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" ABSTRACT b S - |
. . The relationship between the humanities and
environmental p@IﬁglggnéStions is explored in this final conference
repart. Emphasis was ‘on underlining the role of ethical questions and
human aspirations, as well as empirical ingquiry, in environmental
quality decisions. The two-day program in Tallahassee, Florida,
" involved public officials, community leaders, environmental v
educators, and hupan;ties‘scholars.‘They;fdcnsed on definitions of /-
o "environmentdi quality" and nghality of life" in light of the role of
humanities ij helping redefine our values such that demands on
. ecosystems mjght decrease although population and urbanization
P “{: increase. Itfwas agreed that formal and nonformal ofigoing : ot

environmenta] education programs are helping to direct human I
aspiratio¥is in ways which foster justice and environmental quality.

\ However, thege 17 still a need to develop policymakers who view . -
problems apnd shape trends in a holistic, interrelated manner. (AV)
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o ovERVIEW. St

«Qur proposal to the Florida Endowment fbr the Humanities
.urged the. funding of a State-wide conference on the
humanities role in env1ronmental awareness and policy
formulation. The Florida Endowment yfor thé Humanities |
funded the Project, which’ 1ncluded pre-conferemce plan- '
ning with agencies and community environmental groups and
1nvolved a pgst-conference fbllow-up document. The _spe-
cific focus was the Florida Master ‘pPlan and Action Guide !
for Environmental Education document. 55 legislation ' IR

 +the Department of Educatidn s Environmental Educatioh

Program is charged with the responsibility not only to
involve schools and school children in increased en-
vironmental understanding, ‘but also all educational
institutions fe.g., colleges, community colleges,
universities) and community environmental groups (e. ges,
Garden Clubs, Audubon Societies, community museums,

' etc.) in its planning and dissemination acdivities.
The conference provided input for the cortinuing re-

- vision of the Madter Plan and for planning educational -

~ programs by State agencies, educational institutions,.

and community groups. . : - -

..
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/ Environnental decision-naking is thought to be a scientific task in-
volving only empirical 'queations and concepts from the natural and social -
sciences. This common view omits humanistic. content and ethical questions
vhich environmental quality decisfbns might entail. Perhaps-environmental.
policy ‘makers in Florida ought to deal with ethical guestiona. philosophical
considerations of our aelf-underatanding, and serious reflettion apon life-

styles_and social obligations. Effective .environmental policy decisions in
Florida ought to result from canmunity patrt cipation in long range chbices
involving .personal freedoms and the ‘cCammon good. .

.
A) -
1

a

, The Bicentennisl celeb'ra_tionasnea;'ﬂ,1 with 1its focus upon HORIZONS, wprovides _
an additional impetus for peraonnel State agencies, citizens in community- ;
.based organizations and leaders in educatiod to come together and deal with '
the humanistic content and ethical questions involved in State environmental o

~ policy, For exanple. one great issue of our time (and in our foreseeable T
R future) is that of. consumption. Given our view of ourselves  and our destiny.
~ - we have created a lifestyle that consumes enormous quantities of non-renewable
resources, affects the quality of the environment for all time, and affects
persons far beyond our own immediate space, Obvious expressions of conflicts
arising from our pattern of consumption are the energy cost debates, the
. Stats purchaee of endangered lands, and the rising. temperature of the dis-
cussiond of private. property rights vis<a-vis the State's concern over the
general welfaré of the. community.* Less obvious, but equally pressing, are
ethical dilemmas -involving our food production and consumption in a hungry
world, trade patterns in resource use, population growth,’ meaauree ‘of Just
‘ econonic coat ‘and of -standard livfhg. . . . .
/: '~" The conference enabled all participants to learn og the ways in which
- the humanities:.-- their content and questions -- night help us as educators « ‘
7 and as policy decision-mskers to form more responsible policied with a greater .
" vision of ourselves and our obligations. The main humanistic disciplines '
“involved in the conference yere religion, philosophy, and ethics. However,
histoty and english scholars were included-in the deliberationms..

a

The.c%nference did not seek specific "solutions” as to how to educate-’
others .or as to hoy to handle issues of consumption,-land-use, etc. Instead,
. the conference dealt with alternative yays to cope with, questions of meaning
and value which are inherent in environmental: debatea.ﬂ,The hope is that.this
.- conference will broaden our individual perspectives of the environmental
.- * quality debates.in Florida gpd yield alternstive ways to brosden the perspective
of educational ‘programs throughout Florida by involving the humanitiea. '

Hhile a11 of the conference sessions were open and the public invited,’ ‘
‘,' two different kinds of sessions were planned.
First, at:t evening sessions, scholars spolle of broad concerns
_about the humanities in improving environmental awarenesp among
“the general population in Florida. These ref1ective programs , S

. . . »
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. - . N ’ . . B 4
. ., .
.
.




' . - i " » . .
. --State’ Envircnmental Program Administratorsy , L

1)

.‘ 2

3)

4)

. leaders in stath\wide environmental groups, and members of

LS .‘\
"includ d academic humanists speaking . and resp nding, and . _'/ '
with didqlogue with the-audience. These sessibns were highly o

publicized in Tallahassee and’within governpentat’agencies. 1 .

&~

: Second the two days of working 'sessions involved academic

humanists, environmental educators, State agency personnel,

the State Environmental Education Advisory’ Council Others.

given. specific invitations were Girl Scout, Boy Scout leaders, . .
religious educators, Sierra Club, Audubon- Society, Garden ;' ,
Club, and Wildlife Federatton leaders, museunm directors, and '
other community-based adult educators in formal and. non-for- ' .-
mal settings. . : : v s '

. , y
Specifically, our target audience for the ‘working sessions included:

L

--Federal’ Envirdnmental Program Administrators .
--Department of Educatfhn Environmental Educetion Digtrict

- Coordinators . ' ‘ > .
-=Environmental policy fonmulators in State-wide organizations )

-, (e.g., Florida Audubon Society Board Members, etec.)

--Legislatons apd iegislative committee staff members

’
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- PROJECT OBJECTIVES AND PROJECT PRODUCTS

: o . i
The two evening sessions should each involve an audtence of at ‘least 300
persons from State agencies. community interest groups, and educational
communities"

. . - €
K . . . . ) -
~, . . . ‘e -
- H o,
.~ - - ’ -‘ .

-

The wotking sessions will involve -100 persons who will become _more familiar
with the involvemdnt of the humanities in environmental awareness and policy

. considerations. These Jpersons will aétively contribute to the conference

and*will be important -disseminatdrs of the perspective and papers produced
by the conference. We estimate 100 persons.who are in important positions
witliin agencies and community groupa concerned with environmental planniﬁg
and awareness. , C - . "

. . @

- e v .
A ‘small packet of pre-conference mAterials‘yill beé preperedxand distributed '

to those pergons registering. Tt will consist 6f several articles, quotations
from the State Master Plan, nnd the objectives,and f9rmat for the conference.

A poeteconference report will be pregared‘gnd distributed to those partici-
pantg._in the vorking sesslons and to others requegting copies (250 copies
wil be printed -- at mo . cost to the Florida Endowmen for the Humanities).

. We estimate that ‘the report will be fift* pages long. Copies will be made

available ‘to,. environmentaliets in othgr Smatee through the Federal govern-
ment's ERIC*system. : .

4
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-5} A Final Rgport to the Florida Endowment for' the Humanities which will

X . include an evaluation of the conference. This Final Report'will also . T
) includ f . - . S ' ’
! ude predcon eien?e end post conference materials .

[ ‘ . P
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' : - i » RESPONSIBILITAES OF  PROJECT STAFF . S

Robert A. Spivey. Provost, Arts end SLiences Division, Florida State University, )
-Professor, Depertment of Religion. and Executive Director. American Academy of
Religion. . .

.

Joint Conference Plenning with stpff and co-sponsoring agencies . “

Coordinstor/;or-participeEion by FSU humnnists o . ) «

Ty Review and, edit pre-conference mnteriele. conference report, and . o
final report to the FEH - ' . § v . -

Coordinator for the two e'vening. sessions of tﬁe conference - / (

' Conference program perticipetion i T, | .

- Peter A. Butzin, Director, United Ministries Center, end PhD candidate, .
"History Depertnent. Whehington University, St. Louie. ] S -

; Joint Conference Rldénning with oteff “and co—sponsoring agenbies

Coordinator of locel publicity end locel errengements

*+ " Coordinator of regietretion and neiling pte—conference and post- . B
conference neteriels : , : ‘ -

‘
Arrengeuent of conferepce A—V’ﬁreoentetione (elide—tepe and films) ).
Re¥iew and edit pre-conference. post-conference, and final report materials
‘Coordinate two eyening sessions*with Provest Spivey

Conference program perticipetion % o " ‘,, .
| N ' .
Rodney F. Allen, Aeeociete Professor, Science 'and Humen Affairs Progrem,
Florida Stete Univereity T P
F . . N
S o .

Joint Conference Planning with staff and co~sponsoring sgencies:
s . ! A

Coordinator of natiomal publicity = .

‘Plan and write pre-conference materials with Devid'LnHert. »

Plan end_urite ooetécﬁnference document,with David Labhrt -+ . ° e
_ Prepare and tally evaluations with David LaHart *
poordinetojthe two days of,working'eeseionoswitn Dﬁvid.LeHart 4

. Conference program participation " .-

-6- ) ' . .




tK\ ) David E. LaHart, Resea;chdAésociate, Environmental Education Project, FSU and

Director, Environmental Servicea, Jnc. T N

- -
-

. Joint . Conference Planning with staff and co—sponsoring agencies

. Coordinatﬁr for pubficity with State agencies‘and State Community Groups

Coordinator for State agency participation N

. ,

oo \
.

.

Prepare pre-conference and post-conference materiais.with Rod Allen> .
s
< .
o Prepare evaluatiions and final report with Rod Rllen'
, ‘ ; . Coordinate two.days of working aessions with Rod Allen . ' -
. - - [§ . . T » R
A 'y .
Conference program participation . o S ” : . -
. S ) - -
LY s - R ; . : ”‘ °
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This sectlon -is, ‘devoted to abstracts of the _"

' papers. presented at the Conference. ' The re&der
should keep'hn mind, that the>following is not .
a transcription of'&he conference, nor thE‘Ehe‘
participants read and appqpved the follow1ng '
abstracts. The abstracts are taken from

A .material suppliéd by some, speakers, notes teken-.
at the Conference, and/or}tape recordlngs of X
varglng quality of the COnferegce presentatlons;

9
Persons quoting material from these pageslshould X
take care in attributing remarks to the speakers,
since the abstraots'are the result of filtration’
-~ filtration through the heafts and minds (and
the pens) of various persens in the Conference
audience! '

R
- . x : .2 '

sboat, et zsen, 1976 OPENING SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE

-

\

-

» _ ‘ . ) /
Following the Welcom® by C. Richagpd Tillis,‘Director. Florida Office of
Environmental Educationm, Robert A. Spivey, Provost, Arts and Sciences, Florida
State University, introduced the main speaker

Dr. Huston Smith s Thomas-J. Watson Professo. of Religion
and Adjunct Professor of philosophy at Syracuse University. His
teaching career has. been devoted to bridging intellectual gulfs:
between East and West, between science and the humanities, and
bet;ggn the formal educat on of the classroom and informal edu-
cation via films and telev sion. g \

.

Born of missionary parents in Soochow, Dr, Smith lived in \
‘China unt{l hé~was 17, his youth there providing an appropriate
background for his subsequent interests in comparative philosophies !
and religions. He has returned to Asia . six. times for field work

+  and his book on world religions, JThe Religions of Max, has sold

e over a million copies.* :

— \\ v / ] . j
¢ . Before assuming hﬂt present pokition in 1973, Profesdor

N "




igions of Man, are The Purposés of Higher Educatign (He e ©e
" Rqw,. 1955), Thé Search for/America (Prentice-Hall, 1958).' '
apd Condemned to;Meamiﬁa (H rper & Row $.964) , - N
. *
rofessor ith.wrote-the follbwing sumnary statement:.

-

-

- / . K HUMANITI S AND ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS T

o ‘~-/. . - l N 4,, . .
/ The prevailin opinion séems to be'fhat wﬂét the Humanities ‘have to con- -
Urzbute to policy discuss1ons is different values. This is not mistaken, but
does not carry the- analys1s far enough. Foér frem whence does their alter-
rpus of values -é_presu ly higher, more>responsible and enlightened i .

'value-perspecti assuming that superior anq redeeming 1t really is, .

My theSis s that it is futile to talk of alternative values -without talking
of alternative/views of reality, for values'derive from bheing. The basid question
is not axiological but ontological. So the question becomes: What alternative-
v1ew of reali y do the Humanities have to announce in this Bicentennial year?.

. ’ ’ ’ .
- I think there is oney and after qUickly establishing the nature of th{:
problem alohg the lines of the preceding sentences,, two-thirds of my time will
go to sketching the view-ef reality that 1mplicit1g animates, or %houid animate, T
.- the Humanjties, and the remaining third to‘indicating the value and envuronmental
‘consequences that follow from it, -, .

H . . * * ok l' ,
N ’ . X N J . ¢

Professor Smith began by observing that when it comes to environmental issues )
- the usual tack is.to point to the humanities as’ the source of alternative values. ’
“ The humanities can offer such alternative values, but that is not primary. The
more fundamental offering of the humanities -- and the route to making any new
values part of our being -- 18 -a differing sense of. reality.
- -
' According to Professor Smith, today the perspective of the S Western World .
leads to destructive behevior. We do not see our own viewpoint (our world-view,
or sense of reality) because it is our own. But our sense of reality tells us
that nature is very,much unlike ourselves. . -

| o _:J‘"
. a, Nature 1is unfeeling, . Pd . S C
b: Nature is not related to us, not reciprocally relsttd to man;. and
c. Nature has no rights of its own. d

w
P In human history.before 1700 AD, religion supplied an slternstive view of
natures Throughout history to 1700 AD, humar beings had a sense of reality which
fostered a caring, reciprocal -elationship. Proféssor Smith offered four examples’
of this different sense of reality., . : A
PR ‘ : \ <N
" a, First, ‘he discuesed his most prized possession -— s bark painting of ‘7!
an emu performed by our contemporary on the earth, an Australian, .
borigine. The .mind—set of the painter was such that, beforenging .
~ Torth to hunt and kill an emu to eat, he would ‘:reste one by painting * ° %
1 Y . 80 as not to diminish the population of emus. He needed food and thé
, emu would give its 1ife for his survivsl. The painter would create an-
other in its place -- before: the hunt. - : | S ‘ .

i1,
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- b. Second, 1in strdcturing time, the Hindus in their ancient texts
.7 divided gosmic time into four dycles, etc., computing that time
+. . as 4,p20,000,000 years. -Why this number_ of years?gFThis was a-
. great mystery to scholars for.a long time. (and may“still be a
! mystery) but recently this time-frame can be understodd by
figuring multiples of the human héart beqt. The bhumam heart, S~
. ~* < 1in optimum condition beats 60 times per mfnute, and one can, ’ N
, 'compute the Hindu time structure from that. The .point is'tha@, e
v . the macrocosm is a reflection of Cthe microcosm. Parallels per-
vade: the - universe. S s

’ - . . a
\ o - . - v .

4
c¢. Third, in China, the writing symbol for "king" looks‘like this:

. =™t heaven - The king connects all three dqQmains. That is,
—q—i- man . ~ 1in each eagly culture. there was a central, ‘cul-
T e earth tuudl-social mechanigm to connect these three -
' iR features of:1ife. To ay*we*search in vain for
o such cultural-sq\iaﬁ/ vices. . : ;*_;;
. ’ ' U ! . v
d. Pourth Tibetans have developed the cap‘city to sing in thfee notes
J\'-at once. .In their sense of reality, reality is waves; waves are energy,

artd energy is sound. In singing, the central question‘psked by Tibetans,
1s "What sound does your life resonate to?" The Tibetan sings to the ..
¢ wave-lengths of the deity being invoked. Similarly, the Nativ N
American lives in a sacred landscape which embodied a lifesty}e that- -
displayed a oneness with natuze. What the Indian had, the wofld has
lpst -- the reyergehce for nature which is seen as a complEx,
. web of 1ife lreciprocal relation!hips with macrocosm and microcosm ) :
paralleling) e « . . . T
{ L .
Professor §mié§rillustrated this point with & diairem.‘ Man is a reflection3
.. of the uniyerse. The ticrgcosm mirrors the macrocosm X

, :
a 4 i ' .I
¥ widdle \ . T
/’/”———7Physical :——‘T\\\
— _/ /
] "Mind .
| - ' Soul -
st S R ’ :
. . Spirit B
These line) msy be joined so that we have ‘circles, connectedness. -
. ™ ' - : ) A .‘.
’ To ay, \pings in 'nature may not be ag unrelated "we had supposed. Our

‘'view is- not really required by science. ‘More importa », the "scientism'* philosophy
* has been misread. - We believe in, an abberation of science. Our. view 1s outmoded.

1 . .
: S i2 ‘
g Y : : . ’ ~ ‘ -
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. Profesoor Smith pointed to some phenoméma in evEtyday life which are related
B but perplexing ‘to expl}in in traditional scientism terms. More important, he

Lf ! moved to question some of the underlying assumptions of modern science and said
| that we are mov;ng to some sort of "post-modern 8cience.” N

‘ . P o, . .
%: . A Hatter is derivative from something not itself material and not ultimate.
Ch L R oo
;- : b The. smaller the matertal, the more binding force 1t has. Smith used a.
KRS “smad.l . vacuum and its energy as. an example.. The forces that bind things
| '&j.if * .gtogether are stronger the' g8maller those thipgs are (exampleée, the binding -  _ - .
T; el sforces in a family visra-vis the binding forces in the world community of '
.‘ ,d:'?‘fk‘ " petﬂons. T I * k4 o L]
S e : . - . -
S 7:vc.vbTime»and spate are relative. e SO T
S | R
d: In the great studies of‘neuro—physiolbgy, the brain is studied But .
- ~ "the’ mind is not.the brain. It is a dimension of ourselves that eludes
F_a physical category. o - _ »
. ' 1 e RO .
Perhaps, Professor Smith asderted, we are goingxto need some,of that earIier’
o religious world-view in a new context and form'to survive. That religious wo ld— '

"view might b

r

T a.

'aiscovered around three concepts and implicit questions"}

Py

the notion_of. control -- We need to question whether'“The more we contrél

.3 <

nature, theFetter things. will be." Do we really want to be in direct
control? Are we clever. enough-: ta~do' this well? (To which Professor Smith .

¢ ‘added some questions about" man.s ability to control his .1liver, 1if he vere o
in direct control!) L . *

Y

the hope of progress ---"What is progress?" Professor Smith quoted from

;. b,

. a University ‘of Chuicago professorh s book, Stone ﬁ_ Economics, wherein e
‘the’ author asserted. that Stone Age pépsons -- -hunters an gatherers --f o
vere tﬁe original“affluent society. They only ‘worked to three hours. W
per. . d%y, while we work hayd for sustenance. Our life is a life of hard:
labor, We have a world of starvation, violence, alienation, etc. !

. :

~ d. the notion of evolution'--.Even Darwin 8. theory is- under question. -

. v ) . A . . '

N 4 .

RESPONSE.

Arthur Canaday;-General'densel- Office-of.thefCovernor

Mr Canaday based his response apon Professor Smith 8. conqeption of differing
- views of reality whichi conflict. He’ noted that as a person working on State policy .
. matters 1it. ‘18 clear thatthe environmentalists have one conception of reality. But’
| - -others, the- industriol interests and the poor, have alternative~views -- and the
' _values which accompany those other realities.," ,
_ P . ‘ o
One”s sense of self intérest and need affect one's values. Today economic
.. scarcity, inflation, and recession, have impacted values gnd social policy. The '
Westinghouse-Tennaco Project (0ff-Shore Power) in Jacksonville offersﬂa case in
: _’point. The environmental interests wanted to preserve marshes. “The industrial
'K_'. interests .wanted to prodite-the’ off-s re power plants, stimulate growth, and
- make;profits. ;The black community ¥ Jacksonville came to identify with the job
~The decision thus

f[l{c

- potential of the industry ‘over the preservation of the marshes,

@
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: went'to the power plants. . o . N ) .

