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view 1s that numerous contacts in a variety of ways is a better approach for the public than
attempting to present the 'whole story'" in one or two sessions. (We made the mistake of
trying to educate parents about the ''mew math" by telling them all there was to knos about
principles, bases, etc. They choked on the rapid-fire feeding of information. Au effort is
being made not to repeat the error.)

Included in the pamphlet, in addition to general statements about a multiple approach
to community education, are some specific exumples of how it might be carried out. One pos-
sibility outlihed is a parents' night. 1In general, there is a brief historical look at
metric, why the changeover to metric, an audiovisual presentation of the necessary notions
of metric and where one might find them in use, a discussion of what adults will need to
know as they go to the supermarket. (Shopping can be done if one realizes 1 kg is about 2
pounds. Except for meat, most purchases are made by looking at relative sizes of containers
rather than the specific capacity or mass. Produce can be weighed, the scale read, and the
price computed without "knowing' metric. Comparison of prices will be easier in the decimal
form. If one knows that the price is divided by the measure, then this act can be performed
without complete knowledge of the metric system or any other system for that matter. (This
writer would not be satisfied if the knowledge of adults were as limited as suggested here.
The point is that adults can be operative and that their ''whole world" does not have to
change immediately. Certainly, one would desire the adult community to have a much greater
understanding of the measurement sySCem.)

A refreshment period is recommended with suggestions for decorations that are metric
in nature. This includes placemats, cups, cookies, etc. The final phase of the parent
night is an open house in the mathematics area where once again several ‘'suggestions for
activities and organization are presented.

Other metric events are described such as a metric fair, metric olympics, and a
community metric day.

The other major section of the pamphlet centers about the media and communication to
parents. Outlined are ways to present a monthly (or more often if possible) newsletter
which would describe current student activity, some important metric notion, and a parent
activity. Alternatives to a school newsletter is the local newspaper where, depending on
local conditions, student and teacher articles can appear. If a regular column appears in
the newspaper, a broader coverage is gained for metric. Finally, suggestions appear for
encouraging the local radio and TV stations to promote metric with the guidance of mathe-
matics educators.

Members of NCTM and its affiliates have produced some programs which are worth men-
tioning. Through an NCTM teacher-center grant the Montana Council purchased and outfitted
a highway travel trailer. This trailer is manned by Montana members and they put on dis-
plays and workshops throughout their state. In Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, a locally
produced handbook on teaching metric- is in use. This booklet is of extremely high quality
and is an asset to their endeavor. The Alberta Council has a "metric trunk" which they send
to districts on request. Contained are materials and an inservice program so local people
can produce workshops. The :‘ichigan Council has several such trunks but provide the man-
power to travel about the state giving workshoups.

The Michigan Council's trunks consist of a Metric Vorkshop Kit which are inexpensive
models and instruments and a monograph to assist teachers in learning the metric system.
The monograph contains activity cards for use by elementary children. Three metric trunks
have been prepared for utilization in metric workshops.

A workshop is designed to fit the specific needs of a particular district. It can
vary from a 1 1/2 hour presentation to provide awareness of the metric system and an
introduction of the monograph to a full day inservice session that would provide elemen-
tary teachers an opportunity to explore the metric system more thoroughly.

An important aspect of this workshop is that the knowledge and materials can be
adapted for immediate and inexpensive use in an elementary classroom. The materials in
each trunk inservice 24-36 teachers and would cost about $120 if a district wished to pur-
chase similar materials for use by their teachers. Any school system will be able to
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immediately use all lineav activity cards and almost all area activity cards without any
commercially-purchased equipment.

Conclusion

The focus 1is supposed to be "successful experiences in teaching metric." While this
discussion did not deal with in-class'experiences with children, there will no doubt be
some at this conference. Due to my current involvement, the major focus has been on
teacher inservice education. It is at this point that successful classroom experiences
begin. No exemplar lessons or booklets produced will insure appropriate classroom activity.
The major requirements are that teachers feel comfortable with the metric system, that they
have the broad view of measurement and how metric fits into the picture, and that teachers
understand their role in the overall effort to make America metric, It is to this end that
this writer's effort has been made, Successful experiences for and with teachers provide a
high pvobability of successful experiences for children.
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EXPERIENCES I[N TEACHING THE METRIC SYSTEM IN SCTENCE CLASSUES

Barbara Logan
University of Delaware
131 Prestbury Circle, Apt. H
Newark, Delaware 19713

We are continually reminded that the teaching of the past decade has not been
appropriate for the world we live in and that it will be less suitable for the future. In
the area of science education we have seen sweeping curriculum reform and our presence here
today indicates that we are aware of the coming reform in the arca of measurement.

Others in this conference have touched upon the need to prepare for metric, opportuni-’
ties for funding, the use of media in teaching metric and the like. [ would like to share
some activities used in teaching the metric system in science classes that 1 and others
have found successful.

In working with sclence teachers in workshop settings for the past four years, 1 have
encouraged them to adopt five rules in teaching the metric system.

RULE 1
Your primary effort should be devoted to helping students to THINK METRIC.

Thinking metric means visualizing relative size in metric units, <o the tcacher's
primary responsibility is to provide the learner direct, purposeful experiences with the
units of the metric system.

In 1968, a study conducted in Nevada showed that science teachers taught the metric
system chiefly through discussion and lecture techniques.! 1In all the literature on metric
instruction pouring off the press in the past five vears the consensus seems to be that
active measuring on the part of the students is vital to establishing the concept of the
metric units. This brings us to -

RULE 2

Use the guess and measure technique or in more acceptable terminology: Design dual
activities of estimation and verification.

This activity should call upon the student to estimate & measurement then to check his
estimate by measuring. If you are asked to estimate the height of a room in meters, vyou
may make a preliminary estimation of 10 feet. Then you may rcason that this is a little
more than 3 yards and finally report the height of the room as "about 3 meters." This is
NOT the way to teach today's students to estimate. We want to give them experiences
leading to instinctive estimation in metric units. And so -

RULE 3
Avoid conversion back and forth between metric and U.S. customary units.

For many years our foreign language teachers have taught students to be bi-lingual;
there is no reason why they can't learn to operate dual measurement. For sometime there
will be a need to have knowledge of both systems. However, the attempt to interweave the
two systems by tedious study and complicated conversion factors is discouraging and sense-
less.

RULE 4

Be consistent! Use metric units in all evervday situations not just when you're
studying a unit on metric measures.

Physlcs teachers, who have traditionally touched on the metric system, and then, have
ignored it to teach acceleration due to gravity as 32 feet per second squared and air pres-
sure at sea level as 15 pounds per square inch will have to make some adjustments. It
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won't do for the vast of us to announce: "Today, we're going to have a test on the metric
system so everyone vit at least 6 feet from your neighbor."? ' .

We can subtly attune our students to metric by requiring 2 cm margins on reports submitted
instead of the usual 1 in., or we can begin to specify paper size as approximately 22 by
28 cm rather than 8-1/2 by 11 in. In biology and health classes, we can designate vital
statistics of organisms in metric units.

RULE S
. Give them what they need when they need it!

.Science teachers have tolerated the need to spend time teaching the metric system
because of the poor background of their students in this area. For many student. measure-
ment has been nothing more than memorizing tables, equivalencies, and key formulas which
they apply with no conceptual knowledge of how they functionm.

No student should be subjected to the entire metric system at once, but at whatever
grade level you teach, some concept of measurement should be taught and the students should

learn that concept in metric units.

Without a doubt, the student entering . -1 classes at the junior high and senior
high school levels, six to ten years from i« . . .11 be better prepared in metric measurement
skills than they are today. In the mear '. + =cience teachers must design activities that
will reinforce and in many cases establi - toncepts so that the student will be able to

use this tool efficiently.

These activities should guide the learner to abstract generalizations from actual
measuring experiences. Rather than presenting a host of formulas for the student to memo-
rize, let him derive what he believes “o de an adequate rule after he has measured several
things similar in nature.

Through the accivity the: teacher "scots the stage' and then directs pupils in the
exploration of new ideas, performing experiments and stating generalizations.

Let us consider a few activities that have been successful for others, bearing in mind
that grade level is not as important as the level of sophistication the student shows in the
areas of metric measurement. When considering activities for students in the upper grades
(junior and senior high school) we must remember that for the most part they have had little
exposure to metric or at best a negative experience with it. They need experiences which
are non~threatening and at which they can be successful.

In the areas of linear measurement, ,r:.mary learners (whether age 6, 16, 26 or 60) must
be led through a series of activities inalvisg non-standardized units (ribbons, string,
etc.) to the discovery of the need for some standardized unit. Once they have learned the
terms meter and centimeter various projeccts may be used to reinforce the concept of the
units and the skill in using the toels. Skill in using the tool includes selecting the
proper tool for the task at hand, e.g., using a meterstick or trundle wheel to measure the
length of the hallway instead of using a 30 cm rule.

ACTIVITY 1
HEIGHT CHART

Middle school science programs usually include a section on the human body growth and
development. A class project might include measuring everyone's height in centimeters or
meters. Students who are more than 100 centimeters tall will allow the opportunity of
recording height as decimal parts of meters, e.g., Jane: 1.51 m. If this activity is done
in the fall and a class record is kept, it can be repeated several times during the year to

compare growth rates.
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ACTIVITY 2
BODY FACTS

Students may e grouped into pairs to measure body parts. Charts depicting arm length,
head size, etc., can be constructed or graphs showing the relationship of height and arm
length or age and head size might prove interesting.

~In the upper grades or high school individual charts can ‘be prepared (Fig. 1).3 Notice
the column ESTIMATE. ' The student is asked to estimate each measurement before verifying it.
He may begin to associate various estimated lengths with body parts.

Body Facts: How Well Do You Know Yourself?

Materials: meterstick, metric tape measure.

Directions: Find the following body measurements in centimeters. (Make an estimate
first, then check your estimation.)

Estimate Actual
1. Your height
2. The length of your foot
8. The width of your finger
4. The width of your hand
5. The distance around your waist
6. The distance around your wrist T
7. The distance around your neck
8. The distance around your chest
9. Your head size
FIGURE 1
ACTIVITY 3

PET MEASUREMENTS

Measurement of pet.

Measuring their pets, (height of dog and cat or length of pet snake} can add interest
to additional experiences in measurement for elementary science students. Secondary science
students should be required to keep records of laboratory animals (mice, guinea pigs,
rabbits, frogs, snakes, gerbils) including length, height, weight, food intake, etc., in

metric units.
42
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ACTIVITY 4
PLANT MEASUREMENTS
At the upper elementary level extensive practice in using the measuring'inscrumenCS-
and recording the data is needed. Plant studies provide opportunities for measuring roots,
leaves, shoots, amount of water given. Records of this data can then be used for grthing
experiences. Simple testing devices can then he prepared to check progress (Fig. 2).
ACTIVITY 5
LEAF COLLECTIONS AND METRIC
In the fall it is easy to collect a variety of leaves and use these in science classes
for hundreds of activities. When pupils collect leaves have them "fix" them by covering
them with clear contact paper to keep them from wilting or drying out too quickly.
In addition to the classification activities that can be conducted relative to color,

veining, edges, and source, we can also ask the student to classify by size. Because it is
difficult to judge which leaf is "largest'" due to variations in length and width, an area

study can be introduced. (Fig. 3).5
' =
. Y / -
7 .
N .
AR
Directions: Label or name the leaves. Estimate how many square centimeters in each

leaf. Make a table to record your guesses and measures:

Materials needed: 5 leaves, differing fm size or shape

Leaf Estimate Measure
a cm 2 cm 2
b cm 2 cm 2
c cm 2 cm 2
d cm 2 . cm 2
e cm 2 cm 2

Now measure the leaves. You may wish to use centimeter grids or paper.
Complete the table. Make a display for the class to show the area of
each leaf.

FIGURE 3

-
To determine the area of the leaf:
1. Pupils place leaf on square centimeter graph paper and trace its outline.
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2. Estimate the number of blocks it covers.
3. Count the approximate number of squares.

4‘, Repeat this activity with a leaf that the pupil estimates to be about
the same size.

If this activity is repeated by using objects with regular sides, the students can be
led to discover the formula of length x width to determine the area of a regular surface.
Increasingly more difficult (abstract) problems can be designed by asking the students to
solve problems involving carpeting or tiling of floors, making floor plans, reading blue-
prints, planning gardens, etc.

Perimeter studies can also be done by covering the outline of the leaf with a piece of
string and then measuring the length of the string used to determine the perimeter of the
leaf. i :

ACTIVITY 6
SCAVENGER HUNT

A fun culminating activity for the study of linear measurement involves a Scavenger
Hunt. 1In one method of conducting this activity, the teacher measures a number of objects
in the room or within a designated area and records these measurements on a checklist for
the students or on three by five cards. Measurements must be recorded in the proper units
and it should be indicated if they are other than a length or width. For example, if vou
measure the circumference of a door knob, it should be indicated that this measurement is
a circumference.

The students, equipped with meterstick, metric rule and string or metric measuring
tape, are asked to find the object measured within the designated area. If they locate an
object that measures the same as indicated on the card or checklist, but is not the actual
object keyed, they are given credit after proving that the object they found does indeed
measure the same. It is good to have an award for the individual or team that finds all

the items.

Variations on procedure can include additional practice for the students. Divide the
class into groups or teams. Assign the teams to various areas to do the initial measuring
and preparation of scavenger hunt cards. Teams would then exchange cards and try to iden-
tify the objects keyed by the other teams.

ACTIVITY 7
HOPSCOTCH: A CRUTCH
Students will need much practice in converting from one unit to another within the

metric system, from meters to centimeters, etc. In problem situations where students have
difficulty in correct placement of the decimal point, this Hopscotch may be of help.

(Figure 4)
iiid hecto deka meter deci centi milli
liter
gram
FIGURE 4

Procedure:

a. Locate the original unit on one of the squares.
35
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b. Count the squares to the new unit.

c. Move the original unit's decimal point as many places as blocks
in the same left or right direction.

Example:” 5.5 m = mm
a. Place finger on the block marked meter.

b. Move to the block marked millimeter, counting the blocks as you
move.

¢. The decimal point is moved three spaces to the right just as your
finger moved three blocks to the right when going from meter to
millimeter on the chart.

‘Example: 5.5 m = 5500.0 mm

Admittedly this is a crutch, but for the junior or senior chemistry/physics
student finding transition difficult, it helps to reduce a great deal of frustration.

Since there is no distinction in the metric system between dry and wet volume, these
measures are much easier to teach in metric. All measures regarding volume emanate from
the basic liter.

ACTIVITY 8
BOX UPON BOX

In order to develop the concept of volume, the teacher will need to have boxes of
different shapes and varying size.® The students can fill the box with cubic centimeter
blocks and then count the blocks to find the approximate number it will hold. Many boxes
should be tested and arranged in order according to the number of blocks that can be

contained.

Pupils might next estimate the number of cubes needed to fill a given container, and
discuss ways of finding how many it will take without actually filling the container with
cubes. This leads to the rule of multiplying length x width x height to establish volume.

Many experiences of this type are needed before the pupils are completely familiar
with the concept of volume. As the student progresses, the liter may be introduced as a
unit of measure for larger containers.

ACTIVITY 9
WHAT'S A LITER?

Display a clear plastic cubic liter container which is graduated in 100 ml divisions.
Have various other graduated containers available. These should vary in capacity from
100 ml to 1 £ and should be filled with colored water. :

Ask the students to estimate which one of the containers of colored water could be
emptied into the plastic cube, filling it without spilling over. Test the one they select
and note the number of milliliters it contained.

Starting again with the empty cubic liter container, fill it to various levels,
comparing the gradations on the plastic cube to those on the graduated cylinder.

If the activity is done again, using the centimeter cubes, the teacher can help the
student relate the cubic centimeter notation to milliliter notation.
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ACTIVITY 10
EVERYDAY CONTAINERS
Additional estimating exercises may be provided through the use of household objects of
varying capacity, e.g., teaspoon, coffee can, milk carton, juice cans, olive jars, tea cup,

fruit jars, vases, etc., gpd a set of calibrated measuring beakers.’

Students can measure amount of water each container can hold by using the measuring

" beakers. To find the liquid.volume of the smaller containers, it may be easier for the

students to first fill the container with water, then determine its volume by pouring its
contents into the appropriate graduated cylinder.

After sufficient practice to allow students to be able to eyeball various volumes they
may be challenged to pairs of bottles having different shapes. The pairs should be com-
prised of bottles of somewhat different volumes but not so different that it is obvious
which is larger. A sample record kept by the students may read as in Figure 5.8

Bottles Guess Capacity of Capacity of Which is the
which is larger 1st bottle 2nd bottle larger?
A& B A ‘ 456 ml ' 425 ml A
C&D [o 2.3 13 2.7 L D
E&F
FIGURE 5

A variation or additional activity might involve competition as follows. Select ten
or twelve items from your collection of containers and identify each by letter or number.
Have the students estimate the capacity of each in milliliters or liters.

Divide the class into groups or teams and have each team check the volume of each
container. Team points may be gained-by whoever estimated closest to the actual volume.
The team with the most points wins and an appropriate award is given. In one instance,
the award was 100 ml of cola for each member of the winning team.

- ACTIVITY 11
SHAPES AND VOLUMES

Piaget did a great deal of work with young children on building the concept that solids
with equal volumes can have completely different shapes. 1Tt is interesting to note that
many of our students at the junior and senior high school level have yet to verify this fact
for themselves.

In most physical science programs we can find examples of suggested labs involving the
methods for measuring the volume of small, irregular shaped solids. Before doing the acti-
vities suggested in your text, you might provide a bit of a Piagetian experience.

Prepare 10 or 12 objects in various sizes and shapes with clay and identify each by
letter or name. Any item heavy enough to float and not be damaged by water can be used,
but the use of clay provides the opportunity to demonstrate a very important principle.

Several methods might be used in determining the solid volume of an object. The
student might first place the object in a container and then fill the container to the top
with water. The object being measured should then be removed from the container and the
container filled to capacity using a graduated cylinder. The total amount of water needed
to fill the container with the object removed is recorded and is the solid volume of the
object. (Figure 6) '
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Materials:

Directions:

How to Lose Pounds Without Dieting

bathroom scale (metric)

Estimate your mass. Find your mass on the metric scale.

name on
measure

nn>

100kg
95kg
90 kg
85kg
80kg
76 kg
70kg
65kg
60kg
55kg
50 kg
45kg
40kg
35kg

30kg

25kg
20kg
15kg
10kg

5kg

NAMES

the chart and color up to your mass. Then find
their masses, and record them on the chart.
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FIGURE 7
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Then give them a fun problem like the one below:'*(Figure 8)

How Much Are You Worth?

If you had a bag full of pennies which weighed the same as you, how much would they be
worth: What equipment would you need to find this out? Tell what you would do to find out.
Do it.

FIGURE 8

One of the neatest things about the International System of Measurement is the
relationship: one cubic centimeter of water = one milliliter = one gram. The simplest
activity to impress this on the mind of students,- young and old, is found in Physical
Science: Tdeas and Investigations in Science by Dolmatz and Wong. In the activity, the
student is instructed to weigh a dry graduated cylinder and record its weight, fill the
cylinder to 100 milliliter mark and weigh it again. They are then asked to determine the
weight of the water, a simple subtraction exercise. By a series of questions they are led
through the mathematical steps needed to determine the weight of a cubic centimeter of

water.

The student is then given a small plastic cube-shaped container which is exactly one
cubic centimeter. He follows the same procedure of weighing and recording the empty and
full container and then determining the weight of the water in the small container. He is
then asked the question: "How much water do you think is in the container?" His answer
will be one cubic centimeter. ’

When this activity was done with a group of adults, their reaction was, ''Oh, how neat."
For some chemistry students this simple activity was a real help in understanding the basis

of specific gravity concepts.
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Your guess: How does

How the Item Volume in its volume
Ranks in Milli- Cubic actually
Item Volume liters centimeters rank:
A 3 900 ml 900 cm’ 4
B 11 150 ml 150 cm3 9
c S
FIGURE 6

However, solids are more appropriately measured in cubic units. Since liquid volume
of one cubic.centimeter is one milliliter, it follows that the solid volume of the clay
object is recorded then in cubic centimeters.

In another method the students use an overflow can and directly measure the solid
volume of the object in terms of the amount of water displaced. This then should be
recorded in terms of cubic centimeters. In the upper levels this activity, coupled with
one to be mentioned later, lead into a study of specific gravity.

If the teacher has used clay in the activity described above, he might roll a chunk of
clay into a ball. Ask the students to find its volume. Then, taking the same ball of clay
and in clear view of the students, flatten the ball into a pancake shape, making it clear
that you have neither used any additional clay nor have you removed any clay. Ask the

‘student to decide if the solid volume of the new shape is less than, equal to or greater

than the solid volume of the ball, This should be repeated until all the students realize
that changing the shape of a piece of clay does not change its volume.

In designing activities dealing with mass or weight the same basic procedures can be
used. Provide sufficient experiences for the student to weigh various objects so that he
might gain a feel for the gram and kilogram.

