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1. "Dominant” and "Transient”
Living Conditions in Urban and Rural Places

The concern of +this paper is investigation of rural
inhabitants! opinions of urban and rural life styles or,
more precisely, of those components which constitute the
wpackground® of human life activity, i.e. of socioeconomic
living conditions in rural and urban places.

Buman life activity, in its main manifestations, is the
same Jor rural and urban dwellers: in both contoxts people
work, study, consume goods and services, raise children,
satisfy their spiritual needs and the like. Each sphere of
life activity has the corresponding conditions. In this
respect, the set of objective living conditions is, to a
certain degree, universal and independent of place. But
with regard to quality, character, specificity of particular

kinds of human life activity manifestation, it is very

important to know in what context they are realized, in
city or country.

We have selected common conditions of human life activi-
ty and then specified them with reference to urban and rural
gettings (Table 1). o

The specific urban and rural conditions play different
role in determining urban and rural styles of life. Accord-
ing to this, all the above conditions can be divided, with
a certain degree of conventionality, into two groups (Table
2).

The first group is made by such living conditions which
are specific, unique and stable features of urban or rural

4
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life. We have termed them as Jominant conditions in oity
and counirys On the account of them bein& dominant in city
and country, respectively, they are polar, negative to each
other so that if condition A is peculiar to city, then to
6ountry(—A) is peculiar, The whole history of the existence
of rural and urban types of placea teatilies that with
regard to these conditions there always has existed a qua-
litative distinqtian between these styles of 1life.

The second group is made by=conditions of the same
nuture but differing either in level , or intensity, or,
else, degree of development. Unlike the former group, they
are not nogative, not polar, they cannct change into their
opposites, but can agsume different values ranging from
"0 and over". This group of conditions includes, above all,
those benefits of scientific~technological change which
historically, on the atrength of sbeeific functioning of
the city, stand out primarily as the property of city and
only after some lapse of time they become a feature of
rural tenor of life. "Not only implements but other new
productive forces also, including kmowledge at different
science levels, i.e. everything new which changes the basis
all this appeared as the creation of cities" (Sokolov,
1970: 184).,

Apart from this, over many centuries city hLas exploited
country without compensating or only little compensating
those physical assets which were coming to city from counw
try. As a result, technological, economic, cultural urbani-—
zation, i.e. nearly all types of urbanization have been
carried out in city at much higher rgtes than in country.

Living conditions of the latter group are not stable
components of rural and urban styles of life; they can
change, be transmitted, penetrate from country to city,
from city to country. We have termed them transient con-
ditions of urban and rural life.

Fig. 1 shows the relationship between the 1iving con=-
ditions of the both groups. The 301nt part of circles are
the conditions of the second group, i.e. transient ones;

6
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Novosibirsk province conducted at the Sector for Rural and _

Fis- 1

non-overlapping areas of the cixcles are dominant conditions.

2. The Hypothesis of the
Study and Methods of Investigation

The above approach to living conditions as dominant and
transient feature of life style allowed us to state and

- test the followlng essumption: the attitude of rural inha-

bitants toward urban and rural conditions is charactexized,
on the one hand, by considerable preponderance of positive
evaluations of dominant rural conditions and transient
urban conditjons; and, on the other, by considerable prepon-
derance of negative evaluations of dominant urban and tran-
pient rural conditions in the countryside. In other words,
for rural populaiion consisting of people whose best part
of 1life was spent in rural places, gattreactive 45 not the
urban way of life as such but those urban features which,
acoording to their nature, cannot be viewed as part and
parcel of the urban style alone; they are possible and
necessary in the'countryaide also but are a monopoly of ur-
ban places due to higher rates of technological, economic
and cultural urbanization in city than in country. At the
same time people are atiracted hy those features which are
integral part of rural life style.

This paper has been based on empirical data collected
in the questionnaire survey of the rural population of the

Urban Social Problems (Institute of Economice and Industrial.
; gl

3

i?v

R




©33N39p0OF 1TI9GE 93uSUAEFOI 03 GUNIW W G¥
gprogasnoy I3wapId JO IJUIETXP AL .»n.\du_».nlvoou
30 juemiIcese 3337dmoouy L13a puw wpood peywpIno
30 TOTISIT[#S PIITTIT UITA S3I030 Tel1aued aZuiTtA

03zn3e-pooy 3o puw sureisnd
wiepou JO wpood pexnyovinumm JO wO3ONTas
98297 qya odoye pazyIvIoeds 3o Jequnu 03187

