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PLANNING AND EXECUTING A-SUMMER
WORKSHOP IN AMERICAN LITERATURE OF

MINORITX,GROUPS

"Did she say to write

not surprising. She's thought

%

so bath Surely there must

in logical progression.

,
a 'How to. . .' paper this time? Well, it:'s

---
every other kind. Maybe this one won't be

ething I know how to do and q;).'to explain

"What's this she's saying now?- ,She's going to write a .'How to. .

'paper too. :Any, teacher\y writing ought to try writing some of the thipgsc,

she assigns,: Now herel7a novel idea from her. -Maybe she'll. see how hard

some of the ideas .she comes p with really are to write about."

4

.
So go the thoughts in the mind of a student in a writing class,, and

`also so go the thoughts of her instructor who really must-compose a paper
t`

itled "How to Plan and Finance a Workshop on 'American Literature of Mitndrityk,

Groups." The instructor insists that the progression m(Ist
-
be orderly in 6-rder

to be, logical. So the genesis of such d,- workshop must be the first step ?n-
.

describing it.
fi

N\,)
.

n the summer of 1974 a catalogue entitled New from NCTE arrived,

and the items most interesting to me were books, brochures, and other,educa-

Lion media concerning minority groups and th%ir contributiols to American.

Literature. When one teaches at A small denominational school with meager

financial support* one is always looking for that unique program that Will

draw participants to her school. But an absolute necessity for any program

.

at myschool is that it be academically sound. I knew immediately that a,

courge in America Literature of Minority Groups was bOth unique for the
7

area and academ ally sound. SO., I could begin to put feet and wigs to my

c -

' thoughts.

,34
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I hd-sa number of minority groups to choos'e from; but with the help
1

.

of the NCTE catalogue, I settled on Black Literature, Native American Literature,

Chicano Literature, and Asian Ame4can Literature.. I felt that the students

preparing to teach and teacher- already in-the schools would find these choices

helpful in their present pm= ican Literature courses and in the popular mini-

courses, being offered in ny. schools.'

9 ' NOw with a idea and 'with a, basic selection of-subject tatter, I

had.to get'down o the,chore'of seeing thislome into heing.' I knew that what
. ir ...

I wanted to d would cost, money because I was not going to settle for a mediocre
'

.7$--- 's .

, workshop. ewo4d.have to' import the leaders of what I now envisioned to be
,..-

four en: -week sessions, each week being.devoied to the literature of one

minor ty. We had on our faculty one-person who could, handle the Black Litera-
( x'

. to e and another person who was quite knoWledgeable about Indian affairs but

lacking expertise in the literature. .Still I felt that we would do well to

have off-campus leaders if possible. Although I knew the idea would meet

with overwhelming approval, I also knew that I would be told that there was

no money for extra. faculty. The Summer Program on our campus is no great

moneymaker, andJmy "brainchild" could suddenly put the program into the un-

'idesirable state of deficit financing--a sjte that would be strictly forbidden.

As I expected, phe workshop got quick and enthusiastic blessing from

both 'the department chairman and the academic dean; and aavI also expected.,

the immediate,question of how we' were -pay for it was asked. By this time
'

it was mid-September and, deadlines for funding were past or upon us.

The National Endowment for the Humanities seemed the best bet as

a starting place to look for funds. I called Richard Ekman at the Endowment.

0
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He listened to a very brief description of the program idea. Then he said

that the Endowment was fundingagour regional programs of this type and could

roe considesrla small program like ours. But he did not shut the ddlir in my

Rather he said that-the National American Studies Faculty with head-

quarters at StetObn University under:the direction ofiDr. John Hague might be

able to furnish us with the faculty We needecYat little or no expense:

At this point I confess my ignorance. I had never heard of the
.

National American Studies Faculty. However, as soon as I reached John Hague(

by-telephone, it became apparent that I had found a person genuinely interested

in Columbia College's prospective'prograin and also sympathetic with thi problems
..-

4
,

a collegelike ours would
,..,

(have to overcome to support uch a program.,
.

--------7
.f )

1

He said our timing was excellent slime the Board of Directors was

meeting the next week._He'said further that the proposal should reach him
1. ^ _..-

.

by the next Thursday, and his most encouraging comment at that time was that

the proposal did not,needto be a complicated proposal. All"that was needed

was a description off ddr,program, and some indica:rib of what Columbia C
r , Ft

-could contribute and of whit we expected the ational 14er,ican Studies P

to contribute. Our proposal -was put in order qu y and sent on fov,consid
4'

tion.