Once the student has developed a certain amount of skill in using the balance and in
estimating mass, provide containers filled or partially filled with differing materials.
Ask the students to order the containers (I use old film cans or pill bottles) by weight.
Their estimates can then be verified using a balance.

Don't overlook the obvious. Have the students weigh themselves on a bathroom scales
calibrated in metric. (Figure 7)
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Not all activities suit all classes nor all students. Nor do you have to spend a
great deal of time and energy designing original activities. . Many have been prepared and

. a little time spent browsing through the various sources on the market will supply you with

sufficient ideas for nearly every level of sophistication that you will meet in your classes.
At the end of this article, I have included a limited bibliography of sources we have found
most useful. ' .

If we design non-threatening activities through which our students can have some
successful encounters with metric notation we may hear our students re-echo the words of
the student in the limerick:

There once was a student named Peter
Who asked, "Why use meter and liter"
But when he found out

He let out a shout
"Cause meter and liter are neater!"

f’.‘
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METRIC GAMING

Cecil R. Trueblood and Michael Szabo
The Pennsylvania State University
#148 Chambers Building
University Park, Pennsylvania 16802

INTRODUCTION

Traditicnal learning activities in which students play games and "have fun'" have been
viewed with some skepticism by educators because learning has been viewed as a serious
rather than frivolous endeavor. Consequently the use of educational games to some teachers
connotus students just "enjoying themselves" without attending to any specific purpose or
educational objective.

Academic or learning games were first developed bv educators in an attempt to associate
"enjoving learning' with achieving specific cognitive or skill objectives in a manner that
would reconcile these seemingly incompatible outcomes. Added interest in gaming has
resulted from the contribution of gaming instruction to the attaimment of value clarifi-
cation (affective) objectives. Learning games as used in the context of this presentation
may be defined as a small group activity structure in which players use or acquire a body
of knowledge, skills, and attitudes as resources as they compete/cooperate with other
players under specified conditions, rules, and procedures.

We have recognized the applicability of educational gaming to the cognitive, psychomotor
and affective domains inherent in learning the metric system of weights and measures.
Through metric games students can learn the structure of the metric system and acquire basic
measurement skills in a rich and stimulating environment. Therefore, the purposes of this
presentation are to describe:

1) the advantages of using metric games;

2) gunidelines educators can use to design metric games: and

3) ways in which such games can be used by proponents of metric education.
ADVANTAGES OF METRIC LEARNING GAMES

Numerous advantages to educational games have been cited in professional literature.
The four advantages with high potential for metric learning games are that they’can:

1) facilitate cognitive learning:
2) enhance skill development;
3) act as‘'a source of motivation, and

4) affect other variables in the educational environment which uave
considerable impact on learning the metric system.

Thevimpacc of games upon cognitive learning has been documented by Boocock and Schild
(1968) and Edwards, DeVries, and Snyder (1972). The latter have shown a significant
increase on several dimensions of mathematics achievement in seventh grade mathematics
classes.

Boocock and Schild (1968) have indicated that learning games substantially improve
those skills which are simulated by or incorporated into games. This factor is quite per-
tinent to metric gaming since hasic measurement and estimation skills are central to

" acquiring competence with the metric measurement system. Indeed, the authors have found

that teaching of the basic measurement skills (i.e. the nature of any linear area or volume
unit) is a necessary readiness factor to learning any system of measurement.

According to Boocock and Schild (1968), the clearest advantage of learning games is
their ability to mntivate students to want to learn. Metric learning games seem to be
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intrinsically motivating for a number of reasons. First, game participants are required

to negotiate the games's rules, debate about the correctness of answers and in general
interact with one another while they engage in a decision-making process. In short, they
must become actively involved in using the game's metric content to become effective players.

Second, as pointed out by Gordon (1972), gaming provides students with the opportunity
to exert control and influence over their social environment. That is, their actiomns switch
from being passive consumers of knowledge to active decision-makers and information pro-
cessors. Game participants thus gain a feeling of being a cause of events in a metric game.
In addition, metric games provide teachers with a chance to have participants experience
some feeling of success while using the metric system. This positive feeling or attitude
comes from being able to effectively compete in a metric game and to exert some control
over the game's outcome. In general, this positive orientation and motivation is trans-
ferable to other metric measurement activities and helps the student to build self-
confidence in his ability to use the metric measurement system.

Finally, metric games affect other learning-related variables that impact upon the
total learning environment. It is readily apparent that learning games promote social
interaction among a game's participants. As teachers already know, students do learn from
interacting with their peers as well as the feacher. In the case of metric learning games,
this interaction would seem to enhance the learning of the game's content, related measure-
ment skills, and general gaming strategies. {eVries and Edwards (1973) have verified a
significant peer tutoring effect when students were encouraged to compete with each other
on a team basis. Thus it is highly likely that metric learning games played on a team
basis will encourage team members to help peers learn the metric measurement system.

It has been observed that the correct use of feedback will positively influence
student's academic growth. Allen (1969) showed that games can result in a significant
increase in the amount of positive reinforcement in the classroom. Educational games have
also been shown to result in less perceived difficulty and greater student satisfaction
with class activities. (DeVries & Edwards, 1973). There is no reason to suspect that
these general positive outcomes would differ for metric learning games.

As Gordon (1972) explains, learning games provide the teacher control over various
feedback options. It increases the teacher's capability of altering the frequency, immedi-
acy and sources of feedback normally encountered in the typical classroom situation of 30
students to cne teacher. This capability stems from the natural reduction in numbers of
persons competing for rewards, the student's immediate access to correct answers, and the
opportunity to observe the strategies and counter strategies employed by other players.
This implies that after making a move in a metric learning game, a participant immediately
learns about the correctness of his response and the influence it has upon other players.

A final note on metric learning games is that they can help overcome resistance to
change and aid in the development of a sense of relevance concerning what is learned and
how it will apply to future situations. These two advantages are particularly important
and related to the adult attitude toward the metrication of the United States.

GUIDELINES FOR DESIGNING METRIC GAMES

A set of general guidelines were developed (Szabo & Trueblood, 1975) to enable
educators to design, produce and evaluate metric learning games for specific classroom
applications. They have since been refined by using inservice and preservice teachers
attending university courses, workshops and federally-funded inservice programs. Ele-
mentary and secondary teachers have used the guidelines to produce and evaluate metric
games and related activities that fit into their metrication curricula. These guidelines
are discussed in general terms below to focus upon their basic purpose and function.

Establish Specific Qutcomes. Carefully choose instructional objectives from the
cognitive, affective and psychomotor domains that involve at least two content areas. For

.example, one could choose the common science and mathematics processes of observing,

measuring and classifying. This approach which integrates content areas reinforces the
philosophy that metric measurement is an integral part of our way of life and is not
isolated to one content area such as mathematics. This integrated approach will conserve
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instructional time and promote transfer of metric measurement skills from one subject area
to the other. It is also helpful to organize these objectives around a common theme
because common themes are suggestive of other games and can be used to relate metric games
to other on-going classroom activities.

Write Simple Rules and Procedures. Rules and procedures are crucial to making a game
self-instructional and student directed. It is essential to keep the rules simple and

straightforward so that play moves quickly from one player to the next and to promote maxi- .
mum involvement in the game. Include in the rules and procedures how the game begins, how’
a player obtains feedback concerning his answers or decisions, ‘and what scoring procedure
will be used. The rules and procedures are crucial bacause they determine which player
strategies will work and fail, the kinds of decision making that will be encouraged and
what resources the players are permitted to use.

Use Simple Materials. Most metric games can be constructed by using simple, inexpen-
sive materials consisting of some combination of the following: a playing board or surface,
the pieces or tokens out of which the game is built, the decision devices such as dice or
spinners and the task determiners such as card decks or written instructions on the playing
surface. Task determiners communicate whether there is to be individual winner or loser,
and/or collective team effort. They also establish how the pieces or tokens are to be used
to gain points or to trap an opponent's pieces or tokens during the game. TFigure 1 shows
a typical game board used extensively by the authors.

Provide Immediate Feedback. Immediate knowledge of results is one of the key features
of an instructional game which provides motivational and instructional impact. In most
cases feedback can be built into a game by using one of the following: an answer deck, a
student leader whose level of competence will allow him or her to make reliable judgments,
or the back of task cards used to direct the player's activity.

Build in Some Suspense. Experience has shown that games enjoyed by the plavers contain
some element of risk or chance. This can be incorporated into games by using random deci-
sion devices such as dice or spinners or by placing instructions on the game board that
arbitrarily change a player's status in the competition. Card decks that administer reward
or penalty points also help create some suspense. These suspense-creating features which
help keep the difference between the players' scores at a minimum apparently help niake the
game a "'fun game." . '

Have Students Record Diagnostic Information. Supplyving each student with a score is an
important feature of each game. The score sheets help the teacher to judge when the game
should be altered to make it more challenging, to decide which plavers should compete with
each other, to select student leaders and to decide when to terminate the game. The score
sheets also supply players with a record that shows individual scores across each round of
the game and serves to motivate them to improve. This feature can be built into most games
by using numbered task cards, by having the student leader place cards vielding right
answers and cards yielding wrong answers in different piles, or by having the student
leader record the results of each player on a class record sheet. A sample score sheet is

included in Figure 2.

Create the Game to Allow Variation. Games that allow the teacher to quickly create a
variation through minor rule or material modifications have the most potential for success.
This is true for two reasons. First, it keeps the game from becoming stale because the
players know all the answers and decision points. Second, the teacher or plavers can
modify the game without a large time investment.

Evaluate the Game. Try the game with a small pilot group of students. Use the first-
round score sheets as a pretest. Keep the succeeding score sheet in the correct order. By
comparing the first with the last-round score sheets for specific students, a decision about
the achievement of the stated instructional objective can be reached. Filing the score
sheet according to the various game's instructional objectives will provide a longitudinal
record of a student's progress as well as diagnostic information for future instruction.
Finally ask the players if they enjoyed the game by using self-report forms such as a faces
inventory or a short questionnaire.
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{(Name) . (Date)
(Game Title) (Round Numbers)
Your Correct Number of
Card Number Measurement Answer Points
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]
FIGURE 2.

Student Record Sheet for Metric Game
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WAYS OF USING METRIC GAMES

Potential uses for metric games are limited only by the imagination of the instructor.
Four ways in which they haveybeen successfully used include teaching, diagnosis, evaluation,
and teacher training.

Teaching. Used in a teaching role, metric pames can effectively teach students in a
variety of areas simultaneously. Basic measurement and estimation skills can be learned
and practiced through games. Cognitive knowledge of the metric system (e.g., units, pre-
fixes), the interrelationship of the parts of the metric system, and the application of the
metric system to the acquisition of new knowledge through problem-solving can also be
taught. Social change and positive attitudes for adopting the metric system with minimal
social disruption can be stressed using the same learning game.

Diagnosis. The concept of teacher as diagnostician can be applied through numerous
testing and evaluating environments, including gaming. A diagnostic approach to teaching
begins with a diagnosis of learning needs whereas nondiagnostic teaching typically begins
with some form of norm-referenced instruction. Metric games can be used to identify either
those areas of inadequate knowledge and skills for a class of students, for smaller subsets
of the class, or for individuals. Although the latter cases require more teacher time, an
effective records keeping and materials distribution system can greatly reduce the time and
work involved. For example, to be used in the diagnostic process, a procedure for recording
student performance during the first several times students play a particular metric learning
game should be designed. Obviously the procedure should vary depending upon the type infor-
mation desired.

As an example, if the teacher wanted to know whether students knew the meaning of the
prefixes used with each metric measurement unit, the teacher could simply provide each
player with a record sheet. These forms when collected at the end of the two gaming periods
would tell the teacher which prefixes the students know and do not know. Thus the forms
from each student can be used to decide which prefixes should be encountered most often in
succeeding rounds of the game by the game participants. o

On the other hand, if a teacher were interested in a student's ability to measure and
record an object's length correct to the nearest centimeter, the teacher could compare the
results reported by a student on a score sheet with his or her pre-established criterion.
The results from several gaming perjods would then show how many other times that particular
game or a modified version might be used to help students who consistently scored below
criterion.

Evaluation. Metric games can ‘serve as evaluation instruments to assess learning
outcomes iwhich are expected to result from direct instruction, other learning games, Or
other teaching techniques. As an evaluation device, games can complement or replace tradi-
tional paper and pencil tests which measure a highly verbal and limited portion of a
learner's knowledge. That is, they permit the direct evaluation of actual measurement and
estimation skills and enable the teacher to observe given dimensions of related social/
affective behaviors in a somewhat controlled environment. The visual reality and perform-
ance aspects of such testing may help to ameliorate the academic differences between
racial, cultural, and social classes which are highly bound up in verbal testing (Semler
and Iscoe, 1963; Securro and Walls, 1971).

Teacher Training. Teacher training is traditionally viewed as inservice or preservice.
The former involves practicing and experienced teachers with quite specific educational
interests and styles. Metric games are quite useful with these teachers in that the games
are easy to conceptualize, design, and field test. The results are usually so encouraging
that the teacher is quickly convinced of their value.

Beginning preservice teachers usually have not yet focused their interest and
attention on one classroom or school unit and thus need training at a somewhat more dif-
fuse and abstract level. For them, metric games can be used as a model for mini-curriculum
development, an alternative to the type of classroom experience so pervasive of recent
experiences of the university student, and an introduction to a variety of learning struc-
tures including 'small groups and individual student attention.
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Both inservice and preservice teachers have developed and used metric games as one
component of their professional development. As one example of the former, interdisci-
plinary metric games for use in various grades with elementary and secondary students.

Students in elementary mathematics education courses at The Pennsylvania State .
University regularly develop metric learning games and acquire a good deal of information
about the metric system in the process.

The authors' experience in the use of metric games also included curriculum specialists
in school districts who hold major responsibility for implementation of a metric curriculum.
Among other considerations, these persons were concerned with the best efforts with a
cautious eye to spiralling budgets. The appeal afforded by metric gaming to curriculum
specialists resided in the fact that teachers can develop appropriate games at minimal cost
(even when extra compensation for curriculum development efforts are counted)_to the school
district. Furthermore, the materials developed seemed more likely to be tailored to the
unique needs of the particular school districts. In comparison the costs of commercially
made instructional games and metric curriculum materials are presently quite high and cor-
responding quality, in the authors' opinion is highly variable with a tendency on the poor

side.

An attempt to provide the above information to school administrators resulted in
presentations of workshops on "Gaming and Metric Education” at the State level (Pennsylvania
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, November 1974) and the National level
(National Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, March 1975). These
sessions were extremely well attended and numerous requests for added information have been

received.

A’'final note on the usefulness of metric games. The authors concluded early in the
game that their efforts to train individual teachers would be severely limited by the sheer
number and geographical dispersion of those to be trained. <hus, the concept of leadership
training workshops for metric education was developed. The essence of this idea 1is that
leadership teams from schools, districts, or intermediate units would be trained to in turn
conduct metric education workshops with school personnel at the local level. Needless to
say, the development of metric games plays a large and successful role in these leadership
workshops.

At present, the authors have developed a comprehensive plan for metrication of public
schools on a statewide basis through leadership training workshops. The plan is being
adapted to meet the needs of an Intermediate Unit (serving 17 school districts) and one
large and one moderate size school district in Pennsylvania.
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METRIC IN PRESERVICE TEACHER TRAINING

Dr. John Lindbeck, Director
Center for Metric Education and Studies
Western Michigan University
Kalamazoo, Michigan
\ 49001
I am going to talk to you this afternoon on preservice education programs. There is so

much one can say about this, that what I am going to do is take the liberty of "simply
describing what we did in the Industrial Education Department at Western Michigan University
to establish a preservice program in metric education. In talking to industrial trainers,
.training and development people, retail and office personnel who are in charge of training
programs, one factor emerges: to treat metrication costs and activities as routine business
expenses. You have heard that many times. If you subscribe to the Metric Reporter, you
have heard these words spoken and you have seen them written many, many times. This 1is so
important to training and development programs in industry; it is equally important to
training education preservice or inservice in public education.

It is,a mistake to suggest to your administrators that in order to accomplish metric
change in your institution, you have to set up an elaborate organization and get special
funding. While it would be' nice to have money to operate a little more freely, it is impor~
tant to just take metrication in the stride of a normal, routine, inservice program that you
have to offer in any school in the country.

Very specifically, I want to talk to the points in figure 1 as they relate to getting
a group of fifteen faculty members who know nothing about metric, and welding this group
into a team that can accomplish metric change most efficiently and at the least possible
cost. This is the task for everyone associated with preservice programs. By preservice 1
mean the "pipeline” student. We are concerned with the student who is enrolled at Western
Michigan University in the Industrial Education Department right now who is going to
graduate as an industrial arts or vocational education teacher, or go into industry as
training and development personnel. Preservice involves these persons.

One of our first tasks was to appoint a metric coordinating comm;>Cee. A coordinator
should be a person in the department who is committed and interested in metrication. He had
read about this, he had perhaps attended a few seminars, he was keenly concerned with what
should be the approaches and what were some of the problems or issues relative to metrics as
it pertains to industrial education teachers.

APPOIMT METPIC COOPNIMATIMG COMMITTEE
TRAIN FACULTY

DEVELOP METPIC PLAY

PLAY STIMENT MANILE

PLAM TECHIICAL LAP ACTIVITIES
EVALIRTE. AND MONTFY

UPDATE FACUILTY

N Y Ul W N

Figure 1
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To train the faculty was t£h® next step. One of the first things this committee did was
to train itself, and they did ghtis through our Center-~six of the faculty members underwent
a metric seminar training prograM that: lasted about 30 hours. They are a very well trained
group. We were fortunate in being& able po handle it that way., Not all schools can and it
is unfortunate, but there are other options that we can talk about. But the faculty has to
be trained also, and you have o decide exactly how you are going to achieve this. Are you
going to take 30 minutes from each of Your faculty meetings and lock evervbody in to an
introduction to SI and then begin looking at some of the particular concerns as they relate
te drafting laboratories, graphi¢ arts, wood technology, metal technology, etc.? There are
miny ways of achieving this alsoe. But one has to give some serious thought to providing
faculty with the necessary training to do a job.

Concomitantly, this commitree is developing a metric plan for the entire department.
Exactly how are you going to achi®ve thig? What kind of a time line are You concerned
about? You are also concerned abOut costs-~how you can phase costs in and out-~remembering
my first statement, "Treat these as normal business expenses insofar as possible." Many
other issues surface as a commjtt®e begins looking at specifically what the training needs
for the department are. -

- Planning a student module is also important. It was decided that the best way to
effect metrication, insofar as the student was concerned, was to get a self-teaching program
for the students. And, fortunacely,'a U.S.0.E. project going on at Western, produced such
a program.. It was "Going Metrjc for Students," It is a self-learning program and it takes
about a half hour. We had that oPtion, or there are several commercial booklets available
which can give a student a pretty Rood introduction to SI. We were after a simple overview
and then locking them into the units they would be most likely to need in an industrial
education program. We decided on Going Metric for Students package with some modifications-—-
we wanted to update it with some ©Other materials. We tried it out on some pilot groups and
it worked well. When a student has gone through this module, he takes the self-administered
test, turns it in to any one of s BrouP of faculty who issues him a little card as a certifi-
cate of completion. There was soMe discussion about giving college credit, but we decided
against it.

Planning technical activitjes was the next phase. I show you an example as Figure 2.
We' are looking at a means of providing initial metric learning experiences in, for example,
a drafting program. The students take three courses and they can take more beyond that if
they are going to specialize in c¢€rtain phases of technology. In a first course we give
them an initial laboratory experi@nce Which takes from two to four hours. I say from two
to four hours--it depends on what labs they are in. Woodworking lab requires a little less
than metalworking or the drafting lab so there is a variance there. These are initial
experiences in using measuring co°1s, becoming familiar with the units that are used in
that particular course, and lookif® at Product and engineering standards. That is one
thing we haven't really talked about at z11 here today because most people in the room are
not concerned about product and ef8ineering standards. We in industrial education are
because we have to worry about rePlacement sizes for lumber, for metal tubing, barstock,
screwthreads, rivets, pressures for welding tanks, etc. Until thege Standards are developed
and approved, we can only make jntelligent guesses as to what these are. These are some of
the things that we have to be conterned about.

Next there is the matter of €Valuating and modifying as the program commences and you
get feedback from students. You €an make adjustments--you can make changes. For example,
this is one thing that has already occUrred: We had allocated far too much time to helping
students learn to read a micrometel and a vernier caliper. We were considering perhaps an
hour--you can do it in 15 minutes- Understand, all these students know how to read a cus-
tomary inch micrometer and vernjef. SO we are not teaChing them how to use a vernier cali-
per or a micrometer. Instead, we @re Showing them that there are different numbers on the
tool, so they are going to read it differently., It didn't take as much time as we thought;
we modified the program accordingly.