W . * * : : T

The environmentalists have come off as a club ofdmiddle and upper class, ’ ,

. comfortable‘people who want to dictate policy 1in order to.preserve their com-
forts and the ‘landscape. . But State policy is for\all of the people. .If the _
environmentalists want to affect policy they are going ‘have ‘to communicate with'
others. They must not only discdss questions of the cémmon good in long-range
terms,  they must come to grips withsthe proBlem of social justice’ now. This sense
of immediacy is'felt by the peoor and by people whose jobs are iIn danger. They °.
wagpt security and they want economic needs fulfilléd now...not delayed gratification.
Arguments cast, in" abstract scientific concepts are not adequate. Long-term visions

-of doqm@and destruction are not impressive for people feeling doom this qveping ‘

! V3

Joel Kuperberg, Vice President Trust for Public Lands

. Mr. Kuperberg attempted response between the daily political concerns of
Mr. Canaday and the theoretical concerns of Professor Smith. He began by reading
from his 1list of hero science-scholars. : : ST : '

B He first quoted from Loren Eiseley 8. The Immense Journey (1946) where Eiseley
. “invites his readers to slip back in time thﬂqugh the evolutionary process urtil
they are earless and eyeless, until they are in the primal ooze and juices, until
they are in the briny sea, and then in the billowing clouds of .hydrogen and oxygen. 4
- Even then, Eiseley tells us, the my}gtery of the universe and life would be, clouded &
'« from our view. We know a lot, but the ultimate is hidden from our rational em- 5
' pirical knowledge. We are still in the realm of mystery, not mastery.
\ L@

: Mr. Kuperberg quoted Paul Sears to the effect that no species has ever extended’
beyond the ability of the eco-system to support it, ‘nor has it extended far by
~destroying the systems of which it is a part.’ There are indeed truths -- {f not
ultimate truths. There are truths that we ignore only at our peril o

1 Proceeding to- Raymond Dasmond T Mr. Kuperberg observed that as each species

+ . disappears from the earth and as. bits of open space vanish, the free human spirit
¢t 1is diminished as well. fn are in danger of destroying those ingredients which make "~
« us human beings. . . ‘

* From Aldo. Leopold, Mr. Kuperberg drew the idea of a land ethic, which vieys
nature as having rights independent of man. Wild country has its own virtuea!

.We need to refrain from building highways into nature -4nd concentrate upon building
patbways into - human underltanding

\

" With Dennis,Meadows Limits to Growth, Mr. Kuperberg declared that the_greatest -
threat to humanness is population growth. Population grcwth proceeds today in
such a fashion that we go from one balance to another between the’iize of the
population and its demands to levels of such things as 1) material standard of
'living, 2) human freedom, 3) quality of vater, air, etc.

. t Building upon these quotations, Mr. Kuperberg bserved»that as population.
‘ . grows we lose the bimding forces (that Professor”Smith mentioned) of the.smalleg
groups. and communities for the weakness of the vast organizations. Man builds

-
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artificial syntcna - beginning\ ith a. trading post\or a gas station that grows’
into a huge city -—— which not only are artificial, but ar 1arge and complex. We
for;et that there is a limit to the growth of organisms/and, beyond the limits,
" they are self—destructive. ' L '
In conclusion, "Man may have. slipped the honds of natural limitations...
but he-is going to pay." Stressing their conseEvative economics, chamber qf
commerce presidents say "There is no such thing as a free lunch.”" Mr. Kuperberg
agrees but in another sfnse! As Nat Reed declared with the title of a.recent
speech "Who Ate Tomorrow?" human cultures‘haﬁe more words for those who preceded .
them than for those who have yet to come. ‘We need to worry about the future, about
living today by eating tomorrow. The humanities need to fbmind us all abbut our‘
obligations, our duties, and our future together.,

-




- . . . .
1 N N . . - - e Y

| MONDAY, APRIL 26th, .1976 = SETTiNGfTH _ STAGE : THE CONCERNS OF SEVERAL"
| " WHO KNQW WHERE THE ACTION IS! g

Following a .Welcome by C. Richard T€11is, Director, . Floridaqoffice of Environmental '
Education, the morning panelists began., :

B}

Arthur K. Marshall, Citizens' Coalition for WATER! -

-Arthur 'R. Marshall said he thought in terms of diagnosis, prognosis, and
response. On the battlefield at Gettysberg, there is an iron fence on a hillside.
- This is known as the highwater,mark of the Confederacy, and every American should’
see_it, At this point the Confederacy, with its-impossible goals, reached the
height of its suc nd-declined. Our gdals today are as ephemeral as those
goals of the Confederacy. We too have reached our- highwater mark, but few persons
can see our fenfe. We cannot continue our addiqiion to high- energy Jdiving. We
. .can no longer measure our success by increases in thetgross nati:nal product (GNP).

At this.c,: erence, Art Marshall said we had to- consider the. meaning of the b
word envir nt. The scientists studying environment need a sense of totali'x
‘,Unfortunately, many persons see the environment as birds, or wilderness, or cute’ |,

animals. . But ‘the. environment relates to mdn as well as to wildlife. The - deterior--"

ation of wildlife,is related to the degradatiqn.of mankind O

. x
_ Science,\the humanities, and other areas of. study are too specialized. We
should be able to consider together and work together to grapple with the quality
of 11fé for all life and life support-systems. In Florida, we have many endangered
plants and animals. Some people do not care at all, others are really coficerned
aboiut the extinction of specific wildlife.species.  When mankind destroys a species
we are claiming wisdom superior to the wisdom of creation -- and we ought™to re- ~
'flect upon what this means for us all! But the environment is not confined® to

the "great out-of-doors," "the wilderness," etc. Cities are also environments - -
and they are eroding‘to the detriment of- city dwellers. ‘

" Mr. Marshall ?roceeded to dhow how science, humanities, environment, and .v<;(/

decision-making/implementatio were related. "He argued that these were all. too
" specialized and artificially] jeparated from the workings of We’ real world. It
.is difficult to communicate aéross specidlity lines in these areas. But the need

to share knowledge and wisdom is occasioned by the fact that the problems’ (resoufces,

population, pollution, etc.) constantly tell us that we are all bound»together in
the awesome, magaificent Creation. "Let us tend the Earth and it will tend us."
/
We are also the inhpritors, if not the creato g, of the myth that science is
our predestined benefactor. Science and technology will save us! /‘Adore technology!
We need to-discern the limits of science and its proper role. _Science does not
know all there is to know about nature, and probably never will. Although science |
has its own stringent ethicg of performance in seeking knowledge,. it does not have
the ethical-philosophical values which are important in its use. Many useful /
~ techniques developed from scientific knowlgdge, like medicine, agriculture, etc., .
will be doomed because of the increased energy requirements. There ‘is no possibilfty
whatever that’ ¥e can diverce ourselves from dependency on space, alr, water, ‘and |
energy

'3 - . 1_‘ ~ . : . : ’ .’ ;
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Beyqnd the search of science for facts abqut life gystems, Mr. Marshall

pointed to a higher level search to discern similarit es that exist between

V.

o~

apparent dissimilar systems.
apple and gravity as such a. similarity.

have four basic features. - ‘ .* : _0 .

Life support|systems of every form.

~*

e R
., ) . ¢
- L ) '
.. hd "

" The balance of my stat-ent consists of certain principles\' methods and
philosophiés (an environmental "code of action" which I ‘have assembled over

=five yeara) vwhich I believe are spplicable to such strugglee anywhere. ’
)’ihce these are my own formnlatione, I alone ahare blame for them.

I § knov the list is not cOmplete' n‘or are’ its e ements ,perfected I doubt *
‘they ever will be simply because no one - not all of us together - are masters
of the int¥wfe and complex game we play. I also recognize that ecologic differ-
ences, social differences, and governmental differences will necessitate local
modifications of my basic concepts,. but I doubt that fundamental revisions will

‘be necessary. . e < -

“'I put theae thoughts before you - perhaps with more audicity than sagacity

-~ for the reason that they deserve wider attenti analysis and strengthening '
\- for the protection of wetlands and of many othe besieged l.ife-aupport systems,

The items are in no especial order.
\ I

B 1 All life-support systm (wild ‘&nd urbag) operate under the same laws -
- of nature.  All- life depends on the ‘continued viability of these systems., I

. ‘therefore propose’- in order to give direction to what seems a chaotic lack of

purpose - thet people and govermments everywhére adopt the preservation of life-
aupport SysH ms as their primary aim and purpose for at least the next twanty-

. five years. . , . .

2, Certain repetitive phenomena are inherent in any life-support system

ich is signif icantly ‘disturbed by man. I believe these phenomena are universal,
universally applicable.to all life systems. I express those phenomena in the
f6llowing -"al;ebr;ic notations i‘f o : . :

¢
Yy

S 1

. | " 18-

He mentidned ' Issac Newton's relation between the .
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‘All of which ssy%;' - . L SRS
- | i ' . - - : .
_ . a.. 'We are'desiing with dntegrated systems in every envirommentdl -
problem.’ B - ; ’ ]

. b. No° pristine system is as. efficiLnt in maximizing .the product on
of desirable forms ,of life as man can induce by rational intervention.

2

K

efficiency,.to an opt: n production of /desirable species of plen nd
animals. This. 1is ‘the "

: e. Interveng'ten b{ man can bring life systems to*a higher level of .v

eative interventi?n" concept propos’by Df. Rene

o
. e vy

d. Continuyed inteE;ention_by man slong a given course of sction will

i s e P 'S
r

.cause a decresse in efficient production of desired species hecduse man doesn't

know to stop. That decrease’in efficiency will inexorably follow the acceler-

-ating path of an exponentiai curve. Its genesis will be annbunced to us by °

. _a pop-Aff valve) by a precipitous decli

a ser#es of symptols of distress as the system undergoes increasing strain.
. at e ¢
e.‘ After "some time period in ‘'which the viability ‘of the system will
become 'increasingly precarious, a criticpl level of efficiency will be reached.
Pressures_on the old system will ‘then be| relieved- (1ike steam pressure thgpugh
and. conversion of the old system into

-

a’'new one. s

b4

[N
kY

f. The new system will'be yery roductive, but the species - and other

| values - which were prized in the o d sygtem will be largely eliminated and re-

which man does not highly prize. '

These concepts are spplicable to the behsvior of such assorted

systems ss lekes, bays, wetlands, rivers, farms, forests and cities. They are

also applicable to the-behavior of that system we cherish above 'all, the human
body, and are in fact, the primary basis of modern medical diegnosis and prog-
nosis. Il1 human.bodies produce signs and symptoms of gistress for which the
physiciap searches in developing diagnoszs and prognoses. .

.~
)

. "These concepts are(universal in their meaning, they indicate ‘that there are_

universal-similarities of function in what have commonly been. regarded as
dissimilar systems. While simple accupulation of fact is a salient purpose of
scientists, a higher purpose is to recognize and define similarities between

functions,_phenomens?end systems which were never known to have” them.

- . .
"These concepts offer all-of us an understendsble mode of comprehending the
functions of systems under human disturbances. They enable diagnosis of eco-

: system conditions by the symptoms of distress they display at some point. 'They

also tell us that in development of prognoses, we are often forced to make

changes in direction of 180 degrees. o -

'"Finnﬁly, ‘they announce that "treatmeht" of a system after it has released
its pressures (i.e., collapsed) will be “impossible at worst;. costly in dollers
and energy and treumatic in the sense of surgery at its. best.,

3. In addition to ‘the ecological side of ecosystems ques;ions, there 1is a
gsocietal side. This is clearly the tougher arena. The diagnoses and prognoses

of scientists and of an array of other vital professionals are nothin“ more than

informstionnl if society fails to nake effective, rational rgsponses.

¢ - : -17_ L \ e
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¢ * In thefr pristine condition, Florida soils and surface lakes were infertile.
Years ago we began to-add fertilizer to‘the soils and run~-Qff made the laked ”

+ more productive. They .reached optimum efficiency with exotic lsnts and fish. _
Now we are moving away from:optimum’ efficiency and the signs stress are
_appearing: ooze, scum, fish kills, etc. This tells us that we are reaching

~the critical fhreshold and collapse. The same )rocess appliqﬁ ‘to the Everglades,’

. to farms, to urban areas, etc. We can see the process of .optimum efficiency - .
opereting in hi;hweys, schools churches, indeed in all environmente. ‘ ’
_ The city' s optimul size is a reel consideration. What 1is a city but water,
air, and land with a great amount of -energy ‘added? ' The larger the city the
more .energy. -A small town grows with increased energy inputs, - a fossil-fueled
eco-system. ,Optinum size 1s measured by the cost and energy input per -capita.
Sone cities are too small to use energy ‘efficiently, some are too largd and face °
ﬂ.‘gse. As a city becomes large and has stress -~ it approaches the critical
threshold with sewer systems, transportation, etc.. The usual approach has been
to shoot in more juice -~ e.g., build more schools, highways, sewer plants,
.« water wells, etc. Taxes soar. The city' fails to- provide services and it goes
- to the federel govermment for help (to repeat the process), bonded indebtedness
goes up, and the city bécomes ungovernable and collspses. d _ o . -

.
< ¥

-we are on the critical threshold and driving on, rather than turning back.
The goveriment's response is to drive on. When there is no, longer enough"
enexgy, the city cannot support as many persons and suffering dccurs both in -
human end environnentel terms. ; . '

, Mr. Herihnll noted that it can take many years for deterioration to occur.
When stress appears it is often too late. We need to take more care, the closer
we get' to critical thresholds. - ' o

i9
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.. " One insightful book can hedp us. Walter Cannqg 8 The isdom of the'Bodyﬂ
(1932) presents the human system in such a way thlat we can discern parallels
with the lake and ‘city systems. All are self-regulating. ‘The system works
— -~ to try to maintain an optimum condition. 1Ip the body we cannot see disease,

but recognize" 'symptoms. The: ecosystem biologist needs to learn to recognize -
the ggmptoms of ecosystems so we can treat it before the balanceé§g;é/out of
" -control. Treatment is remove the intervenor -- the ingredient) which has
entered the system and is causing the disruption of optimum conditions..

Diagnosis, prognosis, and response. They are the keys in the wisdom of .
the body and- medical tregtment -- and in the treatmEnt ‘of life support systems.
y . R
the humanities cap help us establish goals -- the goals of gobernment
Lo the goals of industry, and the goals of life togethdr. Today, our wonking
goals séem to be -- burn up all the energy, consume all the organic soils,
endanger ‘wildlife, and increase. the federal debt. We must york together --
scientists, humanists, and the public -~ to redefine PROGRESS. We must re-
cognize the wisdom of life-support systems. We-mugtarecognize the significamnce
of process over time. We ‘myst recbgeize that we cannot stop progress -- it is
- .its own best ‘cure! } - ' ) _ ,
~-. L . o & : . 5 .

o . i ! P F .. . v
N~ ° ’ /
J. Hzatt Brown, Chairman, House Growth and Committee, Florida . ‘) . b
AR . R House of 'R Represent ives ' -
) T

e planning in Florida. .We need to identify coé%s now versus costs later,

From a personal vantage Represen ative Brown said his 'natural me"

LAY

urges.

~ The Local Government Cotiprehensive Planning Act of 1975 was aubﬂé;step
‘ -forward for environmemtal regulation in Flor But to continue such.
advances will need prosperity, adequate earning pow in people’ s hands.
The environmentsl prioﬁeties which he sees in Florida arte: 7
- " 1. Preservation of water supplies and water quality;
' 2.. Waste disposal; - - . _ .
s '3.‘ Transportation sysfems < : o -

_ Thesejarfe the first ingredients in maintaining the ‘quality of life, but hgw\ *ﬂ?
much are we willing and able to pay now? The problems are not self-solving. .

In, Florida we have a low .per-capita tax. Representative Brown thinks that it is
impractical to tliink about cutting off the flow of people into the State. Florida
muat cope with future growth on limited fiscal resources. The need is for re-
sponaible groups to.pgy nov in order to save latar.’

. . o A :
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Ken Woodburn. Environmental Advisor. Office of the Governor, Tallahassee
S - "
Mr. Woodbu began with the assertion that people in governmeﬁk know what . <
the ‘problems are -~ but not the golutions. Sifice 1971 when Governor Askew .
came into office, the population, of Elorida bas grown by 1.5 million persons.
. The environmental impact of growth %e clear. Water supply and quality are the .
T . most important environmental prioritiea. : ] '

. But ‘once one 'has 1dentlf%ed the problema, haa al t priorities, and e
seeks solutions, it is ‘important not to be dogmatic. It is necessary to learn.
ell viewpointe. hiatorical. geographic, natural acience. ete.,
;o,policy-makera and planners the answers are more perplexing than ear. ;

For exqmple, you may have read Jose de Castro's Geography of Hunger wit '
acceptance until you read-Harrison Brown's response in The Challenge of Man's
Future. The planner reading Jane Jacobs' The Life and Death of American Cities
can seé diverse positiona ‘on the problems ,of envirommental decay in America’ s
great urbar centers. ‘Mr. Woodburn' reported that he is curr#ly xeading two’ .
Books -- Professor Parkinson's Big Business (a defense of the multi-natiocnal
corporationa as change agenta) ahd E.F. Schumacher's Smlll 13 Beautiful which
argues the contrary poaition.. o F ' T

A

In aum, the answers for poliocy-makers are laqking. Notice the array of
definitions for the optimum size of citiea. It all dependa who you read‘and
v what criteria are used. ' .

® .
As an advisor for the Governor 8 office. Mr. Woodburn quotedqaome doncerns

. v. that people express in letters. People, for exampl!, who came to Florida to

retire on fixed incomes; write that they are trapped by energy bills that top

" their other costs of living. As the use of fossil fuels increases, the costs

-soar. Environmental quality will be affected as will the people using:such

fuels. It is important to remember that the great growth of Florida has beenJ,_\ “
‘paralleled by the: development of air gonditioning and the energy 1ndustry. . “o

)
.

Nowhere is the array of conflicting answers more evident than in the
energy field. We have gone from human power to animals, wood, coal, gas,
. solar, and nuclear. The reports on the future of solar power are mixed.
*» . The debate on the use of nuclear power -- "wave of .the future or route to
disaster" -- 1is confusing to the great mass of people and to policy-makers. .
‘ . A . . : L,

W ' ; A\
" O.E. Frye, Jr., Director, Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission
Mr. Frye chose to confine his remarks to three specific areas: 1) L .
N the politics of environmental management, 2) water quality, and 3) alligators. )

The need to spend dollars on water quality. control, Dr, Frye said, was
"seen by some ag a waste. Envirommentalists were often blamed as the cause
of inflation, recession, and the loss of jobs in Florida. The Golden Days
of the 70s are past. But we have made strides and concerned people ought
not lﬂge heart. He explained that things are aelf-determining. like cities
whlch reach a peak and fall off.

H
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Today cities are realizing the necessity for planning. The work of
J. Hyatt Brown's Comfittee (master planning ip, the State) shows that the
people are concerned and that government responds.. The action on the Marco
Island development .is a good case in point and the effort to preserve. .oth¥r -
- areas will be easier, as a result. The Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission
pointed out the problems of the Cross Florida Barge Canal and the case was
~ "won" by environmental interests. - ¢

A~

e

o
»

Whiie Dr. Frye does not think that governmental agencies should have
veto power on such projects, agencies can effectively Speak out on‘pyoblems.

On water quatity, Pr. Frye poinfbd to the errors of water managemént .
Based” upon the simple idea that we’ should conserve water when there was too
little and remove water when there was \too much, this worked against the R
. maintenance of water quality. The natura] cycle (such as Tallahassee lakes

. going dry in about 15 year cycles) was a?Etalthy phénomenon. The stabilization

. " of- water levels is no longer the answer t®s water quality. Today, the efforts.

_to improve Lake Kissimmee are not meeting opposition as had been true earlier.