1
'About three weeks after the meeting of the Board, Dr. ,Hague called

to say, that they were going to help us to have the programbyproviding a

specialist for each of the four weekly sessions. At this point our program

" e
took a slightly differen,tditection. Dr. Hague wanted us ito use 'a young, .

woman whose expertise was Women' Literature because this had-b en well,

received on other campuses. Since Women's Awreness had been emphgsized on

'

K.
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our campus thrqmghout tty,e4,r

program We,accepied his suggest

el

change..,

-

. 4

this Lhang"e'f4itteS.%4ell into an onigoIngf
/

_

It was not fOng at,all beforeJ)r. Hague sent us the names of the

orkshop le*lers add the dates available then we,C.166d begin in earnest
,

preparing the necerY:90iicity, -C umbia College's main contribution
.

In addition to the u _Apf campus facilities was to le all. of the

/

publicity for the program.

The.Academic Dean gaveme the go-ahead for an attractive printed

brodhure with pictures-o the program leaders and other necessary information.

Ar .ngements were aPso made with the Campus Newg, Service for, statewidd news--
//

paper and television/publicity nearer the starts, 1E the summer program.
'.

$

.
te(

/.
The. brochures were r-ea4y by March 10, and.they were dittributed a

number of.differentys.'_ First, br. Hague,provided mailing labels for. one
.

hundred Persona from the Virginia, North CarOlina"South Carolina, Georgia

a.feaswWwere on his mailing .list. Chairmen of 'the English departments of

/-- the colleges And universities in Sout1.4 received brochures as did.

r'

the hairmen of the English aepartMents at the ele/en high schools in.metro7

.. -,rpolity ablumbia Brochures were also disii-ibpted to the English glasses at
.

,
0 .- _%

\.,.
.

Columbi &liege and to all, of the Colutt is Col, ege faculty. Several members ,

of the En lfsb°clepartment took brochures KY-national and-regional meetings for

English
_ . .

rs. We d not do f mar mailing by' this I mean in the ihou-
.

* sands-- %lamed tb 1 t the enrollment totwenty-- participants.

/
Our p-Ogiam received a 'real t in March W Oi held a Spring/

----..

Institute On Mino'Aty Literain-Columbia.. I was fortunate to be.a discussio
r .. 4

t / .

.leader,at th s ins tute. The-intereat in min iterature was evident in

a

-4-
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the enthusiasm cf all of those involved in the Institute. NCTE provided
, ,

-
.

10
noted scholar- from\pch ethnic group (Nxtive American, Black, Chicano,

R
' '

in Ameri )i , These persons gave informative lectures and then

ipated in group discussions and in question - add - answer sessions

wing the group discussions. The fdvorable reception of this program
1/.

f7a.

reinfor my beief that such programs are vital to any who sjrudy and

.teach 'America n'titerature in"order that the literary contributions all

Americans be included in the corpus of American Literature. There are,

other ethniz groups whose works are slowly being assimilated

`American Literature. I feel'certain that insfitutes and workshops

.

that focus (*Puerto Rican, Jewish, Polish, and other American literary

'productions. dpld be received with interest:

A service provided by the on-campus coordinator (that-waste_

title) was to order the books according to the dire tions*of the Wrkshop

. eaders. A list of the booki used is available any who would like to

have one.

.

We offered the workshop leaders the opPortunity to stay on our
..

campus- with room and board for the nomi nelcharge of $40.00 per rsbn per

week. Of coursd this charge was part of.theremuneration of e National

AmericaliStudies Faculty. It pleased me chat t -leaders did, want to stay

on the campus.

Persons-supplied by,the'National American Studies Faculty.are not
. * .

paid a
1

salpry'by-t)le FacUlty. Their expenses/are paid and the Faculty supplies

a. small honorarium and requests the n itu ion to do the same if it can. We

. /

..._ . ,
.

were able to give these persons a $100 00 honorarifor their cervices.
/

I
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Columbia Coll'ege's expens'es for the dorkShop were, therefore, only

t400.00 for the honora"ria, $200.00 for the brochures, and approximately

! 00 for pj,stage. The small amount of'secreterial help needed was furnished

,

by'bythe student assistants in the English department working at their regular

times. The total expense forthe.four-week w_grkshOp ran less than $700.00.