A final important point is updating our faculty. Let me give you an example. There
was a workshop in power and energy~~aut® meChanics, if you will, and Small engines--last
summer that was heavily oriented tOwards matters Of metrication as it relates to that whole
discipline. One of our persons, the person in charge of the power/auto area, went there.
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We contributed to his expensés. We try to support'people however possible, because it is
important that you do constantly update thed and keep them apprised of changes. As new
products in engineering standards come out, for example, we get notification of this
through the ANSI Reporter or the Metric Reporter; vou immed iately write for copies of these
and you make sure standards get disseminated. Everybody who is interested or has to know
something ahout these should look at them.

Now, let me refer you to one of these programs in a technical area (Sec figure 2).
This is partial--it goes on for another page--but I think this is sufficient to give you
an idea how we structured this. Our concern is merely to set up a series of introductory
learning experiences. This happens to be in the drafting lab. You can see, "Given the
metric drawings, students will be able to identify and record metric linear dimensions in
millimeters, etc. Define and identify the characteristics of the following measurement
units as they apply to drafting." These are the four units, length measurement units, of
course, that will be used in drafting. You want them to he aware of these--and you say,
"What's the kilometer doing in there?” They do mapping also and so they have to know that
one. And in some sensitive machining operations they are dealing with micrometers of sur-

face finish, so that is'an important one too.

Then there is the matter of converting metric dimensions to inch dimensions and so on.
You will note that there are three other references to converting. We recognize that in
industrial education programs you have to comvert. Because we have dual dimension drawings
which we are using in industry, and whenever you have dual dimension drawings, a conversion
issue is at stake and we have to have people understand what this means. We have them
understand it and achieve some skill in it by making them do it. This is what I am
concerned about as I speak about conversion.

I will maintain that the idea of having dual readout micrometers or other instruments
is not a bad idea. I don't see a great deal of harm in this--there are pros and cons
certainly. They don't cost any more, thev can be used either in customary inch readouts,
or they can be used in metric. (I don't want to get philosophical regarding this. 1 am
trying to be as pragmatic as possible.) If for a teacher in a given situation it makes
more sense for that person to buy dual readout tools, do it. If you are going to achieve
something with it, do it. Don't be concerned that, "I wonder if I am going to ruin the
psyche of this little child when ten years from now they are still ‘going to be using that
inch ruler as a crutch and not be reading the metric scale on it." I don't really think it
is that serious. If you wish to work in straight metrics, purchase appropriate tools.

The last point is that with these particular kinds of skills and knowledge forming
activities we try to make sure that students have a basic knowledge of the units which are
used, metric units used in that particular program. We also want them to have an under—
standing and appreciation and a certain amount of skill in the measuring instruments, the
tools, the machines that are used in that program. In the metal working program, these are:
the machinist’s rule, 150 mm rule, generally; vernier:; micrometer; lathes--we have an all-
metric lathe and we have converted a milling machine with special dials. We want studenats
to understand the ovperation of each of these and actually practice with them by doing some
things. We have scme simple exercises in one program. In another program it is actually
building a metric product in wood. We want them, furthermore, to understand the elements
of product and engineering standards which I mentioned to you just briefly. That is very
important to them. So these three components are reflected in every technical activity for
a particular area.

I was very impressed and very pleased to get the report of Dr. Chalupski's project
dealing with inservice education in Australia and England. I hope he talks briefly ahout
the recommendations he makes in the back of the manual which relate to what are some of the
concerns that Americans should have as they embark upon inservice and preservice educational
programs. We can learn something from the Australians and from the English who are going
through this. It is important that we all recognize that there is no one way of achieving
preservice programming. There are so many ways of having this come about. I am asking
(1) that you look to that first statement [ made, and that is to try to treat these as
normal business expenses and activities insofar as possible, and (2) that you vury early
get into a planning session, get some kind of strategy or planning group organized at your
institution. We at Western Michigan University have planned for it; when the crunch comes,
we are ready. We have looked at options; we have even tried some things out. These are
the hallmarks of successful preservice metric programs.

53

63



A, Drafting

The purpose of this educational experience is to assure performance
of the following tasks by drafting students.

1. Given a metric drawing, they will be able to:

a. Identify and record metric linear dimensions in
millimeters utilizing standard dimensioning practices.

b. Define and identify the characteristics of the following
metric measurement units as they apply to drafting:

. km = kilometer
. m = meter

. mm = millimeter
. um = micrometer

W

! c. Convert metric dimensions to inch dimensions using the
conversion table found on a drawing.

2. Given a list of dimensions identified by inch or millimeter
symbols, they will identify the unit of measurement and:

a. Convert inches to millimeters (multiply inch dimension by
25.4) and round to the proper number of decimal places in
the dimension figure for equivalent accuracy.

b. Convert millimeters to inches (divide millimeter dimension
by 25.4 or multiply by 0.03937) and indicate the proper
number of decimal places for equivalent tolerance.

c. Convert inches to millimeters or millimeters to inches to
appropriate decimal specifications by reading from a -
conversion table. '

3. Given a list of standard abbreviations and symbols, they will
be able to define and explain the application of each.

4. Given proper tools and a workpiece, they will display the skills
required to:

a. -Measure identified parts with a metric rule to an accuracy
of 0.5 mm.

b. Measure identified parts with a metric micrometer to an
accuracy of (.02 mm.

Figure 2
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CONSTRUCTTING METRIC EDUCATION WORKSHOPS -~ A MODEL

Phillip T. Larsen
Center for Metric Education and Studies
Western Michigan University
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001

During the past two ydars, requests for inservice workshops in metric education have
increased at a rapid rate. This seems to indicate a growing awareness and need for training
in metric education on all levels. However, many of the school personnel making these
requests lack adequate background in the area of metrics to know what kind of training is
needed for their staffs. Recently a local school superintendent called to fequest a work=-
shop in metrics. After raising several questions about his staff and the type of workshop
he wanted, he interrupted me saying, "Don't make this so complicated. All I want is a stan-
dard presentation in metrics." A short time later I found out that the school district was
trying to fill-in a time slot on an inservice day and the superintendent, who recently
attended a conference, had heard the charge for schools to prepare for the conversion to the
metric system. This experience along with several others pointed out the need for a plan to
help school administrators formulate a structure for metric education inservite workshops.

If the colleges and universities are to be of service to the schools in providing metric
education, then the needs of each school and/or school district should be determined. What
is needed, is a set of guidelines that will enable those responsible for constructing metric
workshops to plan according to the specific needs of the schools. One way to achieve this
end is to rafse certain questions about the background and goals of both the schools and the
community. When a request for a metric presentation or workshop is made by a school dis-
trict, an attempt should be made to obtain as much background information, by the workshop
planners, as possible. A form used with the school personnel requesting a metric workshop
is shown in Appendix A.

Why do you want a metric education workshop? Very often this question determines
whether the training staff should even consider any further involvement in the planning and
conducting of a workshop. Too often those requesting the training want their staffs to
become involved in metrics for the wrong reasons. To tell early elementary school teachers
that they will have to know all about SI metrics, practices, prefixes and units in order to
teach their children, is a wrong reason. The major emphasis for children of this age group
should be on the development of the concept of measurement with a focus on the development
of the child and how he learns.

Once the reason for conducting a metric workshop has been established and appears
worthy of support, then the objectives of the workshop should be listed. In other words,
what do the participants hope to get out of the workshop? These objectives can be identi-
fied by either the requesting school. or by the training staff but in any case these objec~
tives must be stated clearly and the entire workshop is then built on this foundation.

The type of workshop is usually dictated by the objectives. The three most common types
of workshops, Awareness, Orientation and Implementation, may have some similarities in
structure and content, but the overall goals of the three types of workshops are quite
different.

Planning a Metric Workshop

Although information may not be obtained from all of the questions on the Metric
Inservice Workshop form, an attempt is made to secure as much background data as possible
about the schools, students, teachers and community. Some background information has
proven helpful to the trainers for both planning and conducting the three types of

workshops.
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In order to plan an effective workshop, the following information concerning the
workshop participants is necessary: the function or type of participants, teachers, admin-
istrators or lInstructlonal speclallsts; the extent of background of the participants in
metrics; the number of participants erpected to attend; and the reasons or incentives for
the participants to attend the workshop.

Poor timing of a workshop may lead to built-in failure for the workshop. A five-hour
session after the school day, the day before Christmas vacation or an all gay Saturday
session for teachers may induce a high level of animosity into the workshop, thereby
resulting in failure for the workshop. Another possible built-in failure may result from
the administration requesting the workshop for the teachers. The administration of a city
school system recently requested an all day orientation workshop to be conducted on a
Saturday. Fifteen m!nutes into the workshop, it was quite obvious to the workshop training
staff that these teaci.ers had no interest in metrics, children, education or anything else
for that matter. They were openly hostile and more rebellious than the children who sit in
the classroom and defy you to teach them something. In talking to the assistant Superin-
tendent it was learned that the teachers had already attended a number of Saturday sessions
and that the administration was penalizing the staff for going out on strike earlier in the
year. In essence the teachers were compelled to attend and they were going to be trained
in metrics whether thev liked it or not.

Sometimes limitation or restrictions are imposed upon the structure of the workshop.
Often these limitations are uncontrollable and no one can be faulted for this. However,
these limitations can be dealt with in such a way as to minimize any adverse effects on the
outcome of the workshop. The location, types of Facilities and length of the workshop are
examples of these. The size, structure and types of room to be used for the workshop may
make the difference between success and failure. Activities may require flat tables, sinks,
electrical outlets, chalkboards and/or projection screens. If none of these are available,
the variety of activities to be conducted in the workshop will be severely limited.

Most requests for metric workshops include a desire to have hands-on experiences. A
variety of visual aids and demonstration activities will also encourage a greater degree of
involvement on the part of the participants. For teacher workshops, too much talking or
lecturing seems to inhibit the progress of the workshop. As the structure of the workshop
develops, determination of the content to be covered must be made. Some of the content
areas that are included in many of the metric workshops are: the status of metrics; SI
metrics: the concept of measurement; specific measurement concepts sucht ' mass, weight,
length, volume, and temperature.

The type of collected data discussed in the foregoing is useful in pldanning any of the
three general types of metric workshops. An example of coliected data for each of the
three types of workshops is shown in Appendix B.

Orientation and Implementation Workshops

In an Orientation or Implementation Workshop participants begin thinking about how

metrics will affect the school's curriculum, classroom structure and teaching methodology.
Therefore information about the curriculum programs, textbooks and classroom activities will
enable the workshop planners to develop a structure that will integrate a metric education
program into the existing curriculum. As much as possible the workshop design should employ
teaching strategies consistent with the philosophy of the school district's curriculum.
This will not only facilitate integration of the metric program into the curriculum but in
most cases reduce the anxiety of many teachers who feel they will be forced to add another
program to an already overburdened curriculum. Teachers are also apprehensive about having
to change their teaching styles or entire curriculum to reflect a dominance of the metric

system.

An implementation workshop requires more extensive planning than other types of work-
shops. Information concerning the background of the teachers will increase the chances of
the metric education program being implemented into the classroom. First, community and
student data is needed by the workshop planning staff to insure an integration of metrics
into the curriculum in order to achieve the goals and objectives of the school. A second
very important reason for collecting this background information is to utilize some of the
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natural resources and talents available locally. Traditionally most areas of education
have overlooked the resources closest to them.

What kind of structure should the metrie curriculum have? Should it be an add-on?
Should it be integrated into the existing program? Should this be a unit in the mathe-
matics program? These questions must be answered by the school's personnel, usually in
conjunction with the workshop staff. The needs of the school district are the next major
consideration in determining whether the school will adopt a commercially prepared metric
program, a portion of one, or construct both the materials and program in metrics. Unfor-
tunately much of the materials and Programs available in metricy leave something to be
desired; consequently, many school districts are developing their own metric programs.

The background of students, teachers and community have now been compiled. Parameters
for the workshop have been established and the basic structure decided. What is now needed
is a plan for implementation into the classroom. This plan is determined by whether the
workshop function is to train trainers of teachers in metrics or to prepare teachers to
teach metrics in their classrooms. Although there is some overlap in the training of the
two groups, the major emphasis for each group is somewhat different, Appendix C and
Appendix D provide examples of some possible characteristics and activities of each of
the two types of workshnps.

The workshop for teachers should provide them with an opportunity to engage in a
variety o6f hands-on activities, Many of these activities should be the same as those
used with the children in the classroom. Practice in developing metric units including
the writing of course and lesson objectives, lesson plans, and methods of evaluating stu-
dent progress can reduce the anxiety exhibited by many teachers who are being exposed to
metrics for the first time., The identification of the measurements concepts and metric
units to be taught in conjunction with certain areas of the curriculum, and at specific
grade levels, is an essential activity in a teacher workshop. By the conclusion of this
workshop each -teacher should have developed a unit that could soon be implemented into
his or her classroom. Also the teachers will have accumulated a number of ideas, materials,
activities and listings of available resources for direct use in the classroom or for
development of other metric units,

The workshop for trainers should include most of the teacher workshop activities as
well as training in: how to conduct a workshop; SI metrics; the rationale for going
metric; methods for evaluating metric materials; construction of metric activities; and
techniques for evaluating the usefulness and effectiveness of the classroom metric

activities.

There appear to be certain elements that are common to successful workshops. Hands-on
activities, discussions of the relationship of the experiences to child development, demon-
stration of various teaching strategies and an emphasis on the development of the concepts
of measurement are several of the more pertinent common elements of successful metric

workshops.

When planning any of the three types of workshop it is worthwhile to determine what
kinds of follow-up will be needed. If possible, long-range plans siould be established
to insure continuity and efficiency in developing a comprehensive training program in
metrics that will facilitate the implementation of the metric program into the school's
curriculum., Sometimes teachers have had a bad experience in a metric workshop or training
program and this would tend to inhibit implementation to a greater degree than no prior
training. 1If a metric workshop is worth doing, then it is worth doing well.
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APPENDIX A

Date Raceived Date of Activity
Contact Person Agency
Telephone Address
Addfess
Time Level
Type of Activity Arca
Staff

METRIC INSERVICE WORKSHOP

Reason for Workshop:

Objectives of Workshop:

Type of Workshop: Awareness-Orientation-Implementation-

What Group of Participants? Teachers-Administrators-Sec Sci Tecach-Sec Math Teach- El Instru
Spec.-Mid Sch Teach-

Number of Participants:

Length of Workshop:

Participant Incentives: Inservice Day-College Credit-Paid Rate-Union Supported- Cred $al
Guide~ :

Time of Workshop: Day, Day and Hours

Request Initiated by: Teachers-Administration-Union-

Workshop Structure: Activities-Hands on Experiences—Discussion—Talk—Film—Filmscfips—
Transparencies- :

Content Emphasis: Awareness-Status Metrics-Concept Measurement-SI Metrics-Mass-Weight-
Length-Volume-Temperature-SI Practices—-Adv Physics Concepts-—

Location and Facilities: Desks~Flat Tables-Water
Outlets-Electrical Outlets-Projection Screen-Moveable Chairs-Chalkboard-

Status of Participants: No Metrics—-Aware Metrics-Some Train Metrics-Teach Metrics-Update
Metrics-

Textbooks or Curriculum Programs:

Educational Philosophy: Tradicional—oben Classroom-Demonstration-Inquiry-Discovery-Lecture-
Problem Solving-

Background of Students Teachers Community:

Structure of Metric Curriculum: Ké-K12-Add On-Integrated-Shot Gun-Construct-
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Plan for Implementation: TRAINERS ~ TEACHERS

Long-Range Plans: Orientation-Implementation-Middle School-High School-Entire District-
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APPENDIX B

Examples of Inservice Workshops in Metric:

KZASON FLR WORKSINE
T ouszcrives or vonsior
T, .TvrE oF wouxswor
ontETATI

AVARES IMPLEMENTATION
that Creap of Participents? Adainistretors Secondary School Elementary School
Sctlenca Teather TCscheta
IArber of Participants? 25 &0 65
Langth of terkshop? ’ 1Y hours 1 dsy 5, - 6 hour deys

Incentive for Parsicinants? “nzervite Day $4 per hour for 2 credit hours Stats

attendance University
Time of torkshop? Hon, Feb 8 Sat, June 1& Mon-Fri, July 13-18

9:00am-3:00p00

$:00ax~10:30an 8:00an—4:00pa

Teachers
Handa-on Activities,
Files and Filastripa

Teachers

roquast Initiated by?
thrksacp Stouctuwre?

Adbinistrstien

lostly lisnds-on Activities
Filestrips and Transparenelea

Hands-on Activities
Transpatencies

Centent Drphasis? Status of Metrics, Hzss, welght, volure, Length, mass, volume, concept of
measurenent and related Sl metrice

Wationally, density
In the Schools and Tezperature and Yorces
Coczunity

Yest Side Elezentary, School,
Clascrooa desks, & flat tables
and projection screec

Central High Scheel,
tavlesa chaira and
projettion screen

Adstnistration Build-
ing, tabler chairs
and projection screen

Location and Facilitios?

Most participants attended an
awareness workshop in metricas
last March

Have knouledge of metrics,
use in lab and solving
tonversion problens

Litele Backgroend in
metrics

Status of the Participants?

Texthocks or Qurriculuc

Progroars in School? Roughton-M1ff11n Reading Pro-

in all sreas except Science- grazs SCIS Sclence Progrea and
BSCS, Chem Study aco psoject & new activity oriented soclal
physicas. lntroduciory course Studics progras are used. The
1o cslculus ia the higheat elementary prosrams ars moatly
wath course activity oriented.

Traditional Type Textbooks

Discovery atraxn¥ woat prevalant .
in the elesenti.7 achool. Child-
centered and process orianted
approach.

Inquiry stretegles and
problem solving wmethods
used in aclencis

Rhcational Philosophy?
Teaching Strategles?

Students are of average sbilicy,
interested {n outdoor sctivities and
science. Teachérs are cooperative and
work in joint projects. Surburbaa
comzmunity with light induatry and local
businessea. Ver¥ supportive of schoola.
Parents do volunteer work in scheols.

Backgronnd of Stidents?
Teacners? Comunaty?

Structure of letric
Qurriculum?

Teachers would like to conatruct their
ovp curriculum K-6. The metrics oust
be integrated inte all areas of the
elewentary achool curriculus.

Plan for Irplarentation TRADERS - TEAQERS

Into The Classroam?
Relate the objectives of the workshop write course oblectivea in metrice

Provide the rationale tor going oetric  Select activities for epecific grade levals
Cozpsre customary unite vith Metric ldentity acrivities that are rvlated

units te specific disciplines
Identify Preferred units of Length, List needs, interests and abilities of

Mass Volume and Teopersture in metrice students
“hov technique for evslusting metric Develop 8 metric unit that integrates

materials eetrice into all aress of the curriculum
Construct some metric activitiea Construct brief daily lesesa plane 1in metric
Iotegrate metrics into the curriculum Cite mcthed for evaluating erudent progreass.
Farticipate in hands-on activitiee
Show tveluation techniques
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An oraentaticn workercp for

Teams 0of 5 trachrrs from cach

Thait summer a verksiop W train the

Iong-Range Plons teachers an 5 projest acheols hgh school will be traimd in a Junior hich schorl treachers has boen
has been plarned for the fall ook workshrp by the trachors  planed. This #4111 be a one—weak work-
tomm.  Then aa m):mugm who purticipated 1n Yy Orien~ loast ono
warkshop the $n1lowily) summer. tation sesficn. The 5 teacdwrs toectn s in cach ‘or each

will teprosent different disca- juniar high scteet sistrict.
- plines in the high school,
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APPENDIX C

TEACHERS - METRIC WORKSHOP

Rationale for Teaching Metrics

Common Metric Units

Concept of Measurement

Mass, Length, Volume and Temperature
Lesson and Course Objectives

Hands-on Activities

Selection of Metric Materials and Activities
Constructing Metric Lessons

IncagracingA Metrics into the Curriculum
How to Use Community Resources

Evaluating Student Progress

Metrics in Various Disciplines

Needs, Interests an? Abilities of Students
Metric Awﬁreness Activities

Experiences O:tside of the Classroom

Mini-metric Lessons in the Home
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APPENDIX D

TRAINERS - METRIC WORKSHOP

" How to Conduct a Workshop

State Objectives of Workshop
Provide Rationale for Going Metric
Comparison ~ Metric vs. Customary
Overview of SI Metrics

Preferred Units

Metric Practices

Concept of Measurement

Techniques of Evaluation

Constructing Metric Activities

Hands-on Activities

Development of the Child

Evaluating Metric Materials

Pacing in Workshop

Structures of Workshop

Integrating Metrics into the Curriculum
Community Resources

Teaching Strategies

Status of Metrics
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'METRIC FOR THE BLIND

Andre Nadash
U.S. Metric Association, Hid-Atlantic Region
6123 63rd Avehue, Box 356
Riverdale, Maryland 20840

It was a hundred years ago, on May 20, 1975, that the Metric Treaty was signed by 17
nations. I am fortunate that I belong to two of these nations. I was born and raised in
Hungary, which became metric immediately; and now I am an American, and we are the only one
left of the co-signers and practically the last in the world to go metric; but I am glad to
state that the rest of the metric or metric~going countries accept us as a metric-going
country. The only non-metric countries are Brunei, Burma, Liberia and Yemen, with a total
population of about 35 million.

