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‘ ~ Children's Books in:the United‘Kingdom‘ » ‘é?
# e ) ‘ ?,/I' .
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TYPES OF PUBLISHING - . ’ // 5 _ 4 ,

-Children's book publishing in Great Britain falls into two L -

. clearly defined categories: L L
. . L IS - Y
d.’Mass—market publishers. These are concerpgg with a‘low-qualitf,fﬁigh .
: volume tusingss. Their bpoks are largely sold through hE;-traditibﬂg? -: v
book outlets, such as newsagents, éupermarkets etc, Altﬁough sohé;nqn-
” b fiction is produced, the bias.is strongly twwards colour story bdcks

A 3 .
either traditional or modern, and the emphas1s is very much on- ldb ,price

rathef than on, qua11ty nf artwork, paper or deglgn, g ‘ g

_« A\l

“An 1mﬁ\rtant ared nf th1s type of pub11sh1ng is the Annual market.

These books are roduced for the Chr1stmas Season and are usually based

' '
1 —t . )

on popular characters from Televisian or story books and consist‘of a
. Ay -

number'of stories linked by games, puzzles etc. The sales of Some of
these Annuals rises. as high as 250,000 or more during the seas,n.

2. Quality publishers. These are the publishers whosé prqducts form. the

bulk of baokshop and library stock in ths“U.K. Thé embhasis is firmly

on good printing, quality of text, lay -out and h1gh standards of art-

work, This is the type of pub11sh1ng with wh1ch I and the publlsher°

H

Association are concerned so that the rest of‘this paper refers solely

.

A

to this area of production,

e




PRICING AN@ _DISTRIBUTION

Ot
"

The'prices of children's books have risen sharply in the last few

Years. A typical 32 page p1c£ure book printed in four colours sells for
betwgen £2.00 and £2. 530, whilc a novél of 192 pages, with some black snd

white line drawings, w111 sell for around £2,50. Although these prices -

-,
-

are beyond the pocket of the average child, there is now an enormous,.
‘J.

L4, -"',.

range of paperback books coverlrg both fiction and non-f1ct1on far arl

ages. The prices of these range between 35p and 70p. An 1nd1cat10n of -

the popularity of thc pep"rbqﬂk,-s shewn*in the sales last Year of one
o rad ’
major company. They snid ﬂ% Million Loples..

"Hardback sancs are largely coniipéd,to_Libraries and the qift.
ot . N
- , e .
market. We have in Lritass :n uxtadzivn-public and school library ser-
vice whicih makes it 1 .csible i6r any child to have free and easy accesgg
. oY . . ‘ ¢
to a larqe rang: ot booksu 0f course, not ail “libraries are cf an equal

standard but, over all tbe.sys1em is a succossful one.
There are g few speclalxst children's bockshops in. the U. K. but
nearly. all bookshopé gféck'a number »f chilern‘s books ‘and the larger

ones tave sup&%anfial, separate departments, These cdarry both har@yand'
o : ¢ -
paperbackg, . ‘ . . ,

. 'j"A ) ) . - -
k”recen:'development 18 the schiol bookshop, often rnn in col-

o

1aborat1ﬂﬂ with 3 local bookseller. These are small shops in schnolir

J

?

sellxng a wac rangc of paperbacks direct to the pupils. -
ARTWOQE_ e ¢ ‘ .

Thp standard of arfmork in British ch11dren s books is very

~

h1gh. ‘There is no tr ad;t1oual style and art1sts freely interpret the

-

stories they are illu&tratinq, The Library Association awards the Kate

R R = ) . .
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Greenawvay Meda!d(nampq hftpr‘a diq}ingutshed illustrator{ every year to
7. e : . o
the best artist of that vear. Recent winners have included &?hn Burning-

L

. ham, Raymoﬁd_Briggs and Charles Keéping. éolour is now. used almést

v 'S

' e
exclusively for pictiure books, though it is becoming very expensive.