PeopLe learn* / : B - :

. On alligators, Dr. Frye noted that these animals are integrll to the Florida.
scEne and the  objective was to kebp them around. But ‘the population ‘of alligators
has increased rapidly since their protection. The problem kas reversed -- there
are "too mafy alligators. Today, the issue 1s+R- "Can we take action on the problem

*  ’ before people get turned off, take the law into their own hands, and begin Lo
destroy alligators?" The population needs to be managed and the question-is,
how to do it responsibly’ One. proposal for the State to harvest gators and market
the hides 1s currently very controversial, Linked to it are questions about
whether the government should deny people the right to choose whether they wgnt
to wear 'gator shoes, séal coats, etc. -- especially 1if it'does not harm thdg
resources.‘ ) . H {.
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Carlton Jackson, Florida Department of Natural Resources

- . . -
.

‘-.

Speaking for Mr. Harmon Shields, Mr. Carlton Jackson Began by quoting
the conference program -~ ''What can the humanities do.to affect envigonmental
quality decisions and policy-makers?" -- restating it as "What can people do
. to dssist in making environmental policies?" He asserted Fhat we ‘as citizens
Co. can be effective instrwments in environmental decision-making
, . i1
Mr. Jackson summarized the main point of each speaker’pnd observed that
there was a general feeling that people must become invol ed directly in
decisions of . governmental bodies. While we need more cit ken involvement

: there are solid examples of governmnnt .agencies following{the wishes of the
L( peopIe. For example, the Department of Natural Resourcestqs carrYing out
. the wishes of the. people ~- expressed in a bond referendumi-- by purchasing ' .
endangered lands for the public domain. . : i o '
\ D 59 o ‘i | B
: | S S .
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The Departnent of Naturel Resources has two effe:
 "“The Committée for Conservation and the Environment,”

Salt Water Fieheries."

selling lagds.

Mr. Jackson spelled out the quest

input in all areas of its authority, including public heart

{tizen committees --

e Committee on
DNR for citizen
s for buying and

Citizens in Florida have opportunities to appear twice a month

to state their concerne before the Cebinet sitting as the Fl rida Board of

Coneervation.

LY

- The humanities can help by affecting our
government and by eensitizing us to our natu

-/

-

ttitudes : toward participetion in

1 enviro_ ent.
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passage. ‘ ; L ) L. - Al

" to the natural world. ‘Man has dominign (sovereignty) through God with a mordl ;

. * A
- .
» ! I — i - »

~ -

WHAT CAN THE HONANITIES SY T0 PEPSONS FACINﬁ ENVIDONMENTAL OUALITY
DECISIONS?” & e

John. Priest,MDepaffment of Religion, Florida State University - - .
~ -
Professor Priest made the assumption that the study of‘religion was one
of the humariities and he told us that his particular area of eXpertise was that
of the Hejrew Bible. ., Where Huston Smith had drawn from an array--of non-Western
religiousl ttaditions, Priegt said he would drsh upon the anclent core of our
Western Judeo-Christian traditions.- 3 . .

. Huston Smith said that "Religious people have a different .sense of xeslity,
therefore, a different sense of values.' Twe modern Western view of nature,
accotding to Huston Smith, has three facets: 1) natire is unlike ou;selves,

2) nature is unrelated to man in a reciprocal fashion, and 3) we not feel
nature has rights, of its own.. v . .

Today, humanists attack the Biblical view. These people are divtressed
by what they see as the i'bact of the Judeo-Christian worldview on t environment.
Professor Priest cited an article entitled’"The Rape of Natufb" and nn‘White,‘ 1
.Jr.'s famoys article on the "Roots of our Ecological Crisis'" as examp es. . These
" humanists” point to Genesis 1:28 ' '...f111 the earth and subdue it and h've_dominion ‘KE

eess" Priest contends that these humanist draw the wrong conclusion om this )
!

’

-~ Ancient I-rqel had a radicaily different view of man, nature, God.
out the anciemf Near Eagt, man, nature, and God were all bound together.
was: continuity. There were no sharp di isions. The seen and the unsean

“ were bound up together. God was identi ied with all of this. But, when Igrael

broke with this kind of polytheism to focus upod ‘one commandi;g, demanding God, -
God was not identified with the natural: world. God, was outside and above’
the world was a created world, fahhioned by God. Man was a part of this cr ation,

from the Chinese "king") ‘Man is a mid- point through which God mediates hinself

responsibility to till, nurture, and care for what God created. We need‘to
remember that what God created was "very good," before man was created.

M .,

Humanists' complaints about objectifying mature and. seeing nature as a -
"resource" for humankind is a distortiod of the Biblical view. Ancient Israe
saw history as the.uorking out of God's plan.  This was elimingted in .the Wes
world and man was left as the Master -= without the moral ‘obligation to God an
. creation. . R . - )

AneientIsrsel had safeguards built into its tradition which, unfortunately{’
we have forgotten. First, the world was seen as God's creation and this has | o
inherent beauty and integrity. Recall that in Getiesis 1, God says, "Behold )
it is good"; the world measured up to His standards before man was created.
Second, man was responsible to earth as he was to God. It was man's obligstion'
to 1ive within fixed ordet¥s. Third, man was a'part of those fixed orders. And},
fourth, there was a special responsibility toward the land. Land is the gift
of God. Ancient Israelites rarely sold the land, It was "owned" by the whole
community. Trust and stewardship were the keys to their concept of land. Recall

. ’ )
~ : . . ’ [}
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sthat Job, after defendin all aspects. of his lifegtyle, extended his redponsibilityr )

5 to the land (Job 31:38-40). . o - v

k: The problem 6f the rape of . nature and the;misreading of the Biblical view
“‘comes from two distortions: 1) the secularization of the Western world (God
is gone) and 2) the-rise of other worldliness*in later Judaism and in Christianity.
Ancient Israel thoughtsit lived on only’ through "children and the coﬁmunity. For- ,
those who came to believe in "the- afterlife, this ‘world. simply ‘mattered’ less. ;j
3 ‘ af.
. - Religious statements.and points of: v;ew.can sti1ll affect ‘current public )
policy. The churche®s and s}nagogue! ave -been in default oyver environmental
igssues (and a few other issues as well). . Priest feels hat acientists, humanists,' o
and religf®nists must mount a unified effort.‘ ;Churches suffer froma cul
lag because of their very nature. They‘are 1natitutions of conserving; saving
. - ‘what is good They tend to look bdck rather .than forward. They make their .
compromise with the world they are a part of, and are often financed by thos
‘who .are exploiting the earth. 2V Lo , t ‘ 7" / -

P
..

\

. David Gruender,»Department'gf'Philesoghx,ﬂﬁloridd Staf:’University

Profeeggr Gruender took as his question: "What can philaéophy do. to 7
‘help people facing environmental problems?” He pointed,<out that all of us have
the means to philosophize. .We live in a world of choice and we need to reflect )
- 'upon ‘our lives.and to make decisions on one path. over another. We:-need to make '
long and short term decis&ons. ; : ) L \
The long etudy of value questions has pproduced gheories that can help
weigh the choices’ Detonologicel theories concentrate upon what our duty is to
' self and to others. Duty is found in a general view of man and nature. These -
theories say that feelings are not important duties (obligations) are important. -
We need to ask "How am I obligated to anyone? How are they obligated to me?"
When one needs to know ‘what to do, one must reflect upon his/her” obligations.
_Professor Gruender quoted Immanuel Kant on the universal abillty ‘of ethical rules .
-- ‘that what one wills in a situation would be acceptable’if all good personp
willed ic. A . ,
. . : N : oo . . S N
Utilitarian theo*ies ask: "What is the greatest advantage.of a particular
policy decision for the greatest number of people? These theories ask: "What,
are the advantages to people? How can they benefit? What action can I take? -- -
immediate acticn (act), and what rules would benefit the greeteet number (rules)?"

' ~
- PHILOSOPHY THRQUGH ITS: - long stuay of meanings and concepts has produced st
. : tools that can help one analyze the various choices
‘ \\\:> - to ensure that we understand fully what each of
- them entials and that we are not fooling one another

about their meaningy For ekample, what did Ar't
Canaday mean last n!%ht whien he .said that all

- environmentaiists were ‘‘middle class" or when
we dealt with "esoteric'! connections between °
factories ~and the environment? o .

PHILOSOPHY THROUGH ITS: »long study of ‘ethics Has ﬁroduced theories’ which .Y
‘ '  appreise the ‘appropriateness of differences in
the treatment 6f persons with respect to’ their

. Tights-and dutiks.

e . '. ’ -
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e ’ PHILOSOPHY THRQU@H ITS: .lo study of inquiry of all kinds has pruduced
v .\; ) ' L , © whaty1is today etty’ sophisticated understanding
o e o~ ' _ of scientifiz/ﬁz:;odology with whlch”to appraise

A o ' 'lff ~ the basic sofindness and completeness-of the know--
ot T ' : .ledge we have about the environment on the basis

of which'we must make our. decisions for action. .

. ( . B
> AND FINALLY PHILOSOPHY 8 long history oﬁ,insisting on a critical examination -
e L of major tlaims dbout mankind has given it a. ., -

. B Y ‘ ' ) reputation-which has frequently gotten_ its\practitioners
R } - into trouble with their, contqnporaries«-r wi ness .
co M G LT ~ Socrates or G#lileo -- but in. the long run -fhis
% S i | critical activity has proved benefio*a to; all
. \ Prefessor Gruender then turneﬂ'to environmental questidns "_'First does the
o enviromment Have rights? Do species other than man have rights? How- do we decide
, such questions? -Qur culture has’ made a great deal of human rights, 89 when' ‘some. .
! ‘of us look at wildlife and the envitpnmEht, ‘'we have a set: toward thinking of rights
. there too. This is an error. We as ‘human beings are ‘moral dgents. .We_ can decide .
.right from wrong.. We_can take. responsibilit[es ﬁhen we takeé\rights. Rights .and - 1
. duties (responsibilities) go together. . One can ot talk abput’ thing having %"
rights without tts being able to-have: duties. e "object” having rights must be ¥ "
fully—functioning /fwith the ability to take res gonsibilities.jﬁf . R o

. . ¥

: . ‘When talking .about the environment, then, wé have to talk in terﬁg of'human

- rights: We can do this with sciéntific knowledgé revealing how humgns ar: 'bound
together with other liBeformg in lif@-support systems.; We too are biolo ~ca1 '

. ;creaturos. We have to* know what human bwdggs are, then we can deal L

;,:environmental questiouskjrights and obliga ions) effectively in h n;terms. 'xff ey

_ Unfortunately, -the ‘government has. discer 3d no- Btandards that are effective
" or;: forS: the ralization of what it takes to: repair or. replace features of a quality
enviro ent. This 1is a maj‘. problem for ‘demonratic government. Politicians can
"'talk to people ‘how, but theit actions afféct futuré generations. Histéry' points
‘to the short-sightedness . of'our deeds -{n this arena. ‘éﬁst look at the long- ‘

term consequences—- "How Nidl America look at the! Trrcentennial?", Can ;4 demo-

cracy create. a steady, ev” '.licy for 50 or 100 years? It can be done,vbut it

is difficult-given the fluctuacignsvin the conditions of life (e.g., economic '
‘vcycles, wars and upheavels, etc.). _ , v . . -

‘e

-We need to generate a philosﬁ%&y (or theology) of the ‘environment that .
leads to“steady policies and a sense of responsibility across generations. ¥
chiety has paid special attention to rights == our human rights. But the free
enterprise, competitive cast of our view of rights is self-centered. If we TR
persist, it will affect’the’ worid of future generations.= We.need to. make ome -

- decisions: about what actions.are gpen to us. to take to ‘enabfle others: to think
about these complex e;oblcms. Professor Gruender left'us with thosequestions.

v »

a. 'Does the envitonment, or do species o;her than man, have funda-‘”ﬂ A
mental rights? . : .
, ' ' \ )
o b. 1Is there an environmental philosophy? Do’ primitive cultures
-4 have better ones? ‘ ‘y .
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o o .. \Do we have an obligation to protect the environment, and if ‘so,

| ..} Qto whom? And from what?, - . . . o

- ‘ d How*is one to appraise the short-term ‘as opposed to the long- Ré

ST ‘term -consequences of some proposed-p roject or current activity? o
v . Take a highway, for é‘g?ple.vr-‘ . o

> R . . . ey
N . w ) - . N N
Lawrence Cunningham, Department of Religion, Florida State University T,
. ! L

Professor Cunningham confessed his learning to‘philosophical anarchism and
"revealed his pessimism about protecting the environment over the long haul* as v
. ~pedople and natuse are set. against: powerful American institutions. His view of
a radical trangformation included what he called a "philosophy of creative
failure. . People need to learn to live more simply, avoid large structures
and institutions which are controlling the destiny of society, the environment,
and the future. ™He recommended that we ‘commence our seeking for creative failure B
by reading Schumscher, I1lich, and Goodman.

—

Y

e : I take it that .y taskhtoday is to say something from the ,
- . perspective of the humanities* on the relationship of values, ethi-
. cal judgments, and questions of ecology.. The temptation in broach-
. . 'ing such a broad question is to deal with particulars where the
" ethical issues are clearcut (e.g., we need clean air to avoid a.
N cancer epidemic and where such an ep‘ﬁemic is possible clean air
- must prevail - that is an ethical statement) or to generalize:
so broadly as to demand automatic agreement (e.g., we need some.
- unspoiled space - -for people) But both forms of response are ob4' - _
vious and do not-advance the dialogue necessary to really frame _ -
“the corrsé? questions. : :

N e

It 1is my contention that we cannlt really -ask "ethical"

questions .about the conservatiodn and preservation of fesources v."/ v
L - (and I'm thinking of resqurces now das. most broadly defined) ]
~ without asking a prior ‘question which I think is absolutely i

fundamental: Is it possible to think that sound ecological
principles are basically compatible with a national policy,
" indeed, a national’myth, of unrestricted growth, more af
lifestyle, and an ever increasing gross national product?. To
., .put it in a'more concrete_wa§ (and borrowing from & question

" posed in the current issue of NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC) can we

.. save the broad vistas of Montana from the strip miners if it

- will: meaﬁfno electricity for_the'refrigerators of Chicago?

. The answer,.experieénce teaches us, is obviously no. What is

" the uge of\se;ting aside wilderness areas .if: they spawn a
o ~whole industry of snowmobiles, Winnebagos, dirt bikes, etc. -~ - an ’
_. - .to use those areas? <“_ ‘ E

<= : . . ‘
e In short " the ecological problem in this country in not ' '
one solving thig or “that problem that crops up because of
. the oVer extension of our,technology. It 18 a systematic S
problem rooted in the: very nature of apr lifestyle and in the .
very. structure of our economic institutions. I qp profoundly ) (
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'« without a prior examinatiogp of the whole basi of our view about

pessimistic about the future of our ecgsystem, I do not. think
that ad hoc solutions will do- the trick nor do I think that
substantive 'ethical considerations can be-adequately formulated

\]

- ourselves and how we fit into the larger scheme of things. ' .

This may all sound suspiciously religious.v It is. I .think
that the root of our ecological crisis _sffundamentally religious
not only in the sense of the West being ‘alienatéd from thé wdrld
.of nature to the rise of Protestantism in the capitalist ‘world
but also in, zhe denial of some of the virtues and insights_that
have been loét as a result of the triumph of post Enlightenment
capitalism, to wit: the pollution of ‘time and the desire for - v
_instant: gratification both individually and collectfﬁely I

submit that the loss of these insights have been institutionalized

Time: We need to recover a sense_of the continuum of history: that

we -inherit from the past and have a responsibiiity~for'the future.

Gratification: We hBve a right to use those things which will ‘ ,/5 ' -
make the human possible but that those things will not guarantee
happiness in themselves. . . ‘

s

Until we undergo, both ndividually and collectively, what
. was once qu¥intly called "a “conversion" (i.e., a radical change
 of 1ife) ecological sanity 1s not possible. To do that is goihg
to. require a radical and bold look at the whole system under which
we live. Tt will require a revolution, bogh psychic aiid social
It happened 200 years ago and ‘it must happen again. -

- , ) . 4 -‘: | o /

o~

John E Stephany, Florida Association of the American Institute‘of Architects, Tampa
A ]

Mr. Stephany offered the conferees a different view for his viewpoint involving
the built environment. He began with a historical view going back to creation as
in Genesis. Dr. Francis Schaffer in his book Génesis in Space and Time made three
points about man s setting within the natural world

) that Creation was very good and God - was pleased'

2) that man was created in God's image and had the spark of the divine

: in his personality’, and;

3) that man was given dominion over the: earth with the tremendous moral

esponsibility to care for and to manage the earth -~ God's Creation.

»
"What God gave man was very good in His evaluation. But. what man has done ‘has
been less than good in our owh evaluation. Perhaps a renewed religious-historical
view will bring about change. As to whether change will come in some massive.in-
stitutional way or on a personal one—by-one basis, Mr. Stephariy. accepts the ope—
by-one commitment as the most likely route to rebirth and renewal

- ’ a“
7

. Today, one basic feature ‘of our;problems is that of)complegity, which has
lead to fragmentation, which has lead to our response of specialization. Leonardq,
da Vinci was perhaps the last person to comprehend the totality of the‘knowledge

- of his world. Our environmental problems are indeed complex and the impact of the
“built environment is the greatest-complexifier of all time. We have responded, not

planned. We have responded from fragmented specialties, not -with a holistic point
of view. : .
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Mr. Stephany defined the built environment as what man‘has produced in v ] )
terms of buildings, towns,® urban spaces, etc. We all know the problems of .
ugliness, filth, unplanned growth, and billboards. How can'we respond to - N
these problems? We can respond with education to overcome envirommental .
illiteracy. We neéd an environmental education that produces aware citizens

and citizens who are committed to a vision of what could be -- the rich

-

possipilities for all 1ife. The American Institute of Architects and the
Flori Office of Environmental Education are powerful leaders in the field
’for st ch edhcation. ST \ : ) . ’ ot

o

He i”*’orking with the AIA on model legislation to provide such education :
. to .citiZens -and youth throughout the nation.. Mr. Stephagy described the model 5
i prograns .produced in Sweden where today people are more aware and more committed '
via education which produced a.one-by-one change in perspective. Such .education
produces-'d good" audience aSoquality environments, buildings, poems, etc. require
.8 good Audience. : :

= ' -

, Increasingly, we need ‘the vehicles to open decision—making on environmental b .
. policy to the people. In his work, Mr. Steﬁhany reports that he has found’ few .T?f: a
. persons who want to give input and feel confident in the impact of their thoughts.
As the leader of a citizens' advisory committee for regional planning, Mr. Stephany
wants more opportunities for citizen *'Lput and more citizens concerned and informed '
on planning issues. - , L - . o _ ’

In conclusion, he noted that we need to-educate'to what could be rather tha

. what 1s or what was. As Churchill said, '"People shape institutions, then in- |

. stitutions shape them." We need good institutions and good built environments

to shape. good citizens. : : . .

.

: . o

_ SOME T,HOUGHT_S’.ON THE HU\MANITIES AND ENVI RONENTAL 'QUA!._.I.TY -

Carla Palmer Education Director, .Florida Audubon Socie y, Maitland

As an environmental educator, Ms. Palmer addressed a variety of issues with
.an eye to the potential impact of educational systems upon human behavior. She
felt that the critical dimension'of the environmental crisis was the alientation.
of persons. from nature and from'a 'sense of responsibility. Each person does not
control his/her own economic, social, or political envirpnment for we have. tended
to leave that to'specialized others (e - businesspersons, community leaders,‘
politicians, and bureaucrats) - ' . v N '

] : : - » -t AN

As problems become more complex ané’ reach critical Stages, tpday s students
will face demanding problems of choice ~- and perhaps, revolutionary lifestyle
challenges. These tough issues will be tough moral/ethical dilemmas and persons
must be educated in ways that prepare them (and us) for, the task. We cannot
(nor can we encourage others) to- leave the moral choices to the experts, to the

- elected officials, or to whomever mpkes them by our default.

