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ABSTRACT , . : . L
: - In 1975, the Center for the Study of Community'

Colleges conducted a national survey of humanities faculty in . .
two-year colleges. This paper .summarizes the characteristics of 30 . ..
— religious studies ‘instructors included in.the total sample of 1,493 - ..
“full- and part-time faculty. Findings of -the survey include: .{1} 717%.
.0f the religious' studies instructors were males; (2) 51% .were 41.- -~ .
years of age or older at the .time of the Survgy; (3) 100% reported-., ™ - -
that they were white/Caucasian; (4) 47% had spent no timé as either
instructors or adwinistrators in secofdary schools; (5) 27% reported
that -they neither subscribed to nor 'read 'jeurnals withinithe¥®r . .
discipline while 77% indicated they neither subscrib€d to fiot read
préfessional education journals; (6) 10% claiped to'be working toward
\the‘pzzter's deqree while 23%.claimed to be yorking toward the

¢

doctorate; (7) 67% rated what they were presently doing as very ‘
attractive, with their secomnd situational choice being a faculty
position at a four-year gdllege or university; and (8) religious ’
studies instructors rated self-kmowledge/personal identity and .
knowledge of anQ.interest in Community and world affairs-as the most )
important qualities a student should gain from.a.two-yéar college .
educationys For the full survey report, see ED .121 358. ‘(JDS) -
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THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO-’

A PROFILE OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES ~  Sucep exeerty & heleveo Saow

THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN.

STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE.
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A nationwide survey of 14@3 people teaching’the huranities in™ e

156 two-year colleges-~carefully selected in terms of locale, con-

Center for the Study of Community Collleges. The faculty sample was

« trol, emphasis, size and age--was conducted in sbring, 1975 by the é?\\

*drawn to include proportionate numbers of both full-time .and part-
time instructors. Sponsored by the National Endowment for the
Humanities, the project revealed demographic data as well as atti- °
tudes ‘toward students and. the humanities, reference group identifi-.
cation, satisfaction, and preferénce for further preparation. In

.~ , this paper the religious studies instructors in the sample "are com-

pared with the total group of fatulty in ‘ant, anthropology, foreign
language, hispy, liberal arts/drama, 1iterature, music, philosophy,

political scfence,. religious,studies), and socjal science.
§ .

~ »
Of the 1493 humanities instruetors in 156)tw04ygar’6611eges who -

* responded to our Faculty Survey', people, teaching religious studies
represent by far the smallest graup. The thirty people in this samole
are just 2% of the total population. Therefore we might expect that
since they have little impact on the total responses, they might wel]
stand out as quite different from the people in other fields. This
‘notion persists, even though we realize our groups are not totally
discrete (people teaching religidus studies may occasionally also
teach other courses; and vice versa).-

%Y

Only a handful "of the Yeligious studies instructors in this
sample had themselves been students in community/junior colleges--
20%*, as compared with 25% of the total sample. Eighty-three percent
had majored in 'retigious studies while 10% held their highest degree
in education®and 7% -each “in history, ]1terature,‘and philosophy. <

Over three-fourths of this group (77%) are males, as compared
with 67% of the total_population. They tend to be somewhat older )
“than people in other disciplines--27% being 51-55 years as compared
with 10% of the total population:&nd 13% (total 6%) being 61 or older:
. Twenty percent (13% total) are in-the 41-45 age bracket. Like the,
philosophy instructors, g11-2900%--claim to be white/Caucasian.

Books in the home§'in which they were raised are designated as
.« 26-100 for 43%.of the religious studies people (267 total). .Over
200 books are noted by 30% (38% total). -

H

kY

{ *A11 figures are rounded.
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Almost half of these respondents (47%) had spent no years in.
secondary schools as instructors or/administrators ¢41% total).