It is estimated that there are about 400 million handicapped people on this earth,
which is about twice the population of U.S.A. Naturally, this includes every type of handi-
capped. Here in the States we have about 1.3 million visually handicapped people, including
about 140,000 visually limited school children. Of the 1.3 million, about 500,000 are so-
called legally blind, of which only 50,000 read Braille. The reason for this is that a
majority of the blind people become blind with old age and, therefore, they are not able to
learn the Braille. A part of these people can read large print and a larger part live with
the so-called talking books, which is actually a record or tape recorder. 1In the Federal
and State govermments there are about 3,600 blind people employed as operators of.the
vending stands.

We are here today to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Metric Treaty but I'd like
to bring your attention to another anniversary. 1975 is for millions of people in the world
the Braille year. It was 150 years ago that Louis Braille invented the writing for the
blind which bears his name. Louis Braille was born in 1809, as the son of a tinsmith and
became blind by an accidznt at the age of three. He was 16 years old when he invented his
alphabet, six raised points or dots and various combinations of these. Visualize his will-
power at that time to overcome his handicap that as a young man he even played the organ in*
a Paris church. He died in 1852 at the age of 43, but in his short life he created good for
millions of people and his name will never be forgotten.

And what a coincidence! Louis Braille was not only a Frenchman but who lived at the
time when the metric system, which was developed by the French, was of ficially accepted by
Napoleon and other European countries: Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, Monaco, and Spain;
and also countries from other continents: Algeria, Colombia and Cuba.

After this tribute to Louis Braille, let's see what is metric in Braille. It is
natural that seeing people don’t know the Braille alphabet; therefore, I'll start by giving
the Braille alphabet. It is not to teach Braille but only for a better understanding. The
basic of the Braille is built, as mentioned before, on six dots in different variations
called the Braille cell. The size of the Braille Cell is about 7x5 mm. The six dots of the
cell are numbered vertically 1, 2, 3 and second column 4, 5, 6 and looks as follows:

1s -4
20 45
3 6



The alphabet is:

a b C d e £ e h i i
o e . LI ® o o . * o L o . . o . e
. e ® o . . . [ ] . @ e . 5 e o o 8 . [ I ]

k 1 m n o P qQ by s t
® . e . ® 0 ¢ o o . ® v ® e o o . ® LI ]
. . L3 . . v @ . . . . s e o o e - o o

-8 4 ® . [ ] . [ ] » ® [ ] ) [ ] . [ . [ ] . L] .

u \'2 \ X v 2
® o [ ] . . * [ ] [] e o ® .

LI * . e o . L L
o @ ® o . [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] L ] o o

It is interesting to note that some of the dots or combinations are not included in the
alphabet but used as abbreviations or special symbols; such as dot 6, 34 5 6, 256 o0or 2.
The reason is simple but it takes the mind of a genius like Braille to work it out.

Dot 6 is the capital sigﬁ Dots 5 6 are the letter sign
- ' -
. @ LI

Dots 3 4 5 6 are the number sign Dots 3 4 are the slant - it means per
. . @
- . Do
o e ® .

Dots 2 5 6 are the period Dots 2 5 + p s percent (%}
. e s s+ @ @
* o e O o o
. @ e o @ .

Dot 2 is the comma

If we come back to the first ten ietters of the alphabet, a to j, and we apply the
number sign before these letters then they become number 1 to 0:

P .

1 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 0
c 0o 0 ro @ - NN ceoeoe o0 ceo o0 ceoe® reo 0 o co o LK B ]
. ® .. c0 @ . «® o . e® .0 O c® @ co0 @ 000 c® 0. s 0@
e .. *oe .. o® o ® 0 o LN . oe « v ® 9, - 00 o o e® . . een

When we use the capital sign, dot 6, before a letter, it becomes capitalized, as you
will note later (ampere, volt, watt, etc.)

Naturally, there are many Braille rules and I will mention only a few. All rules are
approved by the so-called Braille authority. The Braille metric symbols must be the same
everywhere--but for certain reasons not exactly the same as the SI metric symbols. For
instance, in English m cannot be used as such for the symbol of the meter. In fact, in
different metric sentences it has to be used in different ways.

For example, 'The length of this room is 5 m." or "The symbol of the meter is m." One
of the basic differences in Braille is that the metric symbol precedes the figure—-the same
as our normal way of pricing by putting the dollar sign before the amount. Therefore, in
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Braille we will not say 5 m‘but m 5. If we talk about length or other measurements and we
write the symbol and follow it with the figure, then we do not use the letter sign before
the m, as it is natural in this case that the m or kg, etc. stands as a measurement symbol,
but we have to use the number sign before the figure. The length of this room is ‘m, number
sign 3 4 5 6, and the figure 5. But, if we say the symbol of the meter is m, then the m
has to be preceded with the letter sign of 5 6, as no figure appears after the m.

From the above two sentences you see two different usages of the m as the symbol of the
meter. In one case without a letter sign before-it but followed with a number sign and a
number. In the other case with a letter sign before the m. You'll ask why don't we form
the second sentence the same as the first. The reason is very simple. The m was "sold out"
for another purpose much earlier than the Braille metric process began. The m alone stands
for "more” and is a world-wide Braille abbreviation which naturally cannot be changed.

Any figure we write in Braille has to be preceded with the sign for which the figure
stands, for instance the m, 1, kg, etc. In other words, and this is very important, in
Braille the symbol comes first every time.

The length of this room is § m.

in Braille m 5 (m + number sign + 5)
L N - 9 @ -
.. e w
. - o o - -

The symbol of the meter is m.

in Braille (letter sign + m)

Exponents like in m” or m? cannot be written in Braille. Either we write it out or we
use sq m for square meter or cu m for cubic meter, etc. For temperature we either write out
degree Celsius or dgC, which is accepted in Braille.

Braille has the same spacing between each word as regular writing but there is no space
between sign and figure.

Thenfollowing are Braille writings of different metric symbols:

kilogram (kg) gram (g) milligram (mg) liter (1)
® 90 DN BN ] o000 . v @0
LR : 008 - .00 co e
® o 0. * 8 . o ® * o o - 99 .
millilizer (al] meter {m) millimeter (mm) centimeter (cm)
o Re . DR X LI I ) [ R X1
PRI SN ¢ ® .. “ e e . e s
,.1’. .« 9@ o ® .9 . . . @ .
kilometer {km) kilometer per hour (km/h) degree Celsius (OC)
e - 900 ® - 920,00 . o 0o0¢ .« .00
PP P X «c 909 ¢ . o
® -0 - M e ® .0 . L. . e ¢ s e o ® 4 .
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Two or more letters do not get a lerter sign (ml, mm, cm) unless they can be confuswi
with a Braille abbreviation.

ampere (A) oo ‘ ) volt (V) L
. . [ o9
watt (W) - kilowatt (ki) o . -
’ PY . . . ] ’ ']
joule (J) ve e megajoule (MJ) - .+ e® ..
. o0 .. e - [N ]
hertz (Hz) Tt kilohertz (kHz) ®* .- eo. .
- . . e .o . e [ O
L [ ] [ ] [ ] . o0
candela (cd) ee e megahertz (Miz) -+ o°® .. @a: e.
- @ . .« P [ ] T )
T [ ] ) [ ] * . LN ]
hectare (ha) oL . metric ton (t) o« L.
.o o o
megavolt (MV) T ve ® gigajoule (GJ) vt e e8¢
. o [ 2 ) : LI . L] : ; ot ? T
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METRIC IN SPORTS AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Fred Burgee
Frederick High School
Frederick, Maryland 21701

As a physical education teacher, I am particularly pleased to be here and to share for
a few minutes with you a learning experience that the Physical Education Department of the
Frederick High School has conducted earlier this year. More important, though, I hope that
we all realize the potential physical education activities have in providing students with
an opportunity to experience metric measurements in the areas of recreation, physical edu~
cation and athletics.

During the spring of 1974, one of the mathematics teachers at Frederick High School,
Mr. Clyde Baker, attended a conference on metric. On his return, Mr. Baker made a presen-
tation to the faculty at Frederick High School. He made certain comparisons to the vard
and the meter; he explained the status of the metric movement; and, more importantly, he
challenged each of us to use metric in our classes. I am probably the only person on the
program today that has never attended a metric conference before and I must take a little
pride in that, I guess. My previous experiences with metric have been, first, watching the
Olympic games on TV, as most of us have done. The Olympic games use the metric system
exclusively. My second experience was advising some of the members of my wrestling team (I
coach wrestling) when they attend post—season wrestling tournaments where metric weight
classes are used rather than the customary weight classes used by high schools. My third
experience with metric has been that, as a swimming instructor I tell my students that the
American Red Cross recommends when you are diving from a one meter board, you should be
diving into 12 feet of water. And it is recommended that when vou are diving from a three
meter board, you should be diving into 14 feet of water. There are surely some cross
references here.

Following Mr. Baker's presentation, the Physical Education Department of Frederick
High decided in the. fall of 1974 to conduct a little experiment in metric to try to get
the reactions of the students to listening to the results of athletics contests in terms
of metric, and to familiarize them some with metric measures. We chose two groups to
participate in this little experiment. One--a group of girls; one--a group of boys. Both
groups were in grades 10 through 12. The girls participated in two parts of the national
physical fitness test. This was a soft ball throw and the standing broad jump. These
tests were conducted by Ms. RaeAnn Rippeon who is a female physical education teacher at
our school. For my area, I selected the punt, pass and kick competition which, of course,
is football.

Our intentions in this experience were mot to get the students involved in trying to
convert metric measures we were going to give them to feet and inches. The only conver-
sions that were done in this experiment were done by myself-—-in an attempt to change the
existing feet and inches measurements for the soft ball throw, the standing broad jump,
punt, pass and kick into the metric system so the students would have something by which

.to compare. I must give some recognition to Mr. John Maurey, who is an employee of the

National Bureau of Standards. He helped me in my conversions and made my job doing this
much easier. The only instrument For measurs was a 300 foot measuring tape that had metric
readings on the bottom side of it. Maybe for this metric conference, I should say the
metric readings were on rep side of it and the feet and inches were on the bottom side.

Prior to conduct.. ; zhe ev.nts I met with my group of men. I pointed out to them that
the Olympics games wer. all conducted in metric. I told them that metric was a thing of
the future and now was the time for us to get the jump on it--a head start onm it. Most of
the response and discussion that followed were negative. They weren't really sure why we
wanted to do this; how this would benefit them, etc., but all the students did agree to the
project and were very willing to help me.

Usually we conduct the punt, pass and kick competition on a football field. But th:s
would somewhat defeat my purposes because football fields are marked off in vards. I moved
the tournament to an open field that had no markings om it. It took me awhile to explain
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this to my students also. I schooled my student aideb briefly on reading the metric system
or reading the meters. They had a little diffdculty at first in their readings. When I
would throw the football, I was getting things like 58.5 yards and it took awhile for them
to get the right idea with my corrections, but eventually it came. As we say in physical
education, the human mind and body will quickly adapt to new situations and I found this
true with my student aides. Not only this but the other students became fascinated with my
being able to read using the new system and they all wanted to become involved, and I let
them do it as they wished.

If we must measure the results of our many experiments, I would say that what we did
was successful. I found that small groups of students during the competition were
gathering in the locker room waiting for the dismissal bell to ring and they were dis-
cussing the results of their throws and kicks in terms of metric. I approached the groups
whenever I heard them doing this. I complimented them on their rapid adjustment to the new
terminology and with one exception I was very pleased with the way they had picked it up.
One young man, who had thrown the football exceptionally well on a particular day, was
standing and I approached him and said, "Gee, that was a great throw you made today!"
Today it went 58.7 meters, and he said, "Coach, (he sort of put his head down) 58.7 meters
isn't too good when you consider that last year I threw it 60 yards." So it is obvious
that from this statement we in physical education are a long way off.

" We have some work to do but I do feel that the Physical Education Department of
Frederick High School has surely gotten our feet wet. There is much more to be done and
next year the Physical Education Department will yse metric meas.res for our physical fit-
ness testing, for our cross country unit, for our punt, pass and kick competition, and
especially our track and field. Our physical education team has picked as its special pro-
ject to mark our 440 yard track so that we can have starting points to run such,events as
the 1500 meters, the 400 meters, 100 meters, 60 meters, etc. I say that we are going to
put these markings on our track temporarily because the varsity people have yet to accept
metric as we physical e¢ducators have. I am sure though that in the very near future the
varsity sports, particularly track, will be accepting the metric system and that tracks
will be built and will be measured using the metric measurements. I feel that the metric
experience in physical education will definitely complement the teaching that is done in
the other areas. I thank you very much.
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METRICATION AND STATE DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION

Audrey V. Buffington
State Department of Education
- P.0. Box 8717, BWI Airport
Baltimore, Maryland 21240

It's time to "Go Metric," especially in education. This view is obviously shared by the
educational agencies of all 50 states since some commitment, formal or informal, has been
made by each of them. Through the cooperation of many persons and organizations the
conversion to the metric system can be smooth and painless.

In Maryland, the State Board of Education exhibited leadership and foresight by passing
a Resolution in August 1973 resolving that we must be metric "in all phases of public educa-
tion not later than 1980." A State Metric Committee with representation from many sectors of
society formulated a comprehensive plan which was accepted by the State Board of Education
in October 1974. The State Committee felt very strongly that education should move in concert

- with public awareness and need. To move too fast could cause confusion and resistance; to

move too slowly could cause anxiety and delay. Therefore, an annual review of the State
Metric Plan will be made to evaluate progress and to recommend changes necessitated by
national plans for and rate of metrication,

Consideration irn a state plan for metrication of public education must be given to
(1) timing, (2) education, and (3) support. Even then, there will be problems that have no
easy and immediate solution.

Timing

The time allowed in your state for conversion to The International System of Units (SI)
as interpreted for the United States by the National Bureau of Standards, previously and
hereafter referred to as the metric system, must be divided into three periods. One period
must provide for awareness, one for general training, and one for specific training.

During the awareness period, programs using a soft, low-key approach must be provided to
overcome fears, reluctance to change, and negative attitudes expressed by professionals in
the school system and others in the community. The fears and reluctance may result from
inadequate and/or false information and no doubt are closely tied to the reported costs of
conversion. The lack of knowledge of SI, its advantages to education and the economy, its
Present and future applications, and the misunderstanding of our one main reason for going
metric are additional causes. Often, the negative attitudes are a result of school-day
memories where instruction in the metric system was dull and tedious as a result of emphasis
Oon conversion activities between the Customary system and the metric system. The assignments
were difficult and boring due to -the involved calculations and the need for memorization of
many facts—-units of the customary system, unrelated and arbitrarily selected; units of the
metric system, interrelated and consistent; factors, numerous and "multidigited," that are
needed to convert from units in one system to comparable units in the other.

The concerns can be overcome as their causes are challenged and explained in programs
provided to meet the needs of the many specific audiences being addressed.

The general training would provide the information needed in everyday life. It would
involve instruction in metric units of length, area, volume, mass, and temperature that
every person should know. It could also provide instruction in units of time, our monetary
system, and our numeration system, none of whick will change. Present and future applications
of the metric units will play an important part in developing understanding.

Specific training will be provided to persons who need it at the time when it is needed.
Business and industry fully support this idea and are focusing on it in their metrication
activities. In education the specific training needed by persons in the vocation and technical
fields will vary greatly from that needed by those in the scientific field, ... To require
all in education to take the same comprehensive course would be costly in terms of money,
time, and energy and few benefits would be derived.
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Support

Metrication activities in education are widely accepted when support and encouragement
are given by the State and Local Boards of Education, by school administrators at the local
and school level, by institutions of higher education, by educational organizations, by

parents and by mass media.

In Maryland, we are very fortunate in respect to support. The State Board of Education,
as previously mentioned, initiated metrication through the passage of a resolution. Local
boards of education, at least all but one, have given full support to the provision of
inservice activities for employees at all levels, usually with concentration on the training
of teachers.

Administrators have cooperated by attending and/or making provisions for others on their
staff to attend workshops for curriculum development and revision and workshops in content
and teaching techniques. Many have cooperated in and/or conducted extensive awareness
programs. '"Metric weeks' have been occurring in many individual schools through the efforts
of teachers and the encouragement of the administration.

Some programs have already been provided for parent groups at their request. The support

-of many parents will be solicited and, hopefully, received through communications with them

via meetings, newsletters, programs, school visitations, ... It is imperative that they be
involved rrom the beginning to avoid the "backlash'" which resulted from the introduction of
'mew math" into the curriculum without their knowledge or understanding.

i

In Maryland, we have also been fortunate in that many state and local activities have
received television and/or newspaper coverage. Much more use of mass media needs to be made,

however.

There is no doubt that institutions of higher education will lend their support in the
provision of preservice and inservice programs for teachers. Close cooperation, however,
needs to be maintained to assure that these programs provide the information and techniques

that are being required of Maryland public school teachers.

Education

There are three components in education that must be included in metrication plans--
personnel, curriculum, and materials.

Persons involved in education at all levels and in all capacities must receive information
related to the awareness phase at the earliest possible moment. General training must then
begin according to a comprehensive plan to assure thoroughness, timeliness, and completeness.

Those persons involved in teaching the metric system at the primary and intermediate
levels and those involved in mathematics and science instruction at the secondary level may
need specific training first, with those in measurement-related fields, such as home
economics, machine shop, drafting, following a close second.

Whether such instruction is provided by local education agencies or institutions of
higher education, there must be several objectives that are accepted. Teachers must be
taught as they are expected to teach; they must be taught using the same totally-metric,
activity-oriented approach that they are expected to use with students.

Videotapes of the workshop I conducted repeatedly for many educators in Maryland have
been given to 2ach local education agency. These can be used for inservice by local education
agencies and/or individual schools. Similar programs may be provided in other states via

videotape of ITV.

In Maryland, the development and revision of curricula is the responsibility of each of
the 24 local education agencies. This needs to be done at the earliest possible time,
however, to insure a sequential development of the measurement strand K-12 and to assure that
skills in decimal and fractional notation and computation have been so sequenced as to
provide for the best possible programs. The teaching of measurement cannot be a one-shot
deal but must be a continuous program beginning with the primary grades where many activities
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are provided which will teach the concept of measurement with emphasis on vocabulary
development (long, short, longer, shortest, full, ...) and on the use of non-standard units.
4s the need for standard units is realized, formal instruction in the metric system can’
begin. This instruction will be extended in the intermediate grades. Presently in the
secondary schools, fundamental activities need to be planned for the many students who have
little or no knowledge of the metric system. The activities will be extended and/or revised
as the students enter the secondary school with a better and better understanding of measure-

ment.

Students in colleges and universities, persons in adult education programs, in continuing
education programs, and others will also need planned courses in the metric system. These
must be developed by interested and competent persons in charge of instruction in each of
these programs.

The selection of imeasurement materials to supplement those presently in use and/or those
available from science kits must be wisely made. Marny materials now on the market-either
are not consistent with already established objectives or are in error due to a lack of
research and/or expertise. Such materials could do more harm than good if used.

The Maryland State Department of Education is anxious and most willing to provide
assistance and advice related to any or all of the areas of concern-—-personnel, curriculum,

and materials.

As mentioned before, even with careful and prompt attention given to all of the above,
problems may still arise. One will undoubtedly be related to research, or lack of it, in
developing a revised scope and sequence based on required changes in the teaching of
fractions and decimals necessitated by the introduction of a base-10 measurement system.
Commercial textbook companies are urged to be involved in such research and to use the
results to produce materials that are appropriate and accurate.

Another problem may be the caliber of classroom instruction. Presently, motivation and
interest are high on the part of teachers and many are teaching the metric system; some,
unfortunately, without the benefit of recent training and carefully selected materials. It
is impossible to monitor every teaching situation to see that paper-pencil conversions are
not being taught, to see that only approved units nd symbols are being used, to see that
interesting activities are being provided, ... This problem, I hope, will be short-lived.

I was asked to share with you my ideas on introducing the metric system into state
departments of wducation and into mathematics. This I have donme. Hopefully, it was
sufficiently specific to be of value.

I was also asked to share experiences of recent conversion activities with you. To date,
I have provided workshops and/or sessions in the metric system for more than 1600 persons in
Maryland and for more than 1850 persons in 17 other states, including Alaska where I taught
a one-semester hour course for the Anchorage School District through the University of

Alaska.

Many, many persons come to the workshop with fear and trembling but, fortunately, with
a desire to learn. I asked only that each participant keep an open mind and be as actively
involved as time and space allowed. This approach has been successful with 99 percent of
the participants. I observed that the fears and anxieties were primarily related to questions
like "Why should the United States convert to the metric system?', "What are the advantages
of going metric?", "How will I learn the system so I can teach it?" Such questions can be
answered and the persons with whom I have worked seemed to be content with the answers I gave.

I have noted, too, that the teachers are really very task-oriented. They want something
more than fun and games; they want an honest, straight-forward approach to the teaching of the
metric system which includes content and techniques.

