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This article discusses language-planning in Israel,

- Hebreéw scholars and- writers. The aims of the Academy were basically

‘three: (1) to assemble and carry out .research into the
'wocabnlary of_ all periods; (2) to carry out research i

structure of the Hebrew language, in accordance uiph‘its_orig
spirit, its requirements and possibilities inall thecretical -and
practical fields, its vocabulary, grammsar, script, spelling, and -

Hebrew
nto the

inai

transliterations. The Academy is required to publish its decisions at .

" least hi-annnally and to report of work in progress. A list of the
Academy's publications include necords of the Academy, a guarterly

and monthly journal,-a series of monthly illustrated p

~linguistic studies, and dictioparies and terminological lists for
scnssion~of'the'uork.done,ii

experts ‘and teachers. A more d ¥ailed di

osters,

‘the areas of word study, word coiging and word analysis and related

areas is prov1ded.”?ntnre,priorities of . the Academy will include

. studies of style and syntax. (Author/CLK)
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Language Planmng In Israel

emy, however, was still Ben Yehuda's ultimate
-dream, and wijth the establishment of the State of
“Israel in May, 1948, the time was felt finally appro-
priate to realize this. ‘On.January 3, 1M9, members

of the Language Council met with representa{lves, :
- of the Provisional Government, the World Zionist
Organization and the Hebrew University of Jerusa-

lem and presented a proposal for converting the
Council into an Academy. |t was ultimately agreed
"that the Academyswould be the legal continuation
of the Council, and that the Council would at%gmat-
ically disbgnd upon the figst meeting of the-

my. The Councilin the meantime would select eight
Qf its members to be the first members of the future
Academy. In addition to these eight, two delegates

" chosen by the governmenf, two chésen by the Zio-

nist Orgdnization, and one chosen by the University
ywould together constitute a Aominating committee
*which would select fifteert other members of the
.future Academy, thus bringing the totat Academy

~membership to twenty-three. These twenty-three -

members would have to be Israeln citizens. In addi-
tion, five further members were to be selected
among cahdidates not residing in Israel (in order to

give World Jewry some voice in forming the He--

brew language), and five further advisory members
. - - r U

"Dr Fellman is a professor at Bar-llan Unwversity, Israel.
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~ The Academy Ot The Hebrew Language \ .
O co T LB .
ﬁ . I‘I. L By JACK FELLMAN‘: “ ' .
: ,D The Academy o,f the Hgbrew Lanq age (Ha- Aga-. B yvere also to be chosen All other Council members
LL)  demia La-Lashon Ha-lvrft), situated on thé Campus = not covered- by the above automatically also be-
: ' of the Hebrew University ,in Jerusalem, officially came advisory ' members 'of the Academy. :
+ .came into existence. on August(27, 1953. However, - These preliminaries completed, the ‘Government  *
T for all intents and purposes \tqo‘ e-Academy was invited thé Council to frame a legal paper dn the
merely the Iegal rnherltor of anbther institution - future Academy. After three meetings with Govern-
- which had cofne into existente 63 years earlier,the men repkesentatives, a draft was drawn and in dug
. Hebrew Language Council (Waad Ha-Lashon Ha- .course brdught before the Israeli Padiament (the
lvrnt) The:more modest Council was ¢created by ‘Knesset) by the Minister of Education. On August
“the father of Modern Hebrew" Eliezer éen Yehuda 27, 1953, five years after the State of Israel had
A -in December, 1890 as a step in furthermg the He- come into being, this draft became law. The law of-
Vs * brew rev@al‘ A full-fledged official Hebrew Acad- ficially created in Jerusalem a "Supreme Hebrew

Language Institute” sporisored by.the Government -
and empowered "to guide the gevelopment of the
Hebrew language on the basis of research into its’
different periods and branches . Decisions of the
Institute as tom 4
nology or transliteration . . . shall be adhered Yo by
educational and scientific mstitutes by the govern-
ment and its departments and’agencies, and by the

~local authorities.”? -

- On internal matters and makeup the Parliament
left the Institute free to proceed as it 'saw fit. After
extensive discussions, the decnslons of the Institute
on such internal matters were presented to the Par-
liament and similarly became law on July 23. 1954.
The "Supreme Hebtew Language Institute’ was now
named the 'Academy of the Hebtew Language’ with

a membership of twenty-three drawn from leading -
. Hebrew scholars and writers. The self- procla:med

aims of the Academy were as follows . ’

(1) *To assergble and to carry but re:earch into the He-
" brew vocabulary of all periods;

"(2) To Carry out research into the siructure of :ra He- S

brew language. its history and iis evolution. .
(3) To direct the development of the Hebrew language..
in accordance with its original spint. its require~
ments a(\d possibties in all theoretical and prac-
tical fields, its. vocabulary grammar. scnpt spell-
- ing, and transliteration.™

