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ABSTRACT

The new Youth Act passed by the People's Chamber of
the German Democratic Republic (GDR) in 1974 assumes that the
interests of young people concur with the interests of their
socialist society and state, for it reforms the rights and conditions
for the further development of young pecple and defines their duties
and respomsibilities in terms of State contributions. Consequently, a
10-year comprehensive polytechnical school is compulsory for all
youth, and all citizens in responsible positions have the statutory
duty to entrust young people with overall social tasks comparable to
their knowledge/capabilities. In view of various sociological
analyses indicating that improved material and cultural living
conditions and practical experience in the socialist democracy are
primary concerns of GDR youth, the State has provided on-going
educational opportunities, cultural centers, a voting age of 18,
socialist youth participation mechanisms, etc. #While there are no
fundamental features separating agricultural from other youth
vorkers, socioclogical studies show agricultural youth attitudes
include: a positive appreciation of their work; a direct correlation
between their role in agriculture and the industrialization of
agriculture; and a genuine desire to use the knowledge gained via
their education. GDR agricultural emphasis is on training youth for
modern machinery, responsible jobs, and management, {JC)
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Or. Guenter Tittel

Or. the socilal atatus and carg=r prespzcte of youth in agri-
culture in the GDR

At present, about 2,898,000 young pecple live in the
Gersman Democratic Republic {Gﬁﬂ)cl)a ‘That is 17 per cent aof )
R s =
thas GDR's population that are to be rogarded as youny citizansg*)

From o statistical viewpolnt, the propertion of wouth in
the totsl populption of the 67 aplready iladicater thot these
wounn titizena repeesont » sirr ifican® ferce In ooy saciely,
Both the place snd social status which they hold in society
=gflact, to & large extent, the relatisnship hetwoen the so-
cialist skate and the leading party of the Gerammn Democratlc
Republic, the SEQ, and wouth,

The young genspation in the GDR accomplished end s%ill
does accomplish great achiewvemente in economic, political .and
cultural life, It eontributes a cunsaidersble usount to the
development of this soedalist statz, Regardless of sccial
status, professionzl position, world outlock or belijef, young
people, like all other citizems in 3 sociallst soci=ty, enjoy
@aterial and secial sgcur’ty, and have svery oppoertunity te
develop their talents anmd obilities in their professional and
personal lives, There are no unemployed in the GOR, The lives
of younq people are free Trom fear of losing their 1ivel ihesd
or of simply having no prospecto for the future,

{13caieﬁlstéd'ffﬁﬁzwétatiatiéaiivear Beok ﬁfrfhérﬁerﬁaﬂ Deno-
cratic Republiec, 1975, Berlin: Staatsverleg der DOR 1975,
o, 389

2)there are rother great differences in the concept of youth
and the youth age-group especially in bourgeois 1iterature, In
the German Dewocrat ic Republic, tﬁa,vien is adopted (and in so
doing we proceed from objective social @onditions for the
development of young people in our society) that the characte-
ristic social process of Jdevelopsent of young psople takes
place mainly between the ages of 14 and 25, Hence all projette
for and promotion of the young spply te that agegroup,
Paragraph 57,1 of the GDReYouth Act laya dowo that “young per-
sons in terps of this Act are all citlzens of the German Demo=
eratic Republic up to the age of 25 years.” (Youth Act of the
CDR of 28 Jenusry, 1974. Berlin: Stantaverlag der DOR 1974,
p. 61)
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Such basic righto as the right to work, to sn education, re-
creasion and lelsurs-time as well ns the pelitieal rights, eg.
tiove a volce in decision-making on state ond economic affairs,
are enshrined in the GDR3 legislstion and have beer fuliy en-
forced for young peaple,il) Satisfying the notural desire of the
young generstlon for proce, o Goelal security , joy ond
Neppiness ia a major anpect of government policy.