State departments of education have a valuable and important leadership role, lending
support and assistance to any school system that ueeds and/or requests it. This leadership

role should reflect the dedication, interest, and desire that exists to make metrication In
the field of public education efficient, effective, and enjoyable.
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METRICATION IN A LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCY
Thomas E. Rowan, Mathematics Supervisor
Montgomery County Public Schools
850 Hungerford Drive, Room 236
Rockville, Maryland 20850
INTRODUCTION

Montgomery County is a large suburban school system serving approximately 120,000
students in grades kindergarten through 12. There are approximately 145 elementary and
55 secondary schools in the county. Approximately 2200 elementary and 450 secondary
teachers teach mathematics in these schools. Administrative and supervisory services are
provided through a semi-decentralizes organization which includes a central office and six
area offices.

This picture of our county school system is provided only for the purpose of setting
the scene for the comments which are to follow. Many of the decisions we have made have
obviously been influenced by the nature of our school system.

As we considered the question of metrication for Montgomery County Schools, we first
looked at the question of timing. Should we move ahead without plans, or should we await
action by the Congress, or at least await action bv national curriculum leaders in mathe-
matics education? We decided that the schools should act now for two basic reasons. First,
schools have a responsibility to provide thoughtful leadership. They cannot sit back and
ride with the current. Secondly, the schools must educate students for the future, and the
future will be metric, whether or not Congress fulfills its responsibility for leadership.

We began our planning for metrication by first recognizing the need for consideration
of at least four main categories: community relations, curriculum, methods of teaching,
inservice, and instructional materials. We placed community relations at the top of our
list because we felt the metric impact upon the community would be an important factor and
because we felt community input would be very important in the development of curriculum,
especially at the secondary school level,

Community Relations

One of the first actions taken was the formation of a citizens' advisory committee.
This committee was proposed to, and approved by, our county board of education, which is
made up of elected citizens. The discussion of the need for the commit.tee, and the
eventual report of the committee to the board, served as vehicles to educate board members
on the need for metrication in the schools. The citizens' advisory committee included
parents, teachers, representatives of local businesses and industries, a representative of
the State roads department, a representative from higher education, and curriculum special-
ists from the school system. An unfortunate oversight was the failure to include elementary
or secondary school principals. Principals are the school-level instructional leaders in
Montgomery County, and should have been included.

The citizens' advisory committee met approximately monthly for a full year and then
reported to the Board of Education. A calendar for school metrication was proposed, along
with five recommendations regarding aspects of the change.

Suggested Calendar of Change - Montgomerv County Metric

10-12 Minimal Metric Training 1974-75
K-3 Metrication of Instruction 1975-76
4-6 Metrication of Instruction 1977-78
7-9 Metrication of Instruction 1979-80

The proposed calendar attempted to take into account the need for immediate action with
respect to students who would be graduating within the ensuing few years, and the desir-
ability of phasing into a continuous program which would move through the grades with the
younger children. We now know that, for a variety of reasons, we will not meet the recom-
mendation for metrication of K-3 instruction by 1975-76. We are now planning to meet that
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recommendation as a county by 1976-77, although many schools within the county will make the
original deadline. One of the problems which necessitated postponement was related to
inservice training of teachers. The other committee recommendations dealt with adult edu-
cation (correlate with- federal legislation - or perhaps school changes), cooperation with
county government agencies, consulting with non-county agencies, coordination with the

State Department of Education, .and planning in the area of career education.

Summary of Recommendations - Citizens' Advisorv Committee

1. Offer adult education programs - correlate these with federal .
legislation - work through PTA groups when possible.

2. Assist county government agencies to train other county employees
as needed.

3. Consult with public and private agencies in a consultative capacity
as need arises and time permits. ’

4. Coordinate with the Maryland State Department of Education and meei
1980 deadline.

5. Make career-related instruction metric as appropriatc %o the
particular career.

Curriculum

The category in which we have probably made our best progress is that of curriculum
development. One reason that I feel so good about our progress in this category is the
fact that we were (and are) in the final stages of revision of our program objectives.
This means that our metric changes -will be fully incorporated into a curriculum document
which will be printed and made available to schools in the fall of 1975. Thus the offi-
cial school mathematics program for grades K-8 will be fully metric beginning next school
year. Some of the main features of the objectives (see Table I) we have established

include:

1. Many early experiences with comparisons and non-standard units.
P p

2. First expectancy of performance with standard metric units in
grade two.

3. Introduction of decimal fractions early in grade four and use
of them in renaming metric units.

4. Postponement of adding and subtracting common fractions with
unlike denominators (until junior high).

5. Earlier introduction of computation with decimal fractionms.
6. Treatment of customary units ss a second measurement system.

Particular interest has been generated bv our decision to begin decimal fraction
computation in grade four and to postpone addition and subtraction of fiactioms with
unlike denominators until the junior high school level. We feel this is a logical sequence
for a metric curriculum. We could find no practical or mathematical reason to do the com-
plicated fractional algorithms as early as has been traditional. Our junior high school
teachers have generally reacted favorably, since they have always felt a need to do a great
deal of reteaching of this part of the program anyway. It may now be possible to approach
the task with techniques which are more akin to algebra for those ctudents for whom this
would be appropriate. Some people point out that we are now out of phase with texts. While
this is true, we are hopeful that text authors will move in the same direction soom. It
seems quite logical that they would. We are also forced to consider the fact that we in
Maryland have 2 state-wide accountability program which uses the Iowa Test of Basic Skills.
After a careful review of the test, we feel that'our fraction and decimal shifts will not
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COMMON DECIMAL METRIC
GRADE FRACTIQNS FRACTIONS MZASUREMENT

| S length
| ; Corapares :
K ‘ ( Equalizes | Weight
~Describes | capPacity
temperature
[
. inon-standard
1 tnits — length
meter {m)
) ceatimeter {cm)
2 ron-standard
units — weight
somparisons
with liter
1/2,1/3,1/4,1/70 kilometer {km)
writes and orders 125 cm=1m, 25 sm
3 2/3, 3/4, 3/10, 5/10, etc. gram (g)
meaning of numerator «ilogram {kg)
and denominator liter (1)
°C
3/2, 1 1/2 0.1, 0.001 1000 mm=1m
4 = = 1.33 2.68 ‘ =
1/3 = 2/6 = 3/9 + 271 + 509 125ecm=1.25m
9/12 = 3/4 6.81 sg. cm
..1.08 1000 mi =11
0.0001 .
perimeter
1/6 + 3/6 18.016
+ 315 . area
5 3/2 - 1/2 —_
9.053 6.813 volume
2/3 x 1/2 - 2.192 x_2.130
cm?, cm3
3/4 = 0.75
— metric ton
6 11/3x55/6 1.2[#.016
1000 mg=1g
3/4 + 5/6
7 _ extensions fantd
7/8 - 2/3 applizations applications
5/6 ~1/8
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career education staff is watching developments.in the various careers very closely. Our

physical education staff has done some local school projects using metric measurements and
plan to move with curriculum changes in the near future. Our driver education staff has
asked the mathematics division to review its materials so that initial changes may be made
in curriculum development sessions which are to be held this summer. Resource teachers and
department heads in industrial and home arts have participated in inservice uorkshops con-
ducted by the mathematics staff this year.

We have one elementary school which requested, and received, permission to become
totally metric in grades K-3 during the 1974-75 school year. This was done to evaluate
methods, materials, and student and community impact. The principal of that school,
Mrs. Kelly Guido, is also on the program of this conference.

Finally, we are in the process of developing a set of nine television lessons on the
metric system. These lessons are being produced mainly for use with juniors and seniors in
high school who are not enrolled in mathematics classes. They are designed to provide a
minima]l metric background to those students. The nine lessons are generally 8-10 minutes
in length and will be used Ly the schools on an independent basis.

All in all, Montgomery County Public Schools are moving toward metrication in a
reasonably organized and progressive manner. There are some areas in which we need to do
more planning and coordination. We are very anxious to have federal legislation so that
we will know with more certainty how and when metrication will proceed in the community.
We know this could save us money and improve our community relations, but we are not
waiting on it. We are moving ahzad with the program we feel is appropriate under existing
circumstances.
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REMARKS BY SENATOR CLAIBURNE PELL
at the
METRIC EDUCATION CONFERENCE

I am delighted at this opportunity to participate in this conference on metric
education. C

VA

As an advocate in the Senate of metric conversion for the past 14 years, I find this
conference more than encouraging. When I came to the Senate in 1961 and introduced my first
metric conversion legislation, a conference of educarors, businessmen, and government
officials interested in conversion to metric measurcments could have been amply housed in a
telephone booth about one meter square.

Today, the attitude toward metric conversion has changed dramatically in American
business, in education, and in government. Just two months ago I spoke at the First Annual
Conference of the American National Metric Counclil in Washington. That meeting was attended
by several hundred businessmen, including representatives of some of the largest corporations

in our country.

General Motors, Ford, Rockwell International, Sears Roebuck--these are among the
corporations that have already committed themselves to a program of conversion to metric
measurements.

And here today, we have a similar gathering of the education community.

The fact that these meetings are being held and are being ~ttended by leaders in the
fields of business and education conveys a message: The message is that we are past the
point of debating whether we chould convert in this nation to metric measurements.

Conversion to metric measurements, I believe, is well underway in the United States.
The -discussion now centers on how we can best manage the conversion to metric measurements
in business, in education, and in the everyday life of Americanms.

The extent of metric conversion activity--in business, in education, and in state and
local governments—~-is, I think, really remarkable in light of the fact that it is taking
place in the absence of a definitive national policy.

It is a tribute to the initiative, the foresight, and the energy of the prilvate sector
and of state and local governments, including educators, that so much is being done to
prepare for and to implement metric conversion.

At the same time, I believe there is almost universal ~apreement that metric conversion
would be more effective, and better managed, if the Feder-l . ument fulfilled its
responsibility to establish a clear national policy for our *. «m of weighte and measures.

There is a limit to what can be accomplished by the —ommendable conversion efforts cf
individual groups and corporations without a framework of national conversion policy aand
national conversion planning. We are rapidly approaching that limit, and for that reason I
think it iucreasingly important that national metric conversion legislation be enacted
during this Congress. -

It is because of my conviction that the Federal government has an essential role to
plav in helping to plan, coordinate, and facilitate conversion to metric measurements, tho¢
I have intrcduced again in this Congress S. 100--a bill with a nice round decimal numbe *-
a metrin conversion bill.

This bill is, I believe, the most compreliensive metric conversion legislation intrrduced
is rhe Ccogress. It calls for a mandatory, l0-year conversion, under a comprehensive plan to
be developed by a .fetric Conversion Board, subject to Congressional approval.

The bill also provides for some measure of government conversion assistance in the form
of an increas:d investment tax credit, SBA loans to small businesses, and 5BA grants to
individual craftsmen and workers to defray retnoling expenses. '
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{2(2;1 grankness, I myet say that T do not expett that the Uongress will approve this
1eg1511. o in the form in yhich it was introduced. I'was well aware, when I introduced
ghe b g;’ thac modificationg and compromise would be required to gain approval of the
conBTESS: By, I believed i, imporeant, at the outser, to place on the record the legisla-

gion I belie\'ed to be OPtimum.
h .
{aii;eal queStion thar confronts us in making a prognosis on metric conversion
1egiskind n {s not whet@er this Congress will approve metric conversion legislation, but
what Of netric legislayion this Congress will approve.

As 1 have stated, I believe compromises will have to be made to secure passage in this
coﬂgress ot metric conversigp legislation, At the same time, however, I do not believe we
ould retrg t one centimerer from the long-term objective--legislation rhar will assist in
che Con;irsion of our system of measurements to a predominantly metric system within a
reasona e pﬁriod of time, . )

IE ;s an ynderstatement to sav that the road to metric conversion in the United States
s no fen a smooth one, 1t was on March 3, 1817, that the United States Senate directed
SecreEHEX ot grate John Quincy Adams to undertake a studv of weights and measures. Tt was
n arly tive Years later, on rebruary 22, 1822, that Secretary Adams submitted his detailed
repofc_m 9°n resS. John Quincy Adams, on the basis of his detailed personal study, was an
enthustastic supPorter of the merric system.

But eve, Adams recognized the need for compromise and for a gradual approach to

the metric sysrepm, Accordingly, although his report brimmed with admiration o°
che mé ot Ysrems, he recompmended adoption of the existing English system in the
Unitedi“hates while the goyernment proceeded with consultation with other nations toward
es:abl Shmen, of @ uniform, jpternational system based on the metric system.

;3 he . : : :
As Sayq in his reporr to the Congress; speaking of the adoption of the metric system

"
Jut 0p§h§t it ishworthy of their acceptance is bglieved to be beyond question.
beyond zlon 1is s € queen of the’world; and the f}nnl prevalence of the system
of its he boundaries of France s power must await the time when the example
Benefits, long and pracrically enjoyed, shall acquire that ascendancy
OVEr the  sinion of other nations.” '

ohn Ad R . . - .
Jendancams of course, was correct in his vision. The metric system now has acquired
Bsca.or Y over the opinjon of other nations to the point where the United States is the
only MO Moy tetric nation of rhe world.

d, h - '
A“cémmife in the Unireq States, we are now ready, I believe, to make the national
policy Imegt O converr to a predominantly metric system.

We have regched this pojnt gradually, step by step.

uca . .

Ic:ic 1 that when I fi.cr came %0 the Senate 14 years ago, my objecrive in regard to
the m? cionsystemy was passape of conversion legislation. I was persuaded that conversion
le is,zntatiwas not immediately possible. As a first step, therefore, working with former
Repres . Ve ceorge P. Miljer of California, 1 introduced legislation providing for a
n.mprehensive dy of the d d: , ; ; 1
NomP isl stu advantages and disadvantages of conversion to metric. n 1968,
that 18 8tion was adopreq,

Under thg authority of tha: acr, the Narional Bureau of Standards produced 4n excellent
apg thorourh teport entitled "s Metric America." That report has had a profound impact in
“:celerathg Lhe mOVem . nyard metric conversion. The study had the effect of persuading
the Execuslve Eraﬁﬁh to advonate metric conversion as Administration policy, and the report
Rave ?ve;.one conf idence thay metric conversion in the United States is a matter of serious,
Dpactic? PoliQy consideratjqp, :

Iﬂgszs lést congress, we rook another step forward--and a very important step., As part
of the cheatlDﬂ avendments of 1974, [ proposed a metric educarion program to be administered
through Ofgice Of P . atjon in the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare.

78

o
o




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

That program was adopted by the Congress, and it includes this significant statement
of findings by the Congress:

"that the metric system will become the dominant system of weights and
measures in the United States."

The: bill also included this statement of policy, which I think is equally significant:

"It is the policy of the United States to encourage educational agencies-
and institutions to prepare students to use tiie metric system of measurement
with ease and facility as a part of the regular educational program.'

We authorized a modest sum--$10 million a year for three years--for grants to educational
institutions for metric education programs. The tudget for fiscal year 1976, now working
its way through the Congress, includes $2 million for the first year of the program.

The Congress, as you can see, has already established as national policy one vitally
important element in conversion to the metric system of measurements. It is a formal
objective of the United States to train students to use the metric system.

I think this is vitally important, because metric education is the bedrock upon which
any successful and effective conversion to metric measurements must be built.

It is inevitable, I believe, that tne children who today live in a nation of inches,
yards, and quarts will be living and working as adults in a nation and a world of centimeters,

meters, and liters.

One purpose of education is to prepare the children of today for the world of tomorrow.
1f that purpose is to be fulfilled, metric education is essential.

Another vital phase of metric conversion is adult and public education. Metric
conversion in the United States will be accomplished over a period of years, probably ten
years or less, judging from the experience of other nations that have undertaken national
conversion programs. Obviously, in such a conversion, programs to inform the public
generally and to retrain workers will be important.

You educators have an important role to play in conversion to metric measurements. To
a great extent it will be your job to teach to the American people a whole new language of

measurements.

The interest and enthusiasm you have shown by participating in this conference is an
indication that this is an educational challenge you are willing and able to meet.

10 be Jully successful, however, metric education must take place within the ‘ramework
of # comp.e¢nensive national program of metric conversici. For that reason I think it is
impor'..nt rhat effective metric legislatisn be enacted by the Ceangress.

Such legislation, I believe, should include the following provisions:

(1) A recognition of the reality of metric conversion that is already taking place in

“this nation.

(2) Establishment of a formal government policy of conversion to a predominantly metric
system of measurements within a reasonable but specified time period.

(3) Government leadership and participation in assisting industry, education, state and
local gevernments, and labor in planning and coordinating metric conversion.

I am optimistic that this 94th Congress will be the Congress that will formally adopt
such a policy.
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John Quincy Adams, in his 1822 report to the Congress, envisioned the day of a single,
worldwide system of measurements in which: ''one language of weights and measures will be
spoken from the equator to the poles, and which will furnish the links of sympathy between
the inhabitants of the most distant regions..."

When the United States finally begins its conversion to the metric system, that vision
will be on the way to fulfillment.
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SUCCESSFUL EXPERIENCES IN TEACHING METRICS IN HOME ECONOMICS

Clinita A. Ford
Florida A&M University
Tallahassee, Florida 32307

1. Philosophy

Education is not static. It is constantly on the move. One of the joys ¢f teaching is
that you are always learning new things or modifying that which you already know ot going
back to the way it was before you changed to the way it is--or you're taking the new and
making old applications--or even taking the old and making new applications. The latter is
about where we are today in the teaching of metrics in home economics. Metrics is an old
thing that has been around for years. It didn't just happen! We just had not bothered to
notice it in home economics except where we had to; for example in dietetics the measurements
are commonly in metric units.

Now we can see it just over the hill and coincidentally "on the hill," too, where it's
been stuck for a while. Even though metrics was legalized in the U.S.A. with the Metric
Act of 1866, it has never been mandatory. Unfortunately, now that new life is being breathed
into the olds, it has a frightening and terrorizing effect particularly on those who have not
routinely used metrics. Recognizing this as generally true for home economists, I planned an
inservice training workshop for home economics teachers in the state of Florida. The work-
shop, conducfed the summer of 1974, was conceived with the idea of dispelling fear and
developing receptiveness to metrics.

Since that beginning point with the intention of offering a two-week teacher training
workshop, we have found ourselves offering metrics every quarter as a regular university
course, open to all students. The positive spin offs, side effects, and multiplier effects
have far exceeded any expectation I had at the time of planning the initial workshop.

2. Objectives
It was expected, as a result of the workshop experience that the participants would:
1. Acquire general knowledge of basic metrics.
2. .Gain fundamental skills in the use of metrics.
3. Relate basic metrics to the teaching of home economics.

4. Acquire familiarity with authentic resources in metrics.

5. Recognize multi-approaches to metrics through utilization of interdisciplinary/
interdepartmental personnel.

6. Experience an involvement in translating metric iundamentals to the development of
instruct ional materials for the teaching of home e.~nomics.

3. Faculty

The workshop residential faculty consisted of university personnel in home economics and
mathematics. Those in home economics represented several specialization areas, as home
economics education, hcome -and family, consumer education, food and nutrition, dietetics and
clothing.

The consultant staff included (1) academic personnel in mathematics, science education,
metric education, home economics education, psychology, and metric research; (2) administra-
tive personnel from agencies such as the Food and Drug Administration and U.S. Department of
Commerce (National Bureau of Standards); and (3) national officers from the U.S. Metric
Association, Inc., the American Home Economics Association, and the American Metric Journal.
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The residential staff began its full time work two weeks prior to the workshop. The
first week was intensive wetric training and review of rescurce materials. The second week
was used for planning daily activities and preparing instructional materials.

Together the residential and consultant staffs effectively provided a broad coverage of
topics and activities in basic metrics. All presentations and class sessions related metric
applications to aspects of teaching home economics.

4. Participants

The participants included personnel from the state vocational education department,
inservice home economics teachers, graduate students, student teachers, and a youth group of
senior high school students. The workshop group, inclusive of participating university
faculty, provided a complete circuit of representation of personnel involved in teaching home
economics in secondary schools.

This provided direct involvement of state department personnel with a teacher trainig
activity for program implementation in the high schools. Through this process, the state
personnel remains actively in touch with what the university is doing in teacher training.
This is.more meaningful than just a written report of a teacher training workshop.

The inservice teachers were from schools in various parts of the state. A broad
geographical coverage is beneficial for broad coverage in the implementation of programs.
In this way each teacher can serve as a germinator for the implementation of metrics in
home economics. Additionally, the teachers are assets to the programs as a result of thelr
updating, acquiring ideas for a new program thrust and improving their effectiveness as

teachers.

The youth group was involvec as full time participants in all activities of the workshop.
The group served a special purpose as the youth monitor¥ or special sensors of the workshop.
The purpose of this group was to give feed-back as to the effectivencss of our work for use
with high school students.

We have learned from other experiences that planning processes should involve the
consumers of services along with the providers of serv'ces. In this regard, it was
considered that since the general purpose of the worksuop was inservice training for teaching
metrics in secondary schools, it was appropriate to have an identifiable group from those to
be served actively involved in 1ll processes and secure directly from them reactions as to
effectiverness.

The graduate student participants were all in home economics education. Some had teach-
ing experience and/or home economics extension experience. A few had no professional
experience. All were in a graduate program preparing for high school teaching. In addition
to participating as students, they served also as assistants to the workshop faculty and
consultants.

