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Introduction

There has bebn a continuing trend at American colleges and

universities, to award constantly higher grades each year.
,

New College of Hofstra University. has been concerned about

this problem and for this reason it has been studying the

grading patterns over the past our years. The purpose of

this report is, to present an analysis, of.the grades awarded

during the, academic year 1975 - 76.
1



The New College grading stem isj,designed to permit the stu-

dent fleXibility in selecting the form by which he/she Wishes
to be evaluated, and at the same-time permits.him,opportunities
to delay final evaluation. For the purposes of this report,

the grading system will be discussed in terms bf traditional

grades (4 B, C, D, and F) and nontraditional (171, F, DE, H,
NE).

At New College, the traditional grades have the same meaning
as at moat colleges and universities:

A

B

C

D

F

Supe-Aor mastery of course content

Good

Satisfgctory

Minimally Adequate

Unsatisfactory

The nontraditidvakdrades have the following meanin)g at New

College:

F

Pass,7,Ftisfactory or better mastery of

course content

Fail, lest than satisfactory mastery of

course content

. DE Deferred Evaluation, evaluation isidefer-.

red go/r a period of time agreed to by, and

in contact with, the course instructor)

\ HO, evaluation is extended, .at the

n4t1^uctor's discretion, to a date no

ater than the fourth week of the follow=

ing New. College session

NE % No Evaluation, student has elected after

the first half of the course to have no

evaluation of his/her mastery of course

content
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There is no limit placed on the number of courses a student

elects to have evaluated in terms of these nontraditional

grades; however, there issome-limit placed on the.number

of DE, H and NE grades the student van accumulate. This

limit is a function of the number of semester hours at-

tempted versus the number of semester hours completed by

tha, student.

Procedures

Data for this report were compiled from grade summary sheets

sittmitted to the New Colldge registrar's recorder at the

conclusion of each course. Total number of grades were tal-

lied.and percentages computed. .0

. Results

Faculty Of ereq\Courses

Table 1 belowcontlins the breakdown of grades awarded at

New College over the Fast three years. Grades are presented

as either'traditional or nontraditional as defined above for

each Are (Humanities, Social Sciences, Natural Sciences, and

Interdis iplinary Studies) and the college as a whole.

m



TABLE 1

Number and Percent of Traditional and Nontraditional Grades

Awarded by Each Area and New College Over the Last Three Years

41

1973 -,19741

Traditional Nontraditional
AREA (A B, C, D. F) (H, DE, NE, P. E) Total

Humanities- 388 (55%) 311 (4596) 699
Social Sciences 629 (§0) 295 (3?,26) 924

tura]. Science 156 (6Q%) 304. (4W) 260
Interdisciplin- , -

ary Studies, -167 '(57%) 124 (43%) 291

New College' 1340 (62%) 4 834 (38%) '2174

AREA

Traditional

(A, B,

1274 12122

NE, P, E) Total'C, D, F)

Nontraditional

(H,,, ". DE,

Humanities 305 (56%) 234 (44%) 539
Social:Sciences '1681 (76%) 215 (24%) 896

,Natural Science 130 (60%) 88 '(40%) 218
Intei.disciplin-

ary Studies 110 (83%) 22 (17%) 132
New College 1226 (69%) 559 (31%) 1785

0 .0

11973 - 74 Data obtained from NCERO Report #4, July 1974.

2
1974 - 75 Data Obtained from NCERO Report #15, June 1975.



AREA

Traditional

(A, B, C, D. F

Nontraditional''

(H, DE, NE, P, F) Total

Humanities

Social Sciences

Natural Scienbe

Interdisciplip-
,

ary Studies

New College

215 (65%)

596- (76%)

105. (75%

92 (76%)
1008 (73%)

117
185

34

29

365'

(35%)

(24%)`

(25%)

(24%)

(27%)

532

781

139

121

1373

One result indicatecCin Table 1 is that nontraditional grades

are awarded in all areas approximately one fourth of the time.

