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'Children's Lit'eratui'e in the Service of

International Understanding and Peaceful Co-operation

Tehran, 15-21 May 1975

Children's Books inJhe United, Kingdom

aul
/-

Langridge

England

TYPES OF PUBLISHING rr

Children's hook publishing in Great Britain falls into twO

clearly definedrcategories:

;/

1. Mass-market publishers. These are concerne'd with a low-quality, 'Wigh

volume business. Their books are largely sold through non-traditiCha/a,

book outlets, such as newsagents, supermarkets etc. Although some non-

fiction is produced, the bias.is strongly towards colour story books,

either traditional or modern, and the emphasis is very much on:144.price

rathe than on.quality of artwork, paper or deign.

importantAn area of this type of publishing is the.Annual market..

These books are roduced for the Christmas season and are usually based
Aso

on popular characters froin Television e' story bookS and consist 'of a

humber'of stories linked by games, puzzles etc. The sales of,,some of

these Annuals rises,as high as 250,800 or more during the seas:al.

2. Quality publishers. These are the publishers whose products form the

bulk of bookshop and library stock in the" U.K. The emphasis i *firmly

on good printing, quality of text, lay-out and high. standards of art-

work. This is the type of publishing with which T and.the publishers

Association are concerned so that the rest o1 this paper refers solely

to this area of productio.,n.
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PRICING AND DISTRIBUTION

The prices of children's books have risen sharply in the last few

years. A typidal 32 page picture book printed in four colours sells for

between £2.00 and £2.50, while a novel of 192 pages, with some black And

white line drawings, will sell for around E.2.50. Although these prices N

are beyond the pocket of the average child, there is now an enormous,.,

range of paperback books covering both fiction and non-fiction4or,All

ages. The prices of these range between 35p and 70p. An indication of

the popularity of the papsrbaez.is shcwn'in the sales last year of one

major company. They sold rilh Million copies.

1
- Uardbacl.: saner are largely cor4ip-ed to, Libraries and the gift.

market. We have in brithsa uxtcds'eve public and school library ser-

vice which makes it 1: .r7si!)lei for any child to have free and easy access

to a larqo rang.? of b00%st, O'IF course, not all libraries are of an equal

standard but over the! system is succ3ssful one.

There Are a. fevcspecialist children's bookshops in.the U.K. but

nearly- all bookshops v-t.:ck -a number of children's books 'and the _larger

ones have subFtiantial, separate departnents. These Carry both harlanO.

paperbacks,.

deveopmerst is the sch)ol bookshop, often run in, col-

laborati.,n with a local bookseller, These are small shops in schnotr

selling a1,314e range of paperbacks direct to the pupils.

RTWO1VC

The standard of Aruark in British children's bOoks is very

high. There is no traditional style and artists freely interpret the

stories they are illustrating, The Library Association awards the Kate_
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Greenaway Medal (named ktfter a distinguished illustrator) every year to

the best artist of that year. Recent winners have included lfhn Burning-

, ham, Raymond_ Briggs and C:larles Keeping. Colour is now used almost

'10exclusively for picture books, though it is becoming very expensive.

\Novels for older children, that is 11 years old and more, are
7

rarely illustreited and tnose for'younger children tend to contain black

and white drawings. In addition to native British artists, a number of

illustrators from overseas who are now resident in Britain are adding

richness and variety to the publishing scene.

WRITING

Althccogil tnere are some distinguished adult novelists who write

for children, the litcrntere for the young /is largely the province lf

specialists. The type of hooks will be dealt with at greater length

below.

It isuorlh meritionieg that the Library Association awards the

Carnegie Medal flr the best children's book of the year at the same

time as the Kate Greena*ay Medal mentioned above. The GUardian newspaper

also gives a similar &Ward.

PROFESSIAL ASSOCIATIONS.

Tbeotwo main prnfessional associations in Britain are The

publishez's AesOcia4.on and The5ocksellers Association. The latter has
r

recontAy formd a specialist group of children's booksellers but, that

apart, it is the work of the publishers Association that is most re-

levant here.