Student teachers, who are preservice teachers, through participation in the teacher
training workshop prior to graduation gained breadth and depth in their preparation for the
teaching profession. It was an opp.rtunity, toc, for the student teachers to work directly

with inservice teachers and high school students on a peer basis in class. This was a
unique feature which worked well.

5. Organization and Procedures

The workshop was designed %o include basic instruction in metrics, audio-visual reviews,
consultant presecntations and individual and group activities.

Consultant presentations were presented in the mornings followed by interaction between
the consultant and participants. During the two week period the consultant presentations

included:
s
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"Visual approaches to metric education."”

"Humanizing metrics: The psychology of change."

"An educational challenge: Metrics in home economics.'

"Metrics for the.home economist."

"Status and outlook of metric education with implications for home economics.”
"Consumer metrics and its application in home economics programs."
"Metrics and life styles."

"Legislation and implementation of metrics: Impact on the consumer."
"Metrics in the marketplace."

"A perspective of metric concepts, standards, and practices."
"Metrics: New meanings in clothing and textiles."

Audio visual reviews involved the use of slides, films, filmstrips, transparencies, and
cassette tapes; covering numerous topics on metrics. Sometimes these were part of the
consultant's presentation or the instructor's presentation or independent activity of the
participants,

Basic instruction in metrics was scheduled for early afternoon followed by individual
and group activities related to the basic metric instruction for the day. Primary attention
was_given to linear, volume, mass, and temperature measurements as most applicable to home
economics activities. However, some coverage was given to cubic, force, and square
measurements.

6. Activities

The workshop activities were developed to be relevant to all aspects of home economics.
Emphasis was on those measurements basic to the daily routine activities of the consumer.
They were plan.ed to stimulate creativity in the expression of metric concepts in home
economics classes. The participants were encouraged to "think' metrics not to '"convert" to
metrics.

Group activities were structured for participants to experience several techniques and
approaches to interpreting metrics to high school students. These ing¢luded role playing,
writing radio and television scripts, preparing instructicnal aids and demonstrating their
use, designing puzzles and games, and creating numerous other metric materials.

A metric treasure hunt was a popular group activity. This was conducted in a home
wherein various household objects were given metric descriptions from which participants had
to recognize the object described and locate it in the housen The descriptions were
challenging and the problems could be solved only through active involvement.

In a curriculum project, for each of the seven (7) mctric measurements listed above,
participants prepared a list of suggested metric activities for specific areas of home
economics. These were on the high school level. This activity provided practical experience
in applying metric grinciples to home economics teaching activities.

A metric resource review activity, conducted for a half day, gave the participancs the
opportunity to become familiar with numerous metric materials and equipment available on the
market. Through handling, examining, and using the resource items they could evaluate the
usefulness of the items. Also, accuracy of information was noted. The collection of
resources included audio-visual materials, print materials, instructionmal kits, games, and
household metric measurement devices.

The culmination activity was a developmental .oject designed and made by individual
participants. It was an opportunity frr cach to give creation expression to methods of
including metrics in teaching high school home economics. The projects included charts,
posters, transparencies, songs, games, mini-bulletin boards, mock-ups, and learning activity
packages (LAPs)., Each project displayed was described on a 5" x 8" index card as to name,

description, and suggested use.
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7. Fvaluation

The «valuation processes involved as assessment of the effectiveness of the workshop and
the progress of che participants. These were handled through daily inventories, total work-
shop evaluation, and follow-up.

The daily invantories were short quizzes covering basic metric principles covered the
previous class day. However, the quizzes on the first and last days were the same, covering
a broad scope, used to measure participant growth during-<the workshop. Those enrolled for
college credit were evaluated, too, on participation, productivity, and performance.

An instrument for the general evaluation of the workshop was distributed on the first,
not the last, day of the workshop. The distribution was handled in this manner so that
participants could do an itemized daily evaluation of all aspects of the workshop. The -
categories ol items included were: (1) consultant presentations, (2) instructiomal activities,
(3) instructional content, and (4) suppart services. Each of these categories was detailed
item by item. The criteris uf assess.aent were: (1) contribution to professiomal growth,
(2) expansion of professional knowledge, (3) value to improving effectiveness as a teacher
(4) acquisition of new/useful Ideas, and (5) interest appeal. Subjective items asked for
identification of strengths and weaknesses and suggestions for future workshops.

The youth group, described earlier, was given a special evaluative instrument designed
to ass.ss the relevance of workshop activities for high school youth. The first three
categories of items listed above were used but with criteria different from the general
instriment.

A follow-up instrument was recently distributed to all home economics teachers who
attended the workshop. The responses will provide data on the carry over value of the
workshop and basis for evaluation of the implementation of metrics in teaching home economics.
Particularly we shall note unique approaches and techniques, new resources, adaptatioms to
grade levels, and applications to various areas of home economics.

8. Related Activities

One of the greatest benefits derived from the workshop has been the continuation of
metric instruction through regular course offerings at the university. A consumer metrics
course has been offered each quarter since the workshop. One quarter, by popular demand,
the course was offere: for graduate students. The credit course is opened to all university
students, irrespective of major. However, it has been incorporated into the home ecomomics
curriculum as one of the required core courses for all majors.

Currently, several graduate students engaged in Directed Individual Studies (DIS) are
preparing the following projects or studies:

(1) Sound on slide: The 1974 Consumer Metrics Workshop at Florde A& M Unlver51cy
(2) aAnnotated metric resource guide; charts, posters, and kits.

(3) Metric motivation for high school home economics.

(4) Metric involvement of consumer related companies.

(5) Metric cookbook for children.

(6) Metric resource bibliography.

All of the metrics courses are taught jointly by home economics and mathematics personnel.

The Florida A and M University program hag been one of the pioneers in the state of
Floi .ca for training home ecornnmics teachers in metric education. We intend o continue and
expand this effort. We are planning as a sequel to last summer's workshop one for this summer
which will deal exclusively with curriculum and progr 2 development in metrics. Our goal
is to keep the home economics teacher equipped to be the greatest service to the students in
preparing them for today and tomorrow.
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SUCCESSFUL EXPERIENCES 1IN TEACHING METRIC CONFERENCE

Eugene M. Schuanbacher
Industry and Technology

Murray State University
Murray, Kentucky 42071

INTRODUCTION

To reflect some of my experiences in teaching metrics, I think it may be helpful to
indicate some circumstantial factors to better understand why I teach what I teach. Therefore,
I should like to present for your consideration the following subtopizs, which will also set
a course for this discussion.

Industrial Arts

Philosophical Foundaticns for Teaching Metrics
Content and Concepts in a Basic Course or Unit
Implementation Activities of the Classroom
Some Observ tions

In the course of this presentation, I shall refer to industrial arts at the elementary
and secondary levels as well as the university level, When reference is made to metrics, I
mean SI metrics. My majur objective today is to present several ideas for teaching metrics
in Industrial Arts and other subjects which reflect unlimited possibilities for instruction.

INDUSTRIAL ARTS

Since I am representing the curricular area of Industrial Arts, perhaps one of the first
things I should do for those of ycu not in this field is define that field of study in order
that we may develop a general understanding and a base upon which we may relate and focus
our metric attention.

Industrial Arts is generally considered to be a study of the tools, equipment, materials,
processes, problems, and occupational and technical information of industry for purposes of
general education. It has inherent value for both boys and girls from kindergarten to grade
twelve and beyond. It is not thought to be "specialized vocational' education; however, it
can and does serve as pre-vocational education for many students. It can serve as a function
of exploration of the iudividual as well as the practical world about him, development, and
career guidance for virtually all students regardless of their ultimate vocation.

Industrial Arts includes some of the traditional subjects--drafting, metals, graphic
arts, wood, electricity, crafts, plastics, and so on--as well as more contemporary innovations
involving cluster type activity such as World of Manufacturing, World of Comstruction,

Study of Industry, Experimentation and Research, and many others. We all live, inescapably,

in an industrial society.

PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS FOR TEACHING METRICS

There are several premises upon which my metric instruction is based. They are not
necessarily the ultimate; but they serve as a guide for me, and perhaps some of you may
profit from them.

1. Development of metric concepts rather than conversion concept. Certainly there is an

occasional need to know how to convert, particularly for those of us who have learned the
customary system and who relate to it with our tendencies. For the major emphasis, we should
focus our attention on instruction of the proverbial "think metric" and gain basic skill

therein.

2. Metric education should be taught in a manner as simple and uncluttered as possiblc and in

those areas in which there is the greatest need and practical application. Herein lies not
only a great opportunity for industrial arts, but a rather monumental responsibility. The
industrial arts laboratory is a place where young people can learn to measure and visibly see
their results along with direct correlations to practical applications and needs. It is one
of the really natural and meaningful avenues for teaching metric.
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3. Metric is a system of measuremeut which should generally permeate all applieation facots

of our educational activities. Metrics 18 not a mathematics subject, Calculation is the

same whether the item be oranges, dollars, fect, or meters, It {8 not a soclal selenee or a
natural science or even an industrinl arts subject, as such., RBut Lt does have implications

for these and nearly all of the other subjects and activities of the cdueat lonal community,

Therefore, metrics should be implemented wheve feasible-=be Lt in cducation or in other

sectors,

Ao __une ot the best ways to learn metric Is to uae metrie. The more a pergons uses metric,

rhe more that pergon will gain skill and confldence in Lts use, With these attributes,
un.v-standing will follow,

5.  Metric education should bhe implemcutud as rapldly as feasible lost we eontinue to
handlcap our consumer and our industrial society. Of partlcular concern are our present

young workers, our preservice people, and those youngsters who are just now learning measure-
ment, It is these youngsters who can benefit over the longest period of time. And
incidentally, this last group may have to learn and then unlearn a preater part of a somewhat
outmoded measurement system Lf implementation is delaved.

Too long we have debated the metric ifssues in the past, Currently, the {ssue is not IF
or WHEN, but NOW! and HOW?

Certainly, therc are other guides which have merit and can be added to this Ust, T do
not profess to have them 11,

CONTENT AND CONCEPTS 1IN “YAS1C COURSE OR UNIT

At this point, | ' - ‘lke to digress to discuss some of the conditlons in which I
operate so that you p. cand the nature of our studencs, and the needs we are attempting
to serve, 1In the puae. «t Murray State University, we have offered a three-semester hour
workshop for teach. »s. / represented elementary througi post-sccondary levels: social
science, mathematicwu, phe..ecs, home economics, business, vocaclonal—industrlnl subjects,

industrial arts, and others. We offered a three-semester hour ecourse primarily for under-
graduates but open to graduates. Thos. students represcnted industrial arts, home economics,
Jjournalism, mining, mairtcnance, chemical technoloyy, and other industrial workers. In
addition, we have ..cl1i some institutes off campus along with other parallel functions.

I know of 1 ..iugle best structure of a metrics course or unit other than that of
following a guide .o serve individual needs. Here are some of the various arvas or unitsy

which I teach at the University level, not necessarily in scquential order.

Status_of conversion. Students should develop a positive attitude about metrication. They

should know where the United States presently stands in the world relative to metrication and
be aware of the ill results of a delayed, uncoordinated conversion effort. They should be
aware of the fact that industry is going metric, now, a* an increasing rate and that they
should keep informed of the progress in legislation, policies, and guldes as reflectzd by
various states, organizations, manufacturing companies, and the marketplace. Those students
who have particular interests in a given field can profit from becoming informed of the
conversion status, standards developed, and so on, of those fields.

When we think of the United States converting to metric, we frequently get our concept
out of perspective by considering that we are changing from 100 percent customary to 100
percent metric. This is not the case., The United States is now metric, perhaps 20 to 40
percent, and has been metric for years in many fields--photograptic equipment, pharmacy,
medical, time, electrical, spark plugs, etc. Furthermore we probably never will be 100
percent metric--we will probably not change all the mile sections in Oklahoma, or the feet
measure of property deeds in Kentucky. There are numcrous other measurements to which we
have grown accustomed and will no doubt hold over to the next civilization. After an eight
or ten year converslon program, we will then be perhaps 90 to 95 percent converted. So when
we Uink about this task, we siiould keep in mind the amount of conversion to take place
within the eight to tun year perlod. Would vou estimate 50 percent? 60 percent? 65 percent?
As such, this task is not so great,
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Yetric principles. This Is the core content of the course. This includes:

1) base ten with declmal wechitnies
2) prefixes and their values

1) base unit

4)  supplemental and derived units

5)  symbols

6)  advantiges of the metric syston

I will basten to point out that 1 attenpt to keep this aren as simple and basic as
possible.  The system can become very comples aud the typical student need not yet that
involved.  Let me illestrate.  Hajor emphasis {n my clisses is placed on the units with

which students have yeneral need, namely, Jength “(including area and volume), liquid
capacity, mass, and possibly temperature. It has been estimated that 75 percent of the
world's measurcments is confined to these {lrse three units. When dealing with prefixes,
little time is speat on the usc of those other than willi, kilo, and possibly micro. One
except ion may bu the centimeter (centi) since it is a handy unit of metric length. When
dealing with the advantages of the system, the coherence and simplicity is stressed, such as,
ome unit times one unit equals one other unit (1 m = lm-~-1 mz). Perhaps these itens will
suftice to give vou an idea of coverage of metric principles.

frief history of custo~ary and metric systems. Many times history has a way of turning some

people "on™ and others "off." Therefore, the natuve and degree of teaching this aspect must
be -tempered to the needs of the group being taught. Although the historical aspect is not
the primary content, it does have potential Lo promote interest, provide humor, develop
affirmative attitoude, and relate to scientific principles or the lack thereof.

Practices for written furm of metrics. When learning the metric system, emphasis should be
placed on the proper fonm of expression, particularly the written form. While there are
instances in which an improper usage may cause no significant difficulty, there are other
instances in which one improper uysage could result in a monumental prollem. An extreme
exzample might be the difference between "megameter" and "millimeter" caused by the capitaii-~
zation of an "m' rather than the lower case form. We should do well that which we do.

(orrect usage is important to most indestrial arts students when learning metric,
especially if those students are industrial arts teachers. This person is frequently pre-
paring lessons, making drawings, and evaluating textbook material. One of the problems we
face now and will continue to face is the proliferation of incorrect use, examples and

applications of metrics.

The primary topics upon which 1 focus atrention relative to written form are: (1)
spelling of units, symbols, and terms; (2) capitalization and punctuation; (3) numerals and
decimal markers; (4) spacing for numerals, words, and symbols; (5) singular and plural
forms; (6) preferred multiples; (7) specifications and their sequences; and (8) importance
of correct usage.

Metric standards for various fields. Some of our standards are available, while many more
It is desirable for a course to reflect those standards to a

are yet to be established.
degree commensurate with the needs of the students. A basic industrial arts class may
adhere to common standards while a more technical class would be concerned with more cetail.
As an example of the latter, a metals class may require standard for threaded fasteners,
gauges of wire, thickness of metal stock, and so on in considerable detail.

Practical utilization. Here, I try to involve students in the utilization of metrics as
much as possible and -in a manner of practical, everyday life and occupational activity.

DAPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES OF THE CLASSROOM

Frame of reference. My students are encouraged to develop a practical and personal frame of
roforence for common units. These references serve a better .purpose if they are personal,
that is to mean, that the learners feel that they are individually theirs. And it only
follows that they serve a better purpose if they are as practical as possible.
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As an example, el ous toke temperature. All students would probably learn for their
trame of reference the hoiling polnt, freezing point, normal body temperature, room comfort,
a hot day, a4 cold da¥, and a few others.  Fach student can add to his list the temperatures
which relate to nids interest or fleld, for examploe:

Fisnerman--water temperature tfor good fishing or spawning of different species of fish.

Netallurgist--melting point of selected metals or temperature for quenching a given tool.

Chef-=cooring and baking temperatures of various dishes.

as an exanple of Linear measuremonts, here is my frame of reference.

1 Jithl thickness of a dime
10 mm width of smallest fingernail
100 mm width of hand
150 mrn hand Yo tip of thumb
300 mm wrist to elbow
0.5 m bottom of foot to knee joint
1 m right shoulder to base of left thumb
1 km liome¢ to parking lot

Persons can arrive at their own individual references. Reference measurements of the
anatomy are good pecause they are usually with a person when he needs to refer to them.
However, it should be kept in mind that for growing youngsters, they may need to be reminded
that references will have to be adjusted as their anatomy changes.

other references for the typical student may include such items as the following:

The mass of common items around the office, shop, home, or marketplace.
Usual speeds of automobiles.
Quantities and sizes of items with which they frequently come in contact.

T recommend thdt a frame of reference for a given unit have some diversity and not be
packed at one or twp . points, unless of course those are the most practical ones. These
references should be consistent and serve as a guide or an approximation. If more accurate
measurement is needed, a device shiould be utilized.

Technique of Estimation. In order for a person to think in metric terms, he should not only

have some understanding of the svstem but have some degree of competency in its use and
develop some confidence therein. To accomplish this task, I frequently have activities which
require students to overtly make vstimations, particularly in the early sessions of the class.
The primary purpose of this activity is not to make good estimators, although that is not
necessarily all bad. It is recognized that some peopie cannot estimate well even in
customary units, but with only a small amount of practice, they can gain some skill. With
success comes confidence, a positive attitude, and other desirable attributes. This technique
of estimation interfaces very well with the frame of reference which has been established.
Fxamples of estimation activities are: linear dimensions of wood; thickness of metal; length
and diameter of wire and rod; mass of bolts, books, area of paper; capacity of containers;

and nearly any common object available.

Utilization of metric measurement. -Industrial Arts, being somewhat unique with the tools,

equipment, and materials found in its laboratories, is a natural for learning and utilizing
metric measurements such as:

Layout size of lumber with a meter stick

Drawing a detail to a metric scale

Set up a saw to cut 25 mm width

Tapping an 16 mectric thread

dilling 8.75 mm cut and chiecking with micrometer
Layout printing on metric-sized paper and envelope
Combining quantities of material

Researching products of metric nature

The possibilities for teaching metric in this atmosphere is virtually unlimited. I
encourage students in mv classes to take every opportunity to utilize metric, and I encourage
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prospective indostrial arts teachers to design metric projects and other activities for use
in teaconing oleoentars and secundary students,

fiere on transparencics are samples of some of the instructional items deslgned in or

Tor my metric classes.

detric scales for draftiong

“oral turning dimensioned for metric micrometer use
Drawing of metric design

Chart for metric welding rod

Sheetmetal seoop with metric sizes and area
Rilometer map ot the Murray area

160w cube of 1 kg mass

Serapbook of articles about conversion and standards

OESERVATIONS

Foe the majority of vounger students, [ have generally "oversold" the metric system,
ponsihly because wost of them had no "customary' hangup.

o matter what amount of evidence you produce in an adult class, you will probably have
gt least one "goubting Thomas” who feels the metric system will never get off the ground.

Youty stadents have a tendency to pick up metric measurement very quickly.
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A BASTS FOR SUCCESSFUL TEACHING OF
VOCATIONAL METRIC EDUCATION

Richard A. Dieffenderfer
The Center for Vocational Education
The Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Introduction

In presenting what might be described as a basis for successful teaching of vocational
metric education, there i{s a need to establish a perspective of the problems that are dif-
ferent from teaching mctrics in other elementarv and secondary classes. In setting this
perspective as an objective of this paper:

1. The scope of vocational education training in the United States
will be described;

Teaching success based on performance of job related skills will be
discussed;

to

3. The considerations involved in determiaing vocational metric content
will be presented;

4. A series of factors affecting the demand for vocational metric
education will be reviewed; and,

5. Suggested activities for stimulating vocational metric education
will be prnposed.

Within the limitation of reasonable time and length this presentation will attempt to
set sume realistic expectations and goals for implementing SI metric training content in
vocational education programs. Due to the complexity of the broad field of vocational edu-
cation, this presentation will attempt to describe metric education problems and concerns
that occupational training programs have in common.

The Field of Vocational Education

Publicly sponsored vocational education programs in the United States provide services
to some 12,000,000 students in secondary, post-secondary, and adult level training programs.
In support of this effort there are involved approximately 245,000 professional personnel
responsible for the teaching, administration, coordination, and development of vocational
education programs in the States. The focus of this occupational related training covers
over 200 different vocational education instructional programs divided among seven voca-
tional program service areas. These broad program areas include:

1. Agricultural related occupations;

2. Distributive occupations;

3. Health occupations;

4. Consumer and home economics related occupations;

5. Business and ofrice occupations; A
6. Technical education; and,

7. Trades and industry occupations.

At the secondary level these programs emphasize training for entry level employment.
In the post-secondary and adult level programs emphasis is placed on training for upgrading
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of worker skillu, advanced technteal training, and seme entry lovel trafning.

The total scope of all occupational training going on in the country s greatly
increased when we take into consideration other tralning efforts involving:

1. Milttary related occupat fonal training;

Private trade schools and technical institutes;

o

3. Federal, state, saand local covernment trafning effores for —=
a. Upgrading agency personnel;

b. Training and information programs involving the public;
and. rehabilitation and training programs in special
schools.