9
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‘complementing the other in-a process of growth.
-""Putting it all together," this is what that is all .about.,

of current conflicts. -

L ‘.@ . l : . .‘ . . .~ ._ . Ib.

We need an envi)ﬁnmental educat™®n that puts values, humaniti%s, and ce. _vj
the environment together. People and nature can grow mutualistically, one
‘When we use the cliche

- . . g é \» ‘

.{I- o 1’ . ¢
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William Hammond <EnvirdnmentalaEducation’birector Lee County Sdhools, Fort M Ayersxf,.ﬂ'

e
e )

. Defining enviromment~from the perspective of an environmental educator Mr. -
Hammond observed that-the environment begins inside each of us as human beings
(the “me" environment). All of us who have our "me" envirorment togéther are e

" secure knowing our identities and commitments, and. can be effective -change agents )
in the struggle for a quality natural and social environment S

f -
Since each person comes to an educational experience with a different set
of experiences -- a different educational base, each person can therefore contribute,

differently -~ even uniquely. Each of us is a resource in the educational process.

Mr. Hammond proceeded to point out specific areas in education where progress
can-be made and is being made in some parts of the nation. One thing is clear —-
that environmental studies 1s a place where we can make a difference in personal
dnd social terms. Learning inh envirommental studies and in the humanities begins
with a sensory’ experience and moves to matters of meaning and value.

Since survival depends on as many people as possible understanding the en-
vironment, we need to draw upon each and every vehicle for self and environmental
education. Mr. Hammond reported -on his experienceés with visual expression, art,
and dance forms for environmental education for all age groups in Lee Counfy, Florida.
Since we need different avenues to reach’ different people, his program has .used
the out-of-doors environment -- but the in-doors environment as well, including -
the in-church environment! One of the truly effective adult education enterprises
involve making audio-visual programs available to local religioug leaders, lay
teachers in religious education programs, etc., for their purposes. In this con~
text, art proved to be an effective bridge-builder. But most important, the notion
of sharing -- sharing educational resources -- has been the key to expanding en-
vironmental awareness and sensitivity (not unlike the function of sharing in other
contexts). ‘ S v .

-

LN *

It/ summary, Mr. Hammond believes that wa rebirth is here. He feels that we
are at a critical juncture in time and that this is the time to résolve a lot,
-We need a rebirth of sharing and caring. People need and
truly want to get involved -- putting selvés and the other fragmented units together
into  communitiés of persons. We must persist in‘what we believe if the quality of
our environment is to be preserved for ourselves and for others yet to come.

. . A . . &
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- A TIME TO DECIDE THE Enmonr«cm AND HUMANITIES”'

‘Ms. rjogx Stoneman Douggas President Friends of the Everglades , )

¢

: Ms. Douglas was introduced by Dr. Shéﬂkﬁy Taylor, Vice' President, National
. Sierra Club. 1Ir her introduction, Dr. Taylor noted that Ms. Douglas wag born
. 1in Minneapolis, Minnesota, in 1890. She moved to Miami and began work for the -
‘Mismi Herald shortly after her graduation from Wellesley College in 1912. Ms.. (f/
Douglas became noted not.only as a newspaper reporter and editor, not only‘for
her social concerns and projects in the Miami area, but she became an awdrd-
winning author of note -- with shoft stories, reviews, and other pileces appearing
in a host of national publications.?lBut, most important for our work at this
' conference, Ms. Douglas wroge an influential velume on South Florida entitled —~
EVERGLADES : 1kivep/of Grass.  This book appeared in the American Rivers Series
in 1947 and has gone through numerous printings. Currently it is available
through Ballantine Béoks in softcover. At this time, Ms. Douglas is a resident
~of Coconut Grove, Florida, _president of the Friends of the Everglades, and is
’ act(ve as the leader of the Citizens Coalition for WATER! :

L)

Ms. Douglas began her. presentation with a concern for the ternm_ﬁnvolved i
in the conference. .Emvironment is a term which she related to a sense of place.
. Geographically, a - sense of -place 1s tied to features on a map: Florida, Miami,
Everglades, hbuse,; etc. . But psychologically, environment is a tremendous
o influence in the development of a person and her/his identity. While not a
. . native Floridian, she reported the importance of her sense of place as a?»
’ Floridian since 1915. v . o ,

) The sub-concept region 1s important for envirommentalists. It 1s the basis
for all of our understamding of the environment. Florida 1s a set of xegionms,
each with unique characteristics, wgéch ‘must be understdod in order to take action
(e.g., develop cities and farms, set up protective legislation, etc.). Politicians
rarely understand Florida's regions and thus make absurd proposals like trying to

- get water to flov uphill from the Southwest coast to Tampa-St. Petersburg.

|

L 4

.Hhat are- the humanities? In her school days, the humanities were the new_'v
‘learning. The great classics-were to be learned from Greek and Latin. Music
was to make time audible, art was tg make space visible. The focus of the
humanities was upon human beings, their character, their motives, institutions,

- and actions. . -

-

-

The humanities are her business because she i1s a writer by trade. Literature ‘is
" the greatest humanity. deals with the language and the. human beings in the
various manifeatatioas of hiq/her being:  the great poetry, drama, essays, novels"
and stories. So Ms.%Wouglas elected to talk ‘about ‘literature ‘as the most power-
ful of the humanities.

In reflecting upon wvhat to say about literature and the environment, what was
there to say? Ms. Douglas returned to her definition of envir nt as a sense-of
place. The great poetry, which was a part of her being, had so/much to do with
her sense of place. Shakespeare wrote-about the being of the English -- their
great age of expansion. He was the one who developed Emgland's -sense of place,

using great language, great’ poetty, and great drama. o .

R o 31
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Focusing upon Richard II Ms Douglas recounted the theme and the thrust °

of Shakespeare's creation. .As an historicaL play, it most clos¢ly adheres
to the history of England. Richard Il came to power at the age of eleven and
was’ king for twenty years. After a time, Richard II got caught up in his f

‘own power and dissipated the wealth of the nation. John of Gaunt and others

" became upset about this violation of responsibilities.and the depletion of
the national wealth, but they respecteg/the tradition of divine right when
it came to the English throne. But -Idter, as John of ‘Gaunt lies dying, -
Richard II is delighted since he wanted money to invade Ireland, but ,didvq< .
not have the money. On his deathbed, John of Gaunt delivers (as Shakespehre's
character) a speech on hisg love of country -- his place. Richard II ehte 8

~and, John of Gaunt rises briefly 'to use the perogative of a dying man tg
tell the truth about Richard John questioned the divine right of kinge

Ignoring‘John g wisdom, Richard II seizes John of ‘Gaunt's estate after
) his death and invades Ireland. This was the equivalent in its day of our
growth ethic. <Richard II's invasion of Ireland was like the chamber of
commerce fecruiting mqre industry or a corporation developing Marco Island
] . -
Henry Bolingbroke, son of John SE Gaunt, returns from France to study
'the affairs of "state witle Richard is in Ireland. Richard II retuins from
Ireland with a depleted army, Bolingbroke's army surrounds and defeats'’

Ri 's troops and you have this great confrontation scene between Richard
I1 ‘and Henry Bolingbroke.» Henry demands Richafd's throne and Henry becomes
Henry ‘IV. : ’ : ) o : . ;o

This 1s a greét play because it shows hew the people began to question -
divine right.s It'shows that gréat men are persons.after all. It shows. the
* use of power by human beings who have too tuch. The corruption of too much -
power. . The Great Men are human and Shakespeare® Kings are really studied in
' power. The failures of powerful people reveal flaws in character which were
there before power came to them. ) -
R e . .
Movies are our concern as humanities and the truly gq@ at drama of our time
«'1s'A11l The President's Meh. Since wé need input fast, we cannot await the great
dramat{ist. We need the editors .of the Washington Post and their repotter who
can dig out the drama and present it to us. We need the filmmakers who c.h
condense history tp focus upon a theme which we all need to reflect upon as
a people. The editor of the Post was John of Gaunt), reluctant to assault
powerful persons by questions’. But finally moved to action. Today, Soviet
literature and some of the Third World literature are dealing with these themes
- as well. Human liBerty, human,motives, etc., are revealed intensively in
literature. Individuals and forces are ,highlighted for our awaremess and
reflection.

. Turning to phildsophy'as a humanity, Ms. Douglas noted that‘philosophy
begins at the level of the individual. How do you know you are? "I thih{
Ahe fore: 1. am.” We cannot deny.consciousness. We cannot know where it begins,
(v’ butAwe have it. Consciousness is the beginning of knowledge, the beginning
'of the person. It leads to empathy and sensitivi;y. How do I know you exist
with feelings, ideas, ideals, and rights and interests? o . *

~ Science is‘'a result of persons learning to think. Science has careful,
- painstaking methods for searching for truth -- building a body of verified
knowledge. It is not the creative genius of a Shakespeare -- s¢ience is a
different order of human mind.’ The Bible offers us creative, insightful
. . v _‘ . .
' -31-, :
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2 knowledge as great poetry -- consider Genesis l...."In the beginning there .
(" ,nas...s" Ms. Douglhs pointéﬂ to the difference between a‘Biblical/Shakespeare °
kind of truth and scientific truth, using -her thoughts on Genesiff...."IA the
beginning there was the Word (thought) " N . N :

From Darwin' (186a) to Einstein, science has gone beyond the English
language to symbols (E=MC2). Science through technology has .given our.
_tise great‘'power, but it too reveals that-we a8 ‘hutans are still fallible -
in the uge of power - especially absolute or enormous power. '

- Today, we are set upon with power of a differdnt sort. Planners and , \
- politicians want to put eight nuélear power plants in South Florida. These are
. controversial plants to begin with. Questions arise about how to, deal with the

It is a great gquestion for us all! The persons who argue for the plants are alwvays
. the emplo es ‘or the immediate beneficiaries of the companies. Instead we need
‘to.do res®arch in £fusion process for Zenerating power.’ But here the, government

has cut off funding to focus upon breeder, fission processes. We could explore
. the refinement of soldr systems -- beginning uith solar energy .for heating first.

. .\. wm R
) . We are up against a problem of gp;l{ed science. ‘We need ougg ’ but we
‘ - must also quedtion ‘the application of knowledge. It is our problem to question,

we ag citizens are the social goal setters. We cannot let Floxida Power & Light

: ,Company set the prforities, the goals, and the uses of powver. Dade County 1ig

-~ the greatest Florida battfeground of developm t vis-a-vis the environment.

' Jobp»or space?, Save or let it go? Who 1s toegecide? Who is. running the )
country now? Where do they get the power? the right? Are we dea with ~

' persons ‘and power plays like the Kings of Shakespaare and the Boys ‘0 .Nixon?

Katherine Lee Bates, M. Douglas Professor of English at Wellesley .
College, wrote a poem which we need to repeat occasionally to remind us of ourr
sense of place. Ms. Douglas began to read this poem and them to sing 1it...
and the audience joined in. The poem? "America, the Beautiful!"

RESPONSE

, fgg K. Sheligﬁ, Professor of Chemistry and Physics, Florida State University

e

- As the father of seven children, Professor Sheline reported his surprise
" at being asked to speak at this conferemce! He discussed a conversation with
_his environmentally-oriented son who asked his father what was wrong with
him -~ having seven children. As a .professor, his son expected, him to be
rationally aware. ' But his father's best answer was that life’ had" its emotional
mements as well as its rational endeavors. '
Yes, an environmentalist is a person who has a sense of place. Ours is a
‘fragile place —- the planet earth. It is not massive. It is not immense, it 1s
. fragile. We cannot inhabit other places -- at least on any foréseeable future,
So we are here. This is indeed our place. The astronauts recognized this --
and impresséd many of us. Now, with this" knowledge, we have a serie of tough
decisions to make. The Jet Portcase in Miami was an easy decision compared to
what we face in our lifetime. We will live to see the conflict not as.the
. Everglades yersus jet ports, hut the Everglades versus starving people!

-
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wastes. How t@ build in safeguards? Who can guarantee the safety of these ‘plants?

. N
e
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Scientists are not optimistic about the future as mi% t be expected
from their normal attitude of " objective creativity. For example, admittedly
simplistic, yet exceeding complex computer programs (based especially at
MIT) attempt to predict the future. These programg are a series 9£>dif£eré
ential equations into which go relationships. on population growth, agricultural .
_ production, natural resources depletion, industrial output pollution generation, )
) .. etc. .Prediction of the computdr .programs, although somewhat dependent on assums
ptions, and knowledge that we: now have, uniformly suggest a serigs of disasters. - . .
By 2050, 80% of the wotrld's population will‘be hungry (now 60%). Today, people e
“have the knowledge to make -cobalt bpmbs - which can desﬁ;gxlall life. Unfortinately,
‘there are no clear cut solutions to our dilemma. Howeve n the long term, the
solfition may involve the evglutiop of a new type of being that is more'sensitive
v than man as we know him,. - .

Iz

. .
a

In the short term, solutions seem to involyg conservation <= in all of its
‘facets -- smaller faniiMes, smaller homgs, a simple life. The people of the
developing nations and many of our own people are not willing to acgept this kind
of conservation. Therefore, a question of freedom of the -jndividual is involved.

We must not panic. For ‘example, nyclear power may well be one of the better -
short term solutions for energy. However, technical solutions probably only

_ postpone the problem slightly. We must each strive for a higher level of sensi-
tivity with which to face an uncertain future. This sensitivity can.be learned.
Bach person must earn his/her sensitivity through study and experiences - just

» -~ as one learns religion ‘ ‘ v . . o

FILN B T ‘

M RS .

WHERE ALL THINGS BELONG. 16mm. Color. Sound. 28 minutes. Purchase $400 00
_ Rental: $40.00. Essentia, P.0. Box 129, Tiburon, CA 94920 ATTIN: Olina
= Gilbert. (415) 924- 1192 435-9669. - , :
.“ . . - N . ’ . ‘..
‘ .

"Today's world 1is fot going to_pleces. In fact, we can witness the

vital, vibrant process of rebirth all around us...not only in nature .
" but in individuals who touch our lives daily. It is not a great,
& sweeping social reform based -upon politics, economics or philosophy

..it is a private,quiet, personal transformation.

"The first in a series titled RENASCENCE: THE PROCESS OF REBIRTH,

WHERE ALL THINGS BELONG is .a hymn to the joy of humans guiding their :
own destinies. In a context of universal oneness, joy and risk 1s

“its main theme. Author/educator/futurist, George Leonard‘is featured..

"A total learning package, in the tradition of ESSENTIA curriculum
materials, is provided with a unique, eight-page activity guide. This .
booklet offers a rich variety of growth experiences for all ages.'
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TURSDAY, APRIL 27¢h, 1976 WHEN IT COMES TO ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND
. " POLICY DECISIONS, WHAT DO WE WANT TO SAY?

‘ & '
Mr. Chris-Jensen, Florida Petroleum Council _ : _ e -

»

- Opening the panel, Mr. Jensen observed that "The env{ronment is _for people
‘He pointed out that the Florida Petroleum Council represented petroleum suppliers
"in the State, The cooperation between government, the Petroleum Council, and =
environmental people 1s important because petroleum 1s essential to man and affects
our whole way oft living. . . . _ JR :

\ . e

Energy will not come just from petroleum. Non-fossflfﬁmergy sources like .
solar; thermal, wind, nuclear must be developed. We will need energy suhstitutes
and coal will be a tremendous substitute for petroleum. Compromise will\be demanded.

as the mneed arises t strip mlne coal -- hopefully, é;th a minifum of environmental
damage. - . , v :
©o- ' : , . e N N
. However, such compromisé and cooperation is not, unprecedented. 01l exploration

in the Big Cypress 1s a cooperative venture. A committee was established'with.oil
interests and environmental groups to share information and- insights. They ¢onducted
on-site inspections of facilities to check for environmental damage. This ‘committee
advised the Florida Cabinet on future drilling. Two prlnclplee were foremost' the
least amount of dlsturbance to industry and the 'least amount of disturbance to the

. environment: Jensen ‘said that "through understanding, sincdgity,,end cooperation,
- & problem has been solved without confrontation.\ Thisﬁapproech will be needed i

" the future. ' ‘ ‘ : ' . *

The. Petroleum Council takes a broad view of: 1ts responsibilities. Beyond 1its
. 1nictia} advisory' role, today it works with the/Degartment of Environmental Regulation,
‘the Corps of Engineers, local planning departments. The Council is om call. The
Council sees itself in an educational role, working with the State, industrigs,
snd‘%nvlronmentallsts.u ) .- - o
» - \"'.
Mr. Jensen concluded by hoping that confrontatlon may be avq}ded and that .
diverse. interest “groups could continue to work together for.the kind of Florida

humsns need. If this is possible, it wlll,be a big step forward for all concerned.

Ve . . [ o
D ’
(Shirley Taylor, Vice-President, National Sierra Club

Dr. Taylor began with a question -- "Who are environmentalists?' Throughout
the conference speakers too often assumed that the environmentalists were fat-white
cats who got theirs and used the environmental issue to hold on to 1p. Dr. Taylor
argued that the environmentalists were leaders, loners, groups, organizations --
but also persons from across a broad spectrum of American llfe (enclosing social .
clesses)

S
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‘ Then?\Dr. Taylor briefly discussed a series of humih environmental concerns; .
beginning with energy. Her point was that people follow rate structures, that v
is, 1f things cost mqre, people are more careful. a needs to force the
| _ reévision of rate strictures “for electricity, for example, so that faEes per

kilowatt hour increase as a consumer uses more power._

¥

Strip-mining The vast demand for energy, especialLy low-sulfur coal in the
Western States, wild intensify the conflicts ovér protecting the environment

1

4 . and satisfying human energy needs. - .
® " Conservation of energl . Again, vast demands wi;} create social and environment 1
* -prcblems over controls and safeguards, and ve need to have research dollars
8 for alternatives. :
Land-use ‘Pecisidhns: Although. Floridians have/made progress, this is a critic
N\ 1issue for land-use decisions affecting” 411 human life therdafter. \We nee

fo "design with nature.”
Urban Growth:. We continue to foster impfacéical land-use, high energy transportation,

so that our urban areas with their sprawl are outmoded as they are built.
Transportation Modes: The location of ro ds, the reliance upon cars and ‘highways,

the design of cities, etc. are seen only in terms of short-term economjc inter-

. ests. These decisions will come ba k as major dilemmas to be resolved/ in thew
near future. - . 4% : )
Concern over Economics: We hear great outcries over the costs of alternattve
i - policies proposed by environmental groups, but today the computation of costs
) , - 1s restricted to market -- not social-eavironmental costs, which arg real. "‘
Air Quality and Water Quality: Waste disposal, figuring real productiop costs, etc.,
. are factors which immediately impress the general population -- 1.4., filthy

air and water. - Perhaps, these are the vehicles to get public concgrn on more
: subtle environmgntal impact. - .
Marshes and Wetlands: Environmental impacts not easily understood by the general
T ’ public are found here; natural water 'purification, breeding gro ds for marine
' ' 1ife, etc.# o ) . _ Y Ao

"Everything

The- sum of all these concerns 1s that we mustcéll remember tha
D is hooked to everything else. We must consider the whole system." Environmentally
concerned citizens must gather facts’and be heard to have an impagt on government.
‘And as the recent EarthCare conference 'in New York. demonstrated e need ‘an impact- -
on the world scene -- as these concerns for environment and justice are. world wide.
N S & _ . - .
William McGill Tallahassee-Leon Community Action - _i ..

As the Director of Tallahassee-Leon Community Action, ME.” McGill has a,direct
concern for the poor in the environmental mtlieu. He reported that his agédncy
focuses upon things like housing quality, living costs, employability, etc then,
he raised the question -~ "What comes first -- protection of water-a ?f qu ity,
for example, or unemployment and housing?" %) .