This applics sl3s0 fully to yauth in socialist agriculture,
These young people are an iaportant soeclal force fip economic
and aocial changes takimc place inm the countryside, At the sams
time. they have secdre ¢! reer prodpects in the sozialist agri-
atl ture of the GDR, This indicates that they work unijer the same
ilving conditiong and have the ssme prospects of promotion as do
any young pecple engag2cd in eny c¢ther form of werk,

The new Youth Act pasuesd by the Fecple’s Chaober, the
GOR's suprepse repreg2zntative body, in 1274, reformulates the
~ights ond Sopditleas for the further development of young
people as well as their dutles ond responaibility in line with
the level of development attained by the soelalist society,
and refera to the problems related to building an sdvanced
aocialist soclety, This Youth Act () proceeds from the hasie
smasumpticn that the interests of young people concur with the
interests of their socialist scciety and their state of workers
and Farssrs,

One of the most interesting sociological facis ls the

high level at which youth identifies itself with its socialiat
atate,

(Dthe basic rights of the young generantion were laid down only
four monthkc after the Founding of the German Democratic Republic
in the ‘Law of 8 February 1950, o the participation of young
people in the development of the German Democratic Republie
and the sdvancement of young people at school, in a career, in
sport and recreation,*

(ngaung people played an active part, together with all the
other citizens, in the preparation of the new Youth Act adopted
in 1974, The public debate on the law was conducted over se=
veral months and more then £.4 million citizens expressed their
opinions on the law in 240,000 public meetings,

4
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What are the reoaons for this?

The japlemontatien of the bosic ecenomic, political and
social rights of young people has provided certoin cbjective
and daclajve prexequinites for thio identification. At the enme
tima, the snforcemmnt of thess baslc righte waas, and still is,
ologaly connected to the craation of the raquisits conditions
for thelr realization.

What is at stake, for instance, is not only io provide,
the legal basia for the active and creative lnvolvrzent of
young people at their place of work and the use of all
opportunities and forms of socislist democracy, The Laek lisc
in the fact that young people be given ruch condltions o8 allow
them -0 make a responsible eontributien, within thelr copa-
bilities, in the work process towards achieving pol it ieal snd
social olms and tasks and to take part in contrelling pro-
dustion in their employing firm. For this reasen, nrquel
epportunicies for an education given to all young peaple through
compulsory ten-year comprehensive polytechnical achooaling
which forms the core of the GDR 4 socialist educetion system,
are a vitgl prerequisite. On the basis of such an education
imparted to all young people in town and country alike irrespect-
ive of their social background these young people have the
chance to choose a career according to their interests and
social requ irements, and as 8 result of their education, they
are able to take advantage of socialist democracy.

all people in responsible poaitions in government and
socinl organisations, schoole, natlonally owned enter)rises and
production cooperatives, have the statutory duty to entrust
young people with overall social tasks which correspond to their
knowledge and capabilities, so that they csn prove their worth
by successfully carrying them out. and which will enable them
to meet new complex social demands of the future. In iine with
our Marxist-Leninist attitude towsrds youth, the task of an
all=round up-bringing, education ax advincement of young people
through the lr teachers as well as executive official and wa-
nagers, is seen as a Fundemental social task, the ayccessful
fulfilment of which ia direectly linked with the future of the
eountry. In their youth policy, the socialist state and the SED,
as the leading party in the GDR, EEE guided by the objective

J
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requirement of including each subsequent generation in the so-
clal revoluticnary proceess, This poliey is based on the fact
that In the construction of sociolism ond communism there is
no contradiction between the different generations, the
ao=ca:led generation gap. “Cn the contrary, the enlightened
part of the working-class fully understands that the Ffuture

of its cleas ond thus of humanity depends entirely on th~
up-bringing of the coming working-class generatian.‘(l}

This Marxist-Leniniat view on the young generation is
manifested in many ways in theory and practice under contem-
porary conditions, In the GDR, it finds its practical applicat-
izn in thnt en incrcacing amount of rosponsibilivy is tronoformd
to youth in fulfilling important economic tasks. More than
1,500,000 young ps2ople are working in the GDR's national
ecenomy, It is important to develop a variety of wasys and
Beans, which are specific of the
active encouragement of youth and tske account of their diffe-
rent peculiarities and intereats, to enable youth to live up
to their responsibilities,