Ten percent (18% total). designated 5-10 years. Conversely, a s1ze- r
able number had held such positiohs at four-yéar colleges or uni- :
versities—beyond the level of teaching/research assistant. Of all.
disciplines, ygﬁe‘EﬁiTTeSg;proport1on of ne]iggous Studies 1nstructors
(37%) imdicated "none"_hére (55%.total). . Serving in one capacity-or .
another at this level were 20% (12% tota]) who de51gnated 1- Zryeans. .

Within any gwo-year college re]ng1ou5 studies ‘people regpe”’ ]
sented the largest proportion claimirg less. than one year experience

ployed 17-20 year's and 20% (38%“tatal), 5-10 years. These f1gures,
hqQwever, are confounded by the fact that many Jjnstructors,in this -

program directorship. Here 60% sa1d they had pot served.in this-
capacity but 37% declined to answer. And agdin with. the item re-
garding acting as administrators in two-year cblieges, 37% did not -
respond and over half (53%) said none. Twenty-seven percent of the
religious studies people had worked 11-20 years‘im their current
institytion (15% total); 23% (17% total) 3-4 yearsy and 20% (42%

L}
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‘Chairpersons T Lo ) .
Twenty percent of the re]1g1ous stud1es people (15% total)
claimed’ to be currently acting.as cha1rpersons of their depdrtments
r divisions. Of these, one- third had previously emplayed peop]e
olding the.doctorate (48% total), 17% (5% total) repQrted admin-
istrative pressure to hire doctorate holders and-67%:(61%.-total) .
- indicated plans to so hire. MWhen asked "why," three catggories
: *  generated 17% of ‘the religious studiés instructors' responsés: they
said they would hire the best'person regardless of degree, that
doctorate holders are more capab]e/knowledgeab]e, and that‘they
/ ’ . were the best qualified applicants.  One-third-of the peopte in -
this discipline reported exper1edces that showed doctorate hplders
o to be fine/excellent/good teachers. It $hould be noted here that ~ : |
—_a ‘number-of people teaching religious studies hold the doctorate
of d1v1n1ty, rather than the Ph.D., Ed.D., or D. A T. © T K
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Teaching Hours, Ful] T1me/Part Time -

, One-third of the.people in th1s sma]]est group»teach 13 15

, hours per week (32% total) while 30% (9% tota]) teach 3 hours or
tess weekly. This suggests a number of people here who would be
classified as part-timers, and this is borne. out by the’ fact that,

time'status, Employed at jobs in add1t1on to their teaching were
: 37% of the respondents. (26% tota}) Forty six percent c1a1med more

b3

(17%; 7% tota]) Twenty-seven perc nt (¥7% total) had been so em- . u: &

, area‘failed tovrespond to both this item and to the item regard1ng PR .

% total), 5-10 years., ‘ b ,‘ "‘f;

40%, more than any disciplinary group (24% total). indicated part- B

*




than 40 hours.(12% total) qnd'f8ﬁ 1-10 and 31—4b/youré,week1y.
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.. Reference Gkoﬁps T .
) A . :

' When asked to rate certain reference groups & sources’of advice
on teaching, instructors of religious studies rank students first’ .
(second for the totat) and colléagues second (first for total). De- .
- »paytment chairpersons. are ratgd third by both this dis¢iplinary group
‘and .the total sample.and professional journals, fourth by both groups.
For the religidus 4tudies instyuctors, administrators are fifth (last
~for total); university professors are sixth (fifth, total); programs
" of professional organizations’, sevepth (sixth totdl)’ and high school
teac?érs last for réligious. studie§ people and severith-for the total
sample. e R N

0
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Whew it comes to subscribing to or reading.scholarly joyrnals ‘

within their. specific disciplines, 27% of the religious studies people - ;g, )
report none (26%:total); 30%, (20% total) two; 20% (16% total). three; s
and 177 (20" total), one.  Few pedple here subscribe ta/read<professional b,
education jourrals (77% none, as compared with-64% of the total sample), Y
while 20% (12% total) suggest they subscribe to and/or re99 journals or '
S magazi?ég of general interest. , . Co
, . ‘;:) . - . - . - . . . . . ’/. . .
Profésgﬁonal’Development-f S . % 1 L o S

