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ABSTRACT OF DISSERTAT:UN
VARYING PERCEPTIONS TOWARD VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

The major purpose of this study was to isolate the
perceptions and influences that relate to a student's
decision whether to enroll in a vocational education
-course.

An agtitude questionnaire was constructed to mesasure
attitudes toward vocational education and“knowledge of
vocational education. The quesffgnﬁaire was then checked
for validity and reliability and found_to be both valid
and reliable.

The participants of the study were selected so the
findings could be projectéd th:roughout the state of
Colorado. The areas surveyed represented the major portion
of the population, as well as diverse geographic and economic
areas; and 1,282 studenté, 1,031 parents, and 98 counselors

A

from the various areas were surveyed. i

The following conclusions wére‘drawﬁ after<énalyses of
the data obtained: (1) There is a significant difference
in the attitude toward vocational education held by those
enrolled in vocational education from the attitude held

by those not enrolled in a vocational education course.

(2) There is a significant relationship betwéen the student's

)




‘decision to enroll in vocational education and Qis/her prior
knowledge of vocational education. (32) There is a significant
relationship between a student's career goals and his/her
decision to enroll in a vocational education course.

(4) There is a significant difference in the influence of
parents, counselors, and peers on the vocational.student

and the non-vocational student. (5) There is a significant
relationship between the students' and parents' attitudes -
toward vocational education. (6) ThereJis a significant
relationship between the parents' knowledge of vocational
education and their attitude toward vocational education.

(7) There is a significant difference in the parents’
attitude toward vocatioral education and the counselorg'
perception-of the parents' attitude. (8) There is a-
significant relationship between a student's grades and

the counselor's attitude toward enrolling the student in

a vocational education course. (9) There is no significant
difference in the attitudes toward vocational education in

the metropolitan areas of Colorado.
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CHAPTER I PR .

. INTRODUCTION ..

Statement of the Problem— ‘f

-
0y -

Many students in the secondary schooI’who could beneflt

-

from vocational education courses do not take them. I®" was D .

pointed out at the Internatlonal Conference on Educatlon ih -
-

Geneva in 1975 that, in the United States,

About fifty percent-.of our high school students are

in the"so-called general track, which prepares them

neither to go to college, nor to enter a job. Nearly
2,500,000 students leave . . . each year W1thout :
adequate preparation for careérs.l S .

¥ ©

During this-time of high unemployment, there are jobs. avail- s

able in the technical and vocational areas for those with the
necessary training and skills to do them. The U. S. Depart-
ment of Labor estimates 45 million job openlngs between 1Q70~p '

-w-—

and 1980--about 15 million new ngs and.another 30\m11110n - -
to replace workers whe Ietlre, dle, of leave the labor forge |
for,otﬁer reasons. Most of these jobs won't require a college -
degree, but nearly all of them will require some specialized
training.2 Man} secondary students who could qualify for

these jobs.through enrollment in vocational education courses

-

/

11Secondary Schools, Tralnlng § Jobs," Intellect,
January 1975 p. 212.

2Dav*d E. Smoker, '"Let's Get SerlouséAbout Vocational
Education,' The PTA Magazine, March 1974, p. 39.
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d6 not take them, while other students do take advantage

of the opportunities to take these courses. Smoker (1974),

as quoted in The PTA Magazine, says,

At the very heart of our problem is a national
attitude that says vocational education is designed
for somebody else's children. This attitude is
shiared by businessmen, labor legdegs, administra-~
stors, teachers, parents, students.

Secondary students' decisions to enroll in a vocational
education course would appear to be influenced by their per-

ceptions.and the perceptions of those who most influence

their detisions. The problem, then, is to identify those

who most influence the students' decisions and the percep-

*

tions held by thé students and those influencing them.

i

Need for the Study

i ."(

: 5 . According to data in The Guide to Vocational Education

in America: Tre;as to 1978,‘the‘%vera§é annual'number,of job

. X openings by 1978vin76tcupgtion§ fér which students ofﬁvocd- .
tional.educéfion'are prepérealis projected tJ be 1,180,056

in the Dnited States and 50,784 in~the State of Colorado.

A report by the U.S. Offic; of Education found that in 1973,

8,674 jobs were left vacant in Colorado beGause there were

o

.not enough students completing vdcationé{ education programs
to £i1l them. The projéﬁteﬂ statistics for the years 1974

/ ' to 1978 show that secondary schools in Colorado will need to

-

. enroll and train 1,885 more students per year to meet the

/.
*

W

.
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vocational occupational requirements.4' This would seem to
indicate that there is a need to increase the ﬁumbgrﬁof
students enrolled in vocational education programs to keep.
up with employment demands. It is_also significant that
the government " . . . spends almost four dollars for
retraining unemployed workers for every do}lar it .spends
on 'preventive programs'--those that prepare young people
for employment at the beginqing of their careersi"s More .

b

emphasis ‘on increased enrollment in vocational education at

the secondary level should providé a ‘better return for-every h
taxpayer's investment. A study to determlne the varying
'f?erceptions of students, parents, and thelr counselors toward
&ocational educatiop should provide the information necessary
to work toward changing or modifying tﬁeseApérceptions-held
by the various groups; and=thu§ bridge thélgap between the
need for more étuden%s in vocational educatiop and their .
willingness to enroll in vocétiohal educatioq prbgramé.
Several limited studies hdve been Eompleted in isolated
areas of Colorado related t9 attitudes or percqptlons toward
vocational educatlon. A sﬁudy of the metropolltan areas of

l

Colorado, where most of t?e vocational programs are found, - . -

/& . .

, 4Jonathan Hoffman; The Guide to Vocational Eéucation
in America: Trends to 1978 (Westport, Conm.: Market Data
Retrieval, Inc., 1975), PP. 168-177. ’ ‘

1Y

. SMary Costello, "Education for Jobs," Editorial.
Research Reports on the American Work Ethic, in Congres-
sional Quarterly, Inc. (Washingtom, D. C.: n.p., I§73i
p. 115, .

2
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. . . .

would provide a more complete picture of the perceptions | i:
© toward vocational education in Colorado. .
Dr. Calvin M. Frazier, Commissiomer oﬁ Eduqétion; ]
. Co;oiado Departmehf of Education, stated: .

"I am particularly interested in this topic -
because of its relationship to our broader career
education - vocational education cooperative effort
here in Colorado. As we work to develop greater
exploratory efforts int the early secondary years,
the transition into a more Specific training pro-
gram becomes very critical. The study by Mr. Brown -
and Mr. Clark should make a real contribution to
the state.6 T .

"Purpose of the Study

&

The major purpose of this study was to isolate the L

o perceptions and influences that relate to a student's decision
v - ; /

£ Qwﬁether to enroll in a vdcatidnal educatioh doufse, which,
wouid providé a starting point for modificati;n of thosé
pefﬁeptions and influences which seem to détéz students who
< _might‘benefi; from enrollment im vocational education. , The
T G ~f£indings shou}@ be useftl in the following ﬁays:
| ‘ 1. - To help inlé&aluating the ‘need for and content

of informaticnal programs for students and

- . "

o ~ parents =

2. To help in evaluating counselor effectivenmess .

r
- - .4

in counseling $tudents concerning vocation#l

< education . ) 1

%

3. To help in evaluating the pfe_vocational

programs now offered

7 i

/ A . v P
] . * “ -

e 5

/ ) SCalvin M. Frazier, Commisgioner of Education, Colorado -
: Department of Education, personal letter dated July 7, 1975.

-
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-

4. To help in formulatlng plans for pre«va ieﬁgi

prOgrams for the’ future

= . £

‘ : . . Limitations ° : o

This study was limited to:

1. Six ﬁettoéolitan-aéeas»of'Cold%ado wﬁ%h

vocational programs | : L

¢ -

2, Students in grades eleven an& twelde in buth

c@nprehenszve high schools and .area vacatioaal
" schools - L j/ T =
T .
3. Parent§ of students answerlng the quest;ennaire%

admanlstered to fhe students

*

4.  Counselors of students answering the guestion-

naires administered to the students

bl

- Definition of Terms

'Area vocational school--a school for the educating bf .
students in-sabjects of a vocational nature, 3nd
Wthh draws students from various aecondaryésrhoois
in fpe geographlc area 4

Attitude--a fégling or conviction about or toward someone’
of sbmetﬁing

Careﬁr educatlon--educzuxon prcvxded to help students
becoﬂe famzllar thh tné value, opport&nitzes, and
fentry level Skllla assoczated with various careers:

4

/ avallable

Comprehaqsxve ;rhoa’*—a ﬂchcal ‘which offers ‘atUﬁQﬂté in the

i

N same lnstxtutxon academxc and wagatlona‘ COUrs
/

i

:./ P ( - . . M@ ' :
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design and methodology in Chapter III; a presez}tation of

: ' .
findings in Chapter IV; and summary, conclusions, and
recommendations in Chapter V.
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Vocatioﬁal'sfudeni*~any student in grades eleven Sr twelve
- who is enralled in a vocational or tnchnlcal program
funded by the State Depdrtment of Vbcauzonal Education
- Sbte:' In this” stLd}, the fbilow1ng terns were used syncnymousl&:
1. Vocational education, eccupational education

2. Attitude, perception .

- '

Dbjectives

Thewmajor purpose of this study was to determine the

e

© "attitudes held iy studentsﬁaﬁd,those who influence students’

decisions about enrcollment in vocational education. The .

study answered thE‘fbllowing research questions ffom infof-
“ mation gathered in the métropélitan areas of Colorado:
. Is there a differeﬁce‘iﬁ attitude,toward
Yocational educatxon between those students :
" taking vocat;onal educatzon and those who
. l do not? - _ '
2. Is there a relationéhip bét#eeﬁ the student's'
decision to enroll in a,vocatlonal educatlon
course and hzs/her pTIOI knowledge of voca:; :
tional’education? | '
3. lks there é'reiatioqship between a student's -
. carcer goals and hi?!har‘decision to enrcll -
in a vocational education course?
5. Is there a relationship between the income .
level of the family and the student’s . e

attitude toward vocational education?

25




12,

e N

Is there a relationship between the student's “\\\‘\\\\\i
ethnic background and his/her’attitude toward ’
vocaiional education?

- Is there a difference in the influences of ' .:
parents, counselors, and peers on the attitude e
toward vocational education of the vocational
student and non-vocational student?

Is there a relationship between the parents'’
attiFudé toward,vocétional education a?d the
gtudent's attitude toward vocational e&gcation?
Is there a relationship between the péréhts'
knowledge of vocational educati;n and their : -

attitude toward vocational education?

Is there a relationship between the educa-

7

14

tional level of the parent and ﬁis/her

attitude toward vocational education?

Is/;hére a relationship between a counselor's
//ﬁﬂswiedge of vocational education and his/her
~attitude toward vocational education?

Is there a relationship between the counselors'’

work experience outside the academic world. and

the ratio of counselees enrolled in Yécational

education? 4 ‘

Is there a diffefence in the ratio of students

enrolled in vocational education courses by ,

those coupselors with a favorable attitude

toward vocational eddcation and those with

29
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a less favorable attitude toward vocational

education? | '

12. - Is there a difference in fhe parents' attjitude
toward vocational .education -and theAcounselors'
perception of the parents' atfitude toward
vocational eduéationé o :

14, 1Is there a relatiénship bétween a student's
‘grades and the counselor's attitude toward

L

’ enrolling the student in a vocational

education course?

15. 1Is there a difference in the attitudes of
z> students, parents, or counselors toward 7

vocational education among the met-opolitan

rd

areas of Colorado? . .

. —- B
/
» /

s
Assumptions '

The underlying %ssumptions of this study w;re:
1.. The instrﬁménts used ﬁgre valid and reliable
2. The responses to the quéstionnaires accurately - ' X
‘reflected the pqrceptioné of those surveyed K
- - 3. The samplings used were representative of the | RS
*  population regarding high school s%udeqts,

their parents, and .counselors in the state

. . . of Colorado . ' /

, , ,
Dissertation Organization

The chapters that follow will include a review of

pertinent literature in Chapter II; a discussion of research

N
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design and methodology in Chapter III; a prese@tation of
o 5
findings in Chapter IV; and summary, conclusions, and

recommendations in Chapter V.




/ CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Introduction

Vocational education is training for the world of
work that does not require a bachelor's degree%i*$his type
of education has emerged during the past few yéars.to
become a subject of increasing public concern. Sidney P,
Mérland, Jr., former_U.S. Commicssioner of Educatipn, called
vocationalutraiﬁing the number one priofity in education‘
when he spoke before the National Association of Secondary*
School Principals in Houston, Teia;. He said, "Eight onut
of ten high scﬁool students should be getting occupational
training of some,_;ort."1 The Department of Labor'reportg
that eighty percent of ail jobs up to 1980 will require less
thén a bachelor's degree, but-very few will be available to

the unskilled,? Without some kind of vocational training,

~ many young people will be unable to find work.

’

~~—_ lRussell Flanders, "Employment Patterns for the

~Seyenties," Compact, August 1970, p. 7; reprinted in
EggfsrialjResearcH ﬁeportsjon the American Work Ethic,
Longressional-Juarterly,-InC. (Washingtom, D.C.: 1N.p.,
1973y, p. 103, ; :

Zjonathan Hoffman, The Guide to Vocational Education
in America: Trends to 1978 (Westport, Conm.: Market Data

Retrieval, Inc., 1975), p. 159.

’ . 3 2
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.. . . Despite the opportunities, many students apparently

needing or desiring vocational education do not receive it.
The purpose of this study was to help idégtify and compare
the Vvarying perceptions and concerns existing as students
contemplate en%oilment in vocational offerings.

- Focus was directed toward determining the varying
perceptions or attitudes toward vocational education of
students, their parents, and their counselors in relation-
ship to the students making a decision to enroll in voca-
tional education.’ A brief overview of related literature
relevant to this’research will be présented in three fields
of inquiry: The histarical development, or evolution, of
vocational education; soc1egy s perceptions towé;d vocational
educatlon' and various methods of attitude measurement. It
is hoped that through the development of these three areas,
a better understandlng concerning the purpose of this

research will be attained. !

-

The Historical Development -

ot Vocqtlonal;Educatlon
- Two important and.;elated topics are predominant in
reviewing the associated literature concerning the historical
perceptions toward voéational education. These are the evo-
lution of vocational education and the emefgénce of federal

assistance for vocational education through legislation,

-

- The Evolution of Vocational Education

Historical literature is lacking in informatign which

# i ses . .
presents a definitive evolution of the formation of ;rends

‘ 33
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13 .o
and perceptions toward v@cational education as iF has
become a part §f our national system of education.
Federal'legisletibn and the social ,stigma toward vdca;
tional education will be rexiewéﬂ later. The main oB}éctive
here is to summarize the hlstor;cal development of voca- ‘
t10na1 educatlon, ‘with concentration directed toward the
history of the various methods adopted to train skilled
workers and the iﬂtérrelated history of vocational guidance.

The dlsC1p11ne of learnlng certain basic SklllS,‘
such as those used in vocatlonal education, may have
developed thousands of years before the birth of Christ -~
" when metals such.as copper and bronze replaced stone
and bone for axes, hammefs, knifes and other tools and
implements.. Barly 1n hlstory, one's occupatlon was often
determined by one's birth. A child followed the trade '
of parents, another ‘relative, or a neighbor. The methods
gf learning skills were by observation, imitation, .and
innovation. From this meager beginning of basic skill
1eérning°emerged the skilled workers of our techniéal
societ?.

The change from using basic skills to more refined
skills was‘developed bx the Greeks who ultimately emerged
with’a "work force." The "work force" was made up of many
skilled craftsmen who bﬁilt the numerous public works which

resulted in such splendid structures as the Parthenon and

Mausoleum at Halicarnassus. This type of vigorous public

works programs continued through the Middle Ages when many

34
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* in our present economic system. < -

,

craftsman. This theory of training worked, except, "The

1 14 . . /
magnigicent cathedrals were constructed by the artisans.
It was at this time ihat the Guild system developed, and
for a‘long part of history i@ continued as an es§entia1
element in societies.' Téylor (1916), in his book The Guild , .
State, wrote, ""Since men first became dréftsmén and indus-
t;ialists; the universal judgement of mankind has accepted
Ehe Guild system as the most rational manner in which the

work of the world can most easily be done.”"3 Guilds were

the predecessors of our organized trades and labor unions

A

-
-

As the trade aﬁd comierce system becamg more complex R
and industry developéd,.there seemed to be a need for
more specialized skills, and a more“efficient method of L
teaching'the@_came about. The educational demands of

laborers set in motion the forces ﬁhich brought about a.
reaésessmeht of the significance of work and 2 system

of apprenticeship to teach the skilis. Job skills

were inculcated by father instructigg son and mother -
;gaching daughter, or by arrangements under which a

beginner worked as a Hé}per to a journeymap or ﬁasier-

apprentice could learn only what his master knew and was

able to transmit."4 It is interesting to note that in
!

”

36. R. Taylor, The Guild State (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 19I9), p. 1l.

4sven Grabe, "Secondary education, training and
employment: an historical interpretation," Prospect,

39
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the United States, at the time of our nation's founding in
1776, and for several decades thereafter, '"The apprentice-\
shig‘system was the foremost way of extending training in
skills and work in a trade,"S even though the Industrial
Revolution had occurred earlier in Eurore.

History attests 'to the fact that as the-apprehtice-
ship system accelerated and the development of capitaliem
increased in the free tountties of both Eufgpe and'the' ‘ s
’ '‘United States the Industrial Revolutéon came about. The

Industr1a1 Revolution caused the ch1ft1ng of producflon

. from the home to the factory and from handcrafts to power

. machinery. The rapid developnent of 1ndustry changed the

-

D3

occupational needs of the skilled laborer, thus reducing

s ni'thefqemand'for skilled craftsmen énd sending the apprentice-
; . " ship system into relative decline. With the decrease of
- the appfenticeship system, it was hecessary to design new
4.t§pes of schools for the education qf.the nation’; workers.
Towatd the end of the nineteenth century, schools for voca-
tional training were organized on’a private basis. The
curricula established in the private schools later began
to be incorporated: into the public schools and the
‘progressite education movement was inaugurated. ' '

- ' " Closely related to the progressive educational movement

- 1s the evolution of vocational guidance. Barry and Wolf (1963),

i 5Paul H. Douglas, American Apprentlceshlp and Industrial

Education (New York: Columbla “niversity Press, 1921), p. I.
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in Modern Issues in Guidance Personnel Work,6 indicated that,

although the ﬁrocess—of guidance began earlier, the rapid :
industrializasﬁon that océcurred in this eountry between ‘ . .
1890 and 1920 hrought about the need for guidance and its
relationship to'vocational education. The wartlme act1V1t1es
durlng this perlod of hlstory also fostered the growth of

some areas of vocational guidance, such as job specification,
'oceupgtrenal‘infonmation, and job placement.

Further, Barry and Wolf pointed out that vocational

guidance has since developed with a dual purpose; one to _ .
assié% the students in making wise vocational choites* agg. e .
the other to help educators select students who could ‘
"benefit most from such training. The concept of voca-
tional guidance was a means of he1p1ng each student choose " A
an occupation, prepare for it, enter 1t, and pragress in ity L
This concept agrees with the theorles of John Dewey ‘that: ’
indicate that students can practice the soc1a1 skallkthey
would require in later life. . , ' 7 é

John Dewey is recognized as the mest influential

1eader of the progre551ve educatlon philosophy. In his

book Educatlon Today, he remarked " . . . The movement

-
. il

*

for vocational educations conceals within itself BN
forces . . . which would utilize the publlc schools

= pr1mar11y to turn out more e£f1c1ent laborers in the

6Ruth Barry and Beverly Wolf, Modern Issues in
Guidance Personnel Work (New York: Bureau of Publications, .

Teachers College, Columbia University, 1963), pp. 12-34.
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present economic regime, .. : %"7: In "his‘approach toward

vocational education, Dewey believed thdt expérience in°

&

training was of great educational value. Bereflecting on
s

[ . "

. the experience, learning is achieved and individuals can
relate to and improve their environment. Dewey also N
stressed the need for a functional relationship between

L NP . . ) v
classroom learning aet1v1t1es and real life experiences.
Durlng the same perlod as the progresslve education
14

movement (1890 1910), leglslatlon by the government proposed .

that public funds be used to provide vocational educathn

for those secondary students who did not expect to-go to
.college. Publlc support began to grow for leglslatlon to o

provide funds for publlc schools to tra1n‘young people 1n Lo {

-~

- various occupatlonal skills. - ~° - ‘ )

In the -early 1900's, this initial federal legislation
~ . . . > » } ] Vs
was the impetus that brought about both continued develop-

ment and new concepts toward vocatlonal educatlon. This
} .
leglslat10ﬁ~began a new era in the struggle to develop

a dynamic system of free*publlc vocational educatlon to

support and promote the need for skilled workers and

’

technicians in our civilization. , , -

The Emergence of Federal’Assistance for
Vocational Education Through Legislation

The develcpment of federal 1egis1ation,fof'vocationaI

educgt%on in the public schools revolved around a relatively'

7John Dewey, Educat:on Today (New York: G. P. Putnam’s
Sons, 1940}, pp. 131-13Z, quoted in Man/Society/Technology,
December T975 1n51de front %gver.
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few educators and legislétérsﬁwho laboged forfmqﬁy Year$ to
create a workable progra&daﬁg to obtain its’acégptaﬁce.~ e
SwanSOn (1966) sai& that vocational gducation musﬁfbex
¢ felied'upgn {o secure stabiliéy and progress in a demecracy.

. Vocational e&ucatian muét also be cénsidere& as a speéial

‘ form of educatlon concerned with transmitting skllls and

ﬁ knowledge to society.  The amount of skill and technlcal,
knowledge used in creating prodqct§ would be limited oply ‘
by ;he extént to which s5kill could be develbpéd éﬁd utilizé&

through this unique‘structure of education.. Swarison said,

"We can’ set no bounds upon the appllcatzons of techn;cal
knowledge, nor upon “the llmlts of humén skzll."s

History continues to prove that the wealth of a nation

-

is deperdent on the means " . . . by which sk111 is developed,
technical knowledge obtalned and applled and sczence and “ .

. invention promoted, 9 The changzng deman&s of develop;ng ? . / /,
industry requir. that a2 continuous process of adgustment T,"':
“ for new skllls and new techhical knowledge be transmltted k /1 '
by education. 10 e i J
This status ef}édﬁcatiqnal philésophy brought forth 53

the demand for rapid adaptation of the worker to a jeb. //, o,

y
« 83, Chester Sﬁanson, Development of Federal Leglslétlon
for Vocat10na1 Education (Chicago: American Techn;ca%,Socletv,

1860) 2 P. 6. . - /
, . - 7
! - glblda - /

10tbid., p. 13,
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“In tuzn, it acéelerated the puul;c suppcru toward federal
1eglsl¢tlon for vocatlonal educatzon.‘ .

. Most of the growth in vocational e&ucat;on occurned
W1th1ﬁ the past.two &ecades, but public support of vocational
educatlon,dates bsqk more than a century, as aariy as xhe -

L

1&60‘5, the»lndustrlal potenxlal of Amer;ca began to ‘alter’ T

the perceptlons taward werk‘because of the 1acreasing need

L

,for tra;ned techn1ca1 manpower. To accammodate the new o

4‘3 “

demand fbr speczalzzatlon skllls Congress passed tha Morrill ‘

Act of 1862, whlch,was a2 begzﬁning tow&rd qusenzng»the L f o
emphas:s on academ&c prograns. ‘Gver the next forty- ﬁbur* "  ‘
year per;od several Act§ were adoyted by the fgderal 2

government makzug veneral funﬁlng grants, vzrtnally with- f:'

1

outAxgsthgwiqnsJ_tQ~gncourage states to set up Iand-grant oo

colleges- and other lﬂStltUthRS to feach agrlculture and

."tbe mechahzcal avts. . The followxng Acts were evPanazons of

3, .

the Mbrrllz Aut and were clnsely related to the development n~;.
of’vocatzouai educatxon. - B = | '
1. The Hatgh Act (1887), an Act wzth the des;gﬁatsd B w>f

purpose to axd in acquzrzng and aif fuszng useful
and practical xnformatzon reapectlng the. prxnciple

- and applicati on of agricultural scmencez . ’

2. The Secand Horr:ll Act [1890), whzch authorized
f‘the ‘pplicatlon of a portxon of the proceeds

’from the sale of public land, under the £1r$t

P

A Hcrrill Act, t6 the morg complete en.owment

k]

. . .
-, . ‘ *




o S ~1n5 support, of th& land -grant college,, for { et

. the benef;; of agrtculture ang = Nechanicai arix’

b

. The A&aus Act {19&6), an enactgﬁnt ﬁgr‘cﬁ% . )
’iincreased Qpprapri;tian cf the ™ Hat;h Act o
4, The Nelson Ampnduﬂnt }39%7), which prnwxded s

an xncr&a#e of zgderzl aid to the land-grant ‘ T

celleges *;*' o K , .
5. The St@fg Marine Scheool Act (1511), which pro-
-vad&d trazning for those planaing a seafhr:ng

é -

4*;areer (Thxq Act had xmgl ications .relevant to .

'

» vocationnl education becaaae it 1ntroduced the
,5 ’-prin’ipie of matchi ng federal aid with appro-
pr;at;cﬁs of finds at the state and iogal levels.j

ﬁ;; Ihﬂ agricultur%z Eﬁtﬂnst@ﬁ AT (1914], cal?ed

"
1%
&

the sfzthnlaver Act, which nrovidad fﬁr a
B p?ufial of exren xea work in agriculture and
e homs gcgncnzcr B
. o o in th@ »arl ﬂniﬁetéen huadreig, th& ﬂubllg reactian to - -
. codierw tusding was ,“if the feﬁeral ave?nneat rauld SuUpport
. ﬁu;h iﬁaaruution in tﬁ% COIngEJ, th@} ins isted it could dn
ne 1€ss at the segondary levei “ll‘ A movement began in 1905 )
To @szabizﬂﬁ fﬂﬁd far *niugtrial ﬁducatiaa in the high ﬁhoﬁl
'ﬁsverna: wi;lx i L. Eﬁuviaj af M4ssacnuaatts was authorjized '
. : ‘tﬂ app@zﬁt 4 womzssion to aavgstiga;ﬁ #d&catzom&l nevdf f@r

f;/ ' e wr ' ‘ i/\ -
°difftreﬁt‘1e¥@l ﬁf s%111 and res puﬁ&iblliti ire the v;rio&s ‘ )

- 3

- : llzdhxn [y 1rpi “The I @& £d Brﬂd}tthU?h,' American
T ’mw”‘"tmn» J.z.’&u'&r%&wyugrv, 1375, p. 23. ——

A

3 M - - .
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irdustries of the state. A statement setting forth the duty
of the commission said,

They shéil(inyestigate how £ar the needs are met

by existing institutions and shall consider what

new fofms of.education effort may be advisable

and shall pake such investigations as may be

practicable through printed reports and téstinony

of experts as.te similar educationzl work ‘being

done by other states, by the United Statesi govern- :

cent, and by forei m governments,12 \

The resulting report of ihe Douglas éommissipn prompted new

- laws for a system of fiee training for_ job employment. By
1907, changes in industrial educatibnlgnsued. Congressman
Davis of Minnesota introduced a Bill which ﬁquid PR
piovide teachers for vocational subjetts'in normal schools
and to appropriate monmey and regulate its expenditure,"l3
It is interesting to note that this Bill contained the
first reference to "vcoational education.™

As cawﬁerte and inﬂustry developed, a need for mere
- specialized skills increased, and more efficient methods
of teaching them resulted. Congress created a commission
on nationai aid to vocational educa;ian,with the adoption
of the Sgifh-Lever Act in }1914. The resolution authorized )
the President to.appoint 2 commission composed of nine ‘

nembers. Its duties were to studg)the difficult problems

L27wenty-£ifth Annual Report of the U.S5. Commission
ot Labor (1819). Revised Laws of Massachusetts (Washington,
D.C.: Goverament Printing Office, 1911), quoted by Swanson,
Development of Federzl Legislation for Vocationzl Education,
Pl 21'50 o

13pavis Bill, 60th Congress, znd Sesszion, H.R. 26737,
January 20, 1909 (Washington, D.C.: -Congressional Record,
190%), p.” 1196, guoted by Swanson, Development of Federal
Legislation for Vocational Educationm, p. 75. '

- : 42 .
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involved in a national system of federal -aid to the states

for secondary—education which were not encountered in the

systen providing aid for land-grant colf;ges. In less than

sixty days, the Comm1551on on Vbcatlonal Education presented

to Congress its fxndlngs and chommendatlono fora" ., ..
federally aided system of vocat1onal,educat1on based on state
aid and c00perat1on."14 These pProvisions were subsequently
enaéted into fedsral law in 1914 by unanimous sanction of

v Congress.'

It was not ;ntil 1917 that high schools received direct
federal funds for vocational education. On February 23, 1917,
with the giowing background of wartime production needs,
Congresé passed and Preéident Wilson signed the Smith-Hughes
Act. The money granted was intended primarily for salaries
of trade, aéricultural, and home economicszteachers. In
addition, money was provided to the newly'created Federal
Board for Vocational Education to administer the Smith-Hughes
legislation and to conduct research and surveys.

The time-honored procedure of making changes in
existing laws generated the Smith-Hughes mandates which
were supplemented by subsequent legislation, such as: "

1. The George-Reed Act (1929), a bill which would

increase the amount of federal aid to the states

and further development of vocational education

14swanson, Development of Federal Legislation for
Yocational Education, p. 26.
43
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2. The George-Ellzey Act (1934), fo;/further
development of vocational educa{ion in the
midst of the depression .
3. The George-Dean Act (1936),/which recognized
' the public schools need for further extension
éf_thei;;;ocationél pfograms in all fields,
ipcludiﬁg distributive education. ("The set;
asidghfor distributive educatioq was the firsé
recgénition, at the federal level, that services
were becoming as vital to our economy as produc-
tion occupations."ls)
Except for minor provisions, all these laws were superseded h
by the George-Barden Act of 1946. 1he’1aw, better known as
The Vocational Education Act of 1946, provided the continuing
resolutions of the Smith-Hughes Act of 1917 and<adéed that
federal funds could be used for a variety of specified
purposes in the secondary level programs. "The chief
characteristic of the«George-Barden Act as contrasted
with prev;ous vocatiohal education legislation is flexibility.
Some of the sﬁecific limitations on the use of funds were

omitted from this Act and provisions were included to allow.,

for new phases of work."1l6 — . .

15Hoffman, The Guide to Vécational Education in America:
Trends to 1978, p. 6.

16Public/Laﬁ 586, 79th Congress, 2; Session, S. 619,
quoted by Swanson, Deveélopment of Federal Legislation for

Vocational Education, p. 90.
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The federal government indicated its continuous concern
for implémentation of vocational education during the period
of 1947 %o 19¢1. During this fifteen-year period, a number
of Bills relating to vocational education weTe introduced
and eleven public laws directly-affecting progfaﬁs of
- vocational education were enactegd.’ /.

One of the newest fields in education was given birth
in this couﬂtry with the passagé of the National Defénse
Education Act of 1958, which made funds available for pro-
grams related to the education of‘techniciaﬁs—and develop-
ment of area yvocational schools, The area concept in
vocational education developed providing that vocational

. i
schools be established to serve more than one school district.

These are kﬁ;wn today as area vocational schools. - The Act
also declared that technical education should begin training
people for sub-profés§ional 6ccupations.

| Despite the grow%ﬁﬁof vocational education funding,‘A
non-vocationally oriented education continued to be the
major goal of most schools. In the early 1960's, President
John F. Xennedy said that American education was producing |

&e

an "army of educated unemployables"l7 without any saleab
“job skills even though thousands of skilléd jobs needed to
be filled.

As a result of the acute skilled manpower problem,

Copgress passed two major sections of legislation, the 1962

17Hoffman, The Guide to Vocational Education in America:
Trends to 1978, p. 6. - ,
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<«

Manpower Development and Trainiﬁg Act, and the Economic
Opportunlty Act of 1964, de51gned to provide skills .training
' to the unemployed and the undef;mployed In essence, the
Acxs were emergency programs fom out-of-school unemployed
The problem in-:the schools was that of not providing
adequate training to meet manpower requirements. The aca-
d?mic curriculum needed to be éomplemented with mote
oocupational training for jobs available upon graduation.
" To provide skills training in the formal educational setting,
th; Vocational Education Act of 1963 was passed. This Act
authorized funds to oe used for: . '
1. Training persons atténding high school ,
2. Preparing high school graduates for job entry
3.‘ Retraining persons in the labor market for
Pa advdncement or job stability
4. Developing programs for persons with soecial
_needsl | /
/S. Supporting teacher training, program evalua-
tion, model programs and the develooment of
teaching materials ‘
This Act has been very beneficial for vocational education
and has been expanded and extended by each legislativp
session since the original approval. The many Acts pro-
vided more vocationalﬂeducation training in,relatiooship
to national economic needs.

In 1968, with the’“social and racial upheavals, a more

specific target populatlon in need of vocational education

46
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was identified--the disadvantaged. It was felt that wnemploy-
ment and job immobility among the nation's poor were thé Toot
causes of riots and conflagrations throughout America.

Accordingl&, the Vbcationai Education Act (VEA)
Amendments of 1968 gave highest priority to the tréining
of the disadvantaged. ' ' |

‘No legislatioﬁ since the 1968 Amendments has been
proposed for federal support of vocational ed;cation, but
each year Congress axtended the VEA Amendments with contin-
uing Resdlutions.

It is certain that new vocational education legislation
will be enacted in the fiscal year 1976. According to Office
of Education officials and leéislative aides, Présiuent Ford
favors consolidating all present vocational esducation titles
into one total budget.18 Under this block-grant phllosophy,
there would be no funds specifically set aside for the
dlsadvantaged,or any other target groups. The Bill will

probably reflect some consolidation, with additional
catégories. ’

In anticipation of President Ford's block-grant proposal,
the American Vocational Association (AVA)lg has written a
”counte}pr0posal which calls for the restructuring of vocational
educational funding, consolidation of all target-group funding,

increase in federal funding each year to 1980, and implemen-

18Hoffman, The Guide to Vocational Education in Amerlca
Trends to 1978, p. 12

19American Vocational Association, Inc., 1510 H Street,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005.
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. tation of an integratedvcareer education prog-ram.20 "This_
program," said Caro;ine Bird, "is one of the alternative
solutions to the myth that every American, ages 18-22,
should go to g:ollege."21

The Ford proposal and the AVA legislation will most
likely be’majoi Bills introduced during the 94th Congress.
Burkett, AVA Executive Director, says,'"PfoposaIé to amend
the Vocational Education Acts of 1963 and 19€8 add up to an
almost ccmplete rennovation of existing federal 1egislationl

for vocational education."?2 ' ‘ K

The federal government.is accepting responsibility
jointly with state and locgl governments to supﬁort voca-
tional-technical education through funding. If the edu-
cational leadership can use funds available t6 develop
effective manpower training and more economic security

through vocational education, it will be a productive

investment of the government.

’

20Career education is a concept that has gained favor
among an- increasing number of educators. It is promoted
actively by Dr. Sidney Marland, former U.S. Commissioner of
Education. Career education can be defined as a life-long
education for life and work. Beginning in the elementary
grades, the students are made mnre aware of the variety of .
careers available to.them. After awareness, the students
are exposed to orientation programs in the middle school
years, in which they receive overviews of careers, with
some hands-on experiences. As a result of these orienta-
tions, the students may choose areas of specialization for
training in job preparation. : ,

Zlcaroline Bird, The Case Against~College (New York:
David McKay Company, Inc., I975), p. 3.. R .

2210well A. Burkett, "Latest Word from Washinéton,"
American Vocational Journal, January 1976, pp. 13-14.
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Society's Perceptions Toward
Vocational Education

-

Schools in all societies are concerned with the
transmission of cultural heritages and with the sociali-
zation of youth. But in the'United States, tﬂere is an

- additional emphasision the students and their needs and

desires for effective living in a complex technical

society. In addition to the traditional academic components
of the secondary school; a majority of the schools now offer
students the opportunity to avail themselves of‘additionai
experiences, one of which is vocational education.