Complementary questions involving the poor are: Do‘we inérease food supply -
by intensive agriculture or do-we seek to limit population growth? Do we force

people to buy and use cars or do we .develop a low-cost mass Eransit system for all?
p

- ’ . .
. . v . .
’ . '

~ ‘ - 4 |

. -35- ‘




Mr McG11l noted that in all of this the education of the poor -- indeed
all people -~ about the socio-econgmic impact ‘of ﬁarge families, energy waste,
waste of personal and societal resources is a major undertaking but the main

> route to discerning a. quality lifeatyle and a quality environment. AR o

For example, Hr. McGi11 gave one illustration involving pOpulationa. The
higher the population in a society (or in a family), the more food:required
. The more food required, the more energy expended to get it. If we control
" population, we can cut back on the amount of energy which goes into food -
production, or acquisition in the case of a family., This frees resources for.
other pursuits. _ : 5
In housing, the poor and the wealthy need-educating on ways td'conserve.
It 1s surprising how much household energy is wasted through isnor,nce. '

In transportation, we meed public transportation that frees resources for
other non-traneportation (non-single family car) needs. The poor\k nvest a
great .portion of their income simply getting to and from jobs, ‘the! market- L
1ece, etc. , - . %.a‘
In Tallahassee. the combination of education, family planning, h%using,
and transportation will free the poor, and ultimately create more jpbs.and
fuller employment. A more immediate problem 1s to articulate to. poor ‘people
~ that improving (and being concerned about) the environment will not’ cost them
'jobs. - R _ Lo

|
L

, RESPONSE” _

John S. Hutchinson, Leon-County Schools -

Dr. Hutchinson responded to the palelists with a series of queries. First,
he asked, "ls there any relationship between knowledge agnd rational behavior?"
. ‘We know that we are'in an energy crisis,*but we set up a distribution system
whereby persons who save energy continue“to-watch their bills climb.: VPéople who
pursue vhat seems to be rational behavior are caught in irrational systems. ‘Many
- persons who have''knowledge" are not rational because they behave in ways that
reflect short-term motives and desires. Is there a way out pf these binds?

Second,. "Who said that '"The environment must support man'?" Thia point of
view is the villain in our quest for survival, and for a survival that preserves
our hymanness. He agreed with\Shirley Taylor that we need to anglyze and to
evaluete "Hhat touches what in All life systems." : 13 o

Third Dr. Hutchinson drew parallels with BiIll McGill's point that poor
people are first concerned with survival (everyday préblems) and second with
environmental concerns. But Hutchinson pointed out that we are all poor people
in the environmentsl sense. In another sense, the poor people are like thé
environment. They have been the ones who have paid for economic progress. They
(1ike the quelity of the environment) are the first to suffer.

Unfortunately, policy-makers think that environmental concerns are only the
concerns of the white middle c¢lass. We.need environmental education to broaden
the concern for the environment and to broaden policy-makers viewpoints.
Ulfimately, ve need to be heard by policy-makers and we are going to have to
contront the urioue’ questions posed by population growth and ‘istribution.

o 37 . R
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Davidhg. LaHart, Regional Direct&r, Florida Wildlife Eederation . i (-

ervation thdat prioritfes differ for different

is not just for humans, it is for fish and wild-
stand the rights of other lifeforms with whom we, ag
ort systems.

Mr. LaHart began uith the ob

’ types of peqple. The environm
- life as.well)l  We need - to und'
humans, e various lifesu

- : The apparent conflidt be¥ween humans and other lifeggrms is like the *

' apparent conflict between the environment and energy demands. It may be

. " that we (as humans) will have to respond to both cotiflicts by accepting
(or seeking) a lower quality of life -- defined by less material goods and
services. To protect ecosystems gnd to insure our survival,.we will have
to lower energy consumption and develop obligations to lifesupqprt systems.

The question of how to accomplish this is still open. By inclugding the
electronic media (TV, radio) in the humanities, we have a vehicle pg.alert
citizens to the dangers and to the options. Nuclear energy via the fission

-process 1s a superb issue for the electronic¢ media end for the humanities -- .
.a dangerous situation where we may buy today's pleasures- (energy) by selling '
our tomorrow. This is a Faustian'dilemma, all" too familiar to himanists. :

Mr. LaHart pointed to the seeming conflict in Bill McGill's talk -—
that between the environment and employment. Accor&in to Mr. LaHart, this
conflict is not real but illusory. Cleaning up the ensironment and maintaining
environmental quality can mean jobs, if the society wills it. More jobs could
be created by social 'pblicies which divert production from capital intensive,
large-scale production (with huge profits for those who control the capital)
to labor-intensive, smaller scale produc\ion of goods and services. The real
* conflict is betweem concentrated economic power and human survival needs. One
“ can argue that pollution and enviponmental deterioration occur when the society
tries to meet artificially-high economic needs and maintain conceritrated economic
o powver. “When people need jgbs, attention’is diverted from concentrated economic
power ,to the environment; and, since salt marshes and deer have no votes, jobs
™ are obtained ard economic pawer maintained at the expense of those marshes and -

©  degr ; ~ : - - T
r»&: : ,~,. “. ) » . .

; ‘fluted social, economic, and political system is as distasteful as a
.(/ polluted-waterway, in fact they ar; inseparable. , "

]

| TUESDAY, APRIL 27TH WHAT CAN THE HUMANITIES SAY TO CITIZENS ABOUT
| ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMCERNS? o

Richard R Rgbino, Department of Urban and ngional Planning, Florida State University

N, 'x» Proféssor Rubino began by tackling matters of definition. From his perspective,

as an urban planner, he uses environment to mean '"natural resources." ‘With his
copy”of Webster's dictionary; he used humanities\gs "branches of polite learning...
includinE many diverse,fields "

’ .
hd .

His concern was. not what, to say to ‘citizens and policy—makers, but how what
needs to be said- c.ﬁ'ﬁ? said. All of the humanities deal in communicating -
communicating messages which have an impact on social, pelitical, and corporate
consciousness. At present, comnercial development is pursued at any cost to the"
environment and to human community and that must stop. .

38 -
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Basicslly, we must come . to realize that the gravy days are qver.
. today - the government seems to concentrate on othpr matters such%.k economic _
interests, inflation, stimulating*jobs, etc. In fact, the problem with gove*n—

- ment 1is that it seems capeble of focusing upon one 1issiie at a time. The needs

_are too great, the issues too complex, for this myopia to continue without ~— - - "

serious crisis. . - _ —

The major need 1s for the humanities™to communicate this urgency and com-
plexity now. Possibly, ‘environmental education is a route to stem the tide

which seems to be running against environmental quality concerns in he Florida,

and in the America, of the mid-1970s.

~ ,

A Professor Rubino's personel environmental concerns are water quality, energy . .
consumption, the renewal of the Cross Florida hsrge Qanal and the threat to the
communities tied to the Apalachicola River in Flori As we cope with. these
issues, Professor Rubino urged us not to lose sight o\ the fact that three factors
‘are essential in decision-making: economic, sociel, snd enflronmentel.

PR I * .
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ﬁ‘;f Louise Bleckwell Department of English Florids Universitx

. Before the conference, Professor ‘Blackwell descr’bed her intended contribution
as follows: :

The: humanist, thst is, the person who claims humanities as his
pleasure or his burden, has a major role to play in environmental
policy decisions and quality decisions. He has, however;. rece tly
-abandoned most of his reeponsibilities in the pubMc area. lly,
there are no limits to the areas of decision-msking where the humeﬁ' .
ist and the humanities should be involved, although only three sig-" .
nificant areas will be discussed here. . T

In our own community, .three areas. of concern where the humanities
and their spokesmen should have powerful influence haveﬁ;o -do with
human understanding, aesthetic understanding, and ethigal understanding.

« In the area of human undéerstanding, I have in mind the racial problems
that etill exist throughout the United States. Specifically, I have

in mind thé thoughtless way that the white power structure has been: B o
=™ destroying black schools and colleges for more than 30 years. In a . éﬁ&ﬁg‘
speech that I msde vn the 85th birthdsy of FAMU, I said, "The bald L3

fact is that when' you destroy 'a people's institutionsq you destroy :
the people." That is true.

The humagities have. feiled to bring: ebout sesthetic understanding,
to instill a sense of beauty through the education process, or why
else would we be inundated by pornography? If parents who were edu- .
cated in the humanistic txaditiondo not pass their: understanling
on to their ch:lﬁdren, then we, as instructors, should undertake the
'responsibility. .

Ethicsl understsnding is sadﬁ& missing from the suing and shout-
: 'ing that we read and hear about today regarding the right to die,
9 abortion, organ trenpplsnts, and birth-control. Reactions to these
’ matters are generally emotional and unreasoned, indicating our failure
as humanists to instill an epprecietion of ethics, logic, and tolerance
for the attitudes of others. 39
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Charles William Swain, Depar;mept,gg Religion, Florida ,State University li‘ >

. . . D . s o L
- ... Dgscribing his contrihution to the confgspnce before the fact, Professor .
e Swidin wrote: : R ' " .
1w ‘Tlke to také as my ':theme_ for contributing to the panel . e T
4 the value of cross-cultural perspectives in.thinking through :
gsome of the p:dbléhs related to environmental quality. P ‘ \

@pphasize, first of all, the way in which a particular

. perspectiMe influences the kinds of choices which one sees as
: possible ii"a given situation. . I will probably use the general
R area of economic decision making as a source of examples here,. . L

7w k. Then I will discuss briefly the difference which a differirg
~:') - perspective might make in such perception -- drawing upon a
o« non-vestern perspective on, the relation of human life to its , ,
"cosmic setting to illustrate. ’ : ' ® L
r T S . |
Finally, I will comment on the way in which cross-cultural:
: perspectives may contribute to the emergence of a genuine = .
. ( :global avareness, which seems tp me .the only adequate stand-
] point for making decisions about'”environmqntal-quality," ;
: ! . .simply because, ultimately, the environment IS the planet.
: The humanities may foster théfemergeﬁce of such a perspective
to the degree that they remind us of the universality bf human . y
concern ‘about the quality of human life, and teach us that . .
the ohly community. deserving of our ultimate allegiance is the
human community -- no smaller community can ‘claim our loyalty _
except in so far as it can represent that planetary fellowship - | B
of which we are necessarily a part. - : .

N ¢

Professor Swain began hid presenfation from the perspective of Taoism,
quoting from Holmes Welch's Taoism: The Parting of the Wa .* Drawing upon
Taoism as ap alternative view of reality (and of ourselves), Swain noted that
most of us ‘in the Western World think it is good to be vigorous; progressive, . ~
and forward-looking. Taoism, as presented by Lao Tzu,.ﬁglieves“it is good
to be weak and to look inward and backward. We believe in dynamic, gg;ressive
leadership; Taoism in listless and passive leaders. We believe in competition;
Taoism in dull indifference.. We believe in education; ‘Taoism thinks it dan-
gerous. We fear standing still and want progress; Taoism ;eaches‘thqt standing
'still is the most effective way‘to deal with almost all problems. We want a high;
Taoists want to be low.” We want action; Taoism stresses inaction. If one could -
get a Taoist to EEagh,thp way to cope with envi:onmenta}_prob;ems, Lao Tzu_-—‘
1f he spgke at all -- would softly tell us to do nothing, leave the gredt problems
to ao}ve'themselves while each pgrspn~attendé to his/her own life affairs. -

A

~ Professor Swain challenge&‘qutb ask if any of Lao Tzu's ideas made sense -
- . to 'us as Western Urban-Industrial persons. Taoism.turns our values upside down.

- . F,ilure becomes success. Good becomes bad. The results seem comic, as the.

aggressive competiti@e 1ife is abandoned for the Taoist view. But Lao Tzu
. stresses a quieter role of man on the earth -- a view that might lead to man's
7 . survival. What will it take to convince ‘people today that the active, clever
. -\\ | . " . ' -~ N
N \ _ *Holmes Welch, Taoism: " The Parting of the Way (Boston: Beacon Press, 1965), .
) ‘ i
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/. 1ife -- a 1: of progress, evolution, theoretical advances, bigger is bet;;er,

| etc, -~ 1s. destructi"e in the long term? Taoism, as presented by Holmes Welch..
“and Professor Swain, might guggest.to us that to be less ctlevef ("stupid") is-
a route to survival together. After the next war or after the ecological holo- .
caust, perhaps the. dolts, bumpking, and savages will survive and refuse to re-
build a destructive way of 1ivifig. Instead, ‘' these stupid ;leople might, as, the
Tao "f_e_'ChiEg suggests, "live in small villages, refusing to use machinery even - .
though it requires ten times less labor. They will value their lives and not go B

- far avay....They...will find sweet savour in théir food, beauty in their clothes, '

: peace in their homes, and pleasure in their rustic tagks."* ' :

According to Professor. Swain, e humanities need to teach people to be as
stupid as required to stop our self-destructive way. of 1life. We need to salvage
* 1ife from 1its self-destructive path. One need not go. far -to digcover writers
with ample evidehce showing that it 48 crazy to keep using natural resources, ne
- at the current pace. We need new lifestyles which are simpler, less comf'ortable,
‘less artificial, but more in keeping with whpleness and wholesomeness. - Simpler
_but sounder lifestyl\eg/ will allow us to continue to 1live on this p;l.anet. - )

Defining wisdom, Swain reminded us that it encompas*d factual knowledge,
moral sensitivity, and imagination. We work on the assumption that these can be
separatéd, but they cannot., We need" wisdom which encompasses all three dimensions"
An. our beings.  The humanities may offer us the motives and morals’ which wisdom :
reflects.  In.selécting a new model for 1ife. Swain discounted the lifeboat - =
model (so popular with some environmentalists) for :the spaceship, whereih '
- 11fe must be eustained with all of the life-—giving ingredients it will ever
- have, The photographs from the moon give us a vision of our planet as a
i spaceship. Looking at our place-from afar, we are struck with onme thought,
: "It is inhabited.” ....Now it is our move to spstain this by deliberate

human action -- or inactionv : .

.. ) ’

_*Ibid.,‘p..'178'. e \,

*#*A modern version of this ‘Taoist image is reflected in E. F. Schumaoher, Small Is
'Beautiful'- Economics as if People Mattered (New York' Harper & Row, 1973).

~.
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B Jackson Lee Ice, D;partment of eligion, Florida State Universigy

» The growing ecological crisis which threatens ‘the industrial nations of
_the world has increasingly made us aware of the pervasive ‘and sinister changes

 which our ravaging of the earth's trreplaceable resources and our increased

polluting of the environment with fouling wvastes and genocidal chemitals have
wrought. We are now reaping the fruits of irremediable damage from' "seéds
sown solely in unconcern with an eye.to immediate profit and gratification. -
°Such reckless waste 1is covertly sanctioned by a national economic theory -
"whether it is talled capitalism or communismv- and by an egrerious patriotism
-.which sanctions any act ‘as right 1f it is done 1in the interest of national
security and expansion.. ' ) o 1 o _ _
The culprit that immediately comes to mind is the linking of the insatiabIe,
competitive appetite of capitalism with the ingenibus tools -of bechnology -
both devoid of concern for human welfare. or the preservation of the earth. But®
our present nemesis is the result of a more basic fault which rums. through the

" philoaophical ‘strate of Western humanity 8 world-view (which has supported its

cultuvhl outlook formed its mind-scope for hundreds of years). It is a part
 large and deeper crisis. It did not suddenly appear as a seasonal blight
he Jbranches of Western Culture, it ‘has a long history, and its causes are
deep in its roots. These roots were discussed. in Professor Huston Smith's
lecture at the beginning of this conference and implied by this last.

Since our present science and our technology, as well} as ‘our political .
‘theories, are so tinctured wtth orthodox Christianity's" arrogance toward nature, -
capitalism's callousness toward human beings, and materialistic philosophy's \
truncated view of nature, no solution for our ecological difficulties can
be expected from them. °The ecological difficulties we have brought on our-

. selves cannot be dispelled by relying on the same conCeptual tools. . Redoubling

our technological efforts when we have myopic aims is futile. The stock-in-
trade messiahs - capitalistic Christianity, Marxism, .communism, scientific
humanism - cannot extricate -modern industrial man frdh his present plight.
i Since the roots ‘of our trouble are so largely axiological ‘the remedy
‘must also'be essentially philosophical and religious. What we need 1s a new
- consciousness, and an expanded world-view. This could come about partially .

®

"thrbugh a. l) reviaed conception of nature‘and 2) an enlarged:ethic of responsibilityg

This opinion has been expressed by numerous writers in bbth the sciences
and the humanities. Paul Goadman said, "To meet the historical crisis of science
at present, for science and technology to become prudent, ecological and de-
centralized requires ... a kind of religious transformation." Charles Reich
in The Greening of America perzhasively points to the importance of -a change
of "consciousness," which he specifically describes as a '"conversion." Lynn
White, Jr., whose address before the American Association for the Advancement
of Science in 1966, which was a landmark of the.ecological movement, wrote:
"More science and '{:ore technology are not-going to get us out of the present
crisis until we find a new religion, or rethink our old one." Kenneth Boulding
in his book Human Values on the Spaceship Earth, proposes that the Judeo-
~Christian tradition, where God often 1s set et off against nature," must learn
from the traditions of Asian religion. Professor_Ian ‘Barbour, philosopher of
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science, Roger Shinn, Huston Smith, all ekpress the need for a new ethical

consciousness ‘(an ideological fhange) . I

’

\. Western philosophical traditions have too often set man apart from Sy
nature and regarded matter as dead and inert moving according to precise ~
laws within a picture-frame container of space and time. All gentient
creatures'vere unfortunately included in this mechanistic view of nature.
But today many fields' of science, from ecology to molecular bio-physics,
provide unassailable .evidence that not ‘only is man an: integral part of the
¢ natural order - dependent on the intricate web of lif,e, but that matter, -
so-called, is not primary and that there 1s no longer any demarcation -
between organic and inorganic. There 1is a~continuum from sub-atomic particles
, to cells to man. The universe is strangely similar to the complexities -and
..~ dimensions that make up man. The world is now seen more 'as a living: d¥ganism
with psychic-like responses instead of-a sentientless, mindless,,purpose ess,.
valueless machine.' e ;( : _ _ ,/

This view.is in keeping with process philosophy - today, partictlarly as
expressed by Alfred North Whitehead. I would like to suggest that the broader
view of nature expressed in this philosophy is a more adequate alternative and -

: may well contain in part ‘the needed basis for the revision of our axiological
. - 1lls. . . .

N

-

‘Process philosophy elaborates a new view of nature. In the Newtonian -

view, which prevailed until the last .century, nature was essentially static;

- all things were believed to have been created in their present forms. . The

- order of nature was he d to'be simple, reducible to a few types of entity

_-governed by a few basic laws. It was thought to be determined, its future
in principle predictable from knowledge of the present. But today ‘nature
appears not as inert but as a dynamic process of becoming, always. changing
- and developing, radically temporal in character - an incomplete cosmos still
in the making (coming into.peéing). It.1is not simple but highly complex and
multi-layered, populated by many diverse types of entities, describable by
many diverse laws, . understandable only by diverse : proaches. . Furthermore,
it seems to be in principleiunpredictable, especialfly at the level of quantum
physics. Many scientific laws, for instance, are: statistical and do not allow
prediction of individual events. Gene recombinations and mutations are un-
repeatable occurrences producing unique individuals and unique evolutionary
species. - ‘ o !

-

Process thinkers thus represent nature as a dynamic and creative process, ?
. unified but diverse. ‘They stress the omganic interdependence of all creatures.
"For them mind and matter are not two opposing. principles or substances, but
& two patterns of events in systems having magy levels of organization.‘ The '
world is a vast creative experiment and adventure, its future still undecided
and open to new possibilities. Nature 1s a single creative drama in which
both God and finite creatures participate.

1 believe such a view of nature might be the next steps toward a more
complete view reality. Process thought will not solve all our problems, but.
it at least makes room for wider vistas of thought and action more in accord
with what are noy known about the world.

