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shops - new - book - shopes, sesondxhand -bonk shops bookshops of sgpeci

‘ subjects, children's bookshops, "etc. If you'll go into,alle&ways you'l

Children's Literature in the Service of o , ‘.

.
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On Japanese Children's Books ,
K » . ‘

o - Shigeo.Watanare _ ’ )

. . T . -
7 . . - \r \] PR A S

\\The people in Japan hEV;?treasured bodks as. sources of inspiration
§ o :

. .- ' | : .
‘gbd instruetion. Books have been for centuriés for us mgost vital meanc to

o D

o

preserVe‘our cul tural heritage-and to transmit wisdom of the past™to
the present. We have been taught to respect books and the pe%ple in

general are, great lovers of books. We oftq\—buy whenever we want to reas

(2
.

books; Many people feel that we should own the book first when we’
.

.ought to read it. We have mahy bookshops. Throughout the country, to

find a bookshnp: ts as casy as to find a‘;;GI box or a\ngacco stand,

We have very exhaustive system of publiq/transportation of trains and
. i . . : . v

"subways in city areas. Yo:\vill fird ‘a bookshop at each station

building where commutingAtrnins stop. It is d1ff1cu1t to find a depart-

ment store without a book deyartment and a Shopplng area without more

than a few bookshops. One section of down town in Tokyo there is a

. . -
© e .

bookshop~district where you'll fiud'hundreds of bookshobs, Block after : !

block if you'll stroll along m~in streets, you'll see nothlng but book-

r
L4 .

again find piles and piles of bours in small bookshops and on bookstallg

o

out in the streets. College studentL, school childred, scholars, business

v

peopt;/énd parents buy books 2%t these bookshops. There are a good. -

.3

’

;
i
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: ~
number of coffee_shops and small restaurants if you'll get tired of

shopping books. 3
Well, my assignment is not tofgive you a tour guide to Tokyo

down tbwn but to give you some data and'factsoabout_our-chf{ﬂ?en's

book producgion and it's implications to children's readi ge

I. D . B : ‘ .
ata and Facts A ‘ I e T
¢ .L’/{.\' '
(1) Yearly publications o St
- . o ) . "‘." ’
Books . : ' 7 o e o
‘¢, S " ’ ’ , S
The number o 1t1es publlshed in 1973 1n Japan was’ 27 354, T

whieh 20, 446 were new titles, totaling 6 billjon volumesf
The total number of existing publishérs i;/éstimated to be ap-
4 - .
A
&

mewbershlp of the Japan

4

proximafely 2,900. 345 publishers compris

Book publlshers Association, However, ﬁée é%an 90 per cent of the

total amount of book publications are ‘be ng publlshed by these memher.

publishers. Average cost of a bpok is

/

y #29.91 slightly over' than 34 no,

The number of chlldren s books published in the same year was
2,436 titles (inluding reprints) which is 8.9 ggr cerft of the total .
nuﬁbef af books published. This 7ptio has'bqgn éﬁproximately the samec
during the past ten.years. The average price of a cﬁildren's‘book is ; y
554 alightly less than 52.00.‘(Th£s ppiée, however, has gone up QO per

cent higher since the world-wide energy crlses )

/ . . v

Magaz1nes | ' IR

'There are about 250 magazine pugllshers, o$ which 71 are memberq
of the Jap Mabazine publishers Assoclatlon. These 71 pgblishers
produéé more an 90 per cent of the totgl amount. The total rumber of

copies of maga'zines issued Yearly reaches an astronomical figure,

Ty 4
. R Y e . .
. ' s Y \ R
+ .
AT
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fiscal year of 1974 appré&imately 1 billion copies for primary grades,

More than 18 “illion copiocs baing published mre aold. at approximately
9,000 ketail bookshops not mentinning book departments in department

stores|, cjioperative bookshops in varinus communities and college .

»

campuses, 5,000 bnokstands at train stations, 18,000 spot sale stnndsz

in the .streets, 14,000 prnfessional bookstands, 24,000 stands operated
oo B . e o oo o \

séparakely by bnok retailers. . Lo .

Textbooks - .

Q_Since April 1969 textbooks up to.the 9th gfade hg§e'bqen dis~
. : v ' : T - .;,'ﬂ -
tributed free of charge to school children by the government. Far the-
v K - ~

hal f-=billion copiz§ for junior high grades and QBTmillion cgpfes for . 7

senior high grédgs tntaling, slightly less than 2®billion copies were
. . [ & )

distributed to school children. The number of text-book puﬁlisﬁprs

is 09.

%

But one fact IAlike to stasgﬁ is tﬁat the increase in-quantitf.
does not always mean a developﬁent of quality'pubiication. Millinn |
cnpiéé of fheap cdmicvstrips of vulgar'nature and mil%ioh cnpiéé of
chedp magazine withvfull of scéndalohs gossips can be a méjor\portion
of the quantitatiQé publication. To a certain extent, .it is true
in Japan. | ‘ | o | \ "
(2) Distr%bufioq structure of.publications:

In between publishér

and book retailers, there exist about 60 °
book whnlesalers, all belanging tn the o

qapan Book Wﬁnlesalers Association. Among these wholesalers, the twt/

largest, Tokyonu Wholesale Company and Nippon Whole?ale Company, dis
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‘medium and small sizo whalesealers., L

Textbooks are distributed thraugh 57 textbook wholesalers in

' respective prefectures to the designated’retail bookshops, who supply

R,

"them to children through schools. . ' » N

v

IT. On. Childrens Books: - o . D

(1) Translhtioné

*’ ‘ :
The pJStéwar~period aftef 1945 has produced many writers and

E ol

books, for it is one of the surprlses of pub11sh1ng éhlldren s books ii

Japan that, a hlgh prnport1on of the best ch11dren s books of the i,

century has in fact been‘f1rst published in’ Japan inciuding a large

C

number of translat1ons 23 foreign ch11dren [ books.