DOT3TATION SInITOT
30 9SS PUW GIDTAIIG TVUOTIVGIOEI JO SGTEUNS

B0T37ATI0N SInsTeT OIdyIInm
9413904602 PUR GOOTAIEE TSUOTINAXOGI HTATITIM

{®90UyuaATOD TISPOW 3UOYITA @IENOY Ayramwg
-a1Puty) Furilesp [YUOTITPRI3 67 3mmIspuodaid

(995 TREATOD UISPOW UITM
suemyxwde) Suprraap yo adly uropom oy jusrepuodard

{Teuosees) Teasy Awd syquisuonw {ganoy BurRIoa
PIXTF-UOU :STOGY] EPTTPS-AOT JO SOTVTTWOPAIL

Iueuge
9603 *@SaUFNOAIIT ‘LIng fa¥T JO ased paxnEwdN

(zowdes oyl seeTpIuvdax) Aud ayquis $ginoy SuxIom
POXTF InoquT PATIFIF ATYAIY JO eoUwHTAOPIL

@eny ¢ BeougmoATsT ..E:A txofnb @y 8FIT JO o0vd

1023u0> TUES08 33}138 JIPUN AT TENPTALP

a7 383 3> 3IRF-0% 3 prR 3 30 e
KLIWITOD $03T 4 WEIOX ATIVam 339 SUOTINTIX wwun{
*g7qa oy anp fmopyarndod 3o az7e puw K378TIp MOT

1033009 -

{UUDTINITAGUT IOPUN OF TUNPTATPUT !POTITMISATYD
PUS SATFUVITT ¢ FNOWANOUW AX0 §IOUIMOD {TVMIOF
£1391138 oIu guotIwTEX Tweny ‘sTUL JO Yiduarie

ays wo {moyzeTndod Jo 8316 PUW Lyyeuep 4yBTH

'N..uouvnd.n Tarnem a1l3e TRINIDVITUIIN STQUIS

op1eIN0 IW3 YITA SUOTIVVUWOD PIITWT]

odudgpuey TPISTITHE :(se1liw [wInide)
—fyosaw) Boipring Jo odfy Y3 3O III0VINYD oymenlq

gUOTIEOTINMI0D TPUIOIXE JO &IJUES OF £311D

arcoysg [eUOTINWI0A JO IWy KyIasu pue
szoysn3F3sUT Fayarway I3y Jo adudeqe e3ardwnd

. SuUOTINTICUT
1e1osde L1wpuosss puww I3y JO TOIIVXIUOTOD YL

adoqe JO RIOAINT MOIIEK

odoys jo XI0230T 9PTA

su1a3jed [SINIINd {WHOT3IIPRI JO I2T8y
—s3arad ou3 S0TIT[108) TEINLIND JO JeqEnT STE@IUIN

sHOTIAOTUY TEMI
—1nd jo mopyviymisww uy K312 Jo Li1pxoyxd ayy f80333L
—398J [WINITNO EMOTIRA JO K310 UT UOTILIITedTOd oql

XI0a JO J23OTINYD TEUOSVIS ETUIATUT ‘TT06 YITA XRI0a
3933Tp ST WAeu3 XIoca Jo odfy Junzapuodexd :Lrjtmod
2q3 UTJITA IUSEAOURAPY TPUOTINANIV0-TU1I08 IO
#20TUYD PIAITATT PUS SaoR[d Fupiioa JO 338 PIAIET]

RIOM JO I930W
~I¥qo [vuogeas-Ton {£3177Q0W [UUOTIRINID0-TELI0W I9]
o3 Funizoddo peoIq pum 920uTd JuRIOA JO 308 epTA ¥

" suoy3ypUOD jueysURIL

- o -

STOTITPUOD JWNTTHOQ

£3xyanod

£3112

BTOTITPUOS ITSTSTWIF PUT JuWTTWOQ

2 et

O

IC

E

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



rable 2 (continuation)

city

Country

T.rszalent conditicns

Sufficient cuczoer cf secondary achools and chancea
for children to get educaticn in plsce of residen-
ce; high level of teaching in high schools

Insufficient number of secondary schools and dif-
ficulties for children to get education in their
place of residence; the level of teaching in sec-
ondars schools below the current standards

Developed network of health facilities: high level
of profeesional treining of aedical workers; wide
use of nodern scientific methods of medicel treat-
nent and diseage-prevention service

Insufficient number of medical facilities; shortage
of medical workers, their relatively low level of
professionsl training: underutilization of up-to-date
scientific methods of t t and dis prevon:
tion services

wide spread of consumar service facilities: the
diversity of this sphere: intensive use made of
ssrvice facilities by urban population

The absence of many services; nwnlo-dn»«»ouu“— char-
acter of many of the services and their underutili-
zation on this account by rurel populstion

Dense network of tramsport routes, roads with
pard covering: ésveloped intra-ciiy public trane-

port

Underdeveloped roads: their poor quality

¥airly mlti-storeyed bousea built of modern
building materials, air pollutica. overcrowing

Predominantly traditional wooden low-ceiling
buildinga: fresh air, apaciousness
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Engineering, Siberian Branch of the U«S.8.R. Aoademy of
Soiences) in 1972,

We have analysed the replies t~ four open=ended quesitions:-

"what do you like in rural life?"