43
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The second step toward amelioration of our present dilemma 1is an enlarged

Is 1t not strange that Western philosophical systems of ethics confine ,

. themselves only to the relatiord of man to man? Like the woman who has just
- mopped the floor, conventional ethics shut out all the animals so they won t
track through and mess up the kitchen. . o L

Is itanot atrange that all ethic of Jesus says nothing of any 18%e or’ 1
compassion we ought to have for other sentient creatures and all life around
us of which we are so much a part and upon which we utterly depend for our
very lives? Albert Schweitzer congidered this a peculiar deficiancy in
-Christian thought. He was puzzled even as a child, that it spoke of no moral

obligations that man ought -to have toward other forms of life,

Necessity is not only the mother of invention, it 1is now fathering a
total ethic - something we. had not yet grown into with the requisite expanded
moral sensibilities, but something we inadvertently back into: the unqualified
extended responsibility for all life. 1In an iromic, round abou§ way, the facts
are proving Albert Schweitzer and his ethic of Reverence for Life correct.

Finite Nature - (a single living cell in space) - 18 reminding us of the
obvious fact that we are not masters of our environment to the singular extent -
ve prefer to believe. She is ominously demonstrating that the prideful use of.
power to subdue all things beneath the yoke of human domiratipn 1s disastrous,

. making us not masters but victims, ‘She 1s lethally illustrafing that life is

a cooperative venture to a far.greater extent than we Westernérs ever realized.
The facts of the physical world are di{stating a moral ought: "Have ethical .
'responsibility and compassion for all life whatsoever or die!", This 1s not
merely a.consistent total ethic - it 1t 1s sound ecology. : iv‘, ‘

The time has come for an expanded ethic which consistently includea all _

,Life, an ethic of renewal rather than conquest, of participation rather ‘than .
domination, of parsimony rather.than affluent waste by the few, of integration
- with nature instead of alienation from nature, a cosmological rather than
a‘social political ethic, a pan—psychist rather than a materialistic world view.

T2

il

Humanity must strive to become members of divine nature instead of .
manipulators ‘of profane matter. What the industrial revolution did in the l9th

century to men, women and children - treating thém as expendable surplus R
commodities to. feed the machines of big business - the 20th century is doing
to nature. As the rights of the under-privileged classes grew, out of this - .

earlier conflict ‘let us hope that the divine rights of nature and all that
1lives may arise out of the present crisia° that ve may gain a new level of
'vethical and religioue consciouaneas. :

_ I conclude with an epilogue Containing two statements which illustrgte the
. mentality and the twisted logic which has been’ part and parcel of the attitudes
‘which have engendered our present ecological dilemma and still- infects our
coneidered aolutione. ] . , }
-
- ‘Our sad ecological plight is typified by the twisted logic reflected in two
statements. The first was a remark made by an all-America sportsman to his
gun=toting compatriot: "Did you read that thé longhorn Rocky Mountain goat is
now an endangered species - that mean, 1've got to get out there and shoot me
~ one ‘of them c¢ritters before they become extinct."

&,
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The second was" made by an Air Force Commander during the Vietnamese War
- who reported: "Wé‘had to destroy the village tn order to save 1t.

This kind of 1984 "double-think" logic actually makes sense.and is taken
seriously by many people. I hope that this pathetic type of i1llogic' with :
‘'which many bureaucratic minds approach the problem of ecology will not continue
to dominate our age. '"We must.not let the bleedipg heart conservationists

- stand in the way of true progress and the glorious future of our countfy.
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"when pﬁople tal® about returning to nature, I want to
know how far back they want to return. The reason ‘for
So much of that attitude is that two-thirds of us. in
America are SO young we never had the experience of
biting into a wormy apple, looking at the worm hole,
- and wondering, 'Is it in there yet, or did I get him?"
.- We think the god of nature made a nice, red, plump,
" appetizing apple. God puts thé worm in the apple, . _ l.
and man . takes ‘it out....The problem of agriculture . R

. is to convince the tuo-thirds of us who are under .
7 30 that we get a nice, plump, juicy apple anly be-
cause we disturb the ecology of nature." ;
~ --Secretary of Agriculture Earl L. Butz, ' o }
February 1972, testimony before a
, House subcammitteo.

<

o 'Iﬁnost all wild apples are handsome...It is
. - : rare -that the summer lets an apple go without
. streaking or spotting it on some part of its
". sphere. ' It will have some red stains, commem-
orating the mornings and ‘evenings it has wit-
nessed; some dark and .rusty.blotches, in memory
of the clouds and foggy, mildewy days that have
passed over it; and a spacious field of green
: . . . reflecting the general face of Nature-green even
. o ' S as the fields; or a yellow ground, which implies .
. S . ' a milder.flavor-yellow as the harvest, or russet
« : _ , as the hills...Others are sometimes red inside,
IR ' " -perfused with a beautiful blush, fairy food, too
- beautiful to eat.” -
. . , --”led Apples" by Henry David Thoreau, 1862.”k

0

CONCLUSIONS AND EVALUATION L

T ' y
The speakers and participants at this conference supported and amplified the

orgenizing ideas for the conference, namely:
L .

K Decf{sion-making on ‘questions of environmefital ;oliizagf//ff
' ' is thought to be a scientific task involving empi o
’ o * inquiry by natural and social scientists. This common
. view omits the ethical questions and human aspirations
‘which environnentel quality decisions entail
This conference needs to eddreee the queetion "What can’
‘the humanities say to environmental decision-makers,
concerned citizens, and interest groups about public
policy and environmental quality?" The conference.
} ., program provides needed dialogue among public officials,
. community leaders, environmental educators, scholars
in the humanities (religion study, ethics, philosophy,
literature, history, etc.), and citizens in general.
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. <;\‘eonference participants (speakers, - respondents, and audience) expressed a
' concern for the definitions ‘of environméntal quality and quality of 1ife which - ¢
were interrelated. Discussions focused upon the p6le of the humanities in J
*affecting’ our perceptions of reality and our values in ways that might redefine . i
"é%ality of 1ife" which would lead to lesser demands on the eco-systems of which |
. we are a part. There was a sense of immediacy about this redefinttion and reshaping
of attitudes and aspirations, due to the presence of a "bottom line" where natural
forces, not human policy forlnlation, would gain ascendency in forcing a balance. i
- The conferees recognized the "bottam line" as close at hand with the growth of !
human population, unlimited demands for goods and services, the rising conscious- ;
ness of Third World hations and peoples, the impending crisis in traditiona}
energy supplies, and the increasing urbaniZation of the world's population.
N
But the conferees were not doomsayers. - First, there was considerable attention
to the assumed conflict between environmental quality and the creation of jobs, ¢
between the common.good cagt in environmental terms and social justice for peoples
. who have not received thei fair share.” While environmental policies and "enyir
-, pmentalists” were often the tqrget of blame in job shortages and in shortfalls in
" economic stimulation, the conferees noted that environmental quality need pot be
“‘the "paymaster" of the unemployed. .Alternatives exist which would provid’ﬂjustice
and employment congruent with‘salt marshes and fresh aire ';P '

Second, there was considerable attention given to the positive function of the
humanities in envirommental education which has the potential to redefine human '
aspirations in ways which foster justice and environmental quality. This concern
for education involved formal (school-based educagidn of children and adults) and

non-formal education (based in co-ops, the media, alternative community institutions,

etc.). The current thrust of environmental zguca ion in Florida by schools (for
.example, Lee and Leon counties) and by community-based groups (for example, the
?lorida Audubon Society, Sierra Clubs, and ad hoc ‘coalitions) was. perceived as a
very positive sign. The increasing search for a broad spectrum of the adult public
to get control over its lives and institutions ‘was a positive indicator for the '
future. - /7 . . ‘
: : , " . B . ' _
A major concern left unressived was the need'to devélop policy-makers who
. "viewed problems in a holistic, interrelated way, who could envisgon alternative.-
realities and possibilities, and who could. work to help shape trends as well as

v

follow them. -~ .. . , -
' .- " Conference Participation
' Sunday evening program: 98 participants.
Monday evening program: 57 participants
1‘_ Average gaily seminar :
> " attendance: , 50 participants

!

.r-Conference EValuation

LT RS

&

* s , The following page summarized the ‘specific data collected on evaluation forms
" This, evaluation.was positive. In addition to written comments on the form, ten
participants took the time to write follow-up letters assessing the conference.
. In’summary, the evaluation was very positive. Conferees considered the program
one of high quality which was well-planned, involved superb speakers, arid provided
useful information. The session on Monday night with Marjory Stoneman Douglas,
‘Raymond K. Shel#ne, and the fil& "Where All Things Belong! was perceived as the
highlight of the conference." Half of the evaluations commented on the usefulness
of the handouts (see Appendix C) and expressed a desire for the: printing and
Aiesenination .of ‘all the conference papers 41.7 . _ /;;
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1. How worthwhile has this séagion been for you. personally? )

N I 4 3 2 1 '
Not very b : p Extremely
VWorthwhile| — | — | — | — | — Op Worthwhile

4

!ﬂ\at made this worthwhile for you?
. , »

What limited its worth for ybu?: ‘

A Y

2. How clear were you about what you were supposed to be leaming
during this scssion?. “

6 S u ) 2 1

. Very a4 - .
‘ /\? _ : Confused — 1= | - | - |2% 98] Very Clear
- ' ] . . ] - ‘ . . - . ¢ . .
\) _ ‘What, in particular, did you find confusing or unclear?-

~ v

3. How much audience pu't-icipation took place ;n the discussion session? |
- 6 5y 3 A o ~
Seemed to)é - l - - 54 207{75% -Seemed to be a

Very Little Good Discussion

Additional conments and feedback: 4
LY . , ‘
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In response to this req st, the co—directors are plaeing this final report
with ERIC-CHESS (Boulder, Colorado) and thé\Florida Office of Environmental
Edscatioh may print 500 copies of the proceedings for distributign ‘ .

But the negative coumentssare.more useful for_assessing our ‘1 act and for

designing foture conferences in Tallahassee (and Florida). Considerable. time was
- spent at the conference and after interviewing participants and those who helped
with the planning. The following paragraphs encapsuIe the results .of this effort,

1. The major concern revealed in negative comments focused upon the dis-
appointing attendance. Participants questioned the pre-gconference
publicity which was extensive and intensive (see Appendix A). Those -
~expressing criticism said that the conference was simply too good - to
be missed, yet large numbers of policy-makers, citizens and students
who might have been interested and affected were not in attendance.

. These persons also noted the difficulty in securing an audience in
Tallahassee where -the number of opportunities was high on a per capita
basis. However, those offering these comments .-did not want the limited
attendance to become a deterrent for the co-sponsors and funding agency

to conduct future events 1in the State Capital They made specific suggestions'

A a) Try to tie conferences to extant groups' programming,
"b) Try an invitational conference, gaining co\\ltments from specific
persons for specific times;

c) Red}rect the publicity so that specific groups are targeted and the
media campaigh is conducted over an extended period of time (a week
‘or so prior .to the conference);

d) Conduct conferences with a specific issue-focus, not a conference
directed toward broad themes like "The Humanities and Env onmental
?  Decision-making" (e.g., land-use, the Apalachicola River Dam, public
" purchase of Everglades lands, Cross Florida Barge Canal etc. using
. Art Marshgll's conception of the "renaissance: group" -- see his paper
in Appendix C), '

e) %ry a series of evgging presentations and dialogues beginning with
a WFSU-TV Prime Time appearance at 7:00PM followed by an 8:00PM
meeting, in-1ieu of a concentrated day-long and evening conference;
' - . ' \.' . N -
f) Conduct future conferences in Florida's major population centers or in
- communities which do not enjoy the programs available in Tallahassee.

2. Some evaluaters expressed a desire to have the speakers present throughdut

the entire conference to fogter interaction. . This was especially the!case
for governmental spesakers.' .

3. Most evaluators expressed a desire for more interaction time. We needed.
fewer formal papers on specific issues with the panels and participants
responding and interacting around those papers. Several conferees noted
t t this was the model presented in Art Marshall's paper which was' dis-

buted at the,conference.. .

s -
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- The co-directors of .this conference intend to continue to collect ideas
for enhancing the effectiveness of future conﬁerences. Specifically, the
..~ Highways and Hunans Conference on "Transportation Planning and. Citizen In-put
- Skills" (scheduled for June 26th in Tallahassee) will incorporate many of the
suggestions received, including the use of a modified "renaissance group" format
for the day-long ‘meeting. - . :
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' ¥ " to State agencies and.to local-churches.

&

: . APPENDIX 5 ‘
PUBLICITY: . | | o

The following publicity procedures were taken by the Project staff:
a). Upon no 1f1cation of funding,. 4, 000 quick-copied "first

announcements were distributed through the United Ministries
Center and the Environmental Edueation Project Florida State"
University. Copies went to all persons on the UMC mailing v-
list and the Project mailing list. - Copies were distributed -

Copiles went to

nationa%’pnd State environmental groups. :

b) At the same time, press releases went to the newsletters of
religious organizations (local churches orida Council of
~€hurches, etc.), State environmental orgapizations and
agerlcies, teachers' organizatione, and national environmental A
. organizations.
~t) Upon completion,of the program arrangements, 1500 copies .of
the program were printed and distributed to local churches
and to out-of-town prospective attendees (with hotel {
.reservation cards, -étc.). - . ;
. et ‘
d) The final copy of the-program was printed a week later
(3,000 copies on greer)” and delivered by messenger to all -
Leon County Schools, churches, State environmental agencies,
the Florida Senate .and House of Representativee,‘und private
groups interested in the, environment and hehdquartered in
Tallahassee. : o 4
e) A press release was sent, to all Tallahassee radio and tele-'
vision stations a week before the conference.‘ .
E \
7€) A Sréss release went to all newspapers in the Tallahassee area
a week before the conference-—with two ads plaged in the
Tallahassee Democrat: one announcing Huston Smith's .address
in the Sunday, April 25th, Democrat, and’ another announcing
Marjory Stoneman Douglas' speech dn the Monday, April 26th,
Democrat. '
A S—

s _ .
‘Copies of these releases, flyers, and advertisements, are contained in
this section of the Final Report.
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»PRESS - REL A SE S
FOR IMHEDIATE R:.I.E E . FGR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
. \ / ~ Peter Butzin, Executive Directcr
. _ . Common Causeh in Florida
.« .. 222 West Pensacola.

- Tallahassee, FL. 32301 »
(90u) 222-3883 T "

The United. Ministries Center in Tallahassgé has received a

grant. from ine Florida ﬁndowment fer the .‘Hlnnmiti.e'fs ;or a confe'renc'e

Y

on involving the humanities in declsion-making on’ envirmmental

policy.” The conference will be held at First ?msbyter.ian and-
qzv .

Trinity United Methodist Churches on April 25th ° hrough the 27th.

The conference is expected to attract a state-widé audience. ’

v .

'rhe main speakers include nationally acclaimed religionist

N

Huston Smith from Syracuse University and Harjory Stoneman Douglas,

a long-term Florida resident v_lho has been prime mover in efffnts

to save the Everglades. Dr. Smith holder of six ‘honorary ‘de- |

“&.

'grees a number of national awards and authar of four major books i

{
(G .
and numerous articles, will be addressing the topic s 'hou do the 5

humanities speak “to eﬁvironmental issues? Hs. Douglas haa been

, .«‘ P

active in a variety of humanitarian and. environmentaa. causbs
. ~ ‘ s

and author of books and articles about the Evex'glades. )
Decision-making on questions of environmental policy is
thought to be a scientific task involving Apirical inquiry by

natural ar}d social scientists. According to Pete;' ’Butzin . former

ki

Director of the United Hinistriee Center and recently appointed |
Executive Director of Common Quse in Florida, "This coumoté view

omity the ethical questions and human ’aspirations'juwhich ‘environ-

v

mental quality dg#fisions entail."
T ' The conference will address the question, "What can the hu-

manities say to environmental decision-makers, concemed citizens,

. <

and .interest groups about public policy and enviponmental quality?"
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The conference progr&n,mvolve., d1alogue .-_mong publxc off:.cmla, v
. ' .'comnunxty leaders env1ronmenta1 educators ‘scholars in the human-i
) | ities (rellgxon ethics, p}ulOSOphy, 11terature, hlsgbory, etc. ),

N " ., and. COnfercnce participants. _ )
L o o . All sessions will ‘be gree and dpeﬁ to the public. "For -’&,

~ - further m\f\\?rmation i 'te: Rodney F. Allen, Envxronmen;al Education

’ _Project 4&6 Hull Drive, Florida State University, Tallahassee,
W1 32306; (90u)‘5u-u-5769. ' o ' SR ¢
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A Conference omthe
Humanltles and

. Decision- makxng on
Envxron»menta.l Pohcy

“ v

-

»

«

WHENT™ Sunday, Apri# 25th - 7: 30 P.M. \First Presbyterién-
Church, Tallahassee . BT
Monday , April 26th - 8:30 A.M. lO 00 P.M., Trinity .
United Methodist Church, Talldhaqsee ' ‘) a
Tuesday, April 27th - 8:30 A.M.-1:00 P.M~ Trinity
‘Sqised Methodist Church, Tallahassee ’

h ! . L i

VIRONMENT &

-

' Decy51nn-mak1ng on quest1ons of env1qgnmpntal pollcy is
thought to be a scientific task 1nvofV1ﬁg emplrlcal inquiry,
——
by .natural and social scientists. Th;s common view omits
- the ethical questlohs and human aspirations which environ-
- mental quallty dec‘;.alanu entall - _ e

\

t

This conference w1ll address the question "What can the
humanities say to environmental decision-makers, concerned
citizens, and interest wgroups about publlc policy and environ-
mental quality?" The conference program involves dialogue

" amonp public officials, mmunity leaders, environmental
cducators, stholars 1n-t§g humanities (religion study, ethlcs,
phllosophy, llteratureq)1lstory, etc ), and cénference

, part1c1pants C .

¥

In this Bicentennial year, with the focus upon Horizons,
the time is now for reflection upon where we are and where
we want to go. : o : co :
— e ' - - -
There is Qo registration fee. The. ) ' P
Conference is supportcd by the Florida
Endowment for the Humanities, and
planned with the cooperation of varioug
civic drganizations. ' \
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For Conference P2agram and additional
-information, write: ' @

Rodney' F. Allen
. ENVIRO AL EDUCATION PROJECT
426 HQll Drive
Florida Statd University
Tallahassee, FL 323ds | ;.

N - (904) BUL-5769

At
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Dn..n_ﬂo:.anr_:a.o:. questions of environmental policy is Emr_cz to
be a scientific task inyolving empirical inquiry by natural and moﬁm_
scientists. This common view orfits the ethical questions and human
aspirations which environmental va:-_:< decisions entail. N

o o
“This conference will address the question **What can the humanities
- say 1o enwvironmental decision-makers, concerned citizens, and
interest .o.aocua cm.o.: public policy and o:<:‘o:E=-. quality?"
The conference program involves dialogue among public officials,
community leaders, environmentai gducators, scholars in the

»

_ humanities #nd gonference u-:.,n,u-ﬁ .
: P - '
. A . " N
in this Bicentennial year, with.the focus upon Horizons, the time is-
now for reflection upgn where we are and where we want to go:

There 15 no registration fee.
.

The confererice 15 supported by the Florida Endowment for the

Humanities; .co-spansored with the Environmentai Education Proj- 3

ect (Title I, HEA Community Service Program), n.o?nn State

University: and planned with the cooperation of various civic_
organizations and agencies. - e
. B 3 R *
Out-of-town ulrn_,u!_: might make reservations with:
¢
The Tallshassee Hilton . :
£.0..Box 1569 ’ :
Talishassee, F L" 32302 . . N
{904} 224-5000 R )

4:-19&2_::..09.2:82: ,, .
316 West Tennassee Street’ U '

Talishassee, FL 32301 ~

{904) 2228000

-
-
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Conference -

Exploring the

Relationship
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. ., PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - , " FOR FURTHER INTORMATION CONTACT:"

’ S o Dr. Rodney F. Allen
ENVIRONMENTAL BDUCATION PROJECT

- 426 Hull Drive .
Florida State University 3
Tallahassee, FL 32306 .
(904) 6U44-5769 : “

7 2 -
VA

In this Bicentennial year, the time is now for reflections upon where we N

are as a nation and where we want to go.

As a part of a two-day ccmfemce on the environment and the human:.tina..