The bonkshelf of the Japanese child has been greatly enrlched by

-

translat1ons of literature from: Europe and Amerlca.‘ v

The main influx has been from countrles where they have had a

.
E)

long histery of children!s literature such as;Englahd, the Unitéd

States, Germany, France, Denmark, Russja, Italy, “Spain, Scandinavian

* countries and such East European countries as Poland and Czechoslovakirn,

v %

y

Charlea Perrault, the Grimm BrothersL~Hans Christfen Andepseh,
Carlo Gollodi, Jules Verne, Selma Lagerolf, Lewis Carroli}‘Oscar Wildeé,
A.A. Milne, Louisa.May Alcntt, Mark Twain and a host of nther authors
of the classics have been known for a long time among the Japanese
reading ouhiic and after world War II the worké of these authors have

been rebqatedly included in encyclopedia compliations of children's

books. ’ . . : ‘ ‘ .

; v

As time goes by,utheﬁgapanese children's appetite‘for new
. ﬁ& . a : )
foreign dishes has never flagged. Just to name a fewj Arthur Ransome,

B 1 CQ




v

Eve'Garnett, Eleanor Fhrjeon, Walter de la’Mare, Richard Arms{rong, o

i
.

Mary Norton, Pamela Travers, C.S$, Lewis, Phlllppa A, Pearce, RosFmary

Sutcliff, Lucy M, Boston; (England) Hugh Lofting, Robert Lawson,

t : Robert Mctloskey, James Thurber, Will James, Ruth Sawyer, Armstrong

Sperry, Lois Lenski, yilliam Pene Du Bois, Eleanor Estes,” Ann Nolan

Clark, Meindert De Jong, Scott O'DelL, MadelinevL'Engle (America);

Paul Berna, Rene Guillot (France); Erich Kastner, Hans Baumann, James

Kruss (Germany); Astrid Lindgren, Tove Jansson, Marea Gripe (Scand‘na~
. g

Vian countries), and many others.

I'd» not know wheﬂﬂgi ve should be proud of translating sn

-

many foreign works, but it is true,that our children have never hag so

‘'rich an obpnrtunity for international ﬁrientation and understanding «

Al

‘through their reading as they hare now,
\ .

The method of compcn“ting truuélntnrslin Japanese publishing

[ .

practice may Le one o° the con-* ihvuting Factors for promotlng tranQIaé
tionss The tr hslators recaiva g "ny011t) instead of a lump sum for
. . b '

the work. In

o
I kroew a fow scses that a number of copies sold by

' ) 7 N . . . -
Japanese translati-n o5 fav €..cec.tgd 2 number being sold in original
v . ~ ) -
publications - . ‘ .

« - : '-Translatiorj nnt 7n1y of children's books but also good picture-

: books from abinad M““O unﬁerta((n nn quite a lange scale. . s

The Iganamif hoten ahd the Fukuinkan Shoten have Both'been

'handling'the‘puhlifation of traiclated picture~books for some time;

ﬁ ‘With tqolr ”"ﬁ%dhl Children's Books" series, and
i

1961 with their "Jorld Famous Plcture-Books" serlegﬂ ﬂf“\\
. - - L%

the latter si#
T 3
/These 1nc1udef"'1cturc-b)om from hnqland U.S.4A., France, Germany,

£

A -

lm;[lil(lw%h
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Czechoslovakia and ‘Poland. . : -

% ]
"In publishing translated picture-hpoks, because of the short-
5 & : .

ness »f the written text, translation is easier than literary works:

but since the printing of the illustrafinns must be mulii-colorod, there

are many difficulties to be overcome. In many cases, printihg film

broken intn colors is being sent directly from the p%bliéher of the
. - . )

original, ‘and the Japanese prinéing companies print from these films;

but sometimes, sheets with only-the pictures, printed overseas, are

im""t-ed,a‘nd the Japanese p“r‘finting companies, priht only the worded

pootibn after it has been translated.

accompanying words are first printed in

ere are even cases where the

apan and sent nverseas tp

- - .

~ .
. o . . .
the publishers »~f the original, where the pictures are printed, and thc

©

P B hvoks bhound and réimpog%ed intn Japan in. completed farm."

£2) Picture Bnnks: - .

In éresent—day Japan, picgure books have gained tremendous

-

popularity ir the world of cﬂ?!drenﬂs literature., _ ) : .

libraries apd:Chiidrgn's rooms in public libraries. The- windening

)

'Thgyeare'attractively‘placed nn shelves\nf bookshops, schoal
M : . .

' . . T ; o - Te \ :
market has led mcre publishers to innovate techniques and subjects
in making picture books. Though many foreign rea%ers, editors and
: . . N 4 v : . C
. critics may look upnn Japan as making only a start in this_ field the

.

-natinn.has a long tradition df picture hooks.- T

B . o +

¥ : : -

L - . Jdpanese picture-books fofvchildren hdve an ancestry that goes

~

back at;least as far as the picture scrolls (emaki) of the’ twelfth
» B - x . . - . i - ) ) ce "
*and tﬁirteenth centuries. Then, an important evolutionary step te-

£ “ o .

. ward the picture books 4f tnday came in the fifteemth century with
X " Nard ehon v - C B R
Y ' - ’ . ) . S
ERIC - < 7w .. 8 ' _
\ T ‘ - . - ' . /”

. : P L, . . - , . . . ' 7




(Nara picture books, so named bocalse they oariginated in Nara). They
¢ . -

v

were, in »ne sense, picture scrollé_thaf were folded and bound inte
hookss Nara Ehon Qﬁre Isllowed by Otogi'Zoshi, literary "tim¢epassing
v . N N . . v,
storybnoks". The ntogi Zoshi were foilowed by even more popular woed--

block-printed honks, cheaner and -of lower quality, called akahon

. (red books; so named because of. their red covers). ihen, the akahnon,

ERIC
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-

ahalogues to the chaphonks of England, gave way to such‘variants in the

second half of fhe.eighteenth centufy and the first haif of the nine-

teenth as Kurnhan (black books, sc named because of their black cnvers)