One of the major problems of education today is how to
reach studentg who could use and benefit from vocational edu-
cation. The decision for a student to enroil in vocational

- education is related to perceptidn anad attitude formation.
It is dependerit upon a number of factors including peer/
rélations, environment, counselor g;idance, parental yélues,

status, and educational influences.

Literature relative to the various components ‘of society

and their 1nf1uences on a student to earoll or, not. to enroll
in vocatlonal\educatlgn'w111 be considered here. “Attltudes.

" or beliefs of\;tudent;, parents, counselors ana dfher educators,
1nduetry and the general pub11c toward vocatlonél education
w1ll ‘be examined, with the hope that such examlnatlon will

give a better understanding as’ to why studentg make the

T

. . .
decisions they do -concerning their future education.

’ .Y. ';- : ) 49 ' .




29

Some feel that vocational education is faced with a .
\

- - \\ - -
lack of prestige which stems\from societal conceptions |
present from its beginnings. der the years, vocational

education has been regarded as ghgehow less worthy than K

3

other aspects of learning. In A ﬁistory of the Problems’

of Education, Brubacher (1966) mainéh%ﬁe& that this is a

remnant from Athenian culture. The Gfgfks excluded voca-

tional training from the school curricudum. "True," said
Brubacher, "there were artisans and tradesmen who worked
as freemen rather than as slaves and who accepted pay for
their services, Yet thesé men were degraded by the fact
that there were many ééilled slaves with whom they were in

competition. But above all, they were rendered servile by

the fac; théf %hey worked with their hdnds,'?23

fhe fact remains that education and work were seen as
being unrelated realms, a concept that seems to have persisted
over the years. No formal education whatever was necessary
for those who labored with their hands. For centuries, all
they needed to know could be learned ;nformaily in the course
of their daily tasks. One realm was an education of thinking;k‘
“the 6ther realm an education of doing. This has developed
into the foundation for the measurement of effectiveness in
education. The more purely mental an educational endeavor,
the more valuable it is in the respect accorded to it.
- - This was the origin of dualism in the classes of |

society--one class of working with one's hands, the other

; 2330hn S. Brubacher, A History of the Problems of
- Education (New YorK: McGraw-HiIl Book Company, 1966), p. 83.
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class of learning by éhinking; Brubacher cqntinue&, "fhere
is no middle ground in this dichotomous class structure,"24
The kinds of education befittiﬂg these two sqciai clasﬁés
have—many impiications goncgrnéd with the perceptions for\iy
. today's education. S;aiiworth (1972), in his article on '
“the stigma toward trades and other vocations, said, "The
stigma is real and cannot be predicted to vanish Jjust

because it is troublesome, even with an effective propa-

ganda program designed to eliminate it, until certain social
conditions vanish from the-American scene."25 He also
observed that certain occupations bear this social stigma
and are shunned by those ghq might do well in éursuing them. .
Generations of American yéuths have been told that going to
college is the gateway to fuller participation in society.
Hydé (1968), who concerned himself with counselors' percep-
tions toward post secondary vocational and technical educa-
tion, felt that this stigma developed from the structure

of American schools which were patterned after the academic
schodls of England. "American schools," he commented, "were
designed to provide a continuous educational program from

elementary school to the university. Success in this school

system was measured bf\progress up the academic ladder."26

241pid.

ZSHerbert E. Stallworth, "Trades and. Other Vocations,
Why the Stigma?," The Clearing House, Decerker 1972, p. 215. .

»

26E1don Keith Hyde, "School Guidance Counselors' Per-
ceptions of Post Secondary Vocational and Technical Education
and Factors that Contribute to These Perceptions" (Colorado
State College, Greeley, Colorado, Summer 1968), p. 8.
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The aﬁpafent lack of status for vocational éﬁucation in-
the ‘secondary schools, where college preparation is strgssed,
may -be ;he rationale for the detrimenta@chpbepés whicﬂlh;ve
develope@ toward vocaéipnalAeducatidn} ‘Rumpf stated in‘; l

1975 article in American Education that, "Vocational educa-"

tion . . . was regarded as somehow less worthy than other
_aspects of learning and therefore not appropriate as a.
classoom enterprise."27 . This point of view has persisted
over the centuries..

Educational prestige is an important factor of our
society, and traditionally vocational education has been
looked down upon ‘by many academic educators and the public.
The National Advisory Council on Vocational Education, in
its first report, stated that: - L

At the veéry heart of our problem is a national
attitude that says vocational education is designed
for somebody else's children. This attitude is
shared by businessmen, labor leaders, administra-
tors, teachers, parents, students,28"

A review of what these various segments of society feel is
essential for an overall picture of attitudes toward veca-

tional education,

Industry and Business ;

Industry and business over the years have shown an
interest in occupational-training. Students in cooperafive

programs are able to apply what they have learnmed in the

27Rumpf, "the Voc Ed Breakthrough,” p. 22. .

7

28pavid E. Smoker, "Let's Get Serious About Vocational
Education," The PTA Magazine, March 1974, p. 38.
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- clasgroom,tc actual job condigigﬁsl; In addition to
. gaétic?pqxiag in cooperative §é§grams, wany large‘compagies
are establishing their own programs to train students im -
prograns caii%d un-the-jé?'training.‘ .
. It is geﬁerali& ég&nqgleéggd that cooperation between .
‘, seconddry edu?ation.agd(indﬁstry'i§ of.bgnefit to both
_parties, and that inéﬁstiy has a p;éitive ?erception tcw;ni,

,Vg&ational education. It is also quite common for industrial;

“ehterprises to present secondary $chools with teaching.mate~
. rials. The maiﬁ point of this is .t to save*pub}ic money
but rather to develop exchanges which will enable industry to
* recruit young étaff of goo& quélity. Many large enterprises
. report that they are very satisfied with the results of .
this policy. »
N S Another' important part induscry should play in the .
guidance of students is supplying career information at -
different stages in their education. Flandrg (1973) sadd:
Secondary school pupils ought to be able t6 obtain
all the information they need about:employment .
prospects, the medns and avenues of -access and ° -
the qualificationS‘reguired, the pay scales and
the opportunities foxr“social and'pfofes§§onal i
advancement offered by particular jobs. .
‘He also advised that in order to bridge the gap between school
and working life, it is important that there shorid be real

contact between education and'emplayers, and that there

- . 3 ’
© 2% T. Flandre, "Secondary education, training and
‘ employment: ~ vocational iraining--institutions or cogs in
the economic machinery?,™ Prospects, Autumn 1973, p. 346.
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‘their own “apprenticedhip: grograms;"sg

issues in.vccatibnal educatibn} Gne of the basic controver-

"education programs:

33

should be an exchange of views to pr&vent magunderqtanding

N

tuward skill cccupations. o S~ )
One aspect of 1ndustry which &aes not suppart the goals

of WOcational educat;an is the labor unzons. Hyde, in hxs

study on p&rceptions of vscational education, stated "Labof

unions have not been favorabla to ac»unatzenal e&ucaﬁzan.

* They have felt tne need for control of the manpawer entry

into trades and have not encouraged job train;ng ‘ougside -

Several of ;he*éeneral,public's vigws are Eontemnorary

. 5ies in vocational education is the ewtent of public respon-
qxbzlaty for training in Specific oc cupatzsns skills which (
aiqo may be a2cquired through private arrangemﬂnts or lndustry.
Purnell dnd Lesser (1969) Izsted‘sgvgral factors to sugport |
this controversy of ‘critics’ feelings tdkaréfvacatiqnal

1 Vocational programsAf#il to . train students - 4
’fi_ - adequatety - '
| 2. Facilities are toa costly And}becane obsoleta
3. Placement in a vacatianal progran tends to

lower, secial expectations fnr these ‘srudénts

¥

30Hyde, “School Guidance.Counselors' Perceptions of .
Post Secnndary Vocational and Technical Education dnd Factorg
that Cantributﬁ to These Perceptzons,“ p. 3.

»
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.- ‘ ?arnel’ and Lesser's ﬂtuiv resalts indicated that rpany of
. -~ )
the hfﬁtl»\‘ sters Gtgp@& taaazd yonational elducation wers
~umkarranted ana inaccurate. r o
- N . A_ T 7 ) 7 ~
Farents . . S )

“ﬁﬂ prest. ¢ ascribed to e Q»CMWJSLQQ,J parentﬁ 15

‘3 urce of 3 brﬂis znilueaca upﬁn ﬁtuiﬂntf° pprcﬁpticﬁ* and
. Znaalsda atoat vocstional piuaaiﬁzai #5 vated by Seoker,
7par&ﬁt$ teaﬁ to pulde their children ééa% from careers tn
Tocerne a iikar, indas tr; ger%icg trades, and sub-professions.

Qgé-tiﬁa a?&iﬁ uhat Spoker sard: UAt the very heart of our

"‘ﬁ
"
€y
vy
o
o

B 3 g:ngtxgngl atritide that says vocdtioral education
15 desipnod, for sohehedy eloe s children,” 32 He continusd

that pany student: who make inappropriate chelces are

* wictime of the navicnal yearming for educational prestige, '
R ! . 1 A : e
sften boduost the . Folks alasys wanted ther o ga tw sallege.

"y

Pge, in L wthﬁ wf early detﬁr@inateg“af varationsl

. wducatinn, xgreed.  In her thq@;?A:h;t wolational chodge i
: ; |
affeqted beiause 3 ﬁrﬁﬁgsjfiaiiﬁn %;p ‘tetwesn parent asd

child wxasts, she stated that, “Sarly esporicnce amd later

¢

artatudes, wmtere it and Ather perss ﬁ&iti Cfaeters L L oL o

- b
R - ¢ - . ” *
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~  Qccppationdl dissatasfaction of the parenfs may be
another facror in the fornation of parentaIAinfiuﬂnces upon
the child. KaZzanas and Wolff (1972) concluded th at the -~
dissatisfiad worker is thus a prodable scurce of bias per-
lcaptﬁonﬁ ypon the career choice of his*éﬁildrgn in school.3*
Studies of parental influenae on vocational interest by

‘Hollender (1372} suggested that parental influence in

younger high school years {junior high scheel) had a )
positive aarrelation with accupaxionai'iﬁ%ereft;fard :ﬂét,
“The yreater the number of pasztive vocational interests
the :azh r has, the pr&ater the nurher of the son's total
1nture§t” »35 Other facts pointed out in the study were
that wollege studentf tended to come from smaller famxlzé
ard thut thé father's occupation had influence in the
T itudent's yadational interest. =
Agadenis 1astruciion versus ﬁtﬁﬁpatignal instrustion
‘35'3 §§ﬁtlﬁﬁiﬁ§ contyoversy. This issue was presented in
%z seyent of the (55 teletision propran “&Q iinutes™ on
Fubruzry 23, 1976, Iﬁ@ basic fecling brougnt ferth through
LBtEYVICYR wis that bath §t%§8ﬁt§~3ﬁd their parents indicated

N * ITrvny Cormitrent toward 3 ¢ollege educatios.  Students

-

Mg, 00 razanas and L. C. Wolff, “Peveloprent of
Ty Haibit: inm ”nf Attonzl t&ﬁ’dtiﬁﬁ’*ﬁﬁat the Literaturs
Indicates,” Journal of Industrial Teoachedr Euﬁfattﬁﬁ i,
1972, . 49,

%Jﬁhn Hollender, “Dusferential Furental Influen.
9% Vadxtional Intereit Useeloprzat in Adolezcent Male
dxarnal of Vecatiunal Behavior, Janeary 19727 p. 74.
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felt that to get ahead in life they must have a "sheepskin."36
Caroline Bird was interviewed on that Feb?uary 22 segment of
“60 Minutes™ about her book, The Case Against College. In »

"*-s_mi’ /
her book, she sdid, “College is good for some people, but is

not goed for everybody;“37 She further stated, "How pareats

feel about college is sometimes the key to whether a student

138 ] T
L

applies, goes and stays . .
A conclusion to be drawn from the various readings on

this subject could be summed ué by the following statement

-

from Career Education and the Elementary Schooz Teacher:

For career education objectives to be realized,

it is essential that parents become aware of

how attitudes-in the h¥me affect their children's
orientation to the working world. Efforts should
be made to adopt, change or modify phreggal .
attitudes relating to career education.

<

The School Systenm X

The school system itself-may influencai;hé attitudes
of the students to enrcll in vocational education, As
previously ncted, it 15.commpnly accepted that schools
place more emphasis upon the college preparatory curriculum
than upon the preparation for a trade or skill. Hesearchers
have reported that a lack of knowledge of vocational educa-

tign and 1t: opportunities are widespreszd.,  Gardner {(1973)

Meps, Y60 Mingtes,” 22 Februsry 1976, Marley Safer.
3?3i;d; The Cass &gainsi Eﬁlleaég p. 24
3%1nid., p. 13,

'Egzennath B. Hoyt, Xanzy M, Pinson, Darryl Larapore and

Garth L. Yangos, Cavesr Educatisn and the Elementary Teacher
{521t Lake City: diympus Fubl1shing Comgany, 19737, G dai.
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. B —
felt that many administrﬁtozs;gpd counselors seemed

unresponsive to the problem at hand and the advantages

of vocational education. He found'thét;'"Many of the less
favorable perceptions of school personnel toward vocational
education can, perhaps be attributed to a possible<1ack of ~
knowledge about vocational education. 40 I

-

It has alsoc been found that a lack of interest might

be due to the lack of prestige. Stallworth explained that
there is a " ., ., . stigma of relative unworthiness that is
attached to a large number of vocations in the society."41
Although some studies show that students hold attitudes
favorable toward vocational education, they do not attempt
to determine if the fav&rable attitudes are of sufficient
strength to warrant a commitment on the part of the student
to contemplate enrcllment in vocational offeringz. In many
- cases, students not only took a negative perception of
vocational education, but they also " , . . believe the
present educational system is notAfulfilling i;s responsi-
bility zuccessfully."42Z This concept is implied by Moulette
(1972), who stated that, "Students have negative attitudes

toward education due to the lack of relevance in the standard

4aﬁlen Martin Gardner, "The Asscciation Between Local
School Administrators' and Counselors’ Attitudes Toward
¥ncational Education” {(Qklahoma 3tate Department of Voca-
tional and Technical Ed., Stillwater, Oklahoma, 1973), p. 22.

41$tallworth, “Irades and Other Vocations, Why the
Stigma?,” p. 215.

4ZGearge W, Neill, "The Reform of Intermediate and
ondary Education in California,” Phi D=lta Kappan,
ruary 1476, p. 394,
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curriculum patterns."43 At the present timé, only one out
of every ten students without plans to attend college leaves
thg secondary educational system with some specific occupa-
tional preparation.44 As shown by a survey presented at the
1975 International Conference on Education, “About fifty

percent of our.high school students are in the so-called

general track, which prepares them meither to go to college,
nor to enter a 5ob. Nearly 2,500,000 students leave . . .
each year without adquate preparation for careers."45

Sobol (1971) found that; "There is a widespread feeling
among our young people and a growing number of adults that a
broad gap e®ists between school and 1ife."46 The feeling
seemed to be, Sobol said, that because of outdated curricula
and outmoded instructional practices, the school had almost
lost touch with the reality of the world around it.

Although national data is lacking, the results of
several state studies indicated clearly that there was
unfavorable feeling toward vocational education within the

secondary schovl system. Baker (1974), in a preliminary

437. B. Moulette, "New Philosophies, Rewarded Efforts
and Improved Strategies for Career Education," Journal of
Career Education 1, 1972, p. 12.

44ncolorado State Plan for Vocational Education 1976
(The State Board for Community Colleges and Occupational
Education, Denver, Colorado), p. 142.

4S"Secondary Schools, Training and Jobs," Intellect,
January 1975, p. 212. ) -

46Thomas 50bol, "The Eroader Meaning of Articulation,"
Phi Delta Kappan, September 1971, p. 25.

DG




.39
investigation on teacher and student attitudes toward
vocational education, remarkeé that, "The emphasis in the
‘average high school today is upon college preparat%on
despite the fact that less than 20 percent of the jobs in
the nation's work force require college preparation."47
éhaffer's (1976) statement that, "The Bureau of Labor
Statistics projects a long-term surplus of cellege graduates

reaching 140,000 annually by 1980,"48 indicates the dilemma

which he felt wgll likely result. Fernig (1973) felt that
placing such emphasis upon cbllege preparation while virtually

ignoring other types of preparation implied an inferior status

- for students in vocational education. "The first problem for

educators,” said Fernig, "is to conceive and put into practice
a total system in which formal education and vocational
training find an equal ﬁlace."49 Recent educational concern
emphasizes the importance of placing more value on the student
who is training for occupational fields and the change from

/

an inferior status for students in vocztional education
!

programs.
A description of the school environment by Rhodes

(1970) included the attitudes of students as critical

476, E. Bake}, "A Preliminary Investigation on Teacher
and Student Attitudes Toward Vocational Education," Journal
of Industrial Teacher Education, Summer 1974, p. 19.

48Richard A. Shaffer, "Down the Ladder," The Wall
Street Journal, 16 January 1976, p. 1.

49160 Fernig, Introduction to "Elements for a Dossier:
Secondary Education, Training and Employment," Prospects,
Autumn 1973, p. 326.




’ opinions ‘dand knowledge about occupational education as

. in a standard. general secondary education.

40
learning factors. He considered favorable concepts a
prerequisite to the students' efforts to learn;50 Many

other studies have indicated the importance of students'®

the influencing factor to take vocational education. The

-

ddﬁiqant characteristics of the motivating factors are a

positive concept or attitude toward socially useful work

. ‘The importance of attitudes as part of effective

’ *

training in vocatjonal education courses was reported by

Kazanas aﬂ& Wo%ff in the Journal of Industrial Teacher

L

_ Education.  They, stated, " . . . that to maximize training

on effective work habits, positive attitudes toward work
may be a necessity."sr Greenbaum and Henrickson (1957)
pointed out that attitudes affect " . . . what one does,
whom oné knows, and often how one thinks,"52
Conant (1941), in speaking of the relative merits of
education and desirable opportunities available, indicated:
It is a4 very unfortunate fact that false prestige
implying a higher social status for those who have
"attended" college constitutes a threat to improve-
ments long overdue in educating youth. That educa-
tion beyond the high school is a longer education -

is no reason to regard it as a better education. —
Full-time education beyond high school is desiratble

507, A. Rhodes, A System for the 70's, Vocational
Education and Guidance {(Columbus, Ohio: Charles E. Merrill,

.1970), p. 1E.

Slyazanas and Wolff, "Development of Work Habits in
Vocational, Education--What the Literature Indicates," p. 49.

52J.nGreenbaum and H. C. Henrickson, "Attitudes Toward
Work-~-an Education Problem," Education Digest 22, 1957, p. 37.
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only to the extent that it develops further the
potentialities of the student. . . . Snobbery that
equates the length of education with its value has
placed in some areas, especially wealthy suburban
communities, a stigma upon high school vocatiomnal
education. This snobbery can well be held Tesponsi-
ble for the misery and frustration of many suburban
children whose academic talents do not qualify them
for advanced academic work. Moreaover, such a view
runs completely counter to our frontier-derived her-
itages of equality Jf status for all forms of honest
labor. There has been too much taik of the "necessity" *
to go to college in order to get ahead. Qualities of
leadership, perseverance, honesty, and common sense
are not found solely on college campuses.®3

As pointed out previously, indications are that voca-

/
tional education is faced with a lack of status or prestige

because of attitud?s that have &éveloped with its history.
This seeming lack of status for vocational e@ucatioﬁ in the
secondary school setting where college preparations are
stressed may be detrimental to the formation of positive

opinions or attitudes toward vocational education. "At the

heart of the problem," according to Career Education: What

.

It Is and How To Do It, "is a false societal attitude that’

worships a college degree as the last and-:surest ro6ad to
occupational success, "4
"We are faced with a choice between the work ethic . . .

and the new welfare ethic . . . ,"55 said Gimlin (1973),

53James B. Conant, Slums and Suburbs (New York:
McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1961), p. 109.

S4Kenneth B. Hoyt, Rupert N. Evans, Edward F. Mackin
and Garth L. Mangum, Career Education: What It Is and How
To Do It éSalt Lake City: Olympus Publishing Company, 1972),
p. ng ’

55qut Gimlin, ed., Editorial Research Reports on the

American Work Ethic, Congressional Quarterly, inc. (Washington,
v.C.: n.p., IB73), po L. '
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managing editor oftlie book Editorial Research Reports on

the American Work Ethic. "It is éstimated that over forty

"' million of the forty-six millionxétudents now in schogl will
not graduzte from cOllege,"56 Flﬁnders predicted En 1970.
A college degree off?red no as#ﬁrance of a job. Accordihg
to numerous forecasts, job progpects woqld remain dim in

several white collar professions for years to come. These

changes were brought'about by such diverse factors as
uncertainty in the national economy, a slippage in the rate
of population growth, and a large outpouring of graduates in
the past decade. Battelheim of the University of California
told the House Special Subcommittee on Education in 1969
tﬁat, "In my opinion, there are today far too many students
in-college who have no business to be thére. o o . ﬁany would
be better off in a high-level ﬁfogram of vocational education

which is closely linked to a work pregram. . . ."57

Counselors

Another major influence on the attitudes of the student
is the counselor. In recent years, there has been a rapid

expansion in the efforts of the secondary school to provide

S0Russell Flanders, "Employment Patterns for the
Seventies," Compact, August 1970, p. 7; reprinted in
Editorial Research Reports on the Amevican Work Ethic,
Congressional Quarferly, Inc. (Washington, D.C.: n.p.,
1973, p., 103. r-

37Bruno Battelheim, Testimony hefore the House Special
Subcommittee on Education, March 20, 1969; quoted by Flanders,
"Employment Patterns for the Seventies:" reprinted in Edito-
rial Research Reports on the American Work Ethic, p. 104,
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students with more information pertalnlng ‘to occupational
educatlon. chool guidance personnel are one of the majer .

means 1nvolved to help students appraise‘théii'ﬁocational‘

-

' interests and provide a channel to enéér the.occuﬁation¢ "
‘ education system. There is evidence that one of the 1mpor-
tant needs in present and future educatlon 1s-vocat10na1
guidance. There are many alternat1ves to college avallable, ‘

Caroline Bird pointed out in The Case Against College--

apprenticeships, training programs, armed forces and many

others. She also indicated that high school students who
want to enter the job market upon graduation do best with
vocational training.58

Although Omvig (1973) found, in discussing counseloré'
attitudes toward college preparatory and vocational education,
that, "As the results of this study were analyzed, it be;ame
increasingly apparent that counselers were not advocating - .
the overthrow of college preparatory education in favor of
vocational education, even though they rated vocational
education significantly better Ehan college ?rebaratory
education,"sg meny counselors today seem to have a negative
image of vocational education. Hoyt (1970), writing about
the image gap in vocational education counseling, said,

"Counselors must be aware of the reasons for this image and

53Bird, The Case Against College, p. 202.

39Clayton P. Omvig, "Counselors' Atvtitudes Toward
College Preparatory and Vecational Edecation,” Vocational
Guidance Quarterly, December 1973, p. 144.
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study ways that the image can be made positive,"60 Hoyt “:v oo
listed several negative perceptions toward vocationai
education held by high school counselors:
1, They are skeptical that it is possible for
vocational educators to adequately train
skilled technicians and craftsmen at the

secondary level

© 2. They view in a negative light the claim

that vocational education prepares people

for gainful employment after secondary
graduation ,

R 3. Many uphold the perception that vocational
education haé‘failed to'offér a sufficient
variety of cﬁo&yes to students

4. Vocational education exists as something
separate and apart from the regular
"academic™ school ‘

Hayt felt that these negative beliefs probably influence ”

students to choose acadenmic careers rather tﬁan vocétional

careers. He further indicated that counselors with such
perceptions responded by simply failing to talk with many

of the students about opportunities in vocational education.®!

Venn (1%67), in his study, made the following cbser-

vation: "The low repute of a program is harmfal in many

60kenneth B. Hoyt, "The Image Gap Vo-Ed Counseling-~1ts
Causes and Correction,” 3chool Shop, February 197¢, p. 41.

5l1bid., pp. $1-43.
69
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ways: good students shy AWAY s & s » other.educators:shew
little interest."62

In 2 study to investigate the attitudes of.seconddry
school guidance counselors toward trade ané industrial .-
education; Prichard®s (1968) findings indicated that,
"Couﬁseloys did not have a very‘favofahle attitede toward
blue collar occupations."$3 Caroline Bird said about
‘students going te college that, "If parents don’t push, k
high schocl counselors may conceive it to bé4thei; duty

to do the puéhing for them."64 In The Guide €o Vocational

Education in America: Trenés to 1978, Hoffman séaxed,fhag,

"Most ccunseléfs kncﬁ‘very little abeu@ the world of work.
Students, young and adult,.simply are not receiviné career
counseliﬁg services at any point in their ¢chool careers.™95
Gardaer's ¥esearﬁh in&ic&ted that school teun&sloré oftén
have a ™ . . . positive attitude toward vqcationai educa-
tion . . . only for the right kind of $tﬁéﬁﬁf**tﬁ& low

~academic one."%®  prichard felr that if students were to

%2Grant Venn, *Man, Education and Work" (American
Council on Educatiosn, Washington, D.C., 1967), p. 34.

63Neal W. Prichard, “Counselors View of Trade and
Industrial Education in Wiscomsin" (Stout State University,
Yenowonde, Wisconsin, 19638}, n». 35,

53pird, The Case Spainst College, p. 1f.

$3Hoffran, The Guide to Vocational.Education in
smerica:  Trends to 1978, p. 17.

-

. B%ardner, "The Associaticn Between Local Sehool
ddminastrators' and Counselors' Attitudes Toward Voca-
tional Education,” p. 51. -
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have good vocational guidance from counselors, the counselors
) - ‘ g )
should complete a course in vocational education and gain

rare knowledge on the principles of vocational education.b7

* & -
M v

) Comprehensive School Versus
. Area vncationgl School

Cne of the major disputes of the geneyal public.

regayding vocational education is whether vocational

education should be(§rovid§§ in comprghensivé high écheqlﬁ .
or in’‘specialized (area) vocational high scﬁaois} Conan%
(1967}, a strong advocate of the comprehenmsive hiéi schaol,
Wrote: .

My inclimation is strongly in favor of including -
vocational work in a comprehensive high school
instead of providing it in a separate high

school., . . . I helieve it is important for

the  future of Americun depocracy to have as -
close a relationship as possible in high scheol
between the future professional man, 'the future
craftsman, the future manager of industry, thé

future lstor leader, the future salesman, and

vae future engineer. As I have often stressed

in oy, writings, I am convinced that one of the
fundamental doctrines of American society is - ../
equality of status in-all forps of ggnegt labor

as well 25 equality of opportunity. R

Conant pointed out further that the cost of transportation,

the breaking up of peer and comrumity ties, and fewer

gpportunitics for extracurricular interaction were some
of the Jisadvantages of thz specialized (arpa} vocational

nivch schaol.

?yPriﬁha;d, “Loaunselors View of Trads snd Industrial
Eduscation in Wisconsin,” p. 35,

- Vs
- &4, 5. Conant, The Copprehensive Hioh Zohool (New
Tork:  Mohraw~Hill PubliSRIRR COnpany, 196 ). ph. G2<63,
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Jride 50?9‘:ﬁﬁ¢iﬂli&&ﬁ tr&xn ng and hdve better cqu&pment

~ xnfer;arxt) on their part.69

'da not differ frcm,tho se of araaemiCAJnd comprehensnve bzgh

. dszart,t agpetza of the zotal .area of inquxry

ot students, parents, and.busincssmon toward the public

schowls' pducataonal programs and students' secupational

Those fawor;nv $eparate specialized (area) vacational

A}

hz&h achoals argue that these institutions axe ible to pra‘

and fa;ilities‘ Evans® {1971} Qpinian was that remo'ung
yocational studenss from the academic environment of a’ .

regalar h:bh school tended to eliminate any feoelings of

s

s

" Data reported by Flanagan, et al. (1362) for Project

& M

Taieat indicated that, “?bcational ki gh school ﬁaciiities

- "v

schools in a gatiénal sample. ”79 | C ot

Previous Studies Donme
IR COLOTAd0

Stud;a” by Y lentina, Rafheﬁﬁerg, and aeider dﬂn@

s

aince 1@?ﬂ in Colorado regarding attitad 25 Teward vocaz;cnal

edacataﬂn nere revieved. Esch ﬁcﬁc&rned himself 31:& slyghtly

~

.3ieﬁtxn@, in 1570 and 1ﬂ?1% ﬁondugted sever41 - 1 Ry

Conmunity sury ays regarding the educational perceptions

aspirations. The resulte of his studies generally showed. . ”

- that artitudes or perceptions toward vecational dducation

*

% ' L
5*&upert %. Evans, Fgundatienx 0t Vocarional Education
(Columbus, Qhro:  Chas. E. ‘ﬂértzil, 7Ly, s RILR ‘

My, Flanagan, J, T: ﬁa;lug, M, F. Shycoft, DN, %, Grr,
and V. -oldoers, Studics of *ﬁ# American Hich School {Pr@;
~Talent Gffice, ThE UGIVETLILy OF PItioburdh, 19570, P 3.
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into egqually spaced wnits along 2 continuum. This technique
15 kncan 3z the "rmethod of egual appearing intervals.”’%

In the methsd of equal apggaring intervals, distribu-
tizns for.each apinion statement are recorded shoaing the
frequency with which 1t appears in each of the units of the

continuur.  Statistical analysis i1s then erployed on cach

staterent t2 ascertain its differentiating gquality. The

rost difforentiiting statersnts are uced to construst the
finzl attitude scale and cachk staterent is given a spe cifx
ziale walaz. Thoze ztatewsznts xndxfatxnr 3,1&#9?"51& aftzhade
are penarally given 2 low valus, ah;le thouio 1mp1?1ng an’

vin high valuez. The respondent

unfavorable attitude are st

* &

15 asked to chock evcry statermsnt that geprszies his gttitude
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2ttitude, while responses of Adicagree for the other half
: reprezests i faverable attitude, After the scale has been
éémxniztered, the 1tenms arz analyzed by any of several item
analysis procedures. A simple procedurs, perhaps the simples
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15 that of tiking a2 specified
from work the top and borten o
senyes.  Tne final attitede scale 17 formulated b7 sglecting
tarnly tu tWenty-five of the rost dizcriranating 1tess from
the total list. Livert cliaircd this tecknique cave; great
o2l of tams and labor oan proparing the inntrument by elird-
BAtIng the necestaty of using judpes. He belicved that the
rofuitt obtarned from e of this tochnigus were conparable

aath thoase abtaiped Wy using the Thursitnne scals
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53
generalized scale can be prepared in a manner which results
in considerable saving of time and labor. Remmers maintained
that a generalized scale may be used in measuring attitudes
toward a variety of attitude objects or subjects.
After careful investigation of the Siricus measuring

devices available, whick also included sxténsive study of

Edwards, Technigques of Attitude Scale Construction,79 an

nstrument was constructed, the purpose ‘of which was to
identify and measure student, rarent, and counselor
percepiions and attitudes toward vecational education.
Procedures for selection of this instrupent aps discussed

further in Chapter 3.

. , .

rllen L. Faunenn v Iechnigues of dtvitude Seale
Lomateartann iew dork: AppTetorn Tentur y - Cinfi, . Inc .,
4344
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CHAPTER 1II
PPOCEDURES

Intraductigg

, The procedures used in obtaining data AECQQSQTY for
the completion of this study were as follows:
1. Construction of the Attitude Questionnaire
2. Dﬁvelapmen£ of Data Gathering Instruments
3. Selection of Participants
4. Collection of Data

5. Bnalysin aof Data

Lonstruction of the Attitude Questionnaire

After reviewing nmerons questlommalres that had been
wied in previows studies, as waell as soveral standarddzed
attitude yuestiommalres, the decision was maéé to consfruct
one that would more clowely meet the need. of this atndy, .
In an artempt to reach the goal of making a queqtionnnd e
relevsut to the group to which It wo, to hr]ﬂdminia%crvd,
quettions ware drown from 3 groop of poople tqn&iﬁtiﬂg af
ning hlgh ~choal vocational educiation teachers, nine wecopd
ary academlc teachers, twenty-five high school students,,

fonrtesn parents, apd thirteon “ocondury comnelor.. Lach

Wi glyen i vheot ta £511 out that anked them to write tun

ctntencnts that wonld indicate o pr:ramx”-; lvnnwlnd}g( of
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vocational education, one statement that would indicate the
status of vocational education, and three statements that .
would represent an attitude, either favorable or unfavorable,
toward vocational education (sce appendix A). Items were
also drawn from previous studies done in this area. Dr. Ivan
E. Valentine, Colorado State University, was kind enough to

grant permission to use anything needed from his quostion-

naire,! and some {tems were uscd in the questionnaire
finally constructed for this study (sece appondix D).

The procedures used to construct, validate, and check
the reliability of the attitude quostionnaire are those
recaommended by Edwarrs.zl '

L. A 1ist of sixty statements related to voeational
education was made up from those previously obtained, with a
responss in th;‘fﬂrm of a Likert-type scale, uilug SA, A, I,
By nnd 5D, Five vocational education teachers were selected
A% peraons hnowledgeable about vocattonal educiation, and
Ehey were ashesd to rate pach question. They were told ta
consbder each ~tuatement Lo heing made by a per.on with a
favorahle attitade tovacd youist ional edncation or an mfarer-
able attrtwde toward vooat tans] e atinn -9 f favorahio it
Wan o grvese o b, ot i wufavorabile 0 00 The majority sncwer

Wi fhiu ol to ok npoa owoals for cach o tren, Fiveriahlae
e e e

Iivan 1. Vileutine, ™otudent? o Ldwcat vag Pegoeptian
Inventory ," {Roewcayrch Reporta, Cologada ctaty Usrver oty
Fort Collin-, taloradg, 19701971y,

2!\3!‘3” . r!‘,‘h‘l(ili", rﬂ*,hﬂi:!ljij% of Attitumde Y ate Caagg -
Srrnetion {Hew York Appletun” Contiy” Toofi, Tnd 71977y,

£
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questions werc rated SA = 4, A = I, U= 2, D= ], Si'= 0,3
while unfavorable questions were rated SA=0, Ax]1, U= 2,
=3, 50 =4,
) . =+ A sixty-item questionnaire was made up and adminis-
tered to a total of 174 students at E1 Paso Community College
and the University of Colorade, Colorado Springs. They were

asked to sclect the answer that best described their feeling

about the statement. The scere of cach test was totaled
using the rating scale above. The scores were then ranked
and .divided into three groups. Those in the top twenty-five
percent were considered to be most faverable toward vaca-
tional education, while those in the hottom twenty-five
percent wexe the least favorable. Only these two groups
were used in the following procedure. Responses to each
question were tabulated for ecach graup'separately.