-

-Pio_fessor Huston Smith of Syracuse University . _will present a free, public
lecture at 7:30 P.My, Sunday, April 25th at Fiist, Presbyterian Church, Adams .
at Park.in downtovn Tallahassee. 3 |

L 3

Professor Smith is the author of Religions of Man, outstanding teacher

. . A . - .
. and scholar. IR o s
| On Honday night'; April 26th at 7:30 P.N. Marjory ‘Stonem'an Douglas wili
‘preaent a free. public lecture at Fellmh;.p Hall of Trinity United Hethonist ' -
Church, Duval at Park in downtown Tallahassee. |

Ms. Douglas is author of the best seller, The Everglades: River of'-Grass,

and President of Save the Bverglades.

E<N
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authcr dng“env1ronmenta]}s¢. v - : . .

'as a natlon and where we want to go." Hé‘continuéd to point out thét the de-

ference participants,
. 1] B

PRESS RRELIWASE -

-

FOR IMMEDTATY Ril,EASK o UR FURTHER INFORMAT[ON CONTAPT
- L . Professor Rodney F. Allen ' -
THE PRESS IS URGED TO : Environmental Education Project - -
8 ATTEND N 426 Hull Drive o ,
' ~ Florida State University : v &

Tallahassee, F{, 32306
- (904) 6hih-5760

. . - . D N he '
The relationship betweern thie environment and the humanities wxll provide thm

topic (or a tWU day conference in Talla“assee commen01ng April 95th The pro-
gram 1ncludes addresses by oyracuse UanePSltV K] Professor Huston Smlth outstandlng

teachgr and schclar in the f1e1d of rellglon, ang)MarJorv Stoneman Douglas, noted

- -~

v - : ' : . |

~-

Aecording to project cc-diréctor Rodney F. Allsh of Florida State University,

"In this Blcenteunlal year, the tlme is now for nefloctlons upoo where we are
L . . s IR -

ICISlon-maklng process on questions of environmental’policy is thought to be 3

<

scientifie task 1nvolv1ng emplrloal 1nqu1ry by natural and social sclentlsts. The

¥

_program's planners emph331ze that thls ‘common v1ew Qmits’the ethical questions .

and human asplratlons which environmental quality decisions entail. .
. . , . t
I o

The cunference will address the question, ."What can the humanities say to environ-
} ) - . 3 » »’l N ) ".

nental decision makers, concerna;(ﬁxizens, and interested gr-ups about publi. pol-
: : - ’ ‘ St ) -

iny\snd environmental quality? The program involves dialogue among public officials,
e ‘ : ) PY - e ’

cammunity leaders, environmental educators, scholars in the humanities ard con-

. ) . , p ric

’ QV

‘The cenférence will begin with Proféssor Smith's . lecture at 7:30 PM, Sunday,

Aprll 25th at First Presbyterlan LChurch, Adams at Park in downtown Tallahassee._

- -

It ﬂ111 contlnue a11 day Monday in the Fellowsnlp Hall of Trlnlty United Methodist
Church, Duval ar'Park where Ms. Douglas wxl] speak .at 7: )O on Monday evening, The

3 - -
entire cunference is tree dnd upen to the public, It i8 made possible throupeh a

58 T

grant from the Florida. Endouwmeng for the [umanities d
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. _ ; APPENDIX B

, INVITED SPEAKERS WHO COULD NOT PARTICIPATE
~m -

Unfortunately, several _persons on the original "proposal program' and
_some of those invited after funding could not participate. This was
largely due to .other commitments -- a_problem thak can be overcome in the
future by having a much longer time periéd between funding by the Florida
Endowment for the Humanities and the dates for a conPerence. For example,
‘4f we hdd been funded in March and planned to hold .the conference in November,
almost all of the invited speakers could have participated.  ,While we orig-
inally thought that a meeting while the State legislature was in session was,

- a good idea, it turned out te the dysfunctional. Future sessions should be
planned at other times. . v
» : A : . . v

4

Hon. D. Robert Graham, The Florida Senate, and ﬂon.‘Robert L. Shevin,

" Attorney General, State of Florida, had meetings in Miami on Sunday evening, .
April 24th. T oo
Donald Dunlop, Vice-President, Florida Power and Light, could not participate
in the Tuesday panel. . “ : “~
John T. Fostet, Jr., Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Human Service,
Florida A & M University, was involved in preparing courses for his summer
teaching and did not have the time for an adequate preparation for this con-
ference-,

w.D. Frederick Jr., Chairman, Department of Environmental Regulation Commission,
could not attend, but the pastichairman was able to participate.

-

.EJohn F Reiger, Professor of History, University of Miami, could not~Qarticipate \\\
due to’other commitments. , . .
e . R .
Hon. Guy Spicola, The Florida Senate and,Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources
and Conservation, could not participate, due to Senate business; however, Hon.
J. Hyaht Brown, The Florida House of Representatives and Chairman. House Committee
"~ on Growth and Energy waa_able tovtome and to participate.
\ ' Art Halgren Vice President AFL—CIO was unable to*participate due to his ff /
_ recent illness. - . .
- N\ N
Mr. Harmon Shields, Director, Department of Natural Resources, was out of
town attending to a matter of State policy, but was represented at the conference
by Mr. Carletdon Jackson. . :

3

\
9.
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' EARTHCARE

|by the Sierra Club and National Audubon Society adopted this Déclaration of

The BarthCare Conference held in New York City during Jume, 1975 sponsored

Interdependence:
' Coe . o
We the people of planet Earth, with respect for the
' dighity of each human life, with concern for future
. _generations, with growing appreciation of our rela-
. tion to the environment, with recognition to the <
" - limits of our resources, and with need for adequate
food, air, water, shelter, health protection, justice,
self-fulfillment, hereby declare our interdependence
and resolve to work together in brotherhood and har-
mony with our environment to enhance the quality of _ 1

life everywhere. _ .

’Stitqnent by Arthur R. Marshall, Chairman: Panel on Fresh Witer~Wetlln&s,

. INTRODUCTION - o

EarthCare Conference, New York City, on June 5-8, 1975. Panel Composition:
Dr. Mohammad Reza Ayini, Iran; Professor G.V.T. Matthews, England.
. . \ -~ .

7

I now present myself as your finnr/;;nelist. In contrast to Mr. Amini and
to Professor Matthews, I am (from the world view of EarthCare) a neophyte. My
1ife involvement (twenty-five years as an envirommentalist and ffglogiat) has
to this moment been with ""FloridaCare.”" Thus, I have been eminéntly parochial.

can have meaning in the world view. My belief is Epat they can, for these rea-
sons: . -
1) All of the life on earth (plant, animal and human) shares i common

a dependence upon the maintenance of viable life-support systems;

2) - Vast numbers of earth's life forms face the statistically abhurd pro-
position that life-support systems are threatened now as never before
in earth history; ' _ ‘

3) All such systems are interconnected and all operate under the same

.+ natural laws; and o

4) The widespread malfunctioning of life-support ‘systems is due largely
to the efplosion of the human population and to the multiplying- effect
of its rising demands.” - . ) ' '

Because these problems are common nearly everywhere, we can profit from

lessons learned anywhere, however parochial,

" ASSAULT ON. THE WETLANDS  OF FLORIDA

The wetlands of Florida (salt, brackish and fresh) have been under assault.

'This is in consequence of general affluence, tunnel-vision use of modern tech-

nology and the longest sustained migration any modern American state has ex-
perienced. ' .

. It is a sad process to behold. An’endle;s flow of newcomers creates a
market demand for homgditi:/:y ot near the shores of lakes, rivers and bays

61
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There 15, therefore, leﬁitinacy to the quéltion as to whether my experiences

Y
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- effective qnvironndn;alista, about five years goo late.

* DESTRUCTION AT HIGH SPEED  — \

- 1t 1s being,degraded. In much less than a hundred years, many of its major

| in other states only after: two or three hundred years of human disturbance.

It is underlain by. porous limerock strata which are also filled with salt

nearly level 1 .

-of the SaQel.
R o <

& .
(a demand whichAentreprenéurb are pleassd'to accommodate by dredging, fi1lling{
and draining the wetlands of the state) Florida's most valuable 1ife-support
systems. The sad part is that many of these same people become Florida's most

Many obéervera'of the Florfda environment havé noted the speed at which

environments (both wild and urban) have been degraded to levels experienced ‘
. . . ‘b \/
. Florida is a grandfpseluncontrolled environmental experiment, Beyond the
affluence, the revered technology and the growth, in fact, underlying all of

them is- the little-noted fact that the peninsula has ““9? less ability to 7
absorb the disturbances of man than most other states. '

The peninsula is surrounded By,sea-water which is "eager" to rush in.

vater residual there from the events of its geologte-history. As consumption
thins the lenses of shallow fresh waters which overlie the residual salt
layers, those anciemt chloride waters rise irnto the fresh water strata.
'2hu?Fxgsh water supplies are derived
a threé to four month rainy season.
ds for an ensuing dry period of six

The peninsula 1s a freshwater "islar
solely from local rainfall which comes:
That short-term recharge must serve all n
to eight months duration,” -

L
BT
\\,.§ ‘

The bays, lakes and‘Tivérs of the penipsula are mostly less than fifteen .-
feet deep, a condition which means that "d ution as a solution to pollution"
never had much meaning there. : : , I -

About one-third of the peninsula (the coastal plgin) lies less than
twenty-five feet above mean sea level. Thus, the lowering of surface water
level of even Qrg:ot or two can drain thousands of acres of wetlands in that

an ' S

This array of severe environmental constraints, coupled with massive
human disturbances, has meant that I have been able to observe within twenty-
five years degradations of natural resources to a: degree which would require »
several life-times in many other states. My experience has been similar to
that of a manufacturer who tests a proposed new product by subjecting it in
days or weeks to stresses which it would sustain in normal use only after months
or years, . '
We should look closely on sensitive landa, for they can tell us much we
need to know, and they can do it easily within the 1life span of one generation
of observers. In a third world counterpart to sensitive Florida, I often think

WHY- PROTECT WETLANDS? | . T S

The first question confronting'this symposium is, Why Protect Wetlands?
We can't really gain anything by protecting them, we ca%/at best merely retain

their values which were there all along.
c-3
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These are some results we get when the wetlands’ go.

' HOW DO WE PROTECT WETLANDS? '

This to me 15 the greater queetionﬁgonfronting this symposium, 1f for no
reason other than that it is a positive one. How much we all reelize that we
need liberating doses of thetlv

In fairness to the environmentally concerned people of Florida, I nust tell
you that they have not stoodtidly by. I think it agcuraté to say they have
generated in countless ways’ an awareness of the values of wetlands (and of other
life-support systems) which is not eeeily surpassed. Deyelopers are on their

" toes about environment; egricultureliste ere following a eimiler couree toward .|
. envirqgng\fel awvareness. I-#

e

Many administrative agencies of government (local state and federal) have -
genuinely absorbed some injections of environmental hormones. Some still,stand
in line, of course, to get their injections. The same statements can be made
of those in government who enact ordinances or laws, or of those who interpret
t‘hm . - . . . . e

Cleerly the etruggle 1s still on. Nevertheless, I believe we cénnow
learn some meaningful lessons - lessons of potentially wide application - from
the; struggle in Florida. That is my reason for coming to this Conference.

A PROGRAM FOR EFFECTIVE ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION - ' b

The balance of my statement consists of certain principles, methods and
philosophies (an environmental "code of .action" which I have assembled over
twenty-five years) which I believe are applicable to such etrulglee anywhere.
Since these are‘my own formulations, I alone share blame for them.

i know the list 1s'no£ complete; nor are its elements perfected. I doubiﬁ“
they ever will be simply because no oge - not all:of us together ~ are masters

- of the intense and complex game we play. I also recognize that ecologic differ-
ences,, social differences, and governmental differences will necessitate local

‘modif ications of my basic concepte. but I doubt that fundlmentel revisions will
be necessary. , -

1 put theae thoughts before you - perhaps with more audicity than sagacity-

- for the reason that they deserve wider ettention. analysis and strengthening
- for the protection of wetlands and of many other beeieged lifereupport eystene
The items are in ﬁbreegeciel order.?fr‘ )
2 ’ .

' /

‘1. All lifersupportis' tens (wild and urban) operete under the same ‘laws

' of nature. All life depends on the continued viability of these systems. I

therefore propose - in order. to give direction to.what seems & chaotic lack of
purpose - that people and governnenta everywhere adopt the preservation of life-
support systems as their primary aim and purpose fbr at least the next twenty-
five years. : . v

L

2. Certain repetitive phenonene are nﬁerent in eny life-eupport system
which-is significantly disturbed by man. I believe these .phenomens are universal,
universally applicable to all life systems. I express those phenomena in the

63

following "algebraic notations:"




‘e
\ - . . . .
-

. R ( .

Wétlands are among the most anéient life-support systems. In eons past,

.they. were the life systems through which countless species passed, in their

'evolutionnry migration from the seas to-the lands. Since evolution has no ' .
essential end, this migretion through wetlands is undoubtedly continuing.

Weclands suetain en enormous diversity of plants and animals, aquatic
'and semi-tercestrial. The valués of diversity are known to us now - especially
the fact that diversity comnonly provides resiliency against dieeeaeo or other
dieturbances which monotony cannot do. :

Wetlands are enormous natural absotrbers of solar energy. ' They are offective
. céllectors.and repositories of the nutrients which slide and percolate down in-
" to them from uplands. They convert those nutriento through. photooynthesis in-
to living matter under the drive of the sun's energies. . i N/ I

" Wetlands absorb and dieaipete the energetic forces of storm and flood
‘They recharge ground water levels. They hold out the seas. .They are the
prinéry generators of the organic soils of the world. They contribute moisture
- to the atmosphere through evaporation and tranepiretion. thus helping to main-
z;:;ain the hydrologic cycle from earth to air and back to earth. They assilimate
i&‘fny of the wastes of man. They provide, in addition to food, intrigue, great
;wﬁiﬁuty and diverse recreations for the soul of man.

”;WHAT DO WE GET WHEN THE WETLANDS GO? | - : : o 3

ﬁe ere learning in Florida what we lose when the Hetlende go.

We have oelt-introeions into fresh water aquifers where it need not have
been.’ . . . 4 . '

The proé&oeeo by which wetlands built up a store of peat and muck soils has
.been reversed so completely by drainage of wetlands that great agricultural
enterprises which are based on those soils will end soon because the peat and -

- muck deposits accumulated over 5,000 yeere will be consumed within twenty-five R
‘\yeers. ’
. hd r'a
‘\ We have not juet dozens. bul perhaps a hundred wetland planto and animals
whose exietence is threetened in the Florida environment. .

k]

. We elternnte between floods which nology cannot prevent and drought
with eccogpenyin; wildfires and water shortages which we cannot avoid.

. We have destroyed much of the capacity of wetlands td’eseiﬁilete wastes
and, as a consequence, have helped convert a number of major fresh water lakes
into eutrophic nutrient sinks. : .

We have lovered water. levels in wetlends 80 much and so altered their
seasonal regimes as to place great stress on a nejor national park, the Ever-
glades National Park.

\\. By draining wetlende. we heve enabled urbanizetion to spread like weeds
into former wetlandis,and urban energy demands to grow to levels we cannot long -
support - energy demands which in part are reqiired t®' prétect such developments
« against the "floods" " they will experience bec juse the d velopnento should not
"be there.
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All of which says:

a. We are dealing with integrated systems in every environmental
problem. :

b. No pri’kine system is as efficient in mjkimizing the production
of desirable forms of life as man can induce by retionel ifitervention.

' c. Intervention by man can bring life systems to a higher 1eve1 of
efficiency, to an opti-ul in production of desirable species of plants and .
animals. This is the "creative intervention" concept. proposed by Dr. Rene
Dubos. ‘ S ‘ . o

- ! . s

d. Continued intervention by man along a’given course of action wigl
.cause a decrease in efficient production of desired species because man dodsn't
know to stop. That decrease in efficiency will inexorably follow the acceler-
ating path of an exponential curve. 1Its genesis will be announced to us by
a series of symptoms of distress as the system undergoes increasing strain.

e. After some time period in which the viability of the system'will
become increasingly precarious, a critical level of efficiency will be. reached.
Pressures on the old system will then be reliqxed (l1ike steam pressure through
a pop-off valve) by a precipitous decline and conversion of the old syste into
a new one. . _ . m\

b f. The-new system will be very productive, but the species - and other
- values - which were prized in the .old system will be largely eliminated and re-~
placed by new species, and other veluea“ which man does not highly prize s

g. These concepts are .applicable to the behevior of such assorted
systems as lakes, bays, wetlands, rivers, farms, forests and cities. They are
also applicable to the behavior of that system we cherish above all, the human
_body, and are in fact, the primary basis of,pmdern medical diegnosis .and prog-
nosis. Ill human bodies produce signs and symptoms of distress for which the
physician gearches in developing diegnoses and prognoles. : ™~

These concepts are univereel in their meening, they indicate that ere are
universal sim?larities -of function in what have commonly been regarde
dissimilar systems. 'While simple accumulation of fadét is a salient purpose of
scientists, a higher purpose is to recognize and define similarities between
functions, phenomena and syatems which were nevér known to have them O

These concepts offer all of us an understandable mode of comprehending the
functions of systems under human disturbances. They enable diegnoq}s of eco-
-system conditions by the symptoms, of distress they display at some point. They

also tell us that' in development of prognosjb, ve are pften forced to make

changes in direction of 180 degreel. -

Finally. they announce that "treetﬂent" of a system efter it has releesed
its pressures (i.e.,/collapsed) will be impossible at uotﬁt. costly in dpllars

and energy and traumatic in the sense of surgery at its best.
L}

3. In addition to the ecologicel‘side of ec syltems questions, there is a
societal side, This is clearly the tougher arena. The diagnoses and’ prognoses
of scientistd and of an array of other vital professionals are nothing" more than
informational if eociety feils to make effective, retional reoponees.

>
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. "Trestoiing;sny collapsed ecoayatem‘vhen'any one of its species 1is gone.

-

- [ ' . e - i . .
4., There are only three possible means for society to respond to the
_reajlities of life-systems. They are through voluntarism; through coercion;
" and through force. : :

By voluntarism, I mean the woluntary alteration of life-styles by in- : 4
dividuals, organizations or institutions. - '

vy

A}

Coercion 1s'especia11y the province of governments in thévexercise of their
powers to dictsate what we ean or camnot do. B
“ .

. By force, I refer to °the unavoidable penalties generated by the systems
themselves when voluntarism and coercion have both failed. There is no more -
appropriate example than-the forces at work at this moment in this city around
us, Voluntarism and coercion have beeh suddenly displaced by the stringent '
forces of the city system which neither the city government nor its people can " -
_ escape. A - R e
Another force will .constrain us beyoﬁd choice when the gasoline pumps‘again
run dry because the natural resource — fossil fuel - has diminished. .In Florida,
. the force of intermittent ﬁrought,compeis curtaiiment of water uses; the force
. -.of eutrophication of lakes compels us,to seek other water sources; the forces
" generated when the peat and muck are gone from the Eveérglades will sharply.
-parrow the dptionms of the agriculturists. = T

'The force brought into play by extinc:ioﬁ will 6réVent us from fully

* 5. 1t 1s impossible to fidd effective responses to our current predicaments
solely in science'andjteéhhélogy., Science and scientists are precluded by the
ethics of that profession from covering the very questions ‘society must ultimately
ask and answer. It.is, in fact, precisely the case that science and technology
have contributed materially to the-predicaments we find ourselves in:. of ,

. pollution; popilation grdwth; drainage of wet ands; destruction of ecosysteums;.
gross impoverishment ofvthe poor; grosser enr hment of the rich; nuclear )

_weapons and the intolerable demands of cities Buch as this one we are in.

