traditional social
oricatetion, wan very close to sienilicance af tha 05 Jovel and indicates o

P different. In this ccue, Totevestional

haoe lesa stoo

on deting poing Lo paviies
inteyacerions,

~ S P T . N P,
3, @ compavinon of foevedipn giedeants v conron-

astudista in conventiontd ha

in aaothor yesesich projoct) dndiceted ro subsiontiad dilferencen on cach of ~the

URES gcales.

Rel:xut icnghips found din this study indicete thet proziniiy in a cenventional

-

revidence hol?! way pluy an duperteant role in the dntoerccidion with foreipn students

in the level of intervatrional zctivitias. Move significantly, the
L] J )

Intceraationzd Hnll at N.O. State University appears to play an even wore impertont

role same variables and,. dn addition, miy play a rele din fecilitation
of aun dnternstionel avtitude; however, it is important to acknowledge thot this
study asz not been designated to indicate whether ov vot intervatiensl otilitude,

dnternstional activitics, or intevaction recult from proximity. A wmove appropliataely
designed study to include measures of changes over time and comparison of students
who do and who do not choose to live neur a foreipgn student nceds to be made

This is especially true for the International liall at N.C. State University since
many of its initial American residents did not choose to live there for the purpose
of being involved in international prougramming. Additional study would provide
iwmportant implications for continuation of the International Hall or similar

Lypes of residence hall programs.
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TABLE 3

MEAN INDEX OF INTERACTIOR SCORES,
BY NUMBER OF FORETIGH COUNTTRES VISITED

Numhor of Yoreign Convertional h Iﬁtexnationnl
Countrics Vicited Halls (1875) “ Hall (1976)

None ' 5.8 (111) 6.6 (52)
Onc ‘ 5.7% ( 25) 7.9 (9)
Tuo | 5.7 ( 9) 9.2 (5)
Thice or wmox. 6.6 ( 8) S.4 (11)

-SiLLPJJ( utly diflfcrent frow Intcrneticual Hall ot .05 level of sigrificoncs

POLY: Huebeys dn perenthosds veproesent the mber of ccores on which the wean
1 1
USRS U 4 o
TABLE 4
HEAI UHTVERSITY RESTDENCE PRVINORMNW AL ZCALE (URLS)
COIUS Lu.UutLu LY FORLICGR STunrLuTs, By 1“r: OF RLSIDERCE
International Conveationals

Hall Halls

Livolvement 4.5 5.3
EmotJonal SuppoOY L 4.7 5.5
Indecpendence ' 5.4 5.2
Tradirional Social Crientation 3.7 5.2
Compotition 3.1 3.0
Academic Achievement 4 8 4.6
Intellectuality 2.9 3.6
Order and Organization : 5.1 6.5
Influence 4, 9% 6.2
Innovation ' 3.7% 5.1

=
i
™
[
[
(VN

*Significantly lover than the score for Conventional Halls at the
significance. :

Q _ 1 2
ERIC | - .

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

.05 level of



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

_INIERNATIONAL QUESTTORRATIN

The Bepartment of Student Affairs Planning and Rescarch is cenducting a rescarch
pProject with a selected group of stadents who live the reeidenca hnils at

N. C. State. The purpesce of tho project i to debtermiue the attitudes and
activities of this sauple group of students concarning international igcues

The accuracy of the results will depend on the pevcentage ‘of students who com-
plete the questionunive snd on hew accurately cach student ansvers the questions,
1ngr0f01e, please take a few minutes to answver the guestions balow and return
the* @LbbLJOHLuLIC to your Resident fdviser. Thank you for your cooperation.