. ggfﬁough two-thirds of the religious studies people and 68% of R
the tofal either.are not working on any degree or failed to respond N
to theiitem regarding degrees for which they, are mow working¥ 23% of
‘both gﬁ%ups indicate they are working toward the dootorate. 'TFen per- .
‘ ~ cent aff the religipus ‘studies instructors,and.7% of .the total are .
worki% on their master's degree.. - . s

~

. ewer Eéf:;ious studies people tﬁan-any other group,beside'socia] . ) .
. scientists say they would liRe:to take steps toward professional devel-
opmentkin the next five years. Even so, 73% (86% total) indicate they
would *ike to.take such steps. -Among these, 36% (32% total) would", *
enro]b;in codrses in a university and 41% (38% «total) would get a Ph.D. - .
c . Ap g7 . v ¥ _ . .
-. or Ed.D. A . . . ° <
&j. 1 '. , 4 . . 5
o ’ > If they had a-free, summer, 33% of the religious studies people
.~ and 53% total would travel; 40% (42% total) would be” involved in a
" combipation of*seeting.classes/doing reseatch/and engaging in work- :
.,shopsj-and o Jthjnd of bofﬁ”pqggjations would takedclasses/studx/réad. '

v

v

o » . ' vy .. .
ilere“they 60 seek'train;ng’all‘o&;r again before tedChing, aga

~ one-tiird of each group ¢adild.de.the- Same/change nothing: f rteen
percei (6% total).wou)d get a.higher degree. - - : T
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Five Ykars Hence \\\\\\\‘\\!\\\\\\ ‘. 4 -
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t.’An extremely| high proportion EF“?ﬁT?gious studiés people express
" generd] satisfactipn with their two-year college positions by indi- ..
cating five years hence,/ﬁoing what they are currently deing wouid

appear to bé Very attractive. This is by far the first choice for thi§

" disciplinary grdqu”iﬁﬂﬁLﬁgzjso indicating (38% total). Second ‘choice %,
(first for total) is a facduTty ‘position at a four-year college or uni- |
versity; tied for third are a faculty position at another community ar |
junior college (fourth for total) and a schpoe}outside the United States®
(third, tetal),: ‘Bejond choices one and two, however, most possibilities
for the religious studies people are less than appealing, with the greater
numbéer of respondents finding quite uﬁattréctive such alternatives as a
faculty position in another community or junior college, an administra-
tive position at this type of institution, ] position in a professional
association, any position but one/at the college in which they are
functioming, and a.nonfteaching/non-academic position. -

N “ <
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Affiliation |
©

Religious studies people constitute the group that is least likely
to affiliate with professional organizations. When asked about member-
ships in these groups, 43% (23% total) indicated none. Again, few -
atfended regional/national meetings in the three years prior to their
completing the Faculty Survey, Only one person reported presenting a
paper, 87% indicating none (90% total). .

Al

Another measure of affiliation is our group cohesion score, and

here we find disparate results. The religious studies people seem to .
be extremely related to most significant others in their lives. Their
cohesion score for the group, to which both they and the total sample
are most affiliated-=~friends--is 93% (84% total). They rank other in-
structors ‘in their field as second, which is third for the totdl group.

. Third for the religious studies people is family (second for total) and
fourth for bath groups is most instructors at their school. Fifith for’
religious studies instructors are students (Sixth for total); then -
sixth are college administrators (seventh for total) and last are
teacher organizations (fifth for total). '

. Students, . .

