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This is a great occasion for all those who are associated with

- . :
tqe creation and publication of children's hookg, and we are grateful

to the ordénisqrs for providing us this unique opportunity At a time

when internatinnal understanding and co=bperation are hard to achieve

in nther fieldé, children's writers and publishers have established

. ‘ ’
onee again that they are free from all prejudices and are gager to

combine their efforts to achieve their common goal of ppov1d1ng the

best reading mater1a1 for children., ' - “’

\\

-~

It is heartening tn segxthe impoftance given to children's books

§11 over the worlgad today. Whatdver the political 1deology of a country,

N

its young people are its chief concern and thxs concern is growing into

anxinus in the present-day context. We want our children to grow up '

¢

into well-integrated Kuman beings, strong infbody\an&lnind peace—lov1ng,
honest and hard working. It is our anx1ety to protect them and look

after them as they are our greatest wealth., Thxs is one shere where

and where the. efforts are always a source of pleasure. 2 -

-

\/
We rcad and hear of cultural clashes' and 'cul tural shocks'

’
We do: not talk »f barr1ers created by science, sin ce it does not

create any. Scientific—knowledge has helped remove cuitural barriers




v
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and has hrought us clnser to the one world concept. Respect can come

0n1y through understanding, and the main task set before a11 those

\
-

gathered here is. to promote this understanding in children by making

their »utlook more scientific, at the same time taking care that,thefr

diterature dnes\not suffer from emotinnal insufficiency.

- i Whether.we write to inform or to entertain this'is one area :
. . /,
where our nims have to he lofty. We have to uphold the hlghest universal

-

human values. Along with parents and teachers, writers are - also res-
¢ .

) ponsible tn a great extent in maulding the minds of the‘future,gene-f

rations. It is dangeroud to let children enter adult 1ife with warpdd

D . ) . . ¢
ideas, selfish motives and ,a distorted value system.

SVRETE .

Children's Books in India | S Y .

-

In Ind1a children S bcoks came into their own only after Inde-

—pendence. We had, of course, a r1ch heritage of classics like the

. . 8

panchatantra, the Jatakas, Hitdpadesa, Kathasaritsagar, etc. Which have

inspired writers .all over the ‘world. They have been trana;?ted and adap-

ted hyer and over again nmt'onlyAinto all Indian languages but alas

in several languages all over the world. Children's 1iterature, as we

understand it today, develnped after Independence. Before that.we de~
pended a great deal on imported books and there was little encourage~

ment for the development »f indegenous'chiidren's literature. Jack and
. R ] ' [

- Jill and Little Tgmmy Tucker had found their place in all educated homes.

Indian publications did not pay much attention to thd'quality of pro-
/'\

duction, Writing or rllustrating children s- books was not considered a

V}specialiged field. . /

’ -

After Independence the Government began paying attention to this

¢
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very important hu't much neglected subject., It proviged i ceht1ves to \
- . . ! .
writers as well as ph%lishers by instituting yearly competitinns for *

’ . | . .
children's writers in all ‘languages. Authors of the| best/ books are

given cash prizes and the ‘Government makes bulk purchases of the prize-

winnihg bonks for, free distribution to libraries.
. : ) \ '
The Government also tcok up the publication of dhildren's books

s

' 1
through its various puhlishing agencies, primarily/wit the object of

providingqinexpensive bonks. The National Book Truét, National Council-
: v . “
f» "Educational Research End.Training and The publﬂca ion Division

main State Publishing agencies. One big éte towards the

promotion M_children'®& bonks was the setting up 6f/ the Children's

. Book Trust which laid emphasis qn illustratibns é} the quality of
production, . |

India.hes 16 major'languages, and eacﬂ‘la:guag rows independent
onf t oiher. Under the circumstances we had feg bosks whigh all children
cnulzrread. This was important to foster a sensé-nf'unity aﬁd oneeess
among chlldren} With this thect1ve the Natinnal Bnok Trust Launched
a pronject of children's books known as Nehru Library for Children.
These books are publ1she6 in Englxsh and 12 deor ‘Indian languages
simul taneously and -they are inexpensive. It %B a very big project‘énq
is the first of its kind in India,A |

Thus the ﬁrivate publishers and the Qovernment agencies

supplement each otehr's efforts. But this is just a beginning. In a

country where there e;ef516,000 primarj/schools and 97 million

children hbelnw the age of 12, we have to make an effort on a gigantie

3

-3

scale to meet the need. Ancd the need at the moment is not so. much for
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well produced good'bnoks available at the lowest possible cost.

Types of Books . : o ’

As Indians are essenfially traditional people they like their
. ‘ \ co :

A -
chilcren to ‘hgve a good backgrqumof their traditinns, stories from

the classics andmythology therefore are very popular even today. Since

| Y .

Inqia is also very rich in its folklore, much effort i3 made for
:l : . Y -

.

discovering and ﬁreaerving its folk literature.
- . o L

‘A srpvery of the existing books for children has revealeds that

“»
.

more than 55% are story books and only about 12% are ‘science books.
' ! @

3 . ' 3 o >
Bingmaphies of great men and women are also in demand. .There are some
. -

books now on science fiction' and adventure stories and these are bee -
- » (3

cmminﬁ more and more populars Children's poeket books have proved suce
'ces%fui and wuite a few publishers have .taken up their publicationm,

-
1

Comics are children's favourites everywhere. A leading }ndian
publisher, India Book House, has carried out with tremehdous sueegss
. ‘e M .

' W . ! o R B s 9,
the experiment of presenting mythological and historical stories through

R

> - ) . . .
the medium nof strip cartoons. They have explnited this medium for

”
. A ‘
presenting something wholesome and not hsrror stories which are ase

A
’

s~ciated with comics and may have a harmful effect-on the child.

2

~

Although translatinns of classics from all over the world-are

-

~available in Indian lnaguages there is a g}éater interest now in
trapslating’from one Indian Ianguage int» apother.‘ : L

‘Tﬁére are still some areas where a lot more is frequired to be"

done}‘\e.g.1 picfure oks for pre-schonol going chiidren, science
fiction, énd_bookq fér'the/ybung adult.

After a decade nf rapiﬂfdevélopment in the last. two years, the

~

e - .
. . .
- R -




pace has slightly slowed down owing to the rebent_paper crisis €gd the
K ‘
rising cost of production. Publishers in India have realised the im-

.prrtance of'co-publishing since this is ‘the oniy way of bringing down

- -~

the cost. Some enterprising Indian language publishers have joined

together and launpged a co-publication programme which would be of

g}eat value in ; country like India where. the marketris limited Becaqse
aoivhultipLicjty of languages. It has been réalised tﬁat'co—publigation

. - is the only answer to the problém, and this has led ébfa new trend of
. -. ”

A

. thought in the field of publishing.

. £

. . As nur chief concern is not only to bring out good books_but
. . ’keep the cpst_within the reach of the maximum number of ehildren, coe

S e .
. . publishing will go.a long way in achieving this, ‘
s . -’ ’ I\

. In the end T would like to thank the orgaﬁisefs again, and I

would like to repeat that thié‘ponference here has met not to think of
« .

. ﬂ;Indian children, Iranian children or even Asian cHil@ren, but all

.children. All thhse who are writing, illustrating and printing for

-
° v

. . children are engaged in a very serinus job, involving great respone

;i\ sibility with far reaching effects for, as a Japanese pféberb says,

' 7 -

.- " The soul of the three year old does not change for a hundred years! "