K}
Kibydéhi (YEllow-poveféd bnoks), aobyoshi (blue-covergd books) and
nezumibyoshi (grey—covered hooks) . Some of.them were illustrated by sﬁch

crutstanding ukiyoe artists as Hokusai Kat5ushika, Kiyonobu Torii,
Utamar» Kitagawa and some 5thérs of the same ‘artistiec- standard.
: " . N
On this traditi n Japanesé artists are drawing, in combinaticn

with modern artistic styles, to pgoduce results’that ares free of

provincial narrowness. Young and promising illustrators, a¥% well as ones
’ ;

of established requtation, are devoting their skill and evergy with zest ¥

Kl

to new works.)ConseQUently, the standard of picjﬁre books, in general, |

has béen'raised to such a degree that even outside Japan some works by
, ’ ' . : . ’ '
contemporary Japanese_illustrators~have drawn considerable attentisn

-

from international critics. Chiyoka Nakafani,‘Suekfchi Adaba, Yasuc

Segawa, Seiichi Horiuchi, Seizo Tajima and Daihachi Thta are some af -°

. ) . . L. -
those whose works have won internaticonal prizes and are beginning t.

2 ’ Al

appear in several foreign language editions.

Among these ‘artists, Chiyoka Nakatani may be best kﬂdwn anong

@

-readers and critics in foreign counitries since her books have appeared

.9 . .

L]
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«.

in'ten countries outside Japan to Aata. Battxna Hurltmunn in Sult'erLand

.

and the late Pere Castor in France arc some of the fore1gn publishers

'f who have hlghly praised her artistic talent. Her'highly‘personal style

and consistent qua11ty arc oar¢1cu1ar1y ev1dent in 1IIUStrat1nq qn*mals.
She does n)t make figures move too twiftly in her pictures..Instead, she

draws them rather in quiet’and wstill pause with‘bold lines and saft

'colors'so that her illustrations create a peaceful and warm stmosphete‘

\

that glves young rehders a comfortable fee11ng. Born 1n Tokyo in 1930,

- she stud1ed oil oa1nt1nq at the Tokyo Un1vers1ty oI Fihe. Arss. Her finst,

- - '1

AWOrk in the field »f p;cture books for'children was "Crown for Gio Gips-t ..
: o S ) . _ . -
the Lion" published gﬁ\&&ﬁQ/éy Fukuinké; Shoten in Tokyo. She went t-

Switzerland ‘and France to study about pieture books. She@confesses that

she has been very' fortunate to have beccme acqua1nted w1th such outstan—
ding eﬂlto"s as Hur11mann,,Castor and Tadashi Matsui of Fuku1nkan

Shoten in Tokyo. Her 11]ust1at1on for "Thh Brave Little Goat of -

a

Monsieur Segun'", "translation of Alphoﬁse Daudet's work‘ was. selected

v .
as one of ﬁhe best books of the vear in 1968 by the Ch1cago Trlhune

. ¥ ' 4

Spr1ng/Bvok Festival,

‘i‘An artist who may be less known tha% Nakatan1 outslde the nat1on,

i3 . - AN

‘but erijoys even higher reputatlon at home for his art1st1é 1ntegr1ty, ig

Suekichi Akaba. Born in Tokyo in 1920,* he spent years in his\;h}rties in
Outer Mongolia to study ancient tomb paintings and archaeology. Bold

. . . N P
. M *

simplicity and,vastness in many nf his‘draw1ngs reflect what his eye°

B . [N
. -

caught durlng these years in the Mongollan desert., Yet atmosphere and

mood of the world he creates in his Ellustrating works are not of the -

drﬂed desert of d1rt and dust but of the somewhat myst1c “and m01stured

-

10 ; .. .




\ '.-‘ “ * . : : - " ) '
f>, Nslana of Japan;~4e naihts in a vigorous, mascul ine 5ty1e¢wfirm1r rooted
] ’ L4 . . k . "
Jim eaune technlques nf J :ancsc water-cnleor puinting. Akaha tells that
5& ‘

om the baat hy wh;ch he<was renat-

r1ated frnm Chlna after the World War II, looked to h1m 11ke the

h1s home C)untry Janan{ he saw

.

v

scrolls of centuries nfﬁ.
. :

lktales of not only Japan but’ ones of ather’

: beauvlful Iandscape he had seen.-in the p1ctu“e

~

 He mainly illustrates 1o

' Iy
.

[l
1

Aslan countrles. He S® much dedlcateé himself to recreate the worlg »f

:‘ ' 'g folktales that we can alnostafeel his emotloy}

waving through'pietures.

His careful draughtmanship," however, never neglects the 1npertance of

) N ., . 3 '-,a T v
rhythm, pause and flsw of scenes 1n the total structure of a book, g

4
’ '

Yasun Segawa may be .the most skillful artist amomg gont

Japanese iilustrators. His drawings are charéc

N .

ﬂerlzed by a hig

‘ sophlsﬁncated uechnlque wh:ch combines dynamie, speedy, eurvin

and cglorful Jetalhs such as seen in his ad

-

rawLngs of textlle desi

cibthes,.tools and utensils sma]l hirds and 1nse¢ts, et “These charac- - |

- .
»

. ter1st1cs are further enrlch\ﬂ’bf a senge of humor whi‘ch '

among contenoorary Japanese artlsts. It is a kind of: hu orous %jn! ion

- ”. we often find in picture scrolls of Japan in %he middle ages:

*

lustrates, v1v1d1y, emotiaﬁy’and-feelfngs within characters so-that his'

- -

: &
illustrations have: real storytelllng quallty. This shy artist was born

in Okazakl near Nagoya in 1933. He started to study Japanese traditional i

palntlngs when he was 12 years old and western techniques of painti

at hlgh schoonl age.

He worked at flrst in poster deslgn, concentratlnq on

111ustrat10ns of children's books after the early suceess of "The Fok

Wedding", His shphlstfcated approach 1s admired by adu

.

and he is equally at home in all graphic'me ia,.