It'1is also worth noting that_quitiqallleadérship,turns more often than not

" to science and technology to bail us Jdat - and particularly to further research

in matters we already quite well understand - in order to avoid confrontation
.with the real decisions, we all ought immediately to make.

e . The meaningful questions (the questions on which our futures and those of
ecosystems turn) do not reside in science and technology; they lie in the cultural
evolution of mankind. -Matters which are not objective, not quantifiable and thus
.far too'littlerob;ervable;Amntters which are not repeatable in controlled ex-
periments; matters which are totally beyond the purview of science as described
by 1t~so_wngth_1cs. , | ~,} ) _ . Ny

" They ‘are m;ttérs of the human spirit and the hunaﬁ-heart. D

Just'aavwe'have learnéd to recognize the reality of biological evolution, ,
and more receatly of scientific and technological evolution, we must now concern

ourselves with“cultural evolution.
: q
_ '

67 - | -




.These -core issues are only eeeondarily matters for concern by science and
. . technology. ‘'In fact, these endeavors helped meeeurebly to get us into our
e . predicaments in the first plece. ‘Hosp,else did population grow, and résoutceg Q&SA
: _ dwindle; snd pollution spread? HoW 'se were life-systems mangled? Mankind &
survived more than a million years without science and technologh and without
. our panoply of petplexing problems. Some few primitive peoples on earth still
. " do. ot -
- ~ The best thet science and technology ciﬁ’E;.;; to help ease us back from
~ the S:ecipice we are on. “ t : ‘

W

A

ience can. roll back the curtains of 1gnorence which sufround us. - It can 1}.
- make meaningful diagnoses and prognoses of our problene - but 1t cannot make -
the subjective choices that mankind now must. : '

There ere, ‘to be sure, scientists who do perticipete in mnking those choices,
both personally and in encoureging others to do so. But when scientists do these
things, they are no ignger performing as scientists - they are: performing as
concerned human beinge who know 'a little more of the realities than others do.

. In such performance they relinquish, however momentarily, the conetreining
" ethical mantle of their chosen field..

- When governmente. in their indifference or innocence, devote their liberal
. Tesources eolelz to science and technoldgy in moves to resolve environmental
problems - as I have often seen them do - they are ignoring and often evadiﬂg
the central issues. Should not government, for 1netence. eupport this Conference,
and countless, individuals and organizations of like bent vho struggle with meager
. perstnal resourcee to effect changes that are to the 1eeuee, thet can eerve to
elleviete the array of problems in the vorld?) o . oy
. P ,
6. One of oyr greatest problem areas is our enormous’ drive to specialization
wherein we . try Yo do merely one thing. That is impossible in a eyetenatized
- wordd. It is ttrafically true that successes in Ryrsuit of single goals heve
T produced many of our present environnentel feiluree and Qilennee.

We have epecielist tendencies in educetion ‘and the professions; in in-
dividual drives for wealth and power; in corporate and municipal drives for
"growth. Govermment itself is.organized around agencies whose legislated goals

'~ "are specialized to build roads, to construct flood control projects, to go to o
the moon. None of which is necessarily evil _except that each ignores proceeeee.
“the effects on life-sypport. systems. [

. We often epeek of interdisciplinary efforte, wherein concern with effects
on whole systems is the centrel 'onl but our efforts therein are certeinly
. minimal. ‘ . .

Over time, epecielizetion’hee’ptoceeeded in a conetant1y3nnrrowing‘pettern;“
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— This process, coupled with overdraughts on earth's resources, has pro-

duced situations in"which interdisciplinary examipations of issues are sorely
needed. - " o ' S

"?b need to bring ésseﬁtial specialists together in holistic groupé and to
reverse our philosophic direction toward a brogderﬂintggrating base. o -

‘disarticulation = : - o 'intégrdtibn

f »
1

" 7. There are no renaissance persons - there can no longer be. But there
cam-be renaissance groups of speciglists each of whém.contributes that which -
he 1s.'able to the interacting brain mass.of such a group.. This requires
. innovative organization to be creative and effective in diagnogis of environ-
~—  mental issues. e . ’

4 ‘ I . .
B " We tend in all our institutions to employ a standardized pyramidal hter- .
' _archy to accomplish designated goals: - : IR :

~

) | r . 'I . o o Lot 3 -_Chief . .
~_:-_3_'. _ B ; v : i ,////’ f\\\\\;;~ ;F_ B | - \&' : s
T o ' i=. - sub-chiefs

LI -ltﬁ-- - -

‘- 1nd@9na_

This 1s a'sinsﬁia;ly effective'methed—effaceeﬁélishing‘épecigliéed and
routinized goals. It is-a-singularly destructive method in regard to reaching’
integrated ecosystem goals, creative goals. . ' '

-

_ “'in deaiing with processes, in seeking to maintain the viability of life-
it support systems, a totally new organizational approach is needed. In this,

. a discussion leader 1s needed to present the particulars of @ problem to a BN
cohesive. body of concerned and. qualified specialists for their inputs, their
digestion and diagnosis. “There can be no chiefs and no indians in this .

- renaissance group; - L . S L e
. ) - — ~. R - o
- R 1/4’ SN ) . fg
- .. - - - \ . A o, . l .
) ' . . ‘.9, V . ) . \ . S .8 N i‘ . E
N . v \ J\” . 0= d;acthiOn
s e O S leader-
. B : | S
. T SN - / - = participating .
I \\ : ' ,.’-_ o “spoc:l:alist
N S S . -
e T ae L T . - SRENAISSANCE GROUP ‘ - }
. - . . ) ‘\\ R P v,. ’.’ . ' . ’ °
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© must be that of the group.

- product’ is soundly conceived from the systems view

i vitonmeﬁtalists‘should seek out and support and-whose Techniques and ‘successes

* .they have greater flexibility than their elders to modify intolerable life- . -
... styles.as well as more abundant energies. : : '

-can Itve with it firmly through any siege.

L

Communications must ﬁov%{éilly and freely in all diééctiqns; the product
‘have worked in a dozen such,efforts. They are
at first exhausting. Through determination and pe sisten@é, the group finally:
comes together as one mind. ‘Then all share exhil ption from knowing that the
N .

8. At least in U.S. society, specialists on. environmental issues torment
_themselves unnecessarily by going directly with their diagnoses and prognoses
. to elected 1e5181at1ve groups. - The reason 1s simply that specialist solutions _
to environmental problems necessitate changes of approximately 180 degrees from
soclety's entrenched goals. ;No elected official can of his own sponsor such
changes 1f he wishes to survive. He 1s tangled in a web of ambition for growth

higher puergy consumption, speeded prpdhc:ion{jbtc., from which he cannot ex-
tricate himself. - - S ' ‘

Changes of such magfiitude have always come sbout. in the U.S. through , :
~cultural evolution of the American society. ' Thus, the product of any holistic .
‘renaissance group must be used primhrily to educate the electorate in the Aﬁé
. realities of our,predicaments. This is the way to free the elected official

from the ;ytannyvof the philosophies which entangle him.

. sistems :
j education

1

viduals_in_society whom en- o

9. ‘There are certaihybtecedentesetting ind1

should be carefully analyzed for re-use elsewhere.: They are concerned pro-
fessionals, concerned citizens; concerned public employees and especially :
concerned women who have accomplished eénvironmental goals. We should especially
seek out concerned ydhng people and Support and trsin them as necessary because

10 It 1s not necessary to beat the drums. The truth 1is enough, and.you

1li. Even tﬂ&ﬂghmyqu need not beat the drums, still you must remember that

as .an envirommentalist you are not_participatin; in a tea party. You are en-
gaged in a struggle for- the survival of earth and man that you can win onl
through profound re-ordering and re-direction of dominant social goals. Y§;_~TN\
wil%? therefore, encounter some persons who will dispute your positions with
venom if necessary. Resistance to Change is the Source of All Pain (from
Buddha, via Timothy Keyser). Purring will get you.nowhere.

v

12. We cannot expect to go from A to Z in one step in reaching envirommental
goals. We can go from A to B to C and occasionally we can skip a step or two. °
Because of the hard realities of this, we should dlw;xg keep goal C in mind
while reaching goal B. ‘But the moment goal B hoves .in sight, reset your goal
to C or D.or E. - ' . Lo ‘ , ' ,

0. ' "
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- years. It's reassuring. N

b

A

along a new and viable path. From A to B and so on. -

u

o o . Q
. . . : - . - v
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‘13. On compromise. Do not accept compromise as a settlement! of an issue
when it is merely the most popular accommodation between a series of fallacious
propositions. The product of such an approach will itself be fallacious.

_Valid'compromise can involve igself only with the length of steps to be taken

14, _It'is regrettable but true that the most precipitous oh:,environmental
predicament becomes, the more likely we are to effect change. Hang on a little
longer. We all need the threat of increasing threat to goad us. :

15, Aim to set precedent, no matter how small the case. It is far easier
to expand a precedent than it is to set it in the figst place. - But you must in
‘the first instance carefully pick a case with winning ingredients to set pre-
cedent, for if you lose you shall have to live with a miserable precedent for
‘a. long time. ' ) : g

© -

- - ’ .. . )

16. Keep *in mind that eéoéystems have maintainéd-man fbt more&than a million

17. Environmental programs have got to become more people-oriented than
before. People who with good reasons are fearful today, are not likely to be
ardent supporters of environmentalists who present only negative positions.

We must gromoté»eﬁployment; self-dependence; craftsmanship; the joy of work;
abandonment of the rat-race in favor of pleasurable lq!benergy'life-styles;
concern for others; a sense of community and of heritage as valid bo h for the
environment and for people. . ' o T

18. Environmentalists should meet often with their cohorts - to learn, of
‘course, but also to reinforce their gpirits and their convictions through contact
with kindred souls.. ' ‘ ' S .

19. Avoid with all your worth the foreclosure of opti¥hs on life-support
‘gystems. Once one is destroyed, it is pure hades to restore it. '

20; romote the idea that we cannot develop qlf'ogf lands and waters.
Nature pfovides some valuable free services to 18 - services which we_will_
-increasingly require as energy- supplies dwindle. - ‘ '

21. Remember a lesson hunters and fishermen learned after some antfpathy -

. ' some years ago, the toncept of *"bag limits." Prior coercive invocation of. "bag

1limits®™ by govermnment, hunters and fishermen were sure_they could never be happy
under that regime. -Now they all brag about getting their "1imit." Our society
needs "bag limits" in regard to life styles of individuals, corporations and.
governments 1f we are to avoid the forcing functions of strained life-dystems.
Further, we might brag about it!’ : S

: 22, Many.environmentaiists think first of how to achieve envirohmentil-.
goals through government. Of course, we need all the support we can get from
government. We should also note, however, that many admirable goals have been

accomplished by individual doers in their own communities and regions. We

 should honor them and regard them as the effectives' they really are. In any

.event, government ‘tends often to follow along the paths set by these people,
if only through reverse coercion! For this reasoli;—f recommend the establish-
_ment, the Suppo t and’ analysés of the effectiveness of the methods of at least
a_small core of/local leaders. They should be maintained as a citizen effort

7
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in counterpoint, for ihstance,'to the Féderal Department of the'Interioxlor
-to ‘the United Nations Environmental Programmed. LEAP - Local Environmental
Action Program. o : y

23. Finally - when the boat is, sinking, one bails. After it sinks, oné Lo
- swims. And prays. T

, These are some thoughta on saving fresh vater. vetlands, and other vital R
life-support systo-s.-

I offer these thoughts freely to you and to this Conference and especially
to young environmentalists, in the hope that my concepts will shorten their
time 3§ maturation - to much less than my own twenty-five years. ’//4
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"God’s country ?——WeII Isuppose itis.
‘Butlownit,”.

—

< LAND-USE ISSUES

In September, 1972, the Citizens' Advisory Committee on Environmental
Quality (Washington, D.C.) appointed a task force on land use policy,
issuels, “and alternatives. In 1973, that task force published its report.
The £ llauung paragraphs are reprinted from that report as published in
Report to the President and to the Council on ‘Environmental Quality

'(Was-hingtom Government Printing office, October, 1973), pp. 14-15,
16-17% 19, 21- 22. _ .
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e There is*a fundamental need in the United States for a vast amount of
new: development just to house those’ who are already born or whose ,
" birth is clearly foreseeable before the year 2000. During the 1975-85
: pen , the United States will experience a, rate of household formation
a thi d hlgher than it experienced during the period of 1965-75. These . ’
. needs cannot be denied. The continued freedom of people to move about
where they please depends on a high rate of construction of houses and
LI the facilities that must support them. Many Americans have moved
v socnally and economically by changing their place of residence. Those
- . who still wish to move up cannot now have the road blocked to them y
' arbitrary urban growth controls.

- ~ o Atthe same time, however, thére exists a “new mood" among a growing
number of Americans that causes them to be skeptical about proposals

for new development and to question the advantages to A com ity
_ of allowing more growth. This new skepticism is based partly on ew
sophlstlcatlon about the property tax costs of much new de opment j

asséts, and dissatisfaction with the quahty of developmeh verall,
‘there is an emerging consensus that new privite development pro;ects
should meet public objectives or not be permitted.

e A vast scale of environmental protectlon is needed for our most critical
N lands, along the coasts, in the mountains, and for the scenic farmland
¢ “around cities. These are now threatened by all manner of new develop-
' ment, from conventional tract development,or sprawl to. vacation home
{ sites made newly accessible by interstate highways. Local governments \
are incapable of stemmmg the tide of development and protecting treas-
ured natural areas. States will have to devise new programs on a regional
_ scale to protect “areas of critical environmental concern.” (The Report
points out that land-use legislation pending in the Congress is an im-
portant step toward achievement of this objective.) .
e There is a related need to reform the land-use enabling Iaws of most
States. Unalloyed local control is inadequate when important regional
~ ecological systems’ or areas are -involved, .or when development that
would pose tax or social prbblems to a 1dcal community is nevertheless
L needed by a regi nal or metropolitan population, or when proposed
.~ development is si ply s0 bjg that it would overwhelm a local area and -
its elfects be fell/elsewhere as well. In these instances land-use laws '
must give a voice to a broader commumty ‘of people not now heard in
local decision-making. This means. the States or their agencies in most
areas, and it means that local home rule must be limited where growth
decisions of greater-than-local impact are involved. o

e A need. also exists to adapt our laws, and everr our constitutional doc-
-trine, to protect the environmental character df land. The Fifth Amend-
ment has been interpreted by some gourts to prohibit the uncompénsated ,
] regulation of privately owned land whb’n the effect of the regulation is ’
- to reduce substantially the economic value of the land. This makes it
" difficult to save those areas (e.g., coastal wetlands, steep slopes, historic
buildings) where any development at all might be destructive. The British
* are one free society that has evolved a tegal tradition regarding property
to permit society to.allocate development where it chooses and to pro-
hibit it elsewhere at no cgst to the'government. The United States also
must find a way to move in this direction if governments at the State and
1 . : local levels are not to be confronted continually with the “'buy it or lose
| it"” dilemma—uwhich, given other claims on strained budgets, will usually
‘_ ’ S - mean that important- open lands will commue to be lost.

‘.V , . : 74 | ".; '\ -
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The Taking Issue

An issue discussed extensively in THE USE OF LAND is the control of
development on private land. Recognizing that governmen}-should not—and
cannot afford to—acquire all lands needed to protect open space afcnities,
the report explores the extent to Which the usé of private lands can be con-
trolled for-public benefit without purchase. ' P

* Basically, this involves interpretation of the language in the Fifth Amend-
nited. States Constitution, ‘which states “nor shall property be
taken for public use witho_gtjust compensation,” '

E

As the Task Force points out, one of the most difficult issues of interpreta-
tion arises out of judicial rulings. that regulations restricting the_ use of private
land can, if suﬁiciently restrictive, amount to a “taking” of the land for which
Compensation mUstbe paid by the public. In thousands of cases, courts have
had to determine whether a particular restriction went too far to be sustainable
without compensation. Decisions and rationales have been: widely divergent.
The result is uncertainty about how far restrictive powers can gd”before
expensive compensation must be paid. The interpretation of thé takings clause
is therefore a crucial matter for the future of land-use planhing and regulatory
programs. ; o

There are two problems to be surmounted. First, many judicial precedents
are anachronistic in light of the'growjng perception of land as a basic natural
resource to be protected and conserved.
standing of the issue has raised exaggerated fear -that restrictive actions will
be declared unconstitutional. - , . :

The Task Force. urges that the Supreme Court re-examine its earlier:
restricting interpretations and “declare that,when the protection of natural,
Cultural, or aesthetic resources, or the assurance of orderly development. is
involved, a mere loss in land ‘value will never be justification for invalidating
the regulation of land use." Fundamental to the Task Force_presentation is the
experience of Great Britain, which has had considerably longer experience in
urban land-use problems. Great Britain has abandoned the traditional concept
that rights arise from the land itself and. now treats deylopment rights as
created and allocated to the land by society. A o

The Committee believes that the Report develops a strong case ?os revised
interpretations. This matter must be pursued in the courls, of course, and can-
not be decided hastily. Nonetheless, the Committee urges that Statzncourts

~-and lower Federal courts not await action by the United States Supreme Court.
We. note, for example, the recent decision of the Oregon Supreme Court that
overturned a zoning change that did not conform to a county's comprehensive
plan. In essence, the court said that the developer must prove that his plan is
good and that no longer must the people,be req\uired td prove that it is bad.
_ T s e

‘-.

Second, a widespread misunder- -

— '




I!.

* Protection of Agricultural Lands

Al » .'
s

Extra efforts will be .needed to preserve as much farhland on the outer

~ edge of our urban areas as possible, not merely for the production of food but -

for the pleasant environment it provides. THE USE OF LAND discusses exist-

- ing and proposed State actions to protect and retain this important land use.

So far, the main reliance has been -on preferential tax assessment, now in
effect in about half the States. The basic idea is to t%xe the tax pressure off

~ farmers to sell for development by requiring that lochl governments assess

farm property only at its farm value rather than at market value. _
The Task Force believes preferential assessment is a temporary mqasure
at best, the practical effect being .merely to delay but not to stop inevitable
urbanization, and in some cases actually to bring on the ~sp’eculdt0rs. The
problem is a lack of effective restriction. The farmers want to be assessed
low; they also want to sell high, however, and they Ifav‘e bucked measures that

.would bind the land to open space use. The result, often, is the illusion of

farm conservation. Because of the tax shelter such assessment can provide,

- spéculators: like to buy up farms for future development-and then stage a

farming operation so taxes will stay low until they-are ready to develop. The
Committee agrees that “provisions that grant [tax| reductions in the ab-
sence of permanent restrictions should be regarded- as ‘halt-way measures,
justified only when political processes will not accept permanent restrictions."

To be workable over the long run, farmland conservation requires that a
bargain be struck. On one hand, the farmers should be given fair compensation

. for the development potential they give up; on the other, the public should be

given assurance '3hat the farmland will ;3 fact remain farmland. One way is
through the purchase by the public of the/development rights to the farmland.
The farmer continues to farm the land as before, the land remains.on the tax
rolis—and it remains open. . .

This still leaves several blg questions to be resolved. Who is to decide
what land is to be kept open, and which is to be developed? And what about

.the profits the non-farmland will now fetch? A 1armla,rld reserve, like a park,

could greatly increase the: development value of the other land in the area.

Should.the owners of the deve!opable land reap all the benefits? For failure to -
‘grapple with these questions, many. ambitious regional plans have foundered.

-t

A promising approach is being advanced in New Jersey, It is based on the
transfer of development rights. A municipality would designate the open
spaces to be cor‘ser'ved, those to be developed. As development of the latter
proceaded, owners of the open space land would sell thelr development rights
to builders. With these rights the builders could develop tRd1r tracts to a higher
density than otherwise. In effect, this approach would sav:Ja mland by cluster-
ing development and giving landowners a fair share in thedewards, This is the
same principle preservationists are using in the city; by acquiring air rights to

\_:ﬂstoric structures for later resale to developers of other properties, they are

urning market forces to salvation rather than destruction.

Al .
s

Y

for himself. But related to land abuse, ! call it the buffalo hunter fentality—use up the
rosource until it's all gone, and then look elsewhere for new quarry. We tan't do that
‘with the land. It's a finite resource, and we've got to look at it in that context.

. Al the land we're: ever going to have is in front o[, us, and we can't éccepr our past use |

and misuse of it as a guide for tNe future.”

Governor Tom McCal} ofOregon .
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"At work here Elhp American ethic—rugged ir_rd)viduallsm, unlimjited growth, every maﬁ
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