The Children's &,o Group of the Publishers Association consists

41of 97 member firms. It is concerned with making the Maximum number

li
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,bookalawsilabLa to the oftwieNsa aumboi. BT Owildreso Itm iesjair effort

in this area has been the'rganisation of an annual bookaluNsia Lono..n

or in a major provinial4centre. These shows consist of some 3000 h-olk-

and have been designed appeal to the child who would not normallT-sio

into a hookshop. Attendances over a period of a week' have been af, high.

as 23,000 and although this figure includes teachers and other'adults,

children mak'e up about two thirds of the total. The .Group has nr,w

abandoned the one major show and is trying to sestablrgh a number of

smaller, regional shows as well as starting a National Chtldren's Books

Week.
. .

lkt:

A unique British inetilution 4.s the Federition of Children's
1

.v -'Book Groups. Thl.'sis INWiron a partAtime, unpaid basis, by a. group of

-volunteers, mostly women ,with Children; Oho are concerned with bringing
-- ,

better books to children: :,Thep organise mentng-s on a'regional hasis,
, '.

run small bookshops under,,liclhse and have' now begun a mailorder.
t .

.

service for people w a'reunal;le to bur the be.eks they want from their,
.

. .,

lecai4bdki;hikpS er e teo'farfrom a'shop.
4..- m , -

*

'-'
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\'PRINTING- . ';

.

,

..46

1,

'" British purilishers }se a wide variety of printers Producing books
';.;=..

.

-,riot only in- _the 46K. ;but in such places as Hong Kong, Spain, Italy and

Hellapp. Bet 1etter4es's and litho methods are used, the fOrmer- for
I

. such bdojcs Its, novels and the latter for picture hooks.

%,b4HE BRITiSH.TRADITION

. The last ten years have been regarded by' many experts:as aylcien

Age in childr n's books.

4r°
-a,

In both writing an illustration a large number of exciting need.

6
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talents have arisen. The oral traditOon of telling folk'tales has not

existed in any widespread way for a number of years but, instead, the

British have developqd a talent for 'fantasy'. By that is meant a story

set either in a totally imaginary country or one in which the past

merges with the present. Authors such as Alan Garner, Philippa Pearce,

Penelope Lively, J.R.R.Tolkien, Joan Aiken, William Mayne, C.S.Lewis and

Lucy Boston are good examples.

There has also been a trend toward\s\socieally realistic novels

recently. Bet usually in industrial backgrounds they are tough stories

of everyday life with which a child, raised in that environment, can

readily identify. Although this idea has been mostly used in novels it

has been carried b111 *Tito s picture books - 'notably those by Charleg
,,

%

.
.Keeping: Writers'of social realism:include John Rowe Townsend, Roy .

. s

s., '
Brown and K.M.Peytion.

.

1
- 1,

m% -'.. . .
-. ,

,
The historical noVvf'is'als?.populr..--tnglish history:isrich in.

incident and-til). periods from the Romans to the beginnigg of this .centery'
.

,
.

. .

.

_.... ..,

f.' .. are used `as sources o4 inspdration..Rosemary Sutcliff.Leon Gar6e1,
.

.- ,
.

. -

Barbara Willard,oCynthia,Harnefl and Geoffrey l'rease are all important

writers rifhitor al ..- jsic WQVels
.

. .

. i

It its, true that the'standard, of non-fiction.is not as high as

that of diction in thb 111461(. ...Indeed, The\Times'Literary Supplement- ba5.
,

/:-
. . :.

lnstituted,an award to help encourage better quality books in this area.:.
.

_ %
.. ,

.,i
, .

They should,not be canfused with sckoolbooks, which are intedded_fox:.
::).0°, . 0 ,. ..

. . ,

: .,'...2 classause,z-but should tie. regarded as information books' forthe 14141.1.d to
.% :

- , --

.

:,,learn,.wk.th.the maximum-pleasure, about the world around him.
v.

,..4

,,
'Television has an influenced the' type of books that children

...

%
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read. The British Broadcastin% CorporatiOn, through its own company and

through others, is producing a number of books related to television

Programmes, both stories and non-fiction, and these have a wide srircula-

tion.

TRANSLATION

In comparison with the total number of books published in Great

Britain, translations occupy only a small part. This is`pa ly throu3h

reasons of cost and partly because 'each country tends to produce a.

literature of its own which, oes not, readily travel. Excluding folk

tales which come from all countries,., translations from /the Scandinavian

countries, Ge6any'and Switzerland are the most frequent. Pictures bOoks

are tht most often tkanslated, partly because the simple stories have
I

a more universal appeal and partly because the high cost of printing

colour makes co-editions necessary.

.STATISTICS

Ih 074 there were 2618 childri:s Books published in the U.K,i;r

-This excludes all class text hooks. In the first 4 months of this year

810 new books were.published.
'

There are 97 memberfirms of the publishers Association actively

.involved in publishing children's bti'eks and about'12 outside the

.publiishers Association. Ali. are comme'rcial ,firms and. receive no form of

Governdent'subold

There are' Over 6.000 Libraris. (exclttdi#16 sehoolAibrdries) in the

British

3,-
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