For example, it is posaible that administrative and economic
departments, in cooperation with the Free German Youth (Fnj)gg)
hand over to youth projects of material production. In 1974,
there were almost 70,000 asuch youth projects in the GDR, of

which the young people themselves were in chargegca)

Another form of active, responsible involvement in pro-
duction is ensured by youth work teams, known here as youth
brigades. Such brigades comprise mainly, young workers or
cooperative farpera, engineers and epprentices, Sinece 1971,
the number of youth brigades has risen by over §00Oto 20,328, (%)

ci)ﬁgrl Marx: Inatructions for the delegates of the rovisional
Central Council on certain teplcs. In “Marx/Engels Werke 6d,16°
Berlin: Dietz 1973, p, 194

cg)Thq FDJ is the united snd independent youth organization of the
GDR. In 1974, it had 1,824,000 msmbera.

‘(cf, Klaus Franke, Gerhard Krause: *Kommunisten Jsnd Jugend in

er DDR® (Communiats and Youth in the GDR), Berlin: Dietz

1976, p. 15)

() 1b1d, ~
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special dieploys called *Young Innovators Exhibitions”,
whica ore organized for ond by GDR youth, are s real testing
ground for their creative drive, thelr desire for recognition
of their achievements and a prime example of their will to
break new ground. Theee exhibitions enable schoolechildren, stu-
dents, apprentices and young skilled workers to show their
efforta in the fields of the phyaical, natural and social
sciences, in research and technology. In 1974 alone, nearly
two million schoolohildren, students, apprentices and young
skilled workers took part in "Young Innovators Exhibitions®
and worked hard to produce about 400,000 exhibits which gained
social recognition and represented a high econcaic pﬁafit.cl)

The organized participation of young peeple in central
building projecta in the GOR or cutside the country has also
proved to be useful in encouraging youth to take over responsi-=
bility in the production process, Thus, that asection of the
natural gas pipeline from Orenburg to the western frontier of
the USSR, the central building project in the sociaslist econo-
mic integration scheme, for which our republic is respensible
waa given over to the youth of the GDR as a central youth
projeck,

Results of various sociological analyses show that the
following are the most important factors in the attituds
of young paople towards their socialiat stata:

Eirst:the fact that they directly experience the manifold
effects of successful daily work in their private lives
*hrough a considerable improvement in their material and

zultural living conditiona,

school ing, vocatlenal training, study courses and
further education programmes enable GDR youth to assimilate
continously political, professional and specialist knowledge
and skills, In 1974, there were 136,417 students at universities
and colleges, 65,248 of which women (i,e, 80,6 students at uni-
versities per M 000 of the population), In the same year,

Y(Dee, *Jugend, FDI,Gesellschaft™ (vouth, FDJ, Society)
Berlin: Verlag Neues Leben 1975, p. 236
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154,299 students were enrolled at technical colleges (en-
gineering collegea) in the GDR;fl) The social compousition of
students corresponds to the aocial class structure in the GDR,

The state's efforts towards safeguarding material con-
ditions for 8 purposeful use of icisure-time, that is social,
sporting and cultural activities of younq people, are both
manifold and comprehensive. For exapple, between 1972 and 1975,
more than 100 youth hostels were modernized and 13 built,
During the same period, the government made available more than
110 miliion marks for the erection of central hol iday~camps,

and more than 1,000 new sports centres were opened up,cg)

Expectations Ffor mportunitiss and conditions for &

purposeful use of leisure time are as greatly diversified os
the differing intereats and needs of young people. Therefore,
the forms ond measures taken by government, socisl organizations
and young people themselves to creale these upportunities and
condition=z for a senaible use of leisure time are also of a
very varied nature. There are
~- rooms or clubs in Firms, schools, universities, in towns

and villages, where young people can enjoy each other's

company;

~= differunt types of interest groups, where young workers,
cooperative farmers, atudents sand school-children ete., can
further develop their interests;

-= apecial theatre and concert performances for interested young
persons;

-~ manifold opportunities for sporting activities in sports'
groups run by firms, achools and universities, sport clubs
and training centres;

= continuous efforts by the state to promote literature and
drama corresponding to the greowing interests and needs of

youth.