I T L tost was run between the high and the low
groups, each having an n = 42, Edwards states that " we may
regard any tovalue equal to or greater than 1,75 as indicating
that the average response of the high and 1ow Aroups o a
statement differs sygniticantly, provided we have 25 or more
dbjects in the high proup and also in the Iéw grmup,”é The
resalts af the £ otewt indicated 2 Tow score of .07 and 1 high
of 8.50, Twentyv-foar statements weyre then selected from the

List with ot 2core ranging from 1,79 o %.%2.  These twenty-

3 - Strongly apree; A = Apree, It~ thdeeided,
B Dicagres; S0 o= Stropply Jdi.agree,

Hodward-, Technigues of Attitide Scale Conatruction,

B I, P

p. 15y, -

T
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four statenents made up the attitude portien of the question-
naire. The statements chosen were half in favor of vocational
education and half not in facor, to reduce the probability
of bidsing those responding. ’ i
4. To check the reliability, the questionnaire was

given to a pew group of students at the University of Colo-
rade, Colerade Springs campus {n = 26), and they were asked
to complete it following the same instructions as'givcn to
the previous groups. These TOSPONSes were tabuiaﬁed,
cbtaining a total score for the even-numbered statements
and a total score for the odd-numbered staterents, A
correlation wii then run for the total group between the
even and odd scores. The results showed a correlation of
L3, andicating the reliability to bé in an accepiable rénge*

, After CQmpletigs of the guestiopnaire, Br. Imain L.
Thatcher, Supervisor, Rescirch Depavtment, Zcheal Pistrict
*11, Celorado Springs, was asrked to leok aver the quUenTIen-
na1ve and the method of construction, validation, and cheok
of relaagbilitv,  He suggested minor word changes 1o three of
the statements, and stated thit he telt the procedures wore

well chosen and correct, and that the questionazire should

do the 1ob regquired,

Pervelopment of flatx Gaxthering Instruments

The questionnaire was Jesigned to be admisistersd to
three Jifferent groups of people -students, thoif parents,
and the covnselors who would nerially advise students

2ligidle fo enter 1 vocational program. For analysii, 1the

76
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groups were further broken Jdoewr ints five graupa-vvata:}anal
students, nom-wocational studsnts, parents of vocational
students, parents of non-vocational students, and councelors.
The gquestionnaires were presented in booklet fors
consisting of an A" part and a “B” part {sece gppendix B).
The A ﬁart was the é:txtade pertion and censisted of the

. - L 2 i
€t ot statemonts for 111 involved, Procedures for

Lame se
election of 1tems in the 3 part have beon preoviously des-
<ribed. ALl aroups were Jskeﬁ t2 read eack statement and .

narl the response [Strengly' agree, Agres, ﬁadeuzéﬁﬁg Disx-
gree, Strongly disagrec) that most pearly matched theoir oen

P

feelangs.  The counsclors wore also asked to mard s sccend v -

ﬁ

T

¢olumn xndzcatiﬂg how they f&lt pest parents of theiy cown-
selees would respond. The R part of the gue %tiéﬁﬁ&i“b wA%
difterent for esch af the three sroups {students, par2n¥s,

counselors).  S3tenents for the B opart were designed to

ebtawn the deregraphic and specific informatien neoded from |

#3ch group for the study. .
To atd in admanystoring the ngi?iﬁﬁﬁijréiftké Etgiégt : "

and p&rfﬁtféépiea HErT pal o antd 3 packet {zeg &gp&ni@x 2. * .

. 4

T The paskét oactited ot 3 large white enselope wi.h dastroc- A

Tioon plavnls poantod oo the outside . Thuww iRsTTCtions

ratorned the stadest that nside wauld be found
1, FPareat ar Cerﬁxgﬁ Intormataion Jard t !

. Stadent Jusstionnxgrs
3.0 Farent or Codrdian (oo tionnore {ormall TN RV

wnd the followiny an.truction.

W"s
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L. Fill cut the Farent or Guardian Information | -
Card and roturn to persen conducting survey ‘
betore you answer the Questionmairo.

2. - Fill cut the Questionnaire, ‘ R

3. Fut coppleted Student Questionnaire enly in-
this envelope; sval and return to person '
conducfing survey.

3. Take the Pareat or Guardian Quastiomna.ye
home and have it corpleted.

®. Have Parent or Guardian place completed
Questionmaive in envelope and seal.

G. ﬁﬁtgrﬁtyca: Parent or Guardian Questionniire
to person c@néucixag survey tomorrow. (Parent
@rxﬁﬁérdién miy prefor €o rail responses)

The F&:egt erﬁﬁaraizn information ;aré: the student ~guestion~

nitre, and the parent guestionnaire uere all nushered the sars

ta Aid an fodlowep of those parsat questionnaires not returned.

Ly piching op the anformatios card firrst and grayidiﬁg eRVEe -

Iopes for both students and parents to seal, the respondess

IR 0ach FTOuP wOF8 Fiven AN SPPOrtonity 9 Answer ac they

21t withoot wondoring »f sorncene is the lscal hgal Wil

rodd thear oasnors. Ty parant envelasp? had the returs

whiress of Japws Browpe-fary Clark sn it 5o the purent's

ot

responsy aauld be matled instead af returne? 2 thy sohool
LY 3t wus derared, 8 nurbeX weTe returhed in thic mannor.
Mromt oweak after thy Studont JusiliORRIATOT WeTe HAminiie

torad, A rrtarn 16p sac sady o the school to pach up parent

ou




r&sp&n&es returned to the school. At thgt tize, z large,
nre‘aéd'ﬂﬁ”@d, stamped cnvelope wis lofr with the school
ror f@raardigb additisnal parent responses received by the
schosl,

The counselsr gquestionnaires were alse givon out Wit
an envelope in Whlch 12 return then to provide as mﬁéﬁ
privacy as possible. In each school, the head counselor
was contacted, the ?ﬁI?QQE of the study osplained and hglp
»fequegteae A large, pre addressed ad ggﬂmpad envelope was
lefr With(ﬂ marling date on it for the raturﬁ af the oo
selor questionnaires.  This proved to ;; an eifective,
Ceffic cient way to receive the &ﬁuﬁﬁﬁigf suestionnzires, and

the results were very good. OF a posatble 103 returne, 9%

wird received ip this manner, -

The procedare for followup of parent gusstioanaires

A% v Sl 3 sedond questiemnalre o 13% A« T lotter snd
x pre-sddressed, stamped envelaps tH those whe had net i

roturasd ther to the schesls, spprosimately a weed after

o dest pnsd

%

they had hesn ~8RT hoce. & rominder card WisE als

»

to b zent absul Uho weeks after the second guestionnaire

-

for tha?z wha 2111 had not vitoracd them, -~

‘ iolection of Participants
- AFese Te he Aacluded in the %tad’ wWers Chaser so rhat
andinvs <onld b projestyd throuphost the sntire stats, of

L

7

codorsdn. Constdoration wan FIVen T incladﬁ Fyeise that wnuid

fepresiont the mayor partian of the population of Ihe Sty a5

1

8i '
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districts that wouid represem: ‘ﬂxe students enro:lxed ;

- K
- ;_;A,

aajor prograzs in ‘the stat&.

Ccloradeprmgs school Distri-.iﬁ 3.1 ; Po:t }!organ School

e J‘ L3

__Val"ay / Schoal Daisinct 51, and Pue’blo Schocl l}istric

3

1 Hwest of i?énver and’s

s ﬁepaxt en‘iz of Com ,rce:, Labomtories, Intemati' al'

L
N -

: fCompanf, an& ht:}xe '*Eatibgfml
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Tbchn:cai Center is also ;oca;cd thare, HithAaa &nrollnenﬁ
of 856 seccndary‘ﬁtudents, 41¢/post-secanda*y stuéeats, and
336 szmlt students.> 7 /- ‘ ) ’, S

K4

' ﬁclﬁrad& Springs

¥ r
-t ﬁ :

Colorado Springs, 7ﬁ ai’es south cﬁ'ﬂnivgr, is situaﬁaﬁ

—

on ‘the &astern slcpe af’the Rocky ountains. Et cove*s ag-
e .
area of some &8 square miles. The pcpnla?ion of the netro~

<=,

goxi ea‘ﬁor 1973 was 280,000 peaple, Th%sreprasenﬁe&

&n inc?ease af 64.2 perccnt £rom 1960 to 1970
{i Celc*a&c Syz&ngs has en empinymewt distribut icn ﬂhieh
( ?éfﬁects ﬁhe major in:luenﬁes % milzﬁar? activ;ty and resort
ek - ﬁeveiaymen: n the area. Government employmeﬁt,~nou including
‘ ﬁssignﬁd ﬁilitarv personnei; accaungs fbt abﬂaz 27 percenz of
tn; ko*al Sivil ian izkor f@rce, Qgrvice occupat;éas and
iraés aa&?vigies each account for about, 22 §ercent of

E

eagiavs&at. . .

.o

»
£

%annf&gturing, %ainh employs anly 11 percent.of the
‘ ciwiliav gorkevs, is aigﬁigzcantly less than either the state
‘or aatiﬁﬁal averages. éanufaﬁturing employment has ‘been
etg&rzegcing =trsng grawth, ﬁoﬁever, »hrougb aadltions of
new firme tg the, 8?%3 snﬁ expansions of axiszing companias.

The m&tropclizaﬂ a#ea is, serveé by. seven pubiic,achdci

s &~

fdistrit;s which have zer sez:t’g h o high schools, ‘twenty junior

Y

Q& h g& schseﬁsg and sixt)'six e;emennary fchoo;s. Colorado

Spriny" has four collages,xal; lacated 1th1n tne city

vl
7 L4

s

Sinformatien obtalged fram the aouléer, Cogeraéo‘
Ehambnr of Ccmmcrce.
8,3




s, zl Fz.50 Ecﬁaunzty tb*lage serves the cemﬁun*uy

& Wwo-year vccazionally*gﬁar&& instituticn, The Caicr&&c
Collegs, ‘foupded in 18&% is a priwataiy en&cﬁed non-
sectarisg, cceéﬁ:a»icnal 1nsﬁ{zutzdna. The ﬁnirﬁzsif"

of ﬁoior&dc at deior&és Sgriags is 4 @tatewsponsoreé
caeaucatianai ins:ifntian ng@r;ng bachelar’s degzees )

in aris ané sciga'as, bus*uass aéministratiom, e&ucation,.

and gnginaeting, agd.a&S%er’s degrﬁas #a bns n@ss,aﬂm:niﬁ*

tration, mathemafics, edacatian, elec:tical engiﬁee“1ng,

' and pn&liz administration, xazaranc Biﬁle Callege is ) /
21s6 located n Colerado éériaga,ﬁ S
Fore ﬁo*gan {(Morgan Ca&nt } ' ol _ N ‘? ‘

2
174

The Port 2ergan area, isclading the trwns of @igiinﬁ'

and Brush, is iﬁgh ted ih northeastern £olozaés ayprexim&:ely

' 75 mi'es northeast of r'nzer. Fort Morpan has'a ynpu;aziaa :

of §,00{; Wigging, 3423 aﬁd 3rusn, 3,37?..'?59 a*ea is ’
grig&%i?y agr cultaral bug does include a 5u§ar mili, .
gasaizaﬁ anﬁ natural gas plants,’ irrigat:cn pipe fncta;ies,
a Co f pack*np piarf and a modular home ulaa»,_

' The gubllc schoels enrc;l 1, ?96 e;ementar} ;tuaents,
850 jun or high szudantsa and 688 senior high students. .Gver

haif of the students are bussed into the schoois, Mo ré

N!

Caunty Ccmmnnzty COiLE”& is also iocatcd 1n Forc Morgan

A N
4 Vs L .
7 g

5Informa fon obtained from the cbgo%édq Spriags,

" Colorddd, Chauter of Comnmerce. ‘ ) .o

7inforastion obtained fram the Fort Morgan, Qplorédﬁ;
Chanter of Commerce.’ o . I
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'Th? Littleton school district was chossn to iapresent,

- the Dea?er cizy ares. Littletcﬁ is located in the ﬂoufh

<entral paortion of’the netropolitan arga. The D%nver matro-

politan drea is the twenty-sixth largest metropolitan area in

*Ha bnited Staves, aith an estirizted population of 1,560,000,
Denver's Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (S%SA -

a5 daf}nﬁd by’zhe Census Eureau) consists of Adams, Arapaé%e,

g
Eouiéxr, Beaver, Douglas, 1pin, and Jé€ferson counties,

For his s:hdy Beuldpr was ccnsfdered a5 a2 separate aread. .
- The ﬁgnverrmatroyoiizan arez is the ninth fastest

g%ouing in the H%%zgé Stztes. Population incresse between

126# and 1579 was about Ehirtégtwc percent. It is prcjgciﬁd

that ‘Demver wili .continue to grow at about the same rate

through éhe_lg?ﬁ'sg reaching & total pcnuiation of i 883,806

by 1980, srd doublimg its presén: populadion by the year 2900,

Penver is second only to Washington, D.C. *zavte;ms

of the level of edugational attzinment of its poppiatién.

The median number of school years completad by those who are

25 years-of-age v older is 1Z.6 in Denver and 12.7 in
Hashingzon, D C. In the Denver metropolitan area, .there

are nine fcur»year colleges and two junior c&liegesig

- Grangd Junction

Al

. L3
Grand Junction i3 located in the Grand Valley of the |

Colorado River in westérn Colorado. It is the county-seat

L]

- "

B1ns formation cbtaxnea fram the Senver Colorado, Chamber
of fommerce. .
7 ”~ ’ .
4 85 .
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of Mesa County, which is the most populous in all of weetern

Colorado. Grand Junction is a regional trade center because
of its access to major highway, rail, and airline systems.

During the 1950's, Grand Junction was the center of the
uranium exploration and development projects sponsored by the
government. As the %ation strives to meet current energy
derlands, the development of the vast supplies of 01l zhale
and coal in the region will have an impact osn.the Grand
@mﬁ@ﬂmmw‘Atﬁ&wmg@wﬁm@?mﬁ@nm
expandigg’and diversifying i§§726c%1 ec;naaic bade with
industrial and commercial ﬂevéla;ments.

" The population of this community has been grovwing
steadily during ihe past decade, and it is now the largest
city i§ westert Colorado, with an éstimated‘popuiazion of
’ 2?,§ﬂﬁ in 1%74, Mesa County had nearly 60,500 estipated
population in 1974, ;

Grand Junction is servéd hy Mess County School District
#51. There are nineteen eiggégtary schaéls, five junior high
séﬁas}s, twe junior-senior %igh szhooﬁs, and three Senior
high schools. Two vecational schools and three parochial
elementary schaols are also available. Grand Junction i§,zhe
home of Mesa College, which provides extensive vocational,
adult education, and academic coufses® to over 2,50§‘stvdénts:_
ThEIInterm0§QZain Bible Cellege and Western Colorado Univer-
sity are also located ir Grand Junction. -
In 1974, there were 26,560 Mesa‘®County residents in the

total labor force. Of this number, sixty percent were from
- £
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Grand Junction, wiih the remaining laboy force drawn from a
thirty-mile radius which includes Orchard, Mesa, Fruitvals and
several surrounding rural communities. The largest employers
are the retall and wholesale trades employing 5,400, followed
by the government (4,250) and the service industries (3§6$9);.

Agriculture and manufacturing zre also strong in the cammunity,g
N .

?nglc

Pueblo, 1ocated,apyroximate1y 25 miles east of the i

front range in,southern Colorado, has a cit; population of

157,600 people, and a county population of 126,000 people.

The raz% of growth in this area over thez past fifteen ynars
" _has beéd about seventeen percent.

The non-sgricultural wovk force numbers about 42,000,
while agricultugécaccounts for nearly 1,000 workers. The
CF&l Steel Corporaiion is the largest empioyer, employing
over 6,500 people. The other large empleyer is the Pueblo
Army Depot with approximately 2,000 employees. There are

. several other industrial firmsmgfgzgzing—ﬁxem two hundred
to five hundred people each.

Educational facilities include thirtv-eight elementary
schools, twalve nmiddle scﬁoolé or junior highs, and six high
schools, with a total e%yallmeat of 30,167 students. Southern
Colorado Uniyeysity is lacgted within Puebly, offering both

vocational courses and the usual academic offerings.lg

/I

,glnfOtmation obtained from the Grand . anctxcn Colorado,
817 of Commerce,

- 101nformation obtained from the Pueblo, Colorado, Chamber
of Cc.merce.
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Sunmary
. Reference to map 1 will show that with the exception

of the Fort Morgan/Brush area, ail surv&ys’were givon in the
population centors throughout the state. The Denver metro-
politan area, which includes both Littleton #nd Boulder, had

an estimated population 6f 1,511,722 in 1975: the Cola;adé1

Springs metropolitan population in 1973 was estimated to be
290,000 people; and Pusblo has a county populatipn &%’1265560
persons. Megza County, of which éraqﬂ Jnnctign,i§ the centér,
had a 1974 estimnte of 60,000 peoﬁle. The rnmaiﬁing area,
Mcfgan County, had a2 1973 population of 21,940, The arcas
represented in the survey contain a total population of |
é,ooz,7&a, while the state's estimated population for 1075
was 2,678,647, The 5reé§/included in thes survey thus’
represent approximately seventy-five vercent cf the

population of Colorado. .

Célleﬁtioﬁ of Data

A let¥er expiéining the purpose of the study was sent
to Dr. Calvin Frazier, Colorado Commissioner of Bducation,
asking for his supporr of the stu&y‘ll He later sent a
letter that could bso duplicated and used as necded gxpressing

5
his interast in the ?reject.}‘ A letter was then prepared

Y james E. Brown and Gary M, Clark, persomal ietter
dated Junez 1%, 1975, t5 Calvin M, Frazier, Commissioner of
Education, Colerado Department of Zducation (see appendix 3.

1% s s P s - .

*“£Calvin M, Frazier, Commissioner of Educatien,
Colorado Department of Education, lettsr to Brown and
Ciark dated October 7, 1975 (see¢ appendix C).

. - 88

[ Q ‘ ) QEE}’&




. .. 09 30133syq Tooyds oIqend o £ _IDI1IST Tooyss uefuoy 104 ¢ '
- 1S IDYAISIG TO0YSS Legres, L3uned wsay § LT 32123510 100yps sBurads opvacyon 7 “
L Q ADITIISTG Tooysg BOISYIITE € IDFLISTQ T4oYdR L3yrep Jepineg T D
£ __ QIAIAUNS SLBIUSIQ T00HDS &,
T T AR m re
W @ .uxs/,_ e ] .
& 4 vore | Y Y V
4 "us
- ] 23t
. .
| W ‘
o O
@ RCILID 8 b
- Ry 3 5-25
. —— T2 ey woves |
1 evasan RS RN, i Py o Tdl Linow Leradm
ALISNEQ NOILVINGOd 30 SYIINTD 0avdoToD
HNO HEANAN dVH :
N ‘ 1 qunaiy




69
to send to the suparintondents of each districﬁ; along with .
4 copy of Dr. Frazier's letter, requesting thc district's
participation,13 Upon return of a letter agreaing to take
part i the p:mjzac:t:,'}'4 the authors called the people
indicated by the,supérintandﬁnts and arrangements were made
£o adminiﬁtﬂr the questionnaires, Admlnistratxen 3f the
vocutibnal portion was done by Cla*k and the non-vocational
portlon,wns done by Brown. All questionnaires were adwinis-
tered and collected as soon us egch group was completed,
Bssuringfbnh‘hundréd percent veturn cf the student
qugétionnaires,

Bach district was asked to provide approximately 1258
vocational and 125 non-vocational students, if possible, to
be surveyed. Vocational students surveyed were from both
comprehensive high schools and area vocatiopal schools,
while the non-vocational students werg‘frem schools which
the vocational students would have éztended had they not
taken a vocational program. All non-vocational students
were selected by the individual distrigts and included
students from English, foreign language, mathematics,
science, and social science classes,

The number of 125 was picked, as this would assure
approximately one hundred students in each section. A totsl

3

of 682 vocational students and 601 non-vocational students

L3Capies of letters to the school superintendents are

included in appendix E. .
3

-

liCcntlrmaﬁzon letters from the school d;ﬁtflcta are
inciuded in appendx E.

¥ ~
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| completed the questionnaire, Voecational parents returned
eighty percent of tp@*ﬁﬂestionnaires, and, non-vocational
parents returned eighty*onerpércené, Ofrthe-coqnsalcrs
surveyed, 28 of the possib;e'iﬂs qugétionnéifea were
returned, for a total of~nin6iy*une percent, TaBie 1
shows the numbers and percentages of retuins 5ubm1tted,by
! parents and counselors from each d;stricz surveyed., As .
neted previously, student Teturn was cne hundreé percena.
. The subjetts taught undex the Trades and Industry and
Tochnical programs 85 teported by the school districts tq
the Colorado State Board fnr Community Ccllages ané.Ochpa»
' tional hducation in the ggll of 1975 incl dded fifty~ninek
different subject classifications with a total of 111552
students enrolled. The classes are provided in seyeral
different ways throughout the state. Some di#trict§ have
classes in the high scpcol itself (comprehaﬁéive high .
schools). Some are in.an aﬁéa Yocational schgalﬁi&ﬂ ﬁy
the school disprigt. Others contract with area vecarional
schools ‘or private gchools cutside of tﬁe district. In some
districts, a'combinaéicn of the different h ethods ic use;;-
Apnendix G shows the sub;ect classif;catxons nresentiy
being taught and the number enrolled in each. Also shown are
the numbers of siudents enrolled in the varfous programs in
each of the surveyed districts. T#enty-oha-§ifferent fro;
grams are r&presented in these areas, wiig a‘ﬁotal of

.

'3,205 students of the 11,552 aﬂrofiad‘in vceat*arri RTOgTamS

in the stafe, or approximately twenty p&rhent sf fhése

)
s

i- £ R - - - - = -
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TABLE 1

NUMBERS AND PERCENTAGES OF RETURNS OF QUESTIONNAIRES

pawIng ay sax;uuuotzsanb
. iarasvnos LR
paulniey saxysuvorysend |
I0TASUNO) JO XSQEMY -

SSITRUUOTISANY UBATD
SX079SUNC) JO IaquAN

i

pouinyay saxxnuuoz;saau
JUdIVJ [BUOTIBICA-UGN JO 3

; pan&niéa:saz;equ&;zsanb
1UDlBd TRUOTIVDOA-UON O Xaquny

»
-

saIyBuUoTISINY juepnag
gauotasnoA-ueh 59 Iaquny

POUINIVY SAITBUUOIISIAY
juete{ [UUGIIRION FO %

pauInlny seirzunorisond
juaigd I[PUOTINDOA FO Xaquny

SILTRUUOTISIND 1UIpNIg
T2UOTINDO0A JO Xaquny

Cities Surveyed

95
50
100
100
100
73
913

18
27+
20
16
(98

19
30

20 .
22

81%

82,
91
72.;
!
,86‘
77°

82
"t
76
80
80
. 84
488

94
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99
93
109

160
601
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71

.97

. 63
81
91
78
80%

14

’3‘2'4
9%
. 65

"

1%
84

105

543

116
96
103
140
92
135
682

Total

Colorade Springs.

Boulder

Fort Morgan
Grand Jgnction.
Littleton
Pueblo
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enrolled in state vocational programs. The twenty-one

programs represented account for 10,166 of the 11,552,

or eighty*eight percent of the students enprolled across
t};‘e state. |

* -

Analysis -of Data

The questionaaires were individuslly checked. ¥hen
multiple answers ﬁerg‘eﬁccuntered‘ they were racnéea ‘Iff

"xt was obviouq that .one- _nswer was apgrcpria:e, it was _‘

- marked; otherwise, the questlon was recoded to missing data.
For those questions that required. an open end Tesponse, the
‘regpenses were categorized and the questionnaires marked.

o The qﬁestienﬁaires were then taken to a commercial datai‘
processing company vhnre the data was punche& on computer o
cards. The d¢ta procegsiug company alsc checked and ver;fxeé
the cards. fThe computer used was at the University of 7
_Colorady with the spsgls package to analyze the data. - 5‘3

The Pearson Froduct -Moment Coefficient cf Corrnlaticn ) o
¥as computed for four of the hypothases. The nuil hypotheses

were rejected if the correlation was significant at the .01
ot .05 level, |

L
e

Where analysis ¢f variance and subsequent F test were

(i

%
ks Aot S i 5

used to test the significance of differences among variﬁus

-

"

groups used in ti‘s study, the .01 conxldence levela of ,

’ ) {
sign1 ficance were spec1fxca11v 1uent1f1ed. -
- +

3 * ¥

-

- 1S¥orman H. Nie, C. Hadlad Hull, Jean G, Jenkins,
Karin Steinbrenner, and Dale H. Bent, Statlstzcal Package
for the Social Sciences (¥ v York: Hcsraw -HITT Bogk
Cmmmw,l%v) ’




AP e
'

73

¥hen tha means of thn'grsaps were to be cemparea a
£t t8ST was used,and th& s;gnixicgnce Yevel of .01 used to

. test si gnifiqance.\ o : nL o

s

The remaining hypc:heses were testeé.uaing Chi-s square, 'wg

; ] and :he null hypstheses were rejectgd‘or accepte& at th&

> .01 1&?&1. : T ' . T . : - .

! s

Percentaqas ware figureu far the responses of the

e | {tems perysia*ng to the perceptions of vocational education,

3
L ot sl

These gerceatages ‘should be use‘ul to thase interestec in

aﬁfectzng th percegtions ﬁald by the v&ricus grcups,

-

.




CHAPTER. IV -

. ,?le?fﬁésf :E i

P e et prapey Sppyerten
. o f B

.
R

tical analyses nf the<hypothasesztesteﬂ and anAlateﬁgreuationf

of the ﬁata gathere& £br this study. The resu’ts w;ll be~
*.prasenﬁed By‘a listing o* thc hypctheses, 3nalysns ef’zbe
hypothezes, and aata related :o each.hypoﬁheses of tha

resvoadents* yerceptxons p&xtainxng to vocaszonai aducation.,

- ki

) Listirg of thg ﬁ?yothﬂsas

- %

1. ?hera i5 06’ significaat diffetence in attituu\ ‘
teward vocazianal eéucat;on hetween thcse

students E&king yacatianal}pducat on aﬁd

. A
- 2 -

those Wiho 60 rct.\

JZir Theve. is Do. signifgcani relaticnship between

h the uﬂdeﬂt'S decision to enroll in a voca-
tional edu aticﬁ“caurse and nis/ﬁe;gprxorw
knowle&ge of vocazional educaz%on.

3. Ther& is no sigu;ﬁicant relat:enship be“weeﬁ
a studentt®s career gaals and hxs/her ﬁeci5101
co enroil in a vocatxona‘ eduaat;on courseg

4. There is no sxgnifzcang ralationsh;p batwaen’
the lncome ievel of ;he family ana the" studant’

attinudu toward vocational eddcatzon.‘,
74 -
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o attituie towaxdévocationﬁi;educaﬁioa‘“
| 6., There is 10 sigaificanghﬂifiérenrg

,,r

Sou- = z- R ‘;; -l
¢~ " . "?*-
S . T

ﬁm —

B A/.;’ -

influence of paténtsg cduns&lozs,fau& yeexs

- én the azti tu&&.uadaxa vocétionai eéufatgo

- tr

‘of the vscatznnnl stu&enﬁ nna:ncn vc;aﬁionai

£ ’;v‘.’%
5 Lo T
£ - N £ el .
95 sEdE i . - » Teor o ),": oo < e
- Fa N - ST A - R
* .o - ‘A, - P72 \,

- _f,

x-‘

1.‘
the parentﬁ’ attitude toyard’ xocationai,iy

eduta?ion and.the stud»nf‘s at: tuﬂe tgﬁahd

R Y

?oca5ienal educatiana A

4

*

o= oo
Lyl

‘3; Thﬁre is no siéh,fiwant telationship‘bataﬁen
", the pareats® -kﬁewic&g& cF vacatxonalﬂsﬁucat;on
and their’ ad *&e roward vocational education. e

9. herc is no sigﬁifzcant *elatxons&;p %etﬁeen 4‘
the educational lnvel of the parent and his/ ’;“
her ar&itgde tow’rd ?0&8 tional edncatioﬁ — ¢ :,‘

10, There is no sigrtfic&ng rela;innsaiy between
‘a zaunselar’s %nowle&ge of garatignal e&uca- S

tion and his/her aznltude uﬁwafd vocat:onnl -

”\
EREEY

sducation, . . 2
11, There is no sxgnéfxuanz ralatxonship betweer : -
the ccunsekors’ work experience outsiqe the
3c1dem1c world aﬁd ‘the ratlo of cnunsélyas} .

enrolled in voaatianai education.

R I
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12. There is no significant difference in the

ratio of students enrolled in vocacional
education courses byfthose counselors with
3 favorable attitude toward vocational [ﬁ
education end those with an unfavdrable
attitude towgfd, vocational eduéati‘c;n. /

. : 13. There is no significant differente in épe
-parents' attitude toward v&éati‘ al education
and the counselors' perceptlon ::\;ﬁéxgsfents'

i attitude toward,vacatlonal educatxon. j a\\\\ﬁ
14, There’ 1s no sxgniflcant relatnonshlp bntween
a stuQent‘s grades and the coéngelpr 's

attitﬁde toward enrolling the sfudent in

. " - a vocational e@uchtion course, 4

15. There is<ﬁo signiéicant difference in the

attltudes of studenﬁs, parents, or counselors

toward vocatzonal educatlon amorig the metro-

politan areas of Colorado.-
, , ,

Analyses of the Hypotheses,

HYPOTHESIS 1. THERE,AS NO SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE IN

ATTITUDE TOWARD VOLATIONAL BDUCATION BETWEEN THOSE STUDENTS
TAKING VOCATIONAL EDUCATION QVD THOSE WHO DO N?T }
As can be seen from the’ 1nformat10n preséented in
table 2, a Comparison of the’ attltude §cores for vocational
and non-vocational® students indicates a sxgnlflcant difference

in attitude toward vocational education, with the vocational

3
9 L g B
s c.w*;r"j " - /

PN . -
S XSTL ..t - - -




students showing a more favorable attitude than the
non-vocational students,

Therefcre, the null hypothesis is rejected.

s

-

7  TABLE 2 .
COMPARISON OF MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES TOWARD VOCATIONAL

EDUCATION BY STUDENTS ENROLLED WITH STUDENTS NOT
ENRGLLEQ‘IN A VOCATIONAL COURSE

- Mean . 7
. : Standard Attitude =
Group ‘Number Deviation S;bre‘ .t

Vocational L . 7
“students 682 .98 2,77 SN
, ) s/ U5.01%%
’ Nom-vbcational // '
students T 599 .64 2:54 -
, /

4’//'

/s

 **3ignificant at the .01 level.
’ /
) s |
HYPOTHESIS 2. THERE IS NO §IGNIFICANT RELATIONSHIP

- - - ,/ /" R N 7 -
BETWEEN THE STUDENT'S DECISION. FO ENROLL IN A VOCATIONAL - f
. e
EDUCATION COURSE AND HIS/HER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF VOCATIONAL

s

EDUCATION. . ,
To determine thgj%ﬁéﬁledge of vqcationa1 edhcation by
non-vocational studeniﬁlandAvocational students prior to
enrolling, quéstiqﬁg/ér statements were presénted as shown
iﬂ tables 3 th;dugﬁfQ. Vbcationa% students were asked to
.respond as khey would have béfore énroiling. /
A comparison -of the responses of vocational students
and non-voCétibnal Students‘iélating to their knowledge of

vocational education illustrates a significant difference

- 98
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TABLE 3

FREQUENCIES OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE STATEMENT,
"MY COUNSELOR SHOWED. ME WHICH VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION COURSES ARE AVAILABLE."

Quite -
) a Very i
Growp Bit Some Little None Total
Vocational
students 137 242 106 189 674 -
) . 7/
Non-vocational ‘ : . 7
students 18 84 82 415 £99
Total 155 226 188 604 .. 1,273 .

X2 = 252; df = 3; significant at the .01 level.

/
TABLE 4
PREQﬂ%NCIEs OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE -QUESTION,

"DID YOU TAKE ANY INDUSTRIAL_ARTS:CQURSES
i IN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL?"

|

S 1 Yes Yes Yes Yes .
\ ~ Group - M%re’than 5 3 2 1 No Total
Vocational § ’ .
students é 69 97 172 192 137 667
Non-vocational f : , _ - f.
students L 22 34 113 151 281 601.
Total ool 131 285 343 418 1,268

X2 = 118; df = 4; significant at the .01 level. !

N
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TABLE 5 '
FREQUENCIES OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION,

"HOW MANY OF YOUR FRIENDS TAKE
VOCATIONAL EDUCATIGN?™

F o
[=0)
=
=08 -
Group 5 ~ ~ .
D op]
[+0] ~
o~ ! 1 © 3.}
= o = =] Y
o B o< o o
28 & 5 ) :
Vocational ! 7
students 357 164
Non-vgcational *
stude1ts S0 117
Total . 447 _281
\

X% = 292; df = 3; significant at the .01 level.

b ¥ \
. TABLE 6

FREQUENCIES ‘OF STUDENT RbSPONSE TO TH] QUnSTIOV
"HOW -OFTEN IN THE PAST YEAR HAVE.YO HAD THE

/

* OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT A LOCAL INDUSTRY : E .
(NOT WHERE YOU WORK)’" . ) d
2 5 ki
FE -
=t o . ‘
g & :
03 -Q =~ “
50 ey o o . ,
O A » o —
) M O a ] ) 9
2g gz §F 8¢ 8 3
P Vocational , ' - ,
2 students 29 41 78 208 313 669
Non-vocational o ’ ‘
'/ stidents 10 .20 71 170 330 601
Total 39 ;61 149 - 378 643 1,270

! e L
T O > > 7

X% = 17.53 df = 4; siénifigant at the .01 level.
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.TABLE 7

FREQUENCIES OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION,
"HAVE YOU EVER BEEN IN A VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION CLASSROOM?"

i

-~

+

Whenever the

‘Opportunity
airly

Occasionally ||

Once or

Twice

Never

F
Often

Voéé;ional
stu&gnts

Non-vocziional : .
students = . 03 16 - 601

-

Total’ 199 325 139 290 - 376 1,239

X% = 448; df = 4; significant at the .01 level.

TABLE 8

FREQUENCIES OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE QUESTION,
"HAVE YOU EVER ATTENDED AN ORIENTATION. PROGRAM

THAT EXPLAINED WHAT VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
PROGRAMS ARE AND WHAT THEY OFFER?"

Group Yes - No Total

Vocational .-
students 359 308 667

Non-vocational p .
students 134 | - 466 600

2

; — iy

Total . 493 . 774 L 1,267

x2 = 130; df = 1; significant at the .01 ievel.

101
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TABLE 9, .
FREQUENCIES OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO THE .QUESTION, Lo
"HOW MUCH DO YOU FEEL YOU XNOW ABOUT -
WHAT HAPPENS IN A VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION COURSE?"

™~
o
=4}
o
o 2
. o o -
- - = ¢ 3
) 0 & o
Group £ % &% §
o : o~ g. cl
.\\ o 3 HQ o
\- S 2 Tg; © to i
\\ ) .5 Ho- = g ©°
= to i ~
8 0% s o o
. H o 5" S e £
' o o o4y o o -
> © mo W< = >
Vocational :
students 153 2311 215 64 24 667
. NOn-voﬁational ‘ , A V . '
’ students 8 37 116 289 150 6L0
f— e A
Total *-161 © 248 331 '353 174 1,267

X2 = 514; df = 4; significant at the .01 Tevel.

in each césé, with the vocational students having fhe_greater
knowledge and the non-vocational students having the lesser
knowledge. This implies axrélationship'between a'stéﬁept?s

. knowledge of vocational education and his/her decis;OH oy
whether to enroll.‘

The nuil hypothegis is therefore rejected.
” . ‘

L ’ e 1
HYPOTHESIS 3. THERE IS NO: SIGNIFICANT RELATTONSHIP
' BETWEEN A STUDENT'S CAREER GOALS AND HIS/HER DECISION TO
- ENROLL IN A VOCATIONAL EDUCATION COURSE.

<

4

— « | | - 102
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Students were asked, "What kind of work do yYou expect :
'to*be doing ten years from now?" The responses were then
pleced in one of five categotries: .
1. A job or profession that requires a degree

2. A job that requires education,beyond high

school, not of a vocational nature
. Q_jOB Tequiring traiping of a vocational nature
4. An unskilled job that requires no formal training
5. Uncertain about the future
An danalysis of the reSponses to the questlon, as

111ustrated in table 10, shows that there is a 51gn1f1cant

TABLE 10
A COMPARISON OF FREQUENCIES OF STUDENT CAREER GOALS -
BETWEEN VOCATIONAL STUDENTS AND
NON ~VOCATIONAL STUDENTS \
* . ] _ » 7
V,‘ . ’ ’ i ) L d
Vocational Non-vocational
- ) Studente Students
Career Goals = Number Number Total "
Requires a degree ] 4 189 153
" Further - educatlon o ' , : v
(not vocatlonally
) relate&) 14 135 149
Requires vocatloﬁZI . ‘ . g
© training - 401 51 - . 452 .
. . . ‘ L
Unskilled job 1 . 1 70 71 L3
. : /
Uncertain = 129 114 243
Total 549 559 - 1,108

X2 = 615; df = 4, significant at the .Oi<1eve1,

" 103-
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relationship between vocational students and their career
‘goals; as well as between non-vocational students and éheir':
Career goals.

Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected.

»
-

HYPOTHESIS 4. THERE JS NO SIGNTFICANT RELATIONSHIP -
BETWEEN THE INCOME:LEVEL OF THE FAMILY AND THE STUDENT'S
ATTITUDE TOWARD‘VOCATIONAL EDUCATION. '

- As can be seen from the data dlsplayed in table 11,

s x

a correlation of student mean attitude scores with family

-

income level shows the correlation to be 1ns1gn1f1cant. L

Therefore, the null hypothesis is acéépted.