"What do you dislike in rural 1ife?"

‘"What do you like in urban life?"

"What do you dislike in urban life?"
Theee items seem to be the most informative from the perspeo~
tive of the etated task, since they invite the respondent to -
evaluate oertain urban and rural oonditions in terms of
"like = dielike” whioh were later interpreted respectively
as negative or positive attitude of rural inhabitante
toward partioular living oonditioi:a. ‘

The replies to these questions ocan be olaesified into
two types: first, replies pointing out to speocifio living
oonditions with their evaluations and, seoond, the replies
oharacterizing rather the respondents themselves than the
objeot of their evaluation (neutral attitude, non-disori-
minating evaluation, positive or negative attitude towaxd
rural or urban as a whole, non-awareness in case of evalua-
ting urban conditions and the like). The percentages of
replies ocontaining indiocations to epeoifio living oonditions
in the total number of replies were as follows: of the
total (118.3%) replies to the item about positive rural
features, B85.1%; of the total (141.0%) about negative rural
features, 78.1%; of the total (141.3%) about positive urban
features, 108,1%; and of the total (117.7%) about negative
urban features, 76.0%. According to the purpose of our
analysis, we have selected only the replies of the first
type. -
The next step in testing our hypothesis was ldentifioa- .
tion of these replies with the pre-discerned (Table 2)
dominant and trensient rural and urban’ oonditions. This
procedure made it possible to compare positive and negative
attitudee of rural inhabltants toward these urban and rural
conditions. _ ’
. The information arranged in this manner is presented on

10
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soveral tables in whioh the relationship between positive
and negative attitudes toward dominant and trensient urban

“and rarel festures is seon.

3. The Attitudes of Rural Dwellers
toward Rurel Life Oonditlons

Now consider the Table oharacterizming the relationship
between positive and negative attitudes toward dominant
rural features (Table 3).

Table )
Attitudes of rural dwellers toward
dominant rurel features (%)

) Positive Negative
Noal Dominants of rural Persons Indioca-~|{Poxsons|Indioca~
life pvho men-tions |who in=|tions

tioned Jto this|dlocated}to this
this feature |thise feature
feature teature

1. |Ratural landsoape 36.4 | 25.8 | 2.5 2.1

2. |Meapured pace of life 16.0 11.3 - -

3. | Pace~to~face oontaots,
hbsenoe of anonymity, '
rigid sooiel oontrol 8.1 5.8 0.9 0.8

4, | Speocifioity of sgrioul~
tural work; work on
9011. with animals etc. 6.6 ' 4.6 . 1.2 1.0

5. | Iimited ties with the

outeide - - 0.8 0.7
6. | Iimited Bset of Jobs - - 1.3 1.1
Total 67.1 47.5 607 5.7

The oompdr:l.aon between poeitive and negativ.e\ ratings of
dominant rural features shows that the percentage of rural
dwellexrs who reported dominants of rural 1life atireotive
was ten times as high as of those who reported their nega-
tive attitude toward them. Among them, thoae who appreciated

. . suok dominants as natural landecape and neamess to nature

1
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were 14.6 times as many than those who rated this feature
negatively preferring perhaps "the lighte of the greaf
city".

Rural inhebitants positively rating face-to-face charac-
ter of contacts, lack of anonymity, rigid social control
were 9 times those who rated these conditions negatively
interpreting them as much scandal, "life in the public eye"
et. There existed a large disparity (5.5 times) between
rurel inhabitants who highly valued the work on soil, with
animals and felt pride in being "corn~growers", "bread-
winners" and thoSe who saw the farm work as "etermel dirt,
manure” etc.

Such dominant feature rf rurality aa‘measu;ed pace of
1life seems to have absolute value for rural dwellers since
not a single respondent reported negative attitude toward
it, whereas 16 percent named this feature as attractive.

A11 rural people were negatively oriented to such domi-
nants of rural life as limited connections with the outside
world and limited set of jobs. But their percentage was
very small - 0.8 and 1.3 percent of all who answered this
question, ‘

In sum, we can note that although the set of non-attrac-
tive rural dominants was somewhat.larger than.that'of]attracé
tive, the percentage of their advocates was fairly high to
attest to a Btronger attraction of rural dominant features
for rural people. ' .