See: Statistical Year Book of the GDRr, 1975, pp. 337-339
(2)see: Egon Krenz: "Die junge Generation der DDR" (The young
generation in the GOR). In "Probleme des Friedens und des So-
zialismus™ (Problems of peace and socialism), Berlin 18 (1975)
7, p. 915
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second: proetienl experience of socialist democracy is of
iépﬂft&nee in the relationship between youth and its socio-
liat state, The practical experience of socialist democracy
within their employing firm is especially important for
young working people,

Sociological experiments repeatedly show that taking
sccount of their interests when plans sre discussed, parti=
cipation in the socialist emulation campaign, exercising public
control in their firm and participation in meetings when the
firm's manager gives his report of activities, all correspond
to the inteceats of young people. These interests as producers
are thus harmonized with their role as owners of socialist
property. [t enhances their urge to mesimi.ate greater poli-
tieal aud specialist knowledge, and furthers the need for ac-
tive participation in and shared responsibility for
sccamplishing new complicated tasks, both directly in thair
day-to-day work, and also in fulfilling the more far-reaching
social taaks facing their firm or region,

At the age of 18, young people in the GDR have the right
to vote, and can stand for election ts *he peuple's represent-
otive bodies and the social bodies of ti.. state, even to the
supreme body of power: the Peonle’s Chamber,

17.9 § all nembers of parliament and local government
(People’'s Chamber, counly, district, tnwn, boreough and
conmunity assemblies) and members of cowmissions and working
groups of county assemblies are younq people, 6.2 % alone
being in the People's Chamter of the GDRE(l) The Free German
Youth (FDJ) has its own parliamentary group in the Feople's
Chamber.

The FOJ constitutes an independent organization for young
people in the GDR, which consistently represents their intereata
in firms and representative bodies at all levels, This youth
organization follows the political line of the working class
and its Marxist-Leninist party, the SED, S0 the necessary

théal&ﬁiafed from: Statistical Year Book of the German
Democratic Republic 1975, pp. 433-441
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groundwork has been laid that basic social interests of young
people can be put into praoctice. Cloee cooperation between
government departments and the FDJ moke it posasible to take
increasingly more account of such special characteristics and
interests of the youny generation as their thirst for knowledge;
their desire For education, recognitien and social contact,
their creative d-ive and optimistic expectations for the fu=-
ture, etc, Party ond government continucualy devnte attention
to the special features of young people brought about by their
age, The SED and the socialist state of the GDR take intao
account Lenin’'s warning not to overlook the speciasl features
of yauth,a)

Taking account of the special in the work with youth
has nothing in common with such conceptions that see youth as
a group in itself, as an isolated socinl foriz, as an independent
class, Marxism-Leninlsm regards youth ss an inseparable compo-
nent of human society, the social structure of which is not
based primarily on age groups, but upon its socio-econoric
fuundations and the classes c©n4 strata resulting therefrom,

As streased at the beginning, there ore no fundamental
special features separating young people working in the GDR's
agriculture from any other occupstional group,

A typical characteriatic of young cooperative farmers
and workers engaged in this fleld of our nationsl economy
(they make up 9.6 per cent of the total workforce amployed
permanently in socialist agriculture) is what they hzve

in common with all the other members of sociaslist society,
Their rights, dutles, role and responsibility are exactly the
same as those of the other members of the younger generation,
At the same time, they have a specific responsibility for
fulfilling the tasks of agriculture because of the place ‘hey

P
(1)y' 1, Lenin: *Jugend - Internationale® (Youth - Internatjonal)
in: Works, Vol, 23, p, 164, Berlin: Diatz 1978

10
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hold in the syastem of social production and becous= of their
vocational training, and so have a epecial shere in the succeso
scored in the development of socislist agriculture.Sociological
studies have confirmed repestedly that young people in agri-
culture are keenly prepared to cooperate in an active and
respons ible way in developing and orgsnizing Intensive in-
dustry like agriculture,