ERIC" | T
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s  children,




‘chosen to.rcceivz/gne;érand Prix at the {irst Bignnale of illustrations
v ’ - * . .. . . -

at Bnatislava, ‘Czechoslovakia, for "Tarn and the Bamboo Shoot'

I hope that ‘these brief, sketches of profiles of three of‘;hé

- . . - “« -~ -

most representative illustrators-will indUCe émnng foreign stﬁdents

. “7 ,9"
of childre s‘llterature, an Lmoress1on that conteﬁporary Japanese

-p1cture books for ch11dren§%ave strong po!ent1a11ty te. co%d'w1th anes

%
by outstand1ng forelgn 1}1ustrators of iﬁternational reputation,
" N - 1] ‘:. V . o f ‘ )
"(3) Recent- trend of .2hildren's literatureé P !
o : .
v - ’ N ) .
Like many other countries, Japan is no excepﬁion; in a sense

. ' {7 N .. . R .

that histor§ of children's literaiure has been infldenced‘by pedagogical -
’ S . - s Py
- P :
pressures, by contemporeary problems of the world and of the séciety y

d .
- . . ¢ . "

Awith what many authors of chiigren's %ooks are pre—gccupied, and by

commercialism’ ¢

N

- Many stories of realism &trongly made incentive:by political"

’ / Q. N
ideg}ngies, avandance °of second—raxég?anciful stories, and tHe flood Of/

. ' .
/ v

picture books are soime_ of *the symptoms. <«
. .

However, Japan is also producing a -number of promissin%*authors .
h - -

’

who are able Co givi/ﬁﬁr childrén the pleasure of reading.

KURAYAMI NO TANI NO KOBITOTACHI (The story of Little Men n
the Dark Valkey) by Tomiko Inui, GIN NO HONOO NO KUNI (The Adventure in-

the Country of Silver Flame) by Toshiko Kanzawa, and HIKARI GURUMA YO
MAWARE (Spin Around, Oh;Wheélsfof zightl) by Taijiro‘AmazaQa deserve
appraisal for the1r 1&ag1nat1ve qua11ty. KACHI KACHI YAMA NO SUGU SODA
DE (What happened there ard therea:er ;y the KACHI-KACHI YAMA (Qy11%,b9
Keisuke Tsutsui anq HAQAEEKO TAMAGO Gﬁ SAh;;ARE TE.(Detect vthe‘Stnlen"mi
Egg!)uby Toshiko KanzaWa'are nighly reeonqenA{ le funny stories %¢r'}

4

-

A 12




'ﬁ
younger readers;,The former written by the versatlle author—dramat:s*~
')

was recommanded as ' a 1974 honor 11st book for H.C. Andersen medal The -
B .

e
-

'h1raflous adventure of a ‘mischievous wolf drawn out of the authnr s
-
imagination makes ltSQkf a humorous"afterwards story" of a best-belovedr

folktale. '
, Y
i ‘While many realistic stories are pjoducts of sacial and po11t1ca1
> 4 - ' )
concerns of authors a few works succeeded to tell lives of chlldren and r“‘

. E adults more 11ve1y 1n everyday sett1ng that are dharacterlstlcally

Japanese. Representatlves of thls catgﬁory are TERAMACHI 3- CHOME 11-

-

© BANCHI (A Blg Famlly in Temple Street) by Shlgeo Watanabe, CHIISAI

KOKORO NO TABI (Quest of a Young Heart) by H1deo Seki and DEMDENMUSH I

2

. NO KEIBA’ (Shail Race) by MlklO Ando. Coincidentally these threeifet time

5f their stories in by-gone ‘days. : €« -
Desplte the hlstory of the country 1tse1f a genre of h1st~r1ca1

f1ct1on in the. ch11dren s field is yet to be ripen. HIGO NO ISHIKU

(A Stone Mason of ngo) and URAGAMI NO TABIBITOTACHI (Travelers nf

Uxagaml) both by ‘Sukeyuki Iman1sh1 and MAJIN NO UMI (The Haunted Sea)

‘c by Yasuo ﬁaekawa‘pnedlct that our authors have potentialitiesfto produce'
. mdre”in this field.
- . ,

- ;, Some of ogr prominent authors whose works have become the present

‘ “day classics are: ! . . |

M Momok; Ishlqjy1907-

» Author and translator. Through her facile and delicate style sich
- : :

famous English classics as Winnie the Pooh,~The Wind in the Willows,

. ) N - 7 . )
: The Little Book Room, Peter Rabbit have become very_popular among ,

o

Japanese readers., At the same t1me her reputatlon as, the(author of such




. .
. - .
~

outstanding original Stories as NON~CHAN KUMO NTY NORU (Nobi er Non-
- Chan Rides a cloud), YALA NO TUMU-SAN (Tom of the Mountain Village),
MALGO NO TENSHI (Stray Angeles) nlace her among the best authorg of

books for chlldren. In her fine and s1mp1e style she .blends rea"tl a7

.

life and fanciful imagination. of children in traditional atmospherae.,-

Her‘contribution towards de?elopment_of-children's libraries in the

nation through hen\zriting‘also should be mentioned here.
¢ \ \ :

Nohno Ishimori, 1897 - \

- .
~

Educator énd writer for chiLdren_srnte before_the Woxld WarII.

Rich and varied experiences as a teacher for Ainu children-a

-

minority among Japanese people—,.an editor of schogl text-=-bcoks for
Manchurian government dur1ng the World War II and for the M1n1stry of

Educatlon after the war, and now.a _professer at Shawa Women's Colleae

»

in Tokyo have given him nppvor‘tuniti,e<~

writing and editing a gond number o
i \ Py

children.,

-

Among his works Sdgz\hé‘fA ORA‘TO/&&MJNA (Parta and Rumina),

PAN Lo MIYAGEBANASHI (Souvenir Stories of Pan), SENGENDAKE (Mt.