Quite a different relationship of evaluations was ob-
tained with regard to transient rural features (Table 4).
Negative attitudes were obviously prevailing. On the whole,
the percantage of people who were opposed to tramsient rural’
features were about 4 times those who took them favourably.
There was only one exception, i.e. pxnivate households, where
positive evaluations prevailed (about 2.7 times). In effect,
it was the only attribute causing favourable reaction (con=.
siderably exceeding negative attitudes). As to two othex T
transient features~ type of building, village appearance
and pay level - the percentage of people who reported




P S

- ) Table 4
Rural peoplets attitude toward
transient rural conditions (%)

No. Transient‘rural Poaitive Negative
conditions Percentage | Percent~|Percent—-|Percent~
of people [age of |age of {age of
who named |this people ikis con-—
this con- |condi~ |who na- |di "on to
dition tion to |med this|all re-
all re~ |condi~ |ported con-
ported tion ditions
condi-~
tions
1. Private house- . )
, hold 17.6 12.5 6.6 5.5
2. Building, vil- _
lage appearance 0.3 0.3 6.3 5.3
3. Non-fixed work-
ing hours, low-
skilled heavy )
work ) - - 13.8 11.7
4. Pay level 0.1 0.1 1.6 1.3
5. Childrents edu-~
cational faci-
. lities : - - 1.5 1.3
60 Pﬂblic utilitieﬂ - - 13.1 11.0
Te Level of cultural .
services . - - 12.1 10.3
8. Level of distri-
pution of indust~-
rial and manufac- -
tured goods .- - 8.9 1.5
9, state of roads, ...
transpoxt services - - 4.7 4.0
0. Quality of medical ‘ : .
services - - | .2.8 2.3
Total 8.0 |~12.9 | 7.4 | 60.2
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" favourable attitude was negligible (0.3 and 0,1 percent),

Therefors, transient features of rural life caused mostly
negative attitudes seen in the percentage of rural people
who reported them and in the very set of these features,

4. Rural Peoplets Attlitudes Toward
Urbax Conditions

The comparison between poeitive and negative evaluations
of dominant urban conditions gave quite a different picture
than in case of rurasl dominant conditions. Here prevailing
was negat;ya attitude: the percentage of rurel people nega-
tively oriented to urban dominant features was 2.5 times
those who were attrasted by them (Table .5).

. Table 5
Rural peoplets attitude toward '
urban dominant features
ﬁ;}j&:ansient urban Posltive Negative.
conditions Percentage|Percent~ |Percen~ ' |Percen-

: of people |age of tage of (tage of
who named |this con-lpexrsons |this
this oon- |dition to|who na=~ {condi-
dition all named|med thig (tion to

. conditions|condition jall.
S named
condi-
jtions
1.|Quick pace of 1ife| . 1.3 2069 - e
2,|size and demsity - | 7 | V- . F
of population - ) o : LA
. |(overcrowd ) » 3.4 2,4 | .34.0 . 29,2
3,iConcentration of A _— ‘
teultural facili Lo
ties L 7.0 5.0 - -
4,|Presence and di- :
vexrsity of voca-
4ional education=- .
al facllities 101 0.8 - -
5.|Job diversity - 1.2 0.9 - -
6. |Anonymity and-se- "
cluded character B R
of contacts - - Tt 0,9.
_Total . 14,0 10,0 ‘"35.1’ 31.1
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‘Despite the quantitative preponderance of negative
ratings, however, their structural poverty is obvious: in
effect, negative ratings were.obtained only by one dominant
of urban life, i.e. congestion. At the same time positively
evaluated were, though in small percentesges, nearly all

"dominant urban conditions. Among them the highest percentage

had such characteristic as concentration of cultural acti-
vities. The remaining favourably evaluated urban dominants
were distributed more or less uniformly. It should be noted

that the percentages of positively rated urban features

were extremely emall as compared to the percentage of nearly
the only one negatively evaluated urban dominant, i.e. ovexr—
crowding. Thelr relationship is as- ‘follows: quick pace of
life - 1:32; overcrowding — 1:12; -concentration of cultural
facilities ~ 1:6; svailsbility and diversity of vocstionsl"-

Araining facilities -~ 1:37; wide cholce of Jjoba = 1:32, -

The reaction of rural people to transient urbsn features
was characterized by considerable preponderance of ppsitive
retings- they were 2,3 times as’ msny as negstive (Table 6)e

The highest percentage smong positively rated transient

Jurban features was obtained by such as highly-skilled and

leas heavy work; fixed working hours; diversity of recrea-

"tlonal services, wide possibilities for lelsure activities;

modern home conveniences. Thus, character ofswork and work-
ing hours in city were rated by .rural people only positively,
the number of positive ratings>of ¢onditions for leisure .
time activitles was 27,5 times the nuwher of negative ra-
tings, of public services 8.6 times. $i:+ rdiationship

shows that just these translent urban fictures cause the

,greatest gap between positive and negative evalustrons.