TABLE 11
RnLATIONSHIP OF STUDENT MEAN ATTITUDE SCORE
TO FAMILY INCOME LBVEL . /
, =
B @ h]
, /g e 5.8 5
O < 0 -0 S 5]
o 4 ord e - O o o 4

4 o . o P 3] W 4 o U
1) Po vu;m £ v -U;w, &: 2 o
= §0 5 §0 . §9¢2 &8 g £ 53
= URSET PO g0 I R) o4 O ol
= 24? wA = el wR,., Oow w
1,212 2.66 - .3918 3.73 3145 -.0151 NS

~ _ ,\
. ) ?
HYPOTHESIS 5. THERE IS NO' SIGNIFICANT RELATIONSHIP' .

BETWEEN THE STUDENT'S ETHNIC BACKGROUVD AND HIS/HER ATTITUDE

TOWARD VOCAT IONAL EDUCATION. .

Reference to the data presented in table 12 gill‘show

3 “ - - /
that an analysis of variance of attitude scores of the

104 , ( /:/j,/ ' . K
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. CTABLE 12

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF AITITUDE SCORES
-OF STUDENT BTHVIC GROUPS -

. Sum of - Mean
Source of Variance df Squares Square F

! Between groups 5 1.292 . .2584 -
R ' * L 136%

»

Within groups 1,223 187.852 - °,1536,

Total 1,228 - 189:144 - _. =

EM S———

*Not significarit. -

& 3 R
1

various student ethnic groups indicates an: F ratxp of’ 136

This is mnot sighificant. : ’ Qua‘

Therefore, the null hypothe51s is ace pted.

e -

’ HYPOTHESIS 6 THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE IV
THE INELUENCE OF PARENTS COUNCELORS AND PEERS ON: THE
- ATTITUDE TOWARD VOCATIONAL EDUCATION OF THE VOCATIONAL
STUDEV” AND VON VOQATIONAL STUDQNT 5

The 1nformat10n presenteu 1n‘tab1e 13 dzsplays ~a

L3

comparison betweén vocational students and non- vocatlonal
students concernlng “the. 1nf1uence~of counselors, peers,
and parents on their dec151on whether to take é vocational .

educatlon cgurs The 1nformat10n 1nd1cates a significant .

difference between the groups concernlng who has the most

!

_ influence. / o7

The null hypothesis is therefore fejécteﬁ. s 5
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TABLE 13

A COMPARISON OF FRBQUENCIES 0“ STUDENTS RMDORTING
AS TO WHO®HAS THE MJST INFLUENCE UPON VOCATIONAL
AND NON-VOCATIONAL STUDENTS CONCERNING ;
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION COURSES-- ’
COUNSELORS PEERS OR PARENTS

Coungelo?s, Peets ~ Parents”  Total

Vbcatzonal .

stuéents T 7L 138 80 - 286
Non-ygc&flonal . B " T - 3:' - o
Students . 48 coo84 96 - 228
Totai. ¥l§ o) 2;97 176 . .514

] ' o
Xz 11. 4! df’ 4; s:gnzfxcant at the .01 1eve1. v

BETWEEN THE PARENTS' ATTITUDE TOWARD VDCATIONAL EDUCATION/
AND THE “TUQENT’S AITITUEE TOWARD VOCATIOVAL EDUCATION.:

A% camparlson of mean att:tude scores of vocaxzonal o

students and parents of vocational students, as shown in.

table 14 reveals the parents to have a hxgher mean,
therefcre, a<more favorable attltude toward vonat;anal

educatlon’than thelr sqns and daughters., g

o

A similad comparzson between non»vocatlonal students
and parents of non vocational students, also shown in

table 14; displays a 51mzlar result in that the parents

HYPOTHESIS 7 JERB 1s NO SIGNIFICANT RELATIONSHIP ’

again have a higher mean, and. therefbre, a more favorable .

attitude than their sons and daughters.

t i

As the comparison for both,groupﬁ 18 smgnxflcant

the aull hypothes:s is réjected.
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TABLE 14

COMPARISO% OF MEAN ATTITEDB SCORES TOWARD YOCATIOLAL
EDUCATION BY VOCATIONAL STUDENTS WITH PARENTS OF
VOCATIONAL STUDENTS AND NON-VOCATIONAL STUDENTS

T WITH PﬁRBNTS OF NON-VGCATIONAL STUDENTS
R : i o - Mean
< - coa Standard Attitude
» Broup - - Number Deviation Score t
Yocational _
.Students 1682 99 277 0
| | , 3.81%
“pavents . |54 .88 2.7 -
*T:*-an~vocat10nal v | ’
— ' Students - kes M. 2.54
- :;;‘, " 7 - R i. . ' 4&49**
= ’ E

N P C . " 3 i

: . \ L, - i i
**5ighificant at the .01 level. o
Coyl T /. .

L w
HY?QTHESIS 8. HERE IS NO bIGNIFICANT RELATIONSHIP

O "BEYWEEN THE PARENTS’ KNQWLEDGE OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND

: THBIR ATTITUﬁE TOWARﬁ VUCATIONAE EBUCATION.

o

To ﬁeterm&ne the parents’ knowledge concerning

4’—¢bcat1ona1 e&ucation, £1ve statements or questions were

_ipresante& ta each pagent,‘ Each question 15‘presanted in
table 41 13 ﬁppendmx I, shpw;ng nunber and percentage of

’ responsg. The meaf scare of all of the questions was ghen

Y

}fcorrelated with the parents’ medn att1tude score, as shown

ol

'1n tab%e 15‘ correlatlon éf 098 was obtazned at the .01

“, “)?./

level ofL;mgnzfinance. A ;
s Therefﬁ*e, although the correlat on is low, it is

. }
jaignlfzcant, and the nu’l hypothesms 15 rejected
o 107
A 9 ‘ ) R
5 CF I A R
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' _ " TABLE 15§ v
COMPARISON OF PARENTS' MEAN ATTITUDE SCORE
WITH PARENTS' MEAN XNOWLEDGE SCORE /
/ A = : = o
9
% Bog g -
. LB [ & % ',:?*; '§
L o ] Yo e B Q
- faors ) K ot v & e -
e =] 2§ o 3 e I 4
2 gmE  E84 e%f 28 &¢ ¢
.8 8858 2% §2S . 85 fuE B
P FESe  9R =Ra  #RT Oob 2
970 2.87°  .401  1.93 . .50  .098 .01
- .‘\"‘: ,h - i e ~ it s S Tmars—ases Hj

N S ) .
. HYPQ??ES;§ 9, THERBAIS NO SIGﬁIFICﬁNT RBLAQIONSHIP
BETWEEN THQ,EDUCATIOﬁAL L3VEL OF ?95 PARENT AND HIS/YER '
ATTITUDE TOWARD VOCATIONAL EDUCATON.

A corrélation of parents' mean attitude score was done
© ? .

with the fathers!' education level, the mothexrs' education

level, and an average of both~£@tﬁerssand mothers. The
icoxreiation with the fathers' education level was -.0L8 .

at the .05 level of Signifiéance: The curﬁelatién of

the’mathers* eéubatiqn lével was not Signif‘can?. The a®

correlation with the average of bothfathers and mothers

was -,059, significant at fheM.OS levél, These results

are tabulated in table 16. )

Correlation was slight but significant for both
the fathers! educaiion level, and éhe,fathérs*,and mothers!
éombined average education level. Therefore, the null

ﬁypothesis is rejected.

N .. . i. ., ’i‘
. ’~ Ve .: 4 /"‘ :
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£ S " TABLE i6 5 .
RELATIONSHIP OF PARENTS' MEAN ATTITUDZ
'SCORE TO THEIR EDU(.ATION LLVEL S
!:e; ‘ - o : Corrmers 2 ‘,
{ L -
S R -
’ - g - 8 w3
Group - 3 BE 8 ‘Ba -9 8§ 8
! e 3 g8 + 3 43 B 4
{ o .30 - et o R vooa i |
: 2 £ I e 5 Vo geﬁ LA =
5 299 853 895 85 Sur b e
RS = b 47 SR EWGa. g Vol . w
R ?at&ersv/gs © 2.87 ° .401 2.77 2.1 -.058 .0%

PN
rd
-

T. ' . ) 7 . \ y;
?"othe;; 952 2.87 .401 212 1.78 -.025 NS

Average. 865  2.87  .401 2.45 1.7% -.059 .05 -

&

R HY?OTHESIS 10. TH“RE IS NO SIGNI?ICANT REL&TIONSHTP ‘

«.‘01

BETWEEN A ccm:s=noa*s XNOWLEDGE OF, voc;\nomn snummm AND
H}‘S/HER ATTITUDE TOWARD VOCATIONAL EDU( ATION, “

' three questzons

s ’

Counselcrs were asked,to respOﬁd

ir_

- or statement» th&t‘would indicate kﬂOﬁle ge ofgvocatxonal

eaucation (seer%able 42 appan&ix I) 1‘ ". -

H

A correlation betvzeen the nean score of  the questions
and the colnselors! mean attitude score ; as dzsplayed in =
tablﬁ 17, shows very lz.ttle, if any, relazionsth hetween
attitude toward vocatfonal education and knowledge of
wocational educat:.on, . >

The muil hypothes:xs is ther’efore accepted
1 - Wi . " e
A HY?O'I’HESIS 11, THERE IS Na *‘SIG&IPICANT RELATIONSHIP

o
N ‘\’\‘-.
e,
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el  TABLE 17

_&.‘ ’\’\ -
COMPARISON OF COUNSELORS' MEAN ATTITUDE SCORE 1
HITH soﬂnssnons' MEAN KNOWLnDGE SCORE : \
- - . . ‘ L o
= —
[ ) 'ﬂg & 'ﬁg ’2 'g S ..
T - oo o e v o od
h = . R 73 32 = H o .
2 i PR < o Ta W 9 = /
2 80 - d5: doo o = LT &
= _QJJU,/ o géu B ] O8O0 e
? A?W‘ m:;:r = wy & m,;zf UOQ MU.': ’
95  -73.05 34 1.54: 77 .1661 NS

’.

WORLﬁ AND THB RATIO OF COUNSELEES ENROLLED IN VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION. )

’ The responses of counselors'i _ndlcatlng thelr work
expertence was c&mpared wz;p the ratlo of studants they
repo:ted enroll:ng in vocational educatlon,courses.

s .
As can be seen in tablﬁ 18, there was no szgn;flcance,

.therefbre, the null hypotheszs is accepted.
‘ - l _,!J-— /

HYPQ?HE815<;2. THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE ;
IN THE RATIO OF STUDENTS. ENROLLED IN VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
COURSES;BYATHOSE‘COUXSE&ORS WITH A FAVORABLE ATTITUDE
TOWARD vnéAtzoNAL EDUCATION AND THOSE WITH AN UNFAVORABLE
; A?TIIUDP TOWARD VOCATIO$A% EDUCATION.
One can note from the data in table 19 that

/ﬁnély51s af variande of counselors' attitude scores with
the ratio cf’students enrolled in a vocational program

.i,,”u,f/ﬁ§es not show any szgnxficant*d;ffergnce.

Therefore, the null’hypothesis is accepted.
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v . TABLE 18

" A COMPARISON OF COUNSELORS' WORK EXPERIENCE OTHER THAN
IN EDGCATION WITH THE NUMBER OF COUNSELEES .
: ENR?LLED IN VOCATIONAL EDUCATION :

,‘ Years 'gf AWo'rlch BXpei‘Aiié‘ncé

[}

i - .
Number~of . " E- A -
) Coz._mselees g; ‘+‘ A N W *-’g - s
Enrolled ~0 0o Q O & o o
S w5 £ o TS e
[:3) ] )] (o] (@)
, L o = N mp B i
0- 9 2\ 2 12 12 .10 - 38 P
10 - 19 4 0 10 9 8 3 -
20 - 29° 0 - 0 4 z 3 9
30 -. 39 0 0 2 32 7
, 40 - 49 0 0 0 1. 3 4 . 7 -
50- 59 , 0 0 1 2 1 47
60 - 69 0 .0 R 0
70 - .79 0 0, o 1 .1 2 .
80 - 89 0 0 00 1 1
90 - 100 0 0 0% 0 1 1 .
‘ - . T T
Total 6- 2 29 30+ 30 97 ”
x2 =‘i33.4;»df = 152; not significant at>théi:ps 1evelul»
(x2 figured fér individual cases, not grouped data as
shown in table.) . .
o | TABLE 19

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF COUNSELORS' ATTITUDE SCORES WITH
THE RATIO OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN A VOCATIONAL PROGRAM

) , ' Sum of Meér}
Source of Variance df Squares  Squate . F
T A,Ainong-g-rou s i 4 " .6242 .1560/" , ‘
BTOUPS. -1738%8¢
Within groups 92  10.4965 .1141

Total 9  11.1207

*Not significant

3 . !

o 111 -
14 Ny A,
a e L e e e e R e A T -~ [ Ets - R
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HYPOTHESIS 13. THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE IN
THE PARENTS' ATTITUDE TOWARD VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND. THE

COUNSELORS ! PERCEPTioN OF THE PARENTS' ATTITUDE TOWARD
"VOCATIONAL. EDUCATION. ' ‘

From the information illustrated in table 20, it can

be seen that a‘coﬁparison of parentsf attitude toward voca-

tional education and the counselors' perception of the
parents' attitude toward vocational education reveals a

significant -difference between their perception and the
’ ; Ve ’ . .
parents’ attitude, for both the vocational and non-vocational

groups. The counselors perceived the parents as having a

N

more negative attitude than they actually held.

The null hypothesis is therefore réjgéted.

ci, TABLE 20, &

a g

, . ‘.
COMPARISON OF MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES TOWARD VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION OF PARENTS OF VOCATIONAL STUDENTS AND
"PARENTS OF NON-VOCATIONAL. STUDENTS, AND I ,
COUNSELORS' VIEW OF PARENTS' ATTITUDE Lo

TOWARD- VOCATIONAL EDUCATION -

Fl

. ‘ " 7 l'Meanf.
~ » . Attitude
Group Number Deviation Sco%@,, t
- - - - s = “n ’
Vocational parénts - 541 . .85 2.97
v : - 7.52%%
’ Counselors' view of ' i @ | /
parent attitude 98 .98 %47,

Non-vocational parents 488 , - .92 2./76 ,

S 1 5.45%%

* . Counselors$' view of / -
/] parent attitude 98 .98 2.17 B

>

**Significant at the .01 level.
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HYPOTNESIS‘14. THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANT RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN A STUDENT'S GRADES AND THE COUNSELOR'S ATTITUDE
TOWARD ENROLLING THE bTUDENT IN A VGCATIONAL EDUCATION
COURSE.

As can be seen by the figures in tables 21 and 22, an

analysis of variance was done of student grade average with
. two statements concerning counselors enrolling the student

in a vocationdl class. When grade average ;as compared Wigh
respaonses to the statément, "Myvcéunselor recommended that '
"I take a vocational educatlon Lclass," an F ratlo of 56, 49
was recorded, whlch is 51gn1f1cant gomparlng grade average
with responses to the statement, "My counselor shdwed me
which vocational education courses are available," an F
ratio of 24 87 was dete}mined which is also significant.

o
Pq

Both statements being-significant, the null hypothesis

iy
is rejected,

-

.’ TABLE 21

ANALYSIS OF VARIANGE OF STUDENT GRADES WITH COUVSELORS'
RECOMMENDATION TO TAKE A VOCATIONAL EDUCATION CLASS

. Sum of Mean
. Source of Variance -~ df Squares Square - F

4

_ ‘Betwéen groups 1 100.86 100.86 .
o . ‘ 56, 49%*
Within groups 1,255 2,240.95 1.79 ‘

) ' e .
Total 1,256 2,341.81 v

¥ ' o

*#Significant at the .01 level.

113
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TABLE 22
ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF STUDENT GRADES WITH COUNSELORS’ )

SHOWING STUDENT WHICH VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
COURSES ARE AVAILABLE

;
i
;

; -Sum of
Source of Variagce df Squares.

4
-4

Between groués 3 131.88
Within grovps 1,268 2,241.31

.+ Total - 1,271 2,373:49

\ **Significant at thé .01 level.

N

HYPOTHESIS 15. .THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANT DIFFBRENCE IN

LY

THE ATTITUDES OF STUDENTS PARBVTS OR COUNSELORS TOWARD

VOCATIONA% EDUCATION AMONG THE ME?ROPOLITAN-AREAS OF *

k=4

COLCRADO. <. .

.The results of analyses of variarce which were -
3 .
completed for each of the groups (students, parents, and
counselors) @ighieach ofsfhe siX areas surveyed are shown

z

in table 23, ‘ L
The F ratio for all groups is 1n51gn1f1cant therefore

the null hypothe51s is accepted

A

~
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_ TABLE 23
. ANALYSES OF VARIANCE OF ATTITUDE SCOREﬁ OF : :
STUDBNTS,,PARENTS,~AND“COQNSELORS_IN A :
SIX METROPOLITAN AREAS OF CDLORADO
] L A Sum of - Mean ) :
Source of. Variance af Squares Square | F :
Students . :
L , \ . ;
‘ Between jgroups 5 1.89 .38 P .
; ‘ 4 . 1.38% ;
Within groups 1,277 350,01 227 % :
v Total _ 1,282 351,90 ) §
Parents / ;
Between groups 5 1.43 .29 . g
. : - .97% :
* Within groups 1,024 302.16. 30 - .
Total ' 1,029 303.59 i
s Counselotrs .
. Between groups . 5 - 2.19- S50 7 B i
- C k 2.20%
Within groups , .92 \ 20.78 .23 ,
Total ) 97 \ 23.27. ) -
£ .
- - A ) .
*Not significant, -
The réader‘is invited tofreviéwzthe summary of the
null hypotheses located in appendix H.. T@is Teview
indiéafgs whether the hypotheses were accepted or rejected,
_ the level of significance, and the statistita1~method,ﬁ5ed. .
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'Respondents' Perceptions'andAKnowlPdgé o

Information in this section is related to the hypotheses
Presented in the previous section. The responses are shown
both by number Tesponding and by percentage responding to o

each choice. Missing Tesponses are not always included.

Vocational Education and the Economy

The -data in this section. deals with statements concern-
ing vocational education and the economy, aid~tables 43 through

46 (appendix J) w1ll be referred to in the commenrs that follow.

*

o An analy51s of table 43 indicates the maJorlty of those

\

\

>

surveyed over 50 percent of those responding, agreed Wlth

the statement that sound vocatlonal educatlon is the“ founda-
tlon of a healthy economy. Parents were the most in agreement
while counselors agreed with the statement the least of any
gronp. A rather large number of students (39 o percent of
‘%ne vocational students and 52. 2 percent, of the non-voca-
tlonal students) were unsure of how tney felt about.the
statement. Féw in any group dasagreed,‘W1th the highest . .
tate of disagreement cOming from‘the‘coupselors}.
) The data in table 44 shows a positive attitude by all
groups toward the, idea that vocational education will help
solve unemployment'problems. Parents and counselors were\
undecided approx1mately one- fourth of the t1me while ! L

I

students were . the largest group belng unsure, about the .
statement Disagreement with the statement ranged from
less,than 10 percent for students and vocational parents,

to a high of 16.3 percent for counselors.
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The information in table 45 shows a surprisingly large
percentage of those responding agree1ng with the statement
that vocatlonal educatlon i5 becoming increasingly valuable \
in the present job market. All groups were inlthe 90 percent
range except -the non- -vecational students, who 1nd1cated 75
percent agreement. Twenty-one percent of the non-vocat10na1:

students were undeclded while others—were undec1ded ‘5.5

percent “or less of the time. Less than 4 percent of any
‘group disagreed with the statement.
A difference of opinicn‘ will be found in tabl'e 46.
3Less than one- fourth of the counselors were uncerta1n that
students who take vocational educatlon would have a better
chance to find emplqyment than students who go to college.
Nearly half of ali others were ‘unsure abcut this. Counselors.
were about evenly sp11t between agreeing with the statement .
and disavreelng w1th’;t A large number of vocational
students and vocational parents believed thatythere was a
better chance for employment with vocatlonal educatlon_than
w1th college, but the 1arger number of norm- vocat10na1 parents
and, partlcularly, non-~ vocat10na1 students did not agree that

<

_vocational education provided a better chance to flne employ-
ment than college. B
" In summary, a large percentage of those’ questloned
felt that vocational education was necessary for a strong
- economy, and an overwhelmlng maJorlty felt that it was

becomlng 1ncreas1ng1y valuable in the present job market. ';

S 117
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Over half felt that vocational educatlor would help solve
problems caused oy‘unemployment. There was diverse reactlon
to whether a studedt enrolled in vocational education would
stand a better chance to f1nd employment than a student who
went to college. Those involved’in.Vocational'education
(vocational students andsvocatlonal parents) tended to agree
that the vocational edtication student had a better chance
for employment; while those not involved 'in vocational
education (nen~vqcationa1_students.and nbnevocatiqnal parents)

St A
leaneéd in the otheradfr3ction. Counselors were split on

_ this last issue, with a few more agreeing than disagreeing

with the statement. ‘ G, '
‘The information presented irn- this section is related
to hypothesis 3, which is concerned with a student's career

“

-goals and a decision whether to enroll in a vocational

. “education course. . ) "

4

/ \

Percept1ons of. VocatlonaL»Educatlon 5 .

~7 = ‘
A number of statementsxgere 1nc1uded in the quéstlon-

naire to ascercaln attitudes touard vocational educatgon of
>
the dlfferent groups surveyed for. thls study (see tables 47

,

~

through 57, appendix X). '
Nearly 90 percent‘of the parents either-agreed or

strongly agreed with the 1dea that vocational educatlon is

better for some students than college, as can be seen By the

S :. ,}
results in table 47 Students were somewhat lower in thE .

- l

number that agreed or strongly agreed than their parents and

]
&
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counselors, with 71.5 percent o£ the vocatzonal students and
64.3 percent of the non-vocat10na1 students 1n this category.
Overall response was generalnegreement with’ the statementa

As indicated by the flgures 1n table 48, most of
those respondlng felt that worklng with one's hands was as
worthwhile as workmng with one's mind. Students felt .this
way about three—fourths of-theutime, and adults ranged.from
about 90. pefcent and abo;ef e —

2

Analysis of the data in table 49 shows that the majof~

-

ity .of studenfs, parewfs, and counselors felt vocational
educeflon can prov1de a prestlglous career. The cotinselors
1nd1cated the- strongest feel;ng about7ch15, wzth«over 80

pércent respondlng 1n—fajgr. The non-vocatlonal students !
were the leaSt impressed. Over 50 percent of each gfoup, R
however felt thgt vocatlonal educatlon careers were
"prestigious. ’ - ‘

The data 1nd1cated by the responses in table SO
clearly indicates that the respondents felt vocat10na1
educatlon is of value to tﬁg,school system'and not just an
easy way to get thrgugh school Over 90 percent of four
’gronps (vocat10na1 and non-vocational parents, counselors,
and vocational students) agreed that vocational educatlon
did have a real benefit. Eighty-five percent of the non-

3

vocat10na1 students also felt this way.

One can nooe from the data in table 51 that vocational
education careers are felt to be as challenging and interest-
) 1ng as college careers. Over 80 percent of the parents and
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counselors disagreed with the statement that vocaxiOngi
careers aren't as challengmng or 1nterest1ng* Only 65
percent of the non- vocatzonal students agreed that they
are as interesting and challenging as ccllege rareers,

22 percent were undecided, and 14 percent felt college

careers more cha11e£g1ng and 1nterest1ng. S o [ i

As can be seen by the figures in table 52, about one- %
third of all the vocationQI:and non-vocational sfudggts~wefe |
uncertain that academic programs, are more valuable than |
vocational programs. A substantlally large number cf the R
students" agreéd concerning the relatlve zmportance of the
two programs. The other groups indicated t@at there.was
little difference in the value of the two programs.

Although soffe.in all groups were uncertain as to s

whether vocatmonal educatzon limited a student ‘S -exposure

™

to other occupatzonal cholces, a large percentage of all
» groups, as expressed by the data in table 53, disagreed
with the statement that vocatlonal education would 11m1t
a student's exposure to other forms of career education.
Using taxpayers' money, for vocatlonal educatzon evi-
'dently meets with the approygl of ‘the respondents. Seventy~
four percent of the vocat: 5“51 parents, 57 perpent of tha
non- vocatzonal parents, and 71 percent of the counselorsld1d
not feel vocational education cost too much money . Non- voca-
" tional students were quite uncertain on thls polnt, with i o

‘K

64 percent responding in this manner, There wag,mln;mal
v R

v
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. 7 objectznn to spendxng money for vagatlonal educatxon by all
o gravys. These responseslare lzsted in table 54.

L i A& cvexwhelmzng ccnsensus seems to be that public

- schuols have the responsibility for providxng vocatlonal
edu¢at10n, with 98 percent of the counselors and over 85
percent of the parents agreezng‘wzth thxs premise, au 5

smzller percentage of the students agreed but then some

of them were unce;taxn,about the»idea. Table 55 contalns

- ¥

o & bveakdcwn,of the responses to thxs statement‘

.
e .;\\Q N

N
f AN
S

According to the information contained in table 56 £ -

/ J

vccatxonal education should have fewer‘barrlers to overconme

*
Tty e

zn “the future; as over 85 percent of the counselors and

parents seemed to realize tney had a.bzased feellng tcward

@

,
i
G

= vocational eaucatzon. Student responses were also quite
hzgh in reply1ng to the statément that parents needed to
overcome the notion that vocatzonal edpcatzonvzs a.second-l £¢"x
" class education. A -,
Analys:s of the anbrmatlcn in table .57 reveals that
over half of the counselors disagree& that students with
low grades took vocational education. However, over 40 .
ﬁeicent of the counselors did agree With the statement.
Over 50 percent of all groups except ﬁah-vocétioial
students disagreed with ?hewassumption that students
with low.gra&es iook vyocational educatiéne
“As can be seen in table 24, approximately one-third
of the counselors said they counseled mostly B-C %tudeﬁts

into vocational education programs; approximately one-third

, 121
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- L ! - xTAELE .4 3
f “ FREQUENSIES AND PERCBNTAGES OF GRADE RAHGB . .
Yot . OF. COUNSELEES PLACED IN VOCATIONAL : o
{ PROGRAMS AS’R?POQTED BY COUHSELORS‘ o
€ . o ,5, | ~" ) ’
‘ - - 3

E Grade Runge

: of - . N

Counselees .+ . Number- Percent -

— S . ,
S <A&~7§ : 1 1.0 .
N T s sy
e cep D T 32,7

~0-F - 0

- . X
[ . ,

oo w77 Distributed s, : |
AN 0 equally - .28 $28.6 -

L
S

. No response oz T 2.0 BT S

g " . . Total © - " g8 - % - oc.0

2. L. L = ud

- - -

responﬂed to pramarily ylaC1ng c-1 stu&ents into vocational
o ,f 'i/ e&ucat;an, -and abprox;mately cna-third indicated they

. couns&le& studenﬁs equally from all graﬁn ranges into
ccpupational programs. s e

ar

An ﬁnnlysis of the datﬁ,ln table 25 reveals that .
85 éercent of the caunselozs felt yocational e&ucaﬁion a
. warthwhile pragram that would benefit most students.
In summary, the pexrceptions of vocational educatzon
varied.as viewed by the dlﬁﬁerent groups. Generally, parents‘
and counselars were more carta;n and more positive in theix

_feelings. Fbst Vesponding felt that working with one's hands

H




102
TABLE 25

FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF COUNSELORS RESPONDING 10 .
THE QUESTIOM, “HOW WOULD YOU BEST DESCRIBE YOUF. }
- FEELINGS ABOUT VOCATXONAL EDUCATION AS
© OFFERED AT THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL?" = -

€

rr

Description of Vocational . -
-7 Education at the” High -
School Level - Humber Percent

-

A worthwhile progranm that‘_'

would benefit most

students g 84 85.8
Most beneficial for lower . .
ability students s : 5.1
7 : _ .

The'progfam is not worth C o
" all the expense - : 1 - 1.0

Vocational education should
be offered at the post

high school levél rather - ) /
than at the high scheol - ) .
level . 1 1.0
Other - . ‘ | " 7.1 -
- o '
Total - . 98 100.0

*was as worthwhile as with the mind. Maﬁy felt that vocational
education careers were as chailenéing and valuable as academic
careeys and better for many students, though a rather large
number of students were uﬁcerta}a, When asked abgut the

‘pie tige of a vocétionally reiateé career, students were
relj;iveiyunsute, while sll others felt there are such

careers avallable with prestige.
. '

»




Mbst involved in the study disagreed w;th.the 1dea
that vocatzonal éducation was of lxttle value, just an,

‘.er

© easy way to get through school, 2nd thaxhnnly stidents

S

s 37 - N I

,with.low grades took. vocafzonal educatlcn. o . ‘Q, >
| Hhen faceﬁmwzth tha statemeﬁt'that'yarénté ieeded to
overcome the notxon,thgt vncatzonal educg{zsn is a second-
class e&uca;zon, all grouns agxeeﬁ.wztb~;hg.statement, whzch
points up the 1mage prcblem,that apparently exists.

Counselors 1ndlcat9d 2 strong féelzng that vocational
education is a worthwhiiefirogram that would benefit most
students., Ail grouysgfelt the school system should be
reogon51b1e fb*‘provla‘ng vocational educatzcn. Many were
undecided or uninformed as to the cost, but very few felt °

T-wWas too expensive. ’ o ‘

A few felt that vocational cnucatlcn llmxted exposuxe
to other careers. Students were upcerta:n,gbout one-~fourth
of the time, but most felt it did not iimix exposure to
other careers. ’

As can be seen from this section, “Percegéicns-of
Vocationsl Educatiéﬁ," ihe information has a relationship
to hypotheses 1, 10, and 14. These hypotheses pertain to
students' attitude towaré.vocatlona‘ education, counselors’®
Lnowleage and attltude toward vocational education, and
counselors' attitude téward,enrblling a student in a

vocational education course.

' 124
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Knowledge of Vbcatlonal Educatlon

Since attlgudes are determzned from knowledge, .a number
of 1tems were included 1ﬂ the questlonnalres to endeavor to
determine just how much was known about vbcational education

,and how much exposure each group had experieﬁéed with:voca-’

' tional education. Tables 26 th*ough 33 and tables 58 through

60 in appendlx L reflect the 1nformatlon gathered for- this.
purpose.

As can be‘séen by the data in table 26, 80 percent of
the vocational students had been in industrial arts classes
previpus to their<present<status as vocational eduéationy
,students, while 46 percent of the non-vocational students .
did not take industrial §rfs courses in junior high school.

H
i

TABLE 26 )

FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF STUDENTS RESPONDIVG T0 '
THE QUESTION, "DID YOU TAKE ANY INDUSTRIAL ARTS :
COURSES IN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL?"

) Vbéﬁtionél Non-vocational R
. Students Students .

Nuiber Taken ~  ‘Number Perceat Number Percent

‘None 137 20.1° 281 16.7

1 | ’ 192 28.2 151 . 25.1

z 172, 25.2 113 18.8

3 97 14.2 34 5.7

More than 3 69 - 10.1 22 3.7

A————

Total , 667 97.8 601 100.0
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Non-vocational students were either uqcéf%ain or did
not know about the content or structure of vocational educa-

tion courses, as reflected by the data presented in table 27

TABLE 27

FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO
STATEMENT, "I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE A VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION COURSE BUT AM UNSURE ABOUT
WHAT I'D BE GETTING INTG."

Vocatignal Non-vpcational

Students Students =
Responses . ,Nﬁﬁber Percent ’ Number , Percent )
;"AStronle agree o 27 4327 .. 26 | /“ZiSﬁ\ o L

’ Agree 83 12,9« 181 30.2
‘Uncertain 171 26.5 183 30.5

“* Disagree 249 §§.6 ¢ 144 '24.0 f

.Strongly disagree 115 17.8: ,f/66 11 0 i
Total 3 645  100.0 600  100.0

. - ’ i 11
~An analysis of réspoqées sho#ﬁ in table 58 in appendik;L
indicates that almost 50 percent of the,parents‘and over 50;
percent of noﬁ-vocational students had‘never been in a vbca% ¥
tional classroom. The vocational students were instructed io
respord to this question as they would have~before4egtb£ing
. their present voéational education course. Nearly 10 percent
of the vocational students said“they had been in a vocational

education classroom only once or twice before signing up;




with the majority indicating much more familiarity than fhis
with vocaticnal education- classrooms..

Anglysié'of-the data in table 28 discluses that 82
Apercent ef the non-vocatiodal parents and 77 percent of the

non-vocational students had never attended an occupatlonal -

educatlon information program.
- Bxamination,of_the responses coﬁtained in table 29
shows that over 70 percenf of the non-vocational students
' and about 55 percent of the nonhvocatieﬁal~parents seeﬁed
t% have no idea or ogiy~a vague ‘idea of wﬁat happens. in a .

vocational -education course, Only 57 percent of the voca-

o

tional parents seemed to have a fair amount ofﬂknowleﬁge
D} befter concerning vocational education.

Eighty-six percent or more of a1l respondents felt
more inforﬁation was_needed conCerning,the opportﬁnitiesf‘
and beneflts of vocatloﬂel education. Table 30 reflects

‘ thls 1nformat10n. ‘
Investigation of the responses in table 59 in appendix
L p01nts out that parents, counselors, and students are about
_~equal in thelr agreement as to the need for more orlentatlon
and 1nformat10n regarding vocational educatlon a* the junior //
high level. ‘ o
Counselors did not discuss the possibility of taking
“a vocational'educat;on course gith,nearly 80 percent of the

non-vocatidnal students according to the information displayed

by'the responses recorded in table Si, and 40 percent of

- 12
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TABLE 31

FREQUENCIES AND- PERCENTAGES OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO
THE STATEMENT, "MY COUNSELOR. DISCUSSED- THE
POSSIBILITY ‘OF MY TAKING A VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION COURSE "

Vocational Non- -vocational
Students - Students

Response Number  Percent Number- Percernt

. “Yes : 231/ 34.3 45 7.5

4

Yes,fbut very o o
little 172,/ 25.5 78 13.0

No 272 - 803 476 - 795

* 675. 100..0 599 100.0

7

s

the vocat10na1 students said they Were not counseled. about
vocational educatlon courses ‘before enrollment in them.
Counselors 1nd1cated that a varlety of methods, such
as group sessionms, 1nd1v1dua1 counsellng, orientation,
career programs, tours, and open houses, are used to 1nform
students about vocatlonal education. A breakdown of the
responses in table 32 shows that a large majority of the
students were informed through course des;rlptlons or handout
materials. One counselor stated that students are 1nformed
in'a hit and miss manner. Another responded by saying that
students are poorly informed about occupatlonal educatlon.

Responses from counselors indicate that students

received information concerned with vocational education

A31
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TABLE 32 .

FRBQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES ‘OF COUNSELOR RESPONSES
- AS: TO HOW. STUDENTS ARE INFORMED ABCUT
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION -

..................
.............

Methods. of Informlng Coﬁnsélér'ReSponses
Students Regarding K
Vocatlonal Bducatlon o Number‘ Percent
.X oo S [ KA
_Counselors Co2l T 2.

} Teachers f\ ‘1.0 -
Ré%ource‘people i - ,3 | JS.i -
Gengral orientation , 14 14.3
Brochﬁres 712 | 12,2 -

More than oné a3 43,9 /
Other . / i 3 3.1 )
Total S, o8 100.0

pfimarily at the jUnior high levél A smaller portlon,
nearly one- third, obtalned 1nformat10n at both the Junlor
and senior high levels. LeSs than,20 percent;got informa-
tion only after reachlng ‘the hlgh school. é very . small
number received vocational 1nformat10n befg;e Junlor high.
"This information is contained in table 60 in appendlx L.