: A, llew wany different foveign students have you hud centact with dueving
this academic year? o

e Be If you have wet auy forcign students, hew vell do vou know the one
that you know best?
1. Yot very well
2. Yoirly naell
3. Very well

1 AR s " - . vene te g c . . oy R A . .
e Co How maby Leveipi covninios Levn you viciied, 17 ouy
B I T e P P KR B NP R, N PRSI cer ey Y N .
e 2 Do e yavs waoiaate o Jornion stedontt {edrale annd o Yo Yo
Plear il Gut g L ooreny Lol oo T
.

done

&, Dincussed nal reluiiony, Foveion policy, ihe U, or oliex
interratjonal iscucs outside the classrocn,

Bo delled with othere cnteide of the elosoveonw chout poople and coltural

evants in ether coapntries?

e G Attended foveion nevic(e).,
Do Pead booi{a) by authoer{s) fica another country other than boni{s)
required for your couvrseo,

F.o Attended concert (s), theater(s), eor exhibitioo(s) wileh fantured the
art, music, o dvans of another coundny,
o Feo Attended pupel divevasion{e), Jeature (o), or othor cducationsddy-
oriented progyan() oo invervations) duiues other thon chose reaulred
for a course,

G. Attended any of the International Ueek activitiecs at che Univarsity

Student Center which took place November 14-16, Please estimnte the
number of diffcercut activities that you attended,

o . Hud a conversation or were involved in a discussion with a forcign
student,

. I. Went to a movie, party, concert, lecture, athletic contest, restaurant

or othur soclal, cducational reeveational or enbertoimneinl event with
a forcipn uLudﬁut.

PLEASE COUTTHUE Ol BACK -

13



'R

The folloving statemants represent many different and oppeslag points of view.
here are no right or wrong ansvers and the best antyer to coch statement is
your persousl opinion, Plaase Go not Put doon-what you think you aqupht to feel,
. bat vbtat you do feel, and do not be ccpecially conrcavned as to whethar or not
= Your opinions are "consistent", , : ‘

Mark ecach statement in the left wargin according to how much you agree or dig-
agree with it, Plcase marlk every onz, liack 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 depending on how
you feel in cach case, '
Disagree very nuch

Disagree somevhot

Ho opinion

Agrce semevhat

Agree very much

VS W N
[ ]

e——_®A. In the interests of humanity, Awerica's doors should be opcnnd wide to
imnigrants frem 2ll nations and current restrictive quotas should be
abolished,
e Be Tt would be a good idea if ali the races vere to intermarry uatil there
was only on2 race in the world,
C. Our country should not participate in any internationz) organizotion
vhich requires that ve give up any of our natiounl ricuts or frecdom
off acticn, ' :
D. It would Lo batior to be a citizen of the yordd than of ony pavticuloar
country, ’

s s

e = Pa o The Uniied States rhould cohccntidte vpon keeping itsclf strong and
should wnot get invelved in the affairvs 0L other covntiizs,

e ¥o e should teach our children to uphold the velfare of 211 peeple
everyuvherve aven though it moy bé against the best interest of our

ovn country,

G. Iu the interest of permanent peace, we should be willing to settle
absolutely all differences with otiier nations within the f{ramovork of
a World Government,

N, Temigrente should not be pernitted to come into our country if they
conmpete vith our oua workers,

I. The United iatione skould be strengthened by giving it control of
armed forces of all the member nations.

Jo Only a shay of military strength can preveat the Russians and Chinene
Comaunists frem tryins to goin vorld dominaticn,

‘e Our country is probably no betfer than wany others, -

Lo It is an {dle dreom to eipect to abolish wer,

Mo Our country chould not cooperiite in any international trade agrecucnts
which attempt to butter world cconemic conditions at our cupense,

Be Any foma of inteynational governmant s impossible,

0. A persen who loves his fellaw man chould vefuse to engage in any war,
no mitter how servious the consequences to hic country may bea,

P. If an internatjonal police force is establiched, the United States

chould retain a large arwy and navy anyvay so that we can be certain

of having military forces vhen we nced thea,

All military traiuing should be abolished,

R.  The United States should not trage with any communist ccuntry,
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