(Conlmued on page 6) ’

ters of grcammar. spelling. termi- - -
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Further, according to the above Laws, the Agade-
- my was required to publish-at least bi-annually any
_ of its decisioris and to repert on work in progress.
Indeed; in order to spread.the results of its work, the
Academy publishes several types of rg_gons andin-
- formational materials. as follows: - ‘
(1).Ziknronot Ha-Agacemia La-Lashon Ma-lvrit [The
Records of the Academy of the Hehsew Language],
published annually since 1953 and containing

cal Dictionary of the Hebrew Languags: is attempt-*
ing(to.trage and list every word w ich ever ap-
pedred in- Hebrew. thus ultimately pinpointing
exactly where the language needs lexical filling and
expansion. So much’ thert, with regard to the lexi-
con of the language. As time goes an, however, the
Acadetny will have to turn more’and more to prob-

‘lems of style-and syntax if it is ultimately to>fulfill

“its histaric role as “guar

Academy decisions on language matters, ratified -:"v‘
o1

- ..d'urmg the.bi-monthly Plenum segsiong, as welt as
_‘any other relevant materialf (such as scientific
““lectures given by Academy members at said.
* meetings). . -

(2) Leshonenu | .

pubfished since 1929°for the study of the Hébrew
t#hguage and cognate subjects, &specially directed
‘to academicians in Semitics and Ancient Near
Eastern -Studies. : o :

. (3) Leshonenu La-Am TOur Language tor the People}],

a monthly journal published since 1945 on Hebrew

language matters of more general interest, espe-

cially directed to teachers of Hebrew, spudents. and

the educate¢ and interested layman. .

Lemad. Leshonekha [Learn Your Language)}. 2

series of monthly illustrated posters, published

since 1933@depictidg tanguage innov tions ratified
by the Acdlemy and directed to the general public.

The posters are espegially suitable tor displaying

on bullstin boards in schools. offices. and places of

employment. Reproductions of these posters are
also intermittently published in the daily- press.

-

e

(5)

A\

Iished intermittentiy since 1936 by varjous aythors
on specialized top:cs connected with the Hebrew
tanguage and sponsored-in their work, either
wholly or in part. by the Academy. )
(6) Dictionaries and Terminological Lists aimed gspe-
ciglly for immediate use by experts and teachers in
particUiar Igxical fieids and for ultimate use by’

wide sectors of the general public. On the average"

one 75-page dictionary and two-three 10-page
terminology lists 2re publhished dnnually +4n the
past decadé and a half several termipologies have,
appeared in the realms of law and'pglitics. the
armed forces.aeronautics, electronics and general
techno'ogy. : : )
indeed. jt is in the realm of terminology—word
study. word coining and word analysis—and in the
related problem

tion, punctuation and transliteration that the Acad-

emy has done its most intensive and fruitful work.”

ords cannot but be otherwise
in the case.of Hebrew. a language but recently re-
vived as a modern, spoken tongue. Indeed, unlike
most developing languages, the word shortage in
Hebrew is twofold. Not only are words missing in
the tield of modern technology and civilization—a
commonplace in developing languages—but words
are also mi's|ing in the everyday areas of the home;
the workshop and the marketplace, a fact unparal-
leled in any other language. Indeed, an ongoing
“project begun by the Academy in 1959, the Histori-

. .

6 wu,v:,

Such attention to w

¢

£ PLANNING NEVISLETTER ¢ NO 2

-
v

Our Languagel. a/d'uarterly journal

.

ehgarim Leshonim [Linguistic Studies]. pub- '

s of spelling, pronunciation, inflec-
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Zikhronot Ha-Aqademia La-Lashon Ha-lvrit

dian of the Hebrew
language,” O : :
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1. On-Ben Yehuda and his rble in the revival, cl.‘Fnost,\'ecently
Jack Fellman. The*Revival of a Classical Tongue. Eliezer Ben
Yehuda and the Modern, Hebrew Language. Mouton Studies’
in the Sgesedogy of Language 6. Joshua A. Fishman (ed.).
1973. Do

2 The Supreme Hebfew Language institute Law, Reshumot
{August 27, 19534 Section 10. ~

3 Regulations of the Academy of the Hebrew llanguag

, mot 465 (July 23. k954). Section 10. p. 1162,
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Some Observations ‘ p |
on Language Planning P
(cdj\tinued trom page 4)
4
Soviet language planners regard their experience

in this field durtng the last six decades as a unique
source of information for their colleagues abroad.
Regardiess whether Soviet language policy is seen
as a model for lafiguage policy in, a given country,
the diverse and rich storehouse of data thatthe So-
viet language planning effort has generated ought ;
to be used to inform linguistic policy elsewhere, '
whenever reievant, It will be ta the benefit of lan-. -
guage planning and language planners everywhere : |
in.the exchange of information between Soviet and )
other practitioners of this figld can continue to
grow. O »
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