My salary as coordinator was no added expense to the College since I would

.

have been paid a salajry for teaching one or two coursesAn the summer anyway.

o

i4 Those attending the workshop paid $160 for tuition and .re4ived
--

.

/
four semester hours credit. The tuition offset some e of the expense incurred-

by the College.

After nine months of preparation, it was tinkeor t e blessed event,'

to arrive. (Yes, the figure of speech was intended.) En ollrent dal and the

first d-a-Si of'workshop were one and the same. The first workshop eader had
'

1

come the day before. Thus all was in readiness.

1

It would not be proper in this paper-to go intk the personalities

1

and individual approaches to each weqk's work; yet, it is in order to say that

each person provided by the National American Studies Faculty was a delight-

ful person to have 'on pampus for five days and was also an eminently qualyied

scholar in the chosen area. All of those who came had received their doctorates

Q.

/-
in the past five years, or so. Certainly there is some risk involved When'umrk-

shop le4ders whose only identification is in a curriculum vita a9d some references.

But our experience was a,tOtallysuccessf4 one insofar as p ram Personnel

wete concerned.

The daily Sessions were'from 9:15 to 12:15. Each leader usually

began the week's work with an overview of literary history and demonstrated
.

I 6-
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relationships with otherininority,literitures. When the ethnic literatures

r

were being emphasized, the obvious omissions in AmeriCan literature texts
..

) 1
. 'v.'

4
and courses Z./ere pointed out as was the paucity of knew dge ana concern

about thes literatures arising fr\oth the literary tr ditions of groups which

are reallynot'insignificant in either population or artistic contributions:

t me a dd a word of caution here. Theseabrshop lead4s ere
. . !

,,,
.

1

1

teachers of literature, and not social protesters'. Whey did indeed "c ampion
...'.

their causes," and`rightly so, but ,never to the exclusion of good literary`

judgment.

They succeeded In making the class. members (and I consider mybelf

one of the Class because Lattended as much of every class session as possible)

aware of many writers,a
o ;

no 'knowledge of: More t

artistic value in these literatures.

pieces of; iterature that' the students had, little or

an becoming aware, they began to appreciate, the

o ,/

An additional ehefit- especially evident in the ethnic,Studies yas

fnclusioen in the diacuss on'of other forms of creative art produced by these/
ethnic groups. I cite as an. example a particularly interesting,discussion of

the painting and sculpture of Mbxican artists, Rivera, Ortega, and Siquieros.
J..

.

,

Another example was the use of some blues and jazz in association with.Bla'ck
.

, . ,
.._literature.

.

,
Another most int sting addition was a-well-done f ilm entitled

Broken Treaty af-BSttle coul have used many other audio-visual

maids had'our 'budget provided.. But the emphasis of the workshop wason literature,

and tpe reading and discussion of the literary works w re central to the objec-
. .

the workshop.

- .7 -
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The workshop tc(fered tour semestr>r hours of undergraduate credit.

The students could receivegrades or could take the course Pass /Fail. ',Because

final' grade was to be gi en, each workshop leader planned some sort of'eRalt.;

uative project for the fin

gave.essay queStions to he

the progress Of thestuden

'and antIther 1.1a) a class.pr

the week's grade. Thenth,

There have keen no adverse

been satisfactory, to the's

class procedures.

.Our small enroll

college administration aft

schedule was purtially yes

o. three -week period, and th/

tor.o, for some, the cost wa

'at. state institutions for

was just too much. Had we
/

feel certain.that more tea

were teachers in public ,ION

this.

The works op ders and those tha were enrolled saw the small

412111.'7'
1 portion.a. the fast clagT day.' Two of the:leacletg

4,,T-Ir-t7v .

, .,..,? , :'°'4
Written in the class period; one discussed with;;Mer%:-. - ... ,.-..

