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ABSTRACT
Conducted in four villages situated near Tarnow, a

large urban and industrial centre, this study examined the process of
change in the functioning of the rural family, as set against the
transformation c¢f their general living conditions brought about by
the socialist industrialization and urbanization in post-war Poland.
Issues studied were: family problems in country life; formation of a
nevw value system; new cultural demands and consumption patterns in
the villages; role of endogenous and exogenous elements in the
urbanization process; degree of realization of the social
consequences of this process; and concrete manifestations of the
process of adaptation of rural Poland to the changed situation,
namely, that of a socialist industrialized community. The sample
included 2 successive generations of rural families: 120 procreation
families (married 5 years or less) and 120 origin families (parents
and in-laws of the procreation families). It was found that the
process of change consisted--within the scope of a family--mainly in
a decrease of the determining effect formerly exerted by the
productive-econoric function upon the remaining omes, i.e., the
procreational, educational, securing, and integrational-expressive
functions, owing to the accessibility of extra-agricultural sources
of income and to the counstant decline of the significance of land as
a value decisive for a given family's living conditions. (NQ)

ke ke ke o o o o e o e o e e e e e ok e ok e e o sk ok ok oo s ok e e o o s ke s e e o 3ok 3 3k ke e o o o ek o ek ok s ok ok ok ok 3k ok o o sk ok ok ok
* Documents acquired by ERIC include many informal unpublished *
* materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort
* to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal *
* reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality *
* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available *
* via the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not *
* responsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions *
* *
* *

supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original.
e e e e e e o i ok o ok Sk o e o ok ok o o sk o ok sk e e ok sk o ok sk o s ok 3 ok sk ke ok ks sk o e s sk ok ok sl ke ok o ok sk e sk ok ok ok ok ok o ok




’ FOURTH  WORLD  CONGRESS  FUR  RURAL  SUCIOLAGY ’

“w Gy ouy e VM Gus G WED Chal RN G RS VRS My s WP N My SEN AGE GG At VMY GNP QU Iy AN NS MUt MNp @ o

Lucjan Koclk ~ Seminar 21

Ingtitute of Soclology The rurual

Jagiellonlan University faully today
N Cracow - DPOLAND

_ St Sredmba $2

US OEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.
EDUCATION & WELFARE
NATIDNAL INSTITUTE OF

EDUCATION

THIS OOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO-
OUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIG!N-
ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS
STATEO DO NOT. NECESSARILY REPRE-
SENT OFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EOUCATION POSITION OR POLICY

The so0cli&8l consequsnoes
0of the ohanging funotions
of the rur'alni’amily

in post-war 'Pola‘gd

c;:;! S o Bae e M em Gem ke TR GEn G Ghm Snd iy AN W Swe YU Gud YEn SaO SR s WEy e MNP G A Ay AT ORY ales

. 913 AUGUST 1976 TORUN - PO LA ND




I, Introductory considerations

D e e e e LI P Py

The socialist industrialization
and urbanization of Poland have caused rapid socio - cultural
changes 1in the countryside, manifesting themselves 10 all ag-
Pests of village life and embracang the entire continuum from
material culture to social consciousness,
These changes have appeared very markedly in the spheres of beha-
vior, attitudes, aspirations, and expanding perspectives of the
rural family, For this reason also, we can best analyze these
problems directly through the aid of empiracal studies,
In the last five years, one can observe in our country a growing
concern with family processes aot enly by scholars in thelr
respective fields, but also by government officials,
Despite this fact, however, we are still faced with a lack
of extensive research on this topie, The existing literature
doeg not yet give us a full picture of functioning of +the fami-
ly in contemporary Poland, nor does it show explicitly the ten -
dency in which these chaages are headed, The mein obstacles
in this regard have been: 1/ the wide diversity of applied
methods of empirical research, 2/ the lack of agmcement'as to
the exact meaning of our conceptual terminology, 3/ the differ-
ent dagrees of complexity of variocus analyses and their level
of generatity, and 4/ the lack of continuows investigation
of the same communities, all of these factors making cemparative

research very'difficult;
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T1. Mie rural family in the light of some statistical data