A reV1ew of the 1nf0rmat10n presented in table 33
acknowledges the fact that parents felt that more and betten
-1nformat10nal pregrams regardlng vocational educatlon were

de51rable, as iindicatéd by over 80 percent of both the

vocational and non-<vocational parents responding.
i

132 1
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- In summary, a student's knowlédge of vocational
educatlon came from a varlety of sources. Clasées in P
zndu»trlal arts provided some of the =nformat10n and ovey
80 percent of the vocational s?udents -had been involved in
1ndustr1a1 arts., Nearly half of the;gqn-vocatxbnal students
had'not. Over half of the non-vocatiéhal students hadrne&gr
beeni in a vocational education classroon, and nearly three-
fourths of the non-vocational studegts knew nothing or hgﬂv
only a vague idea of what\hqﬁpens in ? vocational education
course. Over one-third of the students not taking vocational
education 1ndlcated they would Iike to ta?e such a course
but were unsure about what they would,be gettxng into. ,
Three-fourths of all students respondlng felt a need for
more opportunzty to investigate vocatxonal education at the
junior hlgh level. Compounding the problem was the fact.that
40 percent of the vocat10na1 students, and twice that many
non-vocational students, reported that their counselors had
not discussed the possibility of their taking a vocatiénal
educationwcourse.' Students also indicatéd that iess than. ‘
half of the vocatlonal students had attended an orientation
program about vocatzcnal educatzon, and less than one-fourth
of the non~-vocational studénts had attended such a. program.
Parents generally said that they had less knowledge
than they deszred Approximately one-half of them had
never been in a yocational educgtion classroom. About
the same ;meef statgd that they knew little or nothing

about the ¥ocational education program. Three-fourths had

134




114 ,
never.attendéi an orientation progra®, and an even larger
number felt that more information was needed to inform .
parents and students of the cpportunzt;es and benefits of
vocational education. _ ' " ) . P

' Counse;ors reporte& that almost half of their students M

were 1nformed about‘vocatzonal edncatxon.at the junior high

level, with a little over one~fourth at the 3unlor and.senior , ;_‘»l
high levels, and the remalnder recexvxng 1n£bxmatzpn only ‘
at the senior high Ievel. The maJorxty of information came -
through counselors, with general orxentatxon.and brcchuregx
frequently bezng used. ‘ : ’ P
The prnced ing results presented in this section are

'ﬁzrectly relatealto'hypotheses 2 and,ar which are concerned
with the students’ and parents' knowledge of vocatzaqal . -

education and a deczsxon whether to enrpll,

L4

Who Should Take chgtionglﬁﬁdué%tion ;

Three statements qﬁ tﬁe~questionne§re,were 6izectﬂd
toward determining attitudes concerning who should take
vocational education. Tables 61 through 63 1ocaxeﬁ 1n
append;x-M reflect the responses to these statements.

An examination of the 1nfbrm&t10n prasente&<in table 61

" shows an overwhelming consensus hy all graups that vocat;onal

educ...on is not just for those who aren't gocd at anything
else, Weli over 85 percent in each group éisagreed.W1th
this statement. ‘

A large percentage of all groups represeﬁtad‘by the -

responses in table 62 also seomed to disagree that.a student

. ‘ E 13a




- those who' can't succee&.in an,acadamic 51tuation.

qﬁnlifieé for COliege should be éiscauzageé from enteving a

vécationai'eaucation career, o

An snalysis of the responses shown in table 63 indicates
that both academically successful and academically unsuccessful

‘studants are candidates for vocational e&ucation programs, and

" that vocnt;qnal education sheu;&n't be emphasized only ﬁcx

; .
In summary, all groups felt that vocational educapion .

shaul&,not be limited to any one specific segment, but should

. i

be- ayailable for all students. ’ . ,QL ,

-This information 15 related to hypothesis 1, whi

 associated with student attitudes toward vocatxong;_eéucgtion«

t 4 5 . &

¢
4

T

Otner persons are naturally 2 majorx iéfluence on
stuéents' aeC1slons regarding enrcliment in any kind of
cuﬁriculum. The £b11¢ﬁing‘in£brmatzan relates to =
student’é’deczsxon concerning vocational educatxon ccurses.
Tables 64 ;hzough 69 are found in.appendzx N.

Anaiysis of the information cantaineélin table 64 shows

that, although athers weré cradited with influencing students'

Tareexr de»;sxans, pafents an& couiiselers ag:eed that parents’

-

“had the most influence..

- One-third of all students, however, felt they weve the
ones' who made t%eix own decisions as to whethdr to enroll in
3 vocational program. Various degrees of credit were given

to others who inflvénced them, but no one group stood out

136 :
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significantly ss far as the ctndents Were concarned. This
1nfbrratzan i shown in table 65,

C.er two-thirds of the students felt their parents
did care what coursas they teok, as illustrated & Ty the
figures compiled in table 66.

A Teview of the dsta in table 67.shows a large
parcentage of non-vocestional studenzs were uncertain as
to their parents’ opinion of their enrolling in vccaticnal
education courses, but 67 percent of the vacat;anai;?tudents
felt their pazents would 1ike them to take a vocatiopal
educatxon course. ‘
’ As can be seen by the figuras in table 34, 69, 3<petcent

of the non<vocational stuaenta felt their counselor gave then

TABLE 34

FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF»ST@DE&T RESPAYSES:
TIC STATEMENT, MY COUNSELOR SHOWED ME
ﬁHICﬂ'VOCATIONRL EDUCATION uOHRSES *
ARE AVAILABLE."

J e

»

__Yoestional : Non-vocational
—~ — Studonts ~ Students
Responses Number Percent bot umber Percent
Quits a bit 137 20.3 B T I
Some - . 242 35.9 84 4.1
Very little 106  15.8 82  13.6
None 189 25.0 as 6.3
Total . 674 100.9 59¢  {00.0 -
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no information about the availability of vocational education
-codrses, and avother 13.6 percent felt tﬁey had received
littie inforpation. Only 20 percent of the vocational
students felt the§ Here shown quite a bit about what voca-
tional courses were available, and another 35.9 percent said
their counselor had shown theﬁ sone infﬂrmatioé.\

* From ﬁhe information presented in tgble 35{ it can -
be ‘surpis d thaet 79.§,percent of the non-vocationil students
folt their'counselérs had not discussed the possiﬁility of
tﬁeir takfhg a vocationsl education course, and another 13
percent felt there was very little discussion concerning the
possibility of a vocationgl education course. Even 40 percent
of the students currently taking vocational gd&bétion courses

felt the%r counselors had not discussed ‘taking a vocational

TABLE 35

FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO
THZ STATEMENT, "MY COUNSELOR DISCUSSED THE
POSSIBILITY OF MY TAKING A VOCATIONAL
i EDUCATION COURSE."

s

VYocational Non-vocational
Students Students

Responses Nunber Percent’ Number Peycent
Yes ) 231 34.2 . 45 7.5
Yes, but ver ' )
little i72 25.5 78 13.0
Ho 272 40.3 476 79.5
Total 675 100.06 ' 500  100.0

R
R S
W
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coufse, and another 25.5 percent said they had received very
little dlscu551on fronm thezr counselor abaut this possibility.
Nearly 62 percent of the vocat 1onal students stated

that their counselor d1d not recommend they take a vocational

education course, with only 38 percent of the vocationél
students questioned answering that their counselor had made
such a recommendation. Most non-vocational students (90
percent) said their counselor had not recommended a voca-

tional course for them. This information is contained in .

Y

table 36. S . .
TABLE 36 -
PREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF STUDENT RESPONSES
TO STATEMENT, "MY COUNSELOR RECOMMENDED. ©

THAT I TAKE A VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION COURSE,"

Vocational Non-vocational

Students . Students
& Responses Number Percent Number Percent
Yes A 253 38.1 58 9.8
- No o 411 61.9 536  90.2
x Total 664  100.0 594  100.0

Oz the other hand, the Figures in table .68 illustrate
that a very large majority of the students said their coun-

selors did not try to talk them out of taking a2 vocational

education course.

i3 . -
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Students in both groups felt that their friends did

not try to talk them out of a vocational—edﬁgétion course.

This information is presented in table 69.

No one group seemed to stand out as'begng more oppocsed

to a student's enrolling in vocational education than any

other group, according to the student responses recorded in
f

table 37. Twenty-eight percent of the vocational students

R 4
. L4
e

TABLE 37

FREQUENCIES' AND PERCENTAGES OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO
QUESTION ASKING.WHO THEY FELT WOULD HAVE THE
MOST OPPOSITION TO THEIR ENROLLMENT IN A

: VOCATIONAL PROGRAM

Vocational " Non-vocational

) Students. Students
Who Would Have e
Most Opposition Number Percent Number Percent

Guidance céunselors 84, 14.5 - 103 23.6

Mother (or guardian) 40 6.9 81 18.5

Father (or guardian) 47 8.1 73 16.6
Friends 155 26.7 106 24.2

?eachefs 57 9.8 31 7.1

Others 26 4.5' 21 - 4.8

Both parents 8 1.4 -1 0.0

No one 163 28.1 23 5.2
Total 580 100.9 ' 439 100.0

140
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wrote in the fact thatVthey felt they would receive 36
opposition from anyone for taking a vo;ational'edﬁCatEOn
course.’ L |
In summary, the majorlty of parents and counselors
eed that the parents had the most 1nf1uence on a student s )

B

career decision. Houever,Awhen students were asked a 51m11ar

question as to who influenced tkeir décision about enrs>lling
in a vocational education course, the largest nuwber respoﬁdedt
that they had made the decision themselves. M»ist students ’
felt their parents did care what courses they took, and
vocational students largely felt their parents agreéd,Withf
their decision to tgké a rocational edﬁéation course, whiié
a similarly large percentage of,non-vocétionél students wers
upcertain aboug hOWAtheirAparenrs would feel about them
taking vocatiohal e&ucation.

Only a small percentage of students felt their. counselors
had tried to falk thém out of taking vocational. educatlon.
A much larger number, 40 ﬁgrcent of the vocational students
and 79.5 percent of the non-vocational students, said that
their counselors did not discuss the possibility of their
taking vocational education. Ninety percent of the pun-
vocational students and nearly 62 percent of the vocational
students stated that their counselors had mot recommended
they enroll in a vocational education course.

Students felx that more opposition to their enrollment

in vocational education would come from thelr peers, but

this is a small part of the overall response, being in the
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middle twenty percent in both cases. Although,there would
be opposition to their enrollment, a number (28 percent)
of the vocational students wrote. in that they felt no one |

; P
would. oppose their choice. , .

A /
The information contained in this section relates to
hypothesis 6, which concerns itself with the influences of
parents, counselors, and peers on the student's decision

whether to enroll in vocational education.

Changes in Programs

v’

Theré vias a varlatlon of opinions concernlng modlflca-‘i
tlens ‘to vocat10na1 praograms and those who- would take thein.
Tables 70 through 74 located in appendix 0 wili be referred
to in remarks concernlng vocat10na1 programs.

Ana1y51s of the data in table 70 indicates that over
65/percent of the counselors felt vocational educatipn should
be a continuing program from kindergarten through grade
twelve. All other groups disagreed with the counselors about
these programs being offered over this long a period of time.

As can be seen by the information presented in table 71,
at least 50 percent of all groups agreed that‘vocational edu-
cation courses should be integrated into-a common curriculum.

i

Panents and counselors had the strongest feelings about this. .
A g?od percentage of all groups were uncertain about inte-
gratinﬁ vocational education codrses into a common curriculum.
Parents and counselors had a tendency to agree that
vocatlonal education courses should be requlred for gradu-

ation. On the other hand, vocational and non-vocational
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students alike were not in favor of making vocafionai—
educatlon a requlrement for graduation. ThlS information
as reflected in table 72.

A maJorlty of all of the five groups represented by
the figures in table 73 agreed that graduation requlrements
should be mod1f1ed to enable students to take vocational
education.’ Counselors agreed with thls statement the 4
least of any of the ‘groups.

From‘the data in table 74, it would éppéar that i
vocatlonal students did not like the 1dea of taklng vocar..
tional education courses after leavi ng high school--?S
percent felt this way. They would rather have the courses
while in high school. Non~vocatdonel students seemed "
uncertain about when it wnuldfbe best to take vocational
education courses. - ' o y

In summary, when students, Qarents, and counselors were :
asked if they felt vocational educatlon should be a cont1nu1ng
K through 12 program, only counselors answered in the affirma-
tive a majority of the time. Other groups were'inclined to
disagree. Students were quite undecided whether vycarional ’
education and academic courses should be integrated into a .
common curriculum. Those students who made a decision, as
well as the other groups, éenerally agreed that vocational
education and academic courses should be integrated into a
common curriculum. Parerts and counselors were inclined

to agree that vocational education courses should be

required for high school graduation, but students yere more
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IiKely to disagree that they shou/d be requlred Vocational
students ‘and parents held the strongest feellngs that gradua-
tion requzrements should be modified to enable more students
to take vocatlonal education, while counselors, though the
majority agreed, had over 30 percent who felt otherwise.

Student replies were varied over the Statement, "I
would rather take a vocational educatlon course after I
‘leave high school than now." Vocatlonal students prefer: ed
to take the courses now, while non-vocational students were
uncertain most often. Of the non-vocational students who -
oguld decide, the maJorIt;wuould prefer vocational educatlon',
.courses in high scnool.‘ ’

A réiationship exists between this information and
‘hypotheses 1, 8, and 10, which deal with attitudes>and/or
knowledge of students, parents, and counselors about

vocational education. -

Area Vocational Schools

Two groups of responses vere tabulated concernlng jarea
“vocational schools, one with repliés from students and one
with replles from counselors, as ‘shown 1n tables 38 and 39.

As can be seen from the ﬂata presented in table 38,
counselors Teplied that 26.5 percent of their counselees
would stay at a_comprehensiue high school for vocational
training, 32.6 percent would go to an area uocational
school, and 29i6 percent would normally be able to choose

either an area vogcaticnal school or a comprehensive high

school for vocational training.
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TABLE 38

}REQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF COUNSELORS RESPONDINC
‘CONCERNING, WHICH SCHOOL IS NORMALLY ATTENDED
T BY VOCATIONAL EDUCATION COUNSELEES - P

Counselors
School . S ﬁpmbér Pgrcent
Compréhgnsive high school o ~26, 26;5 B
Area Vécafionai‘sghool 32 32i6
" Able to: choose -either a
comprehen51ve or area ) .
vocat10nal school 29 . 29.6
Other ) - - 8 . 8.2
No response . 3 - - 31
. Total . 98 ~100.6

—— -

A great discrepancy wés'found between the replies of
vocational and non-vocational students when ‘asked where
they would prefer to take vocatlonal educatlon. The area
vocational concept was not favored by 90.5 percent of the
non-vocational students, a; compared with 2.8 percént of
the vécétional étugents feeiing this way. Only 327.5 percent’
of the vocational students preferred'going to an area voca-
tional school. This would seenm to indicate that,students
prefer taking vocatlonal educatlon wlthln their own school
This information .is presented in table 39.

In summary,‘a;though oq}y‘ZG,S percent of the veoca- .

“tional education students attended a comprehensive high
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TABLE. 39 o <

A\
FREQUENCIES AND- PERCENTAGBS OF RBSPONSES BY STUDENTS
CONCERNING PREFERENCE FOR COMPRBHBNQIVE

OR AREA VOCﬁ:EngL SCHOOL

Non~vocational:

Vccatlona
Students Students
School ) L )
Preferred . Number Percent Number Percent
Area vocational ’ ' ’ s \\ -
school 245 37.5 \ 19 3.2
\ . A ‘ T *
Own school ) 177 27.1 13 2.2
Wouldn't matter 213 32.6 - 24 441
Would not take o - i
vocational :

education if

had to go to

an area voca- ' .
tional school - 18 - 2.8 - 531 90.5

Total - 655 100.0 < 587 100.0

school, a very large majority of the non-vocational-students
(90.5 percent) indicated they would not take a vocational
education course if they were required to attend an afé&_
vocational school. |
fhe evidence presented reiates to hypothesis 2, ﬁhiéh
- 1s associated with a student’s decision to enroll in a

vocational education course. ' /

14

‘Profile of Student and Family-

Tables 75 through 79 found in appendix P provi&e the

basis fdr the profile of the vocational and non-vocational
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"studént as determined by various items on the queéstionnaires.
. >

T

submitted to them. : o . -

Most students in the schoéls surveyed were caucasian,
with Mexican-American students beingvthe 6n1y76thér_grdup-
exceeding 2 percent of the student. populatlon. Of those..
sﬁrveyed the ethnlc groups ofher than white and Mexican-
American were about evenly disttibuted. The HExxcan-Américan
group, it is 1nterest1ng to note, nad approx1ma§§1y twice
the percentage enrolled in a vocatzonal program as those
not enroiled in such aAp*ogram. A breakdown of this,
Ihformatlon is contained in tabie 75. .

As can be seen in table 76, a very large ppftibn'of
the-students had no idea concerning the family income.
There appeared to be few fémilie§ in the lower income
ranges, thhfprogressxvely more 1n,each 1ncome range as
the size of the income increased. Eighteen percent of thé
vg;ati;hal families and 30 percent of the nongvocatioﬂal
families had incémes ever $15,000 per year, according to
the .students completing the questionmaires. )

Occupations ‘as reported by paiénts were broken down
iﬁto nine groups (see appendix F for a,breakdown,wiihin ,
each of the éroups shown {in table 77). The data in table 77
indicates that the fathers of vocational students would be
in largest numbers in the area of tfadeé and;industxiés,
while the fathers of ncn-vocﬁégonal students were more

2 L4
numerous in the business, technical, and professions areas.

/
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The other areas seemed to have an equal percentage from both
non~voecational and vocational fsmilies.

The mothers in vocational families snd non-vocational.

families would be found in approximately equal numéera in any

given area. Approxzmate;y 40 percent of the mothers in both”

groups-dia net work out of the home. O0f those who did work

| outside the home, the largest number were in businesses or
offices.. ‘ :
Thepﬁnformatxon in table 78 verzfles the impression .
~ that vocational students are from famzlzes wzth less. formal
educat;on than non- vocational students. Approt;mately ones,
. half cf‘the fathers of vocatlanal students had a hlgh schocl
‘ "‘ploma or 1ess, whzle nearly half of the fathers of non-
vocational students had completed some form of educatxon
- beyond high schbol. Mothers in both groups had less
.eﬁucation than the fathers, with mothers of vocational
s»udents having the least amount. It is interesting to
note that approx;mﬁtely%&b\percent of those in all four
classxfzcatxons entered some form of educatxon after high
;Zhool but &1& not conplete.it.
Table 79 lists the grade averages that stu&ents felt
hey had over the pastrfour years. The mean grade for non-',
vocational s»u&ents is higher than fc;lgpcationak students.
The pattezﬁ of grades is somewhat unusual, and s really
better 111ustrated.by'§§aph 1in figure 2..
In summary, the profile of 2 vocat10na student in

this study would show that the student felt/he had a grade
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avarage of B to C, while the non~vccatioxa1 studsat'woula
have either an A to B averaga or a B to C ava:pg& ﬂi;h
the odds about even.
The caucasian student hadAa slightly baﬁtsr chance
to be in & non~vocational class then a,vocational class,
but the Hexican-ﬁmerxcan student haé almostfthce the

chance to be snrolled in a vocational class than not to

be earolied ina vocational class. ‘
The non-vocational student would come from arfamily
with a somewhat higher average educational level and,incoha
_ than the vocational szudent. The Xocational father's occupa-
. aion would prebably be in an area of trades and industry,
\\~ while the father in the non*vocational familf'Ifkeiy’would
| be in a tec hnzcnl, bus:ness, or professional field.
This inforration relates to hypotheses 4, 5, and 9,
concerned with the demcg*aghic data about students and thedir

v
- %
.

families,

Parents’ Feel:ngs About Further Education
Tables 86 through 90 (found in appendix Q) are concazne&

with the feelings of both students, and parents and what thoﬁght

had been given td the future gn& to future education of the

+

students. PR

¥hen assked how much thought had been given to a fﬁture
‘Job and employment by them, over 70 percent of the students
in beth g}oups inéicﬁted that wuch thought had been given to
the future. LEss than 5 percent had given little thought to

#

;’ future job plans. This data is presented in table §G. <
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Analysis of the responses in table 81 indicates that
there is little difference in the numbers of vocational and
non-vocational students who had made decisions on whkat they
yanted to do after high school. Half felt they knew what

they wanted to do, kﬁil& oenly 20 percent were undecided.

.The repsinder hought they knew what they wanted to do after
hi -school. ~

anzlysis of the dats shown in table 82 discioses the
fact that by the time veroational studen*s entered high
schoel, only 18 percent had decided what they wanted to
do after high schaol, while 30 percent of the non-vocationgl
!siu&ents hed made the decision. All but one-fourth of the

tudents surveyed in both groups, both juniors and seniors,
kad decided before or during high school as to what they
would do in the future. ‘

A review of the data in téble 83 reveals that zost
yareétﬁ of both vocational students a§& non=vocational
students had discussed future plans with the students,
the parents of non-vocational students a Pi: rore than
the vocational parents, ’

One can note from the dava in table 84 that students
felt their choice of carecer was important to their parents.
Over three-fourths of the students responded that they felt
their cholce was either fairly important, quite important,
oF ¥ery important to their parents.

Parents and students, when ashed a zimilar queztion

concarning the parents’ desire that the students obtain
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further education, indicated, as shown in table 85, that
parents felt it important for students to coatinue théir
educstion after Ligh school. Parents of non-vocational ?i

students felt the most strongly about this, as disclosed

by both students and parents. é
Analysis of infornation presented in table 26 reveals A
that over half of the vocational students' parents left the
decision about college at:enéance up to the student, while
-over 59 perceat of the non-vocational parents urged and
expected their children 1o attend college. f,'

' The sare basic guestion concerning the importance of
a4 college #ducation was put to the students in a different
forn, and the parents were asked the same question as wers
the students. More parents felt it very important or
gquite important'that their ehildren’go to college than
the students realized. Ovér half of all parents felt it . <1§
very important or quite important that their children go
.to college. This information is presented in table 87.

The responses shown in table 88 1llustrate that
parents’ educational plans or desires for their children
asé‘thé students® educational plans are very simiiar.
“early half of the vocatisnal students élan ¢ go on for
further education, and over three-fourths of the non-voca- X
tional students plan to go on for zdditisnal educatien, 555
The majarity of non-vecational srudents expect to enter

degree progrars; while vocarional studests expect to enter

techniczl, trady, or business prograss .,

f} fndE )
. 15%

14
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As can be seen from the data in table 89, a large
najority of responding parents felt that vocational training

would be a worthwhile experience for their children. Less

than & percent‘?f non-vocational parents would oppose their
children’'s enroizzéﬁt in vocational education, and a majcriiy
of ali parents would not object to their child's decision

to enroll in vocational education qoursés‘ )

Parents were asked if they felt their children’s
choices for a life's Work were realistic, in terms of
2bility, aptitude, etc. Table 90 can be interpreted as
showing that 75 percgii‘of éhe'ﬁarents responding were
satisfied with their childgen's career choices. |

In summary, students indicated they had thought a
grezt deal about their funqre job or employment. Most felt
they knew what they want to do after high school and the
decision was made: before or while in high schocl. About
three-fourths of tfie students’ had giscussed.th&ir future
plans with their parents, and the parents did have an
interest in their plans. Parents indicated that they
placed more importance on thair sons or daughters acquiring
more education than students did, Parents of non-vocational
students felt stronger about tkis than vocational parents.
Further education for non-vocational }émilies generally

® ceant & four-year college; while vocational families leaned

toward vocational, technical, or busiress schosl.

Parents were asked if they felt their child or children

would henefit from vocational training in high schecl, and
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nearly all agreed they would bemefit from it. They also

indicated that they would not oppose their children

enrolling in vocational education courses. )

Parents were also asked if they felt their chiid's

{
choice of life work was realistic, and 75 percent indicated
they did.

The information in “this section is associated with

hypothesis 3, concerning the relationship between student

career goals and decisions concernlng'enrcllmeﬁt in

vocatlonal educatlon.

Counselor Profi;e

The data used to build a profile of the average

counselor in the schools surveyed is presented in tables

91 through 102 (found in appendix R}.

The information presented in table 91 indicates that
P

counselors were represented in each of the fellowing age

groupings: 20-24; 25-29; 30-35; 36-45; and over 45, The

largeéfﬂﬁumber of the counselors (nearly 45 percent) fell

within the 36 to 45 age bracket, with nearly 30 percent

of the counselors being over 45, and 17 percent being in

the 30 to 35 age group. Only abﬁut 7 percent were under

30 years of age. The majority of those counseling (52

percent}, therefore, were 30 years of age or older,

{as shown in table 92, men and women were about

egqually represented, with a slightly larger number of

men acting as counselors than women.
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A review of the data in table 93 reveals that counselors

had teaching backgrounds from all different areas. The major- -

ity cameifrom areas that had little direct contact with the
world of work other than education: 19.4 percent were
English teachers; 27.6 percent had been social science
teachers; 5.1 percent were from the fine arts area; and
10.2 percent had taught physical education. On the other
hand, 13.3 percent were from the practical arts, and 14.2
percent had either math or science backgrounds. Ten percent
did not indicate a teaching background.

The figures in table 94 show that counselors had a
minimum of one to three years of teaching exper1ence prio
to counseling. The largest number responding had four to
six years teaching experience prior o counseling, repre-
senting nearly 35 percent., Other groups were about equal
in representation.

An analysis of the data in table 95 demonstrates that
the largest number of counselors (39.8 percent) had been

counseling from four to eight years, while 23.5 percent had

"been counseling for from nine to twelve years, and 17.3 per-

cent fér more thap twelve years. Those with the least
experiénce in counseling {three years or less} accounted
for 19.4 percent of thoss represented.

Most of the counselors indicared that they worked
full time at counseling, with only 13 percent replying
that they worked less than full time at counseling, This

information is contained in table 96.
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Counselors reported that they had from less than 100

to over 400 students they counéeled. The mean number of
students counseled was 319. A composite of this information
is contained in table §7. _

The information in table 98 reveals that most of
the students we*e{ass1oned to the counselors by alphabetical
order. sgme were assigned randomly, and less than 10 percent.
were assigned by some other method not speC1f1ca11y listed
in the questionnaire.

Analysis of information presented in table 99 indicates-
that counselors had counseled f£rom none to one hundred students
who had enrolled in vocational education. The mean number of
counselees enrolled in vocational education was 41.53. The
mean number of all students enrolled by counselors was 319.

:From these figures it ;as computed that 13 percent of the
counselors' students were enrolled in a vocational progrdm.

A review of the data in table 100 indicates that
9 percent of those counseling had worked less than one year
full time in a job other than education. ! About 57 percent
had worked from one to five years, and 30 percent had worked
outside of edug;tion for over five years.

A surprisingly large number of counselors replied that
they had taken either high school or post high school voca-
tional education courses. Nearly 41 percent said they had,
and that they had worked in the trade; 16 percant/had taken

courses but had not worked in the trade; 41.0 percent of
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‘those respondiné had no vocationalgpackground. _The respéﬁses
to this item are given in table 101.

One can note from the data presented in tabls 102 that
46.8 percent of thé counselcrs claimed to have lcoked into
what is taught and how in vocational classes, 29.2 percent
had observed vocational education classes, and 18.8 percent
had had the experience of a visit to the vocational '
education classtoom in their school.

In summary, a profi}e of the average counselor, as
compiled from the information reported by the counselors
surveyed would put the cﬁaﬁces of the counsélor being a man”
or woman as pretty even, with the chances being Snghtly in
favor of the men. The average age bracket of the counselors
was found to be between 36 and 45. ' . )

The chances were also about even that the counselor
would have taken some type of vocational education course
either in high srhool or after, and would have held some
type of job out’of thn educatlonal field for from one to
flve years.

The person being described would have been counseling
for from four to eight years, after having taught four to
six years, probably in English or social science. That —
person would be a full time counselor with 319 counselees,

13 percent of whom would be taking a vocational education

course, The counselor would have probably looked into the

vocational program to see what was taught and how.
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This section, "Counselor Profile," is provided to give

the reader a clearer view of the counselor when evaluating

counselor reaction as presented in this report,

Counselors' View of Parents' Attitudes

' The-in%ormation presented in table 103 in appendix S
is a comparison of parents' 4ttitudes toward vocational
education and the counselors' v%ew of the parenfs' attitudes.
Each statement on the questionnaire was recoded so that‘in
each case 4 represented the strongest positive attitude
toward vocational education and 0 the least positive attitude,
The mean score was then computed for each quéstion for each
group. An average mean score wasvcoméuted from each group,
and it was found that both vocational parents and non-voca-

tional parents recorded a more positive attitude toward

vocational education than the counselors perceived. This

same infbrmétion/is reflected in graph 2 in a more visual N

form. 4-"
~Parents of vocational students showed a somewhat |

higher mean on individual statements than non~vocational

perents, but in most cases followed the same pattern as the ‘

non-vocational parents, and were higher than counselors felt

they would be. .

Analysis of the statements showing the greatest difference
between parent responses and how counselors felt parents would
respond shows that parents have less adverse feelings about
vocational education being only for those with low grades or

ability than counselors realized. Parents also indicated more
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of a feeling for vocational worth than counselors ﬁad perceived,
The prestige afforded those in a vocational program was also
rated higher by parents than counseiofs had indicated it

would be. Graph 2 in figure 3 illustrates how counselors

in most every case misjudged the attitudes of‘parents tcwéré‘
ﬁoc&tional education,

" The information presented in this section will help
111u$1nate hypothe51s 14, wirich is cOncerned.w1th the

counselors! vxew of the parents! attitude concerning -

vocational education.
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CHAPTER V¥

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Sumzary
The major purpose of this study was to isolate the
perceptions and influences that relate to a student's
décision whether to enroll in a vocational education
course. Specific variables were analyzed to ascertsin
existing relationshiys and to provide a.séérting~point

for modx‘icaticn,cf these perceptions and influences whmch

~ seem fo deter stu&ents who could benﬁfit from anrollment

in vocational education. ‘Itéias of ;mpoztance to identify
and compare the presept perceptions and influences of
students, their parents and counselors for future evaluating,
oriégting, couﬁg&iing, and curriculum planning for vocational
edﬁcation programs in the state of Colorado, !

An attitude questionnaire was constructed éo measure
attitudés toward vocational education and knowledge of
vocational edutatién. Statements:uer&.érawn from a group
of seventy people consisting of teachers, stﬁdentS; parents,
and counselors. Items were also drawn from & previous study
by Dr. Ivan E. Valentine of Celorédo Statg University. The

following procedures were used to csnstrﬁét, véliéate;,ani

check reliability of the attitude questionnaire.
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A list of sixty statements relaied to vocatianal
education was made up with responses in the form of a
zkaert-type scale. TFive vocational education teachérs p
rated each statement either favorable or unfavoraule .
toward vecational education on & zerg-t o‘fbnr scale.

A questionnaire was then constructed and administered
to a total of f&é stuéents at E1 Paso Community College and
the University of Colorado, Colorado Springs. The scores
were ranked and divided, with the top twenty-five percent
most favorable and.the low twenty-five percent %gést favor-
able statements being used. A £ test was run between the
high and low groups. Twenty-four statements were séieéte&
with t scores ranging from 2.79 to 8.52. Twelve statements

Vs
were in favor and twelve statements were not in favor of

4

vocational education.

‘ To check the reliability of the questiomnnairé, it
was given to a group of students st the University of
Colorado, with the reéults showing a correlation of .86,
indicating t{,éat the instrument was valid. .

Separa%e data gathering instruments were developed

for stﬁdentsé parents, and counselors. Each of the )
different inétruments was m%de up ¢f two sections; one . was
the attitude %uestionnaire, and the other te collect dero-
graphic aniksiecific infornation from each group.

The par icipants of the study were selected so the

fznéings could be projected throughout the state of Colorade. -

The areas surveyed represented the rajor portion of the

162
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‘population, as well a§ éivérsé g%ographic and economic areas.
The six school districts surveyéd were Boulder Valley School
District RE-2, Colorado Springs Scﬁool District 11, Fort
Morgan School District RE-3, Littleton Schocl District &,
. Mesa County Valley School District 51, apd Pueblo School ~

District 62. The areas in the survey represented approxi-
mately seventy-five pesrcent of the population of Celoradc;

The sawpling size in gech district included approxi-
mately one hundred non-vocational students, one hundrad
vocational students, with an equal nupber of yareﬁ? for
earﬁ group. One hundred angd eight counselors were surveyed
in the six sch?ol districts. 'This amounted to a total of
2,508 participants. One hundred percent of the students®
qﬁestionnaires were returned as they were administered in
each district by Brown and Ciar#s Over e*ghty percent of
the parent quostionnaires were returneé te the schasl or by ‘
nail. Of the counselors surveyed, ninety-one percent returned
the questionnaires.

In order to measure various differences in the variables,
the groups were stratified into vocatiopal and non-vocational.
Clark surveyed the vocaticnal students and their parents in
each school district, and Brown 5§rvayed the nen-vocational =
students and their parents. The counselor questionnaires
were administered in each school district the sdme day as
their counselees were being surveyed,

The daza was collected from the scheol districts in

Hovenber and Decerber of 1975 on the fellowing dates:

i6o
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ﬁévaabar 10, School District 11; Movember 12, School District
60; November 17, School District 51; Noverber 18, School
District 6; December 4, School District RE-2; and Decenber 18,

Schosl District RE-3. k
Analysis of data was done from commercially punched and’
verified computer cards at the University of Colorado computer
<center. The Statistical Frocedure for SoéiaI Sciences (5P3S)
_progran was used. 'rhe<ana1?si§ of variance and subsequent
F test weve used to test the significance of &ifferenées’
azong the various groups at the .01 confidence lgvez. éﬁe
Pearson Product-Mprent Coefficient of Correlation was corputed
for four of the hypcthegés with the nuil hypotheses beiﬁg'
rejected if the correlation was significant az the .01 or
.05 level, When the neans éf THO groups were compared by,
t test, the .01 level was used to tpst significance. Remains
ing hypothesas were tested ﬁﬂiag ihe Chi-square method, and
the null hypotheses were rejected or accépted at the .01 |
ievel. All responses of izers ‘that pertained to the percep-
tions of vocational education were figured and corpared on a

. percentage basls.

“Conclusions

The conclusions reached from this study are based on

~data tollested for the study. Fifteen hypothesss were reqted,
and the following cenclusions wers drawn after analysis of

the hypothesas:
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There 15 a significant difference in tke %tti:uﬂ@
'tgward vocational education held by those ‘enrolled
in vocaticnal aéucatiea from the attitude he}é by
those not in a vocarional edGcation caaréeﬁ with
those enrolled holding the rore favorable atritude.
There is 2 significant relationship between the
student’s decision to enrsll in vocational edu~
cation and his/her prior knowledge of vacational
edncafienf Scveral sources of poteatial knowledge
vere compared, and in each case the vecational
student had been involved 1o a significantly
greater degree than the non-vocational student.
Students sgho hud been enrolled in an industrial
arts class; had besn in 2 vocational education
classroon; had visited local industry; had
attended an ortentation prograzn; or had beus
shown which courses were available by theit
counselor: were more likely to be enraii%é in i
vecational éég&&tiéﬁ Lourse than those who had nor.
There 15 a sipnificant relationship between a
student’s carver goals and his/her d@éiﬁiﬁg 1o

enroll in a vogational education COUrSeE,

y

&
3
mw

dtudents wers asked what Yind of work they
expeitied 10 be doinRg ten years froo now.  Mpat

Jrocational students cspected to be warking in a
field for swhich vocational sducition i< a pro-

Yoquiiite, «hile non-wocational student: rasged
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fron professisnal positions to unskilled,
but fﬁﬁxliﬁiﬁd cccupations requiring
vocational tratning.
There is ro signific&nt relationship between
the income level of the. family and the student's
ttitude roward vocational educatisn,
There is no significant relationship boetseen
the student's othnic background and his/her

attitude toward vocational education,

There is a significant differcnce in the

tnfluence of parents, counselors, and. peers
on the vocatiomal student and the non-vocational
ttudent, - Vocational students felt that pPeeTs
kad the rmost iﬁ*i&;&i@; while non-vocaticnal
students felt that parents had the ros:
influence. Many students felt that they
tlone haé made the decision uhe:b&i 3r not

te enroll in a vocational education class,
?area£§ and counielsrs £olt that parents had
the most tnfluencte. The writers feel that
Ltudents =~ ; not realize Eé&tsinfluﬁﬁieé are
3:;5%13; invelved in decizions, and parent:

=37 well ke the ones whe swaettf the meot

9""1

influrpee
Thvre 15 a signsfigant relationihip bet«ian

the “tudentsi’ and parents’ attitudes §éﬁard

s20ati0nal education foy voth vooational
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and non-vocational groups. carents of yocational
and non-vocational students indicated a more

- faverable perception toward vecational education
than did their children.