-, . - t

involved in the week's work and arrived,at. a=-.:Irsdel,. T,:-,t.,

;:"
... ,-...21,;:-:.-

,
sehtation by each member as a major determiner

,f

four, grades were combined into a final cpprSe grade.
,

ments on the grading procedure, so i

udents 'ecause they tad an opportnni-tr:-

A I:
Q ":...7..

t SOIUSt tiav&-,',
. , 1 ..4::::,

to -oomnierit dit

tr)
, 1

t,

el.4414

c.i4,
. .

en of ten was a disappointment to me and to the "

r much hard work, but an error in planning tke,

onsible. All other summer workshops were fora
i

one for our weeks caused some difficulty.1,VThen,< ,1'

.

prohibitive: Teachers can attend summer school',.

ittle or no tuition, and for them a tuition fee

been able,to provide a stipend for teachers, I

hers would have come. Three_of the ten
/-
enrollees

private schools; we had hoped for many more...than

enrollment as' is stinct advantage. .Yet
t

unfortunate i was that more were not

Ifi addition to the daily

L.

e students often remarked how

tting the advantage of th/program.

lass session, there was a public lecture

1 0

I
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give)) Jesday'evening: Thesc were well attended--arouwlit

persons ere there for each lecture. These included the--studA

e0 las= and cther students, Columbia faculty, s tap1:7;;t1

interested"persons in th'e. community who had,Ilde4'

//, Although I did not have written evaluat1904*,

21-41-A6 ,.(1-W*cnrara,

y:4:t,silotis other,

to every session and

*..41,4"6

than from the students in the class

exFressed real appreciatiOnj
eTuesday night sessions.

_ -

In order to W, a.,S3,tcture
of the value of the worksho ,

aI elicited reastdons,X001 reShop leaders and from .the students. The
F .r ,

workshop facultypOn 4efavorable to the program and to AStudents when. .

their-mr.tions.of elle workshop were complete. After they had had some time

.'program,, Iasked them to write their evaluations. Three
...AO

of the four responded; The-general response was positive, but the respondent's

cited strengths and suggested ways that a good thing conli'be made better.

Strengths of the program in -WII:faculty evaluations were

as follows: A

47
1. Such a program might encouragemore people to establiqh programs

ethnic literature:"

The eXperlenceat Columbia College was completely enjoyable.

The experience at Columbia College was a learning experiencefor the instructors as well as for the students.
,

4. The small 'enrollment had distinct pedagogical Advantages.
t

Suggestions for provement indicated Were as follows

- ,1. *It might be better to use shorter works such as poems and
plays rattler than novels so that the class-could foods more
'clearly on well-defined issues.

-r. Each instrtictor might receive from the coordinators suggetec.7
amount of reading material and some guiglines on the written

r

4

41.
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N
(/ /. ....work expected. (4 did suggest that. a few poems 4tIci short,

stories_, one novel, ar441 one or two -fu Irdength plays might;
Lo all, 5hat could be covered each we k Even this inight- aye
he4n-'tcroilmfiCh,.)

,-

'4 '''''
It wguld4be helpful if the students could have had a ibgraphl of tie readingwatdria before thejelassces b Thiswas,:proviclied whoireqfiested such graph.Then, too, some decided 'to' take /the course at r istration-the very day the-Course began.)'

4. Wider ranging publicity might have resulted' in mop minoritystudents. (The publicity was very,wide ranging. Engli h depart-
.

ment at avery college in the st a received' brochures Brochureswere distributed at the' NCTE pring jnstitues7ori Mi rity Litera-ture and at the SouthiCar,O-rina Council of Teachers ,...pring mdettifig.
One hundred brochures were maile to members of ,,the American
Studies As/ociation 'in Virgin ; North C rolin Sbuth Carolina,Georgia,ifind Tennessee. , We, I.,so,Ipd exeel coverage on Columbiatelevisiron stations and in the state's/1 r t..newspaper.)

tit's .

The stmigits also evaluated th progra
, pd-extremely simple evalua-...

tion form
: I

was use-a, and at copy ism attached to thiAlpaper. 'The overall resilonsy
was very positike. Each week's progr m was received adtrably, ticating th

...Q
abilities of the workshop leaderS, both in their academic fiel s and i
handling tof/a workshop, situation. Studants cited strength as follows
comments dre unedited.)

1 #
: 1. There' were good" choices

a high quality of fant

/
eaders,

tically cl

Thes-,e

ors,, and

The .historicaal b. ounds interesting.'
3. , Several. bt ng -materials were

4
generally

.The pogfam s very well

The5. The p ram crated 5n aw rgn
, and their ltterat re

The program's il'fscusssio echniqu

No weaknesses were evident

er ethnic grou

were exc lent''.

their

a

4

- 10 -
. \
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Students cited weaknesses as,fo ows:
. /

f ,1. The program was.toobroad for the time period; there was
. too much material for the period of time:. . /

.
. /2. A good reading list.was needed for eachgroup. (Some leaders

.I..

did not have a list other than the week's, basic reading prepared
for distribution.) .