Sengen: A Story of a Crucified Christian), etc. KOTAN NO KUCHIBUE

- -~

(Whistle of Ketan) is best known. All through his works one feels warm -

'humanity expressed by qitiet and penetfating style and particularly in

the last work his cornsciousnesa and éympathy toward the Ainu people,
;Tomiko Inui, 1924-

Al

Started her career as a day-care center tgachg} and then as an

editor of children's bopks fo Iwanami shoten. As an author slthough

through her earlier vorks sh ‘hained a reputation as one for youngeyr
[ . . . .

14 " -
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“ children she writes~recant1y more  far oléor children. She never leis hér
eyes off from problems of the present day world and interprets thew

and appeals for justice through her story-telling. Among her works
. \d »

. 4
NAGAI NAGAI PENGIN NO HANASHI (A Long ' kong Story, of Penguins),

HOKKYOKU NO MUSHIKA MISHIKA (Mush1ka ahd Mishika.at the North 6g;c)
are for younger . children and KOKAGE NO IE NO KOBITOTACHI (Dwarfs in Lh\

House Under A Tree), UMINEKO NO SORA QThé Sky of Seagulls) BOKURA WA\

-

KANGARU (We Are The Kangaroos) are fpr older children.,

».Imae;Yoshitomo, 1932~

Versatite author nf marchen bllended with iroﬁy} and stories based
‘( - upon memor;es 2f his childhood days and obserVation of low-te;ne as a
secondary'school teacher. KAZE NI FUKARETE (As Blown By Wind),

WARAINEKO (A Sm111ng Cat), CHO-CHO MUSUBI (Butterfly Knots) are wnrky

of the former categnry and YAMA NO MUKO WA AOI UMIDATTA (The Blue Sca
Beyond Thé'Mountain)L UMI NO NICHIYOBI (Sunday Be The Sea), BONBON (4 .

’

Boy) are those of the latter.

ITII. Schaols and Children's Libraries:

- .

(1) .Schools and school- Libraries:

Alless than a hundred yearg ago, a staff member of the Department

of Educat1on of Japanese Government warned the\natlon for its high rate

of illiteracy after ke had visited the.United States. And now Japan e
.placed at the top for he*\highest litefucy. In‘a small nation nnt much
bigger than thée ate of California approxihately 25, OOO.eleaentary
' schooie,‘16,000 h gh schools, 900 colleges and un1ver51t1es are in®

existence. All the educat1on is conducted by sxngle Japanese language

from kinderge//pﬁ/through university &lthough students.can study Englig
Q '7 ‘/// . . ‘. :' : - \"'
ERIC - | ’ 15 - .




in bBigh sohools, - and German, Fraenoch and seme other foriegn languages in
s’

colleges and universities.

In Fehruary in 1950 the Japan School Librar{JAssociétion’was
1

created, the first of its kind in Japan's history. The School Library AN

Law was passed by {ﬁpanese Diet in 1953. Under the School Library Law '

»

. each school had the legal obligation to establish a school library. In
fact, starting in 1954 the Mipnistry of Education subsidized more than

40,000 publ1c schoals to help them build their 11braw'fac111t1es and
» S ’ ' . .
book eollections. This was o tinued until 1957, when the Ministyy nf

deucat1on changed its pollcy w1€h redgrd to the government subs1dy to

Y

school 11brar1es. It was helleved that the first ba51c need of;the . . /

school library had heen satisfied and that therg(was no urgent need fer /

! i

‘ additicnal sunporf.

a

The develnpment of schonl libraries increased the need of great

* numbers of children's bhonks and encouraged the publishing houses ton

. . \

innovate to put out new books in different subjects while possihly rais
~ ~ the standards of children's literature,

I can be, however, critical at this point about some aspects off

nur school library development. One of them is that gualification

. -

required by the sthnol I}brqry iaw for a teacher-lihrar@an is tob“%ow fo .
. let a teacher-librarian claim himseif to be a professional staff. A

certificate of teacher—librarian, which is far below of school I;brarf

service standards of schnol librarians in mény nther countries, éan ho

. . | .

obtainable either attending one of short tnéining institutes for practicing

teachers or taking a few courses while in dﬂ?ﬁaqher's college. This has

1

hinderpd more competendl library school graduates who haVé.obtained

ERIC .. 16
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Bachelor's or Master'e dogfee i lihrary-science or librarigmehin from

‘been wonderful additions to our schools, real integration of sch»nnl"

' L -15- : ) . .

L

14 .
schnol library as a whole from raising the standard of school library
# . : T
program., Another problem,. which is almost fatal, is lack of development'.

going ‘into sc ol libwrary quld. In .crnsequence, it has hindered “our

in teaching method. Traditionally teaching in Japanese scﬂ&ols has beon

heavily text-book centered and even very comprehensive printed guiges for

- .
¢

text-book teathihg have been'pruvided for teachers, As léng.as this
, - : .

traditional method predominate class room .instructions it is>very dif-

. . i -

ficult to make teachers realize the importance of school library materials.

It is frue that the Schonl Library Law and. the government subsi?y.for '
- ¥
) ' L] B
beginning few years did help public schools tn build their Schoel o

w»

.

library facilities and hook collections:

Although school livrary facilities-and bock collection have

.

£

library program int~ ascheol curriculum is yet to come. .
“~ 3 N . ~

(2) Public lihraries in Tokyo;

I have already illustrated the existence of a lérge number of

bnokshops, By this I do not mean\to say we need no library service in
. . N - 1 IS

Tokyo nor in any cther part of Japan because we have mdny bookshops and

v . N
we huy bopks from there.

On the contrary, we, Japanese, are facing most crucial perind of
time as farlas communication and transportatinn are concerned in order -
t» get right inforumation in right time. Thi's phenomenon may have hecn

resulted from ton much industrialization nf the country or too rapid

[ " '

urbanization of several areas iq the/;yﬁntry. In Tghyo, for examyplé, .