——en o

Or the aproximatoly 7 869 000 families in Poland, nearly
45,3%% presently live in countryside, The average number of
persongs in the rural fsmily amounts to 5,87 / for the urban
family 3,03 /. Aproxinately 22.6% ol rural families are compo-
sed of extended families of at least three generations, while
respective urban statistic amounts to merely 10%.
The number of extended families increases in direct proportion
to the size of the farm, The charakteristic leature of rural
Poland remains the fact that the individual, private farm holding
1s still cleary dominant, ALL The members of the rural family

form a singleAprdauctive unit. This is especially true for the

larger farms where the demand for manual labor is significantly

increased as a result of the generally low level of mechaniza-
tion, Farm work, or in other words the economic or productive
function of the family,has a very important influence on the
rural social structure and its general life conditions,

The intensity of these influences largely depends on the size

of landholding, In this regard it is important to mention that
obout 27.3% of the rural families /i.e. about 7 millioﬁ families/
own Tarms which provide only a secondary o additional source

of support, These farms,as a rule,are not larger than aproximate-
ly two hectares, The next category of rucal families is composed
of that group possessing farms, which give them a primary but

nol sufficient source of support., These families comprise about
20% / or 700 000 familics/, and possess farms ranging in size
from 2 to 5 hectares, The members of both of these categories
of rural families ace thus forced to.seek non agricultural

sources of income, maxnly 10 industry.
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In turn these people gradually acquire aspirations tending
towards the Tormation of more permanent cormnections with the
city in the future., According to the opinioh of this group,
work on the farm is increasingly seen in a negative light,
as only those who are strong and stupid want to remain,

In summation, the influence of the oity and urban medel of

life most directly atfect these two cutegories of rural families,

ITI, Changes in the functions of rural families., Results of

my investigation,

My main objective here is to present the brocess of cheaenge
in the functioning of the rwral family, as set against the
transformation of their general living conditions brought about
by the socialist industrialization and urbanization in post-war
Poland,

My investigation was carried out in four villages situated
st 8 - 16 kna, south of Ternow, a 1aige urban and industrial
centre, My research in these villages entailed the analysis of
two successive generations of rural families related to each
other by blood or marriage, namely, 120 procreation families
/ i.e, taken here to denote 5 years or less of marriage/ and
120 origin families / i;e. the parents and in-laws of the proc-
reation famlilies/, This permitted us to study the changes taking
place in the funéfioning of rural families in their family-and-

environmental aspect on the one hand, and in
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their inter ~ generational aspect, on the other, thus allowing
us to interpret the character of the ekamined reality in a dynae-
mic way, The analysis of family problems in country 1ife has
served as a starting - point for a more extensive analysis of
more general issuses, such as: 1/ the formation of a new value
systemy, 2/ new cultural demands and consumption patterns in
the village communities, 3/ the role of endoﬁenous and exogeng.-
us elements in the process of urbanization, 4/ the degree of
Tealization of the social consequences of this process, and
2/ concrete manifestations of the process of adaptation of rural
Poland to the changed sltuation, namely, that of a soclallist
industrialized community,

Strongly emphasizing the analysis of empirical material
I bave found, that the process of the discussed changes consists
~ within the scope of a family - mainly in a decrease of the
deternining effect formerly exerted by the pfbductivel— economic
function upon the remaining ones, such as the procreationad,
educational, securing, aﬁd integrational -~ expressive functions,
owlong to the accessibility of extra - agricultural sources
of income and to the constant decline of the significance of
land as & vulue decisive for a given fanily’s living conditions,
These factars also determine the wost vital characteristics of
the process of‘family thanges, which - in the roughest outiine .
consist in a transition from an existence explicitly determined
by the type of farm and the character of the local community -
to an existence in constant alternstives and chances for promo-
tiomn dependent on jindividual skill and the amount kind of work

-

undertaken by each family,




The reference system for the strongly developed aspirations of
the villagers for consumption goods and cultural and civiliza «
tional attaluments is the town and models of behaviour ¢issemi~

nated by the mass media: it should be borne in mind, moreover,
thati the rate of growth of these aspirations considerably exceeds

the possibility of meeting these demands within a rucal community
and by agricultural labor only,

As a.result, the ruval family successively sheds its features
as a productive collectivity, to a growing extent assumina those
of a cllectivity linked together by personal ties,

In the situstion when agricultural work is combined with work

in industry, the villagers very often adopt a consumer's atti -
tute to their farm, which is usually treated as a source of

" free " gubsisvence, Also, with a'growing frequency, the local

position of rural families is being determined by extra - rurail
criteria, competing successively with the prestige factor foun-

ded on the possession of land, the latter ih many cases preven-
ting the achievement of the urban models of everﬁday life,

The farm, losing its * extra.~ temporal " value in the traditio-
nal meaning, maintains on the one hand its value as the family?ts
commous possession, protected by moral and customary sanctions,
while on the other hand it begins to take on a more typicall