,

3. Three weeks'would have been enough; the fgur h wee was anti-
: / climatic.

Suggestions for imprOvement cited'were as follows:

1. More'time was needed or in -depth udv of ma rial.

'4t

More time was needed to read the mate

. More students should have taken advanta

,. . A special workshop in each area would b
,,.- . . ..,

-My personal evaluation it that the pfog

.:4 ;..

executed. I know of nb ather..-57-r-scEE our wide
%

..., -c--
.

.rhat4b4 could have recruited more.students unless
' \

atten dance. Perhaps our 'grant request sho

but the need for such a work

would beadequate: Need, how\

program.

uable.

lanned and

cation of

we- a idize

e.program,_

d have iii-c-luded much

was unquestione and I felt rill- our enro ent

ways mean that people take,aavan-

\.tage of opporturiities specially Whe a large bit comes out of the pocketbook.

The quality of the program personne
1

s excellent:,,The only

'workshop leader no of the'minority for which he or s

2-----

C,-- the leader-of-t Native American literature group. His scholarship in Native
Jr-

,
. 4 ,Am Can,4istory, culture,' and literature was of high quality., Having a. person,

A

led the discussion was.

who was a ive American might (and I emphasize might) have been an advantage,

buut I am.not at all sure that this Would ha e proved true.

In addition to the academic and iniltrUctiodal abilities of these
, 1

persons, 'eal0 of the0!adapt d very quhkly to our'small,campus and bec



a pa of the communi y even for the short time the
. 4

stayed in contact wit them since they.left, a f

pleasant relationship :stablished. In o

themselves than just holding a

Since OS

shop sessi for three hours each day.

-"c-
------ -- .

-

r the leadeiS had .,/ academic, work to doseither in
-

th ir daily preparation or with ,ther research projects, we

!1.

leave' them some fret time. Since none of thetailadl-b.sen to
,

......

ish faculty were available to Mimi them places of intTeSt-In

connection?,

tried

the area, to arrange for them. to meet some of the professors at the University

of South Carolina, and to entertain em in their homes when time was available.

uld provide earning situations,\me \odology, and materials.
----______ \ \ -,

,

some good reading kists, ate gestions fdt non-
,This w -t:

, -----___
-book mater feel), the expertise o specia ists in the area,

--"'"--------.

and good class mber of works rather #an\an
,
\

engths of the pr

n-depth study

view.

and additions to

we have a profess

n Native Ameri

study in tonnectiorOwith hi

nterest, it is possible that h and I, plong professor in the

SociologyNDepartmest,may develop ome further prograMs in Native American

kStudies. This is only in the early d : cussion stages.
.

7,
---- .

. . .--
----

0 .
I. personally have noted the- additi

-,12-

14

of more minority literature



I

g

,

in rep itadle n

severaI-Writer

d.
a

terat. anthologies. As a result I have added

"r se I teach. At pwiesent, most of these are black

-',writera. I hopg ghat the texts,will include more' writer's f om other minority
CIP .

4groups.

The students

0
qi

e still talking with enthusiasm about the ssmer

w that they have a better appre ation of these minority

es ana iiqh"elm-litera:tures. -!...However, time glo e will tell how much

difference the workShdp Will in their further study in these riteratures

and in the Practical applicat on 'shave learned.

The planning and execution of ttie entire program requi -d a great

4-
ea of t me and hard work. As coordinator, I received complete coo eration

fr'om-m

received

ar

rtment chairman and'from the college administration. 5 als

great deal of help and encouragement from John. Hague of the
.

. -.

1 , ' .
.

nal AMe On Studies Faculty. The enthus astic response of the program

. 1
.

, e'.-

and pf thestud is attest to the success of the program. 'Working with the
* --,

IqSpring Instj.t te in=Mindtity Literature, prior to'the summer workshop, ,

whetted iiy appetite for more opportunities to work in these areas and I

,*

sinerelflope our summer workshop has done the same for itiote, who parti-
el

cipated..

13 -

z

.
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