. There is a significant relaticnship betwean the

- ' §arents‘ knowledge of vocational education and
*
their attitude toward vocaticnal education, A
correlation of parents™ knowledge and attitséés,
though low, was significant, and indicated that
yérents with greater knowledge of vocational
education would likely have a rore favorable
attitude, A
8. There is a significant ralationship between tie
parents' educational level and their attitude
toward vocational educatien. The coryelation
. between the father's gducitianaﬁ ievel and an
‘ average of both mother and father indicated &
negative cosfficient. The coefficient was
again’laﬁ, but significant, showing that there
13 the probability that the less education
- parents have, thr higher would be the:r attitude
toward ?95%216&&2 education.
19, There ic no sipnifican? rgiatiaaéh:p betwern a
cgﬁﬁgﬁ1§£*§ knowledge of wocaticnasl sducation

and hir/her attitude toward vocaticnal vduration.

i1 There &5 no ssgnificant relaticaship botween the

Lounzelor’s work experience autcide of the acadenic
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world and the ratio of counselees enrolled in
vocational educatiorn. ,

There is no significant difference in the ratio

of students enrclled in vocational education by
those counselors with a favorable attizude toward
vocational education znd those with an unfavorable
attitude toward vacazicﬁal education,

There 15 a significant difference in the parents’
attitude toward vocetional educaticn and the
counselors' perception of the parents’ attituggﬂgﬂﬁf
toward vocational education. -éﬂ;nagﬁfiéagAgér

the rmean attitude score for vecational and ron -
vocational parents with the counselors' view of
parents’ attitudes showed that counselors esti-
mated parents' atzitudes to be pmuch lower than
they actuaiiy were, Of particular interest was
the difference noted between parenis’ and coun-
selors' responses to the statements concerning

whe should take wocational educzazion, the worth

of vocational education, and the prestige afforded
thoie in a vocational education progran., (Counselors
tonsistently ﬁﬂéfrgstzﬁated parents’ feelinges in
thess areax.

Tnere 12 a significant relationssip betvern g
student's grades and the counselor's attitude
teward enrslling the student in a yocatignal

rducation course, An analysis of variance
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was nade, comparing student grades with student

"

replics to two statenments concerning vocational

e education information supplied by the c¢ounselor

G

and the counselgr's reconmendation whether to

take a vocational education course. A definite
relationship between gtudent grades and counselor
attitude toward enrolling the student in voca-
tional education was established, 4 comparison
of grades for vocational and non-vocational
students confirmed that vocational students

. had a lower grade avefage.

o
[ %3
Ll

There is no significant difference in the
atritudes toward vocational edugatian‘in the
metropolitan areas of Colorado. The attitudes
of parents, students, and counselors foward
vocational education were compared for the
six areas surveyed, There was no significant

, difference among the groups from the various
areas. Therefore, it can be inferred that the
data, information, and recoomendation: af this

study will be equally valid throughout the ..

state of Colavadn.

Individual ften responses from the QUELYIORNALTeS ware
analyzed. The following conclusions relating to 4 student’s
decision to enroll 1n 2 vocatisnal eAUCITiGN COUrLe weTe

fryrulated:
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The majority of parents and counselors felt
that vocational education was necessary for
8 strong economy, With an oven stronger
majority feeling it was bscoming increasingly
valuable in the present economy.

A large portion of those surveyé%é%?re unceytain

‘1f vocational training would be an advantage in

the job market over a college-type education.
¥hen considering that eighty percent of jobs
available over the next few years will require
traiﬁing of a vocational nature, this is
unfortunate,

Students often displayed an uncertainty when

asked questions relating to vocational education.

Vocational students nad more knowledge and dis- . -

played a more favorable attitude than did non-

vocational students. lon-yocational students,

:zhirﬁ indicating a generally favorable attitude,

apprzared at times to consider vocational education
less worthy than an acadenic aducation.

Parents and counselors felt that working with
one's hands was as worthwhile as working with
one's mind, and that this type of work could
provide 3 prestigious carser, Students wers
generally uncertaln if this was #rus.

Students, parants, and counselors disagreed with

the notion that only students with low grades
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took vocational education. A comparison of
grade averages showed the vocational students'
grades followed 2 reasonably normal curve,
poaking at the B-C level. Non-vocational stu-
dents' grades showed a bi-modal curve, peaking
at the B-C level and at the A-B leval. The
mean grade for the non-vocational student was
somewhat higher than for the vocational student.
All groups surveyed agreed that parents needed
to overcome the notion that vocaticnal education
is a socond-class education, which points up
the image problem that apparently exists,
Counselor: indicated a more favorable attitude
toward veocational education than any other
group, and stated that vocational educaticﬁ
was a Worthuhile program that would benefit
nost students. However, approximately seventy
percent of the non-vocational and sixty percent
of the vocational students reported that their
counselers had not recommended that they enrel]
in vocational education.
All groups surveyed were in agroement that tie
school districtes should ke responsihle for
providing vocational educarion programs. Many
were uncertain of the cost of vocational edu-

cation programz, but very fow folt they cast

more than thelr worth,

i71




=4

10.

11.

i2.

13,

14,

/

151

b S

Parents and counselors generally agreed that
taking a vocational education course would not
limit exposure to other carsers. Nearly .all

parents felt thar their child or children

‘could benefit from vocational training and

would not oppose their onrolling.,

Over eighty percent of the vocational education
students had taken industrial arts courses, while
less than half of the non-vocational students had.
Over half of the non-vocational students had
never been in a vocational education classreom.
Nearly three-fourths of the non-vecational

students knew nothing or had enly 2 vague idea

- of what happens in a vocaticnal education course.

Approximately half of the students' parents had
the same view, ‘

Hore than ono-third of the students not enrolled
in a vocationzal education caurse,indicated that
they would have liked to, but were unsure of
what they would be getting into. |
Counselors reported that almost half ef their
counselees were informed about vocational
aducatien at the funior kigh level, with about
Dne’f@ufth receiving Information at both the
junior and senior high levels, and one-fourth

recelving information only at the senior high

lovel, Trree-fourths of all stadents felt a

17%
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need for mcm« opportunity to investigate
vocational education at the junior high
level.
Counselors stated that the majority of
vocational education information canme
through them with general orientation and
brochures frequently used, Forty percent
of the vecational students and twi%a that
many non-vocational students reported that
their counselors had not discussed the
possibility of their ené&lling in a voca-
tionzl education course. Over half of the
vocational students and more than throe-
fourths of the non-vocational students had
never atteaded an orientastion progran con-
cerning vocational education.
Parents felt very strongly the need for more
information concerning the opportunities and
benefits available with vocational education.
All groups surveyed felt that vocaticnal
education should not be Itmited to any one
segment of the school population, but should
be available fér all students,
Farents and counxelers had a tendency to agree
that vocational education sheuld be required

for graduation. Students did not agroe.
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The majority of parents and students, and
nearly half of the counselors felt that
graduation requirements should be modificd

to allow more students to enroll in voca-
tional aducation.

The majority of vocational students and
nearly half of the non-vocational studepts
preferred to take a vocatiomal education
course while in high school rather than

after graduation. Half of the non-vecational
students were undecided,

Eighty-eight percent of the non-vocational
students reperted that they would not take

a vocational course iLf they had to enroll in
an area vecatiopal school. As some of the
area vacatianailschecls in the state are
experiencing difficulty in ohtaining fuil
enroliment, 3 case could be nade for the
corprehensive high school where the student
can obtain the training within the school.
¥ost high school students had thought a great
deal about their future job or erployment and
had made a decision about their future, cither
in high school or before.

Three-fourths of the students surveyed had diz-
cussed their future plans with their parents and

the parents were interested in the plans nade.
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.24. Parents had 2 stromger desire for their sons
or daughters to go on for more sducation than ,
did the students,

Further education for non-vocationsl fapilies

[ %)
L %2 ]
»

generally meant a four-year college, while
vocational families leaned toward vecational,
technical, or business scheol.
26. Seventy-five perceont of the parents surveyed ) '
felt their child's choice of 1ife work was
realistic.
27. While a fairly large nuzber questioned were
unsure, half of all groups felt that voca-
tional education and academic courses should

be integrated inte a common curriculun.

Rocopmondations

The following recommendations as 3 result of this study
are smade by the writers:

1. The State Board for Community Colleges and
Occupational Education should prepare a
booklet showiag the arecas of erployront where
jebs will be available when gtndeﬁts graduate
fron high school. The booklet should describe
tho type of work dome, the advantages and
disadvantages, and the educatienal r&quire?

sents for entry level skills.
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3.

A simdilar, though less dotailed, brochure
shouid be prepared, to be available teo
students and parents through the scheools.

The State Departrent of Zducation or sore
sinilar organization should call a conference
of counselors and administrators to discuss
the 5ubject’0f why counselors explain or
reconmend vocarional educat.on courses for

so few. 7

Vocational instructors should write a course
description for each vocatisnal course for
use by counselors, giving infomatioz; about
the course content, okjectives, zethe&s\cf
instruction, prerequisites for egrcllin§¢ and
end result or entry level skillAtu be ezpected.
A counselor at each‘gchcai shgalé be appointed
te coordinate a program that will infors all
students and parents of the opportunities and
benefits available with vocational e&ucatie;,
An effort should be made at the juaior high
level to involve students in a PTOgran or
progracs that will give then a 53513 for
career decisions.

More effort should be =ade to encourage
students to enrall in industrial arts courses

at the sumior high level.
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School districrs should consider the pessibility
of vodifying graduation requirements to enahlia
rore students to enroll im a vocational progran.
Scheol districts should consider the possibilicy
of requiring soxe occupational educrtion to
assure that & srudent is epployable when

graduated from high school.,

Schoal districts with area voca iﬁﬁ%& schoolis

to rore completely utilize ghe exiﬁting facil-
ities, should initiate or &xpan& *bﬂ crienxatien
of students and parvents to the area vacat;naai
school hefore the tire a deeis;aﬂ nust be nade
whether te enrell in 2 vocar 1anazﬂ§;5grgﬂ,
Schoel districts planning nww or expanded
¥vocational programs should consider the
possibility of including such prograns in

3 corpréhensive high schosl rather than in

in area vacational school.

School districts should determine the feaszi-
Brlity of integrating vocaticnal eéat&;i&a

snd acadenics 1nto one curricuium,

Additional Research

e

It 14 recomrmended that the foiles wing rescdrch be
cons tsdered:
1. That 3 <tudy be mads to Jdetermine the

relationship betwesn counselors' atiitudes

1775




toward vocatienal education and their

counselees' attitudes teward vocationgl

=sducazion,

That a 4tudy be conducted.to deternine what
5tigmn is attached to vocational educatinﬁ;
or why parents consider vosarional education
A5 3 sessndatlégg education.
That 2 study be done to deternine why
aaun eidrs recommend vocational educaticn

| to such 3 linited nunber of students. -
That a study be made to deternine the Yést
cethod or zethods nf getting og;ﬁﬁétianaih

information to :uéanta and parents.

Ll

It is hoped by the writers that the results of this
study will lead to expanded opportunities for the ztzudent
to gain he necsssary information necded to mske an
intellitgent choice of 3 life career through improved
carger exploratory efforts and goneral :ﬁid&ﬁﬂe of studoents

:ag;téiﬁz vocational eagﬁaticn,
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APPENDIX A

QUESTIONNAIRES USED TO DEVELOP AMD VALIDATE
STATEMENTS ABOUT VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
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Tha-following questionnaire

4n the corner to aid-in knowing whore the quostionnal
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varying perceptions

' tm&éﬁé

vocational education

Developed by )
- James E.Brown and Gary M. Clask
‘ ’ 1875
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[ Felonnalre:has been designed to aid-in-gathering tnformation
e&ncéfmﬂzfibé%ﬁiﬂswmﬁﬂmT@t‘m@%@»?@%@“%s'iﬂl.@i*mftﬁlé‘@?
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Do st place your name anywhéré onihie questiontialre. Thare {5'a tumber
= X v A : it o ; m"simm. Mlmn
¢ held i the strictast confidence and;no-refarence. to-ndl-
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~For -thé purpose of answering- this questionnaire, vocational educatlon is

.

+,

defined a5-thodo coursds at the high achool lovel designed io teach a studont-
9 necessary entry level skills needsd to got 2)job-in a trade.of industry.
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. 10, Warking Mih oun's hands is m%as wﬁhw‘hﬂau
wnrking with one’s mind.

4

e e T
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11. Vocatighal oducaucn camars ama’&asmnm
or iniamsﬂng as coliegs caroars.
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14. A mmmmqmum for college should bo
diseouraged from eatering a yocational bdumaa
CATERT.

‘!\:

15’. Satt:x! vocationad education is ihz foundation of a
healthy mnomy,
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C34 o - . . .

0 ——Strongly Agvee @ 19. Vocational edueation Should te offored as 2 cop-
Lo AgTRE : Unuiog program from grades kindergaricn through
Z e Unceztain = twelve, . . .

3w Disagree . . -
4w Sirongly Disagres . .

c25 . :

P Sto0ngly Agres - 20. Parents nead to ovarcome the notion that vocatio
o le—eAgroR education 45 a second-class eduéation. >

3-—-—2)15:5;;&5

ArememSironsly Dleggre

C28 . )

€ StrOngly Asres | 21 Some vocational education cov: ‘33 should be roe
1 Agree quirsd for high zeboo! gradusion.

* & e Uncoruate '
3 e Disazres
4 Strongly Dicagres

Lov+ BN e ) _
0 e Stiungly Agree 22. More inyrmation s newdod to inform parents and
Y AgTo0 studanty of the opportunities and bonefils of vocge
Lo Ucertain tlonal educatian,

b P .

4w..smggiy Dizazree

c2s ' .
0~—Strongly Agvee 23. Voeationa} ediftation casts too much moaes
- S !:a;cmin ’
T Jeemm Piagroe _ i
{ §=——-Strongly Disagree - 2

-

Qe Stroosly Agreo 24, Vocatioral educaticn ecursos and aeademic courses
¥ e A0 ﬂhﬁﬁid‘bc integraied tnio 2 commoen curriculum,
§""‘-"mm e “

Ao Sirorgly Disagree

PART B

Continve with Part B, filling in the information It the blanks or checking
, your cholce of responses as you did in Pa:t' A, .

1. Schools
2, Grade:

C3o .
NN § | . . w
S} 2

3. F‘atlhsr‘s or Guardiza’s Ceeupation:
c3

4, Mother’s or Guardian's Octupation;
clz ’

'
" 5. Sox: .
. Ci3 -
‘MF mal o T <.
g-—-..,:;zile ° 200
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8. Ethnie Backgrouna: .
C34 :
T~ e Y Blzek
TTZmModcsneAmeriean

Semcr-Clher (ploasa indicate)

7. Wiso was your 10 grade eounselor?
036 e

. Hc;’lonzhaveyeunvedmmaclty’
cs
Oloss than I yoar
lemwd 19 2 yaars
23 £0 § YOIrS o
35 10 § yoars
4 t0 8 yours

88 years or longer
S. What kind of work do you expect to be doing ten ysare.2rom now?

14

~—

c38 '
C38
19, What do you esttmato as the income of your famiiy?
£40
0ie] have no idoa.
le—lass than $3,000
2enme$3,000 to 34,989
335,000 to $6,908
4—-%7,000 to $8,959
5——-$8,000 to $10,98%
, 6—een$11,000 to 12,988
Te$513,000 0 $14,989
Sdvor $15,000

11. My grades during the past four fears averaged
cql .

O—--—-»A v

leehB

z--—-.s - -
3 BC

 —

S5emnCD

€D

12.. My sducational plans payond high school ar
caz /

Oscéllego or university (4 years),
Juweecommunity college,
S——otechnical or tfade school.

r J—mmubitsiness school.
4ma-Armod Forves.
S—-othar (please spocity),

Commnmt2aily don't know,
#3. How do your parents feal about your attending college?
C43

OumTake It for granted T will go o collsge.

Lo hetively urge me to Z6 o college.

Ze—wJust say it 1S up to ms.

Sm-Have mixed feolings about my atiording colloge.

4 Are somewhat opposed to my attending college.
LemuDoni't know. 2 O 6 ’
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4. Ho¥ important is it to your parents that you go to college?
C44

0—-Very fmportant
l——Quile important
A——Fairly important
3——Not very important
4——Nof importznt at all
S——Really don’t know

13. How !mx;oth.nt 13 it to your pirests that you go-on for more education?
Cc45

“0———VYery imporiant

3 Qraite tportant
2——Falrly important
3ot very important
4— ot tmportant st al}
S—~Really don’t know

i

¢ 16. -How fmportant {s your cholce of a caresr to yOur parents?
. c48

Owe-Vary important

YeQuite important

2—Falrly important

3—Not very important

4ot important at a1 ‘
S~—Really don’t know

17. Are sou presently enrolled i a vocational program?
C47
lenYeos
I,

18. The declsion whether to enyoll in 3 vocational program was influseeed mostly by
C48 .
_ Qenemy guidznce counsslor
L——friends ?y own age ;
2———parents (or guardian
3——-other membears of the family
4—teachers.
S——other (please specity) |

13, 1 feel that the most opposition to my enrolling in & vocatonal program
would éome from ’
C449 .
0— —guldarce counzelors
l——mothar (or guardian)
Ze—father (or guardian}
Smmmetriends
4em—tgachers .
S——others (please specity

- 20. Ic aé%ve thought about my futupe job and employment
Oermsa great deal, ’

) S I, ,
Z——some. :
3——not much.

\ 4——confused about plans,

2. Iéosfou know what you want to do after high school?

1] think  kefow. 20
2w—Undactded.

ERIC %
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22. Idecided what I want to do after high school n
(043
O~—-elementary sshool.
lee——junfor high.
2——senior high.
3——-undecided.

23, hégsparents and I have distussed my future plans
C——quiite a hit.

lesisome.
2m—very litile.
ne.

24. My parents don’t care what courses I take.
Cs4 ‘

0—Strongly Azree
lee—Agree

25. My parents would like to have me take 2 vocational education cougse.
C55 )
0——Strongly Agrée
l—Agree
2——Uncertain i
&——Disagree
4—-Strongly Disagree

26. Iwould like to take 2 vocational education course but am unsure gbout
what I’d be getting into. ’
Ccs56 .
0——Strongly Agree
le——Agree -
2 ——-Unsertain
3eeDisagree
4——Strongly Disagree

27. My counselor recommended that I take a vocational education course. .
C57 .
leYes ’
5—do

28. My counselor discussed the possibility of my taking a vocational education
course.

Cs58

0--——-Y85- ,

le—-Yes, but very iittle. : /
p— (N J -4 "

= ‘;'

| . 5. ]
29. My counselor showed me which Ypeatidnal education courses are avatlable.

C59 R i
0-——Quite a bit. N o
le——Some. . N
2——Very litile. . “
3eeNone. ’

’

30. My counselor talked me out of taking a vecationai education courge.
C60

O——.Definitely. /
J———Tried to. . )
2-——Hinted at it.

3—-—Did not try.

'31. My friends talked me out of taking a vocational education course. ,
C6] ’
O“—Mn‘tely! 1
beTried to. 2 0 8 ) ‘
2~—-Hinted at it. '

3emDid DOt LTy ‘ : ¢

et 7")1—




32.

34.

35.

36'

37.

38'

39.

40.

188 2 e

If 1 were to take a vocational education course, ’

cs2 . : : .

0——1 would prefer to go to an zrea vocatonal school.

1——I would prefer to take it at my own school.

2——{t wouldn’t matter where I would go. : .

3—1I would not take vacational education if 1 had to go B
to an area vocational school. .

I would rather take a vocational education course after I leave high school
than now. :

C63 :

0——Strongly Agree

le——Agree

2——-Uncertair

3—-—-Disazgree

4___Strongly Dissgree

Did you take any industrial arts courses in junior high school?

C64

0——No

l—Yes, 1

e L . ) . :
3—Yes, 3 : _ . :
4-———Yes, more than 3 -l

Have you ever been in a vocational education classroom?

C65

0—-Never

1e———Once or twice

2——-Occasionally

3—Fairly often :
4-——Whenever I have the opportunity i

How many of your friends take vocational education? ~

C66 P

0~——None (0) ’ .
l——Some (1t0 3) -
%A few (4 to 8) ’ '
38——-Muny (more than 8) .

Have you ever attended an orientation program that explained what vocational . .
education programs are and what they offer? i " . i
c67
Je—Yes
5-—-No

How olten in the past year have you had the opportunity to visit a jocal
industry (not where you work)?

C68 .

0——None o ‘

le—.Once or twice

Zw—-Occastionally

3—Fairly often

4—-—~Whenever I have the opportunity

How much do you feel you know about what happens in a vocational
education course?
C69

0———Xothing

1o A vague idea T ' -
2— -Have fair amount of knowledge ’
3——Good knowledge

4——Very good knowledge

}é% any member of your family ever taken a vocational education course?
le——Yes

5-No ‘ 205 | - ,

A e
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COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Stats Office'Building, 201 E. Colfax

Denver, Colorado 80203

Telephonse (303) 892-2212

Calvin M. Frazisr, Commissionor

vear Parent:

%

1 would like to call your atteation to this particular study. Mr. Brown
and Mr. Clark have endeavored to inves tigate -3 statewide concern that has
frequently surfaced as we have engaged in many recent career education and
vocational education discussions.

As you will note, in their questionnaire they are trying to get st the
concerns and perceptions existing as students contemplate enrolliment in
vocational education offerings. 1If we are tc improve our career exploratory
efforts and our general guidance to all students in regard to vocational
education offerings, your help is most impertant in helping educators
define such fcelings. Because of the interest in this study, we will
endesvor to circulate broadly the results of the study.

Sincerely, -
Calvin M, Frazier ’
Comfnissioner of Educatfon ;

Dear Parent:

We are cbnducting a study to help identify and compare the varying pérceptions
toward vocational education of students, their parents, and their counselors. :

This study will attempt to isblate the perceptions znd influences that relate to
a student’s decision to enroll in 2 vocational education course. .

The findings should be useful in the following ways:
1. To 'h%e}p in evaluating the pre-vocational programs now offered

2. To help in formulating plans for pre~vocational programis for
the future

3. To help in evaluating the need for and content of informational
programs for students and parents

-

4. To help in evaluating counselor effectiveness in counseling
students concerning vocational education

The study is to be conducted in six metropolitan areas of Colorado. Your
district was chosen because of its location and the vocational education pro-
grams ruu in the district. As you can see from the enclosed letter from
Dr. Frazler, Colorado Commissioner of Education, he feels that this study
can provide needed information for use throughout the state. To successfully
complete this study, we need and would appreciate your cooperation. .

% s - = e
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The following questionnaire has been designed to afd in gathering information
concerning the varying perceptions of vocational education asthey are related
to parents, counselors, and students. It is very important that you answer
each question with the one answer that best expresses your feeling by
placing a c‘heck before the appropriate response. :

Do not place your name anywhere on the questionnaire. There is a number ~
in the corner to aid in knowing where the questionnaire is from. All re-
sponses will be held in the strictest confidence and no reference to indi-
viduzals or their replies will be made at any time.

For the purpose of answering this questionnairzs, vocational education is
defined as those courses at the high schoo! level designed to teach 2 student
the necessary entry level skills needed to get a job in a trade or industry.

Thank you for your time and effort.

PART A

Please disregard the figures in front of the responses--~they are for

computer coding only.

Cc6

0——-Strongly Agree
l——Agree

2 Uncertzain
3e———Disagree

4 Strongly Disagree

ok

0 ——sStrongly Agree
1l Agree

2= Uncertain
3~——Disagree
4—Strongly Disagree

C8
0 ——Strongly Agree
l——~Agree
2 e Uncertain
* 3.=-—Disagree
4 ——.Strongly Disagree

Cc9

0 ———Strongly Agree

1 Agree

2 e Uncertain

3 —Disagree

4 ——-5Strongly Disagree
C10

0 ~~——Strongly Agree

1 ———-Agree

2w Uncertain

3 ~—Disagree

4 ——Strongly Disagree

Cll

0 ——-Strongly Agree
l.—— Agree

2 . Uncertain

3 v Disagree

4 ——Strongly Disagree

1. In the present job market, vocational education is
becoming increasingly valuable.

2. Students need more opportunity at the jundor high
level "to investigate what vocational education

programs offer.

3. Vocational &ducittion is for those who aren’t good
at anything else.

<

4, Vocstional education will help solve problems
caused by unemployment. .

5. Students with low grades take vocational education
courses.

6. Vocatiohal education is better for many students
than college.
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C12 ; -
0——Strongly Agree 7. Vocational education does not provide aprestigious M
1 Agree : carser. -
S~ Uncertain

3 e Disagree

4~——Strongly Disagree

C13
0 ——Strongly Agree 8. 1t is not the public school’s responsibility to provide

1l — Agree vocational education at the high school level. E
20— Uncertain ) . s i
3~ Disagree

4-———Strongly Disagree

Cil4

0 —5Strongly Azree 9. High school graduation requirements should be
1w Agree modified to enable more students to take vocational
2.« Uncertain educaton.

38— Disagree ! ,

4 ——5Strongly Disagree

s

C15 . ’ cz
0——Strongly Agree 10. Working with one’s hands is not as worthwhile as :
l——.Agree working with one’s mind. 3
2 - Uncertain ) -
3 e Disagree .

4——-Strongly Disagree

Ci6

0 — Strongly Agree 11. VocaHonal education careers aren't as challenging )
1———Agree or interesting as college careers.

2«— Uncertain -

3 Disagree ,
4-~——Strongly Disagree )

Cc17

0 ——Strongly Agree 12. Vocational educatfon is just an easy way to get
I Agree *  through schoot and doesn’t have real benefit.
2—-—-,— Uncertain

3~ Disagree . -

4~ Strongly Disagree

C18 f ,
0-—-——’-Stmng1y Agree 13, Students who také vocitonal education have a better
l—— Agree -chaice to find employment than Students who go
2e———Uncertain to eollege. .

3=~ Disagrae N

4———Strongly Disagree

C19 . - . .
0-——Strongly Agree 14. A student who is qualified for college should be
1— Azree discouraged from entering a vocational education
2—~——. Uncertain . carear,

3——Disagree

4 —Strongly Disagree

Cc29 . .t

0 ——Strongly Agree 15. Sound vocationa! education is the foundation of a
1 e Agree healthy economy.

& e Uncertain ’ v

3L~ Disagree g

4 —3trongly Disagree

cal : ,
0-—Strongly Agree 16. Vocational education limits a student’s exposure to .
1w Agree other occupational choices.

2 e Uncertain »

3 Disagree ‘ '
_A~——Strongly Disagree = - 214 T
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C22 - . S
0 — Strungly Agrse 17. Vocational education should be emphasized onlyfor
1 Agree students who can*t succeed inanscademic situation.
2 = Uncertalin .

3 s Disagree

4 e Strongly Disigres A A

c23 - . : ,
0 ——Strongly Agree 18. Acadamic education programs are more valuable
1~ AgToE than vocational educatidn programs.

2 e Uncertain

3~—-Disagree P

4 wem Styongly Disagree .

C24
0 Strongly Agree 19. ¥ocational education should b2 offored as i con~

1 Agree “Hnuing program from gradss kindergarien through
2 Uncertain . twelve.

3-——Disagree

4——-,--Strongly Disagree

.

C25
0 e StTODRLY Agree 20. Payents need {0 overcome the notion that vocational
lo—— AgTEE , education is 3 second-class education.

2 e Uncertain .

3~ Disagree .

4 e Strongly Dlsagree

C26 -

0——-Strongly Agree 21. Some vocational educaﬂan courses should be ra~

1w Agree quh:ed for high school graduation. ,
2 e Uneertain . |
3——Disagree !
4 Strongly Disagree

c27 .
0 —--Strongly Agree 22. More informatien is needed to inform parents and
} e Agree students of the oppoertunities and benatits of vocse
2 e—— Uncertain ) tional education.

3——Disagree =, )

4~—Strongly Disagree -

c28
0. Strongly Agree 23. Vocational education cosis too much money.
1o Agree i "
2 «mme Uncertain ,
3~ Disagree

] 4-—-—-Str‘ongly Disagres

c29 ;

0~ Strongly Agree 24, VocaHonal education coursesand academic courses

1 e Agree should be integrated into a common curriculum.

2 Uncertain s ; -

3w Disagree -

4~—-Strongly Disagree -~

PART B

Continue , with Part B, filling in the Information in the blank's or checking
your choice of responses as you did in Part A.

1. How important is it to ysu that your child or children go on for more
education beyond high school?
C30
QemVery important 21 T
1——Quite impo -
2 Falrly Im t
3emmuNot very important
4——Not important at all
__ 8——Noopinion : T




2.

3.

4.

5.

~51

.

8.

‘\ ‘X
What are your present educatlonal plans for your child or children boyond
high schoal? *
C31
O College or University (4 years)
JeLommunity College {2 years)
2~—-Technical or Trade School
3-—-Business Schoo}
4~—-—Epter Armed Forces
S Othor (please specify) T ,

€e-Really doa't know
TemlNODE O thosn

In your opinlen, are your child or children's cholce fora life’§ work
realistic, in terms of ability, aptituda, ete.? X
ca2

O Yes
p Jo— ./, .
BewaNe opinfon .

Do you think your chlld orechiidren would protit from having some vbcaﬁoazz
tcmining (job preparation) while i3 high school?
32

Yo 25
SO

#

* /
Would you oppose your child’s declsion to enrcli in vocstional education
courses in high school (to prepare for the worid of work)?
C3s -
0—Yes
LNo
80 opinicn

How fmportant is #t to you that your child or children bave a coliege
education?
C35 .

“O—Very important

e Quiite important
2——Falrly important
3emmNOt vory fmportant
A NOL dmmporiant at all
EwNo opinlon

Who do you feel has the most influence on a student’s career deciston?
€386

0——Parents

lPeers

2———LCounselors

3rTezchers-

4-—-Other members of the famh;

SmenQOthiers: ' )

Do you feel that you have recetved

c37 :

0—-3n excessive amount of information concemming the opportunities
for vocational education?

lemmmeall-the infermation necessary in making 2 decision about
vocational eduoation opportunities?

2~.—some information, but more would have been useful?
"3———very Uttle or no irformation regarding vocational opportunities?

’
/
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9. Check the statomant that would most correslly fzdizate your eduestons}

19.

12.

14

1%,

background,
Father Magthor
£38 Cas
b Cme.  Did not gradinge from nlgh sehso)
lowos  Fwen  High sohool graduale.
. —— — Trads or vocaticssl scheal or comununity
_callege, not complsiod, )
T = Zstared-colisge, but did not comntsta,
4 4 Compleled vocatonal or irade sohoo! or
, community 2olloge,.
Soe S Completed 4 yours o0 collego or wntvorsity, .
B Bme  Retaived master’s degron. ’
2 ! - Hecslved graduate degree beyood mastars,
Indicatz your occupation. :
Fathar . ,
c40 2
Mcthar
C41 - .
How often in the past year have you had the opporiunity fo vizit 2 toeal
indusiry (oot waere you work)s.
o 7
3 U, 0,1,
lmmuCnica OF fvicy
e Gt sionally
SommeFairly often

S WhanOVOT | hava the opportunity

Have you ever atisrded anorientation program that ezplained whst mg,szxg,‘x
mwﬁongmmsmmm&eyaﬂer? -
C43

lener W Y08

. S,

Have you ever been in 2 voestlonal education cigssroomsy
Ct .

LA I— 7 )

immf} or twicn

2O tasicaally

B Fairly ofton

G Whisnover T have the opporiunity

How much éo you fenl you know about what happens in a voostional
educaton coursn?

45

G—-—-—}Ja&h!ng

S A, Vague tdea

ZemmmeHzVE & f31r amnount of kncwledge

S04 Xnpaledgo

Aemma¥ory good xnowisdge

Has any membder of your family aver taken a vocationa! education conrne?
C46
/ Yo ¥ 05

B N0

- R1Y
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QUESTIONNAIRE /7

varying perceptions
- toward

vocational eduéa_ﬁcn

ad
.«
~3

Developed by

, James E. Brown and Gary M. Clark

21y 1975




199

COLORADD DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Cifice Buwlding, 25t E. Colfax

Calevi W, Fratint, Commssionr

Bear Lounsetor:

{ would like to call your sttentien to this parcicular study. Hr, Brown
znd Mr. Clark have ondsavored o investipate a statewide concsrn that hac
froquently surfaced as we have engaged {n many vecent career education apnd
vocational eduzation discussions,

As you will note, in their questionnaire whoy are trying 20 get #t the
concerns and perceptions existing a3 scudenzy continplate carolluent in
vocational cducacion offerings. 1f we are to inprove our career exploratory
efforts and our grneral guidance to all studenis it regard to veocatiopal
tducacion sfferings, your help iz most ioportant in helping educstors

define such feelings. Because of the interest in this study, we will
anduavor lo circulate broadly the results of the study.

Sincerely,
Calvin h, Frazier
Commissioner of Education

-

Dear Counselor

W are conducting a study to help identify and compare the varying petcapﬂdns
toward vocationa] education of students, their parents, and their counsslors.

This study will altempt to isoiate the perceptions and influences that relate io
2 student’s decislon 0 .anroll in a voeational educaticn course.

The findings should be uséful in the following ways:
1. To help in evaluating the pre-vacztional programs now gffered

2. To help in formifating plans for pre-vocational programs for
the fubixn

3. To help in avaiusting the noed for and eontent of inforations)
programs {or students and parents

4+ To help in evainaling counselor effectiveness in ceounseling
students concorning vocational sducation

The swdy {s to bn eonducted In six metropolitan aveas of Colorado. Your
district was chofen because of ita location and the vosational education pro-
grams run in the district, As you can see fronrthe enclosed letiar from
Dr. Frazler, Colorado Commissioner of Educaticn, he fesls that this study
can pruvide needed information for uss throughout the state. To successfully
complate this study, wa neod and would aporeciate your cooperation.

220
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The following questionnaire has been designed to aid in gathering information

concerning the varying perceptions of vocational education as they are-related

to parents, counselors, and students. R is very important that you answer —_

each question with the one answer that best expresses your feeling. In the -
first column, indicate your feelings. In the second column, indicate how you

feel most parents would respond to the statement.

Do not place your name anywhere’ on the questionnaire. There is a number
in the cormer to ald in knowing where the questionnaire is from. All re-
sponses will be held in the strictest confidence and no reference to indi~

viduals or their replies will be made at any time.

For the purpose of answering this questionnaire, vocational education is
defined 2s those courses at the high school level designed to teach 2 student
the necessary entry level skills needed to get a job in a trade or industry.

Thank you for your Hme and effort.

PART A

Please disregard the figures in front of the responses--they are for

computer coding only.

Your Parents
Response Response
Cé c30 -
Qe Strongly Agree s JR— 1. In the present job market, vocational education is
Y eeee AgTRR j pe— becoming increasingly valuable.
2 e Uncertain p JR— v ‘
3—-Disagree K I
4——-Strongly Disagree 4e—1
Loy} C3i
0~ Strongly Agree Qe 2. Students need more opportunity at the junior high
1 e AgTOE p P ievel to investigate what vocational education
2w Uneertain | J— programs ctfer.
S wm—Disagroe p S
4 Strongly Disagree 4am..
Cc8 c32 - i
0 - Strongly Agree | O 3. Vocational education is for those who aren't good
d—AgTee ) P at anything else.
2 e Uncertain /. —
3 ww—Disagree . PO
4 e Strongly Disagree 4w
c9 £33
0 e Strongly Agree 1+ JOR— 4. Vocational education will help solve problems
1 e pgTRE ) R—— caused by unemployment.
2 e Uncortain p S /
3 memee Dlsagree L S,
4 e StTONELY Dig2gree 4
10 €34 ' ‘
Omm Strongly AgTee  Oeemem 5. Studants with low grades take vocational education
1 e AZTTR 1 e SouTSes.
2o Vnicer adn  —

B SET0DZLY DISACIOL 4 o




Your
Response

Cill

0——Strongly Agree
le—— Agree

2 —— Uncertain

3 ——Disagree

4§ ——Strongly Disagree

C12

0 —~——-Strongly Agree
l—Agree

2 Uncertain

d——Disagree
3——Strongly Disagree

C13 )

0 ——Strongly Agree

1 —-—-Aqree

2—— Uncertain

3 ———Disagree
4.——-Scrongly Disagree

C14
0——Strongly Agree
] ApTee
2——Uncertain
3~—~—Disagree
4——Strongly Disagree

C15

0 ———-~Strongly Agree

1 ——— AzTeE

2 e Uneertain

3« Disagree

4 ——Strongly Disagree

Cle ‘
0——Strongly Agree
e Agree

2——— Uncertain

3 Disagree

4 ——.-Strungly Disagree

Cci7

0 Strongly Agree
e Agres

2 —— Uncertaln

3 ———Disagree

4 ——Strongly Disagree

(03 %:]

0 —— 5trongly Agree
e Agtee

2 e Uncertzin

3 Disugree

4 —— Strongly Disagree

cl9 .