-

live 12 million people, more than one tenth of the total population oFf -

! “
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-the'country, in Just NNne metrﬂpﬂlxe. Let alone pollutxon, hou51ng ist

b
4

the prﬂblen. Price of the lang "is unbelleveable. One acre of the lang
R
N .

in any business section in down town would very easily cost three to

ive millinn dolllars, and even the same space nf the lot in suburpan
area would cost nnt less than fifty thousand donllars in American monev.
% .

This makes just fmpossible for citizens of_average income, which is

mpderate, - to nwn 1n61v1dua1 houseq almost in any place in Tokyo, and

-this mgkes very d1ff1cu1t fop the local authorlty to start_ new housing

. -+

‘pFOJectS.ln convenient area for the cltlzens to commute, and this alsg

§ Y

" makes very d1ff1cu1t for the loeal authorlty to build pub11c service

« Y

'
building such as sghools, and libraries.

'

Everyiday, several million people —bbUSinessmen, teachers and
students —,commute~back_and“forth hetween their homes. and working
& o7 ’

placesby trains, buses, cars, moter-cycles, hycycles and on foot,

o . e
They are 1lucky if thex:don't have -tz snend two to three hours just for

. .

commuting. Theynread paaers, maga21ne - bnoks, documents, reports,

. - “ .

. .
notebooks and manuscrlots on their commuting trains and buses., They feaﬁ_
¢ o .
. - ' LY

fhem infofffces] iahﬁ;atories, schools and at hﬂmcs. Where do they get

these reading. materlals? From/newsctands, from bookshOps, from their

. . °
- [ . . . L]

offlces, and from schools. But /these day% paperss magazines, hooks,

reports, being nut. out 5y.the press, publishe;s and other sources of

. ~

informatéon are far' greater in quantity than “shelves and other spaces GF

o~

** bonkshops, - newsstands,-and onlces could pOSSl5Iy Qﬁii,?f In Japan,

- S

books alone, approzlmateiy 27,000 new Q;tles are being publlshed cach

Year lately by publlshers. HOW“many bookshops in Tokyo, do*you thtnk can

) ‘ .

X .

-

. display this number of new titles and have_ copies in stock for thely‘fs o
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N .

customers? Even reviewed titlus are seldom obtainable atfhost of Hopk-

5 . L -

shops in local areas hecause spaces in these hoskshops are so limited

that they have to rotate néw‘coming books from a wholesaler in shert
period of time. In Japany 3 few wholesalers have almost totally a ron-

troiling poweér over puhlishadrs and retail bookshops, which {some imes’

3

makes' difficult for readefs to obtain'many titles. In'genera}, publisners

do not accept direct orders from readers because of pressure from the

. wholesalers. And books are getting more and more expensive every year. °
4 - .

\

So, more people are beginnin%/to turn t- look for books they

wanttto read in libraries. Governnr of Tokyo, has announced ten-year plan

of- new library development. Ac}ording tn the plan there will be a library
) . ¢ SN . ’ " : . f,'. ° b

in every 1,2 milesz'(square miles); a library- staff for every 3,000

L N ' Lo, .
citizens, 7 to 10 volumes per citizen in ten years.
N ) 7 .

., The commuting problemﬁhas hroughf about a new phase of change in-

Pl

public library deﬁélogment. It also has very close r.lationship with )
¥ . AR . L}

. - - .
relevancy .of Iibrary services vs community needs. Mast of commuters,

BN | v . .
as ynu can easily imagina, are business men, laborarers, students. Thev

leave home early in the morning and come home evening, They have no —— .

time to use local community libraries or brahch libraries in their resi-
dential, areas. Morgnver their information needs are more readily met at

research libraries, and college and uniyersitf‘libraries_at places whore

-

they work. In consequeence, branch libraries or community libraries in -

"suburban areas‘have~oh1y‘bhi1dren‘and their mothers as users. In turn,
branch libraries in down t4wn or business sections have only those who
“would come for quick reference questions or research for their cadjunct

> ffields. They use their special liﬁraries or university libraries .fov

mc - . 19 Y2
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'survey for the plan they had prepared a rep

more specialized’researches. ? )

Ll .
W, These phenomena push forward -the pub11c libraries toward a '

[
o

providing superficial oveér~all services.

A group of library speciqlists a}ter con

t. At thF very beginning of

the report they said, "need§ and demands” for better I%brary services by

. | -
the pub11c have ‘never been more stronglyu@xpressed than they .are now,"

i

Théy stated three reasons for/xhe outspoken public. démands: (1) 'the

~
pub11c in general ‘has recogn1zed the 1mportance of 1ddependent 11fe long

education (cont1nu1ng educat1on) to keep up with the pace of the fast

developing 50c1ety; ’(2) tremendous increase of amount of information

) . 'Y
. 5.

(books) has made it 1mposs1b1e for individuals to select and obtarn
needed 1nformat1on, (3)° books have become ton expensive for individuals - -
LY N

.

to’buy. ‘ ! ) __—

-

IV. Library activities for cbmldren—past present & future

¢ a

P
.

A1l of these three reasong, can-be rephrased for needs -and demands
' PR w

for better 11brary services for cW11dren' (1) the public in general ha

recognized the 1mportance of 1ndependent study &he‘children to‘keep_up
SN - -
w1th .the pace of the fast developlng 50c1ety, (2) tremendous increase of

amount of 1nformat1qn (bonks) has made ﬁ#t 1mp0551b1e for 1nd1v1duals
t ‘i;‘ . .
to select and obtain-needed ingormation for the1r ch11dren, (3) chl’dfén's
» : ) : N R
books have become too expensxve for .individuals to buy. B ' *

‘A few years ago, in my article I worte about our library servicel
Y . , ;
for children in Japan, I analyzed sereral reasons whfoour pubiic -

. - -
v




"As the-lateqt stat1qt1cs 1nd1cate, still only two=fifths of the

s

tntal number nf public 11bran1es prQV1de bonks' and reading space for

chlldren. Why, it . is asked, do nbt most of them open‘their doors to ’

* ) s !

children?