- profesgsional character, This is cleaf&evident in the carrying
out of the securing function, The latter compvises.'among
athers, the socially recognized and commonly practised custom

off " fefund " payment by the family members staying on the farm

to those leaviag for town life or for work in industry,
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The " refund ¥ 1institution is an example of a conflict betweon
two value systems, between the traditionally counceived security
and the requirements of up-to-date rational producfion.
The decline of the determining influence of the traditional
forms of farming entails the autonomization of the prooreative
function, The traditionally admitted models of such~-and=such
number of children per family, deprived of their economic and
productive motivation, acquire an emotivée one, expressing the
wish of ensuing happiness to one'’s family and to one's children-
/i.c.prosperity and a suitable social position,

The process of autonomization of the procreative function
1s accompanied by the intensificatlon of the educational function
of the family, mainly as regards the care of ohildren and the
mee%ing of their economic requirements, increasingly determimed
by urban stendars, The present - day educational ideal pursed
by rural famllies comprises a number of elements stressing tha
individual’s training and ability to take part in the life and
actlvities of an open community, with a marked orientation
towards an extra=local and extra-rural environment,
This, however, is not coupled with a proper understanding of
the requirements set forth by contemporary society in the field
of education, ‘The resulting frequent discords between parents
and their children are attenuated by a gradual disappearance
of the formalized family structure,

The <transition from integration based upon composité produc

: elements
tive - economic to integration founded upon personal, emotive
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factors, entalls the formation of the integrational-expressive
function, In its present stage it monifests itself in the
most marked way 1in the fact that certain institutionalized
ways of behaviour either disappear giving way to others, or
lose their formalized character becaming spontaneous means of
emotive expregsion and family ties, Such changes can be seen
for example in the social rules of greetings, manners and
etiquette, such as in the custom of kissing the hand in the
reguired social circumstances,

The contemporary transformational processes so rapidly
undergone by young families in large measure are nothing more
than a deepened and accelerated continuation of the process
of change which had already been taking place in the families
of thelr parents,

Contrary to the predominant trend in Polish sociological
literature tending to mutually oppcse these two generstions,
T have investigated the interconnections between them, regardimg
both the system of values as well as the functioning of family
life, These interconnections are now expressed by a dialectical
transitional coexistence and by the occurence of fréguent
clashes between the opposed elements representing, respectively,
the traditional psst and contemporary reality: as a result, the
present-day picture of country life and of $ts culture has a

markedly dishesrmonious character,




IV. Some more general séEial consequences of the changing

R

function of the rural family

.

In the present stage of rural iransformation, the intiltra-
tion of urban values and modela of behavior take on a simultane-
ously harmonius and disharmonious character, both ip the sphere
of material culture as well as soclal conscioussnesa,

On the one hand, we find a trend towards mutual coexistence
and blending of wrban and rural elements; while on the other
hand, there result a strong element of conflicting values, resul-
ting from the many contradictory elements of social life,
This suggeéts a situation in whioch the hopes and aspiratiouns
of the rural inhabitants are often greater that the present
level of the economic realities of our society, The urban
models clearly outreach the economic and c¢ivilizational develop-
ment of the countryside, and of course, do not possess a genetioc
association with their life conditions, Although such urban
models are commonly accepted in the countryside, they usually
remain hanging in 2 *“cultural vacuum" , as if existung on the
border of two opposing environments, city and villgge. still
markedly contresting with each other in our society. )
As a result, such urban models are not gemerally realized and
applied, neither in the daily lifes of the villagers, nor even
‘on the surface on prestige level,

In a very clear way, this pertains above all to the many
elements of méterial culture, especially with regard to manufac-
tured products, often being used not so much for raising the

standard of 1iving, as for the purpose of satisfying rural

Ay
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acpications to equate their own villiage life with life in the
city. There results a ditferentiation of forms of family struc-
ture, and together with it, ot attitudes, needs, and models,
whereas kn traditional rural socleties these feutures were more
cleacy an harmony,

We can see from thls that the modern Polish vlillage and Itg
sulture posuess a distinctively disharmonious character,
Generaily speakimg, cultural disharmony conceals within 1tselfl
important possibilities for the intensification of tarm produc-
tlon. G reat chanceg here 11e in taki-
n g ad.van'tage of the Strongly awake-
Ned needs and ag Pirations of ruraliy
Soeciety, especially regarding the potentialities of

intreducing medern technology into the countryside,
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