This suggests that the awarding of these grades is acceptable

to both faculty and students. However,. Table I also suggests

that there has been a noticeable decrease in the percentage

of nontraditional grades awarded over,the'past three years,

i.e. a total decrease ofirifrfrom 1973 - tk1974 - 75 and
-

a total decrease of 4% from 1974 -'75 to 1975 - 76.
. t

The next few tables contain data on the original* grades a
warded in /faculty ospered cours s at New College for' the

elective rea progr ms in 1975 76. Tal3ie"2 is an overall

summary of gradefran terms of 'p rcentages of each grade.
./

Table is a bOakdown fpr trad tionals grades and Table 4 for

nont dition grades. 'Both th number of each grade warded

ans th percllt of the total gr des'repres6nted is provided.

ourses i, he Special-Studies ogram are not included.)

car

* ,Original grades are defined as hose grades awarded by the

:faculty member,, on the official ro ter at the conclusion of

eiach.cours,0 and do not take into account changes-in grades

made after that time.

1M
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TABLE2

Percentage Summary of All Original Grades AWaiaed in' Faculty.Offered
Courses By Area for 1975

AREA A

76

.B

Humanities 25% 24%

Social Sciences 28% 31%

Natural Science 32% 23%

Interdisciplin-

arySttidies 30%' 34%

New College / 28% 29%

ry

C

12%

13%

16%

/ D F P F NE
/

1% 2% 8% 0 496/

2% 1% 3% 0

2496 0 8% 0 1.96'f

0 0 4% 1%

1% 1% 6% 26

TABLE 3

:

H -DE

; 214

The Number and Percent of Nontraditional Original Grades Awrded by
Each Major Area and New olleg, ibr 1975 - 7fi

/ B C DAREA

Humanities 83 (38%) 82 (38%) 41 (19%) /5 (3 %).

Social Sciences 222 7%) 246 (41%) 100 (17%) 19 (3%)
Natural Science 44 (42%) 32 (30%) 2Z (21%) 7 (7%)
Interdisciplin-

ary Studies 36 (39%) 41 (4%) 15 (16%) 0
New College 385 (38%) 401 (40 %) 178 (18%)- 31. (3%)

4

9

,F Total

(290 215

(2%). 096
1105

13 (1%) ./boE3



TABLE 4

The Nutber and Percent of Nontraditional Original Grades

Awarded by Each Major Area and New College for 1975

AREA F NE H-DE

76

Total
HuManities ,25 (21%) 0 4 (3%) 88 (76%) 117

Social Sciences 40 (22%) 0 6 (3%) :139 (75%) 185

Natural Science lf (32 %) 0 ,2 (690 21 (62%) 0 34

Interdisciplin-

ary Studies

° 5 (17%) 0 2 (7%) 122 .(76 9q 29

New College al (22%) 14 (4%) 270 (74%) 365

/'
In terms of traditional grades (Table 3) more A and B grades

were awarded than any other grade, This wastrue in each of
the four Areas'as ell as forthe College as a whole. As
reported in the Ma 28,19764editioh of The New York Times,
grade inflation - more A's and B's, fewer C's and D's - has

become widespread in th- academic world.

a

Furth analysis of grin patterns across the four Areas
su ests that these pa terns are not statistically consistent.
Depending upon the Are df studyf the grades will tend to be

higher or lower in one Ar than in-another. Specifically, by
observing -Table 3 one can see that the Natural-Sake:ace

Interdisciplinairy Studies Area tend to award more A and B

grades and conversely fewer C, D, and F grades than the Human- -

ities and'Social Sciences Ar'ea This relationship is shown

to be statistically significant (at .01.alpha level) by the
use of a Chi.Square analysis. Th computed Chi Square was

36.21 and the critical Chi Square for.12 degrees of freedom
Ar.s 26.22. An unfor nate aspect of a Chi Square analysis is

that there is no st tistical followup that p thp

nature of the exii/ting relationship. Therefor only an .anal-

ysis of the ridicated percentages can be of us in determining

9
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what Areas grade their students higher than other Areas.