. - - ____' . . M
"The first and main reason for their “failure to do so is lack 2§

8
|

underétaﬁding of chi{@ren'é librqffisérv:cqs'hmong pubiié libfary ac
] . \ . . o . N
ministrators, All but a few libratyjdirectors an?hcﬂief Lib%arféns are
appointed from aﬁong ldcal'gqvérnmenp ;xficials ﬁpd se;ve‘for only a few ’
yeafs following wﬁich.théy aré shifted éo other’governmentél pzsts. it )

: : - : . foo T )
is almbst impnssibfe to expect fhem to Aéwe or to chuire any sen;e of
h;; important—lbbrafy services for childrpen ;;e nrfof'fhe.need for such

-~ ! %

services' in libraries nther than schooi ibraries. Even thnse who are ‘
«) ﬂr _. N “ s ’
willing to learn remain tbo »riefly to gain much understanding or to

Lo

. @ ) ‘.

take any action. ?j,l&

"The second reasdb\is‘éhé tTaditiona1 inclination damong puhlic

~

libraries to disregard or dispafage services for children. Japanese *
. ~ 7 . » A . .

public libraries, they contend, have too many /fundamental needs and

problems at this imperfect @tégevof their development 8 bother with

children. ‘Until the needs ofiaqdlts have been fully met, the children can

.

Wait. ' i K ‘ o

-~ ' *

: . ' ° v . ) .
- "The third and perhaps;fatal reason is .a related misconception

. : oY - v

that seems to prevail not 6ﬁ1y‘among a large proportion-of'librarians 

- L J
but also among‘the general{public,iIt is that. service®® for children in

3 . v -

the gugﬁlc llbrarles are,superfiuous because they already are being

ae

providgd amply by school- 11hrar1es. Those who hold this not1on pown* o

JVV’EMC‘ o . n T2
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that much errort has §°na int=- the degglopment »{ sochool 1leQr19<

-and that almost every school now has a llbrary.
. «
- "The wrxter of’&?;shreport has nn intention »of commenting'on the

- qualitative aspects of our schéol libraries hut believes there is a

l-=1gn1f1cant contrast between what has bheen done in the schools and what

s s“n:t been done in the oub11c iibraries. . » .. ‘ .
\/“f ' : ’
"The publlc in general .has not yet understdod what is meant By the
. ) A . i ,, L. e \

'free' in 'free public library services'. To understand that it means

‘tinformal' and 'indepsndent' as well as 'frée of charge' will take time. .
I N . T
here also is a fourth reasen for the slighting of children's

[ »

? needs by public libraries.;It ts the tendencyifor smaller libraries to
. * . f .

ny

follow thé patterns of larger libraries without considering whether they -

' have any relevance whatever to their own local community needs. The big M

libraries must knonzwhat is best. If they refuse to concern. themselves

;
o “u

. with children, why should a small library? Some large prefectural

libraries - similar to hut not quitfe the same as county libraries in the

United States - during the past decadel closed their childrgn's rooms

because“they had changed from the policy of serving only those who came
. ! £

N : 5 b

,to them to that of extending their services by sending out book colle’!tionse

\\ ) LN . ) ! .
Whether right or wrnng,,this was their reason. As a consequence, some

o -
lncal communxty 11brar1eo, with no attempt to analyze this reason, closed

thelr children's rooms 31mp1y b&cause their prefectural 11brar1eq had ~
! . T

' done so." _ - % v N\
- v o ‘ - . - vy . N . ) - . J
I also analyzed'a fact thab whiPe children constitutedvone fourth

of the reglstered library users and. borrowed sne fourthtof the - books;

©» , girculated, less than a tenth »f the books in library collect&ons was fbr '
. , - o . e . .
. . » ) i
. Q . > N ! ' oA _— .
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childven. It is obwious that if more librarias provided children's rooms

and if more children's bnoks were acquired, ch11uren very easily would .
haVe'bnrrowed'rore than half »f the total circulatibn, ’

¥ . o .
) A few, excentional lecal authorities, public library  acdminig-

v

traters children's librarians, communit leaders .and a number of mothep
’ ’ y S

‘.
.

were then Just‘"tarlnq to pr“n*te a great tldal wave of deWe1001nrl

library services for ch’ldren. B . o B

v If ﬁroof of this he needed, I have only to pick up a few : ~ \\\<

' - ;
‘exemples.' ‘ ‘A

. ¢

.

. " Hino City Library;‘The‘Brightest Future
The theories and principles of modern public library service hawve

been studied and discussed extensively among educators and librarians,

and yet seldom ane they put 1ntn practlce. That is we are not eating
. r P . .

Ecmttage cheese yet. Th*s cannot he said, howeve}, of the Hino City

Library, near the Western edge of the Tokyo metropolitan area. Though’

ohlyvtwo,Yeare old, ‘it is trying'to'absd?h t'e—funéEmenfal thedries
practiced hy'outstanding‘Lihrerles in ad?anced_ceugtries and at the
L NN . .
\ same time(bgild?e real puhlic lihrary which i; most appropriate fo thoe
/ _demands'énevneeds of Japanese chieﬁy,.writesnthe Mayor of Hino, tir,
Takashi A}iyama, who haﬂpene to have bcen execut1ve secretary of the
Japan L1brary Assoc1at10n. | [
~

B
"The lizrary started its services with,cireulation; ﬁithout‘g

reading*roqm, it carried hooks to housing projects,~ dther résidential

areas, factorles and armsqu two book-mobiles. Two branches Were opene& e
/ N . . .

” during the,past year. The se have only shelves for their books and a

-
s

: a-c*rculatlon desk Jaround w 1ch cltlzens swarm. .

CERIC ™~ - 3 . .
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“One of the branches wan ghecially DPlamed as a childrén’s
no architect or designer .drew a floor plan. It camec
: ' - B : )
into existence when a retired streetcar was brought into a centey nof a

library. For it,

large hous1ng project nne nlght. Its sedts were replaced by shelvgs, ahd

L3
1t was freshly palnted 1ns1de and out. There and then was born a verv. >
&

attractive ch11dren's Iihrary indeed. a . ~ ’ w

"A large proportion of the budget is spent for books - about Lo -

beoause the librarian thinks that the richer'the ecollection the hote

persons w111 be drawn to the 11brary. There is no other Ilbrary in

s and

Japan which divides its book budget equally between books for adul

books for chbldren.