YWovels for oclder children, that is 11 years old and more, are

’ ® .
rarely illustrgted and tnose for ‘younger children tend to contain blark

and white drawings. In addition to native British artists, a number of

illustrgtors from overseas who are now resident in Britain are adding .

AN !

richness and variety to the bublisﬁing scene.,

WRITING
\
A%fhough tuere are some distinguished adult novelists who write
» ’ \ ) ' . ’
]
for children, the litecrature for the young/is largely the province =f

‘

specialists., The type of Yocks will be dealt{with at greater length

belnw,

It isvorth mentionieg that the Library Association awards the

. Carnegie Medal fHr the best cniidren's book of the year at the sameé
? ' .
time as the Kate Gpeenavway Medal mentioned above. The Guardian newspaper,

also gives a similar award.

PROFESSIUIAL ASSOCIATIONS -

The,ﬁwo main pnafeSSiAnal associations in Britein are The
publishgﬁg Association éné\The‘BockseLlersbAssociatidn. The latter has
recen;{f formnd & spéciakist group of children's'béokéellers but, that
apa:i; it s the work of the publishers Assqgciation that is most re—‘

levant here. - ) s N

The Children's Booi Group of the Publishers Association consgists

‘w0f 97 member firms. It is concerned with making the maximum number of '

‘ M 5 N
. :
.
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*books 'esvpilabla to the ,.g&.u-v.umbgé af ghilaren, Jte majer af;ort

in this area has been the organisation nf an annual bookahes in Lond..n

or in a major provincial 4centre. These shows consist af some 3000 50 o

and have been designecd tn appeal to the childrwho would not‘normally'gq

into a hnokshop. Attendances over a period of a week‘haVe been as high

as 23,000 and although this figure 1ncbudes teachers and other adults,

children mak® up about twe thirds of the total. The Group has now '

abandoned the one majnr show and is try1ng to establlsh a'number af
N _
smaller, regional shows as well as starting a National Ch¥ldren's Books

Week. ' ° : - N

A un1que Br1t1sh 1nst11ut1an is the Fedefht1on of Ch11drcn'

Book Groups. Th1$ 1s nﬁn on a partotime, unpa1d bas1s, by a group v f
- ; < )

volungeers, mostLy women with ch11dren, Who are concernedwith br1nging o )

.

hetter bnoks‘}o ch1hgren. They 0rgan1se meatlng s on a’regional has1s,

Y -.:-

| [}

run small bookghops under 11e@hse and~ha¢% now begun a mall-order. : -
" _ 4 . "

n .

-service for people wﬁE'are unahle to bux the books they want from the1r,

)

A

~ - R o ¢ .
loca&i%dok%haps or 1* e todo far'from a shop. *¥4_',§ _ ) " R
NN .o m&_, . » b R i ,;,. 'l.. ’ ‘7_ ‘
'PRIIIITING .o ot .8 Py S _
L L ‘& . < =" . - .
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- -

’ Brit1sh pubi1shers yse a w1de var1ety of printers produc1ng books
. N

')not only in the QgK.‘but in such places as Hong Kong, Spain, Italy and L
. . ; s
Hollaqd. Bbth lettetn?ess and lithn methods .are qsed, the former - fer ' .
H _ o i e 8
" .“sueh hooks gs novels and the latter for p1cture booKs.
v <, - : . .
%& ] - ‘ ' e .
ﬁgIﬂE BRITI SH TRADITION 7} r : . : e 2 »
. The last ten years have been regarded by many experts. as a‘Sé}den e Y
@ . v . R
Age in ;;::Ean's books. R . ’ - o T e
- : - o o v
. In both writing an ildustration a,large number of exeitine new_g,h;,fﬁ
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talents have arisen, The oral trad1taon of telling f&gk%ales has not
ex1sted in any widespread way for a number of years but, instead, the
British have deve{opgd a talent’for 'fantasy'. By that ?s meant a story
set either tn a totally imaginary country or one in which the past
merges with'the present. Authors sash as Alan Garner, ﬁhilippa.Pearoé
. Penefape Lively, J,RtR.Tolkien: Joan Aiken, William Maynen C.S.Lewis ana