\

% . Religious studiesfpeopie differ somewhat from the total group

- «~—4n terms of rating the qualities that students-should gain from a two-
year college-education.! Tied for first are self-knowledge/personal
. tdentity (first for total) and knowledge of and interest in community
and world problems (secand for total). Tied for.third are knowledge .
and skills direct]y*appﬂicable to their careers (fifth for tota]) and —

]
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‘aesthetic awareness (fourth for total). And last for both groups is
an understanding and mastery of some academic discipline.
: 1

+ These instructors constitute the single disciplinary group. in
which no one indicates that none or one should be the number of
humanities courses that two-year occupational .program students should
‘be required to take. Most (40%),.1ike the total group (35%), say six
or more, and 27% (22% total) suggest four. - ’ )

1
As for sother than course related programs, 77% of the religious
studies people (69% total) perceive colloquiums_and seminar offerings
as too few, and”47% (52% total) see lectures as too few. Exhibits,
concerts and recitals, and films are all seen a$ sufficient, which ’

differentiates this group from the total. - ™. j
: N
Experience and Curriculum: . . ) «

When it comes to the types of activities .they engage in +in order
to experience the humanities.beyond their teaching, religjous studies- -
instructors differ in most responses from their counterparts in other
fields. Like the total population, over half indicate a combination
of attending art museums, shows, exhibits, concerts, theatre, films.
Neft they select attending classes/1€ctures/seminars (40% religious
studies, 19% total) and then reading (37% religious studies, 50% total).
ngity-three percent of the religious studies instructors point to
eveéryday experiences (16% total) and community service/church work (10%
total) while-17% point to records/TV/Fadio.(21% total) and talking with
peers/associates *(15% total). Ten percent participate in theatre
groups/fine-arts/opera (16% total) and 7% indicate travel (14% total).

-When asked what changée hag\Eikeq place in the humanities at
their schools during the past sevemyears, d1ike their peers, 30% of
the religious studies instructors indicate the dddition/improvement
of huﬂhnitie@lﬁourses. Ten percent note the integration of humanities
intp interdistiplinary courses (6% total) and improved teaching tech- y
niques (4% total). As for changes theywould like to see effected,
23% note the addition and improvement of humanities courses (30% total);
20% point to the .ntegration of courses (14% total); and 7%, more extra
curricular courses- (11% total). . ' :

L]
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The Colleges ) : A . o

~
» N

One of the greatest differences between re]igiou% studies in-

~.
structors-and their colleagues in other humanities fields is in the
control of the institutions with which-they are affiliated. Whereas
89% of the total sample are in public colleges and. 12% in private,
43% of the retigious studies instruc;ors are in public institutions
. , . ) |
| \\\~““ M e e oo — _—-‘_'_“_)___,.-v
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and 57% in private. As for instifutional emphasis, 73% of the~re;\\\\\
ligious studies people and 90% of the total are in comprehensive

colleges; 11% and &%, respectively, in vocational-technical insti- \\N\\\\\\\\;
tutions;~and 23% of the religious stddies apd 6% of the total in . ~ : ‘
liberal™arts colleges. o . o

. {
. * Institutiqnal ag¢ also differentiates the populations. Collehes o
built 1959 and earNer account ‘for 73%-0of the religious studies pedple™ o
and 45% of the total; <1969, 174 of the religious studies people

/ and 45% of the total group; 0-1975, 10% of both-samples. “Generally,
the schools populated by most of th¢.vetigious studies people are also _ >
smaller. Thirty-three percent are in colleges with enrollments up to
499 students (7% total); 20%, 500-999 (7% total); and 27%, 1000-1499
(9% ‘total). This accounts for 80% of the religious studies faculty.

*In Sum - E /'

Religious -studies people differ from the total population in
several respects. Not only are the types of institutions in which -
they tedch different, but many characteristics of the .instructors
themselves are varied. The fact that aylocal clergyman occasionally
teaches -a course at the comiiypity/junior college accounts in large
part for these differences, but other variables may be attributed to
the types of people themselves wHo populate this discipline. -

T T——

4 } R e YV R
Florence B, Brawer i v .
. 1976
Y

UNIVERSITY §F oald
1075 ANGELFS Y z
SEP 7 1976 | :

CAEARINGHOUST Foow ‘ .
JUNIOR Outeeg o . o

R