= .
s

"Compared with the average publie library in eities of the same

- . s '

populatior), the Indo City "Library is far ahead in registration and

ation. Its eircalatioa excéeds even that of one of the largest

the librarian, reports‘modestly tﬁat

*

eity\1lib aries. Mr{'Maekawa;

12.6% of the™ communlty residents have reglstered to use the llﬂrary.

L4

.

wThough th1s flgure may rank far Helow the average amonq U S. and some

other natinmn's lléraries, it is a skyscraper in this country,

nTh;s Iibrary presen§5»a fine examplerof cooperatiog_betveea“a.
city~ad@iaiStrator and a librarian., The citizeas are‘enjoyiaq.the’
resultanf_ad&ahtage;" E

Tﬁ%s report was written in 1967 and since‘tben the street~car

.

.

library has been worn out with consf%pt heavy use and has beecome’ton
feeble to stand for more passengers. So the mayor of the city and the

-

‘ v - » ,‘ ) - .
librarggnfhave had an architect and a designer draw a plan for a very
. ki . : . : . Lo

modern library building for children. Now, the retired streetcar-]ib;%%g

- .

“ -




. . . ' } .
N Ky
/ . -
. - »
.

'gits in the back&ard of the _brandanewle¢hildren's libra;;. Not pnly that

. - but also more than 20% of the community residents have registered to
L\ T .
use the library ang, the library, in turn, circulated more than half

- _ m11115ﬁ volumes during the last year among only 90,000 residents in tlie

city. As far as circulation is concerned it is always chiﬂfreh clearly 3

.

outweigh adults as patrons. : o : . ®

Th$s library presents a fine éxample of cooperation between a
. : . )
city administrator and a librarian. The citizens aré'enjoying the - .

~— 2

resulatant/advantéges. Many librarians in mediym and small cities have
sfarted'to convert their serviQeé go.the children centered or children
oriented fib;éry serYices. Although T am not ye: too Eqnfident to say’,f
Qhether éf”not all of them have started'}heir ﬁew waY‘of service.witg

any relevance whatever to their own local community needs, it is clear

that a¥ well as the children are concerned they are getting better

-

services., : . - .

(4) Home Libraries - Grassroot movement by individuals

, ) . T - '
Some individuals-have becn impatient -witlh/ the pace of the national
- . . . had ° ° ‘ {~

and local governments in extending public libfary servimés and dis- _ ¢

satisfiéd with what the existing school librafy'services offer fér_v
oo ° their childrén. They have started small librarLes in private homes, at
- ) "\ “ . . - :
’ housing projects, in kindergartens and elsewhere to make- free reading

“ available for neighbofhood children with their personal funds. Some of

« . . K

,these‘home libraries are run by such known authors of children's books

"as Momoko Ishil, Kyoko Matsuoka (A graduate of WMU), and Tomiko Inui,
, »Quite often activities at home-like-atmosphere and individualized

closeness between those who run the libraries and the children are \

J -~

. . : [ ’ /

*

e ( . .
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v . — - .
reported in fhe,papers and magea&neci and obqieuely theyihaVc the- -

: enthus1ast1c approval of mothers who are 1nterested 1nJFh1ldren s’ bookeA

L] T )
éﬂhd reading. -The unique pattern of the l1brary development has b?ﬁptl-

v ’ —~ s by

¥ fullj fitted to one of our qual ties and values Qaf - Japanese soc1ety

- -~
2 : ® . . »

. as a whole., That is closeness. between parents and chlldren in Japan9s~ v
.. : .
. : ‘ L
fam1lLes. So that, mothers and communlty leaders have created numerous =

number ot home llhrarles using every posslble mean% siuch as retired = LJ"

tra1ns, streetcars, buses, meet?ngsrooms in hous1ng progetts,‘cottaaes

- .in parks besfﬁes their homes.'Even some banks, barbershops, and private h

Ta

hospltals have prOV1ded spaces for ch11dren s readlng.

1 had hoped that publ1c lfﬁrar1es would develop in such a way
« . ‘|

that theie 1nd1v1duals did not- have .to feel compelled to buy bobks for
b « N

ﬂ‘e1r owg and ne1gh?orhood chxldren wrﬂ1tbe1r own moneg and 1nstead
)" - - L)

. _would besz able to yely on the serV1ces of’the1r puh11c l;brar1es. My \

hopey howevkr, has been materlallzed hy&suoh llbrary as’ H1no CLty
5 ! ~

>
) 1 o 7 o

Library as I men¢1oned and some other-communi$¥‘ligraries ito some’extenf. o
: ‘ co ; . .

And those individuals have growd to beeone pressure groupsfiq.a positivi
‘_meaning in different comMunities,‘wheref%he'ekisting library services
- { ' ' ' - : ' . - ' o ‘3§ﬂf

are inadequate,‘to initiate or to support library development by local =
. authorities. .
. : )

: : R ‘ : . .
Another anW.wonderful charaetenistic,;I*thini/ye—have in
-Japan, is the %ay mothers, even fathers,, tell‘stories and reafl Ko6oks
. . - > - ) . . . f

\ . . \ o

to their ghildren. In many small.Japanesg houses, traditional or

. . ' ..
. e R H . . . ‘e ) - 4

, modern in style), (our houses are much smaller than yours, ) the T

B
. N
-

parents and the ch?kdren eat together and often sl ep together& It

) is ‘not rare that a small ch11d sleeps 1n her-. or his’ parent's bed »
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"
B’gur; ot reuéing hooke
. " A

Yhérnvis no hetter tiwe than éo share « nl

And this gives the child an

Y

A
ever lastingvimpression nf his

together.

®

. parerfts and the books.
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