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FLORAI, RESOURCES IN MAKUSHIN BAY

Introduction

The Map of Makushin Bay shows

only faunal, or animal resources.

This booklet will illustrate the
;#

major floral, or plant rilources

in the same area. Under the name

and picture of each pant, you

will find an explanation of how,

to our knowledge today, the 18th

Century Aleuts used that plant

in their daily lives.



Each of the plants in this

' book grows in a slightly dif-

ferent habitat from each of the

others: some prefer sandy areas;'

others grow in shaded, damp

areas; still others are able'to

grow in even the most e.tposed,

windy, and.dry locations. ao

inciividual research on each

plant's habitat to gain a more

complete picture of the Aleutian

environment.
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. The juice of the Anembne NaAc.4.6-
s-c6arta Vat. Vitte6i:ssima was used
to treat a hemorrhage. The root was
boiled, then the resulting juice
was drunk by the patient.
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The roots of Geum Catthiliotium were
boiled and the tonic'was drunk for
colds and sore throats. Also, the
wet or boiler leaves were used,td7
cover and heal persistent open sores.
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Beach grass'was traditionally used
in weaving baskets and mats, and
to cover the tops of Aleut

.barabaras.



0
- .Blueberries were harvested in the

fall. The blueberries which growN
in the Aleutians are Vacelnium
ae.gtetosum vat. aZpinulnBiga.
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.



Iris , e

The root of the IitL Se-t? a bebop.
Set),sa was boiled in water, the
taken as a laxative..
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Lady-fern

The young shoots of this plants
AtiOtium Wix-Omtna P

called
,
"fiddle-head ferns"; may have
been eaten raw in the spring.
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Low putchkii

Theroots.of the low putchkii,
Angetica tucida, were split,
heated, and used as a poultice.
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Monkshdod

The root of the beautiful Aconitum
plant contains a deadly poison.
Aleuts in some parts of the Aleu-
tians used a poison prepared :from
this 'plant in whale hunting.

10 1.6



Mossberries
(also-called crowberries)

These berries frdm Empn''utm etgturif

were collected in the fall and
' probably stored in seal, oil or

fresh water for the winter.



Nootka lupine

The skin was scraped from the root,
of the tupinus nootkaten6i6 plant,

..t and the insides were eaten raw or
cooked with seal oil.
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petrouskii

The stalk of the wild celery plaPtr
Lt44tccum Seiytteam 6uLop.
was eaten in the spring and swifter,

and the leaves were boiled to make
a tea. The stems and leaves were
also used in soups and boiled with
fish and seal meat.
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Pondweed,

The roots of Motknthes ttiOetha
were an ingredient in a medicine
used to ease gas pains, constipa-
tion, and rheumatim
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Putchkii

In the spring, when the plant was
tender, .the hairy stem of the
Hekacaum tanatum plant was peeled
off and the inside of the stem was
'eaten raw.
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Ragwort.

The leayes of the flowering Senecio
p,seldo-Atna plant were collected
and placed on cuts and boils to

help them drain.

16



e

Salmonberries

The juicy berries of R4bu5

spectabs were picked and eaten
in the fall.

l7' 2 1,



Wild geranium

.

The leaves of Geta niunt etanthum

were boiled and used as a gargle

to treat sore throats.

t 18 2 ,*
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t, Yarrow

YaLrowl.Achit0a bo4eatis, was used
as a medicine to treat chest, stomach

and muscplar pains and for colds.