" The main bulk of negative ratings (slmost 50 percent)

:wss concentrated on conditions connected with the distri-

bution-of manufsctured goods snd, especially, food-stuffs.»
They .were 1. 3 times as many ss ‘positive -evaluations of
these conditions. The. presence of private household was
evaluated by rural people as highly beneficlal, and 1its™

“sbeence An clty which enteils the necessity to purchase\

‘15,




Table 6

Rural people's attitude toward’
transient urban conditions

No. Transient ur-

ban conditions

Percentage
of persons
who named
this con-
dition

Percentage
of this
condition
to all
named con-~
ditions

Percentage
of persons
who named
this con-
dition

Percen—
tage of
this cor
dition t
all name
conditic

2.

4.

6.

" T.

‘labour, fixed

Degree of mo-
dernity, air
pollution,
congestion

Diversity of
recreational
services; op-
portunities
for leisure
activities

High-skilled

working hours,
stable pay

Having to pur-
chase manufac~
tured gocds
ani foods in
shope; absence
of private
plot )

Modern public
services

Childrents edu~-
cational op-
portunities

Developed road
networks, intra-
city public
transport aa the
chief means of
conveyance
within city

Total

4.1

22.0

30.8

17.3

14.6

2,2

31.0
94.1

15.5

21.8

12.3

10.3

1.6

9.9

0.8

22.2

1.7

2.9
40.9

8.5

0.€

-19.1

1.4
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food and spend money make them see unfavourably these urban
conditions. Besides, rural people gave low ratings to the
quality of purchased food.

Rather high number of negative responses were givento
such transient attribute of urban life as air pollution
and overcrowding (39,9 percent), This figure is the more
essential because it is twice as high as the number of
positive ratings of the modernity level of urban 'life.

"But on the whole, transient urban conditions caused
rural people feel favourably.

5%« Conclusi [ E 8
(Testing the Hypothesis)

After tabulating totals in Tables 3-6 we are not far
from the conclusions supporting our hypothesis (Table 7).
: . ) Table 7
Rural people's ratings of dominant
" rural and urban conditions

ﬁgjiRural and urban conditions |Percentage of persons eva-
’ luating urban and rural

conditions L
positively negatizgly

1. |Dominant rural conditions 671 6.7

2. |Transient rural conditions 18,0 T1.4

3, |Dominant urban conditions 14.0 35.1

4, |Transient urban conditions LTS I 40.9

The relationship of the data in the first line of the
Table shows tenfold preponderance of positive attitudes of
rural people toward dominant rural conditions, whereas the
relationship in the second line of the Table (1:4) attests
to & highly critical attitude of rural people toward tran-
8ient rural conditions. A Quite reverse picture is the
relationship of data in the thixd and fourth lines: the
‘relationship of the 'third line (1:2,5) obviously is not

v
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'

in favour of positive ratings of dominant urban conditions,
and the relationship of the fourth line (2.3:1) tells us
that the overwhelming mejority of rural people appraised

‘the urban advantages of transient nature at their true

worth.

The resglts of the comparison of table data by columms
can also serve as evidence in support of our hypothesis.

It turned out that the percentage of rural people who ’posi-
tively rated dominant rural conditions waa nearly 5 times
that for whom more attractive were dominant urban conditions.
The number of. rural people, however, rating negatively the
rural dominant features was- only one-fifth the number of
rural people who criticized urban dominants. As far as
rural people's attitudes toward transient features axe
concerned, observed was the preponderance of positive
ratings of these conditions in city and negative in the
countryside. This relationship was presented as 5.2 : 1 and’
1.7 : 1, respectively. '

The results of the analysis enabled us to arrive at
the following conclusions: .

1. The conditions inherent to rural life and defined
by us as dominant rural conditions have favourable response
from most rural people .

2, Urban life was w.iractive for rural people by those
attributes which represent mostly changeable conditions -
and characterize the consequences of quicker rates of
urbanization in city against country rather than the es-
sence of urban life style. These are those attributes of
urban life which we have called transient. ’

Thus, we can assert that for rural people rural life -
is of independent value and the attractiveness of transient
urban featuxes shows rather their need that modern conve-~
niences be "transferred" into the countryside also.
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