Having been brought up in the apirit of the working class
within the fragework of the socislist educstion system and
poasens ing the same basic knowledge as young industrisl werkers,
young skilled farmers and workers in agricultural enterprises
represent & major forse within the class of cooperative farpers
ond that part of the working class engaged in agriculture,

Of those under 25 who were permancntly working in socia-
list agriculture in 1974, 4.7 per cent were university or
technical colleye graduates, 1.4 per cent had a supervisor’s
certificate and 71,3 pér cent held a certificate qualifying
them as skilled worker. So 77.4 per cent of youth in socialist
agriculture had already cospleted training in 1974, )

Work teams and panagesents of agricultural enterprises
carry great responsibility for the proper use of the availsble
educati..al petentisl, and for the systematic prosotion and
the employment of young people according to their qualification
in the agricultural production process and In the social life
within the region.

Results of sociological studies show the following trends in
tgg,atﬁitng,efinUng people to work in agricultural entreprises:

For young pecple employed in agriculture, intereat in agqricul tur-
al is 8 baajo flatura, e expreased
in the positive approach to work by the vast eajority of young
people, in the close connection with the farm, in the desire
for information snd consultation on questions related to their
cljﬁaleulatﬂd from: "Qualifizierungsberichterstattung nach

g C .
Eigentums formen in der sozialistischen Landwirtschaft 19747
(Report on educational standards according to different foros
of ownership in soclalist agriculture, 1974)
Berlin: Staatliche Zentralverwaltung fir Statlstik 1374

Vol. 1, p. 1
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farm or enterprise and in the active participation in the
shaping of suitable working and living conditions,

Almost without exception, young people see the further
development of their personal career as directly connected

with the transition to industrislized production in the GDR's
agriculture. Questionnaires completed by and interviews with

&ﬂung cooperstive farmers and agricultural woerkers confi-med
repeatedly that their thinking and behaviour, the ir resdiness
to work continuously in agriculture is basically in line with
the knowledge, conviction and own persocnal experience that
work becomes less hard, morc creative and invalves more respon-
sibility, so that it becomes more attractive and interesting,
when agricultural production is further industrialized, At the
some Lime, studies indicate that young people expect much from
working and living conditions. They expect such working and
living conditions in agricultural enterprises which will bring
about the desired creative, responsible and phiaizally easier
work, This includes a large saount of responsibil ity given

to youth for the expert operation and maintenance and the
effective utilization of machinery, piant and buildings, At
the same time, they take for granted such socinl achicvements
of socialism as granting a statutory holiday, providing re=
gularly lunch at the firm's canteen, ~egular work and leisure
time etc., in return for their work in agriculture,

Thgrqsiﬂrigxipf,yGUQg,pgpplg genuinely wish to use the
knowledge gained from their education. Two aspects of this
are uppermost in the minds of young people employed in agri-
culture, Firat, they want to be able to master and expertly
hendle modern machinery and techniques and to organiz und
control industry like methods of produetion. Second, they
wont and are prepared to make active use of all the forms and
opportunities of socialist democracy in their agricultural

entreprise and moreover in the region.

Wwith the progressive intensification of agricultural
production and the better provision of Agricultural Production
Cooperatives and cooperative estsblishments with modern crop
production equipment and the construction of liveateck

12
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production plents increasingly objece dve cong Ations are created
in most of the agricultural ent*rprigen to satisfy such
expectations.At places, where product don Fais alresdy been
industrialized, one person is often retpormsible For fixed
assets worth of up to half & pillfon emirkss or nnr‘aicl)

Experiences gathered epecially by work feams, which made
most headway in integrating young pegple inte the agricultural
enterprise and in employ ing then actording to their qualificatlion,
indicate:

The all=round achooling of young fpeoprle a3 well 88 their
further training as specisl #sts in opesrating crop and 1iv ock
production equipment enables then to eseet the demenda mave upon
them in the preparation and master-ing of fmdusteiaslized pro-
duction processes in agriculture, Sociolog ital studies show
that the active involvement of young cooperitive faprmers and
workers in the preparation and organiz atiom of indusErimlized
production provess desands First and Foremost that ghe
managements of social ist state farms pad coope rot ives tackle
the following taaks:

Eirat it is necesssry to create acctor-ding to the lewel of
development reached in the tra aition to jrduskry il pro-
duction as many opportunities a8 powible ®£0 put qualified and
trsined young persons to weok with nodern omech dnery, In crop
productiion, this means mainly that youm) peple take charge of
such mobile machimes &8 coab ine harwagtorg for ceregls, potstoes
and beet, powerful trensport vebhicles ete,

Second it is imperstive to entrust youry coper—at dve farmers
and workers with concrete, responsible -tagls at= key sectora
of the social ist intensification progrome g the transition
to industry like productiva. THese tasks maust make great
demands on the politicol, vecstional or spestialist knowledge
of youth and are a valuagble tesEing-grcind for the further so-
cialist developeent of their persomslity.

(1)53,3 Gerhard Gronebeérg: "Reds auF demw Koreiref> junge r Genas-
senschaftabauvern und Ar‘ge iter der Lind—, Fosrst— urad Nahrungs-
giterwirtaschaft der DOR an 7. Juni 1974 in leiprzig-Markkleeberg.®
(Speech to the Congress of yound cooper-itjv-e ferrnera and workers
in agriculture, forestry and the fool Endystry of the GDR, on

7 June, 1974) Berlin: Verlag Junge Vel 1974, p, 50

13
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An important tried and tested method, which tokes account
of these requirements, coneists in handing over lines or
sect ions of farm machinery needed in gop production or decisive
sectors of livesteck production te young people as youth
projects.,

In 1974, there were 9,874 such projects and 2,879 youth
teams in the socislist agriculture of the GDR,!-

Third, one of the chief concerns of managerial activity must

be to make active use of and Purther develop existing political
and technical knowledge of young cooperative farmers and
workers in enhancing soc falist democracy through participation
in management and olanni.a; and cooperation in commissiona and
cooperat ive and brigade councila,

All opportunities given in enterprises and socialist mso-
ciety at large must be used to full advantage in accordence
with the various interests, needs and expectations of young
people in dependence of their age. This makes it necessary, for
example, that young people be included in the preparations
leading to the application and utilization of techneological
advances in crop an? livestock production. It includes to
enable managements to create such conditions that young people
in agriculture can use all the opportunities provided by
social ist society to develop their personality to full capacity,
just as sesbers of any cther occupational group. Everyday
practice in the GDR indicates that, in this respect, there are
no fundamental differences between young people engaged in
agriculture and those of other occupational groups. This
becomes, evident from the Young Innovators' Exhibitions, In
1974, 35,770 young pecple employed in agriculture took part,

Thess cooperative farmere and farm workers producad a fotal
of 3,8u2 sxhibits, which have haen soclolly racogniced. In 1974,
there wars 1,737 Tesaarch groaps and Yoang Inmovators' vlubs 1n
¢he GDR's aoclalist agrienlture, with a total membarship of

U, TN —
a Sé{'i *Hinweismaterial is Studienjahr der FDJ 1975/76"
(Reference material for the 1975/76 Marxist education classes
of the FOJ) Barlin: Verlag Junge Welt 1975, p. 62

14
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The developeent of a sense of responsibility in youth for
all=sociol matters is very important. To young cooperative
farmers and farm workers that mainly covers their responsibility
for the development of the agricultursl enterprise in which
they work, and for the growth and defence of social property.

In addition, this includes both the responsibility for the
as well as the responsibility for participatien in sianagement
and planning of the farms development,

The results of soclological investigations indicate thst

that active cooperation in planning and further development
of socialist democracy is an important sphere for lining up
to this responsibllity. In addition to their main work and
to some extent alao relatively independently of the prevailing
concrate techriological and saterial-technical requirements of
work, young poople can see ways of developing their personali=
ties as socislist citizens, owners and producers, by making use
of the variocus forms of socialist democracy which correspond to
their interests.