00— Strongly Agree
l——Agree

2**--.- Uncertaia
3-—--Disagree

4-~—-Strongly Disagroe -

Parents
Responses

C35

0-—-——-
1—-—-
2
3-——-—-
- .
C36

L1 -
)
2
K JR—

: R,

C37

201

6. Vocational educaton is beder for many students
than college.

7. Vocalional education does not provide a prestigious
carear.

8. It is not th< public school’s responsibility to provide
vocational education at the high school level.

8. High school graduation requiremeni‘s should be
modified to enable'more students to take vocational
aducation.

10. Working with one's hands s not as worthwhile as
working with one’s mind.

11. Vocational education careers aren’t as challenging
or-interesting as college careers.

%

12. Yoecations] education is just an easy way to get
through school and doesn’t have real benefit.

13. Students who take vocational educationhave s better
chance to tind employment than students who go
to college. 4

14, A .student who is qualified for etollege shomld be
discouraged from entering a vocational education
career. )

9223 |




Your . Parents

Response Responses
c20 c4 - .
0——Strongly Agree 0 15. Sound vocational education is the foundation of a
J———Agree I healthy economy.
2—— Uncertain 2
3~——-Disagree . 3
4———Strongly Disagree 4
cz1 C45 ]
0——Strongly Agree {1 . 16. Verational education Hmits a student’s exposure to
le—— Agree ) U other occupational choices. )
2~ Uncertain p R - ) B
33— Disagree K J—
4~ —~Strongly Disagree 4e—
c22 C46 ) T
0——Strongly-Agree L - 1?7. Vocational education should be emphasized only for
l— Agree lo students who can’t succeed inanacademic situation.
2 Uncertain . J— : )

% 3~——Disagree e

" 4~—Strongly Disagree 4—.—
c23 c47
0~——Strongly Agree 4 J— 18. Academic education programs are more valuiable
1l Agree l— than vocational education programs. - N
2 Uncertain . J— -
3w Disagree 3—
4——Strongly Disagree A——
C24 C48 .
0 ——-Strongly Agree 0 19. Vocational education should be offered as a con-
1 Agree 1l tinuing program frém grades kindergarten through
2 eee. Uncertain 2 twelve. ’
3——Disagree k< PR
4-——-Strongly Disagree 4 ) N
C25 . " C49 _ .
0 ——-Strongly Agree ¢ P 20. Parents need to overcome the notion that vocational
le— AgTee ) education is a second-class education.
2—— Uncertain 2 .
3 Disagree < J—— . :
4~ Strongly Disagree 4ee— -
C26 C50 b
0——Strongly Agree 0 21. Some vocational education courses should be re-
1l Agree’ o quired for high school graduation.
2~ Uncertain . J—
3 ——Diszgree i
4——Strongly Disagree 4.
c27 Cs1
0-——Strongly Agree 0 e 22. More information is needed to Inform parents and
1 Agree ) students of the opportunities and benefits of voca-
2 e Uncertain - — tional education.
3 —— Disagree 3——
4 ——-Strongly Disagree 4ome.
G328 Ccs2
0———Strongly Agree + PR 23. Vocational education costs too much money.
3w Disagree < P i

2 < Uncertain p J— 2 2 3 .

4-,--_-Stmngly Disagree 4am.
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Your Parents
Response Responses
c29 : Cs3
0 ——Styongly Agree 0 24. Vocationat education courses and 2cademic courses
le——Agree p QU -should be integrated into a common curriculum.
2—— Uncertain . S, . e .
3w Disagree K -
4——-Strongly Disagree 4. _

PART B

Continue with Part B, filling in the information in the blanks or checking
your ehoicé Of responses as you did in Part A, ’ :

1. Sex
54 . -
le—.Male )
S —Feomale

\ 2. Age:
C35
020 = 24 .
125 = 29 . -
230 « 35 .
336 = 45
4——over 45

3. Major area of teaching experience: (Cheek one)
Cc56
Qe—English
l——Social Science
2——Practical Arts
3-—-Science
4——Mathematics
5——Fine Arts
N 6~—Physical Education ,
4. Number of years’ teaching experience prior to counseling:
C57
(0ee—none
le—1 =« 3'years .
2wt - 6 years - '
3T = 10 years :
4—--over 10 years K . ’

v

5. Number of years you have been counseling;
Ci8
0-—~—less than 1 year
fe] ~ 3 years
2P~ 8 years
o9 ~ 12 years
4e_m>re than 12 years , -

Q "" o 224 ‘ -




6.

S.

2.

204

How much of your Hme is for counseling?

C59

0 Full time

1———Lass than full time; more than half time
2—Half time

3..—.Lass than half ime

Indicate the vocational education background you have.

Ce0

0w—None .

1 Took high school vocatonal education--did not work in trade.
2-——Took post high school vocational education--did not work in trade. -
3—Took high school vocational education<-worked in trade.

4—.Took post high school vocational educatone--worked in trade.

Indicate the total amount of Hme you have worked full time in a job
other than educdtion.

c6l

0—-None

}—1lessthanl year

2] = 2 YOUTS

3l = 5 years

4-——More than § years

EsHmate the total number of students assigned to you as counselees
last year.

C 62 83 64

-

10. How are counselees assigned to you?

C65

0-——~-Random choice
le—Random, by grada
2—-By sex .

3~~--By alphabetical order
4. Other

Estimate the number of students you counseled last year who took
vocational education.

C 68 67 63

Your counselees taking 2 vocaHonal educaton course would normally:
Csg
0—g0 t0 2 comprehensive high school,
1———g0 to an area vocational school.
2D gble to choose either an area vocational school
or a comprehensive high school.
3e—pther.

The majority of students counseled into vocationnz programs would
probablybe in the grade mge of:
oy s]
fuieA - B
L--'-—‘B - Co
/ Qe w D,
ﬁs—-—-—o F.
£eepqually distributed over the whole range.

225




14,

15.

16.

17,

18.

19.

20.

205

How are students {nformed about vocational education?

oy p1
At what grade level are students informsd about voealonal education?

c172

Who do you feel has ihe mostinfluenceon the student’s carser decisions?
C73 R ‘.
0——Parents

{weerPeers -

Z2——Counselors

3——-Teachers

4——Other members of the famil

Sew—Others: ;

<

}

How would you best describe your feelings about vocational education as
offered at the high school level? ] . .
C74
0w A worthwhile program that would benefit mast students,
l——Most .beneficial for lower ability students.
2——The program is‘not worth all the expense.
3——Vocational education should be offered at the past high
school level rather than at the high school level.
4———Others ,

-

-

How often in the past year have you had the opportunity to visit a
local industry?

Ci5 ) -

O—Nona

lee—Once or twice

2eOccasionally

3e—Fairly often

"4 Whenever I have the opportunity

Has any member of your family evertakena vocaticnal education ecourse?
C176 -

leeYes

B NO

Check the one résponse that most closely m:itc‘hes your experience with

" vocational education a8 a counselor.

cnmoo- ; o

0—-Have visited the vocational education classes in the school.

1—-Have spent some time cbserving the vocatfonal education classas

An the school. : ) "

Z——Have looked into the various vocational education programs to
* see what {s taught and how. . '

3——-Have not been able to visit the vocational educatior elassrooms. .

4——~-Cther (explain):
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VPTVE PACKET

A. nside yeu will find:
- 1. Parent or Guardian Information card
2, Student QuesHonnaire

3. Parent or Guardian Questionnaire {small
envelope) -

B. Instructions: - /
1. Fill out the Parent or Gueardian Informe-
ticn Card and return o person conduct-
. ing survey before you answer the Ques-
tionncire,

2, Fill out the Qﬁesﬁcnnczire.

3. Pul- completed Student Questionndire
only in this envelope; seal and return o
person conducting survey.

4. Take the Parent or Guardian Quesﬁon-
nair home and have it completed.

5. Have Parent er Guardicn place com-
pleted  Questicnnaire in envelope ond
seal,

6. Return your Parent or Guardian Ques-
tionnaire to person conducling survey
tomorrow. (Parent or Guardion may
prefer to mail respenses)

228
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Parent or Guardion Information Card

1. Fifi out information on fhis card. -
Z Tum in fo persen conducking survey befere sterting
Q i' e

Porent or Guerdian MName : : - /
Addrex :
Stront City Zip
Phone Number
236
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Desyr Pavent:

A fev days.ago your son or daughter £illed out a questionnairs
relating to thsivarying porceptions toward vocational sducarics.
de or she wvas also asked *o take 2 questionnaire homs for you to
cemplota. As wd have not recsived it yet, we were uondepring I8 v -
could have beea mislaid, op pachaps you just haven't had time to
complete it. We are snclosing a second copy should somsthing have
happened to the other,

P?leacs nots the letter Srea Dr. Calvin Frazier, Colorade
Comnissioner of Educatien, and the letzep of explanation inside
the front cover of the questionnaime. Thesa will poinT out the
purposs and importance of this study. If vou have returned the
- earlier copy, thank you for your time and offert. IF Ade, would

you cozplete this one and drop It In the mail, - It should only

take about 1€ minutas, and it is wos: izportant <o recaive |
replies from 211 parents. You may ba sws that all rmation
i3 completely confidential and thar your name #ill not usad
at any time in any way. ’ ;

t

Si,n':crely yours,

o~ g AL

Y7 H. Clark

3

ancingures )
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Do Farunks

mmmh;—nu@g@mt@fm sub & questionnsdire
on e verying percsptiony towayd woeadionsl edusatisn,
£3 wp Lavo 5o record of recelving 4%, would you taks &
M&@a&nk&anmmwmsmmmgﬂw
e did zoh recalve 4%,  Phank yun,

— Sent 1S vask,

e D58 B2t kavs tine, : ’
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APPENDIX C

CORRESPONDENCE WITH DR. CALVIN M. FRAZIER, COMMISSIONER
COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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2650 LaZayetts Road :
Colorado Springs, CO 80507
Juns 13, 1975 .

Dr. Calvin M, Frazier

Colorado Department of Education
Sherzan and Colfax

Danver, €O 80203

Dear Or, Frazier:

After considering various possible studies you suggested
to us April 26 at the CTay Convention, the following problem
is one that particularly intsrested us:

*Influencing factors which would detsraine

the probability of a sscordary student
sntering ints a vocational training progran,®

If you feel this i3 a worthuwhile study, we would appreciate
2 letter from you recomiending that we be zllowed Lo do 2
=eoperative study as previously discussed,
Plezse address the letter to "Walden University--To Whom
It-¥ay Concern,” and send the original and a copy to us
so we can hard carry it to Yalden University.
Thank yon.

Sincerely,

| W
James S. Browm

/% % (%l

Cary H. Clark

1
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COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Office Bullding, 201 £. Colfax

Danver, Colorado 80203
Telephons (303) 1922212

Calvin M. Frazier, Commissioner

July 7, 1975

Walden University
Palm Beach, Florida

£
TG WHOM 17T MAY CONCERN:

Several weeks ago | had an opportunity to meet with Jim Brown and Gary
Clark in regard to a study topic for them to pursue in their graduate
work, We sxplored saveral possibilities and | am pleased that they
have choseh to explore the following topic:

"Influencing factors which would determine the probability
of a secondary studen: entering into a vocational training
program,'t . .

| am particularly interested in this topic because of its relationship
to our broader career education - vocational education cooperative
effort here in Colorado. As we work to develop greater exploratory
efforts in the early secondary-years, the transition into a more
specific training program becomes very critical. ‘The study by nr.
8rown and Mr. Clark shouid make a real contribution to the state be-
yond the mere fulfillment of a graduate requirement,

Sincerely,

Calvin M. Frazier
Cemmissioner of Education

CHF:rr
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COLORADO DEPARTMENT CF EDUCATION
State Office Buliding, 201 E. Colfax

Denver, Colorade 80203

Telsphone (303) 892-2212

Catvin M. Frazier, Commissionar

James E. Brown

Gary Clark

2450 Lafayette Road

. Colorado Springs, €0 80907

Dear Jim and Gary:

It was good to hear of your progress in conducting your ~tudy. L would
submit the following as scmething you would be authorized to use in send=-
ing out your questionnaire.’ If this is appropriate, | would suggest that
you go ahead, type this up, and type in my name without a signature at
this point just to expedite the mailing. s

Dear :
I would like to call your attention to this particular study.

Mr. Brown and Mr. Clark have endeavored to investigate a state-
wide concern, that has frequently surfaced as we have engaged in
many recent career education and vocational education discussions.

As you will note, in their questionnaire they are trying to get at
the concerns and pergeptions existing as students contemplate
enrollment in vocatichal education offerings. If we are ta

improve our career exploratory efforts and our general guidance

to all students in regard to vocational education offerings, your
help is most important in helping educators define such feeling:
Because of the interest In this study, we will endeavor to ¢irculate
broadly the results of the study,

Sincerely,
Calvin M. Frazier
Commissioner of Education

Joes this achieve your intent? Hope so. Best wishes,

Sincerely,

Cul

Calvin M. Frazier
Commissioner of Educatien
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800 BOSTON POST RD
. WESTPORT, CT. 06850 §
T 203.228-7513

February 10, 1976

Mr. James Brown &

Mr. Gary Clark

2450 Lafayette Road
Colorado Springs, CO 80907

Dear Messr. Brown and Clark: - . : f

I hereby grant permission fo usé portions of the
Guide to Vocational Education in America in your
attitudinal survey. Could You kindly send one

/ copy of it upon completion. T welcome any oppor-
tunity to share points of view in this matter.

I wish you success in your commendable endeavor,
and look forward to seeing your study.

Sincerely,

42%%?3:Zf£:;ffman

Senior Research Analyst

JH:CEL




COLORADC

o STATE department of vocational education
*UNIVERSITY

FORT COLLINS
COLORAOQ

soszg September 10, 1975

AN
&
Mr. James E. Brown

Roy J. Wesson High School
2115 Afton Vay

Colorado Springs, CO 80909

Dear Mr. Brown: I

~w

Thank you for your letter of September 3, 1975. This is to
confirm and authorize you of the parts or total instrumepts
we sent you at an earier date. The only request X have is
that you give appropriate credit in any published documents
to materials utilized from my, instrumentation. If you have
additional questions, please feel free te contact me.

Sincerely yours,

L. S it

Ivan E. Valentine
. Professor

Vocational Education

IEV/cim




APPENDIX E
CORRESPONDENCE WITH SCHOOL DISTRICTS SURVEYED
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 Qetober 23, 1975

. Mr. Thomas B. Doherty, Superintendent _
Colorado Sprimgs Sshoo) District Humber 11
1115 E1 Paso Street

Colorado Springs, Colorade 80903

Dezr Mr. Doherty:

We are conducting a study to help identify and ccmpare the varylng pa;ceptions
tovard vocational education of students, their parents, and their counsslors.

Recent government publications have indicated that a3 many as two and 2 half
aillion students in cthis country will graduate cach year with no marketable
skill, This study will attempt to isolate the perceptions and influences
that relate to & student’s decision to emroll im 2 vocaticnal education
course,

Tht findings should be useful in the following ways:
1. To help in gvaluating the pre-vdécational programs now offeved

2. To help in formulating plans for pre-vocational programs for
the future

3. To help iz evaluating the need for and coantent of informatfional
programs for students and parents

4. Te help in evaluating counselor effectiveness in counseling
students concerning vecational education

The study {5 to be conducted in s{x metropclizan arcasz of Colorado. Your
district was chosen because of {ts location and the vocational education
prograes run in the district. As you can see from the enclosed letzer,
Dr. Frazier, Colorado Comnissioner of Education, feels that this study can
provide needed information for use throughout the state. To successfully
complete this study, we need and would appreciate your cocperation,

There will be three questionngires used 20 obtsin the information needed.
One is to be completed by counselors; a second is to be completed by parenta
of the students; and a third to be ccmpleted by the vocational students is
the schools, with an equal number going to nom-vocational students, if the
school is a comprehensive high school. Should the vocational students be
from an area vocational school, the non~vocational students will need to be
fzon the home school the vecational students would have attended.

213




ST T T s TR T AT T e ) T sy et

Hr. Thomaz B. Doherty
Catober 23, 1975
page 2

(84
(L]
L

The student questionnairse should tske no more than 20 minutes te complete.
The parentts guestionnaires would be'given to the students to take hone,

We wovld asppreclate your allowing us to sdminister the questionngires in
your district. To do thiz, we would need to have you select a comprehensive
high school offering vecational education, or am ares vocational school ang.
the feeder or home school those students would atzend if mor sarolled in the
arsa vocatiomal school. 1If you would send us the principalts game and
address, we can thes contact him to make arrangements for administraticn of
the questionnaires. Should you need more information, pleaze feel frees to
contact us.

Sioce the time eslement is quite {mporzant for the completion of this siudy,
it would be most beneficial for us to be sble to give the questionnaires
during the month of November., ;

Ve are hopeful that our goal to develop a worthwhile guide o be circulated
to school can be sccomplished. Thank you for your help in our project.

#
Sincerely yours,

?‘MW

James E. Browm

2450 Lafaystte Road

Colorade Springs, Colorado 80907
Home phones 635-2946

Wasson phone: 473-8800 ex. 68

oy U

Cary M/ Clark

1721 Bula Drive

Colorado Springs, Colerade 80915
Home phone: 596-0470

¥azzon phone: 473-8800 ex. 54

encl: Letter from Dr. Calvin M. Frazier
Colorado Commissioner of EZducation




m&mﬁ DEPARTHENT OF BDUCATION
Stats Ofiicn Building; 201 & Colfax

Cenvas; Cllorads 20208

Tabpbne (303) 822212
Catvin 8%, Pracrier, Commizaions?

Qczober 23, 1975

Mr. Thoumaz §. Dobsrty, Superistesdent
Colovado Springs School Districe Hoxber 1Y
1113 2 Pase Stracez

Colorado Springs, Coisvade 80903,

Dear ¥z. Doherzy:

I vould like 25 call your . “zention 2o this parzicular seudy. He, Brawvs
and He, Clark have endesvorad to favestigate » statevide comcars thas has
{requently surfaced as va have eazagzed {n sawy recent carser sducation zad
vosationsl educatien discusyions,

aducaticn cf!eri:gs}, your help is most inporssanc ia hslping educators
dafine such £mllng;$ Recsusz of the {nzerest Iz this study, we will
endeaver 2o circulate broadly the results of the avudy,

$iscorely,
Calwin U, Praziar
Coemissioner of Tducatlon

&
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» BIVISON OF SATRUCTIONAL SIRVICES . ,
CEOKRSS K. DRI, & ¢ Supminmnciend COLORADO SFilﬂﬁﬁg QQLG&AD
251 6333778 o O
Bovexber 1, 1975 *
¥, James 2, 3m
¥z, Gary K. Clark
2650 Lafa;mz:t& Boad
@lorade Springs, Celorado 80307
Dasxr ¥essrz, Brown asd Clark,
% Scheel District will cooperats in your :méy (=- 20
.&s.ﬁify asd coupare varyisg perespeibes toward voeational
sducation of szudenzs, their pazenis, and their counsolors.
Y% would dppraciate havisg the vesules of the soudy
aftar it i3 completad.
: Sincerely,
Lssistang ﬁu?ﬁtiat&im:
Ingtructional Serviecas
GCiDied
‘ 7
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Telobsr 25, 1975

Dr. Robert Freezan, Superintendent
Poablo Clty Schenl District Number £5
P, 0, Box 3038

102 “ast Cr—zn Amanus
Pusble, O

N\
gi0s0k )
Dear De, Fresman:
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Dr. Robert Freeman, Superintendsnt
Ootoker 24, 1975

pags 2

The student quostiomairs should tske ro zore than 20 minutes to
coapliets. The parents questionnaires would be given to the students
to take hone,

Wo would appreciata your allowing us to administer ths quostiomalres
in your distrist, To ds this, vo would nesd to have you select a
coaprebansive hizh school offering vocational education, or an area
vocational school and the feeder or homs g2hool those students would
attend if nut enrollsd in the area vecaticnal scheels If you woudd
send us the prineipalls paze and dddress, va can then contast hinm to
maks 2rrangenents for administration of the qu-stionnaires. Shouwld
7ou nead sore information, pleass feol free to contact us,

Since the tizp elaxent is quite important for the completion of this study,
it would be moat beneficlal for us to be able to glve the quastionnzires
during the =onth of Hovember,

“e are hopeful that our goal to develep a worthuhils guids to be cirenlatad

to 3chools ¢in o accomplished., Thank you for your help in our projsct,

Sinesrely yours,

(A
W A’ﬁ;% -
Jazas 2., Boown ‘ Sary M. Clark

2450 tafayetits Road 1721 Pala Drive
Colorade Sorings, 0 70607 olorado Springs, 0 80915
Rose ~hons: £35.2548 Soma phona: §596-0470
W2szon Rizh phone: L772.8800 Adaason Bigh phone: L73-8800
65, 52 ext. 51‘5

ot
.
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COLORADO DEPARTRENT OF ECUCATION
Stzte Otfice Bullding, 201 E. Colfax

Derrver, Colorado 89200
Teleptions {303) 392-2212

Calvin M, Fraxist, Commizsioner

Ccrober 23, 1975

Dr. Hober:z Freemen, Superintendent
Pueblo Ci{ty School District Number 60
P. 0. 2ox 3038

102 Yest Orman Avenua

Pueblo, Colorado 31004

Dear Dr. Freecan:

I would like to call your atcenticn to this particular study,  Mr. 3roun
azd Hr. Clark bhave endeavored to iovestigate 2 statewide concern thac has
frequently surfaced as we have ¢ngaged in cany recent caresr sducstion and
vocational education discuszions.

At you will note, in their questionnaire they are trying to gat at che
concerns and perceptions existing as students contemplate enrollment én
vocational education offerings. If we are to improve our caraer exploratory
efforts and our zeneral guldance to all atudents in rtagard to vocatiecnal
education offerings, your help {2 most importan: {n helping educators
define such feelings. Because of the Interest in this study, we will
tndeavor to clrculate broadly the results of the study,

Sinzerely,
Calvin M, Frazier
Conmmizsioney of Educaticn

EAW)
o !
oY




R akﬁﬂ‘-;-:,

SCHOOW DISTRICT NDO. 60
IN THE COUNTY OF PUEBLY AND STATE OF SCOLORADO
AOMINISTRATION SUILOING, 102 W, ORMAN AVE,
PUERLD, COLORADO 81004

ROBERT R. FREEMAN, SUSERIHNTENCENT

November 4, 1975

¥r. James E. Brown
2450 Lafayette Road
Colo. Springs, CO 80907

Jear Y¥r. Brown,

de will cooperate in your study,

Please contact Mr, Curtis Pnillips, Vocational
Zducation Director in the Pueblo Public Schools, arnd make
arrangements with him for further activities,

& Sincerely yours,

J2ld R Fee

O
Lt
P
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October 24, 1975

Dr. Donzld L. Oglesby, Supsrintendent

Yesa County Valley School District Number 51
2115 Srand Avenue

Srand Junction, CO 81504

Dear Dr. Oglesby:

We are conducting a study to help identify and compare the varying
rerceptions toward vocational education of students, their parents,
and their counselors,

Recent government publications have indicated that as many as two and &
half million students in this country will graduate each year with no
marketable skill. This study will attempt to isolate the perceptions and
influences that relate to a student's decision to enroll in a wecational
education course. >

The findinzs should be useful in the followlng ways:
. To help 4in evaluating the pre-vocational programs now offared

2. To help in formula‘ing plans for pre-vocational pregrans for
the fature

3. To help in evaluating the need for and content of informational
programs for students and parents

L. To help in evaluating counselor effectiveness in counseling
studenta concerning vocational education

The study 1a to ba conducted An six netropolitan areas of Colorado. Tour
district was chosen becausa of its location and the voeational aducation
prograas run in the diatrict. 4s you can sae from the enclosed lettier,
Ur. Frazier, Colorado Commissionsr of Education, feels that this atudy
can provide needed information for use throughout tho state. To —
success{ully complete this study, we need and would appreciate your
ecopsration,

Toere vill be throe guestionnairss used to obtaln the Anformation needed.
One is to bo complated by counselors: a second is to be complaeted by
parents of the students; and a third to be completed by the voeational
studonts in the schools, with an squal number golng to non-vocationsl
studants, if the achool s a comprehensive hizh achool, Should the
vocational students be from an area vocational school, the non.vocational
studenty will need to %8 from the home school the vocational studsnts
would have attended,

290
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Dr. Donald L., Oglesby, Superintendent
October 24, 1975

page 2

The student questionnaire should take no wmore than 20 minutes to
complete. The parents questionnaires would be glven to the students ‘
to taks hone. ’

We would appresiats your allowing us to administer the questionnaires
in your district. To do this, we would need to have you salect a
comproehensive high school offering vocational aducation, or an area
vocational scheol and the feeder or home school those students would
attend if rot enrolled in the area vocational school. If you would
sond us the principal's nams and address, we can then contact him to
make arrangements for administration of the questionnaires., Should
you nesd more information, please feel fras to contact us.

Since the time element 1s quite important for the completion of this study,
it would be most beneficial for us to be able to give the questionneires
during tane month of November.

“le are hopoful that our goal to develop a worthuhile guide to-'ba sirculated
to schools can be accompiished, Thank you for your help in our project.

Sincerely yours,

Janes Z, am% | /; Aty % C74¢Z

Gary'™., Clark

2Ls0 Lafayette Road 1721 Bula Drive
Colerado Springs, CO 80507 Colorado Springs, C0 80915
dome phone: 635-2946 Home phone: 596-0470
Wasson High phona: 474.8800 Wasson High phone: 473-880
ext. 68 axt.,
fe ¢

enc: Letter from Dr, Calvin Y. Frazler,
Colorado Commisaioner of Zducation
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COLORADO DEPARTMENT OB EDUCATION
Staie Office Bullding, 201 E, Colfsx

Oantver, Colorado 80203
Telephone (303) e02-2212

Calvin M. Frazler, Commissionsr

October 23, 1973

Dr. Donsld L, Oglasdy, Superintandent
Hesa Co, Vallay School Districe Humber 51
1113 Grand Avanue

Craund Juuction, Colofado 81301

Dear Dr. Oglesby:

I wuld 1ike to call your ctteation e this particular study., Mr., Srown
and Hr, Clark have endeavored to lavestizate 2 scatewids cencern that has
frequently surfaced as wve have eagaged {n maay cecent carear education and
vocational aducation discussions,

As you will cote, fa their quastionnaire thay are trying to get at the
concerns and perceptions existing as students contenplate earcllment in
vacational education offerings. If we are to improve our career explorazory
efforts snd our general guidance to &ll studesits (n tegard to vocationmal
tducation offerings, your help {35 most important {n helping aducators

dafise such fedlings. Becauss of the interest {n this study, we will
aadeavor to circulate broadly the results of the study.

Siacerely, )
Celvip ¥, Frazier . .
Commtazfonar of Zducation

A e S R P T e Ey e vty
T L b B Sl -
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MESA COUNTY WALLEY SCHOOL, DISTRICT NuMBER 51
- ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE CENTER
2115 GRAND AvENUE
GRAND JUNCTION. COLORADO 81501

A%TGm £ GnrIATORr o, 8. SNORE FAR+ FuFT, LXF. 47
TINICTOS OF $LEGHIANY S0LBADISY Yavenber 6, 1975

James ¥, 3rown
26430 Lafaystte Road
Colorade Spridgs, Colorada 80507

Dagy Mz, B3roawm:

Your latter zo Dr, Oglesdy, Superintendent of Scheels, regavding the coae
ducting of a study o help ideneify and ccopare varying pevceptions tewsrds
vocacional educazion of studasts has bean refarred to ma., I would 1i{ks 2o
vecommand that you contact Mr. Cons MeConnell, Principal of Grand Tunczion
Bigh School, regarding the sdainiscration of the questioonaires, Ihe
address of Grand Juscstion Bigh School £3 1400 Norch 5tk Straet, Grard
Junetion, Celorade 81501,

£ 1 can be of furcther assfstancs to ¥ou in cocducting this study, alease
fzel free to call upon ne,

Sinceraly yours,

ok P oL L
A, L, . (R /.“
ANTON £. CRRISTOFF, ®d. D,
Director of Secondary Educatisn

AEC: e

.

€ Gepne MoConnell
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Cotobar 24, 1973

Nr, Zenneth P, Schoonover, Supsrintendent ,
Littleton Sonool District Husber & , _
8353 South Ascma Stewet )
Littlsten, O 80120 :

Dexyr Mr. Schoonover:

¥a ary conduciing a study oo help idontify snd Conpars the varping
porceptions tovard vocational edusatisn of students, their parents,
ard theiyr csunseloers.

Ragent goveraxent pudliscations have indicated that as many 25 two and 2
ball =i1lion students in tulg country will graduate each yoar with mo
mrvatable skill, This study vill attespt to isslate the paraoptisns and
influsnces that relate o 2 student's decisien to enroll in a vocationsl
gdusation course,

Tre Tindinzs should be usefud in tra following vayn:
. 7o help in avaluating tae preerceatiopal Progrias now offaran

<. To belp in forsulaiing pilans .for praesocatismal prograss for

3. To help in gvaluating the nesd for ang eantent of infor-ational
orogrins Lo students and parsas

%, To hals in sviluating counsslor affectivanass in eounsaling
~usenly concarning veedtional sdusation

™8 siigy 43 o be condusted in §ix metrorzelitan ameas of Colorada. Youp
2isirist vas chosen Socausa of its lseation a~d the vocational edacation
PTOITETE run inoone district.  As you can sen fron the enclosed latisr,
Or. Trarise, Lolerado Comissionap of ducation, frels tnat inis Study .
¢an proviie naedsd inforamatien for usa throushout the state, To
setasalally covplate this study, ve nood and would Zopresistg sour
seozeration,

Thare will Yo thpeas Questisnnaires used o oblaln Lhe inforation needes,
Cna i3 tc b2 cownlatsd by counselors; x sesond is to e covnleted by
parents of Lhe studenta; and a third to be conpleted by the wocational
stidants Ln the schosls, with an equal nusber going ta noneTocational
stadenls, LF the savcol im 3 CATPranmmsite Mgk schosl.  Skeuld the
wreational sludents we fres an 2em mealienal schssl, tho nomevpsatianyl

&%

wi.
students 1l need i be from tha mars sahos) tne vozalioni) alodents
wodld hizs giteried,

230
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¥p. Zeaneth P, Schocpover, Supsrintendent
Cotober 26, 1973
paze 2

The ztudent questicnnatirs snoald taks no =sro than 20 o
coxplels, The pirents quosticnnatires would bo given to tha
o tak%e hoxe,

We would appreciats your allowing us o adsintster the quesiionnaires
in your distriet, 7o do this, we would nsed Lo mave Fou salest a
cosprahensive hizh sehool ¢ifaring socatisnsl edusaticen, or an area
=eational sehool apd the foader or hewma scheol thoss studerts woald
altend Lf not enrolled fa ths amea veeational sshool, I yoo would
send ug the primelirzal’s fams and address, e can then contact hin 1o
mixe arrangesents for adsiaisiration of the questionnaives, Should
7ou ne2d morv information, plaase foel frea ta contast ws,

3ince the tize ale-ont is quile ixnoriant fop tha sznplatien of this stady,
Lt would be w09t Sensficial for 38 to b 2ble to zisn ina questisanaires
during the zoath of Novesbap,

Yo are hopeful thir oar zoxl to wevlop 2 worthnile guide 3 e eiredated
W osehesls can Ye ascerplished, Thank ¥ou for your k4ls in our prolect,

Sinsernly youss,

LN @7 23?"’%4

Jrmes T, Zrownm HNry 4 Qlarx
2450 lafayatts Poad 1721 Bula Drive
Lelorado Springs, ¢ 80sc7 % Telorads Sprinzs, @0 32515
Heme phonet  £3%.2%65 = 7t 7T Bame prand: §96.0470
Hasson High amone: 4702003 agren Yigh p'waer  L¥3.08
&xt, &3 Coext, 5
f2
ety Latiag Tres D, Salwin ot “rarier,
Salorads Sovstsdtanar a7 Sdisgtian




COLORALD DEPARTMENRY GF ROUCATION

Dorreny, Codatsds B0
Tasssosny ot e g

Qotober 23, 1578

¥ro Kecmaeh P, Schoosorar, 3@%:15%&#%&
Liztleon Zehsel Dlserice Humber &

6338 Soueh Acoma S3zeet

Liezlaznn, Colorsde 80120

Dear Xr. Schoonsvaery

I would like o <sll your sfsention 2o thia psrsicaler atudy. Mr. drown
2ad Kr, Clark dave wodeavored to fovastigate s stetevide covcers that bas
frequently surficed as we Muve e0gagad i3 Duny tecent carvasc aducation azd
vocaiional sducation discuszions,

A3 you will vots, ia thelr guesticemaive they are trying to get at iNe
conzerns and percsptiony exiating ay studests contexplate ensoliment in
yorationel educalion offerings., If wz ave &9 improvs gur ca3ser exploraisyy
wfiores and cuxr gemersl guidance o 1l studenzs in regard €0 vacatizasl
tducstion offerings, your delp 13 =0st {mportsn: in helping eduecators

sefine such Zeslings, Secause of the {ntersst inm this seudy, we wiil ’
codeavor o cirzularze broadly tha rejuliz of the study,
Siszazsly,

Calwvin M, Frazier
Commissionse of Dducation

2 18 *J
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pakce County

- SEHO0L DISTMICT iR
WTTLETDM I COLONAST

! g0 Qeas 22130

. Ceuober 23,

My, James £, Brewsn
7450 Lafayeits Road : -
Colsradn Springs, Cols, 80907

Lear My, Browvm:

in resgunse 2 your lemer of Ceorober 24, 1975, iwwhick you
degeribed 2 study which you and Mr. Gasy Clazk avn undartaking, I
have asked Mir, Henmeth I Baker, Assistant Superintendent for
Instruztion and Dr, Harvey Rathenberg, Dizsctor of Adult and Yozatisnel
Zdumation, 16 followacp wath the idensifieation of 2 {gader schoe] to our
sxea Vecatisnal School 50 that questiolnaires may be admigistrred,
Yoy may expoct o kaay £ om Me, Daker and Dr., Rethenberg in the
noar future relazive to your study, :

Needless to say, wo would agpreciste very oyuch having the
rosulis of the atudy after it i completed. We certainly consur witk
Ly, Frasior in thar she information from a study of this type woald
derve @ mast wzeful purpose In our planning for the futare of vosspieral
edusatizn, ) :

-

-

Yery truly yours, !

LA S
Herueth P, Sehoonover .
Superintendent of s@a;sm

2z »r, Cary 2, Clar»

2y, Hennerh Bakier
Dr, Harvey Hothenberg

Offigy 97 the Eupériaggageat

REMAIGAT TR Buliding
¥ ORESS SeuIM acumg SirEst

z
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Oatober 2%, 1975

Zoulder Yalley Scheol District Ruxbsr RE.2

?. 0. ?:}X 11 . ) -

- 6500 Zast Arapshen Rozd -
Zouldor, CO 80302 : :

Legy D, Byant A '

do ars condosting a study to holp idontify and conpire the varying
poxeaptions tovard vooationa) sducation of studonts, thats parents,
ard thalr covarelorps, ,

Besent zovernzent publiesidons have indicated that as many as tyo and 2
2210 5illion students in this country vill gradaats eask year with no
earkolsble skill. Tils study #ill aitespt o dzolate the parcspticns and
intluonoes that relate 20 2 student’s cecision o emroll 45 2 vosational
education course. X :

s
The findinza shoald be wesfol in the folleving ways:
1. To %elp in endlumting the pre=vocational progrons row offered

- 2+ To help in fermulating plans for ;’;:é-m&atism prograns for
T the Zuturs '

3+ 7o halp In evsluating the nond for and content of informational.
Fregrans for students and payents .