Lucy Boston are-good examples.

recently. Set usually in industraal backgrounds they are tough stories

read11y 1dent1fy. Although this 1dea has been mosgtly used in novels lL-

has been carrled o¢ér into sqgf picture books - notably those by Charles

'Keeplﬂg. Wr1ters'of soc1a1 realism include John ROWe TownSend Rnoy - ”;l
i IS ] .. o ) _\ ;‘ . J 'T"f‘fll’ . ‘
Brown and K.M. Peyf;on. . * o, X . - . . “ : ::
. . A o s D e ' ;
* v’ - (IR

incident and all per1ods from:the Romans to the beglnn1gg of th1s century s

Barbara W111ard 9Cynth1a.Harnett and Geoffrey Trease ar:\:il gmportant
A

wr1t€rs of h1stor}ca1 novels. } ) - ‘ 'Ff . S oy

that of f1ct1on 1n ‘tht U‘K. Indeed The\T1mes L1terary Supplement

1nst1tuted an award to hel
They should not be confused with school -books, which are Lnteﬁded fof "g

qlassmuSer but should be regarded as 1nformat10n books for‘the thld to-

learn, w;th the max1mum pleasure, about the WOrld around hlm.T”—\\\ E -
. - \1‘ - ,-; L4 ..

-T? ;TeIeV1$1on has, a}eo ianuenCed the type of books that' cnildren‘

-

~=)

There has also been a trend toward} s001ea11y reallst1c novels

L3

can

everyday life W1th which a ch11d raised in that en¥ironment,

\

d

. -
~ .

- 4

The hxstor1ca1 novet' 1s‘a1so pnpular. Engl1sh h1story ‘is rich 1n "

. v
» . . -

\. L -« ‘o,
4 . B4 h
’ v o

-

used as sources of insparatlon. Rosemary Sutcl1ffh;Leon Garfielq, L

. he /A 9

.- “-" . Y . ;' "\‘ i\. - ? : W ‘ .‘

NI ) o o i
It ms true that the standard of noanietionwis.not as‘high as .
. e . -, . " d
has v
-y L. , o N o

p encourage better qua11ty b00ks in th1s area.
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read. ?he British Broahcasting Corporation, through its own company and

through others, is producing a number of books related to televisjion

brogrammes, both stories and non-fiction, and these have a wide circuia-

tion-

TRANSLATION S

In comparisen with the total number of books pub11s ed in Great

~ .

-

Britain, translat1ons occupy only a small part.

»

This is_pan§ly through

reasons of cost and partly because ‘each country tends to produce a-

literature of;its own whichgfoes not, readily travel. Excluding folk >

v *

tales which come from all countries,. tranglations from sthe Scandinavian

-~
kg -

I3

countries, Germany ‘and Switzerland are the most frequent. Pictures bdo

are th€ most often txanslated, partly because the simple stories have
. ’g - . . L4

-

a more universal appeal and partly because fhe high cost of printing

colour makes co-editions necessary.

_STATISTICS - - ' ) :
S ~ ,

. -~
- .

Ih 1974 there were 2618 children's Books published in the U.Kin
i ‘

3

Th1s excludes ‘all class text books.

In the first & months of this year

" 810 new books-ﬁere.published.'_

v
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Thefe are 97omembér"firmq of the

.‘ L

1nvoIVed in pub11sh1na ch11dren s books gnd about"iz outs1de the

’ -,

publishers Association actively

-~

publashers Assoc1at10n. All ‘are commsrc1a1 firms and receive no forn of
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‘There are over QOdO~Lipraria§.(eiclgdigg séﬁoolﬁlibrgries) in the
1, R L. : Y ot -y .
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