The following are the basie inter-connected motivations
which decisively influence the desire and readiness of young
people to day an active part in their agricultural enterprises:

==~ anterprise loyalty, a nesd to be kept-informed about thair
own carear proapscta, and ah awarensas of the fact that
their perwmonal development la clossly coanected with that
of the scterprimaz

-= responsibil ity for the results of their work, an increasing
awareness of the social importance and necessity of tiie
work and hence their endeavour to contribute to the fulfilment
of plans and an increase in labour productivity;

~= the desirm for active involvement in the organization of amo-
cial 1ifs in ths enterprise 1.e, participation in such dero=

cratic bodies am the managemant committas of the TPy or commiss=

aiops set up there; and also in sociallst amulation, in tha
lonovatlon and ratlionalization campaign atc. and not just 1n
natters d1vactly connacted with work itself.
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In addition to making active use of such Foree of and
opportunities for socialist democracy, which are equally
svailable to all mseshers of the farm, there are aiso sp=cial
forms epecifically designed for young peaple, These include,
for example, mectings with the farm’'s msnager where young
people regularly have the chance to discuss pol itical and
technical questions with the manager; where they are given
inforaation and asked their opinions on problems related to
work and sccial 1ife on the farn and in the region,

The organization of leisure time is of considerable concern
in the lives of young cooparative farmeva snd workers, All
andeavours ly the socialist state, all the legisistion covering
the responsibility of society towards youth, fully ineclude
also that part of the younger genmeration which is working
is agricultural cooperatives, state farms or cooperative
establ iahments betwsan tham.

Wark habits and the opportunities for orgsnizing one's
leisure-time are fupndamentally changing, especially among
the young, with the trapsition to industry like production,
which is now going on, Shift-work in e¢rop and livestock pro-
duet ion;, for example, allows for far more regular working
hours and leisure time then was previocusly possible. Thereby,
new and higher demands are being made on material conditions
and opportunities For a sensible use of leisure time, There
is a growing desire in youth to have living conditions in
rural areas which are comparable to those in the towns, The
high level of education and qualification in young people, the
changes in the occupational and career structures all have
& strong influence on the developwent of the cultural and
intellectusl needs of youth, snd detesrmine the nature of their
dsmands for extensive and interssting forms of leisure activi-
fea, It is particulerly true with the young, who lLive in smnll
commin ities of under 2,000 inhabitants, that the problem of
an ismprovemsent in lefsure pursuits plays an important role in
the satisfaction with their work, Thie includes desands for
the provision of youth centres, for help in building new
flats for younq people, or rebuilding or wodernizing old ones,

. for the dsvelopment of asocial community centres, well-appointsd
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restaurants, etc, Agricultural enterprises carry heavy respon-
sibility for the organization of living end wo. king conditions
in villages. Ir cooperation with governsent departments they
use considerable financial and saterial resources in rural
communities to support cultursl and sporting setivities of

the young, At the ssme time, young people themselves fsel an
urge to make an active contribution towards beautifying the ir
villages, and the majority of them are prepared (as is shown
by sociological studies) to take part in the improvement of
their leisure facilities through a great variety of efforts
of their own, Nearly two-thirds of the coopsrative farsera
and workers esployed in agricultural cooperatives and atate
farms, questioned in a sociological investigation rejarded
the participation in the consturuction of youth centres as a
focal point of their activities, In addition, more than half
of thew were prepared to help with the construction of new,

or the renovation conversiorn or alteration of old, flats for
young people,

Summing up, the following conclusion may be drawn from
the social status and responsibility of young cooperative
farsers and farp workers in the GDR"s sncialiut agriculture,
a social status and responsibility readily apparent from the
objective reality and explanstions given: young cooperative
farpers and farm workers howe just as securn an existence and
prospects as do all other young people in the GDR,

Socialism providesyoung pecple with all the social pre-
conditions necessary to enable them to comsciously develop
their abilities and talents in the interest:of social progress,
The principle guiding the party and the socialist state of
the GOR: to give youth trust and responsibility, is replized
to its full extent, and has proved its worth in the oractice
of social life,
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