B, To nsip in enluating counsolop effvsiiveness in couanaldng

stodenty conveniing vosstional sducation .
Tho stydy Ls $o bo conducted in six zotropolitan areas of Colorsds. Tour
4isirict vay ohozen besausy of its loeatien and t¥e vooational educadisn
Progyans run in the disirict, is yoo ocan gee foom the anolosed lattar,
2re Frazier, Colorads Comvissioner of Zdaration, fecls that this study -
can provide needed information Sor uss hivaghout the sbate, To
suceessfally couplets this mbody, we newd ond uwoeld apprecizie your
cosperitisn,

Thers will te thres quosticnmaires uszsd to obtain the inforzatisn nseded.
{ne 1z Lo Y6 covpleted by counsolors: 2 sscord 33 o b eenploted by
rreats of the studentar and a third t5 o completed t7 tha voeational
siudonts in the ccheols, with an equal nesber going o ronevzcavional
stadonts, 4F 4he nokool 43 a conpretensive high zzhaol, Sheuld ths’
vecational studmbs by frov an ares veoztional £2keo), the ron-vosotional
studonte w411 reod Lo bo Lrox tha Mg sokeal the vosatignal students
#oald kxun atéorded, ‘-
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243
Or. Bemard D, Byan, Supsrintendent
Cetobar 24, 1975 ]
P 2 -

»

Tho student quaztionmatre should taks no mora than 20 mimites to

coaplote, The parents qusstionmaires would s givon b5 tho siudonts
tﬁ h;ﬁ hﬂﬁﬂv

He vould appreciate your leving va to admdnistor ths quostionnsires

in your district, To do this, we would Lebd To haye you soiest a
coaprohensive hizh achool offoring vocatisnal edugatisn, 6y an area i
verational sohoel and the feader or ho=s £2l6ol Yasse students ymuld
attend 4L not onrolled 4n the arez voeatianal zshioel, I you would

send 02 the prineipilte maze and addresa, we ezs then contzot Mim k7]

make arrangexants fop adainistration of the quéstionnadrez, Shounld

7ou nead wore infor=ation, pleass feol fras s contact us,

Sincy tho tins olenent 4a quite important for tho complation of this study,

5% yould %s most benofiolal for us to ba able to zive the quostiomaioey - -

during the nonth of Hoventor,

-

—

JMJ
“e ars hopsfal that our goal to dovelap a uprbhwhite #udds 1o by vircalated
%o schools con ba acconplished, Thank yoi Tor your halp in ouy project,

. Sincarely yours,

Qb Ay pal

GZ ., Clark

2450 Iagsyetsa Rbad

Coloradn Springs, G0 80547 e o mr’gzs':
rado Springs ' rado Springs, £0 24
Homn phonnt éfmz% Hozne phones 5%{6’-65&?'6 -
"aszen Bizh phonas 1&?3»&8%3 Waszon Hizh phoner L73.8300;
ext, )

I

I d

-

srer Lotter Lrux Or. Oilvin ¥, Prazier,
Dolorads Co~iamionar of Zdusation

Y

2




COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Talaphons (307} 2922212 : ,
Caivin M, Frazisr, Commbsionar ' A B
©, October 23, 1975 '

Dx, Beroard D, Zyan, Superintendent

* 2aulder Vailey School District Kumber BE-2
Ze 0, Bax 11 - .
6300 Zast Arapaboa Road
Pouldar, Colorade 20302

Dear Dr, Zyant »

I vould likz to ¢sll your atzenzion to this particular atudy, ¥r, Zrowvm
and Hr. Clark have eadeavozed to investigate a stazevide sonsarn tharn Has
feaguzotly ancfaced a2 we havs engaged In many tevent career educscisn and
vocational education dlscuszions, . : .

A3 you will goks, 4o dhelr questloncaize they ave rylog %o zet it zhe .

*+ concexns avd pefceptivns txistiog as students contetplate enrollment in :

vazatlocsl sdusasion oflexings, 1f we arte to ldprove gur caraet ciplorasery
eiforts and our gzemezal guidance 2o all szudents in ragazd to vozational

slacrtion ofarings, your belp 1z zost izporzant ig halping edocators defica :

© such feslings, Becauze of the Interast 15 this atady, we 211l sndeavsr zo !

circlifate troadly thé results of the atudy, -

" Steserely, : g
Calyin ¥, Prazisr
Cemnizsioner of Zducation

z

L 3

-




, BCULDER ALLEY PUSLIC SensoLs
. OIWISICN QF INSTRUCTION

¥

REGIEST TO 09 RESEAACH CR STUDY . i
- . To 5% complated by anyone-santing to do 3 rerngrch ér‘i'w{y projece
! LI b L

Bste Lo 25 75
Howa of regquestor f?dfxf?f;éj__ Gnown . & ,.fﬂﬂk VARG T

searers __(Olonsiey SPasnss

il Talaghons GJ5 = AGHL —

Asency or fastlsutlon SponsGring raisarsh 055* j;; projagy 3%4?3&;1_ IXJQ’(ZH ! f%ﬂlﬁ

supervlsor of projuct Axpﬂ( ﬁﬂé&‘!? }y'!/,*'} Tall
- - :

Signatury of 3upsrelzor or profassor recoeeandlng projece i

sy

GEILR !?}‘JQH

= x

Title of russareh or study projsct _ZaanTirTy soh Lombunston 22 rwe

© atns  encedrions  Tisnon Vianowsrrwr

DAPITIILL )
Hyture of profeces  (A2tach a resumal! of ¢h rasasrch-or 33udy proposal 4r other bital °
daxcription,)

Proceduras  (Atzich 3 rosue? of ke rasssrch study progoss] or crker belet dvicripeion.}
Lvdlustion and Analyaiz. of resulzs: fachaiquas to ba uaed: (Attach resumef gp othar
briaf dsscription,)

. Ditizated addicional tlra raouléed of our studints: T2 LiM - 5w 5‘71'9%'1’#

saachers: ) _ othar, tpeclfy: _/551156‘.4;#!« 20 Ll -
Batirared cost to tha Disrelces Vil a —e o N . -
] Fatinsted dots of baglnalng of Districr lovolvaserz: ;_41;{3?«?49{ 2 1975

Gstirated data of concluston of Districe Invalvipants Qﬁfgﬂ&?’ I«
Intioatad date resulcs will bezowe svallable 1o
2ASERPT

the Qlarelerr _somd 1 1572

17 qranted permizaios 0 canducr fhls rosearch pe stedy, In thy Loulder Yalley
Serool Giverler § 43788 L0 the Tolloving anedizicas:

1. hrm;l;nﬁ fiacss uied. In the profect will remsin Anenyngas ®ILAT Yy prige o
Approvial, ;

X, A repory of thy #rsliazion andlaor tindin

3 g 11T by made to tha Dlateice ot the
conclusion of the project.

1. Rateszr of 1w riralts to ths Dlsreice 10517 ko thesmigh the Asxisrant
Yeparintesdeny,

Lk, toy signiflesny wdificarinn of the appeaved plan wiil by submizesd 1o thy
Arsistene Suparinzendent. e e

e e T2 —iw ea X L 1 r;jgax!“fm;sg
Ton timnlorsd, requnse and rf manttions sepld te #drg3sed to 1hg Asxtztant Juperine
teedent of the Zoulder Valley Zublic Screots, Box 11, Zoulder,

Colarady 4307,
Prans 5R1<1010, extansion 3

2 2 o st *thguuistisﬂv#suﬁ-mnﬁ

Useally Ir teume ten days 1o by weaks 15 Procets IS requnsr
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BOULDERVALLEY PUBLIC $CHOOLS ' “ o
Bamard D, “Pat"’ Byea, Saperintendmt SUGENE R, CULLETTE
P.G 80X 11 i Assiztent Supatintendent
BOULDER, COLORADO £0302 - i . .
{03} 4471010 . ) -

In _ Jflrleedpzd 1575 yogsubmitted o "Request to do Rasearch
or Siudy™ in the Ssuider Vallay Puslic Schools on the following subjact:

Iﬂéfé!’."ffi‘ Aub ﬂfmf prirsan oF THE _
Lpuaa Ty

Vparirrs z%ﬁz’;%ﬂfm/ff 75&9.4.!) Jgf{e?@ﬂgé

[lour request was: cppmv&d endas you will recell, ong of the requiremants for

dolng this study In the public schools wios that @ mncluﬁnn of tha findings would

ba sgbmiited fo this-oifico, To deote, wa havs not receivedthis Information, Wil .
youpleass sond o copy of your rapart 1o this office-cs scon s possibla or let us-know
tha disposiiion of yourressarch-or study 1F 5t wera-nof complated,

Y our caoparation Tn this mattar will ba aopraciated,

Bl

H

Stocaraly yours,

Euggna R, Gulletta
Agslstent Suparintandent

ces School of
Untvarsity of Coloradn o
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248 .f

Noveshee 20, 1975

Do, Pen A, M; Sl@crintm_ﬂmt
Tort Hargan Scheol Distyict RE<S 7
230 Yalnut Streer

Deme Dr. Kammar:

Hs are conducting a study to help 1dontify and compare the varying pescsptions
tovard veextional education of students, thoir paventa, and thale coumaeiors.

Recent governmant publications have {ndicated that 3% pany as tye and 4 hal#
nillion studahtn in thia countyy will graduste each year with no carketabla.
skill., Thiz study wild attampt to {solate tha poarcaptions and fnfluvences that
relate to a student’s deocislon to exrol) in a voeational cducation couras,

The findings should be uwsefid in the folloning ways:
1. Te help In avaluating the pre-vosatlonal prograns now offared

2. To help In formulating plans for pra-vocational progeacs for -
the futurs .

3 To help In a;;xl%mg the need for and content of {nformaticnal
-, progeass for studenta and parents

u, ‘févhelp in evalvating mmﬁﬁci‘ effectivanssn ,!.n\ counseling
students concerning vosational edusation

The study Is to he conducted in six notropolitan areas of Colorado, Your
district was chosun bacausa of ita locatlon and the vecational education
prograzs »un in the distrlct. As you can ace from the encloded lottor,
Dr. Frazler, Colopads Commissionér of Education, faels that this study can
provide nesded Information for use throughout the state. To succassfully
conplets this study, we need and would appreciate your scoperation,

Thara will bu threo questionnaires used to ohtaln the Information yaeded,
Cne lo to ba completed by counselors; a second s to be conplated by paronts

¥ the students; and a third to ke conpleted by the voeatfona) students in ,- -
the achools, with sn equal nurbag godog to non-vocational students, 1€ the
school s & ecuprohenaive high scheel, Should the vocatienal students be
frem an area vocatlonal achool, tha non=vocational students wiil need to be
fro the homa school tha vocational studenta vould have attended.

289




. Pr. Ban A Kassep .
Noveabor 20, 1975
page 2

The student questionnaira should take na mava than 20 minuten to covpleta.
Ths parents questiconaives would be glven to the studantz to take hoza, 4

Vs would appreclate your allowing ue to sduinistep the quastlomnalres in
your distrdat, Yo do this, we woumld need to Bsve you galest x coaprehansive
high achool offering veeatisnal educaticn, or an ares voestional gchoel and
the feader o homs school thosy students would attend If not onmvelled In the
area vocatlonal schood. If you would gend us tha principalis nane and
address, wa can thon contact him to make arrengstents for adsindstration of
the questionnaltes. Should you nesd more informstion, please fool fras to
CODTALT 1A, v— :

Since the tizme eloment in quita Important for the coxpletion of this study,
it would bo moat beneficial for us to ba able to glve the questiomalres
during the first wesk of Dacéndar,

He are hopeful that ocur goal to develop a worthwhile gulde fﬁ bs circulated

to achools ¢an be acesmplished. Thank yeu for your help in our project.

Sineeraly yours,
2450 Lafaystte Road - 1721 Buls Doive
Colerade Springs, €D . 60507 Colorado Springs, €O 80818
Hema phonat 535**29\? Hlone phonor  536-047Q
Wasson High phone: %72-8800 Yassen High phoner 473-8800
. ‘ axt, &3 ) axe, I

fa

eaclosurs: Latter fres Or. Calvin M. Fraczier
Colorado Qeamissicner of Educatien

o
-
o




COLORADO DEPARTHENT CF EDUCATION
Lizde Oics Bulidng, O1E Colfax
. Teachont (00) K2R,

Yoveztar 20, 1975

Dr. Zen A, Xa=mer, Superintendent .

Jort Yargan Schaol Dlstrict RE.3 : .
230 Malant Strest et -

3@;"«‘ 35523&5; 7ﬁA 33?’61’ -t

»~ S .
Hﬁil‘ wri 3 '-!mtﬁ?:
*

I would 1ike to =21 your atiantion <o hls parsionlas study. M. Snoun
and e, Clack have endeavored to investigits a2 atazowids qoucorsy thas kas
fresuantly surfaced as e haye angaged In wany ssoent soirsed edusséion and
wecasional edueasian dissussions, ‘ ,

A3 roz wiL) role, iniheir suestionnaize Sisy are fuying %6 et 2t tne
2enterns nd Marcantions ¢xisiing 23 studenss contenplats snrolizent in
vaeatipnal education offerings. ' If we ar S $=preve cur carser axmlorssers
sfforts and our goeneral guidante %o 23l students in rezerd to vocztisnsl
education offarings, your help is mast Inportant 4% halping edusators

dofing such solings, Socause of Bho intorest is this study, va wild
srndeavor 43 clroulate bieadly the reswlis of she Fhudy. '

Sinsarely, oo
Qlvin ¥. Fmazter )
Commdasionse of Zdesation

&

N




w1 Fort Mosgar High Sehool.
709 et Rieriew Ase,
Sont Horgow, Eclorsde  go707

Raberz £, Lutes, Priscival

Btchard . Porter, Assistent Priscigal
TS 7 Decexber 11, 1975

- Mr, Jazag . ’S:c;m ’
2430 Tafayette Road
Colorado Springs, Coloradn 80307

Dear Jig \ ) ‘

1t #ag good having the oppeviunizy to visit with yoo this rorudsg ani
of eourse w8 ave glad to have the oppertunicy to assist you with the
AUSYLY.

I believe the 'students that wers =made avallable in the English classes
shoald give you a good sazpling of the academic stadent,.and certainly
the students that wefe sontacted at Hsrgan Commmity telicgg tai;xifi

sepragent the vecatdonal type atudent,

Glad to help coordinate the survey and will locok forward to the results
vocedved Erom L. . : i :

Gincearely,
Q&&ﬂ Qs

Riskard X, Porrer
Assigtant Princisal

RGPl .
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o S 253 e
,f}ccifpﬂze**a CATEGORTES .

The following ﬁﬁﬁﬂy tignal categories used in this
rasé;rkh are ‘i;%fén instruzent o ﬁacuga*ional aspirations
. by Dr. Ivan E. Valontine - 5
‘ A, Agricultural . | |
" 1. ?ro&uc%ié& Agriculture | ;

2. Horticuiture g

—

-

3. Agricultural Sales and Sﬁgplias - ff
4. Agricultural $ervia% !
5. Agriculrural Mechanics P
6. %gricuztﬁ:al Processing P ‘
) N 7. Forestry _ LT - ’ . | 3
8. Rural Recreation o ,
J. Agricultural Educution * : , | *g
B. Business and Office | |
i, S%cretnr? - R .
2o étemagraphﬁr Y
3. Typist ( =
%, Hoceptionist -

5. PBookkeeper

; #. D31g Prougeszing

7. <Cashier

: f. Office Hachine Operators - )
1 %, Telpphone Opevatar '

¥

« Uistributive

e i. Hptel and Morel
; Z. Deopartaent Sporn i
I = » .
B 4 3




3. Super Market
u;~§; ¥hulesale Business
“$. Service Statien
., B« Variety Store

. 7. ~Restaurant
D. Health
l. Dental
{2, Medical
. Hoze Econonices
o1« Child Development o
2. Food Proparation and Managenent ]

5

3. Clothing, Textiles, and Homo Furnishings Services

}

4. Home Mansgesent and Institurional
:  S. Home Furnishings or Decoration
F. Techmieal
o i;':&§:$n5p&ce Technology.
2. Manufacturing Technology
3. Mechanical Technology
4. - Scientific Data Processing Technology
5. Chemical Technician
Civil Tochnology
Phatography Technology

Electrical-Eloctronics

Publiz Service Technolagy

Miscellaneous Techni




B

G. Trade und Indegtrial

W e s e

1. Zuto Mechanics oo

2. Auze Body -

%

3. Mstal ¥orking |
T 4. Building Trades ’

'
enl

. -
5. Air Conditioning ST
A; - . &. Fabrie #ﬁinttnancﬁ Sorvice - ¢ , .
© 4. pers sonal Services 2 - f‘ ' B L
8. Elastiﬁ Gﬁﬁﬁgaii@ﬂgf f ~ 7 g
: ay q§§§£é£y“zaaﬁAﬁscﬁpaﬁicn - ;oo .
16, S=2311 Engine Repair ) ii E
11, %fiaﬁian Dczupation T i ! o -
. 13, raphic Arfs - o R
) ' 23,1 Heayy iﬁé;;ﬁenz Yaint enance or Operager o b
. ?ra*g;%zcnai {iaﬁ*adiag I@ﬁﬁhﬁ&g} ( -
;¥ sero Space - ) ’ o, g
2. Animal Suience f ° ;' : s S
3. Artist and Rolated . - | ,
4, fﬁ§i§§55 and Finance | ] E
5. Dental - P :»
e  Ingineering g " | : '
Y. Engineering - ﬁiiéﬁﬁé‘ﬁaié¥&é ¢
&, Entertaisrment fi?r;fgﬁgignal‘aelaéﬁ& -
%, Covernment Services oo o _ N

i1, Medicine

e

12, Mepzal Haalry




hatural Science

. College = 4 years

Community or Junior College - 2 ypars
Technical Instituts - 2 FeRT

Area Yocational School

Senior High Zcheol

Junior High School

- Elenentary School
. Religion

Librarian
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FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF COUNSELORS

- . RESPONDING TO THE QUESTION, “AT WHAT R

SR , GRADE LEVEL ARE STUDENTS INFORMED™ - ..
‘ . .ABOUT VOCATIONAL EBUCATION?® LY

L T A A A I (A YR TR gt e s sy
SO T I T L T

AR S Y N TN N NN

,7 G‘r&jd; Level . ~ [Seunselor g’?’"’?"?éeﬁ )

. 3@56!‘ - “Percent
Elepentary . * I | L0 . o
e . Elementary and junior high = . 1 T 10 CLF g
» g
© . Junior and senior high T - 29.6
o © Senior hiéh S o | 16 - 16,3
X - 12 . I R

No vesponse - 7 o5 % SER

é . - .
DD

I Total - 98 -

100.0 ..
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TABEQ CONCERNING INFLUENGING FACTORS ON
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e R

. TABLE 651, 4_
FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES 3‘; RESPGNSES TO THE
. QUESTION, "WHO INFLUENCES'THE-STUDENT
HOST CONCERNING ENROLLING *IN . ’
. ;;‘s- VOCATIOMAL;B}!OG_&&.}" .o
L e - Voo

Vocational - Non-voéational
Students 5, Studénts e

b
i

Influencing Persons o 3
: Number Percent . Number Percent

. Guidance counseioé .71 118 . 48 10,5
Friénds bwn age 135 21,0 84" 18,3
Parents (of guardian) ° 80  12.5. 86  20.0
ther famiiy’megbé:; - 49 g 7.6 33 7.2
Teachérs 23 3.7 -9 -2.0
., Others | 25 3.6 30 8.5
Myself _ 1 238 37.0 150 32.6
" Me one ’ 23 3,6 cee L bees

X

Total 643 100.0 - 459 100.0

-
2]
;“ -
‘
]
-
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v ) - . TABLE 66 ’ T
FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF STUDENT RESPONSES 70
THE STATEMENT, "MY PARENTS DON'T CARE WHAT

COURSES I TAKE."

Vocational Non-vocational
Students Students
Responses Number Percent Number Pércent

e - .

Strongly agree . L1% 1.8 a3 2.2

., -

Agree fBas . B2 T, 72 12.9
i~ -~ Dneertain 152 22.4 - 81 13,5
Disagrée - 32 4509 255 42.2

«*

Strongly disagree . 119 17.5 181 30.1 .

Total . 679 100.0 600  100.0

e

.
4

1)

V4

1]
320
-z
N - -
t * -
g 7 L




FREQUENCIES AND PER

THE STATEMENT, "

© TABLE 67 A
CENTAGES .OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO -

MY PARENTS WOULD LIKE TO HAVE

¥ 300

;‘; I

N

- ME TAKE A VOCATIONAL EDUCATION:COURSE.'

:} o

%
~o

Responses

= .*—‘:—.tw n

" Vocational

Students

)
b
RN P

ng

Non-yocational "<’

. "~ Students

Number Pefcgnt "Numbeg,Péigght.

Strongly agree

" Agree
Uncertain
Disagiée
Stioﬁglywdi;agree

Total

130

322
105

. ig..s ) 21
48.0 L
29.p

18 2.7 T80
7. 1.0 - 30

3
16.1
62,1
13.3
5.0 -

l'{ L ey
872 7
~ B

1

672

10000 i

e

599 10 OI‘.'!I

v

i
S

5 "-ﬁ.'_, B e
- ~ - R L
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, : . TABLE 68 . |

' FREQUENCIES QND.PBRCBNTAGBS OP STUDENT RESPONSES T0
- THE STATEMENT, "MY COUNSELOR TALKED ME OUT OF.
’ 'TAKING A.VOCATIONAL BDUCATION COURSB."

¢
',Ag:; no

Vbcatlonal Non-vacational
Students. _ Students

A

Responses Number Péicent Number Percent ;

Definitely 11 1.6 2 4.1
Tried to 2 47 -8 15 -
Hinted at it 34 5:1 13, 2. 2z |
Did not .tr:y 589 '8’3.5« T 542 1@»2,2‘ ‘,

>

Total . 676  10d.0 , 588 100.0

- _. e P . — . .. - el .- . . - R TR L s
- 23 [ T - B T A Tt Cpat e S L

W

'Q' ,‘31)*
t

¥




302

1 TABLE 69 o
FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF STUDENT RESPONSES TO

THE STATEMENT,. "MY FRIENDS TALKED ME OUT OF .

TAKING A.VGCATIONRL EBUCATIGN COURSB."

-

" Responses

. Vbcational
Students

Number Percent

SO o = o -

Non*vocatxonal

Stndents ]

Nutiber Percent

ﬂefiﬁiteiy
Tiieé‘to
Hinted at it
Did not try

/

Total

16
21

32

606

24

41
. 1.8
2.2
2.2

.9

10

0.0

T e -
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, TABLE 74 .
FAEQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF STUDENT RESPONSES T0
; THE STATEMENT, "I WOULD RATHER TAKE & VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION COURSE AFJER I LEAVE
: 5 HIGH SCHOOL THAN NOW." :
) " Vocationsl - Non-voeationsl
Students Students
% Rasponses Huzber Percent ,}:Hzgz!agr‘ Percent
Strongly agree, 16 2.4 17 2.8 :
Agren .28 4.4 67 1.1
Uncertain 18 17.B 272 . 45,4
" Disagrhe 315 47.4 187 27.9
Styongly diszagree - 186 " 28.0. 77 12.8 4
Total ) 664 100.9 600 300.0
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TABLES PERTAINING TO PROFILE
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TABLE 75 ,
FREQUENCIZS AND PERCENTAGES OF ETHNIC
GROUPS AS REPORTED BY STUDENTS

| Vocational Non-vocational .-
Ethnic, . Students Students

Backzround ) - : ' o

‘ Nudber  Percent Humber  Percent

» . - -

White ' oss7 ey fsz'g; 886
. - Black ' 7 1.9 5 .9
| Mexican-Anerican 89 13.0 35 7.7
Indian-Anerican 10 - .5 -~ n 1.8
Asian-Anmerican 7 1.0 6 1.0
Other 12 1.3 e

_ - - - - i>~_

Total 682 _ 100.0 588 . 160.0
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“TABLE 76

?Bcgtéénél

Students

FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF FAMILY
.- IHCCME AS REPORTED BY STUDENTS

~ Non-vocaticnal .

Students

Ehm§é% Percent Humber Percent

. Fanily Incone
— — 5,’
No idea jf

Less than $3,000

7 $3,000 to $4,999
" $5,000 to $6,999

$7,000 to 58,999
. $9,000 to $10,999

$11,9080 to $12,999
$13,000 to $14,399
Over $15,000

Total

- 236

g
14
21

1.2

2.1

3.2

4.4

8.2
9.5
8.8

100.0

43,7

234

2
 5
8

18
36 .

56
50
180

"39.4

193 B
T 4.0

1.3

3.0

6.0

9,4
.4
30,2

596 |

100.0
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FREQUENCIES AND PR

Grads
Average

Stud

Number

314

TABLEt79

RCENTAGES OF GRADE AVERAGES

Vocational

ents

Percent -

- AS REPORTED BY - STUDENTS

_ ﬁumbett

Hon-vécational
‘Studernts

s

Percent

>

<)

BC
C-

Total

3
51

81

- 270

180

88

§81

e
7.5
11.9
39.7
26.4
1z2.9
1.2

100.0

"

50

- .

166
101
163
72
43

ﬁ‘a';s .

27.6

16.8

2%55‘

12:0

- 638

1.0

" 160.0

>
>

v

ORI A T Lt




. APPENDIX Q

. TABBES REELECTING P;’}.RENTS' FEELINGS |
- ABOGUT FURTHER EDUCATION




‘ : TABLE 80 =

ey

FREQUENCIES AND ‘PERCENTAGES OF THOUGHT GIVEN TO
FUTURE JOB AND EMPLOYMENT BY VOCATIONAL
AND NON-VOGATIONAL STUDENTS

RS A I G

T RAEG

- “ - Vocational Non-vocational
Thought Given to tudents , Students -
Future Job and . - _ _ ’

Enpioyment Number  Percent Nunber- Percent

-
|

Agreat dest /202 a5 25 4z
A lot 207 30.5 168 - 28.0
- - Some . - 137 20.2 131 . 21,9 -
| Not mueh 1. 2.8, 1 1.8

Confused about v ) ‘ «
plans 24 3.5 31 S.2

Total 679 100.0 - 599 10000 - %
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"‘ABI}B 81

FR..QUE}‘GIBS AND. PERCE? &GES QF GERTAI}’IY
CO\KCER}JI}‘G FUTURE PLANS. OF VOCATIORAL
AND- HO‘!-VGCATIOM&. STUDERTS .

"‘;1 -

\ B

o Vocational 5 ﬂon-vocational
ne'géee Students 2\‘ - Stu:tents

. o* - 5 )
Certainty Number Percent . Number ?e;cent

Yes, I know 347 50.9 . 295 49.3
I think I know 199" 29.5 184 .30.7
Undecided 135 19.8 120 20.0
Total 681  .100.0 509  104.0

a




| TABLE 82 o
FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF WHEN FUTURE

WAS DECIDED- BY: VOCATIONAL AND -
NON-VOCATIONAL STUDENTS o

ax

L N Vocational- Non-vocational
¥hen Decision . Students - Students

Was Made S
Nuaber Percent = Number ~ Parcent

Blegentary . ) N (
school’ . 13 1.9 32 5.3
Junior Bigh 107 - 15.9 - 149 28.8
' Sendor high 363 53.8 260 43.4
Undecided 182 28.4 <159 26.5

100.0 600 100.0

]
.

W
B,
L

Total




TABLE 83

FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES REPORTED BY STUDENTS & -
TO THE STATEMENT, MY PARENTS AND I

* 3RVE.§ISSHSSEB‘H¥ FUTURE PLANS.Y
- . VYocational - H@n-?acnﬁiona}.‘
Azmpunt of Students Students
Discussion . .
- Kunber Parcont Xumber Parcent
Quite g bit 122 18.0 147 24.5
Some 342 50.4 294 48.9
Very little 142 20.8 1365 19,3
Nene ) P & 1 i6.8 ’ §4 7.3

Total 679 180.0 601 100.0

350




“ TABLE 84

FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES AS REPORTED BY STUDERTS
“-TO THE QUESTION, "HON INPORTANT IS SO
- CHOICE OF CAREER TO YOUR P -

Vocational Non-vocational
Importance to . Students Stodents
Paronts of ] o . L
Ctrmzr Choice -~ HNumber Percent Number Percent

T

e

Very important 194 287 184 22.3
Quite importamt Tz 25.4 166 27.7
Fairly important 180 36.6 179 29.9
Not wery important 2 6.2 51 85
Not-important at all ¥ 21 1 18,
Really dok’t know 75 1Le 59 9.8

Total 677 100.0 608  100.0
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FREQUENCIES AND PER
CONCERRING TUPQ

i
TABLE &6

#

LENTAGES 85 REPORYED BY STUDENTS
FIANCE 9F COLLEGE ENUCATION

»

Isporiance of
Colleg |
~ Educagd
T P2arents

Rea=yocational
Students

Nusher ?erarai

Yacational
Studenty

hizmber Percent

Take it for granted
student will go to
college ‘

Astively urge student
to g9 to colloge

Say i 4% up o student

Parvents have maxed

feelings about college

attendance by student

Farents ssnowhat opposed

Lo college avtendanze
by student

Pontt Y¥nou

Total

27 3.0 126 21,3 E
£ ,
131 19.4 210 35.31
361 53.4 187 31.3
25 ;‘ 3;?‘ }sg - 5;2
22 3.3 5 1.3
118 1643 43 8.0
676 100,80 598  160.0

3495
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FREQUENCIES AXD PEPCENTAGES OF SATIS

326

TAELE 535

FACTION

WITH CHYLD'S CHOICE FOR LIFE'S WORX
AS FEPGRTED BY PARENTS
Yocational Non~vocatisnal
Parents Parents -
Hesponse .
Pumoer Percent Zusber Percent »

185 419 75.5 367 75.2
Yo 26, 3.7 20 4.1

) opinigﬁ ig1 1.6 100 20,5

Yo Tesponse 12 z.2 1 2

Totals 543 © 186,35 484 168.0

.

341
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TABLE 61
FREQUEUCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF COUMSELORS
, | BY AGE GROUP ,
H. et i II!!I! e I!l’."!ju‘l‘"l.“--l -’“'. i ”! l“llrl‘“!!!.l’i—--.'ﬂl-v ‘““7.7!.“".- ™ !I!‘l!l.lsﬁ
Age’ Nunber Parcent . i
. . - ,l ;
20 - 24 T 1.0
25 - 29 6 - 6.1 -
30 - 28 17 17.3 g
36 - 43 44 44.3
Over 45 29 - 28,7
Ho responsé 1 1.0 '
Jnatrnumg IRy y
. Total 58 - 109.0
; ?
TABLE 92

FEEQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGLS OF
CCUNSELORS BY SEX ,

i 5
Sox Hunber Percont |
: : 7 —
, lMale _ 53 54,1
Ferale 4% 45.% }
T———— & Wit !

Total 44 100, 0

o,

34k




TABLE 93 '

FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF COUHSELORS CORCERNING |
PREYVIQUS MAJOR AREA OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Major Area .
of Teaching KNunber Pcrc@t
English 19 . 19.4
Social Science 27 27.5
Bractical Arts 13 13.3
, Science 7 7.1
Mathematics ’ 7 71
- e
Fiae Axts 5 -8,1
Physicsl Edycation 10 10.2
No Responsoe 10 10.2
Tétal 98 ©100.0
F
l"’x
. 3

K BT




TABLE 94

NUMBER OF YBARS TEACHING EXPERTENCE
PRIOR TO COUNSELING

Years of
Teaching Number Percent
Experience : ‘

Nong

1 =3 years
4 -~ 6 years

7 » 10 years

Over 10 years

Total
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TABLE 85 .

FREQUENCY AND PERCENTAGES OF Cﬁﬂ%SELQRh
RELATED TO NUMBER OF YEARS
. IN COUNSELING

Number of Yoars

in Counseling Kuzber Percent

Less than 1 year 5 5.1

1-3 yenrs‘ 14 13.3

7 4 ~ § years 33 35.8

- . g = 12 vears 23 o 23.5
- Mare tham 12 years 17 17.3




TABLE 9¢

FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTAGES OF AVOUNT OF TIMZ
SPENT COUNSELING AS REPORTED BY COUNSELORS.

Amsunt of Tine

Spent Counseling huzber - Percent
Full time ] 85 B6.8
h loss than full sdme; ,
uore than half time ? 7.1
Half time z 2.0
Less than half tive 4 4.3
¥»  Total . 98 - 100.0

335
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TABLE 357 -

- HUMBERS AND FERCENTAGES OF COUNSFLEES
ASSIGNED 70 COUNSELORS

¥Nuzher of

Counselees Suaker Paveent
6 - 106 3 5.1
101 - 200 3 3.1
201 - 300 gz 2.7
301 - 400 . 63 64,8
401 - S00 - 6 6.2

Total - 97 160.0




TARLE 98

FREQUENCIES AND PERCENTASES OF COUNSELORS
BESPONDING TO YHE QUESTION,”HON ARE
COUNSELEES ASSYGNED 70 YoUp™

Hothnd Humbey Pereent

vandon choics . - 8,2

Raaden, by
grado 3.1

Sex ‘ sevs -

Alphaboatical ‘
order 78.5

Other

NG rospoansc

‘Yotal




TABLE 59
' NUHBERS AND PEBLENTAGES OF COUNSELTES
DXPOLLED IN VOCATIGNAL EDUCATION
. hunber of .
= o-1 3 : 5.6 L
11 - 23 20 Sz . e
o 21 - % 16 1. o
, >R S 13 15.8 s
£ - 50 13 .8, . . -
h 51 - 60 3 8.0 T
¢t - 70 1 1.0 L.
71 - 80 1 0 . S
81 - 90 2 24 2\
91 - 108 9 10.4 -
T n Total - 33 00,0 0 v




TABLE 163 :

FREQUENCIES AN PLYCENTASES OF COUMSELOTS
FESPCUDING 10 THE STATEUENT, 'G0TAL
AMOUNT OF TIME YOU HAVE KORKED
FULL TIME IN A JOR OTHER ,

THAN ELUCATION.™

Yoars harbey ~  Porcent
hooe 7 7.2
Lese thin )

i year 2 2.8
i~ 3 yoars £% 26t
Y = 5 yoars i b
Yore shan

5 ynars it W, e

Tofal %% B £ 5 8 ¢
ya
F =




TABLE Inl ‘

FPEQUELCIES AND PLECENTAGES OF COTLSELONS
By YOLATIONAL EDUCATION BACNGROIWG

> -
Kird of Zackground Numbeyp Prrsent

%sne 13 T 41.%
Toak high <chgol sozarional

vduzation--did not work ,

in rrade 4 Lal
Tonk Eust high schesl woca-

rional edusation-~did. not )

wdTx in trade 14 1.2
Tewk high schenl wocatienal

cdulation-~unriad in Tride 17 17.3
Took post high cchesl seca-

Tional edugutians narked :

in trade ) 4 23 23.5
NG PCLpTTLE 4 1.0

Total 34 F (1]




TAELEY 152

FEEQULLLIEDS 250 PERCENTACES OF COUNSELORS:
SAPLRILALE W1TH YOLATIONAL ELUCATION

Exporionce (e Porernt

Have 2i%4t2d the Jozational
edugation classes in the
chool

Haer npent sime Tinme ohhersing
the yoeatisnal cduzation
classes in the schaol

¥ave lusked inte the yirizas
senational edulation pro-
TS %o s ShAT i Liupht
arng bie
Id
Faer 1%t brea Able 19 visit
thr Laoationil edmutiorn

DO B i) 273 caylt

farhiry
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