,In terms-of nontraditional grades awarded (Table 4), three-

fourths of grades awarded in the Humanities, Social Sci-

bnceS,..and Intprdisciplinary Studies Areas were grades of
H or DE. TheNat4ra1 Science Area is not far behind with

over'half4(62%)° of the grides awarded being H or DE. The

high incidence of H and DE grades, both of which are devices

by which the dtudent may dplay completing the required work

for a course, may' suggest. that the New College Calendar with
its predominantly week courses may not be permitting the

: student dufficiOt time to complete assignments.
or,

4

Comparison of 'grades aNkfarded n faculty offered courses over
Sast four years

Data were ava'lable from previous reports on:the grade distri-

bution of thr b. previous years, 1472.- 73, 1973 - 74 and,P

1974 - 75. A comparison of thisyear's dfstribution with

these three years appears in 'Iable 5.

TABLE 5

.

Comparisoh of Percent of Grades Awar ed in Years 1972 - 1976 at New

College for Traditional and Nontradi Tonal .

.Year A, -B:C D. F P F NE H,:DE

1972-73 27% 26% --en 9%- 1%, 1% 11% 0% 3% 27%
73-74 26% 23% 10% a% 1% 10% 0% 3% 25%

974-75 27%, 27% 11% 3% 1% 9% 1% 4% 19%;
11975-76 '28%- 2996:- ,10% 1% 1% 6% ' 0% '.2% 23%

10



Except for 1973 - 74, the percent of A and B grades have shown.

a small but consistent increase, while the percent of P grades

Have shown a continuing decline. The percent of H and DE

grades have increased by 4% over the academic year (4 1974 - 75.

.

Grades Awarded in Student Initiated Projects

A

The phrase Student Initiated 'Project is used to)descrIbe a -

variety of learning opportunities and modalities other than

the traditional classroom. Included here are grades awarded

in the following typep of projects: Senior Projects and Sen-

ior Theses, Individual Study, Off-Campus Education Projects,

,Credit by Examination and Peer Teaching. Table 6 below con-

tains a summary of all the grades awardpd in these projects.

TABLE 6

Summe'ry of Grades Awarded in Student flitiated Projects by

A

Area (1975 -\7)

AREA A B C D P NE H, DE

Humanities 39% 10% 1% 0 26% 1% 23%
Social* Sciences 31% 12% 9% 6% 25% 0 17%
Natural Science ,90% 10% 0 0 0 0 0

Liberal Arts 40% .0 0 0 40% 0' 20%
New College Total 39% 1 % 3% 1% 25% 1% 20%

NB - The grade of-F.wasnot awarded to any student In any area.

Comparing Table 6 with Table 2; one notices a higher. percentage

of 'A and P grades in Student Initiated Projects. Perhaps these
,

' higher grades are to be expected considerifig the-student is

working on material (s)he Ias akeen interested in and desires

to expand his/her knowledge in that area. An explanation for

the higher percentage of P grades may be the result of.a
)

faqulty policy initiated a few years ago which encouraged Stu-

dents to -take prc6ects for Paso, /Fail:

11/



Table 7 compares the percent-of e grade a1ntarded in Student-

Initiated Projects overthe past four years. There is a notice=

oable increase in the percent ofd A and B grades and a'correspond-

ing decrease in the number of grades. This moSt'probably"

reflects a' relaxation of the f culty,,policy cited ab6ve.

1975-76, there is a higher percentage. of H and DE grades than
in previous years. Consistent with previous years practices,

students bompleting..,Student Initiated Projects are mOst'likely

to rebeive,either an A or P. grade.

TABLE 7 .

1

Comparison of ercent of grades Awarded in StAtilent Initiated

Projects Over'ihe.Last Four Years

Year C D F P. NE H DE
1972-73 26 9 2. 0 0 411 '3 20

.1973-74 24 9 1 1 6 44 2'
.

ji5

1974 -75 35 10 2 (0 '0 38- 1 14

1975 -76 59-- 11 3 1 0 25 11 20

The number of Student Initiated projects for 1975 -.76 is 130.

This is approximately the same number of shch projects com-

pleted the previous academic year.

gr

In general; the accumulative

years at Ne College has, not

at the B ley 1. The percent

is also fairly constant with

DE and H grades:

Summary

grade average over the last few*

change4 significantly, remaining

of grades in each grade category

one noticeable' trend toward more

12
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On the whole, fewertradeewere hwarded reflecting the general-
,

decrease in enrollment at New College during the curregiyegr. -

Howdver, there were approximately the dame number of student

Initiated Projects this year as.in the previous academic year.

9
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