4. Correspondence courses in technical areas;

Ut

Comnunity volunteer scervice agencies; and,
. Apprenticeship training programs.
By thelr nature, vociational education programs present a situation in which the
manipulative skill training and related trade knowledge requived to perform occupational

related tasks en the job form the basis for program training objectives that are:

'1. EFasily identifiable in setting the direction of the course for the
instructor; and,

2. Present learning goals that are recognized and understood by the
students.

Judging Suruess of Vvocational ‘Metric Education Efforts

The suiiess of a vocational education program is based on its ability to meet training
program objertives in helping the student to:

1. Develop the appropriate level of manipulative skills required;
. 2. lenrn trade related information and knowledge; and,

3. Accuire good work habits and develop personal relations with
other workers on the job.

The major cancerns for metric'eduqation in vocational education programs focus on:

2. Acquiring SI metric measurement skills needed to perform occupational
related tasks; and, ‘

2. Developing a knowledge of SI metric needed to "think metric' and make
judgments, estimates, and comparisons of measurement values in work
related problems.

Successful teaching of SI metric content in vocational education programs is to be judged on
how well the training program has prepared the students to succeed on the job.

The suggestions and techniques described in other conference papers for teaching SI
metric measurement skills to secondary school and adult learners are highly appropriate to
students in vocational education programs. A point to be emphasized in vocational edu-
cation is the need for the teaching of SI metrics through a series of practical application
exercises. :
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Successful teaching will also require the application of 4 certaln amount of common
sense to avold making the learning of §1 metries more difficnlt than it needs to be for
both the teachers and students. To avold such pitfalls emphasis should be placed on:

L. Activities teaching accurate usage of §[ metric terminology,
prefixes, and symbols in applied measurement;

2. Adoption of a "think metric" strategv featuring SI metrics as the
. primary reference point for estimating and computing measurement
! values;

3. Avoid misplaced precision in equating or converting values betwecn
the U.S. customary and ST metric systems; and,

[T
4. Avold the unnecessary learning of the terms and symbols for all
metric system prefixes and place values. ‘

The measure of success for the field of vocational education in the United States metri-
cation effort will depend on the ability of vocational educators to:

1. Develop and utilize appropriate SI metric curriculum and instructional
materials;

2. Prepare teachers through inservice and preservice programs to teach
SI metric related training content; and,

3. Develop and organize SI metric education training programs to meet
the needs of students, workers, trainees, and consumers.

Factors Affecting Metric Education Implementation

The basic problem of vocational education teachers and curriculum developers is more
one of determining what SI metric content to teach, rather than what is the best way to
teach SI metrics. This series of concerns focuses on:

1. 1Identifying the appropriate SI metric content for each occupational
training area;

2. Determining the emphasis to be given to SI metrics in each training
program at this point in time;

3. Analyzing what chaﬁges will actually take place in the teaching
content of an occupational area regarding ~--

a. Measurement related content changes,

b. Changes in trade related product and engineering standards
used, and

c. Revision of trade related practices and work procedures.

4. Defining the timing of metric implementation scheduled for each occupational
field and related areas; -

5. Maintaining the pace of training to match the metric implementation
needs of industry; and,

6. Determining to what extent vocational metric education efforts can
lead the metrication efforts in each occupational area.

Impact on Vocational Education

It should be recognized that the impact of metricatiop on business and industry will
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not be the same across all occupatlons, This s also true for vocational education
fustructlonal programs in which students will be required to be familiar with only selected
aspects of the St metrlc system, and develop measurement skills appropriate to the occupa-
tion for which they are being trained. It mav be necessary for vocational education
teachers and curriculum developers to maintain, a perspective of general occupational needs
In order to accurately assess the Impact of metrication on the content of their teaching
area. To illustrate this point it is important to remember that:

1. The range of semi-skilled to technical occupations represented in
the variety of vocatlonal education programs means that there will
also be great variance In the impact ol metrication on specific
vocat ional education subject areas;

2. The impact of metrication on a specific occupational training
program will depend on how much of the present trade content is
considered measurement sensitive;

3. The impact of metrication on a speciffe occupational training
program will depend on how much of the SI metric content is con-
sidered new occupational trade content;

4. The impact of metrication on a specific occupational training
program will depend on how much of the content related to
industry product and engineering stan'ards, and trade practice
is subject to change:

5. The impact of metrication on a specific occupational training
program will depend on the time frame or schedule established
to guide the metric transition in that industry;

6. The impact of metrication on a specific occupational training
program will depend on the extent to which adopted metric stan-
dards practice is considered to be a 'hard" or "soft" metric
converslion; and,

7. The avallability of SI metric sized and designed materials and
equipment baszd on accepte’ SI metric standards and changes in
industrial practice may be a problem in implementing vocational
metric education programs.

Determining Metric Technical Coutent

Vocational educators are well aware of the importance of using the real world of
business and industry as the reference point for determining curriculum content and estab-
lishing training program requirements. This same concern holds true in the development of
vocational metric education programs. The analysis of metrication efforts in business and
industry will provide the vocational teacher and curriculum developer with specific content
suggestions based on a:

1. Determination of the impact of metrication on each occupational
~..careas;

2. Establishment of a time frame within which metrication plans will
be implemented;

3. Definition and development of occupational related SI metric pro-
duct and engineering standards, and changes in trade practice;

4. 1dentification of occupational areas requiring SI metric instruction;

5. Development of the specifications for SI metric instructional materials
required; and,
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6. lmplementation of SI metric education efforts {n appropriate
amounts to varlous levels of business and fndustry personnel,

Vocational Teacher ‘tetric Orientation

The success of vocational metric education efforts will be keved to vocational
teachers who are well versed in S1 metrics and current industry metric developments. Much
to their credit, there are individual teachers who have developed this technical competence
on their own. Manv teachers are also participating in the ever Increasing number of pre-
service courses and inscervice workshops that are available to them.

The participation of teachers in these experiences will provide them with an:
1. Orlentation to what the process of metrication will really involve;
2, VUnderstanding of the basic $I metric svstem and its use}

3. Awareness of SI metric as it will affect them as consumers; and,

/

4. Perspective of current metrication efforts in industry.

These types of metrication efforts have made a great coniribution in stimulating teacher
interest in SI metrics. But, due to the slow progress being made in the United States
metrication effort, there Is not sufficlent information to prepare the vocational education
teacher to take the next step and develop fully occupational related metric content needed
for their students. There are at this time only limited guideposts available to help
vocational education teachers implement a series of specific SI metric content changes in
their training programs.

National Metvication Program

Granted the problems of wrestling with the unknowns concerning metrication in the
United States are not just unique to vocational education teachers. We share the frustra-
tion of waiting for the establishment of a commitment to metrication in this country through
federal legislation,

The present state of limbo that metrication is in places severe constraints on the
teaching of SI metrics and specific trade related metric content., In this confusion,
vocational educators who must draw their teaching content from trade practice are waiting
for more progress to be made in business and industry sectors. Business and industry appear
to be holding up their metric decisions waiting for a formal national commitment to metri-
cation. The Congress is waiting for something also, but no one is really sure what that is.

With the passage of federal metric legislation a defined schedule and pace for
metrication can be implemented. When it is established where and wihen we are going in
metrication activities, the specific business and industry related trade practice decisions
will be made. This information will form the basis fcr defining vocational education SI
metric teaching content.

At the present time there are three options open concerning the establishment of a
national policy on metrication, these include:

1. Passage of metric legislation which provides planning, coordination,
and a fixed period of time for the transition to 57 metrics;

2. Passage of metric legislation which provides planning, coordination,
but noc fixed time period in which to complete the metric transition;
and, ’

3. No metric legislation approved and metrication effovts continue in an
unstructured manner over an indefinite time span.
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The tevhnolopsy assesament project, NSF/RANN Yotric Conversion Study, beding completed
at the University of Minnesota will present a comprehensive analvsis of the problems and
condit 'ons evident in these three options. The problems related to the timlog of the
metrie teansition will vary for vocatiornal cdneaters according to the pace of Industrial
metrication. The establlishment of a natlonal schedule will set the time span In which
preservice and Inservice teacher training {s to take place, appropriate fnstructional
gaterials developed, and initial vociational metric education programs taught.

In attempting to establish the need for voeat lonal metric education programs, design
arograms, train teachers, and develop tnstructfonal matertals there are Important advantages
to having detailed metrication plans covering specific time pertods. The absence of struc-
tured metric planning for government, and business and industrial metrication efforts places
the vocational teacher and curriculum developer at a dlsadvantage in designing and imple-
menting metric education programs.

Getting Started in Metric Activities
Experlences with the current metrication effort in the United States can be summarized
in terms of some of the primary concerns of vocational education teachers and curriculum

developers.  General recommendations indicate the need for vocational educators to:

i. Develop a working knowledge of the Sl metric system;

(28

Adopt accepted math/science education techniques for teaching
measurement related content;

3. Determine the appropriate technical levels and amount of metric
related lnstruction required in their teaching area;

4. Analvze the actual industrial SI metric content that is relevant
to their vocational program objectives;

5. Update vocational program teaching content based on adopted
metric product and engineering standards, and revised industry
trade practice; and,

6. Determine the pace of industrial metric implementation programs
and the timing required to provide vocational metric education
programs to meet the needs of students and industry.

There are some procedures that would be helpful to vocational education teachers in
meeting their metrication objectives. Some of these suggested activities include:

1. Establishment of a metric practice advisory committee for their
vocational program. In this effort charge existing program com-
mittees with this responsibilitv, or create special groups to study
what needs to be done;

2 Identification of industry and trade association, and metric
- ) information publications that will give teachers an accurate
picture of current metric developments related to their trade

area;

3. Determination of industrial metric information which is the adopted
practice of individual local companies and that which is considered
general metric practice for the industry;

4. CGreation of criteria to guide the selection of commercial
instructional materials, or the development of teacher design or
metric teaching aids and applied measurement activities; and,

5. Preparation of questicns on annual follow~up'surveys of vocational
program graduates to determine the extent to which they are
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cartentte dnvolved Inoasiney S osetrics on the fob,

Developnent of quality metric education provrams ol provide o substant bl challenge
tor vocationdal educators over the coming vears,  As I Industrey, the metric transition will
also provide an opportunity to examine other practices {n the fveld that shoonld be revised
In order to improve the efficivocy and quality of the tradning programs,  Such fmprovements
might fnvolve instructor training practices, uppradiog course technfeal content, npdating
fob training requirements, student placement and follow-up procedures, and the skitl
training activitles provided to students,  To insure the contluued suecoss of vocatlonal
program graduates on the job, vocattonal cducators will need to meet thelr oblipation to
provide appropriate levels of metrie education now, and also prepare to develop completye
metrication programs as thev arce required by job demands,
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WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THE ENGLo AR CTRAL
PXPERITERCES IN METRTC KDV
Albert By Chalupusky
Amer fean Toatitntes for Reseooth
PO, Box 111

Palo Alto, Calltorala 943100

As vou well konow, the Unlted States Is last fn the Line ot o o tfons converting to
the modernfzed metrle system==51. While this I8 a source of concern - many, and righttully
s0, there fs at least one advantage to belng at the tatl end of a ¢ veen We can, 1t we are
wise, profit greatly from the experlences of other countries, parti. - ' those that havuo
begun the process of metrication during recent years. [t wag with o0 fonale uppermost
that the Metric Studles Center was established at the Amerlcan Insti, ¢ "+ Rescarch fn
Palo Alto, California. For the past several years, we have malntaine, o ifve communica-
tion regarding metrie conversion with a variety of sources {n England, & o' fa, New Zealand,
South Afrtca, and Canada--all of which are now heavily committed to goln, UL

Our work has been atded greatly by the Natlonal Institute of Education wh % has
sponsored two A.I.R. studies concerned with capttalizing on the metric educat nn ciperiences
of other countries. The first study consisted of a general review and analys.. " metric
conversion fn cducation {n the five countries mentioned previously. Tt involver . intensive

literature search and a survey of some seventy overscas organizations concerned with metric
conversion in general or with metric educatlon specifically. The second study fucused on the
inservice teacher training experiences in England and Australla and their implicatiec s for
educators in the United States. The primary sources of information for this study we »
Interviews with representatives of teachers' centers and other educational agencies in
England and with cognizant staff of selected State Departments of Education in Austral: .

My remarks today are based largely on the results of these two projccts.; In keepin, .
with the purpose of this conference and the limited time available, I would like to focus on
the experiences of English and Australian educators that are especially relevant to classro m
teachers in this country, in their efforts both to cope with metrication themselves and to
introduce SI into thelr teaching activities.

First, a brief note on the background of metric education in Britain and Australia. 1In
Britain, the decision to convert to the metric system was announced in 1965; however, it was
not until 1969 that a Metrication Board was established. A general overall target date of
1975 was set for becoming substantially a metric country--a goal now officially recognized
as unattainable. No firm schedule was set by the Board for educational conversion, however.
Rather, scheols were merely exhorted to keep fully informed of developments throughout the
country and to keep pace with or exceed the industrlal conversion schedules. It appears that
both the teachers and the educational system in England have kept well ahead of the general
metric progress of the country.

Australia made its decision to convert in 1970 and in that same year its metric
conversion board began operation. In general, the schedule called for the years 1973-1975
as the time of major implementation, with a target of 70 percent completion by 1976. 1In
education it was planned that the curricula in primary schools should become fully metric
early in 1973 and that a start in metric conversion shpuld be made in secondary schools as
soon as possible, with the aim that secondary schools be solely metric by the start of the
1974 school year. At the post-secondary level, the schedules were not so optimistic,
particularly in the technical areas. Nevertheless, it was assumed that the institutions
beyord the secondary level would be primarily metric by 1976. It appears that the Australian
metric conversion program in general, and education in particular, has been on schedule or
perhaps slightly ahead of schedule. The smoothness of the metric conversion program in

1For a complete discussion of the findings from both projects, see Chalupsky, A.B., Crawford,
J.J., & Carr, E.M. Going Metric: An Analysis of Experiences in Five Nations and Their
Implications for U.S. Educational Planning. Palo Alto, Calif.: American Institutes for
Research, 1974; and Chalupsky, A.B., Crawford, J.J., Carr, E.M., & McDonnel, P. Metric
Inservice Teacher Training: Learning from the English and Australian Experience. Palo Alto,
Calif.: American Institutes for Research, 1975.
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(1) ovepreaming resistance to chanee,

() Jepertanee of parent and conman bty fnvelvencat
CHY dephoedds ot el fective vommandoat fon,

() General teaching strateniva,

(%) Probhlemn to avedd,

(6} Lew challemoes for teachers,

Many toachers, partivnbarty the older, more experfenced ounes, will have unnecessary
foars and doubts alout learntng SU and will require reassurance and svnport. If not dealt
with prompt Iy, these fears can seriously reduce the effectiveness of teacher training. A
pecessary compotint of stalf training must be an fuitial awareness nnit outlining the need
for woing metries fdentifying the major effects on the country in general and on teachers
in particalary discussing vach source of anxiety and how to cope with it and above all,
demonst cating the basic simplicity of direct measurement in the metric systenm.

mportance of Parent and Copmunity Iovolvement
The need for metric awareness and the understanding of why the U.S. s going metric
extends far bevond the teaching profession.  Community awareness, and parental awareness in
particenlar, will have a major impact on school operations. Because schools will without
doubt be in the wanpuard of the metrication movement, teachers can expect occaslional backlash
reactions from parents. Farly public awareness campaigns will be helpful. Nevertheldss,
teachoers can expoect more frequent parent conferences. School district will need to prepare
parents and demonstrate the case and benefits of SI. As in the early days of modern math,
many parents will be frustrated Lf they are unable to help their children with class assign-
ments. On the other hand, students themselves present potentially effective agents for,
educating parents in the metric system. Australia made an obvious attempt to enlist school
children in the campaign to educate parents. FEducators may well need to develop a combination
of approaches to assist In parent education.

One example of an ongoing metric program with speetal attention to community awareness
{s "Project Metrie’ of the Wayne-Westland (Michigan) Sehool District. Under the direction of
a communlty Involvement agent, mectings and workshops have been held with local clubs,
organizations, and church groups. Businesses, stores, and banks are being encouraged to
participate by arranging metric exhibits, displaving posters provided by the project, and
distributing metric handouts. Culminating the first year's uctlvities was a "Metric Week"
at i major shopping center consisting of exhibits, contests, bake-off, and even a metric
Fashion show. "Metric Weeks,” by the way, have occurred in several areas of the U.S. and
we will no doubt see more of them in the months to come. They are an intriguing vehicle for
paining community awareness and for strengthening the linkage between education and business
in the conversion process.

Emphasis vn Effective Commumnication

As our metrication program moves along, teachers will need to be kept informed of news
at the Federal, state, and local levels. Lack of information can be very disruptive to
teachers, expecially in the early stages when the rumors thrive. Judging from overseas
cxperience in metric education, as well as experiences galned in similar situations in the
G.8., it will be a mistake to assume that the metric memoranda and other publications
distributed to state departments of education, school districts, or even to individual
achools, will automatically and expuditiously be delivered to the teachers most concerned.
Some method of communicating directly with teachers on a regular basis merits early

consideration.
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One way to communicite to teachers as well as to parents is by a periodic newsletter.
Such a vehicle can serve both to inform and to educate at relatively lictle cost. Attractive
newsletters are an important part of the Wayne-Westland project I mentioned previously, as
well as the metric projects being conducted by the school district in Winston-Salem, North
Carolina and in Bismarck, North Dako:za. Based on our own experience, it is clear that
teachers find such newsletters valuable. Since last summer our “‘etric Ttudies Tenter has
been publishing a bimonthly metric rewsletter for educators, the Metri-Gram. The enthusiastic
reception on thie part of teachers and administrators is an obvious expression of this need to
be kept informed.

Another area which could casily be overlooked in metric =ducation is the need for wide
dissemination of 2¢fectiv: *riining proesums and wmaterials. The {ull benefits of cxpensive
developmental efforts can be frustrated by false economy in the dissemination area. All
teachers concerned need to be provided ample copies of appropriate metric materials, for their
own education as well as for use in the classroois. In order to .o this, however, we will
need to conduct adequate evaluations of programs and materials. [ will mention more about
evaluation later. .

Ceneral Teaching Stratepies

At the risk of overlapping some of the previous speakers, I would like to touch briefly
on three general strategies which merit consideration for teacher training: short activity
sessions, teacher development c¢f metric materials, and teacher training using student
exercises.

Shiort Activitv Sessions. Strong support was voiced by our overseas interviewees for
schieduling a series of relatively brief training sessions wiitich would allow teachers to
practice their newly acquired metric skills, trying them out with students, and then returning
for additional %raining. Follow-up sessions should emphasize evaluation, discussion, and
refinement of techniques. Of particular importance is active learning encompassing direct
estimates of the length, mass, volume, etc., of common objects. A good deal of practice
should be provided for making these estimates and then checking them by actual measurement
in order for the teacher to gradually "think metric." Teachers should be encouraged to
measure themselves, their rooms, and familiar objects. Small-group discussions of problems
will be much more effective than large-group lectures. Y

Teacher Development of Metric llaterials. One of the problems confronted by overseas
educators which is also occurring in this country is the early flood of metric materials
including many items of poor quality from the standpoint of technical accuracy, construction,
or learning effectiveness. Unfortunately, technical assistance in identifying high quality
materials may not be readily available to all teachers in the early stages of metrication.

Qverseas training programs have taken advantage of this problem and have stressed
teacher development of materials as an important training strategy. During the course of
inservice training, the learning of SI can be deeply ingrained by designing and comstructing
simple teaching alds to SI specifications, with considerable savings in expenditurés for
truly relevant, instructionally useful materials. The same strategy can be used, of course,
in teaching children to think-metric and the results of these efforts can then be taken home
to help the parents learn SE. We have included several examples of construction plans for
metric materials f{n the report on metric inservice teacher training which we recently

published. '

Teacher Training Using Student Exercises. The construction of metric materials isn't
the only exercise that can be of use to both teacher and student education. Since teachers
often teach the way they themselves are taught, there is a widespread feeling that teachers,
especially those at the primary level, should gain experience with metric units through the
same learning activities used by children.

Problems to Avoid

Conversion to SI without doubt will raise a number of problems--not unsurmountable ones,
but problems nevertheless. Hopefully, by anticipating their occurrence we can take steps
to eliminate them or at least minimize their adverse effects. Three general problems come to
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mind as particularly deserving of teacher attention in planning for metric education:
rechnical inaccuracies, exact conversion, and unnecessary precision.

Technical Inaccuracies. As mentioned previously metric instructional materials produced
under pressure to meet the rapidly expanding demand are likely to contain a variety of errors.
This has been the experience overseas and a similar situation is already occurring in this
country. Such a statement is not ! ‘ended as a wholesale condemnation of commercially
developed metric materials. On the strary, there are many examples of high quality
commercial materials. What [ am suggesting is for school systems and teachers to take special
care in the screening of materials purchased. Ideally, large-scnle evaluations, broadly
communicated to schools, could provide a useful guide to educators and a positive influence
on materials production. Hopefully, school systems accross the country can work together on
such an effort.

1L am convinced that school districts and teachers are realy for large-scale joint
eiforts in the evaluation area. Since last year we have been making available to schools in
the area surrounding our Palo Alto facility a collection of metric instructional materials,
supplied through the courtesy of a number of producers. In return ve ask teachers to apply
our preliminary evaluation forms in assessing the materials. We are using the results of
these appraisals as a basis for improving our evaluation procedures. In addition, they will
serve as a reservoir of information on the strengths and weaknesses of various metric aids.
We have alse been in touch with a sizeable number of teachers across the country who have
indicated their interest in working together to share their experiences in using metric
instructional materials as well as in collaborating on other communication efforts.

The proneness [or error in metric materials should be a signal for teachers tl:emselves
to take special precautions in their own teaching and materials development. No matter how
espert we may feel in the metric system, most of us as yet have not fully internalized SI.
We have vet to develop the degree of '"feel" that we have gained for customary units after
living with them all these years. FEducators would be well advised to keep handy an
authoritative metric practice guide such as the U.S. Department of Commerce rublication
“BS 330.

Exact Conversion. The teaching of exact conversions between customary units and S1I
should be minimized, or better wet, avoided altogether. Familiarity with appro:imate
equivalents will normally wuffice, but where absolutely essential, the use of conversion
tatles or devices should fill most needs. Our overseas contacts repeatedly stressed that
conversion excreises confuse the student, create a false complexity with respect to S1, and
on the whole tend to maintain the customary system as the primary system. ‘

Unnecessary Precision. The striving for unnecessary precision is also an error to
which we can easily fall prey. liow often have students been appalled by the fact that one
prund equals 453.592 grams or that one mile equals 1.609 kilometers? The ability of decimals
to indicate apparently greater precision simply by adding another figure is an attractive
trap even for those wio should know better.

wew Challenges for Teachers

buring the course of metric conversion in the countries studied, the teachers have been
presented with the opportunity to expand their role in the community and assSume greater
responsibilities for aduit education. Metric conversion in the U.S. will no doubt offer
similar challenges. Schools will very likely be called upon to pruvide additional courses
for adults. Here, teachers of all specialties can contribute, not just math and science
experts. The talents of home economics and industrial education instructors will be of
special help in community education. Teachers skilled in ST will be needed to serve as
trainers and consultants, particularly for small businesses. On a more subtle level,
parent-teacher association meetings and other school functions can be instrumental in setting
the nelghborihiood tone toward ST. Even more' important but likely to be overlooked is the role
that students can and will play in educating their parents. The attitudes and practices of
teachers, s reflected through their students, will do much to convince parents to support or

resist metric conversion.
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CCNFERENCE PROGRAM
SUCCESSFUL EXPERTENCES IN TEACHING METRIC

Red Auditorium - National Bureau of Standards
May 20-21, 1975

Tuesday, May 20, 1975

OPENING SESSION - Moderatcr: - Jeffrey V. Odom, Chief
Metric Information Office
National Bureau of Standards

Welcoming Comments:

Dr. Malcolm E. O'Hagan, Executive Director
American National Metric Council

Dr. Richard W. Cortright
I[nstruction and Professional Development
National Education Association

Keynote:

“The International System of Units"

br. Richard W. Roberts, Director
National Bureau of Standards

SESSION 1 - Moderator: Dr. Arthur Livermore, Acting Director
Amer ican Asso. for the Advancement of Science

"Importance of Metric Education"
Dr. Floyd A. Davis, Project Manager
Metric Education Program

U.S. Office of Education

"Principles and Practices of Teaching the !Metric System
in Public Schools"

Dr. George Bright, Assistant Professor

Mathematics Department

Emory University

SESSION II - Moderafor: Dr. Richard W..Cortright
Instruction and Professional Development
National Education Association

General (Elementary) Education

Mrs. Lou Smith and Ms. Lori Clements
Cresthaven Elementary School
Montgomery County, !Maryland

Library

Ms. Purnell Lawrence, Librarian
Bunker Hill Elementary School
Washington, D.C.

Audio/Visuals

fr. Niles F. Calhoun, Mathematics Coordinator
Mississippi Authority for Educational Television
<

K
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SESSION 1Il - Moderator: Dr. James Gates, Executive Secretary
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics

{athematics

Dr. Stuart Choate
Open Schools
Pontiac, Michigan

Science
Ms. Barbara lLogan, Field Agent
University of Delaware

Games in Teaching Metric

Dr. Cecil R. Trueblood

Associate Professor of Mathematics Education
Pennsylvania State University

SESSION IV - Moderator: Ms. Mary Marks, Chief
Curriculum Development Branch
Bureau of Adult, Vocational and Technical Education
U.S. 0ffice of Education

[nservice, Preservice Teacher Training
Dr. John Lindbeck, Director

Center for Metric Education and Studies-
Western Michigan University

Dr. Philip Larsom, Associate Professor .
Natural Science Division
Western Michigan University

Terching Metric to the Blind
. ,wire Nadash, M.E., Consultant

5

.+ ,resident, U.S. Metric Association

Sports and Physical Education
Mr. Fred Burgee :
Frederick High School, Frederick, Maryiand

University Experience

Dr. John M. Flowers. Director
Project for Metric Research
University of Southern Mississippi

" Wednesday, May 21, 1975

SESSION V - “Modevator: !r. Louis Sokol, President
U.S. Metric Association, Inc.

State KEducation Agencies

Mrs. sudrey V. Buffington

Speclalist in Mathematics -
Maryland State Department of Education

Local Educational Agencies
Dr. Thomas Rowan, Mathematics Supervisor
Montgomery County Public Schools, Maryland

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Senator Claiborne Pell, Rhode Island
"Metric Conversion and the Congress"
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SESSTON V1 - Moderator: Mrs. Catherine lLeisher, Executive Secretary

SESSTON VI

liome Economics Education Association

Home FEconomics

Dr. Clinita A. Ford, Director

Div. of Consumer Science and Home Economics
Florida A&M University

Industrial Arts

Dr. Eugene M. Schanbacher, Associate Professor
fndustrial Education

Murray State University

Vocational

Dr. Richard A..Dieffenderfer, Research Snecialist
Center for Vocational Education

Ohio State University

- Moderator: Mr. Roy E. Clark .
Metric Information Office
Mat ional Bureau of Standards

Learning from the Experiences of Other Countries:
Canada: Mr. Jack Bell, Ministry of Education
) " Toronto, Canada .

""What Can We Learn from the English and Australian Experience
in Metric Education'

Dr. Albert B. Chalupsky, Director, Metric Studies Center

American Institutes for Research

Concurrent Activities:

I. .Tour of Measurement-related Standards Lahoratories

[I. Workshop on Proper !etric Practice for Education:
Mr. Louis E. Barbrow ‘
Metric Information Office
National Bureau of Standards
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BTOGRAPHIES OF SPEAKERS

GEORGE W. BRIGHT is Assistant Professor in the Department of Mathematics at Emory University.
He has received a B.A. and M.A. from Rice University in mathematics and a Ph.D from the
University of Texas in mathematics education. Dr. Bright has authored numerous articles
appearing in The Arithmetic Teacher, School Science and Mathematics, Instructor, Today's
Education, and I[ssues in Education. He has made presentations and conducted workshops at
national and regional meetings of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, School
Science Association, and U.S. Metric Association. He is a member of the state-level

Georgia Metrication Committee.

FREDERICK P. BURGEE is Physical Education Department Chairman at the Frederick High School
in Frederick, Maryland. Mr. Burgee obtained his BS degree from‘Wescerd Maryland College
and has been affiliated with the Masters program at that college. He has pioneered in
metric programs in Frederick and has presented a short course in metric measures to his
physical education classes.

AUDREY V. BUFFINGTON is State Specialist in Mathematics for the Maryland State Department
of Education. She has obtained her A.B. degree from Western Maryland College, "her M.Ed.
from Penn State University, and is enrolled in a Doctoral program at the University of
Maryland. She has had fourteen years of teaching experience in the public schools in
Carroll County, Maryland. S$he spent five years as Supervisor in Mathematics in Carroll
County prior to her appointment at the state level. Mrs. Buffington is a’ member of

several educational associations and has conducted metric workshops in 15 states. g
also is the author of a six book worktext series on metric.

NILES F. (BUDDY) CALHOUN is Mathematics Coordinator for the Mississippi Authority fc
Educational Television. He obtained nis B.S. in Mathematics and M.Ed. in Mathematics
.Education from Mississippi Cdllege. Mr. Calhoun is the developer of "The Metric System"
instructional television series; co—chairman of the Mississippi Committee of the Five-
State Consortium for Metric Education. He has spoken on metric at many national education
association meetings, including Natioral Council of Teachers of Mathematics and the
National Association of Educational Broadcasters.

DR. ALBERT B. CHALUPSKY is Director, Metric Studies Center, of the American Institutes for
Research in Palo Alto, California. He received his B.A. from University of Minnesota, an
M.S. from Purdue University, and his Ph.D. from Purdue University. Dr. Chalupsky has been
director of two AIR projects funded by the National Institute of Education: "Going Metric:
An Analysis of Experiences in Five Nations and Their Implicatioms for U.S. Educational
Planning" and "Metric Inservice Teacher Training: Learning from tle English and Australian
Experiences."

DR. STUART A. CHOATE is Project Coordinator, Field Testing for the Mathematical Problem
Solving Project of the Oakland Schools in Pontiac, Michigan. He received his B.S. degree
from the Eastern Michigan University, Masters degree from the University of Michigan and
University of Detroit, and his Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. He 1is a member of
the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics and serves as a NCTM National Director.

LORI S. CLEMENT is a classroom teacher at the Cresthaven School in Silver Spring, Maryland.
She recelved her B.S. in Elementary Education from the University of Maryland. She served
as project director for pilot project to teach the metric system as the primary system of
measurement at her school. ’

DR. RICHARD A. DIEFFENDERFER is Research Specialist at the Center for Vocational Education
at Ohio State University. He has written articles on metrication in vocational education

and conducted research on problems in planning for metrication in vocational education.

He was formerly on the staff of the U.S. Office of Education funded metric education pro-

ject conducted at the Center for Vocational Education at Ohio State University.
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DR. CLINITA A. FORD is Chairman, Division of Consumer Science and Technology, at the Florida
A & M University. She recelved her B.S. degree in Vocational Home Economics Education from
Lincoln University (Missouri), her M.S. in Foods and Nutrition from Columbia University and
her Ph.D. in Nutrition and Biochemistry from Kansas State University. She is listed in
Who's Who in American Education, Who's Who of American Women, and Outstanding Educators of
America. She conducted metric workshops at Florida A & M in 1974 and 1975.

DR. PHILLIP T. LARSEN is Chairman of Math-Science-Education for the Metric Advisory Group
of the Center for Metric Education and Studies at Western Michigan University. He received
his B.A. degree in Chemistry from Rutgers University, his M. Ed. in Chemistry and Physics
from Penn State University, and his. D.Ed. in Science Education from Penn State University.
Dr. Larsen has served as Western Michigan University Metric Education Coordimator for the
Michigan State Department of Education model, Project Metric, Wayne-Westland Community
Schools. He is a member of the Metric Education Referent Group Michigan State Department
of Education.

PURNELL W. LAWRENCE is Librarian in the Washington, D.C., public school system. She
received her education from Cheyney State Teachers College, Howard University, and the
Universitv of !laryland. She was a member of the Joint Committee of the American Association
of School lLibrarlans and National Council of Teachers of Mathematics to develop a metric
bibliography for school librarianms.

DR. JOHN R. [INDBECK is Director, Center for Metric Education and Studies, at the Western
Michigan Universitv. He received his B.S., M.A., and Ph. D. degrees in Industrial
Education from the University of Minnesota. Dr. Lindbeck is a member of the American
National Mer'ric Council Board of Directors and also of .its Metric Practice Committee. He
was forme: hairman of the ANMC Coordination Committee on Education and Industrial
Training. .. is the author of a metric book and several articles and has been a speaker
at numerous metric seminars.

BARBARA LOGAN is the Science Education Field Agent for the University of Delaware. She
received her M.Ed. from the University of Maryland and is presently enrolled in a doctoral
program at that school. Ms, Logan is a member of State of Delaware Metrication Board and a
member of the writing team for '"Introduction to Metric Measurement,' a Delaware Department
of Public Instruction publication.

ANDRE NADASH is a Vice President of the U.S. Metric Association and Director of its Mid-
Atlantic region. He was educated in Europe as a Mechanical Engineer. Mr. Nadash is a
member of the Measurement Technique & Automatic Scientific Association, a subsidiary of the
Hungarian Scientific Academy. He is a member of Prince George's County Public Schools
Metric Task Force and is active as metric consultant and lecturer.

CLAIBORNE PELL is a U.S. Senator representing the State of Rhode Island. He received his
A.B. degree from Princeton University and his A.M. degree from Columbia University. He has
served in the U.S. Senate since 1960. He was a sponsor of the Miller-Pell Metric Study Act
of 1968. He has sponsored metric conversion legislation in every Congress since the con-
clusion of the U.S. Metric Study, including S. 2483 that was passed by the U.S. Senate in
1972. He was sponsor of the metric provision in Public Law 93-380, the Education Act of
1974.

DR. RICHARD W. ROBERTS became the 7th Director of the National Bureau of Standards in
February 1973. At NBS, Dr. Roberts directed one of the largest, most versatila physical
science laboratories in existence. The staff totals nearly 3500, over half of whom are
professional scientists. Dr. Roberts received his bachelor's degree with distinction (1956)
from the University of Rochester and his doctorate in physical chemistry (1959) from Brown
University. His professional career began at the NBS where he served as a National Academy
of Sciences Postdoctoral Fellow (1959-1960). During his tenure at the General Electric
Company's Research and Development Center in Schenectady, New York (1960-1973), Dr. Roberts
moved from laboratory research .tc several successive management positions, culminating in
his appointment in 1968 as manager of Materials Science and Engineering.
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DR. THOMAS E. ROWAN ls Coordinator, Elementary Mathematics, for the Montgomery County
(Maryland) schools. He received his B.S. degree from Frostburg (Maryland) State College,
his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the University of Maryland. Dr. Rowan was a teacher of
mathematics and science for seven years, served as Mathematics Supervisor, Maryland State
Department of Education for eight years, and has held his present peosition since 1972. He
was organizer and Fxecutive Secretary, Citizen's Advisory Committee on the Metric System,
for the Montgomery County schools.

DR. EUGENE M. SCHANBACHER is Professor of Industry and Technology at Murray State Universit
in Murray, Kentucky. He received his B.S. degree from Northwestern Oklahoma University, hi
M.A. from Northern Colorado University, and his Ed.D., from the University of Missouri.

Dr. Schanbacher has directed metric workshops and taught metric classes at Murray State
University. He has been a consultant on many metric workshops and programs and is a fre-
quent speaker at metric conferences and civic clubs.

DR. CECIL R. TRUEBLOOP is Associate Professor of Mathematics Education at the Pennsylvania
State University. He received his B.S. degree from Shippensburg (Pennsylvania) State
College, his M.Ed degree in School Administration, and D.Ed. in Elementary Education from
Penn State University. Dr. Trueblood has published workbooks and journal articles in the
metric activity area.
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NBS TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS

PERIODICALS

JOURNAL OF RESEARCH reports National Bureay
of Standards research and development in physics,
muathematics, and chemistry. It is published irn two sec-
tiorna, available separately:

® PPhysics and Chemistry (Section A)

Papers of interest primar:ly to scientists working in
these fields. This section covers u broad range of physi.
cal and chemical research, with major emphasis on
standards «f physteal measurement, fundamental con-
stants, and properties of matter. lgsued 8iX times g
year. Annuval subscription: Domestie, $17.00; Foreign,
21,25,

¢ Mathematical Sciences (Section B)

Studies snd compilations destined mainly for the math.
ematictan and theoretical physicist, Topies in mathe.
matical statistics, theory of experiment design, nurier;.
cal analysis, theoretical physics and chemistry, logicu]
design and programming of computers and computar
aystems, Short sumerica! tables. lssued quarterly. An.
nual subseription: Domestic, $0.00; Foreign, 311.25,

DIMENSIONS/NBS {(formerly Technical News Hul.
letin)- Thas monthly magazine is published to inform
seientists, enginesrs, businessmen, industry, teachers,
students, and cunsumers of the latest advances in
science and technology, with primary emphasis on the
word ut NBS. The magazine highlights and reviews such
isstes a8 energy research, fire protection, building tech.
nology, metric conversion, pollution abatement, health
and safety, and consumer product perfurmance. In addj-
trom, it reports the results of Buresu programas in
oasurement ndards and techniques, properties of
rnatter and materinls, engineering standards and serv-
wes, mstrumentation, and sutomatic Jdata processing.

Annual subscription: Domestic, $9.45: Foreign, $11.85.

NONPERIOBICALS

Monographs-—Major contributions to the technical liter.
ature on various subjects related to the Bureau's scien-
tific and technical activities,

Handbeoks—-Recommended codes of engineering and
industrial practice (including safety codes) developed
in cooperation with interested industries, professiona]
organizations, and regulatory bodies.

Special Publications—Include proceedings of confer.
ences sponsored by NBS, NBS annual reports, and other
special publicutions appropriaté to this grouping such
as wall charts, pocket cards, and bibliographies.

Applied Mathematics Series—Mathematical tahles,
manuals, and studies of special interest to physicists,
engineers, chemists, biologists, mathematicians, com.
puter programmers, and others engaged in scientific
and technical work. .

National Standard Reference Data Series—Provides
quantitative data on the physical and chemicel proper.
ties of materials, compiled fsom the world’s literature
and critically evaluated, Developed under a world-wide

program coordinated by NBS. Program under authority
of National Staudard Data Act (Public Law 90-396).

NOTE: At present the principal publication outlet for
these data is the Journal of Physical and Chemical
Reference Data (JPCRD) published quarterly for NBS
by the American Chemical Society {ACS) and the Amer-
ican Institute of Physics (AIP). Subscriptions, reprints,
and supplements available from ACS, 1155 Sixteenth
St. N W, Wash. D, C. 20056.

Building Science Series—Disseminates technical infor-
mation developed at the Bureau on building materials,
vompaonents, systems, and whole structures. The series
presents regearch results, test methods, and perform-
ance criteria related to the structural and environmen-
tal functions and the durability and safety character-
iatics of building elvments and systems.

Technieal Notes—Studies or reports which are complete
in theniselves but restrictive in their treatment of a
subject. Anulogous to monographs but not so compre-
hensive in scope or definitive in treatment of the sub-
ject arca. Often serve as a vehicle for final reports of
work performed at NBS under the spunsorship of other
Fuvernment agencies.

Voluntary Product Standards—Developed under pro-
cedures published by the Department of Commerce in
Part 10, Title 15, of the Code of Federal Regulations.
The purpose of the standurds is to establish nationally
recognized requirements for products, and to provide
wll concerned interests with a basis for common under-
standing of the characteristics of the products. NBS
administers this program #s a supplement to the activi-
ties of the ptrivate sector standardizing organizations.

Federa! Information Processing Standards Publications
(FIPS PUBS)-—Publications in this series collectively
constitute the Federal Inforniation Processing Stand-
ards Reyister. Register serves iis the official source of
infurmation in the Federal Government regarding stand-
ards issued by NBS pursuant to the Federal Property
and Administrative Services Act of 1949 as amended,.
Public Law 89-306 (79 Stat. 1127), and as implemented
hy Executive Order 11717 (38 FR 12315, dated May 11,
1973) and Part 6 of Title 15 CFR (Code of Federal
Repulations),

Consumer Information Series—Practical information,
based on NBS research and experience, covering areas
of interest to the consumer. Easily understandable
language and illustrations provide useful background
knowledge for shopping in today’s technological
marketplace. .

NBS Interagency Reports (NBSIR)—A special series of
interim or final reports on work performed by NBS for
outside sponsors (both government and non-govern-
ment). In general, initial distribution is handled by the
sponsor; public distribution is by the National Technical
[nformation Service (Springfield, Va. 22161) in paper
copy or microfiche form.

Order NBS publications (except NBSIR’s and Biblio-
graphic Subscription Services) from: Superintendent of
Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington,
D.C. 20402,

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES

The following current-awareness and literature-survey
hihliographies are isaued periodically by the Bureau:
Cryogenic Data Center Current Awareness Service

A literature survey issued biweekly. Annual sub-
scription: Domestic, $20.00; foreign, $25.00.

Liquefied Natural Gas. A literature gsurvey issued quaﬂ
terly. Annual subscription; $20.00.

Supe'rcondur.ting Devices and Materialu. A literature

survey issue! quarterly. Annual subscription:$20.00.
Send subscription orders and remittances for the
preceding bibliographic services to Nationa] Bu-
reau of Standards, Cryogenic Data Center (275.02)
Boulder, Colorado 80302.

Electromagnetic Mctrology Current Awareness Service
Issued monthly. Annual subscription: $24.00. Send
subscription order and remittance to Electromagnetics
Division, National Bureau of - Standards, Boulder,
Colo. 80302,
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